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Partnership Ensures survival of smaller Gts
By Kirk Petersen

america’s two oldest Episcopal sem-
inaries have completed the part-

nership they’ve been working toward
for months, with Virginia theological
seminary bringing its relatively vast
resources to bear to save General the-
ological seminary from extinction. But
while Gts will survive, it will bear little
resemblance to the institution that has
prepared seminarians for the priest-
hood in the past two centuries.

On november 29, the Gts Board of
trustees appointed the Very rev. ian s.
Markham, president of Vts, to the
additional role of president of Gts.
the Very rev. Michael DeLashmutt,
who had been acting president and
dean of Gts, was named dean of the
chapel and senior vice president.

in a joint interview with tLC a few
days after the vote, Markham and
DeLashmutt said the arrangement
ensures that Gts will continue as a
degree-granting institution and a phys-
ical presence in new york City, where
the Episcopal Church has its head-
quarters.

“We’re committed to not selling the
campus,” Markham said, despite the
potential value of five acres in the West
20s in Manhattan. “and we’re also
committed to maintaining distinctive
Gts-related programming, of which
the high-quality, low-residency M.Div.
is going to be the flagship.”

at least for the near future, the
hybrid master of divinity program will
be not just the flagship, but the only
ship. after a handful of remaining res-
idential students graduate in May,
General theological seminary will no
longer enroll students in master’s pro-
grams in spiritual direction, ministry,
theology, and sacred theology, nor in
the doctor of ministry program. and
Gts will no longer offer the immer-
sive experience of the traditional
three-year, residential master of

divinity program.
a majority of current Gts students

already participate in a hybrid pro-
gram, with lectures and events deliv-
ered online for most of the year. the
entire class gathers on-campus for
three “intensive weeks” each year of the
program, in september, January, and
May. there are 55 students enrolled in
the various Gts degree programs, and
“fewer than 10 live full-time on the
Close,” Markham said later by email.

“We are recruiting cohorts of 15 stu-
dents per year into the hybrid M.Div.
program. the program is designed for
students to complete their degree in
four years or less,” he wrote.

General’s transformation has been
wrenchingly swift. as recently as
november 2020, General’s leadership
was committed to the residential
model. then-President Kurt h. Dunkle
said the seminary would continue “to
lean into that being the default option,”
even though it had begun making pan-
demic-related accommodations for
seminarians with health concerns.

Dunkle, who had announced his
pending retirement earlier that month,
succinctly described the benefits of the
residential model.

“at General, we do two things: edu-
cation and formation. Education hap-

pens mostly, but not exclusively, in the
classroom. Formation happens exclu-
sively, almost, outside the classroom,
like in chapel, and at lunch, and
walking around on the Close, and sit-
ting around at night drinking a beer, or
a lemonade,” he said. “For General, and
a handful of other seminaries — Vir-
ginia, sewanee, southwest — we’ve
made very clear statements that in-
person education and formation are
not just important, but essential,
because the Church is a high-touch
business. it’s about human interaction
and human relationships. seminary
needs to be the same way.”

But the pandemic had other ideas.
Only two students started in the res-

idential M.Div. program in the fall of
2021, DeLashmutt said. “and that was
a signal for us that we needed a signif-
icant change.”

With the help of a Lilly Endowment
grant, the Gts trustees spent several
months in “a prayerful, and also data-
informed, decision-making process,”
DeLashmutt said. “and the research
pointed in two directions for us. the
first was that in order for the seminary
to continue to fulfill its educational
mission, we needed to move in the
direction of a low-residency model.
and to find a way that we could bring

the chapel at Gts gts.edu a graduation procession at Vts vts.edu
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theological education into the context
of students around the country who
were not just unable to attend residen-
tial seminary, but perhaps weren’t
called to attend residential seminary —
but still deserve the very best educa-
tion that they could possibly have.”

second, “we needed to pursue a
partnership with another institution
that would help us to live into our third
century of mission,” he said.

they didn’t have to look far, because
Gts already had a budding partner-
ship with Vts, the largest and most
affluent Episcopal seminary. it began
in 2018 with the launch of trytank:
an Experimental Laboratory for
Growth and innovation, funded jointly
by the two seminaries. the institutions
announced in early 2021 that they were
looking for ways to expand the part-
nership, a move they said was driven
not by financial concerns, but by
opportunities to offer seminarians
access to the faculty and resources of
both institutions.

“the only reason this is going to
work is that we’re both stable organi-
zations,” Dunkle said at the time. he
acknowledged the disparity between
the institutions — at the time, Vts had
four times the enrollment and five
times the endowment of Gts.

But then General’s financial health
deteriorated quickly, and by June 2022,
leaders of both institutions were
raising alarms at an online legislative
hearing before General Convention.
the hearing concerned resolution
a139, which would end the last formal
ties between Gts and General Con-
vention.

Unified Seminary
General theological seminary was
founded in 1817, and the vision at the
time was that it would become a uni-
fied seminary serving the entire
church. thus General Convention
retained considerable control of Gen-
eral’s governance. But Vts was
founded in 1823, nashotah house in
1842, and the school of theology at
sewanee: the University of the south
in 1857, all with governance structures
independent of General Convention.
these challenges to the unified-semi-
nary vision reflected broader conflict

within the church and the country.
General Convention’s control of

Gts dwindled in the coming two cen-
turies, but until this year, General Con-
vention still retained the right to
approve or disapprove any changes to
the Gts constitution and bylaws. Vts
considered that a deal-breaker.

DeLashmutt warned in June that if
a139 failed to pass, “Plan B is the
shrinking of the [campus] footprint
and focusing exclusively on hybrid

learning, and Plan C would be looking
at some sort of significant sale or
development of the institution, and
possibly ceasing instruction for a
period of time. this is a high-stakes
vote for us.” the resolution passed
without opposition.

at the time of the legislative hearing,
both Markham and DeLashmutt
rejected the idea that Gts would
become a “subsidiary” of Vts. “that

(Continued on next page)
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has a distinctive set of legal connota-
tions. so i don’t think you can say that,
actually,” Markham said. “the word
we’re using is affiliation.”

But even if Gts does not meet some
legal definition of a subsidiary, that
term fits in a descriptive sense. in addi-
tion to Markham’s dual role, two of his
senior executives from Vts have
assumed similar positions at Gts. the
rev. Melody Knowles is the head of
academic affairs for both seminaries,
and Jacqueline Ballou is chief financial
officer. the Vts Board of trustees
expanded to 40 people, with 32 from
Virginia and eight from General.

there undoubtedly is more consoli-
dation yet to come, and the uncertainty
has created a tense atmosphere on
General’s campus. One faculty
member, who spoke on condition of

anonymity, said faculty, staff, and sem-
inarians alike are anxious about what
the future will bring. the same person
questioned whether the smaller pro-
gram offering would continue to jus-
tify even the modest size of the current
faculty. the Gts website lists 10 core
faculty members, including Markham,
DeLashmutt, and Knowles.

“We’re in a review season, which will
last some months,” Markham said.

Chapel Restoration
Financial pressures remain, because of
the need to address “significant
deferred maintenance” on the Gts
campus, DeLashmutt said. “i would
say that the thing that we’re most
excited about is moving forward with
restoration of the Chapel of the Good
shepherd, which includes structural
work on the tower, addressing the roof,
and restoring the chapel itself.”

he described the chapel as “a rare
jewel in that it has been given for the
service of education, formation, and
training within the Episcopal Church.”
But it is no longer an exclusively Epis-
copal jewel. since 2019, Good shep-
herd new york, a non-denominational
church, has been the only congrega-
tion worshiping at the chapel on sun-
days. the seminary is discontinuing
daily chapel services in the spring.

the partnership between Gts and
Vts is the latest example of a changing
business model among Episcopal sem-
inaries, and indeed in the broader
world of theological education.

in 2019, trinity Church Wall street,
with $8 billion in assets from Lower
Manhattan real estate, reached across
the country to acquire Church Divinity
school of the Pacific in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia. 

in 2017, Episcopal Divinity school
closed shop in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, and relocated to new york as the
Episcopal track of the ecumenical
Union theological seminary. 

in 2013, seabury-Western merged
with Bexley hall to form Bexley
seabury. the downsizing of the Epis-
copal seminary structure has been
inevitable since 1970, when the Pusey
report called for reducing the number
of seminaries from 11 down to five or
fewer, because of declining enrollment.

Polynesians, 
indigenous Canadians 
Choose archbishops
By Douglas LeBlanc

the rev. sione Ulu’ilakepa of Fiji and
the rt. rev. Christopher a. harper of
saskatoon will soon be consecrated as
archbishops.

Ulu’ilakepa — principal of st. John
the Baptist theological College, suva,
Fiji — was elected as Bishop of Poly-
nesia. he will become one of three
archbishops and primates in the
anglican Church in aotearoa, new
Zealand, and Polynesia. he is sched-
uled for consecration in March. a
priest for 30 years and a liturgist, he
will succeed archbishop Fereimi
Cama, who died on July 2, 2021, at age
66.

harper, Bishop of saskatoon, has
been appointed national indigenous
anglican archbishop and Presiding
Elder of the sacred Circle. a consecra-
tion date has not yet been chosen for
harper. harper will succeed arch-
bishop Mark MacDonald, who
resigned in april amid allegations of
sexual misconduct. MacDonald,
former Bishop of alaska, had served
in the anglican Church of Canada for
15 years.

harper will shoulder responsibility
for implementing The Sacred Circle:
The Covenant and Our Way of Life, a
foundational document for the Cana-
dian anglican indigenous Church
issued in February 2022 that will
establish it as “a full, equal but sepa-
rate, self-governing partner” of the
anglican Church of Canada.

Ulu’ilakepa was confirmed as Bishop-

news | January 8, 2023

(Continued from previous page)

Ulu’ilakepa
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(Continued on next page)

elect of Polynesia by majority assent of
General synod te hīnota Whānui,
which makes him archbishop-elect of
the three-tikanga Church, Anglican
Taonga reported.

“Fr. sione is a deserving successor to
archbishop Winston halapua and
archbishop Fereimi Cama, with a
decades-long track record of ministry
and leadership throughout Polynesia,”
said the Most rev. Don tamihere, arch-
bishop of new Zealand. “i have known
Fr. sione for a long time. he is a good
person, and he has a shepherd’s heart.”

archbishop Philip richardson, Bishop
of Waikato and taranaki, also welcomed
the archbishop-elect: “Under Fr. sione’s
oversight and guidance, this will be a
great season in the life of this church and
his wonderful diocese.”

Ulu’ilakepa has led tongan and
Fijian communities in formation and
training, helped develop climate dis-
aster preparedness strategies, nurtured
work in youth CiVa training, and sup-
ported the no Pelestiki plastic-free
campaign.

in his liturgical work, this year he
created “together in Christ We Move,”
a song and dance in tonga and Eng-
lish. it was included in the opening
worship service of the World Council
of Churches’ General assembly in Ger-
many in late august.

“the Church is the voice of our
voiceless, our marginalized, and those
of us who are vulnerable,” Ulu’ilakepa
said on Anglican Taonga. and the
Church must listen to the cry of the
land and the ocean which is our home
… those voices call for a new procla-
mation of the good news of God.”

harper’s appointment was announced
by archbishop Linda nicholls, primate
of the anglican Church of Canada, and
the rev. Canon Dr. Murray still and Car-

oline Chum, co-chairs of the anglican
Council of indigenous Peoples (aCiP).

“archbishop-elect Chris harper
brings years of experience in ministry
among and with indigenous angli-
cans, urban and on reserve,” nicholls
said. “he has a passion for walking
together with respect that will be
essential as the sacred Circle within
the anglican Church of Canada estab-
lishes its way forward. i look forward

to working with Chris as we learn
together how God is calling us to wit-
ness to this new relationship.”

“Gitchi-Meegwetch [great thanks] to
everyone for their prayers and bless-
ings during the selection process for
our presiding elder,” Chum said. “We
look to you now to continue your sup-
port for indigenous Ministries and our
national indigenous anglican arch-

harper



ANALYSIS

the Particularity 
of scandal
By Douglas LeBlanc

Joshua heath, a junior research fellow
at Cambridge University, earned him-
self lasting notoriety november 20
when he speculated that Jesus had a
transgender body, at least after a
roman soldier pierced his side during
the crucifixion. heath floated this
theory during an Evensong sermon in
trinity College Chapel, prompting at
least one worshiper to speak of heresy
while leaving in protest.

he based his sermon on his inter-
pretation of several artworks, including
two paintings: Jean Malouel’s Pietà
(1400), and henri Maccheroni’s Christs
(1990). he further argued that in the
Prayer Book of Bonne of Luxembourg
(14th century), Christ’s side wound
“takes on a decidedly vaginal appear-
ance.”

“in Christ’s simultaneously mascu-

line and feminine body in these works,
if the body of Christ as these works
suggest is the body of all bodies, then
his body is also the trans body,” heath
said, according to a report in The Tele-
graph.

“heath also drew on non-erotic
depictions of Christ’s penis in histor-
ical art, which ‘urge a welcoming
rather than hostile response towards
the raised voices of trans people,’” The
Telegraph added.
Pietà reflects the traditional wound

in Christ’s side, at a considerable dis-
tance from the vagina. that Christ’s
blood flows from there to the groin is
not a 15th-century artist somehow
anticipating 21st-century notions of
embodiment. Christs is so abstract that
only the title suggests any connection
to the figure described in the new tes-
tament.
Telegraph columnist suzanne Moore,

even while maintaining that the
Church of England has more serious
matters to resolve, was unpersuaded by
heath’s skills in interpreting art.

“the vagina is not a wound,” she
wrote. “What a peculiar way to think.”

British media attempted to drag
archbishop rowan Williams into the
frame because he was heath’s doctoral
adviser while serving as master of
Magdalene College. What was heath’s
focus in that doctoral thesis? “Lan-
guage and Metaphysics in the thought
of sergii Bulgakov.”

heath’s sermon has managed to turn
the scandal of particularity (a reference
to Jesus becoming God incarnate as a
Jewish man 2,000 years ago) into the
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(Continued from previous page)

bishop, Chris, as we journey to our
sacred Circle 2023. We are truly
blessed. thanks be to God.”

“We at aCiP were unanimous in our
choice of Bishop Chris harper for the
next national indigenous anglican
archbishop,” Canon still said. “i have
known him since i first became active
in the sacred Circle in 1993 at Minaki
Lodge in Kenora.

“Bishop Chris played a leadership
role at that gathering when residential
school survivors shared their painful
stories. he is a pastoral man with
vision and administrative skill. he also
preaches well and knows the Christian
and traditional spirituality. Walking in
two worlds, Bishop Chris can gently
bridge the two traditions at a time this
is desperately needed.”

Born in saskatchewan and a
member of the Onion Lake Cree
nation, Bishop harper is a graduate of
Wycliffe College, toronto.

Jean Malouel’s Pietà Wikipedia image
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particularity of scandal.
this is not the first time Jesus’ body

has been borrowed to make a point.
Consider art that depicts Jesus’ body
covered with hiV-related scars. Con-
sider adventist painter harry anderson’s
kitschy image of a giant Jesus awaiting
admission at the United nations, or
Mormon painter Jon Mcnaughton’s
Last Supper of a Blessed Nation. Con-
sider popular images of the holy
Family, traveling because of a compul-
sory census, as representing besieged
immigrants.

yes, Jesus comes to us in the dis-
tressing disguise of the poor, as Mother
teresa often observed. yes, holy work
of compassion and mercy should occur
among people with hiV and besieged
immigrants. yes, we should refrain
from treating other people with hos-
tility.

But Christians should tremble before
reducing Jesus’ image into an icon for
any political or social cause. there is
already ample theological reason to
relieve suffering. it starts with the clear
biblical declaration that all human
beings are created in God’s image and
thus have an inherent dignity. it con-
tinues with the Old testament prophets
and Jesus stressing God’s concern for
the poor and oppressed.

if a person treats Jesus’ body as a
rhetorical cudgel in making such con-
nections, that tells us more about the
person’s habits of thought than it does
about the redeemer’s identity.

new york Elects 
its 17th Bishop
By Douglas LeBlanc

the Diocese of new york has elected as
its bishop coadjutor a self-described
mystic who believes a bishop should be
an “organizer of our witness together to
a world that deeply needs to hear a
message of grace, hope, and love.”

the rev. Matthew Foster heyd,
rector of Church of the heavenly rest
since 2013, was elected on the fourth
ballot on December 3. heyd led from
the first ballot in the clergy order, and

traded the lead in the lay
order with the rev. steven
D. Paulikas, rector of all
saints’ Episcopal Church
Park slope in Brooklyn.

there were five nominees
on the first ballot, and the election was
settled when only heyd and Paulikas
remained. the other three nominees
were the rev. stephanie M. Johnson,
rector of st. Paul’s Church, riverside,
Connecticut; the rev. Matthew hoxsie

Mead, rector of Christ the redeemer,
Pelham, new york; and the rev.
robert Jemonde taylor, rector of st.
ambrose Church, raleigh, north Car-
olina.

heyd is a graduate of University of
north Carolina at Chapel hill, yale
University, and General theological
seminary. he retains an accent from
his native state of north Carolina, but
he has spent all of his ordained min-

(Continued on next page)
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believe deeply in our people and our
possibilities. i know that we can thrive
— if we change together.”

heyd described his love of mysti-
cism and ascetic theology as emerging
from his post-seminary life, when he
was preparing for marriage.

“i weighed much more than i
should, my aDhD was disrupting my
life, and i had begun to deal with the
rising anxiety that i’ve now experi-
enced in my entire adult life,” heyd
wrote in his profile. “Finding a practice
of the presence of God changed my
life. i have a wonderful little book that
my mother and i have read for a very
long time that is a modern translation
of Benedictine spirituality. there’s one
line at the beginning of the book that
goes like this, It is for us to train our
hearts to live in grace and,when we fail,
to begin again each day. Practice opens
us to Grace. a rhythm of life opens us
to experience the dynamic transcen-
dence of a living God.”

Diocese of Ohio Elects
accidental Episcopalian
By Kirk Petersen

she became an Episcopalian as a young
adult because she “wanted to get mar-

ried in the pretty church
downtown.”

her husband encour-
aged her to take a job as
an Episcopal lay profes-
sional, but later said “his
worst nightmare was me

wanting to go to seminary and be a
priest” — which she had no intention
of doing. she had three small children
at the time, she liked her job, her com-
munity, and her life, and she laughed at
her rector the first time he suggested
seminary. and the second time. and
the other times.

Both spouses evolved in their
thinking. she got ordained, their chil-
dren grew up, it turned out that she
had administrative skills, and on
november 19, the rev. anne B. Jolly
was elected bishop coadjutor of the
Diocese of Ohio. assuming she
receives the necessary consents from
bishops and standing committees,
she’ll be consecrated april 29. When
the rt. rev. Mark hollingsworth Jr.
retires later this year, Jolly will become
the 12th Bishop of Ohio.

she’s already been about as close to a
bishop diocesan role as a person can be
without a pointy hat.

Jolly has served since 2016 as rector
of st. Gregory’s in Deerfield, illinois, a
north shore suburb of Chicago. since
2019 she also has been president of the
standing Committee of the Diocese of
Chicago. along with the rest of the
standing Committee, she became the
ecclesiastical authority for the diocese
when Bishop Jeffrey Lee retired at the
end of 2020 without a successor in
place. it was supposed to last about
four months, until Paula Clark’s conse-
cration as Bishop of Chicago.

But Clark suffered a stroke in april
2021, 10 days before her scheduled
consecration, and Jolly settled in for a
longer haul. throughout Clark’s
recovery, Jolly never wavered in her
determination to see Clark eventually
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istry in the Diocese of new york. Mark
sisk, Bishop of new york from 2001 to
2013, ordained heyd as deacon and
priest in 2009.

heyd wrote that new york is “where
my children were baptized. it’s where
i’ve served the church, both as lay
leader and as priest. My daughter was
confirmed in the Cathedral where i
was ordained. We’ve lived through
responses to 9/11 and the pandemic.
Our whole family marched with Black
Lives Matter after George Floyd’s
murder.

“a decade ago i was part of a bishop
election back home in north Carolina,”
he added. “i’ve said ‘no’ to every nom-
ination since in both congregational
and bishop’s searches.

“But new york is home and i owe an
enormous debt to the Church here. i

(Continued from previous page)
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consecrated. When that happy day
arrived in september 2022, Jolly pre-
sented the crozier to the new bishop.

“Paula is extraordinary,” Jolly told
tLC. “she’s not the same person she
was. But she’s a wonderful person, she’s
110 percent of who she is now. and
‘who she is now’ has tremendous gifts
to offer the church and the world. and
her episcopacy won’t be the same epis-
copacy it would have been. But it’s
going to be an extraordinary episco-
pacy.”

Jolly was not looking to become a
bishop, but while spending nearly two
years at the helm in Chicago, she dis-
covered that “i like complex systems. i
like that level of thinking and organi-
zational structure.” Despite COViD,
the extended transition, and the health
issues of the incoming bishop, the
experience “was life-giving to me at the
time, and so that was part of my dis-
cernment.”

When the Diocese of Ohio issued its
bishop search profile, several people
told her, “you really need to look at
this. i looked at it, and then it hit my
gut.”

it echoed an epiphany she had more
than a decade earlier, while serving as
the lay director of parish life ministries
at Christ Church in Greenville, south
Carolina (“the pretty church down-
town,” to which the Jollys had returned
after a hiatus in atlanta). 

she started her six-year stint there as
director of stewardship, tasked with
raising back the half-million dollars in
the church’s budget that evaporated
quickly after Gene robinson was
elected as the first openly gay bishop in
the Episcopal Church in 2003. 

“i quickly learned that you don’t just
raise money in a church. it’s all about
engagement, and relationships,” she
said. her duties expanded until she
was in charge of “pretty much every-
thing the clergy didn’t do.”

the rev. Bob Dannals was the rector
who kept urging her to go to seminary.
Before he moved on to a new role, he
made her promise to at least have a
conversation with the rev. Patty
rhyne, a fellow priest at Christ
Church.

“her story was one of complication,
right? it’s complicated to be a wife. it’s

complicated to be a mother. it’s com-
plicated to be a woman and go to sem-
inary and do these things, with all of
those things happening in your life.
and it was one of those weird things
that’s happened a few times in my life.
i just knew it … that some of those
complications were soon to be mine.
and i just started crying.”

it took a while, but she eventually
found the courage to tell her husband,
David, that she felt called to be a priest.
“and he was not enjoying that line of
thought. We both had to wrestle with
that for a while,” she said with a laugh.

David Jolly travels for his work, and
called her from the road one day to
tell her he was at Virginia theological
seminary. “Why are you at Virginia
seminary?” she asked incredulously.
“i know this is what you’re called to
do,” he replied. “so i just wanted to see
what it was gonna take.” as it turned
out, her discernment process led the
family to the school of theology at
sewanee in tennessee. she served
churches in tennessee and texas
before being called to st. Gregory’s in
Deerfield.

(Lest anyone wonder whether David
Jolly has qualms about his wife taking
on an even larger role in the church, he
posted on Facebook after her election:
“anne’s steadfast love of God and min-
istry amazes me every day and i am so

proud of her. i look forward to contin-
uing on this journey of faith and min-
istry alongside my best friend.”)

Jolly’s family of origin wasn’t big on
attending church, but her mother was
seeking something, so they sampled a
few denominations when she was
young. “and in middle school for
maybe a year, we went to an Episcopal
church in Greenville.”

she joined the other kids her age in
some classes they were taking at st.
James Episcopal, and she loved the
youth leaders. “they were college stu-
dents, and i just thought they were the
best thing since sliced bread.” years
later, she was told she could only be
married at the pretty church down-
town if she were a member, and to be a
member she would have to be con-
firmed as an Episcopalian. “Wait!” she
said. “i was confirmed as an Episco-
palian. in middle school.”

so there was a lot of randomness
along the way to the 206th annual con-
vention of the Diocese of Ohio in Cleve-
land, where Jolly was elected on the
second ballot from a slate of three female
candidates. the two other candidates
were both from the Diocese of newark:
the rev. Dr. Elaine Ellis thomas, rector
of all saints Episcopal Parish, hoboken,
new Jersey, and the rev. Diana L.
Wilcox, rector of Christ Church in
Bloomfield and Glen ridge, new Jersey.



in digital security. the concession
phone call on election night is almost
a quaint relic of the past. For some
who call themselves statesmen and
stateswomen, it’s almost impossible to
let the people decide.

the people of the Diocese of
Florida chose the rev. Charlie

holt as their bishop coadjutor on

november 19 for the second time.
that should surprise no one, because
he won the most votes in both houses
on all three ballots the diocese’s elec-
tors have cast. But a small group of
clergy and lay delegates just can’t be
convinced that there isn’t a conspir-
acy behind it.

they lodged a series of procedural
objections to holt’s first election on
May 14, and after a hearing panel
found that voting irregularities “cast a
shadow on the integrity of the elec-
tion,” holt withdrew his acceptance.
after he won again, they are back

with more complaints. Most are tech-
nical, one concerns a clerical error,
another alleges a complicated con-
spiracy behind the granting of canon-
ical residency by Florida’s current
bishop. Perhaps the objections will
mean the hearing panel must rule on
the case for a second time. they
pointedly did not convince the elec-
tors of the Diocese of Florida, who

spent more than three hours patiently
listening to them being raised before
decisively electing holt again on a
single ballot.

if they fail in persuading the hear-
ing panel, the objectors have already
begun trying to dissuade bishops and
standing committees across the
church to refuse consent to the dio-
cese’s election. this would follow ear-
lier attempts to tar holt as a bigot by
cherry-picking comments from a
panel discussion where he was asked
to honestly describe a failing. 

in 2020, i served as an election
judge in my town. the pandemic

had left the county board short on
volunteers, and i was glad to carry on
a family tradition, as my mother has
staffed the poll for decades in our
hometown. i participated in a day-
long training session a few weeks
beforehand, most of it focused on the
processes for registering and certify-
ing voters and handling the machines
used to collect ballots. 

We were warned that there might
be “poll watchers” focused on finding
process flaws, but election day itself
was quiet and uneventful. the high-
light at our site was a visit from the
swiss ambassador, who had come to
see for himself that american
democracy was just as efficient and
undramatic as he had always sup-
posed.

Claims of widespread ballot tam-
pering and faulty machine tabula-
tions were being raised almost as
soon as we poll workers headed for
home. Former President trump
could not believe he had lost. the
crowds at his rallies were so much
bigger, his supporters said. his fans
showed so much more enthusiasm.
Only a massive conspiracy, abetted by
compliant poll workers, could explain
his crushing defeat in the Electoral
College and a four-point gap in the
popular vote. i think, like most poll
workers, i was thoroughly uncon-
vinced.

President trump’s blustering is but
the most egregious example of a
growing trend in american politics.
More elections are challenged than
ever before, despite major advances

De terra veritas

On Letting Florida Decide

it seems more likely that
the objectors just can’t
imagine that the people
really decided that
Charlie holt, an outspoken
defender of traditional
marriage, should be their
bishop.
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Perhaps the objectors are really just
process purists, and the standing

committee just can’t help making lit-
tle mistakes — though the invest-
ment it made in a parliamentarian
and a canon lawyer for the november
19 vote must have helped.

it seems more likely that the objec-
tors just can’t imagine that the people
really decided that Charlie holt, an
outspoken defender of traditional
marriage, should be their bishop.
after all, only five of the Episcopal
Church’s domestic diocesan bishops
still uphold this teaching. in an origi-
nal field of five strong candidates,
Charlie holt was the only outsider,
and the only clear conservative. Many
of the leading objectors come from
the diocese’s wealthiest and most
socially prominent parishes. they are
well-connected and respected in the
wider Episcopal Church. Echo cham-
bers can be blue as well as red. 

Perhaps it’s just unimaginable to
the objectors that leaders like Charlie
holt represent the views of hundreds
of thousands of Episcopalians, many
of them among our church’s most
gifted and committed young leaders.
Maybe they can’t see that making a
place for theological conservatives to
exercise leadership in this church will
play a crucial role in the long-term
work to bridge divides in the angli-
can Communion. 

Could they have forgotten the 2015
house of Bishops’ Mind of the house
resolution? it said of the Commun-
ion Partners, who share holt’s con-
victions about Christian marriage:
“they are an indispensable part of
who we are as the house of Bishops

of the Episcopal Church. Our church
needs their witness.” Do they know of
the more than three years of work
across our church to foster “commu-
nion across difference,” of dialogue
across charitable disagreement and
arrangements to ensure that those of
different convictions continue to
flourish and use their gifts for min-
istry?

Elections only work among people
who can trust each other, bound
together by mutual loyalty to a
greater community. Factionalism,
usually abetted by litigiousness, is an
ominous sign for any community
that aims to be strong enough to
form its members in meaningful
ways. Perhaps, for a nation as diverse
as ours, deep partisan rancor must
simply be endured, and we can hope
for little more than carefully bro-
kered, temporary truces.

Can’t we expect more of Christians,
who have pledged to “maintain the
unity of the spirit in the bond of
peace” (Eph. 4:3)? We are brothers
and sisters, who ask together that
God would “look graciously” on us
and “guide our minds” (BCP 818)
when we choose our leaders. 

Charlie holt has shown remark-
able grace and self-control during
this ordeal. he has repeatedly
affirmed the gifts of his fellow candi-
dates and emphasized his commit-
ment to healing the diocese’s
divisions. he said in a recent email
to the diocese that the seemingly
unending process has brought him to
his knees, but also helped him
encounter afresh God’s mercy, which
flows from the life-giving cross.

the framers of the Episcopal
Church’s system for selecting

bishops were not actually cribbing
from the american Constitution,
despite what people sometimes say.
they looked back to the acts of the
apostles, to a model of prayerful dis-
cernment by the whole people of
God, with the holy spirit’s choice
revealed in an open process (c.f. acts
1:12-26, 13:1-3). 

the framers required that the lead-
ers of other dioceses recognize those
elected as new bishops “to be of such
sufficiency in learning, of such
soundness in the Faith, and of such
godly character” to exercise this min-
istry. this was intended to foster
interdependence and mutual respect,
a nod toward Catholic order, not a
means for ensuring ideological con-
formity on the theological controver-
sies of the day.

the process of elections and con-
sents is rooted in our claim to be part
of Christ’s one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic church. if we, like the apos-
tles, are witnesses of Christ’s resur-
rection and sharers in the redeeming
work of his cross, we should be able
to hear and obey the spirit’s prompt-
ing just as they did. Because he has
loved us, we ought also to love one
another, deferring to each other, even
when common decisions challenge
our personal convictions. the Epis-
copal Church will be stronger and
more faithful if it lets Florida decide,
endorsing its chosen leader for the
holy work God and the people have
called him to do.

Mark Michael

Can’t we expect more of Christians, who have pledged to “maintain
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3)? We are 

brothers and sisters, who ask together that God would “look
graciously” on us and “guide our minds” (BCP 818) when we

choose our leaders. 
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Sunday Schools Build Back
After COVID Challenges
By Bonnie n. scott

E piscopal sunday schools across the country have long strug-
gled to make do with very little. For some churches, that has

meant a lack of funding, resources, teachers, or even children. 
Melina smith is children’s program director at Calvary-st.

George Church in new york City and executive director of 

Masked children in sunday school at Calvary-st. George’s Calvary-st. George’s photo
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storyMakers nyC, which designs Christian
resources for children. “in terms of church
attendance, many children, even before COViD,
were attending sunday school six to eight times
a semester, meaning that churches are charged
with spiritually forming children in only 12 to
16 hours within a given year, which can seem
like an impossible task,” she said.

“Even before the pandemic, it was really
important for us to reconsider how we were
engaging in formation with kids, because atten-
dance was already dropping,” smith said. “this
has pushed us forward into a place where we
have to reconsider how we engage and make it
meaningful.”

sunday school took a major hit during the
COViD-19 pandemic. nearly half of churches
surveyed in a hartford institute for religious
research study reported major disruptions in
their religious education programs in the last
two years. 

the long-term effects are uneven among con-
gregations. Evangelical churches have reported
fewer educational disruptions. Churches with
100 or more congregants had an easier time
retaining programming for children and youth,
compared with churches of fewer than 50 aver-
age sunday worshipers. With differing COViD
restrictions across the country, location has also
played a large factor in whether sunday schools
have returned to normal.

For the Episcopal Church, questions about
sunday school involve the future of the church.
With pandemic disruptions fueling an already
steady decline in attendance, some worry
whether new generations will remain active in
churches. 

Children’s ministry and sunday school
directors struggled with the same pandemic
challenges experienced by teachers all over
america. Materials designed for classrooms
had to be adapted for online classes. Children
were forced to adapt to computer resources
that some had never used before, and that were
not well-suited for the youngest children. this
was an especially difficult transition for sun-
day school programs that previously stressed
engaging with physical space. 

Calvary Episcopal Church in summit,
new Jersey, uses the Catechesis of the
Good shepherd, which is based on

Montessori methods. Pre-pandemic, its chil-
dren’s ministry had anywhere from 18 to 40
children each sunday. they gathered in a space
called “the atrium,” a room with soaring ceilings
meant to evoke a sense of awe and reverence,
even for the youngest child. in this space, chil-
dren prayed, sang, and read Bible stories before
the pandemic. 

When the COViD-19 pandemic forced wor-
ship and sunday school online, children strug-
gled with the transition. “Kids were definitely
not able to engage with the material in the same
way over Zoom,” said sadie Bennett, children’s
coordinator at Calvary. “as difficult as it was for
me to try to watch a church service and create a
worship environment in my living room, i think
they had the same struggles, if not more, trying
to create that atrium feeling at home.” 

in the spring of 2020, many children’s pro-
grams tried to offer take-home projects or
materials that did not require screen time, espe-
cially for younger children, for whom using
Zoom was virtually impossible. the success of
these materials, however, largely depended on
already overburdened parents’ abilities to
become sunday school teachers. this was an
especially overwhelming task for parents with
many children of different ages, with all the dis-
tractions of a home environment. 

“the parents really had to become the cate-
chists, and so much of the children’s spiritual
development depended on how much prayer
language and spiritual formation they were
able to get at home,” Bennett said. “With the
lack of sunday school reinforcement, it really
does get trickier for parents, especially during
those early pandemic times, when they were
focusing on just getting through the day.
inserting faith into discussions is sometimes
the most families can do. sometimes parents
feel uncertain how to express their faith with
their children, so they rely on sunday school
for that spiritual formation.”

While many children’s programs struggled
(Continued on next page)

“as difficult as it was for me to try to watch a church service and create a
worship environment in my living room, i think [children] had the same
struggles, if not more, trying to create that atrium feeling at home.”
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with online programming, especially as the pan-
demic lingered into the fall and winter of 2020
and outdoor options dwindled, the effects of the
lockdowns and indoor restrictions on children
varied from state to state. Just as school districts
opted for online learning or reverted to in-per-
son classes, Episcopal sunday schools faced
scattershot approaches. 

“Even though we went virtual and stayed that
way for almost two years, we stayed engaged
throughout the whole process,” said smith of
Calvary-st. George’s, which has between 30 and

40 children in its program on a given sunday.
“that consistent engagement has meant our
numbers, pre- and post-pandemic, have
remained the same.”

through the fall and winter of 2020 in tulsa,
Oklahoma, the warm weather made it possible
to continue outdoor worship and sunday school
for Christ Church Episcopal until nearly
December. Once the weather turned, all activi-
ties moved indoors with masking.

Christ Church’s numbers, both for adults and
children, have grown significantly in 2022. sara
Plummer, director of children’s ministry at
Christ Church, attributed that growth both to
strong church leadership and sustained pro-
gramming throughout the pandemic. 

While worship moved exclusively online for a
short time in the spring of 2020, by the first

warmth of summer, outdoor worship and sun-
day school resumed. 

“Christ Church offered worship in person
during 2020 when so many churches, even in
the area, weren’t,” Plummer said. “Being able to
take your kids somewhere, even if it was out-
side, and being able to have Communion really
seemed to impact people and kept them engag-
ing with the church. the result was that our
community really grew. having families
absolutely begets more families.” 

nearly 30 percent of Christ Church’s congre-
gation consists of children, Plummer said, and
this growth shows no sign of diminishing. 

For churches like Calvary, which remained
closed to in-person sunday school until
recently, hosted fewer coffee hours, and offered
less adult formation, new families have not been
quick to join. some children have experienced
noticeable changes in their spiritual develop-
ment. 

“We missed out on a huge developmental
window for them,” Bennett said. “But i trust in
the process, and i trust in the spirit. some of
the concepts that most of them get in Level 1 of
our programming come into Level 2 not having
as much of a grasp of those concepts, but that’s
OK, and we just go back over them again. Ulti-
mately, though, i’m not too worried about the
children. it will happen at their own pace. all
we can do is make the material available when
they’re ready for it.”

Bennett says that at Calvary, “the children
are even more engaged, focused, and calmed
in the atrium space than they were before the
pandemic. With all of the Zoom, it’s been so
refreshing to physically be in a space that feels
special and spiritual. i think the kids, just like
us adults, are subconsciously thankful to be
with others again.”  o

Sunday Schools Build Back After COVID Challenges

(Continued from previous page)

sunday school at Calvary Church, summit, new Jersey Calvary Church photo
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5Under 25
Conversations
with Emerging Episcopal Leaders

By Weston Curnow

When General Convention met in

Baltimore in the summer of 2022,

church leaders made a pragmatic

decision but painful signal: they

chose to protect young people from

COViD-19 by cancelling the Official

youth Presence (a feature since 1989)

and the young adult Festival (which

has met alongside the convention

since 2003).

Disappointed by General Conven-

tion, i set out to meet some members

of the Episcopal Church’s next genera-

tion of leaders. these are five of them.

Macy Kendzior of Gainesville, Florida

Macy Kendzior is working on a post-baccalaureate degree
in educational science at the University of Florida, after

recently completing a degree in speech pathology, communication
science, and disorder. 

Macy grew up in the Episcopal Church, and remained active in
church while in college, working across one campus and two dio-
ceses. 

Macy serves as president of Chapel house, also called EpiscoGators,
at the University of Florida. as president, Macy is in charge of coordi-
nating meals, planning retreats, networking with students, and making
students aware of the opportunities at Chapel house. 

in the fall semester, Macy was offered the opportunity to serve as
student liaison to her bishop, the rt. rev. samuel Johnson howard
of the Diocese of Florida. 

Macy also serves as the events director of Dayspring, the Diocese
of southwest Florida’s summer camp in Parrish, 160 miles south of
Gainesville.

Macy wants the church to know that a young person’s interest and
dedication to ministry do not equate to a call to priesthood. “We
often hear of young people as being the Church of tomorrow, but
that is not true,” she says. “We are the Church of today.”

Macy hopes God will continue to use her as a lay minister to do
the work of the Church.

Weston Curnow is an English and
philosophy student and Episcopal peer
minister at the University of Kansas
in Lawrence.
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Julian Manresa is studying theology and
philosophy of religion at Clare College,

Cambridge. Julian was raised evangelical
and has always shown a keen interest in
scripture. at 17, Julian found the Episcopal
Church through Church of the resurrection
in new york City. Originally drawn to
anglo-Catholicism, Julian says his faith has
its foundations in anglicanism’s responsive
and academic Protestantism. 

as an undergraduate at yale studying
comparative literature, Julian was sustained
in his faith by the life of multiple parishes.
Julian mentions the Church of the advent in
Boston as the place where he began to
develop his academic and missional
approach to relational faith. “at the Church
of the advent, i found great intellectual
engagement.” 

Julian believes that with the privilege of
studying in prestigious spaces comes the
responsibility to witness to those who might
otherwise not take Christianity seriously. 

“God is before me in my studies, and in
studying and witnessing, i am engaging in
worship,” he says. Julian uses his learning to
appeal to his peers, sharing the gospel in a
way palatable to them: “Knowledge is not
mere acquisition, but knowledge of God’s
truth.” 

inspired by the life and work of 20th-cen-
tury anglican academics, Julian hopes to
use his abilities within the academy to culti-
vate personal holiness and a missional atti-
tude.

Julian calls on the Church and her people
to have their faith “on the ground,” wit-
nessing to people’s conditions and being the
missionaries God calls his people to be.

Julian Manresa of Cambridge, England



20 THe LIVInG CHURCH • January 8, 2023

Gage Woodyard is the director of st. Benedict’s Min-
istries in Omaha, a monastic community of the Dio-

cese of nebraska. among many other duties, Gage’s work
includes supervising st. Benedict’s urban gardens, managing
the food pantry, and coordinating weekly community dinners. 

Gage grew up Episcopalian and was heavily involved in Epis-
copal st. Francis Canterbury at Kansas state University, where
he studied kinesiology.

Gage’s hopes the church will strike a balance: young people
will be granted the leadership they need to respond to their
times while avoiding overloaded responsibility and ministerial
burnout. 

For Gage, God is everywhere: in the people he feeds, in the gar-
dens he tends, and in the monastic rhythm of prayer. Gage hopes
he can take what he is learning at st. Benedict’s and encourage
others to found comminutes of prayer, service, and fellowship. 

Ellie singer grew up in a Jewish and Unitarian-Universalist
family and converted to Christianity while at Georgetown

University, where she studied economics and theology. today,
Ellie serves the church as a social-media specialist, a small-busi-
ness owner, an editor, a small-group facilitator, and a delegate to
the United nations’ Climate Change Conference in Glasgow
(COP26).

Ellie was drawn to the church through Commonplace: Epis-
copal-Lutheran Ministry at Georgetown. Ellie appreciated Com-
monplace’s support for women in ministry and its stance on
LGBt rights. “i was called to my ministries by a movement of the
heart,” Ellie said of her time in college. “God knew my path before
i had taken my first step.”

Unifying her diverse forms of ministry is a pervading commit-
ment to community and sustainability. as the owner of Common
Prayer shop, Ellie creates vestments and gifts made from sustain-
able materials. as managing editor for podcasts at Earth & Altar
magazine, Ellie helps those traditionally without a platform share
their stories. as she hosts monthly conversations with the Great
Middle — a group of Episcopalians from the central United states,
from the rockies to the Great Lakes — she helps people reflect on
God’s love and how best to show that love to the world.

though a strong advocate for youth in leadership, Ellie stresses
what Gen Z has in common with other generations: “aside from our
approach to technology, we are the same; there is nothing new under
the sun.” Ellie hopes, through her myriad ministries, to speak to the
universal needs of people and show them that God is with them.

Gage Woodyard of Lincoln, nebraska

Ellie singer of houston
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andrew Loran raines of Durham, north Carolina

andrew Loran raines is an aspirant studying at Duke Divinity school.
andrew grew up southern Baptist. During his junior year of high school, he

encountered anglicanism at an Evensong service for the sesquicentennial celebra-
tion of his local Episcopal church. 

as an undergraduate, andrew joined the Episcopal Center at Duke, where he was
confirmed, occasionally preached, and — in his senior year — served on the vestry.

andrew began his studies at Duke with a major in biomedical engineering. While
attending a college dinner, he was seated next to theologian William Willimon, dean
of Duke Chapel at the time, and later a United Methodist bishop in alabama. 

andrew said that by the end of the dinner, Willimon told him, “you are going to
be a preacher” — the very thing andrew was avoiding. “God gives you aggravating
people to tell you to be a priest,” andrew says.

since that dinner, the trajectory of andrew’s life and studies has vindicated
Willimon’s prediction. in the summer of 2022, andrew was selected to serve as a
steward at the 15th Lambeth Conference in England. in addition to meeting the
archbishop of Canterbury, presiding and diocesan bishops, and other church digni-
taries, andrew worked alongside young adults from around the world. 

andrew said he felt the holy spirit knitting together progressives and traditional-
ists in love and commitment. after Lambeth, andrew remained in England for the
rest of summer, interning at all saints notting hill in London.

andrew wants the Church to know that young people are looking neither for the
republican nor the Democratic parties at prayer, but rather a moderate place of
prayer. “young people are so lonely, and are looking for community in other places,”
he says. “it will be the Church that can offer truly satisfying community as a member
of the body of Christ.”

andrew hopes to take his research further and see where God leads in his ministry. 
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By Charles hoffacker

after many years away, i
decided last fall to visit the
graves of my forebears in new

Jersey and to worship at what was
their parish for generations: st. John’s
Church in Elizabeth, new Jersey. 

st. John’s is located in the historic
heart of Elizabeth, an area known as
Midtown. the seat of Union County
and new Jersey’s fourth-largest city,
Elizabeth is home to 130,000 people.
this church is positioned to grow as
a center for ministry, in the immedi-
ate neighborhood and beyond. 

My visit to st. John’s made me
aware of a legacy of kindness, and i
will describe examples: the welcome
home extended to a loyalist rector
during the revolutionary era, the
successful inclusion of European
immigrants in the 19th century, and a
current ministry by and for newly
arrived Latino people. these are only
a few episodes from a long history of
a parish that obeys the gospel.

Founded in 1706 by missionaries

of the society for Propagating the
Gospel in Foreign Parts, st. John’s
was planted in a major new Jersey
community close to new york and
originally known as Elizabethtown or
Elizabeth town.

For many years, the rector of st.
John’s was thomas Bradbury Chan-
dler (1726-90), a loyalist during the
american revolution and a strong
advocate for episcopacy in north
america. in Chandler, st. John’s
parishioners had a prominent and
learned priest.

Beginning in 1775, Chandler lived
in England for 10 years, then
accepted an invitation from st. John’s
to return as rector. a cancer subse-
quently developed on his face that
kept him from many official duties.
Vestry members demonstrated Chris-
tian character by insisting that he
continue in office and live in the rec-
tory, even when incapacitated. 

the ability of Chandler and his
congregation to transcend deeply
held political differences is also
apparent in how his daughter Cather-

ine married revolutionary War Gen-
eral Elias Dayton’s younger son, also
named Elias. 

the general’s older son, Jonathan
Dayton (1760-1824), was the youngest
person to sign the U.s. Constitution.
Both thomas Chandler and Jonathan
Dayton are buried at st. John’s. 

the British government appointed
Chandler as the first Bishop of nova
scotia in 1785, but he declined the
appointment due to ill health. Chan-
dler contributed in many ways to the
founding of the Episcopal Church,
such as promoting contacts that
resulted in samuel seabury’s consecra-
tion by scottish Episcopal bishops in
1784.

Many of Chandler’s papers were
destroyed, but a 1790 catalog of his
library survives that lists nearly 2,000
books. this catalog became a major
source for a new biography: The Folly
of Revolution: Thomas Bradbury
Chandler and the Loyalist Mind in a
Democratic Age by s. scott rohrer,
published in March 2022 by Penn
state University Press.

a Legacy of Kindness: st. John’s Church, Elizabeth, new Jersey

Worship at st. John’s Church on the second sunday in advent
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Church figures for the second half
of the 19th century show sub-

stantial expansion at st. John’s.
st. John’s anticipated this period of

growth by erecting its building in
1860 with a seating capacity of 700,
which makes it the largest Episcopal
worship site in new Jersey. its inte-
rior recalls st. Mary’s, Oxford, and its
exterior recalls Merton College,
Oxford. Many immigrants must have
found their way to this new church.
among them were my hoffacker
ancestors, immigrants from Ger-
many, who were attracted to both st.
John’s and the Episcopal Church. My
great-grandfather’s descendants came
to include faithful laypeople, and
three of us became Episcopal priests.

i know little about how the hof-
fackers became Episcopalians, but st.
John’s must have done something sig-
nificant to attract and retain them.
there were, after all, other religious
options available in their new home-
land. similar developments no doubt
occurred in other families newly
arrived in Elizabeth who opted for st.
John’s. Kindness must have had
something to do with it. 

a popular exercise among Episco-
palians today is to ask how they came
to their current congregation, which
may have been their first encounter
with the Episcopal Church. One of
the most popular factors is the kind-
ness and interest demonstrated by
some specific person. in that person,
the congregation showed a welcom-
ing face, demonstrated a hospitality

that began to incorporate a new per-
son into the congregation.

i believe my forebears encountered
this at st. John’s, and i am grateful
they did. i hope that any new arrival
at an Episcopal church today will
have a similar experience.

When my wife, helena Mirtova,
and i visited st. John’s on a sun-

day in november 2022, the building
looked very different than it must have
appeared to my ancestors in the 19th
century. the mid-atlantic urban cli-
mate had its effect over many decades,
as had delayed maintenance. But the
place was alive, and we found ourselves
on the receiving end of kindness.

the people at st. John’s are now
Latino and working class, accurately
reflecting their neighborhood. the
liturgy, which was in spanish, fol-
lowed rite ii, as we saw while using a
bilingual prayer book produced by
Episcopalians in Europe. Perhaps a
hundred people attended the service.
Men and women, adults and chil-
dren, were all well-represented. Peo-
ple seemed happy to be present, at
home in their church.

a welcome impression i received
was of people assisting one another.
in many congregations, those
engaged in social services and those
receiving services constitute two dis-
tinct groups. at st. John’s, they
appeared to be a single group. those
helping knew from experience what
it was like to receive help.

this congregation includes recent
arrivals from several Latin american
countries, above all Colombia. their
pastor, Father Jorge Martinez, is from
the Dominican republic. Last
november a service at trinity Cathe-
dral in trenton, new Jersey, included
the confirmation or reception of 40

people from st. John’s.
Periodic liturgies at st. John’s wel-

come people to their new church and
their new country. My wife, an immi-
grant from Latvia, was deeply moved
to learn of these services of welcome
and to see a video of Father Martinez
marking each new arrival with the
sign of the cross.

the church operates an immigra-
tion center that offers the services of
an attorney. Food, clothing, and
emergency housing are available. the
immigrants served by
st. John’s not only
face legal, economic,
and cultural chal-
lenges in settling into
their new homeland.
Because many have
been traumatized by
violence at one time
or another and bear
deep emotional scars,
psychological and spiritual counsel-
ing and support are an essential part
of ministry among them.

st. John’s is an old parish with a
young congregation. Father Martinez
has served there for only a short
time, much of it coinciding with the
COViD-19 pandemic. But his min-
istry there is already fruitful, with
many hopes for the future, including
a youth soccer team. the church’s
physical plant is vast, a resource for
parish and community activities.
Father Martinez and his congregation
are people of hope. they are willing
to work hard to realize visions rooted
in the gospel, and they know that
kindness is contagious.

The Rev. Charles Hoffacker is a priest
of the Episcopal Diocese of Washing-
ton who lives in Greenbelt, Maryland.
His son-in-law, Daniel Gage, provided
photos for this article.

Fr. Martinez
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By neva rae Fox 

retta Blaney is a university
professor and award-winning
journalist whose spirit is

grounded in the Episcopal Church
(she is a member of holy trinity in
Manhattan) and whose heart
belongs to Broadway.

Blaney is the spark and driving
force behind the annual Broadway
Blessing, which she described as “an
interfaith service of song, dance, and
story which brings actors together
for a good season.”

Blaney is a frequent contributor to
tLC, writing most recently about
the Foundation for spirituality and
the arts. her blog, Life Upon the
Sacred Stage, “highlights news,
reviews and insights into the worlds

of faith and the performing arts.”
Broadway Blessing celebrated its

25th anniversary in september and
draws between 200 to 500 people. it’s
held on the second Monday in sep-
tember “because Mondays are dark
in the theater world.”

Blaney started Broadway Blessing
when she was a writer for Backstage,
the performing arts weekly. “i regu-
larly talked to young actors who
were struggling to make it in their
profession and feeling the discour-
agement of frequent rejection,”
Blaney said. “i wanted to bring them
together for a joyful event that cele-
brated their giftedness and would
send them out with hope.”

actors often face difficulties,
unemployment, and long down
times, she said.

Blaney is not an actress and “never
had any desire to be one,” but she
believes in a strong connection
between faith and the arts. 

in her book Working on the Inside:
The Spiritual Life Through the Eyes of
Actors, she related the early years of
Broadway Blessing and shared tales
of Liam neeson, Vanessa Williams,
Phylicia rashad, and the late
Edward herrmann. 

in her experience, actors are reti-
cent about mentioning their faith,
wanting to avoid accusations of
proselyting. But when asked, most
are quick to offer their insights.

an article from Broadway World
quoted herrmann about the annual
event: “it’s reassuring to know there
are so many people out there you
know who believe in God, and want
to take that part of their life and
dedicate it to the theatre, because
theatre is a very spiritual endeavor.
they come from every conceivable
denomination.”

Blaney said her book presents “ten
chapters, each one an element of the
universal spiritual life — ‘Faith,’ ‘in
the Moment,’ ‘Listening,’ ‘silence,’
‘Prayer,’ ‘self-Knowledge,’ ‘Commu-
nity,’ ‘hospitality,’ ‘ritual,’ and
‘transformation.’ i talked to actors
about how those elements are part of
their professional and/or personal
life.”

some Episcopal clergy are men-
tioned as well. “For the end of each
chapter i interviewed Jewish and
Christian clergy about how those
elements are also part of organized

Broadway Blessing
a Prayerful Pause for actors

retta Blaney (left), with the rev. adrian Dannhauser, priest in charge, Church of the incarnation.
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May 24-June 4, 2023 
Exploring Anglican Heritage 

A Pilgrimage for Friends of The Living Church 
Registration now closed.

June 7-16, 2023 
African conference on Life in Communion with the Anglican
Communion Office and St. Paul’s University, Limuru, Kenya 

Registration available soon.

October 2023 
A preaching conference at the Parish of Calvary-St. George’s, New York

Registration available soon.

Visit the Calendar of Events at 
livingchurch.org/tlci to register and learn more.

religion,” she said. “Bishop
[Catherine] roskam commented on
‘Community’ and [the rev.] Bill
Doubleday was the Christian com-
mentator on ‘transformation.’”

Broadway Blessing is an interfaith
service “because inclusivity is
important to me. i want everyone to
feel welcome. it is free and open to
all.

“We open with rabbi Jill
hausman of the actors’ temple pro-
cessing in and singing a prayer. she
is also a cantor who has sung with
operas around the world. this is a
way for people to center and get
quiet, and the Episcopalian in me
loves a procession.

“the pastor/rector/dean of what-
ever church/cathedral we are in
gives a welcome. the Broadway
Blessing Choir sings show music
throughout, ending with a sing-
along. 

“an actor offers a theatre reflec-
tion. among those who have filled
this role are Lynn redgrave, Boyd
Gaines, Melissa Errico, Marian
seldes, Frances sternhagen, and
herrmann. 

“Musical theatre stars sing solos,
and we often have actors performing
parts of plays they are in — those are
solo, too. among those who have

taken part in some way are Chita
rivera, stephanie J. Block, James
Barbour, Mary-Mitchell Campbell,
tituss Burgess, Kathleen Chalfant,
Billy Porter, and Broadway inspira-
tional Voices. 

“We have a reading from the
hebrew scriptures, dancers, and a
candle-lighting ceremony.”

For many years Broadway Blessing
met at st. Clement’s, the site of this
year’s celebration. st. Clement’s says
on its website that it “serves the the-
atre district community, symbolized
by our famous Mass in the theatre
(most sundays). We remain the
third oldest, continually operating
Off Broadway theatre in new york
City.”

Broadway Blessing met at the
Cathedral Church of st. John the
Divine for five years when the rev.
thomas Miller served as canon for
liturgy and the arts. “i was pleased to
have Broadway Blessing at the cathe-
dral,” Miller said. “it seemed like the
event had outgrown the worship
spaces available in the theatre Dis-
trict.”

he reflected on this year’s event. “i
felt it was so right for it to be back in
the theatre neighborhood. it was

srO, but i don’t think anyone was
turned away. neighborhood is key to
Broadway Blessing’s significance. in
many ways, the Broadway theatre is
a small town or village embedded in
a global city. so, the coming together
of Lutheran, roman, Episcopal
churches, along with the actors’
synagogue, in an ecumenical/inter-
faith initiative is what lots of towns,
villages, and cities across america
do.”

Miller added: “since the cathedral
days, as i observed this year,
Broadway Blessing continues to
attract younger talent and is an
impressive showcase of rising stars,
in addition to the attraction of more
seasoned performers. this year’s
lineup included Lee roy reams,
Marta sanders, and Jeff McCarthy as
well as a bunch of ‘kids’ undertaking
their first Broadway roles. Lots of
energy there, as you can imagine.” o

“In many ways, the
Broadway Theatre is a
small town or village
embedded in a global city.”

—Thomas Miller

Olivia hardy sings at the 25th anniversary of
Broadway Blessing.                     Lauren yarger photo
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By steve rice

This essay was first published on
December 1 on Covenant, the weblog
of thE LiVinG ChUrCh.

When you do something over
and over, it sometimes
requires a bit of effort to

mentally engage with what you are
doing. My confessor once told me to
focus on the verbs in the eucharistic
prayer to discipline my attention
when it wandered during the Mass. i
find it helpful: “and here we offer and
present unto thee, O Lord, our selves,
our souls and bodies, to be a reason-
able, holy, and living sacrifice unto
thee.” it’s been good advice. Before
Mass, i’ve started to say the vesting
prayers in Latin. i have tremendous
interest in language but, sadly, no

aptitude. saying the prayers in Latin
forces to me to slow down, meaning i
must start vesting earlier. it also
requires that i focus on the words.
When i put the maniple on the wrist
of my left arm and tie the strings, i
am drawn into the prayer: Merear,
Domine, portare manipulum fletus et
doloris; ut cum exsultatione recipiam
mercedem laboris (May i be worthy, O
Lord, to bear the maniple of tears and
sorrows, that i may with joy receive
the fruit of my labors). 

the maniple’s origins are ancient. it
was an ornamental handkerchief,
used to wipe sweat from the brow.
Before the maniple developed to hang
from the arm, it was folded and car-
ried as a bundle in the hand. the
word reveals this origin: manus
(hand) and plena (full). it’s a handful.

May i be worthy, O Lord, to bear

the handful of tears and sorrows.

in reflecting on the current state of
our COViD/post-COViD parish
life, i am torn. i’m beyond tired

talking about it, and yet i don’t think
we’ve talked about it enough. i don’t
mean discussions about restrictions
or modes of transmission, but rather
about the spiritual pain and damage
that has been done. the wounds that
we bear and the wounds we, clergy
and laity, must dress and address in
others. 

i don’t think clergy are talking to
one another. i think we are afraid we
will be exposed as failures. We craft
our livestreams to show less of the
congregation and purposely post pic-
tures of children and families when
they show up. Pre-COViD stalwarts
of prayer and participation are now

Fistfuls of tears, Fistfuls of Joy

Mosaic of Christ in supplication, from the facade of the Church of all nations in Jerusalem. Lawrence OP photo
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twice-a-month at best. Good friends
have turned to ghosts. When asked
about attendance, even though we
know the exact number, we respond
with vague generalities. PPP is now
spent and on stewardship, 2023 is the
Wild West.

am i the only one? Without
thinking hard, i can come up with
nearly a dozen friends who have
resigned from parish ministry in the
past year. Friends are drinking too
much. One died from the poisonous
medicine prescribed by his addiction. 

We have fistfuls of tears and sorrows. 

When i’m to the point of
being done, of checking
again to see my earliest

retirement date (February 2035), tired
of bleeding from innumerable digs
and cuts, i am both chastised and
comforted before Mass when i put on
the maniple. the cloth that symboli-
cally wipes the sweat from my toil
reminds me why i am a priest. i have
been called to unite myself with the
cross of Jesus Christ and to serve as a
living sacrifice. i cannot be surprised
that it is hard. i cannot be shocked
that it will sometimes hurt. 

an Orthodox monk once shared a
story about his spiritual father, who
was the subject of jealousy and
slander. When the elder heard of
gossip and lies spread about him, he
praised God, saying those lies would
lead to the sanctification of souls.
have i praised God when i’ve
received hard news? have i praised
God when i heard the sting of unfair
criticism or gossip? While i’ve put on
the maniple, have i truly worn it?

When we tie the maniple around
our wrists, we are binding our lives to
the tears and sorrows of the people in
our care. their sorrows, we need to
be reminded, are almost always
graver than our own and represent a
suffering we have not experienced
and cannot imagine. Bound together,

we carry our bundles of tears and sor-
rows to the altar, where they are
joined to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

st. Paul wrote to the romans that
“we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, and
hope does not disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the holy spirit that
has been given to us” (rom. 5:3-5).

the maniple is a liturgical string
around our finger, an orna-
mental device for memory.

God loves us so much that through
Jesus Christ, he has turned the pain of
suffering into an avenue toward hope.
the maniple is only worn at the cele-
bration of the holy Eucharist. it is not
worn in processions, it is not worn at
the Office, it is only worn by the
priest (and deacon) when the sacri-
fice of Jesus Christ is made present
under the sacramental signs. 

that liturgical discipline makes a
significant statement to everyone
gathered at the Eucharist. Our suf-
ferings, tears, and sorrows are prop-
erly directed to the altar and not to
twitter, not to the bottle, and not to
bitterness. Only the altar can bring
us in contact with the substance of
hope. 

Psalm 126:6 echoes the traditional
vesting prayer for the maniple.
“those who go out weeping, bearing
the seed for sowing, shall come home
with shouts of joy, carrying their
sheaves.” in Latin, qui seminant in

lacrimis in exultatione metent, qui
ambulans ibat et flebat portans ad
seminandum sementem veniens veniet
in exultatione portans manipulos
suos. instead of carrying their bun-
dles (manipulos) of tears and sorrows,
those who have united their suffer-
ings with Christ will come home with
fistfuls of joy. 

i have found that i pause longer
when putting on the maniple than
any other vestment. i try to
remember those in my care who are
currently suffering. i think of my own
wounds endured for the sake of
fidelity. When tying the maniple, i ask
the Lord to untie my pride from my
heart. i ask for grace to praise when
i’d rather complain. it has strength-
ened my priesthood and brought me
closer to the wounds of Christ. 

the use of the maniple was never
abrogated. it simply fell into
disuse, along with the accompa-

nying prayer. i encourage the restora-
tion of both. it is a reminder that the
priesthood is a labor that comes with
handfuls of suffering and tears of
sorrow, both our own and from those
we serve. it is a reminder that we sow
those sufferings in the wounds of
Christ, planted in the eucharistic sacri-
fice. it is a reminder that all who come
to Jesus Christ will never walk away
empty-handed but will carry their
sheaves of joy. Fistfuls. 

The Rev. Steve Rice is rector of St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina.

i have found that i pause longer
when putting on the maniple

than any other vestment.



28 THe LIVInG CHURCH • January 8, 2023

CULtUrEs

Posing the Eternal Questions
Medieval Treasures 
from the Glencairn Museum
the Philadelphia Museum of art
Gallery 307, Main Building
2600 Benjamin Franklin Parkway
through november 30, 2023

By Pamela a. Lewis

Founded as a religious community
in the late 19th century by mem-
bers of the swedenborgian new

Church, the small borough of Bryn
athyn is located about 15 miles north
of Center City Philadelphia. Despite its
modest size, Bryn athyn is home to
some of the area’s most remarkable
architecture, its buildings reflecting the
religious faith and vision of the com-
munity’s earliest residents.

Glencairn was built in Bryn athyn
by raymond Pitcairn (1885-1966) in a
style harking back to medieval
romanesque architecture. Pitcairn and
his wife, Mildred, were devoted mem-
bers of the new Church. he had no
formal training in architecture, but had
previously supervised the construction
of Bryn athyn Cathedral, a Gothic and
romanesque complex. 

Both buildings’ designs developed
gradually, relying on scale and full-
sized plaster models rather than on
architectural plans. the craftsmen,
working with designers in shops and
studios built on-site for them, provided
creative input. But above all, Glencairn
was Pitcairn’s residence (into which he
and Mildred moved in 1939), designed
to house and showcase his outstanding
collection of medieval objects, pur-
chased as inspirational models for the
artists who worked on the cathedral.

in 1980, the building and its con-
tents, including the art collections,
were given to the academy of the new
Church secondary schools. the collec-
tions of the academy’s museum,
located on the campus library’s top

floor, moved to Glencairn, and merged
with the Pitcairn collections to create
what is now known as the Glencairn
Museum. 

Glencairn serves as a museum of
religious art and history, continuing
the intellectual legacy of the museum
of academy of the new Church, while
providing visitors with the opportunity
to explore the religious beliefs and
practices of a variety of cultures and
eras.

Glencairn, while renovating its
national historic Landmark building,
has allowed the Philadelphia Museum
of art to display 17 of its important
stained-glass panels, stone sculptures,
and works in ivory that are rarely lent
from its collection.

though unknown to visitors, this
fine exhibition is the latest manifesta-
tion of a longstanding and rich con-
nection between the Philadelphia
Museum of art and the Glencairn
Museum, dating back nearly a century.
the quality, condition, and artistic
importance of Pitcairn’s loans and gifts
are as exceptional as those from Euro-
pean and american collections, and
helped shape the Philadelphia
museum’s medieval exhibitions. 

they derived from a shared vision:
to show medieval art, “not as isolated

things” (Pitcairn’s words), but within
what Glencairn Museum’s director
Brian henderson calls “an intentional,
immersive architectural environment
that transports us through time and
allows us to engage with medieval
works in a space that evokes their orig-
inal setting.” 

For this reason, Pitcairn is recog-
nized as an important figure in the his-
tory of collecting medieval art in the
United states.

art to the medieval world was
didactic. all that humans needed to
know was taught in the stained-glass
windows and the carvings in wood and
stone that graced the exterior and inte-
rior of churches. to the sancta plebs
Dei, the holy common people of God,
the church building was Biblia pau-
perum, the Bible of the poor, through
which they learned the sacred stories of
the scriptures. 

Medieval iconography’s enduring
power and appeal also lay in large
measure in its ability to communicate
directly with viewers, inspiring devo-
tion while also teaching them how to
navigate their way through their
earthly lives. the selection of Glen-
cairn’s excellent examples of spanish
ivories, architectural sculpture from
southern France, and stained-glass
panels from the abbey Church of
saint-Denis gives modern visitors a
sense of what it would have been like
and would have meant for their
medieval predecessors to look upon
these works.

With their jewel-like colors and
serving as a means for transmitting
light into the otherwise somber inte-
riors of churches, stained-glass win-
dows (which, more precisely, were
stained and painted) were a luxury,
produced by highly skilled artisans.
they also functioned as sermons
preached with images that acquainted
literate and illiterate viewers with theo-

Salome Dancing Before Herod
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structure that made it possible to
incorporate the glowing multicolored
windows, which became the dominant
form of monumental pictorial expres-
sion for centuries. 

in gemlike blues and reds, the
stained and painted panel depicts
Mary, Joseph, and the infant Christ on
their journey to Egypt to escape King
herod. the artist has added a twist of
legend to this sensitive interpretation
of the gospel account by showing Jesus
commanding a date palm to bend
down so his hungry mother can pick
the fruit. 

the infamous scene of salome
dancing for King herod is framed
within a red-bordered roundel, from
the John the Baptist window of the
Church of saint-Martin, Breuil-le-Vert
in Oise, France (ca. 1235). a long
dining table divides the panel in half,
above which stand the king (holding a
knife), his wife, herodias, and atten-
dants. Within the tight space of the
window’s lower half is salome, her eyes
fixed on herod, while she dances for
him in an extremely angular position.
she also holds a sword, a possible refer-
ence to the Baptist’s imminent
beheading.

One would have to have a heart of
stone to not be moved by the “Capital
with Parable of Lazarus and the rich
Man” (1150-60) from the abbey
Church of Moutiers-saint-John (Côte-
d’Or), an outstanding example of
medieval stone carving that has
retained its narrative power, despite
time’s wearing away of the figures and

other details that cover all sides of the
massive object. Placed on the church
exterior, the capital — which tells Jesus’
parable of the rich man Dives, who
ignores the suffering of a beggar,
Lazarus — exhorted viewers to
remember their responsibility to care
for the less fortunate.

Medieval stone carvers were particu-
larly adept at fitting sculptures into
limited spaces, yet without sacrificing
the story the stones were meant to tell.
“the temptation of Christ” (ca. 1150),
from the Collegiate Church of saint-
Gaudens (haute-Garonne, France),
illustrates this, in that the two marble
blocks forming this sculpture group
were part of a square support in the
corner of the church’s cloister. 

turning the corner, viewers would
have encountered the shocking con-
frontation, as told in Luke’s gospel
(Luke 4:1-13), between Christ and
satan, who leeringly challenges the
fasting Jesus to turn the stone he holds
in his left hand into bread. While these
expertly carved figures depict a pivotal
moment in the life of Christ, their jux-
taposition presents to the viewer a
choice between two very distinct ways
of being in the world.

raymond Pitcairn was a modern
man who asked the eternal questions:
is there a higher power? how am i
called to live my life? What will happen
to me after death? he sought the
answers through the art he collected,
because for him, the purpose of art was
to raise our minds to higher, more spir-
itual things, and to encourage self-
reflection and self-interrogation. 

Medieval art (with a preference for
French medieval art), he believed,
was especially well-suited to this. it
embodied and expressed the “beauty
of holiness,” and obliged the viewer to
engage with it “from the inside,” and
to thereby be transformed. it is an
invitation we should always accept, to
a conversation in which we will
always take delight.

Pamela A. Lewis is a member of Saint
Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, in New
York City. She writes on topics of faith.

logical concepts, as well as with key
biblical events and figures.

some of the finest works from Glen-
cairn’s stained-glass program (all pro-
duced during France’s great artistic
flowering of the 12th and 13th cen-
turies) are included in this show, repre-
senting the superb craftsmanship and
artistic imagination of the glassmakers,
as well as the discerning eye of their
collector.

“the Flight into Egypt,” dating from
around 1145 and commissioned by the
powerful abbot suger, whose renova-
tion of the abbey Church of saint-
Denis was critical in developing the
Gothic architectural style, is one of the
most beautiful and well-preserved
panels from this renowned church.
among suger’s innovations was
replacing church walls with a skeletal

Lazarus and Dives Flight into Egypt

The Temptation of Christ
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repackaging Christianity
alpha and the Building of a Global Brand
By Andrew Atherstone
hodder Faith, pp. 320, $26.95

review by Charlie Clauss

in the latter half of the 20th cen-
tury, Christianity faced a variety
of challenges. two world wars had

delivered severe blows to the hubris
of those who thought modern
progress would lead inevitably to the
perfection of humanity and its soci-
eties. thinkers such as h. richard
niebuhr had carved out a place for a
traditional view that saw humanity as
needing salvation from sin. they cre-
ated a neo-orthodoxy that for a time
held sway, especially in north amer-
ica mainline churches. By the early
part of the 1960s, however, that influ-
ence was waning.

in Repackaging Christianity, andrew
atherstone narrates the birth of the
evangelistic program known as alpha
in the setting of holy trinity, Bromp-
ton (htB). in under 30 years (alpha
began in 1977, but its current form
dates to 1993), just under 29 million
people across the globe have partici-
pated in an alpha program. With
extensive access to archives, ather-
stone tells in detail the factors that led
to alpha’s growth and evolution.

several early threads are woven
together in the alpha tapestry. ather-
stone shows how the history of alpha
is inseparable from that of htB. By
the 1950s and early ’60s, htB,
founded in 1829, was a traditional
anglican parish with a strong choral
music program, staid sunday wor-
ship, and a connection to the upper
economic stratum in surrounding
neighborhoods. there were signs of
renewal, including a strong healing
ministry.

another thread involved events at a

nearby parish. a ministry called the
Kitchen was connecting with youth
and students. its worship music group,
Cloud, was developing a
classical/folk/light rock
sound. after criticism
that they were acting
like a church, members
of the Kitchen choose to
join st. Paul’s, Onslow
square. the Kitchen and
Cloud reinforced st.
Paul’s existing youth
ministry, as well as
pushing toward a less
formal style. all this
joined the mix in which alpha would
be born when st. Paul’s and htB
merged in 1976.

the Kitchen and Cloud were both
influenced by the Jesus People revo-
lution happening in the United
states. Festivals featuring both music
and speakers were happening in the
U.K., patterned on those from the
U.s. the main import was John
Wimber, who founded the Vineyard
movement. Wimber was a frequent
visitor to htB, and it would not be
too much of a stretch to call htB a
Vineyard church.

in her book When God Talks Back,
anthropologist t.M. Luhrmann uses
her five-year field study of Vineyard
churches to describe Wimber’s move-
ment as a form of Christianity that
highly values a direct experience of
God in both worship and prayer. its
foundations are rooted in the coun-
terculture, especially along the West
Coast of the United states. Wimber’s
interaction with htB places this
experience-oriented Christianity
deep within htB and, by extension,
alpha. Only one individual will have
more of an effect on htB, and alpha,
than John Wimber: nicky Gumbel.

that Gumbel is the central figure
in alpha is not to denigrate the parts

played by several other individuals,
but from the moment Gumbel
receives the reins of alpha (1990), his
influence and importance are
unmatched. he takes what was a
course intended for new Christians
and turns it into a vehicle for evan-
gelism. Gumbel’s focus, attention to

detail, and passion for
evangelism all contribute
to alpha’s growth in the
three decades he is in
charge. Like Billy Graham,
Gumbel does not let any-
thing dilute the evangelis-
tic content or aim of
alpha.

Most of Repackaging
Christianity covers the
growth of alpha under
Gumbel’s leadership. there

are numerous stories of conversions;
miracles; famous people who attend
alpha; reactions, pro and con, from
Christians and non-Christians; the
global reach of alpha; Gumbel’s
books; and more stories of what an
alpha course is like. archbishop
Justin Welby shows up several times
as a friend of alpha. three details
make this an important book for peo-
ple interested in the continued growth
of Christianity in the 21st century.

First, alpha is embraced by many
roman Catholics. Like C.s. Lewis’s
description of Mere Christianity,
alpha provides an entry for people
coming to Christianity. Lewis spoke
of his work as a hallway of Christian-
ity, with meals in each room along
the hallway. Likewise, Catholics have
used alpha as an introduction into a
stripped-down Christianity, and then
offered further courses to introduce
converts to the specifics of their
church. this unofficial partnership
between a Protestant alpha and
roman Catholicism reveals a core
strength of alpha’s narrow evangelis-
tic focus and its ecumenical potential.

second, nicky Gumbel was willing
to adapt and change alpha. Early on,
alpha did not have much to say
about the active Christian life. Disci-

tracing alpha’s story
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pleship was not covered in any sys-
tematic way, and it does not appear
in atherstone’s index. subjects such
as human sexuality were present, but
Gumbel tended to avoid them as dis-
traction from the main presentation
of the gospel. 

But as alpha received more criti-
cism for not covering questions of
social transformation, he began to
address these topics. Often, he would
change an example in a talk or one of
his books from a traditional individual
conversion story to an example with
more community or societal implica-
tions. Prison ministry provided alpha
the perfect connection between the
quest to convert the individual and
the place of Christians in justice.

third, the emphases of Wimber and
alpha are a direct response to what
ross Douthat in Bad Religion calls
accommodationists, who claim that
Christianity must be changed to make
it more palatable to modern people,
by eliminating the supernatural and
moral teaching that contradicts the
broad cultural drift in libertine direc-
tions. alpha highlights the direct
action of God in the lives of Chris-
tians. Both skeptics and traditionalist
Christians attack alpha for this.
Christians who attack alpha are open
to the charge of sour grapes. the
charge of being happy-clappy seems a
spiteful response to the life and vitality
alpha creates through the holy spirit.
Repackaging Christianity provides a

historic foundation upon which to
follow the future of alpha as it con-
tinues to work on a global stage.
With nicky Gumbel’s retirement, that
future could be very open-ended.
Whatever that future, alpha has pro-
vided a powerful platform for a par-
ticular style of Christianity that
desires a more intimate experience of
God, and desires to see both individ-
uals and societies changed by the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Charlie Clauss is a member of the
Church of the Messiah, Saint Paul,
Minnesota.

Witness to Dignity
the Life and Faith
of George h.W. and Barbara Bush
By Russell J. Levenson Jr.
Center street, pp. 352, $29

review by W.L. Prehn

Without a community to
bestow it, there can be no
authentic dignity. Dignity is

given to someone by those with
whom the person loves, works, wor-
ships, cries, and laughs. a community
will not bestow dignity on one of its
members unless that person manifests
integrity and honor, which must be
accompanied by justice, prudence,
temperance, and courage. it has been
ever so, as Plutarch’s Lives demon-
strates. if dignity is bestowed by oth-
ers, this does not mean that the
virtues incorporating dignity cannot
be taught, learned, and practiced to
the end that they become habitual.
the lives of George h.W. and Barbara
Bush contradict the notion that good
parenting, good education, and good
breeding are useless to the rest of the
world. their noteworthy dignity in 30
years of public service included
integrity, honor, and a simple Chris-
tian faith that bore much good fruit.

russell Levenson, rector of st. Mar-
tin’s Church in houston, is straightfor-
ward about the ultimate purpose of
Witness. it is to inspire the reader “to
be more like Barbara and George.”
Chapter after chapter, and page after
page, Levenson tells us why the Bushes
were worth knowing and why we
should want to be like them. Likewise,
by zeroing in on the life and work of
two eminent parishioners, Levenson
makes us privy to the various ingredi-
ents that make a parish church life-giv-
ing and extraordinary. this disclosure
of the secrets of “the st. Martin’s Way”

is entirely applicable to we who live
many miles from houston.
Witness to Dignity is a moral tale. it

is a powerful story for these troubled
times when power is taken for virtue
and demagoguery mistaken for
statesmanship. yet the book is free of
ideology and partisan politics. if the
Bushes were in retirement above all
that, so is Levenson. his noteworthy

tact allows him to exclude politics so
that we can see George and Barbara
as fellow Christians. Levenson wants
to “remind folks that having godly,
dignified leaders of character is not
only possible but necessary; that what
happens in private life matters in
public life, and vice versa.” 

hence Levenson’s book gives us the
opportunity to see “the tall, stately,
exuberant Bush” as more than an
american president. the book argues
that George Bush’s first purpose in
life was to be one of the disciples and
subjects of King Jesus. Discipleship
began early in his life and never
ended. the president and his first
lady saw the need to say their
prayers, be in church as often as pos-
sible, and do what good churchmen
do to support their parish and the

(Continued on next page)

Faith and
Character
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advance of the gospel. 
What we saw is what we got. at his

inauguration on the capitol steps in
early 1989, Bush’s first act as presi-
dent was to ask americans to pray
with him. he believed that the God
who delivered him from probable
death at sea in 1944 would surely
hear the prayers of a faithful nation
asking for God’s grace and wisdom at
the beginning of a new administra-
tion. about the duties and responsi-
bilities of a Christian, Barbara was as
much a leader as her husband, and
she was certainly as decisive. she had
at once a predisposition for charity
and a predilection for knowing who
really needs it. she had a habit of
telling those around her that they all
would say a prayer, or would give to a
certain approved cause, or would of
course participate in an event
because it was the right thing for
Christian people to do. Most of us
need such leadership most of the
time. Barbara’s personality was
imposing to persons who were not
inclined to see the good and then do
it. she was not a theologian or an
intellectual. she was a woman of
action, just as her husband was a man
of action. together they did much
good in this world. 

Levenson notes that George and
Barbara did not wear their faith on
the sleeve. in this respect, they were
typical Episcopalians. But they were
not typical Episcopalians in other
ways. For instance, they would spon-
taneously ask for or lead prayers,
even in very public places. in restau-
rants, they wanted all to hold hands
around the table while one or the
other thanked God for the food and
other blessings. Faith informed the
president and first lady in everything
they did or determined to do,
whether hastening the fall of the iron
Curtain, serving as commander in
chief, intelligently conversing with
ideological opponents, or enjoying
friends and family at their coast
house in Maine. Whether in the

White house or as senior citizens in
suburban texas, George and Barbara
trusted in God and possessed an
active faith. People all over america
and the world noticed.

Even as they were leading the free
world between 1980 and 1993, George
and Barbara were the sort of parish-
ioners for which every pastor hopes.
they gave generously of their time,
talent, and treasure to parish projects,
large and small, to charities and good
works, and to various and sundry
ministries in houston and abroad.
Whenever the clergy needed George
or Barbara to help with a matter — for
example, to nudge someone in the
parish to participate in a parish-wide
initiative — the first couple agreed
with alacrity to do what they could to
get a ball rolling. it follows that the
biographer argues that George and
Barbara’s membership at st. Martin’s
was crucial to the quality of public
service they gave to the nation for
almost 30 years. “there was a kind of
contagious optimism that preceded
them and followed them.”

Barbara was sophisticated about
works of charity. her counsel and
leadership helped st. Martin’s realize
its heartfelt dream to be a major cen-
ter of faith-based philanthropy. For
such purposes, the parish aims to use
25 percent of its revenue per annum;
$40 million have been raised for such
purposes since 2007. On one level, the
352 pages of the book form an exposi-
tion of st. Matthew’s Gospel, espe-
cially the 25th chapter, where we find
the powerful words, “if you do this to
the least of these my brethren, you do
it unto me,” and the eighth verse of
the 10th chapter — “Freely you have
received; do thou freely give.” 

this is a wonderfully good book
and would make an excellent gift.
the prose rolls along effortlessly. the
biographer is a consummate story-
teller who knows how to properly use
humor, deep ideas, sentimental
episodes, true accounts of eminent
americans, and well-described exam-
ples of faith in action to drive home

his thesis that God is real and Christ’s
faithfulness is indeed great. One
important feature of this biography is
the way it points up the good work
and faithful service of the many Bush
staffers who served from the White
house and Washington years to the
last years of retirement. they too are
rendered by Levenson as admirable
and dutiful servant leaders. 

in Witness to Dignity, Levenson
frequently describes what he calls
“the demonstrable presence of God.”
the author’s faith, love, learning, and
knowledge of the Lord come through
again and again in these pages. When
Barbara’s health went into precipitous
decline in the spring of 2018, Leven-
son was by her and the president’s
side as they spoke of “going home”
and what the translation from mortal
to eternal life entails. the first lady
died on april 17 of that year. the
president departed this life only
seven months later. Levenson wants
to encourage the reader to know that
the precious and sad moments sur-
rounding death are yet often the
scene of an encounter with God. 

Governor Jeb Bush writes in the
foreword of Witness to Dignity that
his parents were people of “high pur-
pose” and “decency, integrity, kind-
ness, and charity for all.” Both of his
parents “showed us dignity.” russ
Levenson witnessed this remarkable
dignity close-up. he wrote the book
to be an inspiration to others. Life is
short. We have the liberty to decide
in any moment whether we shall live
for others or ourselves. Levenson’s
story of George and Barbara Bush
encourages us to lift up our hearts, to
believe in the Lord, and to seek best
we can to do God’s will. as President
Bush said to one of his grandsons,
“God is good, but his love has a cost:
We must be good to one another.”

The Rev. Dr. W.L. (Chip) Prehn is an
Episcopal priest, writer, and partner of
Dudley & Prehn Consultants, which
specializes in helping families find the
right boarding school fit.

(Continued from previous page)
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the Malines Conversations
the Beginnings of anglican-roman
Catholic Dialogue
By Rowan Williams
Paulist Press, pp. 64, $16.95

review by richard Mammana Jr.

Malines is the French name for
a Flemish city near antwerp
called Mechelen today and

usually known in English as Mechlin.
it was the site of informal but impor-
tant conversations
about unity by roman
Catholics and mem-
bers of the Church of
England between 1921
and 1927 — the
“Malines Conversa-
tions” that are reck-
oned as the precursors
of all subsequent
anglican-roman
Catholic dialogue.

anglicans and
roman Catholics have
remained in constant
conversation since the
1534 and 1558 acts that made the
monarch head of the Church in Eng-
land, and even after the 1570 papal
bull excommunicating Queen Eliza-
beth i. this interaction was neces-
sarily almost always antagonistic and
controversial rather than irenic, but it
continued up until and after the 1896
bull Apostolicae curae declared
anglican ordinations “absolutely null
and utterly void.”

a small group of individuals —
organized on the roman Catholic
side by the Vincentian priest Étienne
Fernand Portal (1855-1926) and by
the English layman Charles Lindley
Wood, Viscount halifax (1839-1934)
— conceived of the need for a change
in the mode of conversation from
antagonism to direct encounter.

Désiré-Joseph Cardinal Mercier
(1851-1926) invited them to Belgium
to begin this process. 

the major interlocutors were hal-
ifax and English anglo-Catholics
Charles Gore, Walter howard Frere,
and J. armitage robinson, joined by
French and Belgian Catholics hip-
polyte hemmer (1864-1945), Pierre
Battifol (1861-1929) and Jozef-Ernest
Van roey (1874-1961). Van roey was
later a hero of the Belgian resistance
to nazism. 

they met in different
configurations begin-
ning in December 1921
at the episcopal palace
in Malines. archbishop
rowan Williams carries
the story forward in this
new, short book. 

Williams guides the
reader through the per-
sonalities (most now
forgotten except by spe-
cialists) and their prob-
lems and contexts,
looking especially at the
Petrine ministry but

also at the nature and limits of doc-
trinal acceptance within the Church.
in other words, “Does the definition
of doctrine happen simply as an
organic outgrowth of the Church’s
self-understanding or as a response to
the sort of crisis that endangers the
fundamental integrity of faith?” —
and must all parts of the Church
accept all parts of defined doctrine?

the Malines Conversations ended
after six years, diminished by the
deaths of Cardinal Mercier and Éti-
enne Portal and by the absence of
English roman Catholics as dialogue
partners. the conversations resulted
in a striking proposal by Dom Lam-
bert Beauduin (1873-1960, himself
not an official member of the conver-
sations) for l’Église Anglicane unie non

absorbée (“the anglican Church
United, But not absorbed”). 

they blazed a path picked up later
by the anglican-roman Catholic
Consultation in the United states
(since 1967), the anglican-roman
Catholic international Commission
in 1969, the international anglican-
roman Catholic Commission for
Unity and Mission (since 2001), by
numerous local and national relation-
ships, and indeed by a new informal
and international Malines Conversa-
tions Group since the beginning of its
regular meetings in 2013.

this essay is unlike the usual ecu-
menical fare with its rosters of meet-
ings and their minutes and resolves,
perhaps few of which have direct
effect on the lived experience of the
churches they involve. Because
Williams is a theologian and poet, a
multilingual explorer of the Christian
imagination and experience, his sur-
prisingly brief introduction to
Malines is a happy reflection on the
growing awareness among anglicans
and roman Catholics of the impera-
tive to ecclesial unity. it is also a won-
derful exposition of the fact that
lasting ecumenical work grows out of
committed friendships among per-
sons who make it their work to speak
and write on behalf of their traditions
in the best voices they have.

Williams himself and Pope Bene-
dict XVi renewed the historic com-
mitment to the goal of “full visible
communion in the truth of Jesus
Christ” in 2006 — a goal never since
repudiated on either side despite
acknowledged obstacles. the conver-
sations begun in Malines proceed in
the common life of our churches
today. to paraphrase the late amer-
ican Orthodox theologian Matthew
Baker: the fathers of Malines are
ahead of us, with Christ; we are run-
ning to catch up with them.

Richard J. Mammana Jr. is the Epis-
copal Church’s associate for ecumenical
and interreligious relations.

Friendship and Unity
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sonorous Desert
What Deep Listening taught Early
Christian Monks — and What it Can
teach Us
By Kim Haines-Eitzen
Princeton, pp. 168, $19.95

review by Elizabeth Orens

next to my desk is a pile of
treasured books about silence,
solitude, and the desert

fathers: Martin Laird’s Into the Silent
Land, sarah Maitland’s A Book of
Silence, rowan Williams’s Where God
Happens, and Benedicta Ward’s edi-
tion of The Desert Fathers. i’m
delighted to add Kim haines-Eitzen’s
Sonorous Desert to these old favorites.
in a world overwhelmed by noise and
distraction, these books invite us to
experience the value of inner stillness
and solitude.

haines-Eitzen is a scholar of early
Christianity and early Judaism at
Cornell University. her current
research explores the relationship
between sound and silence in the life
of the desert mothers and fathers of
the early Church. she argues that
deep listening to desert sounds
(thunder, wind, water, birds, the
howls of wolves, the hisses of snakes)
had the paradoxical effect of deepen-
ing their life of prayer and their inner
peace.

haines-Eitzen describes how the
practice of hesychia (a Greek word
meaning silence, solitude, quiet, still-
ness) gave the desert monastics an
inner freedom from outer distur-
bances. it is a spiritual practice that
begins by attentive listening to nature
(the wind, rain, the call of a bird) and
progresses to a place of profound
stillness. 

she quotes thomas Merton, who
said in his lectures on hesychasm
(1962): “the sun on the stones and

light and shadow, these are things
that you don’t pay too much attention
to, but they’re healthy and they create
a certain atmosphere of silence. they
help interior silence.” it is this attune-
ment to nature and the inner life,
says haines-Eitzen, that we need
today as we search for a quieter, less
stressful life.

haines-Eitzen’s research requires
not only imagination, but also new
methods and the innovative use of
technology. scholars in other fields
are making the same point, including
Karen Bakker in The Sounds of Life:
How Digital Technology Is Bringing Us
Closer to the Worlds of Animals and
Plants. 

and so, haines-Eitzen turns to
acoustical science. Listening to the
sounds of the desert with the aid of
high-quality microphones and field
recordings, she discerns what might
have been the sound experiences of
the desert monastics.

haines-Eitzen’s stories about her
experiences in the desert comple-
ment her scholarly research. she
recounts childhood vacations with
her family in the negev and the sinai

deserts. she describes as well how she
and her family spend summers in an
off-the-grid house in the desert of
southeastern arizona. it is here —
and at other desert sites such as the
remarkable cliff monastery, st.
George of Choziba — that haines-
Eitzen continues her field recordings
to explore the relationship of sound,
silence, home, and belonging. 

she explains in her prologue the
significance of combining her per-
sonal story with historical research:
“Sonorous Desert is my attempt to lis-
ten to the history of early Christian
desert monasticism and to reckon
with my own relationship to this his-
tory, to recognize that my own long-
ings for quiet solitude, the sounds of
nature in remote places, and the
experience of belonging have been
shared by others.” 

and she succeeds, weaving
together research, spiritual practice,
science, and autobiography with
remarkable craft and sensitivity.

haines-Eitzen reveals the profound
rewards of deep listening. as she
unfolds the wisdom of the desert
fathers and the meaning they found
in solitude and community, i wish
that she had reflected further on the
effect sonority had on their common
life and their experience of faith,
healing, forgiveness, and reconcilia-
tion. 

some readers may find the author’s
balance between historical research
and personal experience awkward,
but haines-Eitzen has written an
engaging and inspiring book that
provides much needed reflection on
the significance of nature, sound, and
silence in a noisy age.

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens is an hon-
orary assistant at St. Paul’s, K Street,
in Washington, D.C., and rector emer-
itus of St. James, Parkton, Maryland.

the rewards of Deep Listening
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archbishop William temple
a study in servant Leadership
By Stephen Spencer
sCM Press, pp. xii + 206, $36.99

review by Charles hoffacker

William temple was the most
influential archbishop of
Canterbury of the 20th cen-

tury, yet since his early death in 1944,
relatively few books about him have
appeared, many of them before 1970.
stephen spencer, director for theo-
logical education at the anglican
Communion Office in London, has
done much to address this shortage
with his William Temple: A Calling to
Prophecy (2001) and his helpful
anthology, Christ in All Things:
William Temple and His Writings
(2015). now comes a third title from
spencer, Archbishop William Temple:
A Study in Servant Leadership.

in this worthwhile new contribu-
tion, spencer recounts the life of
temple interspersed with major sec-
tions on books he produced at differ-
ent stages of his life. the reader is
thus freed to approach a prodigiously
productive life in a way that is almost
leisurely, if that term can appear in a
sentence describing anything about
William temple. F.E. iremonger’s
1948 life of temple, written four
years after the archbishop’s death,
remains a standard work, but this
third book by spencer benefits from
perspectives from the decades since
then.
A Study in Servant Leadership is a

phrase that speaks to our time. Chris-
tian interest in servant leadership has
roots in Jesus washing his disciples’
feet at the Last supper. the work of
robert K. Greenleaf (1904-90), a self-
described businessman and seeker,
has recently made servant leadership
a recommended practice in many

sorts of organizations and
among their officers and
directors. his work is car-
ried on today by the
robert K. Greenleaf Cen-
ter at seton hall University
in south Orange, new Jer-
sey.

servant leadership is not
explicitly discussed at great
length in spencer’s new
book. instead, what we
have is, as his title prom-
ises, a study in servant
leadership in the life of one
extraordinary man,
William temple. spencer
studied that life at great
length, and his readers
who do so, even a little,
will gradually recognize
temple as a servant leader
worth emulating, even
though their circumstances
differ drastically from his.

temple was a person of
extraordinary intellect, boundless
energy, and persistent stability. When
temple was a teenager, his father
Frederick, already a bishop, became
archbishop of Canterbury. his career
path may have looked smooth to
many, but he experienced serious
obstacles and failures in his early
years. 

While he came to occupy three of
the leading sees of the Church of
England (Manchester, york, Canter-
bury), he increasingly rejected
prelacy in favor of prophecy and
service, challenging both church and
society and working for changes
mandated by human need. “he was
academically active, but it was his
work making things happen, being
involved in organizations and in
being an incredibly energetic figure,
that is really at the heart of his
legacy,” Frances Knight observes in

her essay, “Why study William tem-
ple?”

spencer goes further. temple “was
not just an academic or teacher, or an
activist and campaigner, or a man of
prayer and evident spirituality, or a
larger-than-life or charismatic figure,
or a person of unassuming humility
who despite his privileged upbringing
found his own way in life, but was all
of these rolled into one, a person of
simple integrity and holiness. he was
both a prelate and a servant, a para-
dox and a gift.” 

temple was a leader who through
his example continues to serve, a ser-
vant who through his example con-
tinues to lead.

The Rev. Charles Hoffacker, a priest of
the Episcopal Diocese of Washington,
lives in Greenbelt, Maryland, with his
wife, Helena Mirtova.

a servant Who Continues to Lead
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BOOKs

haunted by Christ
Modern Writers and the struggle for Faith
By Richard Harries
sPCK, pp. 256, $41.99

Longing for an absent God
Faith and Doubt in Great american Fiction
By Nick Ripatrazone
Fortress, pp. 300, $27.99

heart of Darkness
a Guide to reading and reflecting
By Joseph Conrad
and Karen Swallow Prior
B&h, pp. 240, $17.99

the scandal of holiness
renewing your imagination in the Company
of Literary saints
By Jessica Hooten Wilson
Brazos, pp. 240, $24.99

By h.s. Cross

Picture a Venn diagram of writers,
classicists, and Christians. here
Faith and Literature conversa-

tions happen. One conversation that
has echoed across the past 10 years
asks, Where have all the Christian
writers gone? it tends to focus heavily
on Flannery O’Connor and hold new
literature in suspicion. Our culture has
lost its religion, it says, and conse-
quently literature has gone to seed. 

While there is some truth in this
perspective, it is incoherent to hold to
it while also trying to create literature
that considers matters of faith. Giving
in to the pessimism behind it belies a
lack of historical perspective and,
essentially, a lack of faith in the living
God moving through the world yes-
terday, today, and always. 

a second conversation is under-
taken in richard harries’s Haunted by
Christ. harries is a former Bishop of
Oxford and a British literary commen-
tator who has written prolifically across
his long career. this book considers
notable writers since Dostoevsky

whose work has sometimes or often
touched on themes of faith. 

its title is evocative, but it reads like
the script of a BBC series taking a
gentle leaf through some writers har-
ries loves. if you would like a chatty
survey, harries will provide it, but be
prepared for lots of plot summary and
the kind of extemporaneous quoting
you might expect from a thespian rem-
iniscing from his dressing room. 

Be prepared also to field a lot of per-
sonal opinion spun as authority. har-
ries’s insights are not earth-shattering,
and to the extent that he’s arguing any-
thing, he seems to be against a shallow
20th-century understanding of these
writers and for an appreciation of their
spiritual engagement. in his chapters
on Emily Dickinson and Gerard
Manley hopkins, he praises both poets
for their “cheekiness” and “boldness” in
railing against God; but his take, rather
than make the poets seem edgy,
instead betrays a tired view of faith,
one in which tumultuous honesty
toward God is somehow novel and
transgressive. 

Why not simply place hopkins and
Dickinson in the tradition of the
psalms and discuss how they
responded with before-their-time
modern forms? Why is wrestling with
existence and suffering necessarily a
“struggle with faith”? 

this conversation is familiar yet stale
— because it is apologetic toward the
culture, and because it assumes a posi-
tion of atheism or agnosticism on the
part of the educated reader. What it

does not assume is a hunger, even or
especially inchoate, for something
deeper, more real, more surprising, and
more eternal than the chaff and noise
of contemporary letters. 

a third conversation is what har-
ries’s subtitle promises but does not
quite deliver: a discussion of writers
and characters who frankly contend
with religion. nick ripatrazone’s
Longing for an Absent God enters this
conversation. ripatrazone’s focus is
american Catholic fiction, whether its
authors are sincere, ambivalent, or
lapsed. 

ripatrazone steps straight into
Where have the great Catholic writers
gone?he answers: They are here. he
wants to explore what it means to be a
Catholic literary writer, what Catholic
fiction is, and what it offers american
letters that is unique. he argues that
“Catholic storytelling, like the Catholic
Mass, is a mixture of performance and
symbolism — and the confidence that
derives from a liturgy that finds God in
all things.” 

in his journey from O’Connor to
Phil Klay, he explores “the meaningful
literary differences between lapsed and
practicing Catholic writers.” he
believes that writing can be Catholic by
virtue of an author’s Catholicism, a
belief rooted in the acknowledgment
that Catholicism is both a faith and a
culture — indeed, a worldview — and
once a person has been born or
received into it, there’s no escaping it. 

regardless of ripatrazone’s roping
off of Catholicism as a unique literary

reading and the spiritual imagination
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perspective, his project offers a survey
of 20th- and 21st-century novelists
such as Graham Greene, toni Mor-
rison, Cormac McCarthy, Don DeLillo,
and others whose Catholic faith shapes
their storytelling, their aesthetic, and
the longings within their work. the
non-Catholic reader might be forgiven
for wondering why Catholics’ favorite
subject seems so often to be Catholi-
cism, but ripatrazone draws exten-
sively from his subjects’ fiction and
expository writing to ground his argu-
ment in the thoughts of the authors;
thus his project succeeds at its stated
aims. 

a fourth conversation seeks to
reclaim classic literature for the Chris-
tian of today, particularly for the
serious Christian who may believe that
fiction is spiritually frivolous or a waste
of time. B&h Publishing has released
new editions of classic novels (Heart of
Darkness, Sense and Sensibility, Jane
Eyre, Frankenstein, The Scarlet Letter,
Tess of the d’Urbervilles) edited and
introduced by Karen swallow Prior,
research professor of English and
Christianity and culture at south-
eastern Baptist theological seminary. 

Prior writes prolifically about Eng-
lish literature and Christianity, and her
popular podcast Jane and Jesus geeks
out with guests from different back-
grounds and professions discussing the
characters in Pride and Prejudice, their
personal and moral challenges, and
what austen’s novels can reveal about
life and the pursuit of virtue. 

the books in this series are beauti-
fully designed and invite readers to
tackle the classics and discover how
spiritual reflection and literary enjoy-
ment can go hand in hand. Prior’s
introductions provide basic back-
ground and interpretive framing.
there are some helpful footnotes, and
the chapter queries are academically
grounded without being abstruse. if
you want to read these novels and feel
as though you are auditing Prior’s liter-
ature course, these editions deliver. 

also reclaiming literature for the
spiritually serious is Jessica hooten
Wilson’s The Scandal of Holiness.
Wilson’s chapters comprise one side of
a conversation about reading con-
sciously as a Christian. she identifies

themes and lenses pertinent to the
novels, which might be overlooked on
first reading, and explores how the sto-
ries can shape our imaginations and
thereby make us better people, more
equipped for life with God. 

her introduction outlines thinking
about the spiritual function of imagina-
tion through C.s. Lewis and others, and
argues that if we are not cultivating our
imaginations actively with good litera-
ture, then they are being cultivated pas-
sively by a degrading, idolatrous cul-
ture. in the body of the book, Wilson
covers a variety of 20th-century novels
grouped into themes that represent dif-
ferent approaches to sanctification.

“the Communion of saints” treats
Lewis’s That Hideous Strength and the
consequences of choosing communi-
ties based on untruth or on holiness.
“Liberating Prophets” follows Wilson’s
musings on the urge to develop a
“prophetic imagination” (to speak
against wrong in the world) through
the novels of Julia alvarez and Zora
neale hurston. 

Each chapter contains personal and
autobiographical reflection by Wilson,
a discussion of one or more novels, and
Wilson’s philosophical or theological
musings on a particular aspect of
imagination. it would have been
helpful to have chapter subtitles
announcing the novels to be discussed,
but in Wilson’s analysis, the novels are
secondary to a broader meditation on
sanctification. 

Wilson, and Lauren Winner in the
foreword, frame this discussion in part
for Christians who consider fiction
inferior to theology or those who are
wary of exposing themselves to the
unedifying strains of modern culture.
Wilson’s project has merit in that it
turns over some novels worth reading
and suggests ways that engaging with
them might in fact enhance the devel-
opment of a reader’s spiritual and
human experience. Does she reflect on
the artistic genius and unique accom-
plishments of these works? not so
much. hers is essentially a self-
improvement mission. 

What are art and fiction for? Lewis,
quoted in Wilson’s introduction,
describes his childhood attraction to
the imaginative world of literature:

“nearly all that i loved i believed to be
imaginary; nearly all that i believed to
be real i thought grim and meaning-
less” (Surprised by Joy). 

Most everyone knows the experi-
ence of being enchanted by a novel and
wanting to go inside the book or to be
one of the characters. if a novel is
worth its name, if it is genuinely
inspired in the theological sense, then a
reader will also find something alive in
the story, something that escapes the
novelist’s control, the reader’s control,
the critic’s control, indeed a trace of
Creator Spiritus. 

While reading to develop spiritual
imagination is a worthy goal, it’s
important not to let it resemble a
vitamin regimen. Want to work on
your sensitivity to creation and invig-
orate your calling to care for it? here is
Walter Wangerin’s Book of the Dun
Cow in context with tolkien and
others. Want to wrestle with sin and
become a saint? here is Kristen
Lavransdatter, about which Wilson is
not wrong, even if her meditations
somewhat defang what an epic literary
masterpiece can do to you if you let it. 

Which leads us to a fifth conversa-
tion, one particularly suited to the con-
sideration of living authors: how do
literary writers present, explore, and
dramatize — to an audience they must
assume is less religiously educated and
formed than previous generations —
the movements of God? how can liter-
ature re-enchant a culture starving for
art that engages language in the service
of beauty, truth, and humaneness? 

Perhaps you love to read. Perhaps
you wish you read as avidly as you
once did. Perhaps you have a book
group or you’re thinking of forming
one. What questions go to the heart of
the matter? is something important
going on between the artist and our
Creator and redeemer, through the
medium of literary art, with the media-
tion of the holy spirit? and does that
thing have any bearing on readers,
people of faith, lovers of literature — in
short, on you? 

H.S. Cross is a novelist (Grievous, 2019;
Wilberforce, 2015), nonfiction writer,
and English tutor of middle and high
school students. She lives in Savannah.
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PEOPLE & PLaCEs
Appointments

the rev. Michael Barham is director of stu-
dent services and recruitment at Church
Divinity school of the Pacific, Berkeley, Calif. 

the rev. Kenli Barling is parish priest of
Christ Church, newcastle, and st. Francis on
the Prairie, Wright, and assistant priest at Good
shepherd, sundance, Wyo.

the rev. William Boyles is associate rector
of st. Luke’s, Mountain Brook, ala.

the rev. Bill Bradley is bridge priest at st.
James, Groveland, Mass.

the rev. Jeremy Bradley is curate of Cal-
vary, richmond, texas.

the rev. Mandy Brady is interim rector of
st. Christopher’s by-the-sea, Key Biscayne, Fla. 

the rev. Ann Bridgers is interim priest at
transfiguration, Bat Cave, n.C. 

the rev. Justin Briggle is rector of Good
shepherd, Friendswood, texas.

the rev. Isaiah Brokenleg is long-term
supply priest at Grace, Madison, and st.
Mary’s/Our Blessed redeemer, Flandreau, s.D. 

the rev. Dr. Ann J. Broomell is interim
rector of Calvary, Charleston. s.C. 

the rev. Emily Rowell Brown is associate
rector at Christ Church, tuscaloosa, ala.

the rev. Matthew Buccheri is rector of st.
Edward the Martyr, new york. 

the rev. Furman L. Buchanan is priest in
charge of Christ Church, Mt. Pleasant, s.C.

the rev. Lynn Bullard is parish deacon at
st. Matthew’s, Madison, ala. 

the rev. Sarah Cowan is priest associate at
holy Communion, Memphis, tenn.

the rev. David Cox is rector of st. Michael
and all angels, Mission, Kan. 

the rev. Samuel Roth Cassidy Cripps is
curate of st. John’s, Dallas.

the rev. Michelle S. Dayton is superin-
tending presbyter for st. Katherine’s, Martin,
and the Pine ridge Mission (st. Michael’s,
Batesland; advent, Calico; Mediator, Kyle; holy
Cross, Pine ridge; st. Julia’s, Porcupine; Christ
Church, red shirt table; Gethsemane, Wan-
blee), s.D.

the rev. Rebecca Debow is interim rector of
st. andrew’s, Birmingham, ala. 

the rev. Christopher Decatur is interim
priest in charge of holy Comforter, Drexel hill,
Pa. 

Ms. Caroline Doyle is the Diocese of Ken-
tucky’s interim director of youth and young
adults.

the rev. Monique Ellison is rector of Mes-
siah and st. Matthias’, Baltimore.

the rev. Philip Emanuel is parish priest of
Christ Church, Lancaster, s.C.

the rev. Jason Emerson is rector of st.
Patrick’s, Dublin, Ohio. 

the rev. Annie Etheredge is priest in charge
of Epiphany, new iberia, La.

the rev. Paul Evans is associate rector of
Grace & holy trinity, richmond, Va.

Canon Jim Forsyth is an honorary canon of
the Diocese of California. 

the rev. Canon Willis R. Foster is the Dio-
cese of southern Virginia’s canon for diversity.

the rev. Canon Tyrone Fowlkes is canon
for congregational life at Philadelphia Episcopal
Cathedral.

the rev. David Frederickson is priest in
charge of Zion, Manchester Center, Vt. 

the rev. Canon Ashley Freeman is the Dio-
cese of the Central Gulf Coast’s canon to the
ordinary and missioner for discernment. 

the rev. Este Gardner is priest in charge of
st. Bartholomew’s, White Plains, n.y. 

the rev. Canon Jay Gardner is canon pastor
of the Cathedral Church of the advent, Birm-
ingham, ala. 

the rev. Terry Goff is parish deacon for
redeemer, Mobile, ala.

the rev. C. Neal Goldsborough is interim
rector of Christ Church, Glen allen, Va. 

the rev. Viktoria Gotting is associate rector
of st. Christopher’s, League City, texas. 

the rev. Giulianna M. Gray is director of
the sewanee Ministry Collaborative at the Uni-
versity of the south’s school of theology.

the rev. Jennifer Grimelli is assistant rector
at st. andrew’s, Glenwood, Md. 

the rev. Dr. Gretchen Grimshaw is priest in
charge of trinity Church, Brooklyn, Conn.

the rev. Dan Gross is rector of Grace,
Kingston, Pa. 

the rev. Sharon Hausman is priest in resi-
dence at st. John’s, Boonton, n.J. 

the rev. Meredith Day Hearn is rector of
all saints’, Cincinnati. 

the rev. Travis Helms is assistant priest at
st. John’s, Jackson, Wyo.

the rev. Elizabeth Henry-McKeever is
priest in charge of st. Michael’s, Little rock,
ark.

the rev. Lane Hensley is interim rector of
st. Paul’s, Milwaukee.

the rev. David Henson is rector of st.
James, hendersonville, n.C.

the rev. Canon Dr. Miguel Hernandez is
the anglican Diocese of El salvador’s canon for
education.

the rev. Vicki Hesse is vicar and co-
director of Cathedral ridge, Woodland Park,
Colo.

the rev. Krista Heuett is curate of all
saints, East Lansing, Mich. 

the rev. Christopher Heying is rector of
st. James, La Grange, texas. 

the rev. Diane Hill is priest in charge of st.
James, Portsmouth, and st. Mark, suffolk, Va.

the rev. Heather Hill is rector of st. Paul’s,
hudson, Wis.

the rev. Robert Hill is rector of st. Peter’s,
Louisville, Ky. 

the rev. Donna Hines is rector of Glebe
Church, suffolk, Va. 

the rev. Robyn Hinkle is associate rector
for mission and outreach at st. Michael and all
angels, Dallas. 

the rev. Katie Hudak is curate for the Big
Bend Mission (st. James’, alpine; santa inez,
terlingua; Chapel of sts. Mary and Joseph,
Lajitas, texas).

the rev. Nathan G. Huddleston is associate
rector of Christ Church, Georgetown, Wash-
ington, D.C.

the rev. Christy Huffman is parish deacon
at st. John’s, Pensacola, Fla. 

the rev. Nate Huffman is chaplain at naval
air station, Pensacola, Fla. 

the rev. Edward Hunt is rector of holy
trinity, Onancock, Va. 

the Very rev. Sarah Frances Hurlbert is
dean of the Cathedral of all souls, asheville,
n.C.

the rev. Michael Hurst is senior associate
rector at redeemer, sarasota, Fla. 

the rev. Ian G. Hyde is curate of Good
shepherd, terrell, texas. 

the rev. Lilian Hyde is interim rector of st.
andrew’s, Pearland, texas.

the rev. Donna Ialongo is rector of st.
Benedict’s, Bolingbrook, ill.

the rev. Carver Israel is interim rector of st.
andrew & st. Monica, Philadelphia. 

the rev. Gary Jackson is rector of Grace,
Port Orange, Fla. 

the rev. Canon Shancia Jarrett is canon for
formation at the Cathedral of the incarnation,
Baltimore.

the rev. Canon David H. Johnson is
interim rector of st. Paul’s, Magnolia springs,
ala.

the rev. Kristian Kohler is assistant rector
for liturgy and congregational care at st. anne’s
in-the-Fields, Lincoln, Mass. 

the rev. Ellen Kohn-Perry is priest in
charge of st. Paul’s, Chatham, n.J.

the rev. Mary J. Korte is rector of Christ
Church, rolla, Mo.

the rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee is interim
rector of st. Luke’s, Durham, n.C. 

the rev. Joanna Leiserson is interim rector
of st. anne’s, West Chester, Ohio.

the rev. James Liberatore is interim rector
of st. stephen’s, Beaumont, texas.

the rev. Mitchell Lindeman is priest in
charge of ascension, Wakefield, r.i. 

the rev. Dr. Janet Lombardo is pastor of
Good shepherd Lutheran Church, Laconia,
n.h. 

the rev. Canon Cody Maynus is priest in
charge of all saints’, northfield, Minn.

the rev. Valerie Mayo is director of Beloved
Community initiatives at seminary of the
southwest, austin, texas.

the rev. Meghan Mazur is priest in charge
of st. Philip’s, Fort Payne, ala. 

the rev. Gavin McAdam is curate of st.
Mark’s, irving, texas. 

the rev. James McAdams is rector of st.
Francis of assisi, indian springs, ala. 

the rev. Kathy McAdams is priest in charge
of Grace, north attleboro, Mass.

the rev. Canon Ramelle McCall is the Dio-
cese of south Carolina’s canon for leadership. 

the rev. Leah McCullough is co-director
of Cathedral ridge, Woodland Park, Colo.

the rev. Kendra McDonald is associate
rector for children, youth, and families at all
saints’, austin, texas.

the rev. Gregory McIntyre is rector of st.
Patrick’s, Mooresville, n.C. 

the rev. Kathryn McKey-Dunar is priest in
charge of trinity, trumbull, Conn.

the rev. Andrew McLarty is rector of
redeemer, Brookhaven, Miss.

the rev. Suzie McNiff is parish deacon at
(Continued on next page)



on the Lake, Kemp, texas. 
the rev. Dr. David J. Weidner is interim

priest in charge of st. Peter’s, Jacksonville, Fla. 
the rev. Jason Wells is priest in charge of st.

Matthew’s, Goffstown, n.h. 
the rev. Dr. Brian Wilbert is interim rector

of Grace, sandusky, Ohio. 
the rev. Rachel Wildman is priest in charge

of trinity, Canton, and trinity, stoughton,
Mass.

the rev. Dan Wilfrid is transition bridge
priest at st. John’s, Walpole, n.h.

the rev. Susan Anslow Williams is interim
rector of st. George’s, Milford, Mich. 

the rev. Ryan Willis is vicar of st. Peter’s,
Pittsburg, Kan. 

the rev. Lee Winter is rector of Christ
Church, Bay saint Louis, Miss.

the rev. Leah Wise is curate of Grace,
houston.

the rev. George C. Wong is priest in charge
of st. John’s, Kula, hawaii.

the rev. Mike Woods is vicar of st. Eliza-
beth’s, Buda, texas.

the rev. Canon Stuart Wright is the Dio-
cese of Maryland’s canon for administration
and transition ministry.

the rev. Ben Wyatt is priest in charge of
holy nativity, indianapolis. 

Dr. Thea Mirabella Maeve Wyatt is dean of
the iona school of the Diocese of Olympia.

the rev. Canon Raja B. Zabaneh is rector of
st. Paul’s, Jacksonville, Fla.

the Very rev. James Zotalis is dean of the
Cathedral of Our Merciful saviour, Faribault,
Minn. 

Ordinations
Priesthood

albany: Karla Parsons Banach (priest in
charge, st. Francis Mission, albany), Jonathan
Paul Beck (assisting priest, Cathedral of all
saints, albany)

arizona: Erin Cox Oney (assistant and
chaplain, ascension Church and school, Para-
dise Valley), Shawn Rutledge (vicar, st. Peter’s,
Casa Grande), Craig Smith, OP (interim vicar,
resurrection, Gilbert)

Missouri: Margaret Barry Goldstein
(curate, transfiguration, Lake st. Louis), Joshua
David Huber (curate, Calvary, Columbia)

new york: Stacey Marie Carpenter (curate,
Christ Church, Christiana hundred, Wilm-
ington, Del.), Eliza Aryeequaye Davies (priest
associate, st. James the Less, scarsdale), Nicole
Regina Hanley (priest in charge, st. andrew’s,
Walden, and st. Francis of assisi, Mont-
gomery), Meredith Anne Marguerite
Hawkins, Alexander Herasimischuk (priest in
charge, Zion, Wappingers Falls), Molly Jane
Layton (associate rector, Calvary-st. George’s,
new york), Mary Katharine McCarty (curate,
Christ’s Church, rye)

newark: Danielle D. Baker (priest in charge,
st. Paul’s, Morris Plains), George Dredden III
(priest in charge, trinity and st. Philip’s Cathe-
dral, newark)

northern indiana: Amy Lepine Peterson
(assisting priest, st. Joseph’s, Durham, n.C.)

northwest texas: Ashley Taylor Colley
(curate, holy trinity, Midland)

Olympia: James Ayuen (parish priest, st.
John’s sudanese, tukwila), Mary Bol (parish
priest, st. John’s sudanese, tukwila), Daren
Chidester, Allen Hicks, Baudelina Paz, Linzi
Stahlecker (curate, st. Mark’s Cathedral,
seattle), Pam Tinsley (assisting priest, st.
andrew’s, tacoma)

West texas: Matthew Robert Bloss (deacon
in charge, st. John Chrysostom, Delafield, Wis.)

Retirements
the rev. Michael Burg as parish deacon at

Grace, sheboygan, Wis.
the rev. Enrique Cadena as parish priest of

san Pablo, Phoenix
the rev. Michael Carroll as priest in charge

of st. John’s, Waterbury, Conn.
the rev. Peter Cheney as rector of st. ann’s,

Kennebunkport, Maine
the rev. Young Choi as vicar of st. Francis

Korean Church, McLean, Va.
the rev. Sue Cole as rector of st. Luke’s,

Wilton, Maine
the rev. Phil Cooke as vicar of st. Mary’s,

ramona, Calif. 
the rev. Kathleen Dorr as priest in charge

of st. Gabriel’s, East Berlin, Conn. 
the rev. Celia Ellery as rector of Good

shepherd, san angelo, texas
the rev. Thomas Eoyang as rector of holy

Comforter, Drexel hill, Pa. 
the rev. Alan Feltner as priest in charge of

st. Bartholomew’s, Mio, Mich. 
the rev. Marian Fortner as interim rector

of Christ Church, Bay st. Louis, Miss.
the rev. Tom Furrer as priest in charge of

trinity, Wethersfield, Conn.
the rev. Keith Gentry as rector st. Paul and

st. andrew, Kenbridge, Va. 
the rev. Bob Gilman as interim rector of st.

Paul’s, Petersburg, Va. 
the rev. Connie Gilman as associate rector

of trinity, Portsmouth, Va. 
the rev. Mary Gregorius as rector of st.

John’s, Pleasantville, n.y. 
the rev. Julian (Bunker) Hill as parish

priest of st. thomas’, sturgis, s.D.
the rev. Beth Hixon as rector of Epiphany,

royersford, Pa.
the rev. Geoffrey Hoare as rector of st.

alban’s, Washington, D.C. 
the rev. Martie D.V. Johnson as vicar of

holy Cross, the rocks, street, Md.
the rev. Marge Kiss as parish deacon at st.

thomas of Canterbury, Greendale, Wis. 
the rev. Eric LeBrocq Jr. as rector of st.

John’s, sealy, texas. 
the rev. Donald Lowery as rector of holy

innocents, henderson, n.C.
the rev. David R. Lynch as rector of resur-

rection, Blue springs, Mo.
the rev. Rich Martindale as rector of st.

Paul’s, henderson, Ky. 
the Very rev. William McClure as rector of

trinity, alpena, Mich.
the rev. Kent McCall as parish deacon at st.

Paul’s, Kansas City, Mo. 
the rev. Helen McKee as parish priest of

trinity, Gretna, Va. 
the rev. Ciritta Park as rector of redeemer,

Bethesda, Md. 

Christ Church, Greenwich, Conn. 
the rev. Andy McQuery is rector of Christ

Church, Oberlin, Ohio. 
the rev. Nelson Mendoza is priest in charge

of Our savior, new york.
the rev. Garrett Mettler is priest in charge

of st. stephen’s, armonk, n.y. 
the rev. Anna Olson is interim rector of

Good shepherd, silver spring, Md. 
the rev. Mack Olson is the Diocese of

northern California’s missioner for church life.
the rev. Ally Perry is rector of trinity,

Wetumpka, ala. 
the rev. Canon Stephen Pessah is the Dio-

cese of Florida’s canon for the apalachee
region. 

the rev. Brian Petersen is curate of st.
Bartholomew’s, Poway, Calif. 

Ms. Kate Riley is the Diocese of Maryland’s
canon for youth.

the rev. Daniel D. Robayo is vicar of st.
Mary Magdalene, Manor, texas.

the rev. Suzi Robertson is rector of st.
stephen’s, seattle.

the rev. Sarah Robbins-Cole is interim
assistant for youth at st. andrew’s, Wellesley,
Mass.

the rev. Canon Charles Robinson is pas-
toral associate at hickory neck, toano, Va.

the rev. Lawrence Robles is parish priest of
all saints Christo rey, Watsonville, Calif.

the rev. Christopher Rodgers is priest in
charge of st. James’, sonora, and st. Matthew’s,
san andreas, Calif.

the rev. Beth Scriven is interim rector of st.
Luke’s, ypsilanti, Mich. 

the rev. Marco Serrano is shepherd of Free
state Minster in the Diocese of Kansas.

the rev. Dr. Valorie Mulvey Sherer is priest
in charge of Emmanuel, Webster Groves, saint
Louis. 

the rev. Shawn Sherrade is vicar of st.
John’s, abilene, Kan.

Ms. Sarah Shipman is executive director of
Episcopal Migration Ministries. 

the rev. Jay Sidebotham is associate rector
at st. James’, new york. 

the rev. John Deepak Sundara is vicar for
evangelism and worship at st. Martin’s,
houston.

the rev. Naomi Sundara is chaplain of st.
Martin’s Preschool, houston.

the rev. Thomas Szczerba is associate
rector at st. David’s, radnor, Wayne, Pa.

the rev. Dr. Marcel Tabone is priest in
charge of st. Barnabas by-the-Bay, Villas, n.J.

the rev. Jennie Talley is priest in charge of
st. John’s, Wilmot, and trinity-st. Paul’s, new
rochelle, n.y. 

the rev. Mike Tess is priest in charge of st.
Mark’s, Beaver Dam, Wis. 

the rev. Canon Calhoun Walpole is parish
priest at st. John’s, Johns island, s.C. 

the rev. Dr. Jennifer Walters is rector of
all saints’, Peterborough, n.h. 

the rev. Patrick Ward is rector of holy
spirit, Orleans, Mass.

the rev. Doug Wasinger is rector of st.
Mark’s, Corpus Christi, texas.

the rev. Nathan Webb is curate of st. James
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the rev. Canon Dr. Francisco Pozo as vicar
of Christo rey, trenton, n.J. 

the rev. Darrell Proffit as interim rector of
holy Comforter, spring, texas

the rev. Wendy Rozene as parish deacon of
st. anne’s, Windham, Maine

the rev. Patrick Rudolph as parish deacon
of st. Paul’s, Marinette, Wis.

Kentucky. in 1981 he earned a
Doctor of Musical arts degree
from Ball state in vocal per-
formance.

he taught music at public
and private schools in indiana,
Kansas, and Kentucky. he also
taught choral and vocal music
at the College of southern idaho in twin Falls,
and directed the Darke County [Ohio] Ora-
torio society and the Eastern Wyoming Col-
lege Community Choir.

he was ordained deacon in 1988 and priest in
1989, and served churches in indiana, nebraska,
and Wyoming before his retirement in 2008.

he worked as a news photographer for
Muncie newspapers and was in charge of the
darkroom at Warner Gear and the Richmond
Register in Kentucky.

he was preceded in death by his first wife, Bar-
bara J. Lundy smith. he is survived by his wife of
46 years, Christine Moore smith; a daughter; and
a son.

the rev. John R.K. Stieper, ssC, who was
rector of the Church of st. Columba in hanover
Park, illinois, for more than three decades, died
October 24 at 87.

Born in Chicago, he was a
graduate of DePauw University
and yale University. he also did
graduate study at the University
of Montpellier (France) and the
University of Oxford. he was
ordained deacon in 1961 and
priest in 1962.

During his years at st. Columba (1964-
2000), he raised funds, oversaw construction of
church and school buildings, and provided spir-
itual leadership. he also taught at seabury-
Western theological school and was adminis-
trative director of st. Leonard’s house in
Chicago.

he is survived by two sisters, two sons, and
two grandsons.

the rev. Harry Arthur Woggon, a specialist in
intentional interim ministry, died november
26 at 85.

Born in new york City, he was a graduate of
hamilton College, the University of Oregon,

and General theological sem-
inary. he was ordained deacon
in 1963 and priest in 1964. he
served as a priest and school
chaplain in iowa, Maryland,
new york, north Carolina,
south Carolina, and Virginia.

he also worked as an
administrator, counselor, and therapist for the
mental health system of north Carolina. in his
focus on intentional interim ministry, he helped
parishes experiencing difficult transitions. he
wrote three books: Transfigured into Wholeness,
Gratitude’s Attitude: A Pioneer’s Pilgrimage, and
a collection of poetry, Journey to the Center.

he is survived by his wife of 63 years,
Genelda Kepley Woggon, a son, three daugh-
ters, and 10 grandchildren. One of his daugh-
ters, the rev. Karla Woggon, is rector of Church
of the ascension in hickory, north Carolina.

Deaths
the rev. Carol Lee Cook, who grew up in a
“happily bohemian” family and once worked at
apple inc., died november 17 at 73.

Born in Los Gatos, California, she was a
graduate of Macalester College, san Francisco
state University, and Church Divinity school
of the Pacific. she was ordained deacon in 1990
and priest in 1991, and served parishes in the
Diocese of California for all her ministry.

she was rector at st. Bartholomew’s Church,
Livermore, from 1991 to 2010 and an adjunct
professor of religion at Las Positas College from
2002 to 2010. she then served as an associate
priest at st. Clare’s Church in Pleasanton.

the rev. Donald Lillpopp,
who blended a love of music
with his vocation as a priest,
died september 23 at 84.

Born in Greenfield, Massa-
chusetts, he was a graduate of
the University of Massachu-
setts at amherst and Berkley

Divinity school at yale. he also studied at the
Leland Powers school of radio, tV, and the-
ater in Boston.

Lillpopp met his wife of 62 years, Joanne,
through mutual friends while studying at
Berkley Divinity school, and they married in
1960. he was ordained deacon and priest in
1959, and served at parishes in Connecticut,
Florida, Massachusetts, and Vermont.

the Lillpopps loved to sing in community
choirs throughout their lives, and he often
played piano at family gatherings and organ
during church services.

Joanne Lillpopp died in July. the Lilllpopps
are survived by a daughter, three sons, seven
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

James H. Litton, a cofounder of the anglican
association of Musicians who helped compile
The Hymnal (1982) and edited the Episcopal

Church’s Plainsong Psalter
(1988), died november 1 at 87.

Born in Charleston, West
Virginia, he was a graduate of
Mason College of Music and
Fine arts and Westminster
Choir College, and did post-

graduate studies at Canterbury Cathedral.
in his career of more than 60 years, he served

at american Boychoir school; Washington
national Cathedral; st. Bartholomew’s Church,
new york City; trinity Church, Princeton, new
Jersey; Christ Church Cathedral, indianapolis;
and trinity Episcopal Church, southport, Con-
necticut.

he was an assistant professor of organ and
head of the church music department at West-
minster Choir College and the C.F. seabrook

Director of Music at Princeton theological
seminary. he also served as visiting lecturer at
Virginia theological seminary and sewanee:
the University of the south.

Both Litton and his wife of 54 years, Lou
ann, died from complications of alzheimer’s
disease. he was her caregiver until she preceded
him in death. the couple met each other in sev-
enth grade, united by their love of music. they
married after completing college in 1957.

he is survived by a sister, a daughter, three
sons, and three grandchildren.

the rev. Richard M. Louis,
who emphasized compassion
and inclusion in his ministry,
died november 12 at 89.

Born in Brooklyn, new
york, he was a graduate of Col-
gate University and Episcopal
theological school. he was ordained deacon
and priest in 1959.

he served as a hospital chaplain at st. Luke’s
hospital and Memorial sloan Kettering Cancer
Center in new york City, where he ministered
to young patients and their parents. at st.
Luke’s, he met M. Kristan Bertelsen, and they
married in 1965.

he served for the rest of his ministry in the
Diocese of newark. While he was rector of st.
Mark’s in teaneck, new Jersey, the parish
installed a stained-glass window that honors
the spirit of unity. his longest tenure was at st.
John’s Memorial Church in ramsey, from 1979
until his retirement in august 2000.

Fr. Louis and his wife lost both a son and a
grandson to death. he is survived by his wife, a
brother, a son, a granddaughter, and two grand-
sons.

Canon Peter Ng, a native of China who grew up
in hong Kong and
devoted nearly three
decades of his life to the
Episcopal Church’s work
in asia and the Pacific,
died December 10 from
cancer. he was 74.

ng moved to the states in 1969 and worked
for the church from 1989 until his retirement in
2017. he served three presiding bishops.

the rev. David Copley, director of global part-
nerships and mission personnel, remembered ng
as “a mentor, spiritual guide and wise elder.”

“Peter ng was always more than the ‘Part-
nership Officer for asia and the Pacific,’”
Copley told David Paulsen of Episcopal news
service. “he was always there as a support,
giving gentle guidance and encouragement to
those with whom he worked.”

ng helped the Episcopal Church in the Philip-
pines move from a missionary district to an
autonomous province of the anglican Com-
munion.

the rev. Dr. Harold V. Smith, who taught
singing for many years before becoming a
priest, died november 2 at 87.

Born in Muncie, indiana, he was a graduate
of Ball state teachers College, Ball state Uni-
versity, and Episcopal theological seminary in
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sUnDay’s rEaDinGs
1 Epiphany: the Baptism of Our

Lord, January 8
isa. 42:1-9 • Ps. 29 • acts 10:34-43

Matt. 3:13-17

Public, Private, noise,
and silence

Jesus “came from Galilee to John at
the Jordan, to be baptized by him”

(Matt. 3:13). John objects, saying, “i
need to be baptized by you” (Matt.
3:14). We may, although for different
reasons, share John’s objection. John
would have preferred to be baptized by
Jesus because he recognized Jesus as
“one who is mightier than i.” We may
object by asking why the one who
“knew no sin” undergoes a baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. Jesus says, “Let it
be so now; for it is proper for us in this
way to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt.
3:15). “it is proper” suggests that this is
the right time for Jesus to declare his
absolute identification with sinners. in
the words of st. Paul, “For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21).

Jesus became what we are so that we
might become what he is. it is precisely
in Jesus’ abasement, his coming down
to us, his assuming our nature, that we
stand where Jesus is, so that everything
said of Jesus is said of us. “and when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came
up from the water, suddenly the heav-
ens were opened to him and he saw the
spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. and a voice from
heaven said, ‘this is my son, the
Beloved, with whom i am well pleased’”
(Matt. 3:16-17). strikingly, there is
something deeply private and public in
this revelation. it seems the heavens are
opened only “to him” and he alone “saw
the spirit of God descending like a
dove,” and yet the voice from heaven
makes this public announcement.

Like Jesus, we are the public revela-
tion of the sons and daughters of God.
Christ alive in us casts a light so that
we “shine like stars in the world” (Phil.
2:15). We bear in our bodies and souls
evidence of God’s public pronounce-

ment. and yet to each disciple there is
a secret opening to heaven, a secret
descent of the spirit, a gift hidden in
mystery, real and unspeakable. there
is, in a sense, a gift of the spirit we
cannot share.

Jesus sends us out into the world as
his shining sons and daughters. Within,
we carry our secret treasure. now, we
see the same world, but we see it differ-
ently. We see God in all his redeeming
work. We listen, and the world sounds
forth anew. the noise of nature
becomes the voice of God. the Lord is
upon the waters, upon the mighty
waters. the Lord thunders with a pow-
erful voice; the Lord breaks the cedars,
makes Lebanon skip like a calf, splits
the flames of fire, shakes the wilderness,
and strips the forest bare. the world
cries out, “Glory!” (Ps. 29:3-9). God is
loud and powerful.

We also see and sense contrasting
quietness, gentleness, and nonviolence
that have come into the world. “he will
not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; a bruised reed he
will not break, and a dimly burning
wick he will not quench; he will faith-
fully bring forth justice” (isa. 42:2-3).
the gentleness of Jesus is a call to live
honorably and quietly in the obscure
exercise of one’s daily tasks.

the sons and daughters of God go
forth, bearing a light more brilliant
than the noonday sun. together, they
are Christ’s body. as individual mem-
bers, they are secret temples. they see
and hear God everywhere, the God of
wondrous noise and of piercing quiet.

LOOK it UP: this week’s collect

thinK aBOUt it: Baptized into his
name, that is, into his life

2 Epiphany, January 15
isa. 49:1-7 • Ps. 40:1-12 • 1 Cor. 1:1-9

John 1:29-42

night

in union with Christ, we are bold to
say, “Our Father who art in heaven.”

We say these words as the adopted sons
and daughters of God in whom Christ
dwells. Christ himself prays in us to

the Father. Our prayer is first his, and
so we pray confidently and boldly,
knowing that all our prayers, sancti-
fied by the spirit, enter the courts of
heaven and find their rest in the
beating heart of the Father. “God, who
searches the heart, knows what is the
mind of the spirit, because the spirit
intercedes for the saints according to
the will of God” (rom. 8:27). in such
prayer, nothing “will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (rom. 8:39). the
searched heart knows Christ and is
known by him.

God is not divided; thus, where God
is, he is wholly. in this sense, we
already have all that God is. God is the
unending source of our confidence
and the wellspring of prayer. however,
our capacity to experience and appro-
priate the fullness of the divine life is
limited both by our human condition
and moral state. Confidence, then,
must be augmented by profound
humility. Like John the Baptist, we may
say, “here is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world! ... after
me comes a man who ranks ahead of
me because he was before me. i saw
the spirit descending from heaven like
a dove, and it remained on him. … i
myself have seen and have testified that
this is the son of God” (John 1:29-30,
32, 34). amid these affirmations, John
says twice, “i myself did not know him”
(John 1:31, 33).

the way of knowing is the way of
unknowing. there is always more of
God to experience, to know, to love, to
serve, and to adore. “how wonderful,
and beyond our knowing, O God, is
your mercy and loving-kindness to us,
that to redeem a slave, you gave a son”
(Exultet, Easter Vigil). “O the depth of
the riches and wisdom and knowledge
of God! how unsearchable are his judg-
ments and how inscrutable his ways”
(rom. 11:33). Our knowledge of God is
true, and our prayer to him efficacious.
yet we have not attained to the fullness
of God. thus, our lives are marked by
confidence and humility, boldness and
deep silence before the mystery of God.
We are summoned to a “high cliff,” a
summit beyond all creation. 

the psalmist gives us words: “he
lifted me up from the desolate pit, out
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of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a
rock, making my steps secure. he put a
new song in my mouth, a song of praise
to our God. Many will see and fear, and
put their trust in the LOrD” (Ps. 40:2-3).
“you have multiplied, O Lord my God,
your wondrous deeds and your
thoughts towards us; none can com-
pare with you. Were i to proclaim and
tell of them, they would be more than
can be counted” (Ps. 40:5-6). Entering
more deeply into the divine darkness,
God will “strengthen [us] to the end,”
where he is all in all (1 Cor. 1:8). 

Go forth in God, confident but free
of all arrogance. Be faithful in many
small steps to the high cliff of divine
contemplation. humility is the sure
way of ascent.

LOOK it UP: 1 Corinthians 1:4

thinK aBOUt it: “For in every way
we have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind.
… so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift” (1 Cor. 1:5, 7). and yet we
proceed in humility, because the riches
of God are inscrutable, the knowledge
of God beyond all knowing.

land conquered. this very same bitter-
ness was deeply felt in the time of Jesus
as the Jewish people suffered under
roman occupation.

Moreover, on a personal level, it
should be mentioned that it is virtually
impossible for anyone to live this life
without moments or even seasons of
gloom and despair, anguish, and tears.
again and again, we cry out for help,
for light, for strength, and liberation.
“the LOrD is my light and my salva-
tion; whom then shall i fear? the LOrD
is the strength of my life; of whom then
shall i be afraid?” (Ps. 27:1)

Jesus steps onto the world’s stage,
fulfilling the old prophecy. “now when
Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. he
left nazareth and made his home in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory
of Zebulun and naphtali, so that what
had been spoken through the prophet
isaiah might be fulfilled: ‘Land of
Zebulun, land of naphtali, on the road
by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of
the Gentiles—the people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and
for those who sat in the region and
shadow of death light has dawned”
(Matt. 4:12-16). Jesus launches his
ministry in Gentile territory, indi-
cating that his ministry shines as a light
to both Jews and Gentiles and is, there-
fore, universal in scope.

We may tease out the meaning of
Christ as “Light to the nations” by lis-
tening closely to one of our old friends,
Pope Leo the Great.

“taught then, dearly beloved, by
these mysteries of Divine Grace, let us
with reasonable joy celebrate the day of
our first-fruits and the commencement
of the nations’ calling: ‘giving thanks’ to
the merciful God ‘who made us
worthy,’ as the apostle says, ‘to be par-
takers of the lot of the saints in light:
who delivered us from the power of
darkness and translated us into the
kingdom of the son of his love’; since
as isaiah prophesied, ‘the people of the
nations that sat in darkness, have seen
a great light, and those who dwelt in
the land of the shadow of death, upon
them the light has shined’” (“On the
Feast of the Epiphany,” sermon iii).

standing in the presence of this
light, we ourselves become lights in the

world. again, Pope Leo guides us.
“While [a disciple] himself keeps the
brightness of a holy life, he points to
many the way to the Lord like a star. in
which regard, dearly beloved, ye ought
all to help one another in turn, that in
the kingdom of God, which is reached
by right faith and good works, ye may
shine at [children] of light.”

he is the light, and we are his lumi-
naries in the world.

LOOK it UP: the collect of the week

thinK aBOUt it: the glory of the
Lord is often the light of the Lord!

3 Epiphany, January 22
isa. 9:1-4 • Ps. 27:1, 5-13 • 1 Cor. 1:10-18

Matt. 4:12-23

true Light

an Old testament prophecy finds
its fulfillment. isaiah speaks on

behalf of God, saying, “in the former
time he brought into contempt the
land of Zebulun and the land of naph-
tali, but in the latter time he will make
glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gen-
tiles. the people who walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light; those who
lived in the land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined” (9:1-2).

the lands mentioned, Zebulun and
naphtali, were annexed by the assyr-
ians in the mid-eighth century B.C.,
making them Gentile territory, a con-
dition the prophet calls “gloom” and
“anguish” and “deep darkness.” it is
indeed a bitter thing to have one’s
freedom and identity stolen, a home-

4 Epiphany, January 29
Micah 6:1-8 • Ps. 15 • 1 Cor. 1:18-31

Matt. 5:1-12

What the Lord requires

the Old testament prophets tell us
again and again that social and

economic injustice is an affront to
human dignity and a denial of the sov-
ereign claim God makes upon our
lives. Listen to the prophet Micah
speaking for God: “O my people, what
have i done to you? in what have i
wearied you? answer me! For i
brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of
slavery; and i sent before you Moses,
and aaron, and Miriam” (6:3-4). God’s
people may, to their detriment, forget
the mighty works of God in ages past
and so come to believe that God is no
longer living and true, no longer the
one who “governs all things both in
heaven and on earth” (collect). 

seemingly untethered from the
source of all being and the transcen-
dent ground of moral purpose, human
beings easily fall into the most
depraved behavior, subjecting one
another to vile abuse. the prophet
Micah could see the poor exploited
everywhere he turned. speaking out,
he gave the world one of its great reli-
gious lines: “[W]hat does the LOrD
require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?” (6:8). in these words of the
prophet, we have our social and moral

(Continued on next page)
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VoLUme 266   •   nUmbeR 1
obligation to one another laid bare. 

although this work will never be
completed in this life, God requires that
we make an effort. God asks us to
cooperate with everyone of goodwill to
conform this earthly kingdom to the
unimpeded will of God in the kingdom
of heaven. We can and should do this
work, however we may, in the sphere of
our influence. Of course, it will not
always be clear what justice and kind-
ness and humility require, but often
enough, it is perfectly clear. assessing
one’s moral duty demands an
unflinching honesty. We might ask,
“What does this moment ask of me?” 

Psalm 15 reads like a meditation on
the prophet Micah. Justice, kindness,
and humility look like this: “Lord, who
may dwell in our tabernacle? Who may
abide upon your holy hill? Whoever
leads a blameless life and does what is
right, who speaks the truth from his
heart. there is no guile upon his
tongue; he does no evil to his friend; he
does not heap contempt upon his
neighbor. in his sight the wicked is
rejected, but he honors those who fear
the LOrD. he has sworn to do no wrong
and does not take back his word. he
does not give his money in hope of gain,
nor does he take a bribe against the
innocent. Whoever does these things
will not be overthrown” (Ps. 15). 

We have perhaps said too often in
church that faith, and not works, is the
means by which we receive the gift of
salvation. the truth is, faith without
works is dead, and we know this quite
well. We are summoned to work out our
own salvation in fear and trembling. Do
we not ask God to help us “do all such
good works as thou hast prepared for us
to walk in” (BCP, p. 339)? 

there is work to do, good work, and
noble work. What can you do to make
the small corner of your life more just
and more kind? Be honest. humble
yourself, and walk before your God,
knowing that you will stand before the
great judgment seat of Christ.

LOOK it UP: Matthew 5:6-7

thinK aBOUt it: hunger and thirst
for justice. Be merciful. humble your-
self in the presence of the One who is.

5 Epiphany, February 5
isa. 58:1-9a (9b-12) • Ps. 112:1-9 (10)
1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16) • Matt. 5:13-20

a true interpretation

Jesus comes not to abolish the law but
to fulfill it. this requires, he suggests,

observance even of the smallest details
— “not one letter, not one stroke of a
letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished” (Matt. 5:18). Jesus is not
commending a slavish literalism, but
insists that the authority of scripture is
subordinate to his authority: “you have
heard it said to those of ancient times
… But I say to you” (Matt. 5:21-22). 

Jesus is the interpretive-exegetical key
to the Old testament. indeed, he is the
interpretive key that opens the Father’s
heart. “no one has ever seen God. it is
God the only son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him
known” (John 1:18). speaking to Philip,
Jesus says, “Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father” (John 14:9). Jesus is Lord
over scripture. and he is the way to the
Father. We are dealing here with a sub-
lime and elevated view of Jesus, the One
who was in the beginning with God and
is God. in the words of a well-known
new testament hymn and confession:
“God has highly exalted him and gave
him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). 

turning us toward scripture, Jesus
directs us to an “exceeding righteous-
ness,” an observance deeper than the
mere letter. Jesus would have us read
scripture so that our lives become “salt”
to the earth. as salt, our lives are holy
and purified; they give a savory taste,
like a condiment of joy, to this sinful
and broken world. Our lives are light.
“Let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven”
(Matt. 5:16). the fulfillment of scrip-
ture in our lives is the whole world
giving glory to our Father in heaven!

We have, by the indwelling of the
spirit, the very mind of Christ. the
prophet isaiah mentions a particular
observance: fasting. Outwardly, fasting

(Continued from previous page)
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is often accompanied by public displays
of “humility,” bowing the head, and the
wearing of sackcloth and ashes. inwardly,
however, fasting and any other public
religious observance may be spoiled by
wrong motives and a corrupt heart.
“Look,” says the prophet, “you serve your
own interests on your fast day, and
oppress all your workers. Look, you fast
only to quarrel and fight and to strike
with a wicked fist” (isa. 58:3-4). 

Fasting is a form of abstinence
intended, in part, to deepen human
empathy. When you feel your need, the
needs of the world come into sharper
focus. the prophet tells us about a true
fast: “is not this the fast that i choose: to
loose the bonds of injustice, to undo
the thongs of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke? is it not to share your bread with
the hungry, and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the
naked, to cover them, and not to hide
yourself from your kin?” (isa. 58:6-7).
“if you remove the yoke from among
you, the pointing of the finger, the
speaking of evil, if you offer your food
to the hungry and satisfy the needs of
the afflicted, then your light shall rise in
the darkness and your gloom be like
the noonday” (isa. 58:9-10).

true fasting is a life of compassion. a
true interpretation of scripture unfolds
in merciful lives that bring salt to the
earth and cast light upon the nations.

LOOK it UP: Psalm 112:4-6

thinK aBOUt it: the observant are
merciful and full of compassion.

6 Epiphany, February 12
Deut. 30:15-20 or sir. 15:15-20 • Ps.

119:1-8 • 1 Cor. 3:1-9 • Matt. 5:21-37

Deed and Disposition

st. Paul’s opening salutation to the
Church in Corinth is both sincere

and provocative. he is genuinely
grateful for the gifts of the spirit they
have received and, for that very reason,
troubled by evidence those gifts have
been abused.

he says, “i give thanks to my God
always for you because of the grace of

God that has been given to you in Christ
Jesus, for in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowl-
edge of every kind — just as the testi-
mony of Christ has been strengthened
among you — so that you are not lacking
in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. he
will strengthen you to the end, so that
you may be blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him
you were called into the fellowship of his
son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:4-9).

though richly blessed, the Corinthians
must be strengthened to the end,
remaining blameless unto the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ, preserving the fellow-
ship of his son. in other words, spiritual
gifts do not themselves guarantee a
healthy Christian community. Paul
begins his criticism: “For as long as there
is jealousy and quarreling among you, are
you not of the flesh, and behaving
according to human inclinations? For
when one says, ‘i belong to Paul,’ and
another, ‘i belong to apollos,’ are you not
merely human?” (1 Cor. 3:3-4). 

he then reminds them that every ser-
vant of God is assigned by the Lord and
directs the community toward God,
that is, unity in Christ, rather than quar-

reling. “What then is apollo? What is
Paul? servants through whom you
came to believe, as the Lord assigned to
each. i planted, apollos watered, but
God gave the growth” (1 Cor. 3:5-6). st.
Paul is profoundly concerned that the
community has fractured because of a
specific action and its accompanying
disposition. there is outward quar-
reling and inner jealousy. indeed, a
Christian community may, in this way,
violate its vocation as “God’s field, God’s
building” (1 Cor. 3:9).

a similar concern about action and
inner motive occurs in a discourse of
Jesus. “you have heard that it was said
to those of ancient times, ‘you shall
not murder’; and ‘whoever murders
shall be liable to judgment.’ But i say to
you that if you are angry with a
brother or sister, you will be liable to
the judgment, and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to
the council; and if you say, ‘you fool,’
you will be liable to the gehenna/hell
of fire” (Matt. 5:21-22). 

Murder destroys a human relation-
ship, but so do insults and offensive
speech, and the nursing of rage. adul-
tery is a sin, but it would never occur if
not preceded by sustained attention,
that is, “a view to desire her” (Matt.
5:28; my literal trans.). the words
about an eye or hand that scandalize
the body underscore the need to sub-
ject the ecclesial body to discipline in
order to preserve the common good.
the teaching on divorce is concerned
with subsequent harm to the man or
woman. 

in sum, Jesus is promoting a com-
munity in which there is an equal con-
cern for maintaining right actions and
good intentions that promote the
common good. to that end, Jesus
wants his disciples to restore any
breach in fellowship. “[B]e reconciled
to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift” (Matt. 5:24).

Deeds matter, and so do inner dis-
positions. Be careful until the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. seek peace and
pursue it.

LOOK it UP: the Collect for Purity

thinK aBOUt it: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts.

Paul reminds the

Corinthians that every

servant of God is assigned

by the Lord and directs

the community toward

God, that is, unity

in Christ, rather than

quarreling.
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san Antonio, Texas
DIoCese oF wesT TeXAs
111 Torcido Dr.
210.824.5387
dwtx.org
west brattleboro, Vermont
JeRUsALem PeACebUILDeRs
P.o. box 2020
802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCese oF wesT VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia st. e.
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

GUARAnToRs
beverly Hills, California
ALL sAInTs’
504 n. Camden Dr. #3202
310.275.0123
allsaintsbh.org
meriden, Connecticut
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In ConneCTICUT
290 Pratt street, box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org
washington, D.C.
CHRIsT CHURCH, GeoRGeTown
31st and o sts. nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org
washington, D.C.
wAsHInGTon nATIonAL
CATHeDRAL
3101 wisconsin Ave. n.w.
202.537.6222
cathedral.org
Jacksonville, Florida
ALL sAInTs ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
4171 Hendricks Ave.
904.737.8488
allsaintsjax.org
miami, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHeAsT
FLoRIDA
525 ne 15 st.
305.373.0881
diosef.org
ocala, Florida
GRACe ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
503 se broadway st.
352.622.7881
graceocala.org
orlando, Florida
DIoCese oF CenTRAL FLoRIDA
1017 e. Robinson st.
407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org
Parrish, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHwesT
FLoRIDA
8005 25th st. e.
941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org
Venice, Florida
sT. mARK’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
513 nassau st. s
941.488.7714
stmarksvenice.com
Des moines, Iowa
DIoCese oF IowA
225 37th st.
515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org
salina, Kansas
CHRIsT CATHeDRAL
138 s. 8th st.
785.827.4440
christcathedralsalina.org

Fort Thomas, Kentucky
sT. AnDRew’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
3 Chalfonte Pl.
859.441.1092
standrewsfortthomas.org
Louisville, Kentucky
bRoTHeRHooD oF sT. AnDRew
620 s. 3rd st. suite 203
724.266.5810
brothersandrew.net
Lake Charles, Louisiana
sT. mICHAeL AnD ALL AnGeLs
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
123 w. sale Rd.
337.477.1881
stmichaelslc.com
shreveport, Louisiana
DIoCese oF wesTeRn
LoUIsIAnA
4321 Youree Dr. ste. 400
318.442.1304
epiwla.org
shreveport, Louisiana
sT. mARK’s ePIsCoPAL
CATHeDRAL
908 Rutherford street
318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net
Annapolis, maryland
sT. Anne’s PARIsH
199 Duke of Gloucester st.
410.267.9333
stannes-annapolis.org
Jackson, mississippi
DIoCese oF mIssIssIPPI
118 n. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org
morristown, new Jersey
sT. PeTeR’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
121 south street
973.538.0555
stpetersmorristown.org
Albuquerque, new mexico
DIoCese oF THe RIo GRAnDe
6400 Coors blvd. nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org
santa Fe, new mexico
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAITH
311 e. Palace Ave.
505.982.4447
holyfaithchurchsf.org
brooklyn, new York
CHURCH oF sT. mARK
1417 Union st.
718.756.6607
stmarkschurchbrooklyn.org
Cooperstown, new York
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st.
607.547.9555
ceccoop.net
Garden City, new York
DIoCese oF LonG IsLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceseli.org

THE LIVING CHURCH PARTNERS

The Living Church seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Corinthians 5).



new York, new York
GRACe CHURCH
802 broadway
212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org
new York, new York
CHURCH oF sT. eDwARD
THe mARTYR
14 east 109th st.
212.369.1140
saintedwardthemartyr.com
oklahoma City, oklahoma
sT. JoHn’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
5401 n. brookline Ave.
405.943.8548
stjohnsokc.org
Toronto, ontario
sT. PAUL’s bLooR sTReeT
277 bloor st. e.
416.961.8116
stpaulsbloor.org
Columbia, south Carolina
DIoCese oF UPPeR
soUTH CARoLInA
1115 marion st.
803.771.7800
edusc.org
murfreesboro, Tennessee
sT. PAUL’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
116 n. Academy st.
615.893.3780
stpaulsmurfreesboro.org
nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 broadway
615.255.7729
christcathedral.org
Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD sHePHeRD
700 s. Upper broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org
Houston, Texas
sT. FRAnCIs ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd.
713.782.1270
sfch.org
navasota, Texas
CAmP ALLen
18800 Fm 362
936.825.7175
campallen.org
waco, Texas
sT. ALbAn’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
2900 w. waco Dr.
254.752.1773
stalbanswaco.org
Richmond, Virginia
DIoCese oF VIRGInIA
110 w. Franklin st.
800-DIoCese
thediocese.net
Richmond, Virginia
sT. mATTHew’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave.
804.288.1911
stmattsrva.org
Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCese oF FonD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. #1b
920.830.8866
diofdl.org

soCIeTY oF mARY,
AmeRICAn ReGIon
Fr. John D. Alexander, superior
somamerica.org

AssoCIATes
Tucson, Arizona
sT. mICHAeL AnD ALL AnGeLs
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
602 n. wilmot Road
520.886.7292
smallangelstucson.org
san Diego, California
ALL sAInTs’ ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
625 Pennsylvania Ave.
619.298.7729
allsaintschurch.org
washington, DC
DIoCese oF wAsHInGTon
mount saint Alban
202.537.6555
edow.org
Jacksonville, Florida
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH oF
oUR sAVIoUR
12236 mandarin Rd.
904.268.9457
oursaviourjax.org
Jacksonville, Florida
sAn Jose ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
7423 san Jose blvd.
904.733.0352
sjeds.org
Lake mary, Florida
sT. PeTeR’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
700 Rinehart Rd.
407.444.5673
stpeterslakemary.org
Pensacola, Florida
DIoCese oF THe CenTRAL
GULF CoAsT
201 n baylen st.
850.434.7337
diocgc.org
st. Augustine, Florida
TRInITY PARIsH
215 saint George st.
904.824.2876
trinitysta.org
Tallahassee, Florida
HoLY ComFoRTeR ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
2015 Fleischmann Rd.
850.877.2712
hc-ec.org
savannah, Georgia
CoLLeGIATe CHURCH
oF sT. PAUL THe APosTLe
1802 Abercorn st.
912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org
south bend, Indiana
DIoCese oF noRTHeRn InDIAnA
117 n. Lafayette blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org
Des moines, Iowa
DIoCese oF IowA
225 37th st.
515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

baton Rouge, Louisiana
sT. LUKe’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
8833 Goodwood blvd.
225.926.5343
stlukesbr.org
new orleans, Louisiana
sT. PAUL’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
6249 Canal blvd.
504.488.3749
stpaulsnola.org
boston, massachusetts
DIoCese oF mAssACHUseTTs
138 Tremont street
617.482.5800
diomass.org
minnetonka beach, minnesota
sT. mARTIn’s bY THe LAKe
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
2801 westwood Road
952.446.6115
stmartinsbythelake.org
st. Paul, minnesota
messIAH ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
1631 Ford Pkwy.
651.698.2590
messiahepiscopal.org
Concord, new Hampshire
DIoCese oF new HAmPsHIRe
63 Green st.
603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org
Red bank, new Jersey
TRInITY ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
65 west Front street
732.741.4581
trinityredbank.org
somerville, new Jersey
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
158 w. High st.
908.722.1250
stjohnsomerville.org
Trenton, new Jersey
DIoCese oF new JeRseY
808 w. state st.
609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org
Greenwich, new York
DIoCese oF ALbAnY
580 burton Rd.
518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org
new York, new York
CHRIsT & sAInT sTePHen’s
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
120 w. 69th st.
212.787.2755
csschurch.org
millbrook, new York
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH, LITHGow
696 Deep Hollow Rd.
845.745.8160
stpeterslithgow.org
new York, new York
moCKInGbIRD mInIsTRIes
561.414.3563
mbird.com
st. Alban’s, new York
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH oF sT. ALbAn
THe mARTYR
116-42 Farmers blvd.
718.528.1891
stalbanepiscopalqueens.org

Chapel Hill, north Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAmILY
200 Hayes Rd.
919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
sT. mICHAeL’s CHURCH
1520 Canterbury Rd.
919.782.0731
holymichael.org
winston-salem, north Carolina
sT. TImoTHY’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
2575 Parkway Dr.
336.765.0294
sttimothysws.org
Dayton, ohio
sT. GeoRGe’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
5520 Far Hills Ave.
937.434.1781
stgeorgesdayton.org
oklahoma City, oklahoma
ACADemY oF CLAssICAL
CHRIsTIAn sTUDIes
405.478.2077
theacademyok.org
Tulsa, oklahoma
CHRIsT CHURCH ePIsCoPAL
10901 s. Yale Ave.
918.299.7510
christchurchtulsa.org
Tulsa, oklahoma
sAInT JoHn’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
4200 s. Atlanta Pl.
918.742.7381
sjtulsa.org
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
PHILADeLPHIA ePIsCoPAL
CATHeDRAL
23 s. 38th st.
215.386.0234
philadelphiacathedral.org
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PITTsbURGH
325 oliver Avenue, suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org
Providence, Rhode Island
sAInT sTePHen’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
114 George st.
401.421.6702
sstephens.org
Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosePH oF ARImATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org
Lookout mountain, Tennessee
CHURCH oF THe GooD sHePHeRD
211 Franklin Rd.
423.821.1583
gslookout.com
Austin, Texas
sT. mARK’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
2128 barton Hills Dr.
512.444.1449
stmarksaustin.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. mATTHew’s CATHeDRAL
5100 Ross Ave.
214.823.8134
episcopalcathedral.org
Lubbock, Texas
DIoCese oF noRTHwesT TeXAs
1802 broadway
806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org
mcKinney, Texas
sT. PeTeR’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
400 n College st.
972.562.1166
stpetersmckinney.com
Prosper, Texas
sT. PAUL’s ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
420 south Coit Rd.
716.495.2333
stpaulsprosper.org

Tyler, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
118 s. bois d’Arc
903.597.9854
christchurchtyler.org
waco, Texas
HoLY sPIRIT ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

River Hills, wisconsin
sT. CHRIsToPHeR’s
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
7845 n. River Rd.
414.352.0380
stchristopherswi.org

To become a TLC Partner, please contact the Rev. mark michael,  mmichael@livingchurch.org or (607) 544-4300.




