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izing the convention to be held online,
rather than in person.

The Rev. Richard Roessler, rector of
Church of the Cross in Ticonderoga,
New York, moved an amendment to
prevent consideration of changes to the
canons at an online convention. He
and other same-sex marriage oppo-
nents argued that the online format
inhibits the depth of deliberation nec-
essary for something as important as a
canonical change.

Same-sex marriage supporters
responded that other important mat-
ters would be considered at the con-
vention, and if the online format is
inadequate, the convention should be
adjourned. The Rev. Glen Michaels,
priest in charge of five small congrega-
tions in the Adirondack Mountains,
also argued that any healing process
requires extensive conversation about
the sources of conflict, and that debate
over same-sex marriage would provide
a forum to begin that conversation.

After more than 90 minutes of
debate and procedural motions, the
amendment barring votes on canon-
ical changes was approved, 126 to 116.
A subsequent motion to adjourn was
defeated 161 to 78. There’s no way to
know which tally, if either, serves as a
better proxy for overall sentiment on
same-sex marriage, but it’s clear there
is substantial support for each side.

The votes were largely symbolic. The
Rev. Scott Garno, president of the
Standing Committee and rector of St.
Stephen’s in Delmar, told the conven-
tion that the diocesan canons on mar-
riage and sexuality “conflict with the
legislation of the Episcopal Church,
and as such, are unenforceable.” But he
added that some in the diocese believe
the canons “make an important state-
ment about what the Diocese of
Albany believes.”

Michaels, who proposed the resolu-

By Kirk Petersen

The Diocese of Albany has postponed
action that would bring its rules on
sexuality into compliance with the
broader church. The postponement, at
the annual convention on October 23,
delays a conversation that will indicate
how conservative the diocese will con-
tinue to be.

Albany was the last remaining
domestic diocese where a bishop pro-
hibited same-sex marriage rites. The
Rt. Rev. william H. Love, who held the
traditional view that marriage is a
union of a man and a woman, resigned
as Bishop of Albany earlier this year,
and subsequently joined the Anglican
Church in North America. He had
been convicted after a lengthy discipli-
nary process of violating his vow of
obedience to the church, by declining
to conform to the General Conven-
tion’s 2018 decision authorizing same-
sex marriage rites wherever such mar-
riages are legal.

The diocese is in the early stages of
searching for a new bishop, and the
person selected will face the challenge
of bringing together the liberal and
conservative factions of the diocese.
Partisans on both sides are looking for
indications of how conservative the
next bishop may be.

The convention had been scheduled
to consider two changes to the canons
of the diocese. The first would have
eliminated the canonical requirement
that priests and deacons in the diocese
must either be celibate or in a marriage
between a man and a woman. The
second would have eliminated a canon
that explicitly prohibited the solem-
nization or blessing of any same-sex
marriage or union.

But the measures were halted at the
beginning of the convention, during
consideration of a resolution author-

tions to change the canons, told TLC
he was disappointed that they had
failed. He also said he was concerned
that “if we recruit a bishop who is com-
fortable coming here with these reso-
lutions on the books, we may end up
selecting a bishop who can’t gather
enough votes from the standing com-
mittees of the other dioceses to become
our new bishop.”

what to Do with
a Multi-Million
Dollar Surplus?
By Kirk Petersen

The Episcopal Church has the kind of
problem you like to have: a huge
budget surplus.

At its four-day meeting in Linthicum
Heights, Maryland, the Executive
Council learned that the church
expects to end the year, and thus the
2019-21 triennium, with a surplus of
just under $16 million.

The problem is the optics. More
than 80 percent of the church’s revenue
comes from the 109 dioceses, which
are expected to send 15 percent of their
income to the Church Center, or apply
for a waiver. Some of the dioceses have
been struggling financially for years,
although Treasurer N. Kurt Barnes told
the council that assessment payments
from the dioceses are “in line with
commitments” for 2021. The council
recognized this reality in April, when
it voted to make grants of $40,000 to
each diocese that applies.

“It wasn’t a surplus because we were
flush,” said Presiding Bishop Michael
B. Curry. “we tightened our belts dra-
matically.” Virtually all travel was
halted at the beginning of the pan-
demic, and the council was gathering
in person for the first time since the
beginning of the pandemic. when the
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General Convention was deferred for a
year, so was most of the associated
expense. After moving $2.5 million in
net costs for the July 2022 General
Convention, the surplus drops to $13.5
million.

In 2017, the Executive Council voted
that when there is any surplus at the
end of a triennium, 20 percent of it
should be applied to short-term
reserves, and 80 percent invested in the
church’s various trust funds — essen-
tially, building the endowment. The
Rev. Mally Lloyd, chair of the finance
committee, told the council that the 20
percent, about $2.7 million, was
applied to the short-term reserves. But
because the reserves already were
funded at a prudent level of three
months operating expenses, $2.3 mil-
lion was transferred from reserves to
balance the 2022 budget.

That leaves $10.8 million to be
invested under the 80-20 rule — but
the discussion revealed there is little
appetite for burying all that money in a
trust fund. It was noted that the 2017
council had not anticipated a pan-
demic, and that a rule made by Execu-
tive Council can be changed by Execu-
tive Council.

“This is an opportunity to do some-
thing with what we have, because we
tightened our belts dramatically,”
Curry said. He and others said the
money could be used, for example, for
the church’s core priorities of evan-
gelism, racial reconciliation, and care
of creation; or for a truth and reconcil-
iation fund related to the church’s role
in Indigenous boarding schools, as was
discussed in a previous plenary ses-
sion; or for rebates to churches or dio-
ceses.

Russ Randle, a lawyer and frequent
voice of prudence on the council,
urged his colleagues to “spend at least
75 percent of the so-called surplus,
don’t reinvest it. This is the time to put
the chips on the table. we’ve come
through some pretty horrific events as
a country and as a world. Let’s act like
we’re in an urgent situation and put the
money where we say it belongs.”

The council passed the one-year
budget for 2022 without resolving how
to deal with the investment part of the
surplus. That will be considered along

(Continued on next page)

with the 2023-2024 budget at the
council’s January meeting in Cleve-
land. President of the House of
Deputies Gay Clark Jennings, who
lives in a Cleveland suburb, closed the
meeting by warning the council to
dress warmly for January in Cleveland.

Council Focuses
on Indigenous
Boarding Schools
By Kirk Petersen

The Executive Council is continuing
to explore the history of the Episcopal
Church with Indian boarding schools,
which were part of a government pro-
gram of forced assimilation in the late
19th and early 20th centuries.

The council is meeting in person for
the first time since the beginning of
the pandemic, gathering October 25-
28 at the Maritime Conference Center
in Linthicum Heights, Maryland, on
land that was taken from the Piscat-
away and Susquehannock people, as
council member Sarah Stonesifer
noted in introducing the discussion on
boarding schools.

The council is working to fulfill a
mandate to deliver to next summer’s
General Convention a comprehensive
plan for addressing the church’s legacy
of Indigenous boarding schools. The
ambitious goal was set in a public state-

ment on July 12 by the presiding offi-
cers of Executive Council: Presiding
Bishop Michael B. Curry and President
of the House of Deputies Gay Clark
Jennings.

The Rev. Dr. Bradley Hauff, mis-
sioner for Indigenous ministries and
an enrolled member of the Oglala
Sioux Tribe, told the council that “both
of my parents were raised in Indige-
nous boarding schools.” He said his
father was raised in a school run by the
federal government, and his mother in
St. Mary’s Episcopal School for Indian
Girls in Springfield, South Dakota.
Most of the major Christian denomi-
nations operated Indian boarding
schools with government funding. The
large majority were run by the Roman
Catholic Church, but Hauff said there
were at least nine Episcopal boarding
schools.

“we don’t even know how many
Indigenous boarding schools the Epis-
copal Church operated,” Hauff said. It
has “long since been time for us to
come to terms with this. This is a
beginning, I’m privileged and feel
blessed to be a part of it, as I know my

Carlisle Indian boarding school pupils in Pennsylvania (circa 1900)
wikimedia Commons
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colleagues do as well.”
The colleagues he referred to also

addressed the council: the Rev. Isaiah
Shaneequa Brokenleg, staff officer for
racial reconciliation and an enrolled
member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe
(Sicangu Nation), and the Rev. Canon
Mary Crist, Indigenous theological
education coordinator and enrolled
member of the Blackfeet (Amskapi
Pikuni).

All three staffers have been hired
since 2018. The church’s increasing
focus on Indigenous matters took on
added urgency this year after horrific
stories emerged of abuse and
unmarked graves at Indian boarding
schools in  Canada  and the  United
States. For nearly a century, the gov-
ernment took hundreds of thousands
of Indian children from their families,
often by force, and placed them in
schools designed to suppress their
Indian heritage and instill European-

American culture and customs.
Brokenleg emphasized that “cultural

DNA is passed on to future genera-
tions,” but the boarding schools were
designed to interrupt that process.
“Even though the boarding schools are
gone, and the government policies
have gotten better, that negative stuff is
getting passed on — the abuse, the sui-
cide, addiction, the hopelessness, all of
that stuff.” She said people sometimes
ask her “‘this was so long ago, why can’t
you just get over it.’ This is why you
cannot just get over it. Until you heal
that cultural DNA, it is going to con-
tinue to perpetuate.”

Despite Jesus’ admonition to forgive
one’s enemies, “we’re not just going to
go out and forgive history that was
genocidal,” Crist said. “we are called to
recognize the pain of the past,” she
said, citing the truth and reconciliation
commissions in South Africa as an
example of a path to healing. “Every-
body was injured in it, not just the
native people. The colonizers were
injured in this as well. And why is that?
well from the native perspective it’s
because harmony was disrupted
among God’s people.”

Bishops in Ghana
Endorse Anti-Gay Bill
By Kirk Petersen

The House of Bishops of the Anglican
Church in Ghana has endorsed the
passage of a proposed law that would
subject anyone who self-identifies as
LGBTQ to a prison term of up to five
years, according to reports in the
Ghanaian news media.

“Advocating for LGBQ+ rights
would also be illegal under the bill,
with activists facing [between] five and
10 years of jail sentences,” the reports
said. The penalties for self-identifica-
tion and advocacy are as strong or
stronger than the five years prescribed
for consensual same-sex physical acts.

The Ghana News Agency reported
that a statement advocating for the bill
was signed by the Most Rev. Dr. Cyril
Kobina Ben-Smith, metropolitan arch-
bishop of the Internal Province of
Ghana, which is part of the Anglican

Province of west Africa.
“The support of the church for the

Anti-LGBTQI Bill is borne out of the
belief that the practice is unbiblical and
ungodly,” the statement said. “we see
LGBTQI as unrighteousness in the
sight of God and therefore will do any-
thing within our powers and mandate
to ensure that the bill comes into
fruition.”

“Leviticus 20:13 clearly declares that,
a male lying with a fellow male is an
abomination and punishable by death,”
the statement said.

Despite calling for criminal penal-
ties for LGBTQ identification and
advocacy, “the church does not con-
demn persons of homosexuality ten-
dencies but absolutely condemn the
sinful acts and activities they perform,”
the statement said, adding that LGBTQ
supporters should not be harassed or
subjected to violence, “but rather, see
them as potential souls to be won for
Christ.”

“we will gladly open our counselling
and support centres for the needed
transformation services required by
these persons or groups,” the statement
said.
The Telegraph of London reported

that, according to some critics, the pro-
posed law “could be the most dra-
conian anti-LGBTQ legislation on
earth.”

Several days after the news broke,
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
welby issued a statement reminding
the Anglican Church in Ghana that the
primates of the Anglican Communion
have repeatedly opposed criminaliza-
tion of LGBTQ people. 

“we are a global family of churches,
but the mission of the church is the
same in every culture and country: to
demonstrate, through its actions and
words, God’s offer of unconditional
love to every human being through
Jesus Christ,” he said.

Bishops Roundup
By Kirk Petersen

Five weeks after the Rt. Rev. Prince Singh
announced he would step down as
Bishop of Rochester, he has been nomi-

news | november 14, 2021

(Continued from previous page)
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nated as the sole candidate for bishop
provisional for the dioceses of Eastern
Michigan and Western Michigan.

The two Michigan dioceses will hold
an up-or-down vote on the nomina-

tion at a joint annual con-
vention October 29-30, and
if approved Singh would
move to Michigan in Feb-
ruary 2022. His last day
leading the Diocese of
Rochester will be February
2, the 14th anniversary of

his election as bishop.
Also on October 30, the annual con-

vention of the Diocese of Rochester
will vote on ratifying the nomination
of the Rt. Rev. Stephen T. Lane to serve
as bishop provisional upon Singh’s
departure. Lane retired as Bishop of
Maine in 2019. The Standing Com-
mittee announced Lane’s nomination
on October 5, less than three weeks
after Singh announced he would leave.

while it may seem like changes are
happening at breakneck speed (by
diocesan standards), the timeline actu-
ally is a bit more sedate than it may
appear. Singh said he had been in dis-
cussions for some time with the
Standing Committee about his plans
to retire, before making a public
announcement September 16.

And at the time he was elected
Bishop of Maine, Lane was serving as
canon for deployment and ministry
development for the Diocese of
Rochester, making him a familiar can-
didate for bishop provisional.

Still, time has been fleeting. “I didn’t
expect that something like this would
come up so quickly, but it did,” Singh
told TLC by telephone, referring to the
Michigan opportunity. “And so I trust
in the Spirit, and I trust in the guidance
and leadership of our presiding bishop
and his staff, so I said I would be open
to it. So here we are.”

The dioceses of western Michigan
and Eastern Michigan agreed to share
a bishop and other staff in 2019, an
arrangement that could lead to a
reunion. western Michigan was spun
off from the Diocese of Michigan in
1874, and Eastern Michigan was cre-
ated in 1994. The Rt. Rev. whayne
Hoagland was serving both dioceses
when he was suspended in June 2020

after admitting to an extramarital
affair. He resigned in June 2021 as he
neared the end of his suspension.

The Standing Committee said that
while the two dioceses continue dis-
cerning their future, “Bishop Singh
would serve both Eastern and western
Michigan on a full-time basis for a
period of up to 3-5 years.” A bishop
provisional has all the authority and
privileges of a bishop diocesan, but
does not have tenure.

There are four dioceses in the state
of Michigan. The others are Northern
Michigan, which serves the geograph-
ically isolated Upper Peninsula, and
Michigan, which serves Detroit and
nearby counties.

It has been an eventful year for
Singh, who in May escaped uninjured
when a fire destroyed his home in sub-
urban Perinton, New York.

“It happened so quickly, I was inside
the house, on a Zoom call, and heard
some crackling noise, so I went to
check,” Singh said. “I realized it was
coming from the garage, and when I
opened the garage door, it was already
fully enflamed.” He added, “the insur-
ance company suspects that it was a
lithium battery that self-combusted.”

Singh left the house carrying only
his cell phone, his laptop, and his
guitar, which had been sitting next to
the front door.

“All my vestments were destroyed,
including my crozier,” he said. “The
presiding bishop sent me his spare
vestments that week, I was so moved.”

Ironically, the Sunday after the fire
was Pentecost — when tongues of fire
appeared above the heads of the disci-
ples. “I didn’t have to preach, I just had
to show up,” he said with a laugh.

Upper South Carolina
The Very Rev. Daniel P.
Richards was elected the
IX Bishop of Upper South
Carolina at a special con-
vention on September 25,
the diocese announced.
Richards, an Arizona
priest and former Baptist
minister, was elected on
the fifth ballot from a
slate of five candidates.

The bishop-elect cur-
rently serves as rector of
Christ Church of the Ascension in Par-
adise Valley, Arizona, and as dean of
the East Phoenix Deanery of the Dio-
cese of Arizona, which encompasses
most of the state.

Richards grew up in Mississippi and
Tennessee before moving to Phoenix
with his family for his high school
years. He graduated from Grand
Canyon University in 1994, and in

(Continued on next page)
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1996 was ordained a minister in the
Southern Baptist Convention. He
promptly left the Baptist church to
become a youth and young adult coor-
dinator for the Diocese of Arizona, and
was confirmed as an Episcopalian in
1997. He graduated from the Church
Divinity School of the Pacific in
Berkeley, Calif., in 2003, and was
ordained that same year as a deacon
and later a priest.

The other candidates were:
The Rev. Furman L. Buchanan,

rector, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church,
Greenville, in the Diocese of Upper
South Carolina

The Rev. D. Seth Donald, rector, St.
Michael and All Angels Episcopal
Church, Lake Charles, in the Diocese
of western Louisiana

The Rev. Lonnie Lacy, rector, St.
Anne’s Episcopal Church, Tifton, in
the Diocese of Georgia

The Rev. R. Jemonde Taylor, rector,
St. Ambrose Episcopal Church,
Raleigh, in the Diocese of North Car-
olina

It was a rare all-male slate of candi-
dates, in an era when all-female slates
have become more common.

Assuming he receives the necessary
consents from a majority of diocesan
bishops and standing committees,
Richards will be consecrated Bishop of
Upper South Carolina on February 26,
2022. He will succeed the Rt. Rev. w.
Andrew waldo, who has served since
2010.

The Diocese of Upper South Car-

olina includes 59 churches with 22,000
members, and serves the northwest
half of the state, with the Diocese of
South Carolina serving the remainder.

Haiti Described
as ‘Failed State’
By Kirk Petersen

Executive Council members heard a
sobering assessment of the chaotic sit-
uation in Haiti, home to one of the
largest dioceses in the Episcopal
Church. “The church is functioning in
a civil society that many characterize as
a failed state,” said the Rt. Rev. Todd
Ousley, who oversees the church’s rela-
tionship with the Caribbean nation.

Director of Government Relations
Rebecca Blachly ticked off the recent
woes of the poorest country in the
western Hemisphere:

President Jovenel Moïse was assassi-
nated in July.

“There hadn’t been elections for
more than five years, there was a dis-
solved parliament,” she said. “The
Supreme Court no longer has a
quorum because several justices died
of COVID,” and justices cannot be
replaced without a parliament.

The government is headed by Prime
Minister Ariel Henry, “who many
believe is not in place through any con-
stitutional or legal process.”

The island has been hit by natural
disasters, including an earthquake and
tropical storm flooding.

The country has the lowest vaccina-
tion rate in the western Hemisphere

— yet recently had to return 250,000
doses to the United States, because of
distribution problems and vaccine
hesitancy.

“The security situation continues to
deteriorate, as we saw in the case of the
kidnapped missionaries [earlier this
month], there’s widespread gang vio-
lence, gang-controlled areas, and
increased numbers of kidnappings.”

There are shortages of food, gas, and
electricity, and the security situation
inhibits relief efforts.

Ousley said Haiti is “a proud diocese
with a rich history of very effective
ministry and engagement, not only on
the typical church issues, but in social
ministries, feeding and housing for the
poor, and perhaps most significantly,
provision of education at all levels
within the society.”

Unfortunately, the dysfunction in
society is echoed in the polity of the
church, where “there seem to be irrec-
oncilable conflicts between factions”
among both clergy and laity, Ousley
said. The diocese held an election for a
new bishop in June 2018, but the elec-
tion was voided after a church court
found irregularities that rendered the
election “deeply flawed.”

One bright spot he noted is the
Standing Committee, which has func-
tioned as the ecclesiastical authority.
“They are not always in agreement with
each other, but I have to say, by and
large they have done a remarkable job
of providing direction and leadership,”
Ousley said.

There’s very little that the council
can do to improve the situation in
Haiti, especially given the country’s
distrust of outsiders, the United States
in particular. “The Haitians are very
clear that they want Haitian solutions
to Haitian challenges,” Ousley said.
There is a coalition of groups in the
country called the Commission for a
Haitian Solution to the Crisis, and the
council passed a resolution expressing
support for the commission and
pledging to “stand alongside our
Haitian relatives in the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Haiti and throughout The Epis-
copal Church, pray with them, and aim
to listen and better engage our Haitian
relatives to ensure that the Church and
people can flourish.”

news | november 14, 2021
(Continued from previous page)
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contrition for the selfishness he had
long embodied. This once respectable
and wealthy man spent the next 10
years wandering as a holy fool in his
hometown among people who had
once known him as a different per-
son. He received — perhaps from the
mockeries of children — the name
Jacopone, meaning Big Jim or Crazy
Jim, in place of his original name,
Jacopo. 

Around 1278 Jacopone sought
admission to the new and growing
Franciscan order. Francis had been
active in nearby Assisi until his death in
1226. Severe tensions subsequently
arose among his followers about the
practice of poverty. The Spirituals
insisted on rigorous adherence to the
founder’s absolute insistence on poverty,
while the Conventuals supported a mit-
igation of this original emphasis for the
sake of effective mission.

Jacopone belonged to the Spirituals.
He became a leader in the movement.
Despite his education, he never sought

‘Big Jim’
Franciscan mystic
and Italian poet
Jacopone da Todi
By Charles Hoffacker

Born Jacopo Benedetti and known
by several variants of his name,
Jacopone da Todi (c.1230-1306)

is well remembered in his Italian
homeland, especially in the Umbrian
city of Todi, where he spent almost all
of his life. He is little known in the Eng-
lish-speaking world except through a
trio of major works. The first is Evelyn
Underhill’s groundbreaking spiritual
biography, Jacopone da Todi (1919).
The other two were published 60 years
later: The Fool of God: Jacopone da Todi
(1980) by George T. Peck and Jacopone
da Todi: The Lauds (1982) translated by
Serge and Elizabeth Hughes, a volume
in the Classics of western Spirituality
series. All three books include biogra-
phical and historical information and
translations of at least some of Jaco-
pone’s nearly 100 lauds. This body of
vernacular poetry illustrated many
moments in the spiritual journey and
contributed to the foundations of Ital-
ian theater.

Jacopone’s life is a drama in its own
right. A native of Todi and well-edu-
cated at a time when few people were,
he worked until his late 30s as a suc-
cessful and worldly notary, a profes-
sion far more wide-ranging and
lucrative than the title suggests today.
In 1268, shortly after their marriage,
his wife, Donna Vanna, died in an
accident, apparently the collapse of a
balcony. Some versions of this story
relate that only upon inspection of her
body before burial did he discover that
under her beautiful gown she wore the
rough hair shirt of a penitent. 

The death of Donna Vanna
prompted Jacopone’s radical conver-
sion from indulgence to a life of deep
penitence. The old Jacopone was bro-
ken not simply by grief, but also by

(Continued on page 25)
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By Neva Rae Fox

Along-established relationship
continues to thrive between a
Lincoln, Nebraska, Episcopal

parish and a non-Christian minority
community that has faced worldwide
discrimination and genocide. 

The Yazidis are an ancient commu-
nity originally from the Middle
Eastern area of Iraq, Iran, Syria, and
Tukey. The Yazidis are Kurdish, not
Muslim, which has been a source of

confusion and derision for centuries.
In August 2014, the Yazidi faced geno-
cide by ISIS, with a reported 7,000-plus
men, women, and children killed. As a
result of this terror, thousands fled the
Middle East to start their lives in exile,
including to the United States.

At 97 square miles, Lincoln  is a
sprawling state capital boasting a uni-
versity, museums, and a well-known
children’s zoo. with a population of
about 284,000 people, Lincoln has
become home to the largest Yazidi

community in North America, which,
at 3,000, is still growing. 
The Living Church has reported on

the relationship between St. Matthew’s
and the Yazidi, most recently in a 2017
article.

St. Matthew’s ministry and relation-
ship with the Yazidi community began
in 2015 when parishioners were chal-
lenged to help their new neighbors. 

“we started with a meal,” parish-
ioner Linda Rabbe said. That first
simple connection grew to meetings,

Nebraska Parish, Yazidi Thrive in Long-Term Relationship

The Grandma
Program

Geoff Strehlow illustration from snapshot
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educational opportunities (such as
English as a Second Language), and
community events.

“we had the space,” parishioner Dick
Quinn said. “we had classrooms for
individual groups. It became better than
education — it became social and fun.”

An important program evolved,
named the Grandma Program. “The
Grandma Program drew Yazidi
women together to learn the language,
reading and literacy, and especially
learning to drive,” said the Rev.
Amanda Gott, rector. “The other cur-
riculum that couldn’t be written down
is the building of community: eat
together, be together, get out of the
apartment, laugh together.”

Quinn said Lincoln’s sprawling geog-
raphy kept Yazidi women from seeing
each other regularly. “They didn’t live
in the same part of the city, so what
they had in common was St. Mathew’s.”

St. Matthew’s recently continued its
longstanding support of Yazidi with a
$2,3000 donation devoted to improve-
ments to their cemetery. 

“when the Grandma Project
started, St. Matthew’s received a gen-
erous grant from Diocese of Nebraska,”
Gott said. “when the pandemic came
and the Grandma Project came to a
crashing halt, we had some funds. we
wanted to honor the intent of the gifts
to support and love the Yazidi com-
munity.”

Establishing a cemetery was not
easy, Gott said. “The cemetery is out-
side Lincoln city limits. It is a rural area
and a conservative area. There was
resistance.”

“It’s a really big deal that there is a
Yazidi cemetery in Lincoln,” she said.
“Lincoln has the largest Yazidi com-
munity in North America. It is meant
to be a Yazidi cemetery for all Yazidi

folks in this country and Canada.
Having a cemetery means that you can
bury your family with your own
prayers, your own traditions, customs,
and rites.”

The funds enhanced the cemetery
with trees and flowering bushes.

“we are thankful to be a part of it,”
Quinn said.

Despite the close connections the
two communities share, Rabbe and
Gott stressed that proselytizing was
never part of St. Matthew’s efforts. 

“we were very clear that we were not
there to convent them,” Gott said. “The
Yazidi tradition predates Jesus Christ.
It is beautiful, ancient, noble, rich, and
meaningful. It is not our place to con-
vert them. That would be a breach of
trust.”

Rabbe said, “we didn’t want them to
make feel that they had to join the
Christian community.”

COVID-19 has prevented the
Grandma Project and other ministries
from gathering, but that has not
diminished the relationship.

“There has been a pandemic, and
nobody knows what is going to
happen,” Gott said. “we want to do
what is good for our Yazidi friends, and
not just what makes us feel good.”

In the meantime, the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Nebraska’s Annual Council pro-
vided more support on October 21.
“Bishop J. Scott Barker decided and
announced that the offertory from the
Festive Eucharist would be donated to
the nonprofit organization in Lincoln
that stewards the Yazidi cemetery, for
continuing improvements and main-
tenance of the cemetery property,” Gott
reported. “People at council were
extremely generous — the offering was
over $1,800, and a check has been sent
for the Yazidi cemetery.” o

“we want to do what is good for our Yazidi
friends, and not just what makes us feel good.”

—  The Rev. Amanda Gott



De terra veritas

Back in June, billionaire investor
warren Buffett announced that
he was resigning as a trustee of

the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion. Buffett, who is 90, gave no partic-
ular reason for his decision, and said
he will continue his substantial contri-
butions to the foundation’s work. But
the announcement came about a
month after the Gateses announced
their pending divorce and revelations
surfaced about Bill Gates’s sexual
harassment of a member of his staff.

Trustees resign from foundations all
the time, but the Gates Foundation,
which holds $49.8 billion in assets (a
number higher than the GDP of
around 125 of the world’s nations), has
had only three trustees for years: Buf-
fett and the two now-divorcing
Gateses. Bill and Melinda subsequently
announced plans for negotiating lead-
ership of the foundation during the
next two years, and for adding addi-
tional independent trustees to the
board.

The Gates Foundation has done an
astounding level of good since being
launched in 2000. Bill Gates is the
world’s most generous philanthropist,
hands down; by the age of 44, he had
given away four times as much, in real
terms, as John D. Rockefeller did in his
entire life. Programs supported by the
foundation’s grants have made major
strides in eradicating polio and
malaria, enhancing crop productivity,
and developing non-sewered sanita-
tion systems, among many ambitious
projects. 

But the foundation has also made
some major missteps, especially in its
quickly abandoned effort to overhaul
public education in several of
America’s most troubled cities. The
Gates #metoo-type scandal raises
another series of questions about repu-
tation whitewashing, and even the pos-
sibility that the foundation’s largesse,
like that of the opioid-crisis plagued

Sacklers, could be viewed as tainted
money. 

As Paul Vallely documents exten-
sively in his massive and magisterial
Philanthropy from Aristotle to Zucker-
berg, the successes and liabilities of the
Gates Foundation’s work are character-
istic of the “philanthrocapitalists” who
play an outsized role in contemporary
philanthropy, as the ranks of the super-
rich have grown worldwide. The Gates
Foundation searches for interventions
that effectively address high-profile
humanitarian issues, like malaria or
poor sanitation. It pours massive
amounts of money into the interven-
tions, and then scales up the response
using best practices from the business
world. It doesn’t just seek to help polio
sufferers, but to eliminate polio — and
programs supported by its work have
cut worldwide case rates by 99.9 per-
cent in the last 30 years. 

Some criticize the foundation’s pen-
chant for quick, measurable, tech-
driven interventions over systemic
problems. It funded, for example, an
Indian vaccine campaign that used two
million staff administering 170 million
polio shots to Indian children in two
days, but largely ignored needs for
healthcare infrastructure and solutions
to chronic diseases. The foundation’s
agricultural solution for Africa focuses
on genetically modified seeds and syn-
thetic fertilizers, forcing subsistence
farmers into western-style cultivation
while ignoring a global trade regime
that makes it more difficult for poorer
countries to compete. 

Others worry about the dispropor-
tional influence wielded by the foun-
dation in the areas where it chooses to
intervene, and that a tendency toward
groupthink and hidden decision-
making stifles the exchange of views
that could ultimately result in more
effective solutions. A top civil servant
responsible for an East African
country’s health ministry, when asked

what his country’s health priorities
would be in five years’ time, reportedly
said, “Don’t ask me, ask Bill Gates.”

Vallely points out that, while the
scale of Bill Gates’s philanthropy may
be groundbreaking, his approach is
characteristic of one of the west’s
oldest strains of thought about giving.
The ancient Greeks and Romans were
impressed by lavish gift giving and
lifted up constructing public buildings
and sponsoring festivals as a sign of
civic-mindedness and an opportunity
for the giver to gain honor for himself.
The ancient pagans, with a few excep-

tions, found the poor revolting, hardly
worthy of gift giving, and the bread
and circuses doled out strategically by
the state were mostly a means of social
control.

A different tradition emerged out of
Judaism, with its emphasis on God’s
generosity and the creation of all in his
image. Israel’s laws sought to secure
their dignity and those who could give
were obliged to do so, for the good of
their own souls and the unity of God’s
people. A complex set of social institu-
tions aimed at relieving the most vul-
nerable grew up in Jewish communi-
ties in the centuries just before Christ,
as did the notion of redemptive alms-
giving: that giving for the poor atones
for sin and secures God’s favor, a con-
cept assumed by Jesus’ teaching on the
subject in the Sermon on the Mount. 

The Soul of Philanthropy
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A different tradition
emerged out of Judaism,
with its emphasis on
God’s generosity and the
creation of all in his image.



The early Christians were formed by
this Jewish tradition, eventually bro-
kering a modus vivendi between the
Church and the earlier pagan ways as
the Church became the west’s most
socially formative institution. The bene-
factions that had once built hippo-
dromes and sponsored tragedies now
financed parish churches, monasteries,
and a complex system of charitable
institutions, focused mostly on the
poor, who were valued as God’s special
friends, powerful in their intercession. 

Most westerners, Vallely points out,
understand this medieval social system
through Protestant polemics about
buying salvation and Enlightenment
worries over haphazard organization.
Most modern western philanthropists
have kept the Christian emphasis on
caring for the poor, but see them more
as problems to be solved than as fellow
sufferers.

Most have also wanted to keep an old
Roman grip on the causes for which
their money is spent, and to earn a name
in the civic record for themselves. Amer-
icans especially seem to think that phi-
lanthropists can solve problems, tied up
in the myths they tell about their rise to
success. Andrew Carnegie, the union-
busting industrialist turned philanthro-
pist whom Gates claims as his personal
hero, built thousands of libraries to help
enterprising poor boys study their way
to the top. But Carnegie was a social

Darwinist with a pagan contempt for the
indigent, and a disinclination to support
religious colleges until they severed
church ties. Gates, the garage tinkerer
turned business whiz, is characteristi-
cally sure that more research and care-
fully calibrated delivery systems will
answer our greatest problems. If it
worked for him, why wouldn’t it work
for everything else?

Vallely believes that the cure for
much of what ails contemporary phi-
lanthropy is a recovery of the demo-
cratic, humble approach of the Judeo-
Christian tradition, transposed into a
secular idiom. He lifts up person-to-
person crowdfunding (which saw a big
boost during the pandemic) and recip-
rocal philanthropy projects that
emphasize open dialogue with those
who receive assistance and carefully
monitor long-term effects. He even-
handedly notes that Bill Gates, under
Melinda’s influence, has become much
more ready to listen and to change
course in recent years, though the
pending divorce may make this less
likely in the future. 

An epilogue charts some possible
ways that the pandemic might shift phi-
lanthropy. writing a few months into
the crisis, Vallely was hopeful about a
rekindled sense of social solidarity, and
anticipated a reckoning with the abuse
of social power that drove much of
2020’s racial justice movement. 

He also grimly notes that another
worldwide pandemic, the Black Death,
decisively altered western philan-
thropy, in ways that hardly bred recon-
ciliation in the wake of shared suf-
fering. The Black Death effectively
shattered western Christendom’s
infrastructure for dealing with the sick
and suffering. Though some were
moved to repent and return to the
Lord, a secular spirit prevailed. 

The plague’s high death toll led to
dramatic increases in wages, and a
much greater suspicion of the poor, a
scorn of begging, and the development
of complex systems to prove their wor-
thiness and set them marching out of
public assistance. The medieval love
for God’s little poor ones had grown
cold long before it was subjected to
Protestant critique. 

In the wake of the Great Resigna-
tion, with nearly constant grumbling
about the difficulty of finding low-
wage workers, we may well be heading
in exactly the wrong direction. If reces-
sion still lies ahead, will the poor be
blamed yet again? This moment pleads
for deeper attention to what Vallely
calls “the soul of philanthropy.” Chris-
tian witness, drawing from the deep
wells of biblical teaching, can play a
timely and dynamic role in the current
crisis, blessing the poor and recon-
ciling humanity anew. 

—Mark Michael
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The Black Death

watercolor by Monro S. Orr

via wikimedia Commons
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having a Facebook profile is basically a
death wish. 

As much as we might bemoan these
corporate behemoths, we tend to accept
their presence as the natural outcome of
free enterprise. Businesses are supposed
to grow, right? Isn’t that the point? If
you’ve ever watched Shark Tank, you’re
familiar with the basic pattern: John and
Jane Entrepreneur invent a product that
meets a perceived need. “Need” is
simply defined by whether people will

pay money for the product, whether that
product is something like Pet Paint
(spray paint that allows you to turn your
pet into a work of art) or DrumPants
(you guessed it: a pair of pants that can
be played like drums). Their market
research reveals that customers are
willing to pay up to a certain price for
this product. They manufacture the
product in small numbers, and sales
indicate there is larger demand. 

To meet this demand, the Entrepre-
neurs need help. One or more investors
(the “sharks”) offer to loan money to the
Entrepreneurs, usually in return for a
share of company ownership. what
matters most is that the company’s con-
cept is scalable. Sure, some sharks will
only invest in products they personally
“believe” in, but this is never a sufficient
condition in itself. On Shark Tank, busi-
nesses exist to generate wealth, and gen-
erating wealth requires increasing pro-
duction and increasing profits. 

Most of us assume that this is just
what business is. while circumstances

By Stewart Clem

Remember when Amazon was an
online bookstore? You can still
buy books on Amazon, of course,

because you can buy just about every-
thing there. But what was once simply a
place where you could save a few dollars
off the retail price of the latest John
Grisham novel has now become a ubiq-
uitous fixture of life in America.
Amazon doesn’t just sell us stuff—it has
woven itself into our home life with its
artificial intelligence (personified as
“Alexa,” named after the library in
Alexandria, the most comprehensive
and magnificent in the ancient world),
and it fills our roadways with its fleet of
delivery vehicles. If Amazon has its way,
it will soon be filling our skies with
delivery drones and roaming
throughout our homes with its robots
(currently named “Vesta,” after the
ancient Roman goddess of the hearth—
notice a theme here?). It’s difficult, if not
impossible, to imagine life in the 21st
century without Amazon.

And then there’s Facebook. Like
Amazon, Facebook is technically a pri-
vate business. Sure, it’s a publicly traded
company, but it’s not a public utility or a
government service. But this doesn’t
stop people from decrying Facebook’s
practices of censoring and manipu-
lating information. why? Maybe it’s
because about one-third of Americans
get their news from Facebook. If Face-
book can decide what you read and how
it’s shared, the net effect isn’t all that dif-
ferent from government censorship.
Facebook is so ubiquitous that those
who choose not to engage it must “opt
out.” In today’s society, not having a
Facebook profile is almost an act of
rebellion. If you’re a business, not

have changed throughout the centuries,
and technological advances have opened
new horizons for commerce, we take for
granted that this is the way the economy
has always worked. But this assumption
reveals our historical amnesia. For
starters, the fact that we think of the
market as the essence of the economy is
a modern innovation. we need eco-
nomic historians like Karl Polanyi to
remind us that the economy was not
always controlled by markets. whereas
today we tend to think of the economy
as exchanges within the market, Polanyi
demonstrates in his classic work, The
Great Transformation, that “gain and
profit made on exchange never before
played an important part of human
economy.” Every society possesses an
economy of some sort, but oikonomia
(the Greek word from which the English
economy is derived) simply used to refer
to the way in which a society strives to
meet the material needs of its members. 

As G.K. Chesterton reminds us, “In
all normal civilizations the trader existed
and must exist. But in all normal civi-
lizations the trader was the exception;
certainly he was never the rule; and
most certainly he was never the ruler.
The predominance which he has gained
in the modern world is the cause of all
the disasters of the modern world.” 

Our lack of historical awareness is
also tied to our inability to imagine the
economy as anything other than it is
today. when Americans debate eco-
nomic issues, we find ourselves trapped
in the binary of “the free market” versus
“state intervention.” One side points to
the tendency of unrestricted markets to
increase countries’ GDP; the other side
points to the tendency of welfare states
to increase the overall well-being of their
citizens. whether we realize it or not,

what’s wrong with Big Business?

ETHICS



this binary reveals our commitment to
the creeds of neoliberalism. The market
and the government are two discrete,
powerful entities, rather like King Kong
and Godzilla. If you’re a right-leaning
neoliberal, you hope these two beasts
will never come near each other; if
you’re a left-leaning neoliberal, you hope
one will be able to subdue the other. 

But what we never do is question
whether we have let the market become
something it should never have become:
a beast. 

what is the proper size of a market?
The question sounds absurd. Surely
whoever asks such a question must not
understand basic economic principles.
we think this because we are moderns.
The ancients would have considered it
foolish not to ask such questions. Aris-
totle once wrote that there is a “due
measure of magnitude” for things,
ranging from animals, plants, and tools
to city-states, and when one of these
things is too small or too large, it will be
defective and in some cases will lose its
true nature. 

Channeling Aristotle, the economist
E.F. Schumacher insisted that the ques-
tion of the proper scale of things is “the
most neglected subject in modern
society.” His best known book, Small Is
Beautiful: A Study of Economics as if
People Mattered, first published in 1973,
is frequently dismissed today as nos-
talgic and naive. It’s unfortunate that
people only associate his work with
1960s counterculture, the Green Party,
the Whole Earth Catalog, and other
movements whose cultural moment has
passed. The roots of Schumacher’s eco-
nomic philosophy are deeply Catholic,
and I think a rediscovery of his work is
in order. At the very least, it might lead
us to ask the kinds of questions that we
didn’t even know we could ask about the
economy and its role in our lives. 

The problem with the outsize role of
the market in our lives is not simply that
it leads to exploitation, unjust wages,
environmental degradation, or mass-
produced goods of poor quality. These
are serious problems, but in another
sense they’re red herrings. Advocates of
the market economy will propose solu-
tions to these isolated problems and
point to large corporations that are
doing far better than others on each of

these scores. Their left-leaning critics
will advocate for increasing the min-
imum wage and promoting corporate
social responsibility. And thus begins
another King Kong vs. Godzilla debate. 

The problem with big business is not
reducible to the harmful side effects it
has brought about. The problem with
big business is its very ubiquity.

when the market is accepted as the
essence of oikonomia, trade becomes the
heart of society. “when God looked on

created things and saw that they were
good,” Chesterton explains, “it meant
that they were good in themselves and as
they stood; but by the modern mercan-
tile idea, God would only have looked at
them and seen that they were The
Goods.” when we abandon the question
“what is the proper place of the market
in human society?” we cease to reflect
on the order of creation. we assume that
the market economy is what naturally
emerges when human beings freely and
rationally interact with one another in
society. 

As I’ve already suggested, this claim
rests on a false historical narrative. It also
rests on an anthropology that is incom-
patible with Christianity. Before you dis-
miss this as mere hyperbole from an
overzealous moral theologian, consider
the words of one of the foremost cham-
pions of free-market economics, Ludwig
von Mises: “A living Christianity cannot
exist side by side with, and within, Cap-
italism.” Mises claims that the teachings
of Jesus demonstrate a failure to under-
stand that people cooperate socially
“because this best serves their own inter-
ests. Neither love nor charity nor any
other sympathetic sentiment but rightly
understood selfishness is what originally

impelled man to adjust himself to the
requirements of society.” This Enlight-
enment anthropology insists that
human flourishing consists in maxi-
mizing individual interests (whatever
they happen to be) rather than an end
that is inscribed in the very nature of
humanity. 

For economists like Mises, human
society and the market are coterminous.
Yet, as Christians, we must acknowledge
that something has gone horribly wrong
when questions like “what is the proper
size of the market?” or “when is a busi-
ness too big?” are no longer intelligible.
A business is too big when it becomes
something more than a “business.” In
other words, when it becomes some-
thing that humans must serve rather
than something that serves human
society. This happens all too often in an
economy that has become synonymous
with the market. 

You’ll notice that I’ve come nowhere
close to proposing a solution to this
problem. The predicament I’ve
described is not one that lends itself to
five practical steps. we cannot retreat to
the past, as if we could undo the cre-
ation of the modern world, nor can we
create the false utopia of John Lennon’s
“Imagine,” where there are no posses-
sions. But this does not mean we must
accept the status quo.

what we must do is renew our minds.
Rather, we must ask God to renew our
minds. Because clearly we have failed to
imagine what a humane economy might
look like. To imagine such an economy
will require the metanoia spoken of in
the New Testament—a total conversion
of our thought patterns. Make no mis-
take: I am not suggesting that this is a
‘heart problem’ that will be solved when
individuals adopt the right mindset
toward material possessions. Neoliber-
alism refuses to be baptized. As the
people of God, we must ask the Spirit to
reveal to us how we can work together to
build a true oikonomia, an economy in
service to human beings who are created
in the image of God. 

The Rev. Dr. Stewart Clem is assistant
professor of moral theology and director
of the Ashley-O’Rourke Center for Health
Ministry Leadership at Aquinas Institute
of Theology, St. Louis.

we must ask God
to renew our minds.

Because clearly we have
failed to imagine what

a humane economy
might look like. 



16 THe LIVInG CHURCH • november 14, 2021

By Mike Patterson

As the year-end Christmas shop-
ping season gets into full swing,
Episcopal gift and book shops

across the country have stocked an
array of specialty gifts, locally hand-
made arts and crafts and books by
clergy and lay members.

“Bibles and prayer books are tradi-
tional Christmas gifts,” said Lucy
Chambers, manager of the Christ
Church Cathedral Book Store in
Houston and president of the Epis-
copal Booksellers Association. But
Episcopal shops carry a menagerie of
gifts and books that may be outside the
realm of those traditional gift items.

For example, if you’re interested in
introducing Fido to the Episcopal
Church, you can find dog leashes and
collars emblazoned with the Episcopal
insignia. “They fly out of here,” said

Cory Lites, manager of the Cathedral
Book Store in Atlanta.

The internet makes it possible for
shoppers to browse the cathedral’s
merchandise as well as other Episcopal
stores to their heart’s content, no
matter where they live. From the com-
fort of your home, you can hop from
shop to shop and coast to coast to find
unusual, unique, and creative gift
items, some with an Episcopal motif,
whether for the holidays or not, or
things that seem a little
wild, like the men’s Hal-
loween socks decorated
with tiny skeletons at
Trinity Church’s Trinity
Treasures in New Orleans.

Poking virtually through
the online shops, you can
also find face masks with
the Episcopal insignia, water bottles,
iPad cases, angel door knockers, silver
alligators, carved gourd ornament with
a Nativity scene inside, bud vases,
teddy bears, a Noah’s ark, towel sets,
pottery, candles, towels, notecards, nail
polish and stuffed unicorns.

Those shopping for Christmas and
holiday gifts and interested in patron-
izing Episcopal stores will find many
listed at the Episcopal Booksellers
Association’s website (episcopalbook-
sellers.org), a community of more than
50 Episcopal gift and booksellers. The
association maintains an interactive
map of member stores to make it easy
for shoppers to scan the virtual store
shelves via their websites.

what is apparent in ranging among
the shops is the diversity of books and
products offered that are special to
their area. For example, store managers
agree that some of their most popular
items are books by local authors as well
as products crafted by local artisans.

“we sell a whole variety of fair trade
and social enterprise products,” said

Kathryn Bissette, manager of St. John’s
Cathedral Bookstore and Gift Shop in
Jacksonville and executive director of
the Episcopal Booksellers Association.
“we also try to support local vendors,”
including Bee Hill Farms,
Drema Farmer Jewelry, and
The Oaken Bowl.

Lites said her shop finds
local jewelers and artisans
are popular with cus-
tomers. Among favorites is

jewelry crafted by
Andrea Barnett utilizing a
mix of vintage chains,
rosaries, and semi-precious
stones, and necklaces, ear-
rings, and bracelets by erin
gray (the artisan’s preferred
spelling), who uses pro-
ceeds to support cancer

organizations.
“we also carry a line of Gracewear

(jewelry). They do pretty well,” Lites
said. Another popular item are hand-
crafted dogwood crosses made by a
local Atlanta wood carver and Inter-
twined candles, handcrafted in Clark-
ston, Georgia, by refugee women.

Of course, books are always popular.
Store managers find titles by local
clergy and lay members are always in
demand.

In the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta,
Lites said books by Beth-Sarah wright
on depression, faith, the stigma of
mental health and the role of personal
storytelling plays in healing are pop-
ular.  She is married to Rt. Rev. Robert
C. wright, the Episcopal bishop of
Atlanta.

At St. John’s Cathedral bookstore,
the seven books by the Very Rev. Kate
Moorehead, dean of St. John’s Cathe-
dral, are among the top sellers, Bissette
said.

“The other book that has been our
top seller this year has been With Glad-

Episcopal Stores Offer Gifts, Books
Galore for the Holidays

Above: Shield of Faith by Gracewear Jewelry
Above, right: Intertwined candles, hand-
crafted by refugee women



november 14, 2021 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   17

ness: Answering God’s Call in Our
Everyday Lives by Christopher H.
Martin,” she added.

Like retail stores across the country,
the COVID-19 pandemic has hurt
Episcopal bookstores and gift shops. “I
think COVID definitely affected
everybody,” Chambers said.

However, the widespread availability
of the internet enabled many stores to
expand their reach and offset some
loses from in-store shopping.

“what we have found during
COVID is that we have had a sur-
prising number of people finding us,”
Bissette said, crediting Moorehead’s
morning devtions as “particularly
helpful in expanding the reach of the
Cathedral and the bookstore.”

St. John’s and other bookstores have
also joined the Bookshop.org network
as a way of offering an online pur-
chasing feature. “It’s a wonderful way
to have an online store,” she said. “It’s a
way you can support your local book-
store.”

And with the advent of internet
shopping, local authors once known
only locally or regionally have found a
wider audience.

Knowing that stores would not be
able to offer in-person speakers during
the pandemic, in October 2020 the
association launched a series of
monthly Zoom presentations featuring
prominent authors and providing par-
ticipants an opportunity to engage in
conversations with writers.

Kicking off the series was Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry discussing his
new book, Love Is the Way: Holding on
to Hope in Troubling Times. “That was
a wonderful one to start the program
with,” Bissette said.

Skeleton socks from New Orleans The Oaken Bowl in Atlanta

A bestseller in Jacksonville, Florida

Following Curry were other promi-
nent authors, including Marilynne
Robinson, James Martin, Anne
Lamott, and Kate Bowler.

“Anne Lamott was a big deal for us
to have,” Bissette said, adding that
Curry’s Love Is the Way “was a big
seller for us last year.”

with the internet, Lites said, “we’re
getting customers from all over the
country.”

It’s uncertain whether the author
series will continue after its concluding
speaker in December. “we’re trying of
thinking of what we can do next,”
Chambers said. “People are burned out
on Zoom.”

At St. Mark’s Bookstore in San
Antonio, manager Carla Pineda said
“we’re totally online right now,” but not
because of COVID. The in-person
shop was closed for remodeling. “we’re
waiting to move back into a new
space,” she said.

She said online shopping “turned
out to be a really nice bonus” and
enabled the store to “stay even
remotely in front of people’s faces.”

The store is now receiving inquiries
from across the country. 

She the store does do a good trade in
prayer books, hymnals, Advent and
Lent studies, children’s books, and “a
lot of good, solid spirituality books. we
tend to do a good bit of Celtic,” such as
books by John O’Donohue, Pineda
said.

Other local favorites are Wild
Woman: A Footnote, the Desert, and
My Quest for an Elusive Saint by Col-
orado author Amy Frykholm and
books by San Antonio author Mary C.
Earle, a retired Episcopal priest.

“we sell a lot of her books,” Pineda
said. “She has a much bigger following
than just local. She’s pretty well-known,
especially around Episcopal commu-
nities.” Pineda suggests that her book
of poetry, Did You Sing Your Song?, “is
a nice little gift book.”

Chambers said website traffic is
dropping as more people are vacci-
nated and returning to in-person shop-
ping. “Sales are definitely picking up,”
she said.

One advantage of in-person shop-
ping, she said, is that when shoppers
“come into an Episcopal bookstore, they

are looking for a curated selection.”
At Christ Church, for example,

Chambers said “we think about our
audience, not only our church but our
community.” She said she wants to be a
“resource and haven for anybody who
might walk through the doors, not just
church members.”

They even offer customers a cup of
tea “because book lovers tend to like
tea,” she said.

Being in the Southwest, Chambers
said they “have a lot of  crèches from
Mexico. we have access to lots of pretty
products from Mexico and things with
a Southwestern feeling.”

Pineda is looking forward to
reopening after her store’s remodeling.
The bookstore had a table at the
Diocesan Council in 2019 but was
unable to attend in 2020 when COVID
restrictions required a virtual council. 

To increase its visibility, “we hope to
return with a table in 2022,” she said.
So far, the in-person council is on. o
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By Neva Rae Fox

COVID-19 has hindered gather-
ings worldwide, but the people of
two newly constructed churches

in Bangladesh have celebrated their
openings in great style.

At 56,000 square miles and a popula-
tion of more than 133 million,
Bangladesh is nestled between India and
Myanmar, with the Bay of Bengal to the
south. Formerly part of Pakistan, in
1971 East Pakistan became Bangladesh.

A member of the worldwide
Anglican Communion, the Church of
Bangladesh is one of the United
Churches, formed by a union of Angli-
cans with Christians of other traditions.
The church maintains 115 congrega-
tions in three dioceses with more than
22,000 members.

The pandemic has overwhelmed
Bangladesh, with a reported 1.56 mil-
lion COVID-19 cases.

“The average daily death toll of the
Corona Delta Pandemic is 200,” said the
Most Rev. Samuel S. Mankhin, moder-
ator and primate of the Church of
Bangladesh. “Right now, Bangladesh has
been horrendously, viciously, unprece-
dentedly devastated.”

“All of Bangladesh is affected by
Coronavirus,” said the Rev. John Prob-
hudan Hira, provincial secretary. “City
areas have some hospital and medical
facilities. But rural areas need to come to
cities for medical care.”

Hira said schools, colleges, and
churches that closed for 17 months are
slowly coming back. Online worship
was available, but “even with COVD-19
many people come here to church, but
kept rules — masks.”

Thanks to recent United Thank
Offering (UTO) grants, two churches
had reason to celebrate. The churches
were constructed in part because of a
2020 UTO Grant of $80,000. 

The UTO website said the funds were
earmarked for “two new and needed
churches: To contribute to create wor-
ship and education space for vibrant
communities living in Christ, pro-
moting a complete code of life for the

Two New Churches Celebrated in Bangladesh 

underprivileged ethnic community at
Sridampara (Tangail district) and East-
baromari (Netrokona District), the cen-
ters of biblical and faith-based life for
newer Christians.”

Before the church construction,
“People used to worship in tents,” Hira
said. But there was a determination to
have a church building. “They have the
mind to have the church. They give the
land. But they don’t have money. They

are not financially well. People give
labor.”

The land for the church was donated
by the parish secretary and congregants.

Hira reported that the May 16 opening
of St. John’s, Sridampara, was “a big cele-
bration,” with more than 600 in the pro-
cession, attended by the primate, other
bishops, 16 clergy, and religious leaders
from villages throughout the region.

“In the midst of COVID, we cele-

The May 16 opening of St. John’s, Sridampara, was “a big celebration,” with more than 600 in procession.
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“They realize the value of relationships.
we need to pray for them,” Carson said.

“God has opened the door and
brought the blessing to the people in that
area,” Hira said. “Great partnership for
our church. Immense joy all over
Bangladesh and not only that area.” o

brated,” said the Rev. Canon Bruce
woodcock, the Episcopal Church’s Asia
and Pacific partnership officer, noting
the great fanfare, many people, abun-
dant music, and ecumenical prayers and
blessings.

Hira addressed the effect of the UTO
contribution to the church and to the
people: “St. John’s new church construc-
tion in Sridampara helped the ethnic
and tribal community who don’t have
much family. The church, it brings life
and light to the area. It gives new spirit to
that area. St. John’s gives immense joy to
the community. The church is for wor-
ship, for sharing, for learning.”

Coming next is a school for all ages
and for lay leadership to include Bible
study and Sunday school.

“when there was no church, there was
no formal church community, there was
no lay leader, no women’s committee, no
youth committee. Now we have leader-
ship in the churches. Many people are
coming and helping,” Hira said.

“The church builds up spiritual lead-
ership. It gives vibration and vitality in
that church.”

The second church, St. Andrew’s in
the village of Purbo Baromari, opened
October 3 with another grand celebra-
tion. “we were celebrating life,” Hira
said. “The people were celebrating life.”

The Rev. Dr. Caroline Carson, rector
of Holy Innocents’ in Beach Haven, N.J.,
has traveled and offered UTO grant
development help in Bangladesh. She
echoed the joy of the Bangladesh people.

“The church is increasing their care of
creation,” Carson said. “They also
believe in helping their neighbors. My
hope is that they will gain confidence
and growth in their ministry of pres-
ence.”

while there is celebration in the
churches, COVID-19 still permeates the
Bangladesh society.

“I request you all to remember
Bangladesh in your prayers, please,”
Mankhin said.

St. John’s new church construction in Sridampara helped the ethnic and tribal community who don’t have much family.
St. John’s gives immense joy to the community. The church is for worship, for sharing, for learning.
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Going Back to the Beginning
Review by Neal Michell

This is not just another book on
stewardship. It has an easy
reading style that is essentially

an introduction to stewardship. It  pro-
vides both a biblical understanding of
stewardship and a framework for
understanding how to preach and
teach stewardship in a holistic way. It
enables developing discipleship among
the congregation rather than simply
trying to convince church members to
give more money to the church.

The overall message is that biblical
stewardship is about restoring God’s
original order in creation and that
forming parishioners with a biblical
understanding of stewardship in the
local parish is larger than just finding
the best stewardship program that
works. 

The authors use Simon Sinek’s Start
with Why: How Great Leaders Inspire
Everyone to Take Action as their frame-
work. A healthy and biblical under-
standing will start with why and then
move to how and what. The authors
contend (and rightly so, I believe) that

of everyday parish life and the real dif-
ficulty of changing a church’s culture,
but they also give suggestions about
how to change the culture of the
church. Many churches, they aver, live
in a culture of scarcity that “will render
innovation in ministry impossible and
will make even survival a challenge.”
Change is brought about “by carefully
shepherding through teaching and lis-
tening and praying and teaching and
suggesting and teaching and praying.” 

This book provides the parish priest
with a foundational understanding of
stewardship in the local parish and in
the Bible. It is not so much about how
to run a stewardship campaign as how
to form  Christian disciples in stew-
ardship. 

The Very Rev. Dr. Neal Michell recently
retired as prebendary in the Diocese of
Dallas.

Stewardship
For the Care of Souls

By Nathan Meador and Heath R. Curtis
Lexham, pp. 115, $19.99

most churches that engage in steward-
ship really start with what rather than
why.

Curtis arrived at his first church and
within four months was welcomed by
the local banker, who informed him
that the bank was canceling the
church’s line of credit, which it had
grown to depend on for cash flow. The
church’s problems were deeper than
cash flow. The church’s revenues were
40 percent under budget. 

“I saw a financial problem and
started to think in terms of a financial
answer,” Curtis writes. “This financial
crisis was not the ultimate crisis; it was
a symptom. The issue was theological
and pastoral, and the solution was
‘confidence in Christ and godly living.’” 

The why of stewardship does not
start with the church’s individual
vision. Rather, it starts at creation in
the book of Genesis. The why of stew-
ardship is that we were created in the
image of God and called to be stewards
over his creation. when humanity fell
into sin, we disrupted God’s order of
creation, but through the death of
Jesus, God is restoring and equipping
us to steward the good order of cre-
ation. 

The authors assert that teaching and
preaching on stewardship should be a
process and not an event that the
church does one month of the year.
They call for an intentional plan of
aligning stewardship throughout the
whole parish. This requires more than
simply running this year’s stewardship
program. The book provides several
suggestions for how to preach and
teach stewardship in an intentional
way. This is why good stewardship
requires more planning of the leaders
than provided for by a typical steward-
ship program.

Chapter 4 deals with forming the
culture of the church. The authors
show their awareness of the challenges

The why of stewardship

is that we were created

in the image of God and

called to be stewards

over his creation.

BOOKS
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Useful Guides to Church Finances
Review by James w. Murphy

James Elrod’s Creating Financially Sus-
tainable Congregations and Mark
Elson’s We Aren’t Broke are filled with
useful guidance, and both pose provo-
cations as churches seek to be effec-
tive, sustainable, and relevant in the
post-COVID world. Both focus on the
importance of church leaders gaining
basic financial knowledge and insight.
And each warns about losing missional
focus through the misuse of the
church’s capital in all forms. Though
essentially complementary, Elsdon’s
additional focus on using church assets
to create new mission-focused sources
of income makes for especially com-
pelling reading.

Elrod writes that capital “is not just
cash and investment,” and it includes
“inventory, good will, buildings and
property.” Elrod’s book is a valuable
primer for church leaders on the basics
of church finances, reporting and
funds management. 

He offers important parameters for
measuring success and reframes con-
gregational financial practices in light
of what most nonprofit agencies now
embrace, due to the intense competi-
tion for gifts and easy availability of
online charitable comparisons. Elrod
challenges church leaders to continual
reflection on the missional effective-
ness of their work and how that mani-
fests through responsible financial
behavior. 

“Budgets matter in churches because
they articulate the immediate next
steps the church plans to take in pur-
suit of its ultimate goals,” Elrod writes.
He makes a strong case for how
avoiding deficits, building reserves,
and enhancing donor relationships all
empower a congregation’s mission.

Though not as extensively reviewed,
Elsdon clearly supports the same fidu-
ciary/accountability standards to build

mission is much more fruitful.”
Yet Elsdon’s expansive perspective

encourages churches to enhance their
reach by imitating many successful
nonprofits to create new sources of
income from mission-based initiatives.
He summons churches to take up both
“social enterprise … a venture seeking
social impact while also generating
revenue” and “redemptive entrepre-
neurship … a business model to
pursue social impact through the lens
of God’s work in the world.

“Let us put money back in its

Creating Financially 
Sustainable Congregations

by James L. Elrod Jr.
Church Publishing, pp.128, $14.95

we Aren’t Broke
Uncovering Hidden Resources 

for Mission and Ministry
By Mark Elsdon

Eerdmans, pp. 239, $18.99

trust and confidence among sup-
porters. “If we don’t attend to the busi-
ness of mission, our mission will not be
effective,” he writes. “If the business is
managed and run well, the real work of

rightful place, as a tool for us to control
and not a force exerting control over
us,” Elsdon writes. He asks church
leaders to consider using assets in a
truly mission-focused way through
“impact investing” and measuring per-
formance beyond simple financial
return. Elsdon promotes reclaiming an
ancient approach to resolving “wicked
problems” that persist, like drug addi-
tion, limited affordable housing, and
access to economic opportunity, by
addressing their root causes through
impact investing and alternative use of
property. 

Elsdon challenges complacent
denominations and congregations that
improving human lives is not only the
church’s goal but could also lead to new

(Continued on next page)
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Generosity in COVID-tide

sources of revenue to support its
broader mission, such as new housing
options, drug treatment centers,
affordable loans and other financial
tools that may be unavailable in a local
community. Though some impact
investments may provide lower-than-
market returns, Elsdon argues that the
opportunity to enhance societal
impact is quite substantial and neces-
sary. His re-envisioning of assets both
physical and financial creates new
opportunities to empower a new rele-
vant mission in the world, and he pro-
vides tools for evaluating current and
future ministries and funding sources. 

Elrod’s excellent guidance and
insights do not venture beyond the tra-
ditional model of funding church
budgets from philanthropy and
enhancing donor trust through trans-
parency and good financial manage-
ment. Elrod makes the important case
that individual giving will remain the
primary source of income for most
churches and that there is potential
risk from unrelated new ventures.
“Most churches will remain reliant on
household donations for the majority
of their revenues,” he writes. “In fact,
spending money and time trying to
develop alternative revenue sources
might send mixed signals about the
church’s mission.”

Elsdon also acknowledges that indi-
vidual giving may remain primary, and

discerning particular opportunities
that fit context and capacity remains a
challenge for numerous congregations.
Since coordination and collaboration
are lacking among many churches,
Elsdon wisely recommends that some
congregations and institutions could
invest when other congregations have
the transformational vision but lack
needed assets. 

Something not fully addressed by
Elsdon is the fiduciary restrictions for
investment of “true endowments,”
which may limit impact investing due to
liquidity and investment requirements.
However, many other funds could prove
eligible or new gifts might be raised to
support these exciting missional
endeavors to reinvigorate the church.

Clergy and lay leaders alike would
benefit from reading both books. So
many congregations remain far from the
standards of Elrod’s responsible vision,
and need to rise to that crucial level to
thrive in the new post-COVID reality.
Other congregations need to discern
how to recast their assets and be inspired
by Elsdon’s vision of a more engaged and
resilient church. Thankfully both
authors offer numerous examples and
useful discussion questions to help indi-
vidual congregations discern their next
steps as fitting their contexts.

James W. Murphy is managing program
director of stewardship and resources for
the Episcopal Church Foundation.

BOOKS

(Continued from previous page)

Review by S. Thomas Kincaid III

F inding Abundance in Scarcity:
Steps Towards Church Transfor-
mation will feel simultaneously

fresh and familiar to longtime readers
of Samuel wells, vicar of St. Martin-
in-the-Fields in London. For those
less familiar with his work, his writ-

ings in this volume, alongside those
essays he collects (all from clergy and
laity at St. Martin-in-the-Fields), will
provide ample example of his theo-
logical project. For all readers, the
volume serves as a window into what
God might be up to this past 18-plus
months.

Above all, this volume is encouraging.

wells and his parish  refuse to see any
part of this experience that God cannot
or will not redeem. Covering a startling
breadth of ministry work (moving
online, grief, pastoral care, prayer, the
arts, disability ministry, faith at home,
and several others), the authors are
adamant: The God who raised Jesus
Christ from dead has not abandoned us
and is not finished with us.

If there is a dominant scriptural
frame from the volume, it’s wells’s
opening illustration from Daniel 3
written in May 2020:

“what salvation doesn’t mean is that
we’re not going to get the virus. Salva-
tion doesn’t mean freedom from sick-
ness, care, anxiety, fear, pain or threat.

Finding Abundance
in Scarcity

Steps Towards Church Transformation
Edited by Samuel Wells

Canterbury, pp. 160, $23.99
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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
don’t avoid the fiery furnace. Chris-
tians don’t believe they are immune
from suffering, sealed off from worry,
aloof from conflict, inoculated against
panic, exempt from grief, vaccinated
from the virus. Quite the opposite ….
what salvation does mean is one of
two things.”

wells adds that those two possibili-
ties are “God is with us in the fire” and
that conversion  is possible by our wit-
ness to God’s faithfulness (as in the case
of Nebuchadnezzar). Those two mean-
ings of salvation—God’s commitment
to us in every circumstance and the
possibility of conversion—are the
thread through each essay that follows.

As one might expect, at moments
the authors struggle to catch a still pic-
ture of a nascent and developing situa-
tion. One can hardly blame them.
writing reflectively about the pan-

demic in 2020-21 is a bit like trying to
write reflectively about the wonders of
snow-skiing as one exits the lift for the
first time. Regardless, the book is
useful now as a contemporary witness
to what God is doing, as a challenge to
the Church to live into what God is up
to, and as something of an idea-gener-
ating guidebook of what might be pos-
sible in other parishes and contexts.
Even if at times it feels like the painter
can’t quite make out every detail of her
subject matter, the painting was still
worth doing.

That said, some readers might find
the text less obviously applicable in
their context, either because of the
scale of ministry St. Martin-in-the-
Fields (a relatively large, complex
parish) or because of particular theo-
logical commitments presumed by the
authors that won’t be shared by all
readers. In my view, neither of those

distinctives detract from a work I have
found myself often captivated by and
grateful for.

The pandemic is unique in the life-
time of almost everyone alive today —
certainly everyone in positions of offi-
cial leadership within the Church. The
temptation (as in 1 Cor. 10:13) is
toward despair. But God does not
know a situation beyond his redemp-
tion. we should not be so arrogant as
to assume that a novel Coronavirus of
our day means a novel experience for
the God who walked through death
itself. I’m grateful that in the midst of
an incredibly challenging ministry
season, the team at St. Martin-in-the-
Fields took enough time to pause and
bear witness to what God is doing.

The Rev. S. Thomas Kincaid III is vice
rector at Church of the Incarnation in
Dallas.
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wrecks, miracles, and jailbreaks as a
“spark for our imaginations,” not as a
cookie cutter. Indeed, the entire
volume could best be described as a
“spark for our imaginations.”

In final analysis, however, the
volume’s strength is its Achilles’ heel.
while it is very much worth the time
and small investment, it leaves nearly
every practical question unanswered,
even unexplored. As a parish priest,
I’m looking for concrete strategy to
sustain and expand the parish budget.
How do I find and pay staff? How can
I keep donors connected? Is inflation a
factor? I love theory, and I liked it more
before COVID. But right now I need a
more concrete approach — what is
working and what isn’t?

Thus, I’m left craving more applica-
tion, more real-world stories of success
where these theories have been put
into practice. Crisis and Care, then, is a
great start. But, it’s only a start, and I’m
not sure it’s even the first course, given
the larger narrative of membership
decline, apathy, and secularization that
are the real reasons Christian organi-
zations should be worried about
money. 

Do buy the book, however. Read,
mark, and inwardly digest it. But,
remember, it’s an amuse-bouche, not a
roadmap to glory. Crisis and Care calls
us to greater reflection and to a hard
path ahead. In the end, Robert Tepper
sang it best: “There’s no easy way out.
There’s no shortcut home.”

The Rev. Charleston David Wilson is
rector of Church of the Redeemer in
Sarasota, Florida.

Review by Charleston David wilson 

Another book hot off the “pan-
demic press” is Crisis and Care:
Meditations on Faith Philan-

thropy. Readers are promised “great joy
amid uncertainty” that comes when
“crisis and care meet.” 

The editors tell us their collection of
essays will “capture the wisdom of this
moment” and “reflects the kind of gen-
erosity and mutuality that distin-
guishes Christian philanthropy.” Their
goal and their title are lofty indeed.
The opportunist deep within me is still
waiting to read this disclosure up front:
“Never let a good crisis go to waste.”
The idea is certainly present, but it is
given shelter in safer churchy words
like “incarnate possibility.” Hey, what-
ever it takes at this point to get our
attention is a good and holy thing.

Benac and weber-Johnson define
Christian philanthropy as “a way of life
marked by generosity, including the
ability to give to and be by others, in
order to enrich the common good.”
Fifteen mediations (think brief essays)
are divided into five parts that are each
given well-crafted and polished titles
— e.g., “when the Field Changes” and
“From Barriers to Opportunities.” The
winsome titles, while uber-professional
and perfectly researched, may come off
as academese to a parish priest or stew-
ardship committee. Perhaps a better
title for the subtitle would have been
“Somebody Hit the Panic Button.”

The volume is filled with quotable
material expertly presented and skill-
fully organized. I highlighted (okay,
dog-eared) something on almost every

page. I wanted to meet each author for
a further chat. Eric Barreto’s essay,
“Imagining Belonging with the Book
of Acts,” deserves sustained reflection
and could, conceivably, serve as a
springboard for a committee-wide or
parish-wide study of the book of Acts. 

“we do not know what is next. Can
we trust God is still with us?” he
openly asks. Challenging the standard
approach to Acts as the recipe book for
building an ideal parish, Barreto asks
us to use the book that brings us ship-

Crisis and Care
Meditations on Faith and Philanthropy

Edited by Dustin D. Benac
and Erin Weber-Johnson

Cascade, pp. 168, $22

BOOKS

Helpful for Getting Started

I love theory, and I liked it more before COVID. But right now I need a more concrete
approach — what is working and what isn’t?
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ordination, believing the Franciscan
order should remain largely a lay
movement. He persisted in this even as
many Franciscans became priests. 

In The Fool of God, Jacopone
scholar George T. Peck devotes a
chapter to “The Prime of Todi.” He
makes an engaging case that during
Jacopone’s life, his native city experi-
enced unprecedented economic and
material expansion. How did this
development contribute to Jacopone’s
dramatic conversion and his subse-
quent support of the Spirituals? The
answer may never be known, but his
poetry, especially the unswerving
asceticism of the early lauds, suggests
that his conversion may have included
an intentional rejection of the rising
mercantile spirit of his time.

Once he became a Franciscan, he
remained so until his death. There is
no indication that throughout his life
he was ever anything other than a
loyal and orthodox Christian.
Together with many others, Jacopone
was strongly influenced by changes in
the papacy. The election in 1294 of an
elderly and unworldly hermit as Pope
Celestine V raised his hopes for a
renewed and more spiritual church,
just as the unprecedented resignation
of this pope a few months later dashed
these hopes. 

Celestine’s successor, Boniface VIII,
a worldly and clever man with roots in
Todi, withdrew his predecessor’s per-
mission for the Franciscan rule to be
kept in its original strictness by Jaco-
pone and others. Due to his fierce crit-
icisms of Boniface, Jacopone was
imprisoned and denied the Eucharist.
After the pope’s death in 1303, he was
released and lived out his remaining
years in peace and seclusion.

There is enough likelihood in the
usual chronological arrangement of
the Lauds to see them as illustrating in
bold and beautiful ways their author’s
spiritual progress over several
decades. As Evelyn Underhill
remarks, for Jacopone da Todi, love
first appeared “as a wildness, a fury, a
dance,” and later as “the very secret of
stability, the rule of the Universe.” His

early poems witness to love’s frenzy;
his later compositions to the steady
flame of perfect charity. Thus in one
lifetime there can be a transition from
“the whirl of a spiritual maelstrom to
the movement of the Infinite Sea.” 

Although Jacopone’s expression of
his transition is informed by the work
of earlier Christians, it came to him
through personal revelation. As it
appears in his poems, this progress
bears witness to how holy foolishness
and spiritual wisdom can complement
each other. Foolishness opens up a
capacity for wisdom, and wisdom rep-
resents a fruition of foolishness. This
held true for Jacopone and for Francis.
It held true for Jesus if we read the
Gospels as Elizabeth-Anne Stewart
does in her reverent study, Jesus the
Holy Fool. The complementary nature
of holy foolishness and spiritual wis-
dom can be manifest in us as well.

Jacopone’s remains rest in a magnif-
icent tomb in Todi, built almost three
centuries after his death. The Latin
inscription there speaks of “The bones
of blessed Jacopone dei Benedetti of
Todi, of the Order of Friars Minor;
who, a fool for Christ’s sake, by a new
artifice cheated the world, and took
heaven by storm.” As Evelyn Underhill
notes, this inscription describes only
one side of his life. Jacopone, mystic
and poet, cheated the world and
stormed heaven only to surrender
himself to that tranquil and infinite
sea that is God and remains beyond
all human description.

The Rev. Charles Hoffacker is an
Episcopal priest who lives in Greenbelt,
Maryland.

Regarding Laud 76, what he
calls “this little masterpiece,”
translator George T. Peck
states that “If a musician were
to select just one of Jacopone’s
laude to set to music, this
would be it.”

Laud 76 
O iubilo del core

O joy of the heart that makes
one sing of love! when joy
heats up, a man must sing and
the tongue babbles and knows
not what it is saying, and joy
cannot be hidden inside, so
great is its sweetness.

when joy is lit up, a man
must shout. The heart is seized
with love that it cannot bear
and makes him yell and scream
and not be ashamed of it.

when joy has captured the
loving heart, folk make fun of
him, thinking his speech the
unbalanced prattling of an
overheated spirit.

O joy, sweet gladness, when
you enter the mind, the heart
becomes wise in hiding what
should be hidden, but it can-
not keep from making a cry.

whoever hasn’t experienced
it thinks you are crazy, seeing
the eccentricities of a man who
is unbalanced has a wounded
heart, and has lost touch with
external reality.

(Continued from page 9)



26 THe LIVInG CHURCH • november 14, 2021

PEOPLE & PLACES
Appointments

The Rev. Kevin Beesley is priest in charge of
St. John’s, Newport, R.I.

The Rev. Fanny S. Belanger is priest in
charge of St. Margaret’s, woodbridge, Va.

Ms. Sandra Beld is the Diocese of Ten-
nessee’s diocesan administrator.

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Benko is dean of for-
mation for the Diocese of Texas’ Iona School of
Ministry.

The Rev. Canon Alan D. Bentrup is rector
of St. Martin’s in the Fields, Keller, Texas.

The Rev. David Beresford is interim rector
of St. Martha’s, Bethany Beach, Del.

The Rev. Elizabeth Berman is rector of Holy
Nativity, Honolulu.

The Rev. Canon Jose Juan Bernal is rector of
St. Cornelius,’ Dodge City, Kan.

The Rev. Will Berry is priest in charge of
Resurrection, Nicholasville, Ky.

The Rev. Dr. Stephen G. Clifton is rector of
St. James House of Prayer, Tampa, Fla.

Canon Easton Davis is the Diocese of
Atlanta’s canon for communication and digital
evangelism.

The Rev. Luke Fodor is priest in charge of
Grace, Randolph, N.Y.

The Rev. Edward F.P. Gibbons is rector of
Epiphany, Cape Coral, Fla.

The Rev. Joshua Hill is rector of St. Alban’s,
Cape Elizabeth, Maine.

The Rev. J. Robert Honeychurch is interim
rector of St. wilfrid of York, Huntington Beach,
Calif.

The Very Rev. David Hodges is rector of St.
Peter’s, LaDue, Mo.

The Rev. AnnaMarie Hoos is associate
rector of Epiphany, San Carlos, Calif.

The Rev. Clark Hubbard is interim rector of
Holy Cross, Trussville, Ala.

Mr. Robert Jerger is lay missioner at St.
Clare’s, Tyler, Texas.

The Rev. Kathy Kelly is priest in charge of
Resurrection, Spokane Valley, wash.

The Rev. Palmer Kennedy is chaplain of
Porter-Gaud School, Charleston, S.C.

The Rev. Lauren Banks Killelea is assistant
rector of Christ Church, Alexandria, Va.

The Rev. Francis King is priest in charge of
St. Matthias’, Asheville, N.C.

The Rev. Kyrie Kim as the Diocese of New
York’s missioner for Asian ministries and pastor
of Metropolitan New York Japanese Ministry
and Korean Ministry.

The Rev. Rick Matters is vicar of St. Paul’s,
Kennewick, wash.

The Rev. Colin Matthewson is rector of St.
Matthew’s, National City, Calif.

Ms. Shantelle Maxwell is the Diocese of
Southeast Florida’s communications director.

The Rev. Dr. Charles Mayer is priest in
charge of St. Paul’s on the Hill and Trinity
Church, Ossining, N.Y.

Ms. Caroline McCall is the Diocese of
Spokane’s canon for congregational development.

Ms. Lindsey Nickel is communications
director of the Diocese of Southwest Florida.

The Rev. Brent Norris is rector of St. Paul’s,
Foley, Ala.

The Rev. Sarah Odderstol is rector of Grace,
Silver Spring, Md.

The Rev. Canon Linda Potter is interim
rector of St. Gabriel’s, Portland.

The Rev. Jonathan Pucik is vicar of Gal-
loway Memorial, Elkin, N.C.

The Rev. Dr. Dominique A. Robinson is
John E. Hines Assistant Professor of Preaching
at Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, Texas.

The Rev. Oscar Rozo is priest in charge of
Epiphany, Newtown, N.C.

The Rev. Carl Ruttan is interim rector of St.
Philip’s, Columbus, Ohio.

The Rev. Dr. William Sachs is interim rector
of St. Stephen’s, Culpeper, Va.

The Rev. Walter “Burl” Salmon is rector of
the Falls Church, Falls Church, Va.

The Rev. Holladay Sanderson is vicar of St.
Mark’s, Moscow, Idaho.

The Rev. Kristin Saylor is rector of St.
Lawrence, Libertyville, Ill.

Deaths
The Rev. Samuel Leslie Hall, a parish priest
and hospital chaplain in the Diocese of Los
Angeles, died Sept. 21 at age 92. He
had lived in Albuquerque, N.M.,
since 1987.

Born in San Francisco, he was a
graduate of the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley and Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary.

Hall was ordained to the dia-
conate and priesthood in 1957. He
served as a priest in East whittier
and Long Beach before becoming a chaplain at
Hospital of the Good Samaritan in Los Angeles.

He is survived by a first and second wife,
three sons, a daughter, two stepsons, and a step-
daughter.

The Rev. Donald W. Jaikes, a retired chaplain
in the Diocese of Southwest Florida who served
at St. Luke’s Chapel at westminster Suncoast, St.
Petersburg, died September 19, at age 71.

A native of Hannover Township, Pa., he was
a graduate of wilkes University and Bexley Hall
Seminary. He was a priest in the Diocese of
Massachusetts from 1967 to 1995.

He is survived by his wife, a son, a daughter,
and four grandchildren.

The Rev. Gary Grant Kennedy died Aug. 30 at
age 81 in Galena, Kansas.

A native of Joplin, Mo., he was a graduate of
Pittsburg State University, DeVry Technical
Institute. He taught at a technical high school in
Des Moines, Iowa, before his ordination.

He was ordained to the priesthood in 2000
and served in Galena and Columbus, Kansas. He
is survived by his wife, two sons, and a daughter.

The Rev. Albert W. Majkrzak Sr. died Sept. 27
at age 77 in Sun Prairie, wisconsin.

A native of East Orange, N.J., he was a grad-
uate of Seton Hall University, the University of
New York, and the Episcopal Theological Sem-
inary of Kentucky. He was ordained to priest-
hood in 1979 and served churches in Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Illinois, and wisconsin.

He is survived by his wife, three sons, and
multiple grandchildren.

The Rev. Kyle McGee Sr. died Sept. 12 at age 79
in Hartford, Conn.

A native of Dayton, Ohio, he was
a graduate of DePauw University
and Yale Divinity School. He was
ordained deacon and priest in 1967.

He served as a priest in Dayton
before becoming an assistant rector
at St. Stephen’s and the Incarnation
Church in washington, D.C. He later
became chaplain at Georgetown
University, and then served several parishes in
Connecticut before retiring in 2005.

McGee is survived by two sons, two grand-
children, a brother, and other relatives.

The Rev. Samuel A. Tomlinson III, who served
as a priest for 60 years, died August 17 at age 85.

Tomlinson was born in Natchez, Miss., in
1935. He was a graduate of Millsaps College in

Retirements

The Rev. Carol Blaine as interim vicar of St.
Boniface, Comfort, Texas

Canon Bonnie Burgess as the Diocese of
Atlanta’s canon for finance and administration.

The Rev. Jo-Anne Campo as supply priest at
St. Andrew’s, Hartsdale, N.Y.

The Rev. Joseph Campo as rector of St.
John’s and St. Paul’s, South Salem, N.Y.

The Rev. Canon David Lee Carlson as
canon missioner of the Diocese of New York’s
Delaware Catskill Regional Ministry.

The Rev. Dr. Catherine Collier as associate
rector of Christ Church, Tuscaloosa, Ala.

The Rev. J. Cooper Conway as priest in
charge of Trinity and St. Paul’s on the Hill,
Ossining, N.Y.

The Rev. Bob Coon as assistant priest at St.
Francis in the Fields, Louisville, Ky.

The Rev. Rebecca Debow as associate rector
of St. Luke’s, Birmingham, Ala.

The Rev. Jeff Kohn as rector of St. James,
Monterey, Calif.

The Rev. Charles Kramer as rector of St.
James’, Hyde Park, N.Y.

The Rev. Peter Lam as priest in charge of
Holy Spirit, Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, N.Y.

The Rev. Shannon Leach as rector of Grace
in the Desert, Las Vegas.

The Rev. Christy Shain-Hendricks as rector
of Ascension and Holy Trinity, Pueblo, Colo.

The Rev. Susan Sica as rector of St. Gre-
gory’s, Parsippany, N.J.

The Rev. Margaret Sullivan as priest in
charge of St. Andrew’s, walden, and St. Francis
of Assisi, Montgomery, N.Y.

The Rev. Masud Ibn Syedullah, TSSF, as
vicar of St. Paul’s and Trinity, Tivoli, N.Y.

The Rev. J. Barry Vaughn as rector of Christ
Church, Las Vegas.

The Rev. Roger Walker as priest in charge of
Holy Trinity, Brandenburg, Ky.

The Rev. Carol Walton as priest in charge of
St. Timothy’s, Henderson, Nev.

The Rev. F. Allen Weatherholt as rector of
St. Thomas, Hancock, Md.

The Rev. Gretchen Weller as priest in part-
nership with St. Alban’s, Morehead, Ky.
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 25 Pentecost, November 14 
1 Sam. 1:4-20 or Dan. 12:1-3 • 1 Sam. 2:1-10 or Ps. 16

Heb. 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 • Mark 13:1-8

Prayer in Crisis and Confidence
whenever we read Holy Scripture,

no matter how challenging or
confounding the passage, we read it
“that we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life”
(Collect).

we listen to Scripture patiently: we
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest.
“The letter kills,” says St. Paul, “but the
Spirit gives life” (2 Cor. 3:6). “The
Advocate,” says Jesus, “the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that I have said to
you” (John 14:26). “It is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we
are children of God” (Rom. 8:16). As
we read Scripture, we come to realize
our union with Christ more deeply,
and we grow in our desire for ever-
lasting life. 

It is not to frighten us that Jesus
speaks of trial in this age. He tells us
what we can plainly see, and he warns
us not to be led astray. “Many will
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’
and they will lead many astray. when
you hear of wars and rumors of wars,
do not be alarmed; this must first take
place, but the end is still to come. For
nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom, there will
be earthquakes in various places; there
will be famines. This is but the begin-
ning of the birth pangs” (Mark 13:6-8). 

Jesus is describing every era of
human history. There has never been
peace on earth, though we are sum-
moned to work for it every day of our
lives. “Blessed are the peacemakers,” to
be sure, but their blessedness resides
not in a placid hope but in their tena-
cious effort to build peace where there
is bitterness, conflict, and war. 

Jesus says the sufferings of the world
are birth pangs, the pain of something
new coming into the world. Similarly,
St. Paul writes to the Romans, “I con-
sider the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. For

creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God”
(Rom. 8:18-20). There is a glory about
to be revealed, but in this present age,
we have tribulation and trial. The
world is simultaneously in a state of
suffering and on the threshold of new
life. 

In this condition, the Church resorts
to prayer and looks to God for help.
The Church prays in pain but also in
confidence. The story of the barren
woman Hannah praying for a child
illustrates this deep prayer, this
groaning and waiting. She pleads in
her misery, silently moves her lips, and
so the priest Eli, observing her, thinks
she is drunk. She defends herself,
saying, “No, my Lord, I am a woman
deeply troubled; I have drunk neither
wine nor strong drink, but I have been
pouring out my soul before the Lord.
Do not regard your servant as a worth-
less woman, for I have been speaking
out of my great anxiety and vexation all
this time” (1 Sam. 1:15-16). Her dis-
tress gives force and conviction to her
prayer. Indeed, the whole Church is
called to this deep prayer from the
heart.

while the Church prays in a state of
birth pangs, she also prays in the con-
fidence of new life. “we have confi-
dence to enter the sanctuary by the
blood of Jesus, by the new and living
way he opened for us through the cur-
tain” (Heb. 10:19). we pray in vexation
and yet with “a true heart in full assur-
ance of faith” (Heb. 10:22).

Look It Up
Daniel 12:1-3

Think About It
In this time of anguish, may we shine
like the brightness of the sky.

Jackson and of General Theological Seminary.
Ordained to the priesthood in 1961, he served
churches throughout Mississippi with a brief
stay in Arkansas.

He is survived by his wife of 32 years,
Susanne, and by two sons and two grandchil-
dren.

The Rev. Irvin Doyle Turner
died Sept. 14 at age 77 from com-
plications of COVID-19. Turner,
a tribal judge of the white Earth
Reservation, was known as
“Netamishkang,” the One who
Goes Before His People.

A native of white Earth,
Minn., he was a graduate of Bemidji State Uni-
versity, Moorhead State University, and
Seabury-western Theological Seminary. He
was  a tribal judge from 1978 to 1981.

He served churches on the white Earth
Reservation from 1985 to 1994.

Turner’s family said he sought out those who
grieved, required solace, needed friendship, or
desired to learn more about Ojibwe culture. He
served the Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota as a
canon missioner for Indian work, was a founder
and co-chair of the Minnesota Committee on
Indian work, and served as executive director
of the Indigenous Theological Training Insti-
tute from 1997 to 2000.

He is survived by his wife, a daughter, two
sons, four grandchildren, and a great-grandchild.

The Rev. Dr. David Williams, former rector of
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in
Charleston, S.C., died Sept. 14 at
age 76.

Born in Pennsylvania, he was a
graduate of DeSales University,
Episcopal Divinity School, and
Andover Newton Theological
School. He was ordained a priest

in 1973 and served churches in Pennsylvania
and washington, D.C., before coming to
Charleston. He maintained a private practice
of psychotherapy and was a jazz pianist.

He is survived by his wife, a sister, and a
brother.

The Rev. Deacon Dorothy (Doe) Gene Yates
died Sept. 1 in San Francisco at
age 82.

A native of the state of wash-
ington and baptized as a young
adult, she moved to San Fran-
cisco at age 21, was confirmed at
Grace Cathedral by Bishop James
Pike, and completed her univer-

sity studies in California.
She was a graduate of the Diocese of Cali-

fornia’s School for Deacons and was ordained to
the diaconate in 1986.

“Deacon Doe’s service to many church com-
munities and ministries is acknowledged with
gratitude, especially her presence among us at
Grace Cathedral, where in worship she pro-
claimed the gospel with deep conviction and
lived out its commands serving in our many
outreach programs,” the Diocese of California
said in announcing her death.
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | Christ the King, November 21 
2 Sam. 23:1-7 or Dan. 7:9-10, 13-14 • Ps. 132:1-13 (14-19) or Ps. 93

Rev. 1:4b-8 • John 18:33-37

Descending from on High
“Blessed be God, Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit. And blessed be his
kingdom, now and forever” (BCP).
with these words, we acknowledge
and welcome “a kingdom not from this
world” (John 18:36). we bear witness
to a power from beyond this world,
high and lifted up, beyond all knowing.
we enter a celestial realm beyond this
world, where the King of justice and
mercy rules over the cosmos.

Entering this new realm, we open
our minds to images of glory and
wonder. “As I watched,” says the
prophet Daniel, “thrones were set in
place, and an Ancient One took his
throne; his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames, and its
wheels were burning fire. A stream of
fire flowed out from his presence”
(Dan. 7:9-10). A God of transcendent
wonder presides over the universe, the
One God: “a thousand thousand
served him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood attending him”
(Dan. 7:10). It is a glorious and other-
worldly picture. we can almost hear
the Ancient One say, “I AM wHO I AM”
(Ex. 3:14).

“The Lord is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens. who
is like the Lord our God who is seated
on high?” (Ps. 113:4-5). Miraculously,
the One God, high and lifted up, is also
“our God.” God comes to us by cre-
ating, sustaining, blessing, redeeming,
and restoring all things in his beloved
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. God deigns
to be among us. Asking the psalmist’s
question again, we listen for a fuller
answer. “who is like the Lord our God
who is seated on high, who looks far
down on the heavens and the earth?
He raises the poor from the dust, and
lifts the needy from the ash heap, to
make them sit with the princes of his
people. He gives the barren woman a
home, making her the joyous mother
of children” (Ps. 113:5-9). 

God has descended in love through

his Son. The Son of God, the Lord
Jesus Christ, stands before Pilate. The
kings of this world presume to stand in
judgment over the Son of the Living
God, the giver of life and salvation.
“The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD and his anointed,
saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds
asunder, and cast their cords from us’”
(Ps. 2:2-3). who will rid this world of
this meddlesome messiah, a would-be
king?

Jesus tells Pilate, “For this I was
born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my
voice” (John 18:37). There is no peace-
able kingdom without the truth that
Jesus Christ is, for his truth brings a
peace that passes all understanding.
Belonging to the truth, we hear his
voice. we know our King. we do not
interrogate him but follow him and
love him and know ourselves most
deeply in union with him.

Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled, the
kingdom of God has come near; repent
and believe in the good news” (Mark
1:15). Jesus is the everlasting King of a
kingdom not from this world. And yet
the kingdom draws near! 

The Lord is high above all nations,
and yet the Lord has come to be among
us, leaving nothing out, descending
even to the grave and hell, marrow and
heart.

Look It Up
2 Samuel 23:3-4

Think About It
The kingship of Jesus is “like the light
of morning, like the sun rising on a
cloudless morning, gleaming from the
rain on the grassy land” (2 Sam. 23:4).
Our king is beautiful!
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RECTOR:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
at Federal Point, Florida
St. Paul’s Church at Federal Point (East
Palatka, Putnam County, Florida) is search-
ing for our next rector. we are a congrega-
tion with a small group of faithful followers
comprised of long-time members and a
couple of young families in a changing
community west of St. Augustine. we have
been located in Putnam County on the east
bank of the St. John’s River since 1880, and
we are interested in embracing the changes
to the community to the continuation of
our witness and ministries in the area.

Federal Point on the St. John’s offers
unique recreational opportunities, and
Stanton Landing on the church property is
the site of community gatherings and a
favorite stop along the canoeing, hiking and
bike trails passing through it. Our rector
opening will appeal to young families,
youthful retirees, and bi-vocational clergy
alike. we seek to fulfill a hunger in our
members for joyful worship, sound Chris-
tian formation, outreach opportunities, and
fellowship.  To learn more about St. Paul’s
and Federal Point/East Palatka, contact:
Rhonda Williams, Senior Warden
(386) 983-1659 • justrhonda521@gmail.com

We seek a faithful priest who will
shepherd us, mirroring the Savior’s
compassion, while challenging us to
expand our circle of care and con-
cern, and lead by example. This
position is part-time but may
expand to its customary full-time
status as we embrace our changing
community. Salary and benefits
will be negotiated and includes a
handsome 3-bed, 2-bath rectory.

YOUTH MINISTER: St. Peter & St. Paul, Marietta,
Georgia, seeks a full-time Youth Minister for a Christ-
centered relational ministry. Our mission is Growing Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ. we will hire the right fit, either a lay
Youth Minister or an Associate Rector for family min-
istries.  www.peterandpaul.org. Contact the Rev. Tom
Pumphrey at tpumphrey@peterandpaul.org.

Franciscan Missionaries—Secular Franciscans and Nuns,
missionariesofdivinecompassion.org   (602) 463-8601 
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FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by email at
festflags@aol.com.
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SPONSORS
Vail, Colorado
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE  
TRANSFIGURATION
19 Vail Rd. 
970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Jacksonville, Florida
DIOCESE OF FLORIDA
325 N. Market St. 
904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

Santa Rosa Beach, Florida
CHRIST THE KING EPISCOPAL CHURCH
480 N. County Hwy. 393
850.267.3332 
christthekingfl.org 

Sarasota, Florida
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
222 South Palm Ave. 
941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

Vero Beach, Florida
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. 
772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD
2230 Walton Way 
706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

Savannah, Georgia
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
1 W. Macon St. 
912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Springfield, Illinois
DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD
821 S. Second St. 
217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

Harrod’s Creek, Kentucky
ST. FRANCIS IN THE FIELDS  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
6710 Wolf Pen Branch Rd.
502.228.1176
stfrancisinthefields.org

Louisville, Kentucky
THE CONSORTIUM
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
615 Breckinridge Lane 
502.899.7613
theconsortiumforchristianunity.org

Chevy Chase, Maryland
ALL SAINTS CHURCH
3 Chevy Chase Cir.
301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

Hagerstown, Maryland
SAINT JAMES SCHOOL
17641 College Rd. 
301.733.9330
stjames.edu

Minneapolis, Minnesota
EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MINNESOTA
1101 W. Broadway Ave.
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

New York, New York
PARISH OF CALVARY-ST. GEORGE’S
61 Gramercy Park N. 
646.723.4178
calvarystgeorges.org

New York, New York
SAINT THOMAS CHURCH FIFTH AVENUE
1 West 53rd St. 
212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

New York, New York
TRINITY CHURCH WALL STREET
74 Trinity Pl. 
212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Cincinnati, Ohio
DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO
412 Sycamore St. 
800.582.1712
episcopaliansinconnection.org

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
ALL SOULS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
6400 N. Pennsylvania Ave. 
405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
DIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA
924 N. Robinson Ave. 
405.232.4820
epiok.org

Norristown, Pennsylvania
DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA
23 E. Airy St. 
215.627.6434
diopa.org

Wayne, Pennsylvania
ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
763 S. Valley Forge Rd. 
610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Knoxville, Tennessee
DIOCESE OF EAST TENNESSEE
814 Episcopal School Way 
865.966.2110
dioet.org

Nashville, Tennessee
DIOCESE OF TENNESSEE
3700 Woodmont Blvd. 
615.251.3322
edtn.org

Nashville, Tennessee
ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike 
615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIOCESE OF DALLAS
1630 N. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
DIOCESE OF TEXAS
1225 Texas Ave. 
713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
ST. MARTIN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
717 Sage Rd. 
713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

San Antonio, Texas
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
510 Belknap Pl. 
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

San Antonio, Texas
DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS
111 Torcido Dr. 
210.824.5387
dwtx.org

West Brattleboro, Vermont
JERUSALEM PEACEBUILDERS
P.O. Box 2020 
802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Charleston, West Virginia
DIOCESE OF WEST VIRGINIA
1608 Virginia St. E.
304.344.3597 
wvdiocese.org

GUARANTORS
Beverly Hills, California
ALL SAINTS’
504 N. Camden Dr. #3202
310.275.0123
allsaintsbh.org

Carlsbad, California
ST. MICHAEL’S BY-THE-SEA  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2775 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

Meriden, Connecticut
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN CONNECTICUT
290 Pratt Street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

Washington, D.C.
CHRIST CHURCH, GEORGETOWN
31st and O Sts. NW
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

Jacksonville, Florida
ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
4171 Hendricks Ave. 
904.737.8488
allsaintsjax.org

Miami, Florida
DIOCESE OF SOUTHEAST FLORIDA
525 NE 15 St. 
305.373.0881
diosef.org

Orlando, Florida
DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
1017 E. Robinson St.
407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

Parrish, Florida
DIOCESE OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
8005 25th St. E. 
941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Savannah, Georgia
COLLEGIATE CHURCH 
OF ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE
1802 Abercorn St. 
912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIOCESE OF IOWA
225 37th St.
515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3 Chalfonte Pl. 
859.441.1092
standrewsfortthomas.org

Shreveport, Louisiana
ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL
908 Rutherford Street 
318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Potomac, Maryland
ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
10033 River Rd. 
301.365.2055
stfrancispotomac.org

Morristown, New Jersey
ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
121 South Street
973.538.0555
stpetersmorristown.org

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
DIOCESE OF THE RIO GRANDE
6400 Coors Blvd. NW
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Santa Fe, New Mexico
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAITH
311 E. Palace Ave. 
505.982.4447
holyfaithchurchsf.org

Brooklyn, New York
CHURCH OF ST. MARK
1417 Union St. 
718.756.6607
stmarkschurchbrooklyn.org

Cooperstown, New York
CHRIST CHURCH
46 River St. 
607.547.9555
ceccoop.net

Garden City, New York
DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceseli.org

New York, New York
GRACE CHURCH
802 Broadway 
212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

The Living ChurCh seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).

The Living ChurCh Partners



Toronto, Ontario
ST. PAUL’S BLOOR STREET
277 Bloor St. E.
416.961.8116
stpaulsbloor.org

New York, New York
CHURCH OF ST. EDWARD THE MARTYR
14 East 109th St. 
212.369.1140
saintedwardthemartyr.com

Tulsa, Oklahoma
CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL
10901 S. Yale Ave. 
918.299.7510
christchurchtulsa.org

Columbia, South Carolina
DIOCESE OF UPPER
SOUTH CAROLINA
1115 Marion St. 
803.771.7800
edusc.org

Murfreesboro, Tennessee
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
116 N. Academy St. 
615.893.3780
stpaulsmurfreesboro.org

Nashville, Tennessee
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
900 Broadway 
615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
700 S. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
ST. MATTHEW’S CATHEDRAL
5100 Ross Ave. 
214.823.8134
episcopalcathedral.org

Houston, Texas
ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd.
713.782.1270
sfch.org

Houston, Texas
CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE
2450 River Oaks Blvd. 
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLEN
18800 FM 362 
936.825.7175
campallen.org

Waco, Texas
ST. ALBAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2900 W. Waco Dr. 
254.752.1773
stalbanswaco.org

Waco, Texas
HOLY SPIRIT EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1624 Wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982 
holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia
DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA
110 W. Franklin St. 
800-DIOCESE 
thediocese.net

Richmond, Virginia
ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. 
804.288.1911
stmattsrva.org

Seattle, Washington
DIOCESE OF OLYMPIA
10th Ave. E.
206.325.4200
ecww.org 

SOCIETY OF MARY,
AMERICAN REGION
Fr. John D. Alexander, Superior
somamerica.org

ASSOCIATES
Tucson, Arizona
ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
602 N. Wilmot Road
520.886.7292
smallangelstucson.org

San Diego, California
ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
625 Pennsylvania Ave. 
619.298.7729
allsaintschurch.org

Washington, DC
DIOCESE OF WASHINGTON
Mount Saint Alban 
202.537.6555
edow.org 

Lake Mary, Florida
ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
700 Rinehart Rd. 
407.444.5673
stpeterslakemary.org

Pensacola, Florida
DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL GULF COAST
201 N Baylen St.
850.434.7337
diocgc.org 

St. Augustine, Florida
TRINITY PARISH
215 Saint George St.
904.824.2876
trinitysta.org

Tallahassee, Florida
HOLY COMFORTER EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2015 Fleischmann Rd.
850.877.2712 
hc-ec.org

South Bend, Indiana
DIOCESE OF NORTHERN INDIANA
117 N. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489 
ednin.org

Salina, Kansas
CHRIST CATHEDRAL
138 S. 8th St. 
785.827.4440
christcathedralsalina.org

Louisville, Kentucky
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
620 S. 3rd St. Suite 203
724.266.5810
brothersandrew.net 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
8833 Goodwood Blvd. 
225.926.5343
stlukesbr.org

New Orleans, Louisiana
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
6249 Canal Blvd. 
504.488.3749
stpaulsnola.org

Shreveport, Louisiana
DIOCESE OF WESTERN LOUISIANA
4321 Youree Dr. Ste. 400 
318.442.1304
epiwla.org

Boston, Massachusetts
DIOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS
138 Tremont Street 
617.482.5800
diomass.org

Minnetonka Beach, Minnesota
ST. MARTIN’S BY THE LAKE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
2801 Westwood Road
952.446.6115
stmartinsbythelake.org 

Concord, New Hampshire
DIOCESE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
63 Green St. 
603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Red Bank, New Jersey
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
65 West Front Street
732.741.4581
trinityredbank.org 

Trenton, New Jersey
DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY
808 W. State St. 
609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org 

Greenwich, New York
DIOCESE OF ALBANY
580 Burton Rd. 
518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org 

New York, New York
CHRIST & SAINT STEPHEN’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
120 W. 69th St. 
212.787.2755
csschurch.org

Queens, New York
CHURCH OF ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR
116-42 Farmers Blvd. 
718.528.1891
stalbanepiscopalqueens.org

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
200 Hayes Rd. 
919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Dayton, Ohio
ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5520 Far Hills Ave.
937.434.1781
stgeorgesdayton.org 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
PHILADELPHIA EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL
23 S. 38th St. 
215.386.0234
philadelphiacathedral.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300
412.721.0853 
episcopalpgh.org

Newport, Rhode Island
ZABRISKIE MEMORIAL CHURCH  
OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
61 Washington St. 
401.848.2561
saintjohns-newport.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
ST. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org 

Lookout Mountain, Tennessee
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
211 Franklin Rd. 
423.821.1583
gslookout.com

Austin, Texas
ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2128 Barton Hills Dr. 
512.444.1449
stmarksaustin.org

Irving, Texas
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2700 Warren Cir. 
972.255.4171
redeemer-irving.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIOCESE OF NORTHWEST TEXAS
1802 Broadway 
806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

McKinney, Texas
ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
400 N College St.
972.562.1166
stpetersmckinney.com 

Tyler, Texas
CHRIST CHURCH
118 S. Bois d’Arc 
903.597.9854
christchurchtyler.org

River Hills, Wisconsin
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Rd. 
414.352.0380
stchristopherswi.org

To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.
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