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Google Earth photo

st. James sits at the entrance of the bridge to Lido Isle, a neighborhood of multimillion-dollar
homes on an island that juts like a yacht-encrusted finger into Newport Bay.

By Kirk Petersen

It was a bit like a local zoning board
meeting, in which neighboring
homeowners have a chance to

object to a proposed change of use for
a piece of property. This meeting, how-
ever, started and ended with prayer,
and it will be followed by a formal,
year-long focus on reconciliation.

The current bishop and standing
committee of the Diocese of Los
Angeles held a public forum on March
10 to discuss plans to reopen st. James
the Great, an enormous church prop-
erty in tiny Newport Beach. The
facility has been padlocked for nearly
three years by order of the now-retired
former bishop, the Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno
— a move that engulfed the final years
of his episcopacy and resulted in his
suspension from ordained ministry, on
charges of “conduct unbecoming a
member of the clergy.”

The diocese invited members of the
four nearest Episcopal churches to the
forum “to support or oppose the pro-
posal or just seek more information”
about granting mission-station status
to st. James the Great. 

No significant opposition arose. The
meeting “probably couldn’t have gone
better,” said the Rev. Canon Cindy
Voorhees, who has been leading wor-
ship services for a flock of about 100 at
Newport Beach City Hall.

In December, the Rt. Rev. John
Taylor succeeded Bruno as Bishop of
Los Angeles. When asked after the
forum about a timetable for a decision
on the reopening, Taylor replied by
text message: “The standing Com-
mittee meets on March 21; I would
expect a decision would be announced
pretty soon after that.” Taylor no doubt
will carefully consider the opinions of
the committee, but the final decision is
his alone.

st. James the Mission?

Regardless of timing, the likely
reopening of the facility at 3209 Via
Lido will not resolve the trauma suf-
fered by the Episcopal Church’s fourth-
largest diocese.

The Rev. Michael Archer is rector of
st. Wilfrid of York, a church in nearby
Huntington Beach that got its start half
a century ago as a mission of st. James.
In remarks prepared for the forum, he
wrote that he and his parishioners gen-
erally agree that “there is room for
another Episcopal Church in our part
of Orange County.”

But that does not mean they all favor
the specific proposal to reopen st.
James the Great. “On this, there is not
a united sentiment at st. Wilfrid’s,” he
wrote. “The past almost three years
have been painful and contentious at
times, with very strong emotions being
expressed on both sides of this
struggle.” 

While nobody will discuss it on the
record, there is an undercurrent of
resentment in the diocese based on the
belief that the people of st. James mis-
used the Title IV disciplinary process

by bringing charges against Bruno as
part of a relentless effort to torpedo the
sale of the church and regain access to
the building. (This argument is blunted
somewhat by the charges being found
meritorious.)

In December, the diocese’s annual
convention passed a resolution asking
the broader church “to collect infor-
mation on the operation and effects of
confidentiality provisions of Title IV;
and the effects of the lack of pastoral
care directed to the diocese, parish, or
mission in the Title IV proceeding
when not a respondent or com-
plainant.”

In disciplinary proceedings under
Title IV of church canons, all parties
are asked to maintain confidentiality
about the specifics of the dispute. But
unlike a secular court, the church has
no way to enforce such a provision
against anyone who is not ordained.
This meant that while Voorhees and
Bruno maintained personal confiden-
tiality, members of the congregation
felt free to express their outrage
through social media. The matter will
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be considered in July at General Con-
vention.

At the January meeting of the
churchwide Executive Council, council
member steven Nishibayashi, who is
from the Los Angeles diocese, said in a
committee hearing that no pastoral
support was provided to the diocese,
and clergy members had no guidance
on how to respond to the concerns of
their congregations.

The Rev. Canon Melissa McCarthy,
Taylor’s new canon to the ordinary, has
announced a structured approach to
reconciliation. In a newsletter for
clergy in the diocese, she wrote, “I have
been in regular conversations with the
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center
(LMPC), who will function as our
facilitators, mediators, and teachers,
over the next year as we engage this
process on a diocesan-wide scale.”

The process will begin in mid-April
with a series of workshops led by
LMPC. since 1983, the Illinois-based
LMPC has offered “training to help
churches discover how conflict can
be an arena for God’s revelation,”
according to the organization’s website
(lmpeacecenter.org).

If st. James the Great is approved as
a mission station, it will move into
what is likely the most valuable piece of
property ever occupied by a fledgling
mission church.

The 40,000-square-foot facility sits at
the entrance of the bridge to Lido Isle, a
neighborhood of multimillion-dollar
homes on an island that juts like a yacht-
encrusted finger into Newport Bay.

The controversy began in May 2015,
when Bruno announced plans to sell
the property for $15 million to a local
developer. Although the building was
in excellent condition and had been
extensively renovated in the early
2000s, the developer intended to bull-
doze the property and construct
luxury condominiums. 

There is already a 10-story luxury
condominium building across the
street. Unit 4F in the 66-unit building
is currently for sale — a two-bedroom
apartment listed at $2.3 million.

The planned sale of st. James fell
through after members of the congre-
gation launched both a civil lawsuit
and a Title IV charge against Bruno.

The lawsuit was quickly dismissed, but
the disciplinary process dragged on for
month after month, leading to three
days of public testimony in March
2017, in front of a hearing panel that
was essentially an ecclesiastical court.

In June, the still-deliberating panel
was outraged to learn that Bruno had
for the second time secretly negotiated
a contract to sell the property. That
sale also fell through. The panel even-
tually voted to suspend Bruno from
ordained ministry for three years.

Bruno is appealing the suspension.
st. James, founded in 1941, has

something of a star-crossed history.
The parish was one of four churches in
the diocese that voted to leave the dio-
cese. The parish claimed ownership of
the building, leading Bruno to launch
what became nine years of litigation to
establish that the diocese was the
rightful owner. That congregation was
evicted, and in 2013 Voorhees began
working fulltime, initially without pay,
to rebuild a congregation there.
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About 400 clergy and lay people from 80
dioceses gathered in Cleveland Heights
March 14-17 for the Episcopal Church’s
second Evangelism Matters conference.
It was a program of worship, fellowship,
inspiration, and advice on “practical
evangelism with an Episcopal heart,” in
the words of the Rev. Canon stephanie
spellers, the presiding bishop’s canon for
evangelism, reconciliation, and steward-
ship of creation.

The conference is part of an effort to
inspire “a dramatic change in culture” in
the church, Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry said. He described a culture
change that has already occurred: If you
asked “How does your church serve
others?” of the average Episcopalian in
the 1950s, the answer likely would center
on worship and sunday school, and
maybe hosting an AA meeting or the
Girl scouts.

“If you asked the average Episcopalian
today, the word outreach would probably
come up in the conversation,” Curry
said.

“That was a profound culture change
in the Episcopal Church,” he said. “I pray
for the day when evangelism is as
common in the Episcopal Church, and
comes alongside outreach and justice
and service, as an equal partner as what
we do as a church.”

“Evangelism is first and foremost a
spiritual practice,” spellers said, rather
than a way to attract more people to
church. “Here’s the definition: we seek,
name, and celebrate Jesus’ loving pres-
ence in the stories of all people — and
then, invite everyone to more.” In an
“Episcopal 101” workshop, participants
unpacked that definition phrase by
phrase.

One plenary session featured Curry
and the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, presi-
dent of the House of Deputies, inter-
viewing each other about painful experi-
ences in their lives, then describing how
they had recovered through the evan-
gelism of others.

Curry described how his maternal

grandmother moved in with his family
in the late 1960s when his mother had a
cerebral hemorrhage that left her semi-
comatose and proved fatal nearly a year
later. His father and grandmother would
take the kids to the nursing home most
evenings to do their homework and
watch TV in their mother’s room. “I
didn’t know that they were teaching me
not to be afraid of sickness,” Curry said.
“And they were teaching me how to walk
through death.”

“Our beloved daughter died in 2010,”
Jennings said. “I didn’t really blame
God,” but she found that being in church
brought up too many emotions. “I can’t
pray,” she told a friend who was a priest.
“I just am not there.” And
he said, “You know what?
I’ll pray for you. For this
next month, don’t you
worry about it. … He
really carried me through
that month.”

Jennings told another
story that led to one sour
note. she described her revulsion at a
childhood playmate, in an incident when
Jennings was 9 and growing up in a priv-
ileged family. The other girl used a racial
slur to refer to “Laura,” the woman who
provided child care for Jennings’s family.

“Frankly, I beat her up,” Jennings said.
“Laura came and pulled me off my now
former friend, took me home, and sat
me down, and evangelized to me about
how we treat those who do not yet
understand the respect and dignity of
every human being. And then I got
swatted with a newspaper.”

Rather than using a euphemism in
recounting the story, Jennings quoted her
playmate’s invective. The Rev. Marcus
Halley, whose Twitter profile says he is a
DMin student at sewanee, tweeted: “I am
trying to remain open, but the fetishizing
of black religion and the actual use of the
word … by a white woman is unaccept-
able. Nope. #EM2018.”

This prompted tweets by people out-
side the room who did not know the
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context. Later in the day, Jennings
tweeted “I apologize and ask forgive-
ness,” which Halley noted and said, “I
appreciate her apology & the space she
created to listen.”

In a wrap-up session, the Rev. Frank
Pogue, a co-convener of the conference
who is also canon to the ordinary in the
Diocese of Georgia, said that while the
incident was unfortunate, “it’s also
sparked, I think, important conversa-
tions that in some cases are leading
toward reconciliation.”

He added, “What we need to do is take
opportunities life gives us, to begin to
build the beloved community that we all
long for.”

Throughout the conference, Curry
and other speakers emphasized the need
to focus continuously on Jesus in their
evangelism efforts, as part of “deepening
faith formation of Episcopalians.”
Curry’s clarion call from the day he took
office has been “We are the Episcopal
branch of the Jesus Movement.” He
poked a bit of fun at himself: “I’m a one-
note Charlie,” he said. “And y’all knew it
when you elected me.”

Video of the plenary sessions and
some workshops is available at evangelis-
mmatters.org.

Kirk Petersen

Conflict Escalates
in south Carolina
As Episcopalians and Anglicans in Pitts-
burgh were announcing an out-of-court
settlement of most of the disputes
between them, the battle lines were hard-
ening in south Carolina.

On March 1, the Episcopal Church in
south Carolina filed a series of motions
seeking to broaden the defendant pool in
a federal trademark lawsuit. The suit
seeks to resolve the conflict about which
faction has the right to call itself the
Episcopal Diocese of south Carolina.
Based on a prior ruling, that name cur-
rently is being used by the diocese affili-
ated with the Anglican Church in North
America (ACNA).

In 2013, the Rt. Rev. Charles von-
Rosenberg, then the provisional bishop
of the Episcopal Church’s diocese, lodged

a trademark infringement suit against
the Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence, who had led
dozens of south Carolina churches out
of the Episcopal Church. The most
recent motions seek to add the ACNA
diocese and all of its member churches as
additional defendants, and to prohibit
them from using Episcopal in their
names without explaining that they are
not affiliated with the Episcopal Church.

The motions also ask the federal court
to enforce the August 2017 ruling of the
state supreme Court, which ordered 28
congregations to turn over church build-
ings to the Episcopal Church in south
Carolina.

specifically, the court is asked to order
the 28 churches to remove from their
vestries any persons who are not
“capable of and willing to carry out their
fiduciary obligations to the Episcopal
Church,” and replace them with those
who will turn over the properties.

The ACNA diocese has filed a peti-
tion asking the U.s. supreme Court to
consider the matter, and no property has
changed hands. 

Kirk Petersen
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Agreement on Guns,
sexual Harassment
During its spring meaning, the House of
Bishops agreed to two statements on
March 7.

On the subject of gun violence, the
bishops expressed support for the young
people of Parkland, Florida, who are
calling for elected officials to ban the sale
of assault weapons, prohibit the sale of
high-capacity magazines, and close loop-
holes in background checks.

They also noted that others seek to
ban the sale of bump stocks, raise the age
to 21 years to purchase firearms, or chal-
lenge the National Rifle Association to
support safe-gun legislation.

“We, the bishops of the Episcopal
Church, wholeheartedly support and
join with the youth in this call to action,”
they said. “At the same time, we
acknowledge that black and brown youth
have continuously challenged the United
states to address the gun violence that
they and their communities are experi-
encing. We repent that, as bishops, we
have failed to heed their call.”

On sexual harassment, gender-based
violence, gender bias, and gender
inequality, the bishops observed that
their gathering was the first since the
#MeToo movement began.

“We continue our own work of recon-
ciliation within our branch of God’s
Church, honoring what we have learned
and accomplished, as well as acknowl-
edging the distance we still must travel.
Reconciliation is the long work of
healing offered by the spirit, made pos-
sible by grace, which requires our truth-
telling and repentance,” they said.

“Many of us have experienced sexual
harassment and perhaps sexual violence.
Bishops who are women know the
‘MeToo’ experience. some bishops who
are men know it as well. We live with
different experiences of the cultural
endowment of power. We know the
Church has fallen short of our responsi-
bility to listen and respond. In this time
of heightened awareness it is with greater
intention that we now invite the church
to a deeper examination of what God
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intends for our relationships.”
The bishops will convene an open

meeting at General Convention (5:15
p.m. on July 4) to hear the stories of
those who have been victims of sexual
harassment and violence in the church.

‘Protect Children,
Not Guns’
Episcopalians gathered in springfield,
Massachusetts, outside the headquarters
of smith & Wesson Corp. to rally behind
sTOP sELLING AssAULT WEAPONs signs.
Episcopalians in Trenton, New Jersey,
participated in a 12-hour Day of Lamen-
tation over gun violence. students of
Episcopal schools from New York to
Florida walked out of class to participate
in a nationwide call to action.

student-led demonstrations across the
country and dozens of separate events at
Episcopal cathedrals and churches coin-
cided March 14 to mark one month since
the deadly high school shootings in
Parkland, Florida. Though independ-
ently organized, the variety of events —
on what was billed by youth organizers
as National Walkout Day — served to
underscore a common push for political
action to address the seemingly relent-
less outbreak of mass shootings in the
United states.

“This is the only developed nation in
the world that has a gun death problem at
the rate we do,” New Jersey Bishop Chip
stokes said in his sermon at a Eucharist
held at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in
Trenton. “Those of us who oppose it
need to get in the face of the problem and
cry out in the name of the Lord.”

such calls have been growing since 17
students and educators were shot and
killed Feb. 14 at Marjory stoneman Dou-
glas High school. A 19-year-old former
student has been charged in the massacre.

The series of Episcopal events on
March 14, coordinated by Bishops United
Against Gun Violence, included services,
prayers, tolling bells, and in some cases a
more direct form of advocacy.

An estimated 100 or more demon-
strators, led by young people and inter-
faith leaders, including the bishops of the
Diocese of Western Massachusetts and
the Diocese of Massachusetts, stood for
an hour outside the smith & Wesson

facility in springfield. PROTECT CHILDREN
/ NOT GUNs, read one protest sign.

smith & Wesson made the guns used
in the mass shootings in Parkland, in
Aurora, Colorado, and in san Bernardino,
California.

At the end of the hour, the student
leaders delivered three demands to the
guards at the smith & Wesson visitor
center. They hope for a meeting with
company leaders within the next 30 days.
They are asking the manufacturer to stop
selling military-grade weapons to the
civilian population and to create a com-
munity compensation fund to help bear
the costs related to gun violence.

such events shared the spotlight with
the day’s widespread classroom walkouts
and student-led demonstrations against
gun violence. At the Episcopal-rooted
Grace Church school in New York, stu-
dents in grades 4 through 12 linked
hands to surround the school, and they
placed flowers in memory of a school
aide who was shot and killed near the
school on Nov. 1, 2017.

David Paulsen and
Mary Frances Schjonberg, ENS

Meghan Markle,
Anglican Convert
Meghan Markle, soon to marry into the
British royal family, was baptized and
confirmed by the Archbishop of Canter-
bury. The dual ceremony took place at st.
James’s Palace in London on March 6.
Press reports said Prince Charles attended
with his wife, the Duchess of Cornwall.

The marriage of Prince Harry to the
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(Continued on page 11)
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previously divorced actress is an indica-
tion of change in British church and
society. The actress was married to film
producer Trevor Engelson, but the union
ended in 2013. It is understood the
Archbishop of Canterbury gave the
couple his blessing and he will perform
the wedding ceremony in Windsor on
May 19.

In December 1936 King Edward VIII
gave up the throne to marry Mrs. Wallis
simpson, an American divorcée. Like-
wise in the 1950s, Princess Margaret,
younger sister of Queen Elizabeth II, was
prevented from marrying the divorced
Captain Peter Townsend.

The former Suits actress is under no
compulsion to become an Anglican to
marry Prince Harry. It is understood her
decision was taken as a mark of respect
for Queen Elizabeth, who is supreme
Governor of the Church of England.
Markle is now identified as Protestant,
but she attended a Roman Catholic
school. Her father, Thomas Markle, is an
Episcopalian.

John Martin

Brazilian Primate:
Fight for Equality
The Primate of the Anglican Episcopal
Church in Brazil, Francisco de Assis da
silva, has called on men and women in
the church to work together in the fight
for gender equality.

Francisco, who leads the Diocese of
south-Western Brazil in addition to his
role as primate, said in an open letter,
“We live in a time of setbacks sponsored
by those who hold power in the Brazilian
state. Violence against women has
widened. The exclusion of social rights
has become systematic against the most
vulnerable segments of society and, of
course, women are the biggest victims.”

He said that the National Congress,
Brazil’s Parliament, had pushed issues of
women’s interests to the background
while pursuing “conservative stances,”

including measures to repeal or diminish
the Disarmament statute, which limits
the ownership of guns and ammunition.
“It is good to remember that if this
easing happens the statistics of femicide
will only tend to increase,” he said.

statistics published by local news web-
site  G1 show that violence against
women in the country continues to rise,
with killings of women rising by 6.5 per-
cent in 2017 in comparison with 2016.
The website highlights figures showing
that of the 126 women killed in a single
week six months ago, only one case
resulted in a trial.

separately, the Brazilian Public secu-
rity Forum (BPsF) released figures
showing that women were murdered at
a rate of 4.3 per 100,000 in Brazil last
year. Almost a quarter of the violent
deaths of women that occurred in Brazil
last year — 946 of 4,473 — were caused
by femicide, the gender-motivated
killing of women. Brazil’s former Presi-
dent, Dilma Rousseff, pushed through a
law in 2015 that introduced tougher
penalties for people convicted of femi-
cide. Despite this, there has been an
increase in the number of cases, the
BPsF reported.

“We have much to explore on this
journey to gender equality,” he said. “We
must continue fighting and this fight is
for all people of good will. Men and
women are called to commit to a new
look, a new way and to build another
possible world.

“This new look comes from a liber-
ating hermeneutics, and from the eyes
of people who know the oppression.

“Thus, we challenge our dioceses,
parishes, and missions to support or
make visible actions in favor of the rights
of our women, whether in the liturgical
spaces or in other spaces of Brazilian
society.

“As episcopal people, let us join efforts
to make the nuclei of the Union of Epis-
copal Women of Anglican Brazil, the
beacons of hope and presence of the
Kingdom of God in their neighbor-
hoods, in their regions and in their cities,
every day of the year.

“We are people called to renew our
understanding and our commitment to
the Gospel that rises against all forms of
discrimination.”

ACNS
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Welby Decries 
Climate Change
On a lightning three-day visit to Fiji, the
Archbishop of Canterbury has made a
ringing public call for climate action.
Archbishop Justin Welby attended the
annual gathering of the Anglican pri-
mates of Australia, Melanesia, Papua New
Guinea, and Aotearoa, New Zealand, and
Polynesia.

speaking at a public welcome by the
president of Fiji, Major-General (Ret.)
Jioji Konrote, in a traditional ceremony
in the capital city of suva, the archbishop
said he counted it “a particular privilege
to be in Fiji — which is playing such an
important role in the worldwide cam-
paign to change humanity’s attitude to
climate change.”

The president referred to Welby’s
book Reimaging Britain: Foundations for
Hope (due May 8). The archbishop said
he had become aware of an error in his
book. “In it I say that the issues of climate
change are our duty to our descendants,
to our children, and grandchildren. Well,
that is true. But when you come to Fiji
and listen to the stories of what is hap-
pening to the oceans, they are an issue
for today as well, as important for today
as for the future.”

He said Fiji’s leadership in the global
climate action was vital. “Here the
oceans are rising, in much of Africa the
deserts are spreading — in other places
climate change is bringing storms on a
scale that we have not seen before. It is
the greatest challenge we face. And yet
not every nation believes that it is a
problem.”

The Oceania archbishops met in a
closed session to discuss mission in
Oceania and plans for the 2020 Lambeth
Conference. Finally, Archbishop Welby
joined with the other archbishops in a
symbolic event, boarding  Uto Ni
Yalo and sailing out to a sandbank in
suva Harbor where they celebrated the
Eucharist, waters lapping at their feet.

John Martin
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Gray-Reeves to Resign
The Rt. Rev. Mary Gray-Reeves, Bishop
of El Camino Real since November 2007,
has announced her plan to conclude her
diocesan ministry in January 2020.

“Many will wonder what I am doing
after my tenure here is com-
pleted. The answer is that I do
not yet know,” she said. “I will
not run for election in another
diocese. Personal considerations
include needing more flexibility
in my schedule, regaining bal-
ance in my personal life.”

Gray-Reeves said the work of a bishop
is demanding — and that the Diocese of
El Camino Real is not ordinary.

“A leader who will harness the con-
siderable energy, gifts and spiritual depth
of this diocese will be needed to engage
the spirit’s call on our church and the
ministry we share with our neighbor-
hood partners. Our transition will be
orderly and in the best interest of the
church. Fresh energy will allow us not to
miss a beat as we seek to live out God’s
calling as a diocese.”

POsTCARD FROM LONDON

stephen Hawking, RIP
Martin Rees, a former Astronomer
Royal, has said of his lifelong friend
astrophysicist stephen Hawking, who
died March 14: “Few, if any, of Einstein’s
successors have done more to deepen
our insights into gravity, space, and
time.”

His early career in the 1960s was by all
accounts an exciting time for physics at
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(Continued on next page)

Cambridge. It was the decade when the-
ories began to emerge about the Big
Bang and black holes. By the end of the
1970s, Hawking became the Lucasian
Professor of Mathematics, a post once
held by Isaac Newton.

The film The Theory of Everything draws
on the experience of Hawking’s first wife,
Jane Wilde, who shared his life for 25
years with awesome dedication and self-
sacrifice. Hawking is played by Eddie
Redmayne, depicting his very human
struggle as a brilliant mind comes to
terms with the onset of motor neurone
disease. Redmayne stated of Hawking’s
death: “We have lost a truly beautiful
mind, an astonishing scientist and the
funniest man I have ever had the
pleasure to meet.”

“My expectations were reduced to
zero when I was 21,” Hawking once said
in a New York Times interview. “Every-
thing since then has been a bonus.” A
man given just a couple of years to live
confounded expectations by living to the
age of 76. It is testament both to the
strength of his mind and determination,

Gray-Reeves
stephen and Jane Hawking RV1864/Flickr photo
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the support of his family, caregivers, and
his fellow scientists. Technical advances
in communication devices played a huge
part in propelling him to celebrity.

Despite huge physical limitations,
being confined to a wheelchair and
requiring a speech synthesizer, he had a
rare gift among academics of an ability to
engage with popular culture. He
appeared on both The Simpsons and Star
Trek: The Next Generation. 

He told a  New York Times reporter,
“My advice to other disabled people
would be, concentrate on things your
disability doesn’t prevent you doing well,
and don’t regret the things it interferes
with. Don’t be disabled in spirit, as well
as physically.”

The image of a powerful mind in a
crumpled body powerfully raised issues
of faith, purpose, and the problem of suf-
fering. An important subplot in the film

Hawking
(Continued from previous page)

tegration, and the resolution that they’ve
drafted, which has several parts, speaks
very clearly of wanting to move ahead
with this,” said Hiltz, who attended the
Cuban church’s annual synod February
23-25. “Like any resolution, there’s never
a guarantee that it’s going to pass; I’m
anticipating it will pass.”

In the meantime, the Episcopal
Church has already been taking meas-
ures to prepare for the possible return to
it of the Cuban church, Hiltz said. There’s
discussion, for example, on providing
financial assistance to the Cuban church
in the form of “block grants,” which the
U.s.-based church provides to dioceses
in need. TEC is also planning to put
together a working group tasked with
“seeing the transition through as
smoothly and effectively as possible,” he
said.

still, Hiltz said, no matter what deci-
sion is made about the Episcopal Church
in Cuba this summer, some connection
with the Anglican Church of Canada will
remain.

“There will always be a relationship
between our church and Cuba,” he said.

Tali Folkins, Anglican Journal

Church of England’s
safeguarding Travails
The Church of England is experiencing
an ordeal as its attitudes about accusa-
tions of child sexual abuse by clergy are
raked over by a public inquiry. George
Pitcher, a former media officer on the
staff of Lambeth Palace, has testified that
that the church’s attitude to abuse was to
stonewall.

Pitcher, who worked during the
tenure of Archbishop Rowan Williams,
said staff had tried to shield him from
knowledge of events. Testifying at the
Independent Inquiry into Child sex
Abuse (IICsA), Lord Williams said there
was a mindset in the church that
ordained ministers were beyond criti-
cism. This was “definitely a problem”
when it came to preventing and dealing
with abuse.

Archbishop Justin Welby requested
the three weeks of public hearings by the
IICsA. This will not be the end of the
matter, and more of the church’s deal-
ings will be examined in future hearings.

is the contrast of Jane’s faith and
Hawking’s views. Quite early in the film
Jane joins the Hawking family for
sunday lunch.

“You haven’t said why you don’t
believe in God,” she says.

He responds: “A physicist can’t allow
his calculations to be muddled by a belief
in a supernatural creator.”

This earns a feisty response: “sounds
less an argument against God than
against physicists.”

Throughout his career, Hawking
seemed to teeter on the edge of faith. He
is said to have occasionally attended a
Baptist church in Cambridge. His friend
Lord Rees has urged people not to put
much weight on his theological views,
not least because he had read little the-
ology.

Addressing the question of why the
universe exists, he wrote in A Brief His-
tory of Time (1988): “If we find the
answer to that, it would be the ultimate
triumph of human reason — for then we
would know the mind of God.” Hawking
later said he meant that “we would know
everything God knows, if there was a
God, which there isn’t.”

He continued to play a cat-and-mouse
game on the subject. “If I say I believe in
God, everyone will immediately claim
that I believe in the same God they
believe in,” he told journalist Andrew
Graystone. “so I won’t say at all.”

John Martin

Canada-Cuba Ties
Will Remain
The Anglican Church of Canada will
continue to have some sort of a relation-
ship with the church in Cuba even if —
as appears likely — it becomes a diocese
of the Episcopal Church (TEC), says
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada.

General Convention is expected to
vote this July on a resolution to reinte-
grate the Episcopal Church in Cuba after
the Cuban church voted three years ago
to return. The resolution seems likely to
pass, Hiltz said in an interview Monday,
March 5.

“I think all the indicators are that the
task force … are supporting — and
wholeheartedly supporting — the rein-

news | April 8, 2018
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The initial sessions have focused on the
Diocese of Chichester, in which a
number of pedophile clergy and a
former suffragan bishop were eventually
jailed. The Rt. Rev. Peter Ball, former
Bishop of Lewes, was jailed for sexual
assault. 

The Rt. Rev. Martin Warner, Bishop of
Chichester, made public accusations the
against the much-revered Bishop George
Bell. He told the IICsA that he was
shocked when he gradually became
aware of attitudes and procedures in the
south coast diocese. He found a culture
of “pride and arrogance” that stood in
the way of adequate safeguarding.

The Rt. Rev. George Carey, in a
written statement to the IICsA, said he
had not been aware of abuse in Chich-
ester during his years as Archbishop of
Canterbury (1991 to 2002). There are
questions about his later handling of the
case of Bishop Peter Ball. 

The IICsA has heard from survivors,
and their testimony has drawn apologies
from bishops in attendance. The Rt. Rev.
Alan Wilson, Bishop of Hertford, told
the IICsA he believed responsibility for
safeguarding should be taken from the
church and made the remit of an inde-
pendent body.

John Martin

Bishop Matthews
to Resign in May
After almost 10 tumultuous years at the
helm of the Diocese of Christchurch,

New Zealand, Bishop Victoria
Matthews has announced her
plan to resign on May 1.

“This beautiful diocese has
been through many challenges
brought about by earthquakes,

wind, fire, and floods,” she said in a spe-
cial edition of Christchurch’s Anglican e-
Life newsletter. “But through it all,
people have been their best selves by
helping others, working together, and
finding new ways of doing things.”

In a message broadcast to her diocese,
Matthews said she is stepping down
simply because she believes her Lord told
her to do so.

“I’m not retiring and I’m not in ill
health, I am merely following where my
savior is leading me, wherever that may

be,” she said. she was “happy the Cathe-
dral reinstatement is going ahead. I am
particularly pleased we opted to put
restoration of our relationship with the
wider community in first place.”

Archbishop Philip Richardson relayed
the news of her resignation to the House
of Bishops: “I know you will join with me
in giving thanks to God for Bishop Vic-
toria’s faithfulness to Christ and her per-
sonal courage and resilience through a
time of unprecedented challenge in the
life of the Diocese of Christchurch and of
our Church as a whole.”

John Martin

Women’s Caucus 
Work Accomplished
Episcopal Women’s Caucus has decided
to disband. “After 47 years of facilitating
transformation in the Episcopal Church,
the Episcopal Women’s Caucus is taking
the bold step of sunsetting the Caucus so
that justice for women — lay and
ordained — can continue to be pursued
in the Church in new ways with new
goals,” the caucus said in a statement.

“Founded in 1971, the Episcopal
Women’s Caucus was formed to be a
change agent in the Episcopal Church.
Through political means, the Caucus
had a singular strategic goal: to gain for

women the right and privilege to be
ordained to the priesthood and conse-
crated to the episcopate. The Episcopal
Women’s Caucus has accomplished this.”

The group said the work for equity
and justice was far from complete. “The
Church needs more women clergy
serving in positions of leadership,
including large congregations, cathedrals
and the episcopate. The #MeToo Move-
ment has made it clear the Church is as
involved in sexual harassment, miscon-
duct, and abuse as any other institution
in our society.”
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Matthews

Perumbalath

Theologian to Lead 
Chelmsford
An Indian-born theologian has been
appointed Bishop of Bradwell, a suf-
fragan bishopric in the Diocese of
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Chelmsford
(Continued from previous page)

news | April 8, 2018

Chelmsford. John Perumbalath, 52, was
raised in the ancient syrian community
of Kerala, which comprises one of the
biggest concentrations of Christians in
the Indian subcontinent.

He trained at the Union Biblical sem-
inary at Pune, North India. Before his
ordination he was a church youth worker
and worked for three years as a theolog-
ical educator. He was a parish priest in
the Diocese of Calcutta (Church of
North India) from 1995 to 2001. He
served on the General synod of CNI and
on its theological commission.

After coming to England, he served
in three parish posts in the Diocese of
Rochester and as its urban officer. He
was appointed the Archdeacon of
Barking (Chelmsford) in 2013.

He is a member of General synod;
chairman of the Committee for Minority
Ethnic Anglican Concerns and the
London Churches Refugee Network; and
a former trustee of the Anglican mission
agency UsPG. He succeeds Bishop John
Wraw, who died of cancer last July.

John Martin

Five Lambeth Details
Momentum is gathering for the next
Lambeth Conference, to be held in Can-
terbury July 24 to August 3, 2020. Arch-
bishop Justin Welby has announced that
the theme will be “God’s Church for
God’s World: Walking, Listening, and
Witnessing Together.”

“This is a significant event in the his-
tory of our extraordinary global family
as we seek God’s direction for an
Anglican Communion equipped for the
21st century,” he said. 

Here are five facts about Lambeth
2020:

• The Conference already has a stand-
alone website at lambethconference.org.
At least 900 people will be invited for
2020, and invitations go out later this
year.

• For the first time, there will be a joint

program for bishops and spouses.
Bishops’ spouses have attended before in
a parallel conference.

• It will be shorter. The first Lambeth,
so called because it met at Lambeth
Palace, lasted four days and drew 76
bishops. By 2008 it had swelled to three
weeks.

• From 1878, Lambeth Conferences
were generally scheduled every 10 years.
One exception was the conference of
1897, which met a year early because of
the 13th centennial celebrations of st.
Augustine’s arrival in Kent. Meeting in
2020 breaks from this sequence because
Archbishop Welby sought more time for

consultation and planning.
• It became a residential event based

in Canterbury in 1978. Archbishop
Michael Ramsey reportedly dozed off at
least once during proceedings in 1968.

John Martin

Corrections
Monthly blood-pressure screenings at st.
Paul African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Berkeley, California, began in
2014 [“Faith, Friendship, and Better
Health,” March 28]. Annual screenings
have been offered at the church since the
1990s. The church has hosted one cancer
workshop to date.

Expansion in Topeka
The completion of a $5 million construction project has opened new
space to Grace Episcopal Cathedral in Topeka, the Diocese of Kansas,
and the Bishop Kemper school for Ministry, The Topeka Capital-
Journal reports.

The massive project means the twin-spired cathedral at 701 sW 8th
street has a sparkling new parish hall for its various social functions
and large-group gatherings.

Meanwhile, the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas has new offices built
just east of the Great Hall. The Bishop Kemper school for Ministry,
which provides training for lay people to be ordained in the Episcopal
Church, has new classrooms in a renovated area on the lower level of
the church’s west side.
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A #MeToo Moment
in the Church?
General Convention’s 47-woman special 
committee on sexual harassment and
exploitation raises questions about church
discipline, prevention of misconduct,
and the committee’s limitations.

By G. Jeffrey MacDonald
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(Continued on next page)

The Episcopal Church is on track to become the first major Christian
denomination to confront a history of sexual harassment in the
church in the wake of the #MeToo movement, which has triggered a
torrent of allegations across industries and toppled powerful men
from Harvey Weinstein to Charlie Rose.

But early efforts to bring painful stories to light and seek justice are already
consumed in debate about what is needed and what will work.

Observers agree that establishing a system can help assure due process, rather
than finger-pointing that leads to abrupt firings and unresolved questions. Yet
they differ on what will be needed to ensure churchwide buy-in and fairness for
victims and accused alike.

That General Convention would take up the emotionally charged subject of
sexual harassment this summer in Austin became a given on Feb. 28. That was
when the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president of the House of Deputies,
announced the appointment of a 47-member special committee to propose leg-
islation on sexual harassment and exploitation. One week later, the House of
Bishops announced a July 4 forum at which victims of sexual harassment and
violence in the church can tell their stories as General Convention begins.

“We know the church has fallen short of our responsibility to listen and
respond,” the bishops said in a statement. “In this time of heightened awareness,
it is with greater intention that we now invite the church to a deeper examina-
tion of what God intends for our relationships.”

In what ways has the church fallen short? If anonymous stories are any indi-
cation, sexual harassment has been an all too common experience for women
in the priesthood. A new Litany of Penance for Ash Wednesday, compiled by
conveners of two sexual harassment subcommittees, delivers a sampling of what
women say they have faced:

• “The rector I worked for called me into his office, and when I opened the
door, he was standing there with his pants down. When I shared this with a
male colleague, he said, ‘Oh, that’s just the way he is.’”

• “A member said to me, ‘How am I supposed to concentrate on the Bible
when there are breasts in the pulpit?’”

• “When I shared explicit acts of sexual harassment I’d endured at the church
where I served, the bishop told me, ‘Well, good luck getting another job if you
make a big deal out of this.’”

“Any woman who wears a collar has these stories, seething just underneath
the skin,” write the litany’s authors, the Rev. Laurie Brock and the Rev. Megan
Castellan, in a postscript. “For most of us, we have so many they blur together
into a giant mass of discomfort and scarcely-remembered sweeties, honeys, and
forced grins at comments about our breasts.”

The committee will explore how such personal accounts might come to light
and how perpetrators might be held accountable. One of five subcommittees
will craft a truth-and-reconciliation process to address experiences with sexual
harassment in the church. Another will examine potential changes to the Title
IV disciplinary process. 

But even before the committee’s work begins, its lack of gender diversity —

That General
Convention would
take up the emotionally
charged subject of
sexual harassment
this summer in Austin
became a given on
Feb. 28.



A #MeToo Moment in the Church?
(Continued from previous page)

all 47 members are women — is raising eyebrows and
prompting concerns. Jennings said people have been ask-
ing why the committee has no men.

“There are no men in the church who have demon-
strated significant public leadership on these issues,” Jen-
nings said in a statement via email, sent by a public
relations agency after she declined to be interviewed. “And
of the many people who volunteered to serve on this com-
mittee, none were men.” 

When asked whether any men were invited to serve on
the committee, Jennings declined to respond. she said the
appointed women bring relevant expertise to their work,
adding that men will have ample opportunity to weigh in
after legislative proposals have reached General Conven-
tion. 

some applaud the women-only composition of the
committee.

“It is long past time that we privilege and amplify the
voices of the women that have been the targets of systemic
sexism and misogyny that have resulted in harassment and
exploitation in the church,” said the Rev. susan Russell,
senior associate for communications at All saints Church
in Pasadena, California. “Men have been abused and
exploited, too, absolutely. But what we’re talking about in
this particular context at this particular moment is those
who have been targeted as a result of systemic sexism and
misogyny. And those are women.”

Others say the committee would have benefited from
more perspectives on an issue that involves both women
and men.

“I really think there was an opportunity that’s been
missed” by leaving men off the committee, said Doug
Billings, a member of Holy Cross Faith Memorial Church
in Pawleys Island, south Carolina. “If a bunch of men are
in a room talking with each other, you’re going to have a
different perspective than if a bunch of women are in a
room talking together. But if you get the two together and
interacting, maybe we learn something.”

Outside observers said the decision to exclude men sug-
gests experiences of sexual harassment in the church are
still very raw. If sexual harassment in the church had been
discussed more openly to date, then the issue might have
garnered more advocacy among men, said Ron simkins,
director of the Kripke Center for the study of Religion and
society at Creighton University.

“There seems to be no male buy-in to this process,”
simkins said. Buy-in will be crucial, he said, especially in
the wake of a #MeToo movement in which “an accusation
is enough to damn a person [and] suddenly their profes-
sional career is at a standstill.”  

He wondered if a power play might be in the works to
ensure the committee faces no resistance at General Con-
vention.

“Maybe this is the point: by having an all-female com-
mittee that brings these things forth to the larger bodies,
are we stacking the deck?” simkins said. Deputies and
bishops, he said, might think: I dare not vote against this
because I’ll come across as a heel, a chauvinist, or a sexist. 

Even if the committee’s resolutions do pass both houses,
they will not be widely implemented because the process is
not inclusive from the beginning, said Colby Bruno, senior
legal counsel at the Victim Rights Law Center, a national
nonprofit law firm based in Boston. 

“That’s the issue with an all-female committee — it
doesn’t work,” she said. “If you have a culture of sexual
harassment against women and you have only women cre-
ating the policies and protocols, what man is going to think
the policies and protocols are equal and fair? They’re not
because the men are going to think they’re on a witch hunt.”

Having men join the process at General Convention is
too late, she said, because by then the committee’s credibil-
ity has already been compromised.

“The first step of the process needs to have the most buy-
in, the most credibility, because it’s the root,” Bruno said.
“If you don’t have it at the first step, then it’s really hard to
say you’re going to be able to implement it down the road.”

Unlawful sexual harassment refers to behavior that tar-
gets another person on the basis of the person’s sex. It can
be sexual in nature, such as making unwanted sexual
advances or requesting sexual favors, according to the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. But it does
not have to be sexual. For instance, when a hostile envi-
ronment is created through offensive comments about
women in general, that too constitutes unlawful harass-
ment, according to the EEOC. The harasser can be a super-
visor, colleague, or a non-employed person, such as a
customer or parishioner. 

How much sexual harassment has occurred in various
Episcopal Church settings is unknown because incidents
are seldom addressed publicly.
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Misconduct of all sorts can be discovered, adjudicated,
and punished through processes that run under the public
radar. Likewise, when misconduct does go public, its nature
can be withheld, leaving observers to wonder if the misbe-
havior was financial, sexual, or something else — as was the
case in 2016 when, after a four-month misconduct investi-
gation, two senior administrators at the Episcopal Church
Center were fired for reasons that were never disclosed.

Thus, clarifying and classifying misconduct within the
church is no easy task. The disciplinary processes, privacy
of victims, legal injunctions, demands for justice, and the
desire to prevent future victimization can all come into
conflict when clergy and lay staff have failed to live up to
the church’s standards. Under these conditions, discipline
is quietly doled out for reasons unknown to many.

How public should accusations of sexual harassment
be? By proposing legislation, the new committee aims to
bring sexual harassment out of the church shadows and
into the light, where it can be confronted. But questions
abound regarding how best to structure a process that can
lead to truth-telling, repentance, new safeguards, and rec-
onciliation.

some say alleged perpetrators must be named publicly,
just as dozens already have been as a result of the #MeToo
movement. It is necessary to call them out, even before an
investigation has begun, Bruno said. Informing potential
future victims may help prevent further victimization. 

she said a fair process would involve an independent
adjudicator, such as an attorney trained in evaluating evi-
dence, assessing the merits of individual claims. If harass-
ment charges do not pass muster, then exoneration would
be publicized to clear the accused’s name. 

A restorative justice process that aims to mediate agree-
ments and reconciliation between parties will not suffice,
in Bruno’s view, because power imbalances remain and
parties are never truly satisfied with the results.

“I would caution against these informal processes where
people think they’re going to solve everything,” Bruno said.
“There are a lot of people out there who advocate for
restorative justice. I just have never seen it work.”

When alleged behaviors involve lawbreaking and vio-
lence, the church should report such crimes to authorities
and await adjudication in secular courts, simkins said. In
cases of sexual harassment, he said, public confession will
be a necessary part of true repentance.

“I can see a person saying, I’m willing to confess to my
bishop or even to a body of bishops, but I don’t want my
parish to know,’” simkins said. “But secrecy just breeds fur-
ther abuse.”

Others, however, believe it’s often better for the church
not to go public with accusations and names of the
accused.

“Libel is definitely a big issue, particularly if you take an
issue that could have been handled discreetly and make it
a public event,” said Myron steeves, an attorney and
founder of the Church Law Center of California, a law firm
that represents churches. 

steeves suggested parishes need processes whereby alle-
gations can be heard discreetly and addressed promptly.
These could include designating one person to receive
complaints and establishing protocol for candid conversa-
tions with the accused. Rectors could summon staff,
encouraging them to meet with the accused privately and
identify past incidents or patterns. 

Parish leaders should communicate to their flocks that
allegations will be taken seriously, steeves said. But that
does not mean a church has to invite publicity for scandals.

“To meet with a staff member and say, In light of what
you have acknowledged, you ought to move on, is far supe-
rior to having someone from the congregation draw up the
light and force a 24-hour firing,” steeves said. 

For its part, the House of Deputies’ special committee
has not yet discussed how a truth-and-reconciliation
process might work. Brock and others on the committee
declined to comment. Castellan, convener of the subcom-
mittee on Title IV and Training, did not respond to request
for comment.  

Observers agree the church is wise to be proactive,
design processes, and handle past events in an orderly
manner, rather than wait and react to what could become
a slew of public accusations. Having a system, they say, can
increase the likelihood of due process and fair treatment.

But the particulars could have far-reaching effects on
whether victims feel vindicated or once again ignored;
whether the accused are publicly shamed, fired, or allowed
to carry on; and whether acts of sexual harassment remain
church secrets or become known to the world. 

“Churches need to make sure that they are consistent with
the current values of realizing there is a serious problem
here,” steeves said. “And we need to be prepared for it.” o
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Foxes have dens and birds have nests,
but a homelessness crisis of “epic and
heartbreaking proportions” in Los
Angeles is bringing weary people to a
Koreatown church parking lot. Home-
lessness in Los Angeles is so bad that the
Los Angeles Times editorial board
recently asked, “How can a place with
58,000 homeless people continue to
function?” Headlines about the city’s
homeless people have spread around the
world in the last five years, but the cri-
sis continues to deepen. One example:
last year, the city began enforcing an
ordinance that prohibits people who live
in their cars from parking on any resi-
dential street between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.

The city’s churches, such as St. Mary’s
in Koreatown, are trying to discern a
way to help. St. Mary’s has responded
by opening its parking lot to those in
need, with overnight security and a
portable restroom. The Rev. Anna
Olson, rector at St. Mary’s, told
Matthew Townsend about the parish’s
decision to pilot this program in part-
nership with Safe Parking L.A.

How did St. Mary’s go about decid-
ing to partner with Safe Parking
L.A.?
We were connected to safe Parking
L.A. by an interfaith organization that
I’ve worked with on many issues over
the years, CLUE (Clergy and Laity
United for Economic Justice). st.
Mary’s had been looking for the right
opportunity to lend a hand in the city-
wide effort to address the crisis of
homelessness in L.A. When we met
with the safe Parking folks, they

seemed to have a plan that would
work for what we were able to offer
and the political and community rela-
tionships to make it happen.

Have you started hosting people?
How has it gone?
We have started in a low-key kind of
way. so far, so good; already [there has
been] some nice interaction between
guests and parishioners.

The expectation is that working up
to the 10 vehicles we have committed
to will take some time, and that time
will give us all a chance to work
through any bumps. There are a lot of
people who need to work together to
make it all work — safe Parking L.A.,
the church, guests themselves, social
service providers, local police, city
attorney, city and county govern-
ments, other communities that use

our space, neighbors, and so on. so,
we expect it to be some work to make
the model a reality on the ground.
That’s why someone has to go first!
Hopefully each new site will learn
from the existing models. We’ve
already learned from models in other
cities and one L.A. United Methodist
congregation that has done a similar
project under a different model with
different partners.

Is this in response to the ordinance
that effectively forbids people sleep-
ing in their cars in residential areas?
I don’t completely understand the
very complicated regulations about
who can park and sleep where in L.A.,
but my understanding of the reality on
the ground is that it is very difficult to
live in a vehicle long term without
accumulating citations and parking
tickets, which can create an insur-
mountable burden for an individual
or family that is already in economic
crisis. I live about 1.5 miles from the
church and I see daily evidence of
people living in vehicles (as well as
tents and in the open) in my residen-
tial neighborhood.

I know there have also been recent
legal changes here that make it more
possible for faith communities to pro-
vide temporary shelter either indoors
or outdoors for unhoused neighbors.

How would you explain a ban on
overnight parking to someone unfa-
miliar with the role that cars can
play for homeless people, especially
in a place like L.A.?

— TWENTY MINUTEs WITH ANNA OLsON —

safety in a Church’s
Parking Lot
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For many families and individuals
experiencing economic crisis, the car
is the last “indoor” space they are able
to hang onto. L.A.’s mild climate
makes sleeping in a vehicle viable
most nights of the year and provides
protection from the elements, some
minimal security, and a place to store
personal belongings. Many people
who live in cars are employed, often
using gym memberships or family
member’s homes to take care of
hygiene needs. Living in a vehicle can
be a way to stay in the neighborhood
where school and work and extended
family and familiar services are close
at hand. At the same time, people who
live in their cars are vulnerable to
crime and to both enforcement and
harassment by police. Many housed
neighbors do not want people living
in vehicles in their neighborhoods,
and trash disposal, cooking, and toilet
facilities are a challenge.

At the same time, we at st. Mary’s
recognize that living in a car is often

the last point in an economic crisis
where people retain a relatively solid
chance of moving back into a more
stable life without first losing every-
thing. Living in a vehicle, with the
mobility, privacy, security, and access
to possessions that provides, is still far
preferable to living on the street or in
many shelter situations. We hope that
by providing the safest and most sta-
ble possible environment for vehicle
dwelling, we give people a chance to
make that the “bottom” of their eco-
nomic crisis, so the next step can be
towards housing and stability.

What should people outside of L.A.
know about homelessness there —
what it’s like, who tends to be home-
less, and how the church is involved?
Homelessness in Los Angeles is a cri-
sis of epic and heartbreaking propor-
tions. I have lived in L.A. for 20 years
and had never seen anything like the
past five or so years. There are people
living in tents and makeshift shelters

everywhere — under every bridge, on
every sort of street, in every public
space. I read a recent estimate of
60,000 people living unsheltered in
Los Angeles County.

The recent massive increase in
homelessness includes many people
who are highly functional, sometimes
employed, and remarkably creative
about making life work on the streets.
The days when most unhoused indi-
viduals showed visible signs of severe
untreated physical or mental illness or
substance abuse are long gone,
although there are, of course, folks
with those issues in the mix. There is
just a tremendous mismatch between
the price of housing and people’s abil-
ity to pay for it. A full-time job at
$12.50/hour brings in a little over
$2,000/month before taxes. One-bed-
room apartments in the church’s low-
income neighborhood start around
$1,500. The math just doesn’t work.

Our mayor has asked every Ange-
leno and particularly every faith com-
munity to find a way to step up on
behalf of our unhoused neighbors.
safe Parking is st. Mary’s first concrete
step beyond donations of food and
toiletries to local social service pro-
grams. We hope that our willingness
to help safe Parking L.A. pilot its pro-
gram will inspire other faith commu-
nities to offer their parking lots as
well. We are also exploring other ways
that we might use our space to partner
with public agencies and local non-
profits who are working in our neigh-
borhood.

How can people pray for the home-
less of L.A.?
Everyone deserves a home in this
world — a place of safety, rest, love,
and protection. No one wants or
deserves to be endangered, exhausted,
lonely, and constantly vulnerable.

I pray that we all will hang on to
and find ways to act on those basic
truths in the face of a world that
allows far too many lives to be
regarded as disposable.  o
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Two schools 
of Congregational

Development
By Kirk Petersen

Marital discord can have
effects far beyond the
married couple. The
Church of England
resulted in part from

Henry VIII’s desire for an annulment.
Less momentously, a marital breakup is
part of the reason there are two large
Episcopal programs — similar in many
ways, yet separate — focused on con-
gregational development.

Both programs are entirely inde-
pendent of the Episcopal Church
Center. More about that later.

Congregational development is the
practice of helping churches grow, both
numerically and spiritually. It draws on
the well-established business discipline
of organizational development, which
studies how organizations perform and
change.

The College for Congregational
Development (CCD) was started in
2009 in the seattle-based Diocese of
Olympia by the Rev. Melissa skelton.

The Diocesan Church
Development Institute
(DCDI) is the successor to
organizations of various
names that have been led
or influenced by the Rev.
Bob Gallagher since the
1970s.

skelton and Gallagher
used to be married. Nei-
ther currently leads these
programs. In 2014, skelton was elected
Bishop of New Westminster in the
Anglican Church of Canada. Gallagher

is “mostly retired” and no longer par-
ticipates in DCDI, but takes on smaller
projects for dioceses and churches.

Both organizations draw rave
reviews from participants. It is difficult
to pin down how the programs differ,
even after talking to nearly a dozen
people. some leaders and former
leaders of the programs declined to talk
about differences, saying they are less
familiar with the other program.

similarities, on the other hand, are
easy to find.

• Each program involves formal
instruction in two successive years,
with the expectation that participants
will apply what they have learned to a
major project in their home parishes in
the year between training sessions.

• Each has been offered in two for-
mats, with formal instruction each
year either in a weeklong intensive or
on four consecutive weekends.

• Each is offered by multiple dioceses,
with some variations between dioceses.

• Each encourages participation by
teams of clergy and lay leaders from the

same church, because the
teams develop common lan-
guage and toolkits.

• Each makes extensive
use of terms and concepts
from the secular field of
organizational develop-
ment, such as cultural
dynamics, conflict resolu-
tion, facilitation skills, lead-
ership in a team context,

and understanding the congregation as
a system.

• Each has two former instructors

who have become bishops. In addition
to skelton, former CCD instructor
Gretchen Rehberg last
year became Bishop of
spokane, the diocese
that shares the state of
Washington with the
Diocese of Olympia.
Former instructors of
DCDI and its predeces-
sors include the Rt. Rev.
steven Miller, Bishop of
Milwaukee, and the Rt.
Rev. scott Benhase, Bishop of Georgia.

Gallagher and skelton met when
she became vice president of adminis-
tration at General Theological semi-
nary. “she was my boss,” Gallagher
said. He was running what was then
called the Parish Development Insti-
tute, which was based at General for a
few years. An ad in a 1996 edition of
TLC names them as co-instructors of
“innovative workshops in congrega-
tional development.”

skelton has an extensive business
background. After two years at Virginia
Theological seminary, she finished her
divinity degree at the University of
Chicago while also completing an
MBA. she was ordained while she was
a brand manager at Procter & Gamble
in the early 1990s. “I’ve got marketing
in my veins,” she said. she later earned
a certificate in organizational develop-
ment from NTL Institutes, a pioneer in
the field since the 1940s.

Gallagher has a master’s degree in
organizational development from
Goddard College, and started doing
congregational development con-

skelton

Gallagher
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sulting in Pennsylvania in
the 1970s. In the early 1980s
he joined the staff of the
Diocese of Connecticut to
create a similar program
that program was a precursor to
DCDI.

The Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel provided
the catalyst for CCD after he was con-
secrated Bishop of Olympia in 2007.
He declared that congregational devel-
opment was one of the top priorities
for his episcopacy. To lead that effort
he turned to skelton, who was rector of
st. Paul’s, near the space Needle in
downtown seattle.

Rickel and skelton both graduated
from DCDI when it was called CDI
Trainers. “There was discussion about
doing CDI in the Diocese of Olympia.
At the time Melissa and I were having
trouble in the marriage,” Gallagher
said. “she didn’t really want to be part
of the CDI system that I was still part
of, and so she created the College for
Congregational Development — which
in format is basically the same thing.”

“The Diocese of Olympia has recog-
nized the extent of its debt to CDI in an
agreement to pay a licensing fee to CDI
Trainers for a five-year period,” Gal-
lagher has written on congregation-
aldevelopment.com.

Rickel said via email that “though all
our attorneys were clear that we did
not have to do this, acknowledging our
debt to them, we did agree to a five-
year fee for that. We are no longer
paying that.” He added, “Over these
years we have both evolved very differ-
ently. I took CDI and I am very grateful
for its vision and what it taught me.”

skelton said via email that CCD has
“drawn on Bishop Greg Rickel’s and my
experience of versions of PDI/CDI over
the years, on my own work with NTL
in Organization Development, on my
own parish experience, and now, more
than ever, on the experience, training,
and contributions of the many direc-
tors and trainers in the program.”

Consciously or otherwise, DCDI has
also borrowed a page from the CCD

playbook by evolving into
a diocese-based organiza-
tion. It previously had
been a national program,
first at seminaries and

then as a standalone organization.
Diocesan was added to Congregational
Development Institute in 2011 to create
DCDI.

Both programs appear in multiple
dioceses across the continent.

CCD spread from Olympia to the
dioceses of Chicago, Northern Cali-
fornia, Rochester, and spokane in the
United states. In Canada, in addition
to Vancouver-based New Westminster,
the Diocese of Ottawa is preparing for
its first class.

DCDI programs are in the dioceses
of Colorado, Georgia, Long Island,
Michigan, Milwaukee, and Northern
Indiana.

CCD in Olympia is now run by the
Rev. Alyssa Newton, who was a
member of skelton’s parish before
being ordained. she
worked with skelton in
establishing the college
before skelton became a
bishop. As canon for con-
gregational development
for the Diocese of
Olympia, she oversees the
network of consultants
who deliver the program
in other dioceses. It’s a
quarter-time position; for the other
three-quarters, she serves as vicar of
st. Columba’s in Kent, a seattle
suburb.

DCDI is led by the congregational
development officers for each diocese,
“and we kind of run it as a team,” said
Peggy Bean, canon for congregations
in the Diocese of Milwaukee.

Both organizations want to maintain
their independence from the Episcopal
Church Center. Leaders of the groups
expressed no hostility for broader
church leadership, but instead stressed
the importance of basing the programs
in dioceses.

Church headquarters is fine with that.

“I think they’re doing brilliant work
and they’re teaching the whole church,
and that’s as it should be,” said the Rev.
stephanie spellers, one of three canons
to the presiding bishop, referring to
both CCD and DCDI.

“I’ve been pointing people and dio-
ceses toward them. I’m saying, ‘Do you
know about the College for Congrega-
tional Development? Do you know
about CDI?’” she said.

she said there has not been a church-
wide congregational development
officer or department since 2009, when
General Convention slashed the budget
in the wake of the financial crisis,
resulting in 40 layoffs. some of the
church planting work done by the Rev.
Tom Brackett [TLC, Oct. 8, 2017] over-
laps with congregational development,
she said, but he focuses on starting new
churches.

“Our entire churchwide system is
saying, we can handle congregational
development really well at the diocesan

and trans-diocesan level,”
spellers said. “We would
love to partner with them,
given the resources.”

Two weeks after spellers
expressed that wish, Execu-
tive Council added a
$500,000 line item for con-
gregational redevelopment
to the budget for the
coming triennium, ear-

marked for “redeveloping declining
congregations.” The budget is subject
to approval at General Convention in
July.

There also is some prospect for part-
nership between the two congrega-
tional development organizations,
which for years have had no contact.

In separate interviews with Bean
and another DCDI leader, the Rev.
Walter Hobgood from the Diocese of
Georgia, each independently broached
the idea of connecting with CCD.

Newton seemed surprised and inter-
ested: “I have never been approached
by anybody in the CDI organization,
but I’ll talk to anybody.” o

Rickel

Newton
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Renewal Works
(If You Work It)

By Kirk Petersen

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham probably is
best known for the cartoons he has
drawn for many years, but he also has
a day job as director of RenewalWorks.
It is a ministry of Forward Movement,
which in turn is a ministry of the Epis-
copal Church. RenewalWorks describes
itself as “a guided methodology of self-
reflection, sharing, and workshop dis-
cussion,” which “challenges parishes to
refocus on spiritual growth and to iden-
tify ways that God is calling them to
grow.” The program recently released a
research report on Episcopal churches
(renewalworks.org/researchsummary),
and I spoke with Sidebotham about it.
The interview has been edited for
length, clarity, and narrative flow.

I write a column called In Search of
Growth. It primarily focuses on
numerical growth, but also on spiri-
tual growth, and of course the two
can go hand in hand. What does
your research show?
A friend asked me, “Why is it that
Buddhist meditation halls, AA meet-

ings, and yoga studios are packed, but
the churches out there are not?” she
opines that it has to do with the prom-
ise of transformation. People come
expecting that they will leave differ-
ently.

Twenty-one percent of our folks are
in churches that are described as
“complacent,” which is basically saying
that they don’t expect any transforma-
tion to happen at all. We had one
church that did RenewalWorks and
they were in that category and they
wrote a new tagline: “st. swithin’s:
We’re spiritually shallow, and fine with
that.” They were kidding, but it was an
interesting bit of self-awareness. Peo-
ple really didn’t expect much to hap-
pen, and that has something of a
self-fulfilling dimension to it. I think
maybe that’s in the Bible.

There’s a lot of expectation of
change in Alcoholics Anonymous or
yoga. That has to be one of our core
values in the Episcopal Church, and it
hasn’t traditionally been. Probably for
centuries, the Episcopal Church func-
tioned by just being the church of
power and the place to go if you
wanted to connect and network. That

has all dissipated, which I think is
probably just fine. We are trying to
help churches find their own path-
ways for growth and transformation.

In addition to the “complacent”
churches, your research character-
izes more than half of Episcopal
churches as “troubled,” and most of
the rest are “extroverted,” or devoted
to service in the world.
Yep. For the troubled thing, there’s a
sense in the churches that they are
looking for more, they want to go
deeper. They would like to grow spiri-
tually and they’re not finding the
avenues to do that. I take that as a
great opportunity. 

The extroverted churches are really
committed to outreach but not exactly
sure why that’s a Jesus thing. That’s
also a great opportunity for clergy. 

The complacent piece I find hard.
Probably only the Holy spirit can
make people want what they don’t
want, or what they don’t know.

You have a section [in the Renewal-
Works report] about how clergy lose
track of why they entered the priest-

spiritual growth comes through personal
practice, intentional service, and a fellowship
enlivened by transformative mysteries.

sidebotham
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hood in the first place, because of
the stresses of being a rector. One of
the reasons must be that our Episco-
pal priests are spread too thinly
across too many churches. There are
so many churches where they share a
part-time rector with the church five
miles down the road. And then the
rector also drives for Uber on the
side to make ends meet.
I think that’s right, I think that’s going
to be a challenge for the future. Part of
our work is trying to get lay leaders to
understand that they’re spiritual lead-
ers. That’s one way we’re going to
enable some of these communities to
keep going, by spreading that sense
that the clergy aren’t the only spiritual
leaders in the community, there’s a
broader sense of ministry to all the
people in the church, so how do you
equip people to do that? 

Churches need to say, what are we
doing and how can we do fewer things
better? How can we focus on our core
mission, and are there things that we
can stop doing? That’s a hard conver-
sation. It’s not unlike the conversation
the bishops have about whether some
churches need to be closed. I pray for

bishops because I think it must be a
really hard job, to try to figure out
how you address the need for closing
churches. I run across that need in
every diocese.

We can help clergy reconnect with
why they got into this work in the first
place. so much of the work of clergy
removes them from that original call-
ing and passion and excitement. In
any job there’s stuff you have to do so
you can do the part you like to do, but
I think that for clergy, working on
their own discipleship, their own joy
in a relationship with God, is just
really critical. I run across a lot of
clergy who seem really bummed out
and tired. 

I don’t think we raise clergy in the
Episcopal Church to be teachers in local
parishes. I think for generations we’ve
focused on them as pastors, which is
obviously indispensable, but some of
these places that seem to be thriving
have put an emphasis on teaching.

How did you get involved in this
work?
I was the rector of a big church in
Chicago for 10 years, and about seven

years into it, I was working my butt
off, and I was finding that our pledg-
ing and our attendance was flat. I
talked with colleagues about it, and we
decided that flat was the new up. 

It was really what prompted this
work. I said there’s gotta be something
else, we really have to focus on going
deeper in our relationship with God,
our relationship with Christ, and let
the members follow — or not.

I think some churches say they’re
going to focus on spiritual growth,
and that makes some Episcopalians
mad, and they leave. so I don’t neces-
sarily think in the short run that this
work is going to redound to numerical
growth or more pledging units. I think
it will result in growth in vitality; I’m
not always sure it will grow numbers.
And I don’t actually care that much
about that.

I was in a church softball league once,
and we were supposed to gather both
teams for a prayer before every game.
Some people were very uncomfort-
able with praying in public. There
was a sense of “Go easy on the God

(Continued on next page)

Jay sidebotham cartoons
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stuff, we’re Episcopalians, you know.” 
Interesting. Yes, we’ve certainly run
across that. I’m deeply grateful for the
articulation by our presiding bishop
that we are “the Episcopal branch of
the Jesus Movement.” I think that
helps us maintain that there’s a dis-
tinctive Anglican identity, but the goal
is people becoming more centered in
their relationship with God and
Christ. 

We find there are a lot of Episco-
palians who say, “I’m not that inter-
ested in that.” I think for rectors, that’s
actually helpful to know. What we’re
trying to do in these workshops is to
have that kind of conversation and to
really get people to talk about their
own understanding of why their faith
matters.

We find people who say, “I sat
behind this couple for 20 years at the 8
a.m. service, and I never had a sense
of what was important to them about
their faith.” We find this opens an
opportunity to talk about that kind of
experience, and I would characterize
that as growth.

Earlier you talked about AA, and a
huge part of AA is people telling
their stories.
Of course. In our work we try to
measure spiritual vitality in congrega-
tions, and a friend who is in AA told
me that making a numerical measure
of that is the dumbest thing she ever
heard. I explained that we measure
three categories: the church’s role in
people’s spiritual lives; what people do
when they’re not in church, whether
it’s prayer or scripture reading or
whatever; and then faith in action, or
outreach.

“That’s the program!” she said. “You
make a commitment to be of service”
[along with attending AA meetings
and focusing on personal spirituality].
It was like a lightbulb went on. It made
me think that there is some funda-
mental truth that our spiritual selves
need those three components. 

Episcopalians are often quite good
on the church thing, although the sta-
tistics are changing. Our research
shows that we’re distinctive in our
mission and outreach work, although
Episcopalians don’t necessarily know
why that’s different from some of their
[secular] volunteer efforts. One of the
growth opportunities is to make the
connection to discipleship in the kind
of service we do in the world. But the
daily spiritual practices, what people
do when they’re not in church, is rela-
tively lower than other denomina-
tions.

We tell churches to focus on things
that feel authentic and helpful to your
people, anything that we can do to
focus on scripture and create a deeper
prayer life. We find with Episcopalians
that the Eucharist seems to be trans-
formative for many people, particu-
larly as they begin to be intentional
about a spiritual journey. Anything we
can do to help people understand the
Eucharist is helpful.

“These holy mysteries.”
Exactly. When I started this work, I
wrote a thing called “Understanding
the Eucharist,” and somebody quickly
came up to me and said, “good luck.” I
think I changed it to “Trying to
Understand the Eucharist,” or some
kind of Anglican waffle.

There is a lot we’ll never know, but
there’s a lot we can know about why we
worship the way we do, and I think peo-
ple’s experience is enriched if they do that.

So there are barriers to growth in the
Episcopal Church, but maybe that’s
one thing in our favor: we practice
the Eucharist every week, and a lot
of denominations don’t.
Exactly. In a lot of churches, the ser-
mon is the thing. That’s kind of iffy,
because the sermon can be good or
bad. But there’s constancy in the prac-
tice of the Eucharist that I’ve experi-
enced personally. It’s not dependent on
the personality of the presider. It’s got a
power of its own. o

(Continued from previous page)
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Whenever I am around a group
of Episcopal clergy, the con-
versation inevitably veers

toward AsA, or the Average sunday
Attendance at their churches. I invari-
ably dismiss myself from the conversa-
tion and leave the room.

I am sure there are legitimate, useful
reasons to measure the number of
people in the pews of a church on any
given sunday. But I think the weight
we have assigned those numbers as a
measure of success has become a
sacred cow. I liken the AsA to
someone’s cholesterol count: it can be a
useful metric, sure, in a conversation
between a patient and a doctor, but it is
not really interesting to anyone at a
cocktail party (sorry), and it is not the
best measure of overall health.

My husband is the rector of my
church. I do not care about the AsA.
This surprises some folks: why would I
not want to know how many people
grace the pews of our church on
sunday mornings? (Are pharmacists’
spouses asked how many prescriptions
their spouse dispenses every week? Are
journalists’ spouses asked how many
words they have written each year?)

Why do I care that people are
talking so much about AsA? I think it
is harmful to put too much weight on
this number. For one thing, it reduces
the people in the pews to a number,
and as a real live person who sits in
those pews, I find that unsettling.

When Jesus gave the Great Commis-
sion, he instructed his disciples to bap-
tize people and preach the good news.
If we are so busy navel-gazing and
bean-counting, we are in really danger
of losing sight of that. 

Another reason that I find the AsA
headcount to be unsettling arose when
I was talking with my mom about her
childhood. My mom has always attrib-
uted her faith to her mother, who died
before I was born. Her mother worked
in healthcare, and often had to work on
sunday mornings. When sunday
mornings were her only time off, she
used that time to prepare for the week
as a full-time working parent of five
children. she did not always make it to
church on sunday, but somehow she
found a way for her children to get
there. My grandmother wasn’t counted
in the Holy Grail of Average sunday
Attendance, but I am confident that she
is now counted among the company of
heaven. A lot has changed in the world
since my mother attended her church
in the 1950s, but class divides have only
grown steeper since then, leaving a lot
of people (including Episcopalians) no
choice but to work on sunday morn-
ings sometimes. Do they count less?

Perhaps most troubling is the idea
that clergy are sometimes pressured to
make decisions based on how those
decisions might affect their churches’
AsA. should we save resources by
reducing our summer schedule from

three services to two, or should we
keep the three services so we can count
the choir and the clergy team twice?
(Ick.) Clergy may rely too heavily on
AsA when making decisions that affect
the very people who are being counted.

In these conversations about AsA, I
can sense everyone in the room tensing
up. The anxiety is palpable as everyone
wonders how they measure up to
everyone else. It is never about the
people in the pews, or what they have
done for each other and for the world. 

I would like to see AsA conversa-
tions return to their rightful place, as
one of many metrics reported to the
bishop each year. If a conversation
needs to flow from that, it should be
between the diocese and the priest, and
not as a measure of success or failure. If
we try for perfection through num-
bers, we will all fail to measure up. As
the people in those pews feel that they
are failing to measure up in their lives,
as all humans do from time to time,
they need to hear the good news of the
gospel. God loves us enough to
number the hairs on our head, which
may be all the counting I need.

Carrie Willard lives in Houston, and
attends Palmer Memorial Episcopal
Church. She works at Rice University and
enjoys spending time with her husband
and two young sons. She also writes for
Mockingbird, Episcopal Café, The
Anglican Digest, and Grow Christians.

I Hope to Be in that Number
By Carrie Willard

Why do I care that people are talking so much about ASA?



30 THe LIVInG CHURCH • April 8, 2018

When two or three clerics are gathered together and the
subject of church growth comes up, a multitude of the-
ological objections rapidly appear: It’s the kingdom that
matters, not numerical growth, It’s an ungodly sidelining
of the need to love one’s neighbor. Isn’t church growth
just something those uncouth schismatics obsess about?

These are serious objections, but beyond them, there
is often a lurking sense of other fears. For many parish
priests in North America, Britain, and much of the West
there is a troubling worry that looking for numerical
church growth is not only theologically dodgy but also
practically futile. In the Western world, nearly every
media and academic outlet trumpets the decline of
Christianity. When many parishes and even whole dio-
ceses are being spliced together because of their decline,
looking to expand congregations can seem like wishful
thinking.

There is some value in wariness of church growth.
It  can be an unspiritual bigging yourself up. But the
reverse is also true. When Anglicans in the United states
and Britain disdain “mere” numerical growth, as atten-
dance in many dioceses drops, there is a certain con-
venience in the assumption that decline is inevitable.
Anglican disdain for church growth is ecclesiological
palliative care.

I want to sketch the outline of a possible theology for
Anglican church growth. It is not original, being drawn

“It’s just an unspiritual bigging yourself up.” This was the acerbic verdict of
one Durham ordinand on the subject of church growth. His hostility to
talking of growing churches is widely shared, at least in the Global North. 

largely on the work of others. A nuanced theology of
church growth is possible but also necessary. The growth
that churches in the Global North so urgently need
cannot come unless there is a robust theology beneath it.

Church Growth Is Biblical
If, just for a moment, we move the Gospel of Luke after
the Gospel of John, we see immediately the nature of
Luke’s two-part work. At its heart is the resurrection of
Jesus: the end point of Luke’s Gospel and the starting
point of Acts. The first part of Luke’s work is suffused
with talk of the kingdom; yet in the Book of Acts,
kingdom is mentioned relatively rarely. This does not
mean that the theme is eclipsed, but the primary way in
which the kingdom is expressed in the world after the
Ascension of Jesus is by the formation of local churches.

More than a few theologians downplay the local
church as something second-rate compared to the
kingdom. The New Testament knows nothing of this.
Indeed, the Book of Acts is punctuated by a series of
summaries by Luke that note the numerical growth of
the Church (6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20). Most moving
of all are those points when the apostles arrive at places
like Tyre and Puteoli and find a community of
believers  already there. The obvious inference is that
unnamed Christians carried the gospel there. These
unnamed Christians were quite possibly not apostles,

CATHOLIC VOICEs

A Theology
for Anglican
Church Growth
By David Goodhew st. Francis of Assisi preparing the Christmas crib at Grecchio
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but they were acting apostolically. They challenge us to
go and do likewise.

Church Growth Is Doctrinally Necessary
A theological basis for seeking numerical church growth
is readily to hand in scripture. But it is not quite so
obvious when we turn to doctrine. Here the work of
writers such as professors Alister McGrath and Ivor
Davidson and of Bishop Graham Tomlin is immensely
helpful. These writers, alongside other key scholars, dis-
cuss what constitutes a nuanced theology of church
growth in David Goodhew (ed.), Towards a Theology of
Church Growth (Routledge 2015). They point us to how
the fundamental doctrines of Incarnation, Atonement,
and Trinity call us to an extrovert faith, which seeks the
growth and proliferation of communities that incarnate
the gospel in every community.

Graham Tomlin argues that when we look at the
spirit, we see a God whose essence is sending:

Theologically speaking, mission and the consequent
growth of the church begin with the begetting of the
son and the procession of the spirit from the Father. It
starts with the Trinitarian life of God before it ever
involves the creation, let alone the human part of that
creation. (“The Prodigal spirit and Church Growth,”
ibid., p. 136)

In saying this, Tomlin commends the importance of a
full-blooded pneumatology. But he is also alert to the
way we can sometimes fall into an idolatrous assump-
tion that the spirit can be controlled by humans. Tomlin
perceives the tension in seeing the Holy spirit as free
from human control yet given freely by God as akin to
the tension between seeing church growth as in the
hands of God yet requiring committed human effort if
it is to come to pass. For Tomlin, the practice invoking
the Holy spirit is the way of managing this tension. By
asking continually for the Holy spirit we have access to
him, but our need to ask means we cannot ever control
him.

Tomlin also stresses that suffering is intrinsic to such
a ministry. Any pneumatology has to be a pneumatologia
crucis. This is the crucial underpinning for growing
churches. This is cross-shaped ministry, rooted in suf-
fering, not in neo-liberal paradigms of what constitutes
success. Growing churches means taking up the cross.

Emphasis on the Holy spirit requires that emphasis on
numerical growth be balanced by desire to grow in per-
sonal holiness and in service to society. The Holy spirit
grows congregations, but also grows people by maturing
them and by healing them.

That is why church growth matters. Healthy, well-

functioning churches are places where people can be
restored and become agents of change and renewal
within the world beyond the church. The reason we
need churches to grow is not to pay the bills, or to feel
good about ourselves. It is to enable humanity, in tune
with the spirit of God, to fulfil its divine calling to care
for and nurture the world that God has created (ibid., p.
141).

And to say this is to challenge Anglicans on whether
our tendency to shrink may be linked to our failure to
invoke the Holy spirit and our general tendency, like
many Western Christians, to downplay the third person
of the Trinity. Anglicanism in recent decades has sought
a greater emphasis on the Holy spirit, but it may be
questioned whether modern Anglicanism in the Global
North has yet arrived at a truly robust pneumatology.

Church Growth Is Faithful to Tradition
In 1800 the population of London was around 1 million.
By 1900 it was around 6 million. During the 19th cen-
tury, huge numbers of Anglican churches were planted
by Anglo-Catholics and evangelicals alike. Anglicans
have often stood by as modern cities in the United states
and Britain rapidly expanded in recent decades, in ways
as dramatic as anything the Victorians saw, and failed to
emulate our forebears by founding new churches. In our
inaction, we are being unfaithful to tradition. Indeed, we
engage in a decidedly postmodern worship of the indi-
vidual, which sees sharing faith as arrogant (although
promulgating individualism, for some reason, is never
arrogant).

As we look more widely across the Christian tradition,
we discover that enthusiasm for church growth was evi-
denced by some surprising figures. Living in the north-
east of England, I rejoice in ancient saints like the sev-
enth-century st. Cuthbert. He is usually depicted as a
man of prayer who had a deep communion with nature.
This is true, but not the whole truth. Bede tells us how
Cuthbert “often did the rounds of the villages, some-
times on horseback, more often on foot, preaching the
way of truth to those who had gone astray” (Bede, Life of
Cuthbert, chapter 9). Cuthbert sought to grow the
Church.

Likewise, st. Francis is portrayed as a man who pro-
foundly loved the poor and God’s creation. And he did,
but he also loved to share the gospel and build up the
Church. The aphorism attributed to st. Francis that one
should always preach the gospel but only use words “if
necessary” — with its implication that the verbal procla-
mation of faith is secondary — has become an ecclesial
cliché. But the practice of st. Francis points in the oppo-
site direction. He and the friars were at the center of

(Continued on next page)
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intentional Church growth in the Middle Ages.
It is well known that st. Francis invented the concept

of the Christmas crib: but it is less frequently appreciated
that he did so precisely
because there was a pressing
need for new ways to teach the
story of Jesus’ nativity to an
ill-educated population that
knew nothing of the Christian
story. The work of evangelism
was foundational to the friars.
Chapter 12 of st. Francis’s
1223 Rule was devoted to
“regulating and promoting
missionary activity” (Miranda
Threlfall-Holmes, “Growing
the Mediaeval Church,” in
Towards a Theology of Church
Growth, pp. 188-89).

Thomas Cranmer was
deeply concerned that the
local church connect with its
locality. This was expressed by
his passion for liturgy in the
language of the people and
pastoral use of scripture to
draw people closer to God; hence the role of the “com-
fortable words” in the prayer book’s communion. The
power of scriptural rumination and cultural contextual-
ization has much to teach Anglicans today (see Ashley
Null, “Divine Allurement: Thomas Cranmer and Tudor
Church Growth,” ibid.).

Reason and Experience Require Church Growth
Anthropologist Tanya Luhrmann of stanford Univer-
sity writes:

What one might call an avalanche of medical data has
demonstrated that, for reasons still poorly understood,
those who attend church and believe in God are healthier
and happier and live longer that those who do not. (When
God Talks Back: Understanding the American Evangelical
Relationship with God [Vintage Books, 2012], p. 331)

A recent research report details the full extent of this
avalanche  (Nick spencer et al.,  Religion and Well
Being [Theos, 2016]). It is academically proven that
joining a congregation is connected to marked improve-
ment in physical, mental, and relational well-being. In
an age when attending church can be seen as a quasi-
pathological disorder or optional lifestyle choice, this
needs saying. In an age when people love their phones
and computers but forget that their phones and com-

puters never love them back — I take this phrase from
Kallistos Ware’s Orthodox Theology in the Twenty-First
Century (Geneva, 2012), p. 26 — Christian congrega-

tions are deeply good news, so
their growth and proliferation
is deeply good news too.

Church growth is not periph-
eral and it is not optional. When
we look outside the Western
world, it becomes clear that
such growth is also eminently
possible.

This raises the crucial and
disturbing question of whether
the decline of many Western
churches, not least Anglicanism
in the United states and Britain,
has some theological roots.
When we understand scripture,
doctrine, and tradition as if
growing local churches were a
side issue, or even something to
disdained in favor of suppos-
edly higher kingdom goals, we
are not only distorting scrip-
ture, reason, and tradition. We

are, arguably, buying into the secular mindset that is the
air we breathe.

More and more, I find myself turning to Charles
Taylor’s bracing diagnosis of our condition. Taylor sees
us as living in a secular age. Part of living in a secular age
is to assume growing churches is unnecessary or impos-
sible or both. It will take deliberate act, a kind of exodus,
to let go of such decline theology. Much of Anglicanism
in the Global North suffers from this decline theology, in
which the growth of congregations is sidelined or even
looked down upon. My friends from the Global south
find this a bizarre way in which to understand the world.
I think they are right.

A range of research shows that churches that intend to
grow tend to grow. And intentionality only comes
through theology. Having a nuanced theology of church
growth will assist churches in growing numerically, but
doing so in a godly way. such a theology will also inoc-
ulate us from the hopeless horizon of secularity that
assumes this world is all there is. A theology of Anglican
church growth, rooted in the hope of the resurrection,
shows us what treasure we have to offer a world of
aching loneliness: a community of thoroughly fallible
people made strong by the hope of the risen Jesus.

The Rev. David Goodhew is director of ministerial practice at
Cranmer Hall, part of St. John’s College at Durham University.

(Continued from previous page)
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(Life of st. Cuthbert, late 12th century,

BL Yates Thompson)
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CELEBRATION

TLCI Explores How Faith Talks
Discussion on Christian education kicks off Dallas-based series.

March 8 saw the soft launch of
the Living Church Institute
in Dallas, in the form of its

public conversation series, Faith Talks.
“Lay Christian Education: How, Why,
and What?” served as the first install-
ment in the series and met at Canter-
bury House, just off the campus of
southern Methodist University. An
ecumenical group of clergy, lay educa-
tors, and parishioners gathered for
conversation about how to approach
Christian education today.

TLCI’s program coordinator, Abi-
gail Woolley, hosted a panel discus-
sion that featured theologian Bruce
Marshall (Roman Catholic), classical
school administrator and teacher
Brett Tohlen (evangelical Protestant),
and the Rev. Ryan Waller (Episco-
palian), parish priest and author.

When introducing the topic, Wool-
ley recalled her teenage years. “When
I asked in church how what I was
learning at school connected to the
Christian faith, I got blank stares,” she
said to nods and murmurs of assent.

The inaugural Faith Talks panel on lay Christian
education (left); Jessica Allen (above) of Church of
the Good shepherd asks a question.
Richard Hill photos
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The next two Faith Talks events
are scheduled for 7 p.m. April 6
(“Shaping Christian Community
in a Lonely World”) and April 27
(a conversation with the Rev.
Nathan Jennings of Seminary of
the Southwest on “Liturgy and the
Inside-Out Economy”) at Canter-
bury House, 3308 Daniel Ave., Dallas.
Like the Living Church Institute on
Facebook for regular updates.

“A lot of people were very thoughtful
in their professional fields, but they
didn’t seem to bring that same level of
engagement to their faith.” Partly as a
result, she said, she has seen young
Christians conclude that the faith is
too simplistic for thinking people.

Marshall, stressing the importance of
Christian education for laity, spoke of
his experience encountering students
who come into seminary unprepared.
They struggle to benefit from advanced
theology and biblical studies because
they lack basic knowledge about the
content of the faith. “Two generations
ago, this wasn’t the case,” he said.

Waller, by contrast, did not have
trouble learning biblical content in his
Baptist boyhood. He summed up his
catechesis this way: “Bible, Bible, Bible
…. It was great. I learned my Bible.
But this knowledge was divorced from
the canon of Church history.”

Now an Episcopal priest, he
encounters a lower level of biblical lit-
eracy than among Baptists, “but Epis-
copalians do seem to have a sense of
how this all fits together.” The Baptist
way of teaching scripture and the
Anglican way of adding context
through historical worship and tradi-
tion are “like yin and yang …. I see a
need to meet in the middle and to
merge these things.”

Tohlen recalled that as a fourth-
(Continued on next page)

From top: st. Alban’s Chapel viewed from the
foyer; Professor Marshall lingers with sMU
students; Evie Burdette and Rose Uche
Ofoegbu converse following Faith Talks.



36 THe LIVInG CHURCH • April 8, 2018

grader in sunday school, he heard “What do you think this
story means?” far more than he was instructed. Feelings
seemed more important than wisdom, and he was desper-
ately hungry for wisdom — a problem he tries to rectify
now as a teacher in The Covenant school of Dallas. “The
history and great intellectual tradition of Christianity are
not given to young people,” he said. “Just like we need to
eat good food, we need great ideas” to push us beyond our
personal feelings and experiences into the truth.

Waller, associate rector of Church of the Incarnation,
offered encouragement when describing what effective
teaching can look like. When Incarnation hosted a late-
night Bible class on the premise that all questions were wel-
come, no matter how remedial, “We packed that place out.”
It was not because of any gimmick, but “because people are
desperate for their Bible.” When a priest asked about the
risk of alienating people with the gospel, Waller said, “Peo-
ple are profoundly drawn to those who actually believe
what they’re saying.”

The panel also considered whether Christian education
can be too brainy. Waller said the most profound forma-
tion is in the sacraments, through the love of God. Tohlen
pushed back: embracing that love with our whole being
includes cognitive engagement.

“Not everything we encounter is God,” Marshall said.
“Discernment is fundamental” to the goal of Christian
education. “It’s not possible to be ‘too brainy,’ but it is pos-
sible to use your brain in an unhelpful way.”

After the conversation, the panelists and audience —
about 30 in all — joined in praying Compline, led by TLC’s
executive director, Christopher Wells.

“We’re excited about the Faith Talks series, especially as
an opportunity for folks to learn again about the basics of
the faith,” Wells said. “We urgently need new spaces and
places for all sorts and conditions of people to meet each
other, before God, led by the Holy spirit. That’s why we
begin and end with fellowship, and with prayer; and then
we trust one another and start to inquire together. It’s a
great adventure, really.”

Amber Noel

(Continued from previous page)

Professor Marshall answers a question about evangelization.

EDITORIAL

Introducing 
the Living Church
Institute

I’m delighted to introduce here for the first time the bur-
geoning teaching ministry of the Living Church Foun-
dation — in multiple modes, spanning geography and

genre — under the umbrella of the Living Church Institute. 
This part of our work includes (1) the in-person teach-

ing ministry of TLC in parishes and dioceses across the
Episcopal Church (soon in Canada and England); (2) the
publication of catechetical materials, aimed at various ages
and audiences; and (3) the happy establishment of a second
office at the beautiful Canterbury House and st. Alban’s
Chapel in Dallas as a center for creative work in the areas
of leadership development and discipleship.

Let me say a bit more about each of these, and describe
the vision animating them.

Teaching in person: During the last year, the staff of
TLC organized an impressive set of conferences, work-
shops, and teaching days in parishes and dioceses across
the church, including “Living sacrifices,” a conference at
Nashotah House Theological seminary on the vocation of
Anglicanism (June 2017); “Anglo-Catholicism: Uncovering
Roots” at Church of the Advent, Boston (Nov. 2017); “To
the Bottom of the Night,” a teaching day on the season of
Advent in the Diocese of Pennsylvania (Dec. 2017); and
“Wisdom Calling: A Conference on Local Formation” in
the Diocese of Florida (Feb. 2018). This work springs first
of all from our devotion to the Word and words of God,
and to communicating the faith of the Church. It also
springs from our 140 years of publishing and pedagogical
know-how, our network of teachers and talent spanning
the globe, and our social media and marketing heft. Add to
these our many and expanding partnerships with seminar-
ies of the Episcopal Church and their faculty members,
seminaries in Canada and England, and a web of para-
church ministries and institutions (the Episcopal Church
Foundation, the saint Francis Foundation, and the Con-
sortium of Endowed Episcopal Parishes, among others).
We are now preparing for “Worship the Lord in the Beauty
of Holiness,” a conference at Christ the King spiritual Life
Center in Albany (Oct. 2018), in addition to recurring
events with Church of the Advent, Boston, and the Diocese
of Pennsylvania, plus conferences with st. George’s Church
in Nashville, the saint Francis Foundation, and several
public teaching days with the contributors to our wildly
popular weblog, Covenant. stay tuned for dates!
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Publishing: We are planning a line of catechetical mate-
rials — pamphlets, curricula, catechisms, and books for
teaching the faith to all ages — that we hope will become a
regular and beloved part of the lives of Episcopalians and
Anglicans for the next generation. Those with lively mem-
ories will recall that publishing books, tracts, and catechet-
ical materials both for children and adults occupied a good
bit of TLC editors’ time in the greatest period of our long
history: when F.C. Morehouse and his son Clifford over-
saw, from 1900 to 1952, the publishing of both our flagship
and an exemplary catalogue of Christian literature under
the aegis of the then-nascent Morehouse Publishing Com-
pany in Milwaukee. That catalogue grew over decades, and
it lives today as an imprint in the care of Church Publish-
ing, the official publisher of the Episcopal Church. We
believe that now is the time for TLC to return to this play-
book in precisely the same spirit, with the same catholic,
evangelical, and ecumenical commitments of our fore-
bears. We will kick things off next Fall with a set of 21 pam-
phlets, Anglicans Believe, each given to a brief, accessible
introduction to a single topic: God the Trinity, Jesus Christ,
Creation, the Church, the Book of Common Prayer, and so
on. We hope this series, written by some of the best teach-
ers and scholars the world over, edited to emphasize the
fullness of the faith, will find its way into the tract racks of
hundreds of parishes across the United states, Canada, and
the United Kingdom (to start), and so help to form the
minds and hearts of thousands of Anglicans, to the glory of
God. 

Leadership Development and Discipleship: As a con-
vener of conversations across the Church, TLC has the
honor of gathering and serving a broad network of leaders,
influencers, teachers, and creative thinkers, and sharing
their gifts with the faithful. To this end, we have taken an
interest in cultivating communities of discourse in institu-
tional and geographical “hot spots” — seminaries and uni-
versities, vital parishes, and cities of all sizes. To be sure,
wherever the people of God may be found, there is the
Catholic Church. But certain places, due to a confluence of
cultural, intellectual, and economic energies, become cre-
ative crossroads and, in God’s providence, major forces for
change in the world, including spiritual change. Dallas, set
within the booming economy of Texas, is surely among
these. Projections anticipate population growth of 54 per-
cent by 2040, and the Christian dynamism of the city is pal-
pable, enriched immeasurably by a great influx of
immigrants, speaking more than 150 languages. We there-
fore jumped at the generous invitation of Bishop sumner
and the Episcopal Diocese of Dallas to set up a second office
here, within hailing distance of neighboring dioceses in
Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana, among others. Comfort-
ably situated in the historic Episcopal chaplaincy across the
street from southern Methodist University and its excellent

Perkins school of Theology, Canterbury House includes a
large common room, classroom, library, two offices,
kitchen, and three updated bathrooms, in addition to the
stunning st. Alban’s Chapel. It presents an ideal laboratory
for theological researches and teaching, meetings with lead-
ers, and especially for sustained attention to formation and
discipleship in an ecumenical mode. I myself am now based
here, overseeing a broad program, one fruit of which we
recently harvested with the inauguration of our Faith Talks
series (see the story and pictures in this issue, pp. 34-36),
which will double in size next academic year.

On a wall in the foyer of Canterbury House we
installed three black-and-white photographs taken
by our friend and colleague, the Dallas-based artist

Dickie Hill, that aptly depict the missionary challenge for a
communications and teaching ministry like THE LIVING
CHURCH (see next page). On the left, Eritrean immigrants
exercise civil rights in their new home; on the right, Chris-
tian leaders pray for reconciliation in the face of continu-
ing agonies over racial division; in the middle, centered on
the cross, the unswerving call of our Lord is issued to the
next generation — to “go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the son
and of the Holy spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-20).

In the face of a broad decline of Christian culture in the
West and too-little formation of the faithful, a living
Church can only determine again to sow seeds of re-evan-
gelization, and then head into the harvest with all the help
we can muster (see Matt. 9:37). Working with Christ — in
him, enabled by him — we cast anew the seed of the gospel
along paths, among stones and thorns, and in good soil.
We cannot know which seeds fall where, though we may be
sure that God will give the growth at the proper time and
in the proper way (Matt. 13:1-9; 1 Cor. 3:6). By God’s grace,
moreover, and because of our Lord’s promise that the gates
of hell will not prevail against the Church, we follow the
faithful work of those who have gone before, “entering into
their labor” (John 4:38; cf. Matt. 16:18).

Precisely in that spirit of loyalty to and love of the insti-
tution of the Church, given shape for us in our devotion to
global Anglicanism as a visible movement within the
broader Church Catholic, and above all as servants of the
Word made flesh, who bids us follow him: because, in short,
we believe in the unity of signs and things, as in the sacra-
ments and the Incarnation of God himself, we see our min-
istry as subsisting in the enlivening word in all its forms —
in print, and in the mouths of our Lord’s many servants
whose feet come bearing good tidings (see Isa. 52:7)
through varied teaching ministries, and in the sustained
conversations of formative friendships over a lifetime.

(Continued on next page)
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Among the gifts that THE LIVING
CHURCH brings to this educational
work are the freedom and agility of an
independent, disciplined non-profit
ministry with a clear and distinctive
mission, long-since accustomed to
responding quickly to needs, committed
on principle to creative improvisation.
We subject all of these to continual
prayer, relying on the leading of the
Lord. Like blood traveling throughout
the body, we would be communica-
tive missionaries in service of the
whole “for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. 4:5).
subjected to him, we seek to encour-
age common clarity, renewed zeal,
and trust in all that is true, according
to God’s promises and the created
order. 

I will write more soon about our
endowment campaign, which will
help to fund this ambitious expansion
of TLC’s program. For now, please
pray for us. Pray for the flourishing of
our ministry. Pray for our own faith-
fulness and obedience to God. And
pray about how you can lend your
support. We welcome invitations to
come and visit, to teach, and to part-
ner. 

If you’re on Facebook, please like
the page of the Living Church Insti-
tute to follow all that we are doing —
both to attend events and to read
about and otherwise enjoy them
afterward as we post stories, photos,
and audio or video recordings. Also,
please drop in when you are in Dallas
— and, of course, when you are in
Milwaukee, where we still gratefully
produce THE LIVING CHURCH and
operate the business affairs of TLC
out of the Cathedral Church of All
saints.

Onward, in the name of Christ. 
Dr. Christopher Wells

Executive Director and Editor

(Continued from previous page)

EDITORIAL

Richard Hill photos displayed at Canterbury House in Dallas
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BOOKs

Review by Matt stromberg

Geek used to be considered a
pejorative word for smart but
often strange people with an

obsessive interest in a particular sub-
ject, usually genre literature, televi-
sion, and movies. Recently, however,
it is being worn with pride by an
increasing number of people. If you
have not heard, geek is chic. What-
ever the reason, what started out as a
subculture has gone mainstream.
Geeks are quickly becoming the new
trendsetters.

Jordan Haynie Ware, an Episcopal
priest with a passion for youth min-
istry, has written an introduction to the
Episcopal Church with this niche
group in mind. she is no bandwagon-
hopper, but embraces the nickname
geek priest.

The book is basically a user’s manual
for those new to the Faith. The book
lays out some basic theological con-
cepts, introduces readers to the Book
of Common Prayer, and explores the
faith and practice peculiar to the
Episcopal Church. There is extensive
explanation of the various “churchy”
terminology that can often baffle new-
comers, as well as a helpful description
of the various vestments and vessels
used during worship.

If this were all the book covered, it
would probably make for pretty dry
reading. Instead, Ware manages to
present all of this information in a
quirky, fun, and often exciting manner.
In a very effective use of contextual
evangelism, everything is presented
through the lens of geek culture. Ware
writes the book as if she is a Dungeon
Master, the storyteller and guide in the
role-playing game of Dungeons and

Dragons. she peppers her book with
obscure, insider, pop-culture refer-
ences that are often pretty funny if you
are in on the joke.

That is not to say that Ware leaves
her non-geek readers completely in the
dark. The book is also a kind of intro-
duction to geek culture for those
whom she describes as n00bs, which
geeks use for newbies or the uniniti-
ated. In that way, the book can serve
not only as an introduction to the Epis-
copal Church for geeks, but a manual
for the would-be evangelist seeking to
reach this strange and sometimes hos-
tile people group.

Like geeks, Christians have always
been a peculiar people. Our spiritual
and moral values set us apart as an odd
and sometimes marginal bunch. We
speak in odd ways, dress in strange
clothing, and participate in weird prac-
tices that can sometimes seem impen-
etrable to outsiders.

Ware believes that the Church and
geeks have a natural affinity. “Geeks
and the Church belong together,” she
writes. “We both seek the adventure
that comes from pursuing a mission
bigger than own personal identity.”

With that in mind, Ware invites her
readers, both geek and Christian, to
join her on the greatest adventure path
of all time, following Jesus.

Bible scholars, theology nerds, and
liturgists may find things to argue
about in this book — that is what geeks
do, after all — but overall I think it is a
solid resource. I can think of several
geeky young acolytes and confirmands
with whom I would love to share this
book. I bet you can too.

The Rev. Matt Stromberg is rector of
St. George’s Church, Schenectady, N.Y.

Then to the Geeks

The Ultimate Quest
A Geek’s Guide to

(The Episcopal) Church
By Jordan Haynie Ware

Church Publishing. Pp. 176. $16
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PEOPLE & PLACEs

Appointments
The Rev. Doyle Dietz Allen is rector of st.

Patrick’s, Kenwood, CA. 
The Rev. Roy Allison is rector of st. James,

Ormond Beach, FL.
Bonnie Anderson is chair of EDs at Union’s

board of trustees. 
The Rev. John Merritt Atkins is rector of st.

Paul’s, Dayton, OH. 
The Rev. Trevor R. Babb is rector of Christ

Church, staten Island, NY. 
The Rev. Lori Babcock is staff chaplain at

the University of Maryland Medical Center. 
Pam Bell is archivist in the Diocesan of

Oklahoma. 
Buck Blanchard is missioner for outreach

and mission in the Diocese of Colorado. 
The Rev. Jacob Bottom is priest-in-charge of

Our saviour, Gallatin, TN. 
The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown is vicar of st.

John the Baptist, Charlottesville, VA. 
The Rev. Michael Cadaret is rector of Olivet,

Franconia, VA. 
The Rev. Christine Cassels is deacon at st.

Luke’s, East Greenwich, RI. 
The Rev. Suzanne Cole is rector of st. Luke’s,

Wilton, ME. 
The Rev. William Coyne is priest-in-charge

of East Cooper Church, Mt Pleasant, sC. 
The Rev. Thomas L. Culbertson is interim

rector of st. James, Monkton, MD.
Tyler L. Davis is director of stewardship and

development in the Diocese of Oklahoma. 
The Rev. Kim De La Vars is priest-in-charge

of Holy Covenant, Baltimore. 
The Rev. Peter DeFranco is priest-in-

charge of st. John the Baptist, Linden, NJ. 
John Dwyer is chief operating officer of

Church Divinity school of the Pacific. 
The Rev. Paul Elliot is interim rector  of

Ascension, Birmingham. 
The Rev. Jeff Evans is rector at st. stephen’s,

Huntsville, AL. 
The Rev. Richard Fichter Jr. is rector of

Hanover-with-Brunswick, King George, VA. 
The Rev. Donald Allston Fishburne is priest

associate at Holy Cross Faith Memorial, Paw-
leys Island, sC. 

The Rev. Anne Fraley is rector of st. Peter’s,
south Windsor, CT. 

Gloria Gallant is canon for finance and
Episcopal service Corps program manager in
the Diocese of New Hampshire. 

Devin Gillespie  is lay curate  at All saints,
safford, and sts. Philip & James, Morenci, AZ. 

The Very Rev. Mark Goodman is corporate
director of community development at Haver-
land Carter Lifestyle Group in Albuquerque. 

The Rev. Kevin Goodrich, OP, is rector of st.
John’s, Dubuque, IA. 

The Rev. Jane Soyster Gould is rector of st.
Luke’s, Long Beach, CA. 

The Rev. Lisa Green is associate rector of st.
Martin’s, Williamsburg, VA. 

The Rev. Brian Grieves of Hawaii is interim
executive director of Camp Mokule`ia,
Waialua, HI. 

The Rev. Chris Hartley is rector of st.
Matthew’s, Madison, AL. 

The Rev. John T. Harwood is priest-in-
charge of st. Mark’s, Lewistown, PA. 

The Rev. Kristen Hawley is rector of st.
David’s, Washington, D.C.

The Rev. Holly Herring is associate for com-
munity life at Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix. 

Beverly Hurley Hill is canon for mission
and lay ministry in the Diocese of East Ten-
nessee.  

The Rev. Corinne Hodges is vicar of Holy
Family, santa Fe, NM. 

The Rev. Jeff Hual is rector at All Hallows,
Davidsonville, MD. 

The Rev. Sheryl Hughes-Empke is associate
rector of st. Mark’s, Des Moines. 

The Rev. Ed Hunt is superintending pres-
byter of the Pine Ridge Episcopal Mission in
south Dakota. 

The Rev. John Inserra is rector of st. Alban’s,
Harlingen, TX. 

The Rev. David Jackson is rector of All
souls, Ft Myers, FL. 

The Rev. Jay C. James is  associate rector
of Church of the Advent, Boston. 

The Rev. Canon Brian Jemmott is canon to
the ordinary and transitions officer in the Dio-
cese of New Jersey.  

The Rev. Johan Johnson is vicar of Trinity,
Rocky Hill, NJ. 

The Rev. Tim Johnson is rector of st.
Andrew’s, College Park, MD. 

The Rev. Jo Ann Jones is associate rector of
Redeemer, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

The Rev. Tyler Jones is rector of st. Paul’s,
Poughkeepsie, NY. 

The Rev. Hyvenson Joseph is priest-in-
charge of st. Mary the Virgin, Pleasantville, NJ. 

The Rev. Charmaine Kathmann is deacon
at All saints’, River Ridge, LA. 

The Rev. Kenn Katona is  priest-in-charge
of st. Clement’s, Rancho Cordova, CA.

The Rev. Don Keeler is priest at st. Martin’s,
Perry, IA. 

The Rev. Kirk Kubicek is priest-in-charge
of Christ Church, Rock springs, MD.

Sue LaRose is interim executive director of
Camp Marshall in Poison, MT. 

The Rev. Robert Marshall is rector
of Redeemer, Midlothian, VA. 

The Rev. Thomas E. Mathews is rector of
Christ Church, Ridgewood, NJ. 

The Rev. Mary Alice Mathison is priest-in-
charge of Grace and st. Thomas by-the-sea,
Panama City, FL. 

The Rev. Katlin McCallister is priest-in-
charge of Holy Apostles, Hilo, HI.

The Rev. Canon Melissa McCarthy is canon
to the ordinary in the Diocese of Los Angeles. 

The Rev. Richard Meadows is priest-in-

charge of st. Michael and All Angels, Baltimore. 
The Rev. Emmanuel Ato Mercer is rector at

Christ Church, Columbia, MD. 
The Very Rev. Neal Michell is prebendary

for the Diocese of Dallas. 
The Rev. Deke Miller is vicar of Holy Cross,

Winter Haven, FL. 
The Rev. Virginia Monroe is interim rector

of Nativity, Huntsville, AL. 
The Rev. Elizabeth Montes is rector of st.

John’s, Wichita.
The Rev. J. Fletcher Montgomery is rector

of Holy Trinity, Gainesville, FL. 
The Rev. Daniel T. Moore is rector of st.

Paul’s, Doylestown, PA.
The Rev. Alistair Morrison is rector of

Christ Church, Duanesburg, NY. 
The Rev. Diedre Moulinier is deacon at st.

Thomas, Clarkdale, AZ. 
The Rev. Michael Muller is priest-in-charge

of st. Peter’s, Essex Fells, NJ. 
The Rev. Thomas Murphy is rector of st.

Philip’s, Brevard, NC.
The Rev. Paul Nancarrow is canon theolo-

gian in the Diocese of southwestern Virginia. 
The Rev. Canon Kevin Nichols is chief oper-

ating officer and canon for mission resources in
the Diocese of New Hampshire. 

Kirstin Nielsen is diocesan coordinator  in
the Diocese of Idaho. 

The Rev. Beth O’Callaghan is rector of st.
Nicholas, Germantown, MD. 

The Rev. Matthew Oprendek is priest-in-
charge of st. James’, Fordham, Bronx. 

The Rev. Kathleen Patton is vicar of st.
Anne’s, Washougal, WA. 

The Very Rev. Patrick Perkins is dean of the
Cathedral of st. Paul, Fond du Lac, WI. 

The Rev. Jim Perra is rector of Holy Apos-
tles, Arbutus, MD. 

The Rev. Joseph Peters-Mathews is rector of
st. Joseph-st. John, Lakewood, WA. 

Tina Pickering is canon for ministry devel-
opment in the Diocese of New Hampshire. 

The Rev. Jason Prati is rector of All saints’,
New Albany, OH. 

The Rev. Christian Rabone is rector of st.
Mary the Virgin, Big spring, TX. 

The Rev. Michele Racusin is missioner for
financial stewardship and chief financial officer
of the Diocese of Los Angeles. 

The Rev. Rebecca Ragland is rector of st.
Paul’s, st. Louis. 

The Rev. Douglas Errick Remer is interim
rector of st. Timothy’s, Raleigh, NC. 

Mildred J. Reyes is missioner for collabora-
tive formation in the Diocese of Washington. 

The Rev. Cara Rockhill is the Diocese of
Rhode Island’s young adult missioner, based at
the Cathedral of st. John, Providence. 

The Rev. Tracy Johnson Russell is rector of
st. Monica’s, Hartford, CT. 

The Rev. Blake Sawicky is priest-in-charge
of st. Mark’s, Berkeley, CA. 
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Kathleen Alexander, Potomac, Md.
Dr. Garwood Anderson, Nashotah, Wis.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Stephen Andrews,
Toronto, Ont.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. John C. Bauerschmidt,
Nashville, Tenn.

Richard Clements, Oklahoma City, Okla.
The Rt. Rev. Christopher Cocksworth,

Coventry, England
The Rev. Dr. Michael B. Cover, Milwaukee, Wis.

Heather Cross, New York, N.Y.
Prudence Dailey, Oxford, England

The Rev. Dr. D. Stuart Dunnan, Hagerstown, Md.
The Most Rev. Gerald James Ian Ernest, Mauritius

Neva Rae Fox, Somerville, N.J.
The Rev. Dr. Andrew Goddard, London, England

The Rt. Rev. Daniel G.P. Gutiérrez,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Carrie Boren Headington, Dallas, Texas
Wesley Hill, Ambridge, Pa.

Marie Howard, Jacksonville, Fla.
The Rev. Canon Jordan Hylden, Dallas, Texas

The Most Rev. Dr. Josiah Idowu-Fearon,
London, England

Catherine Whittinghill Illingworth, 
Los Angeles, Calif.

The Rev. Jay C. James, Raleigh, N.C.
Elisabeth Rain Kincaid, Dallas, Texas

The Rev. S. Thomas Kincaid III, Dallas, Texas
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Graham Kings, London, England

Richard J. Mammana, Jr., New Haven, Conn.
The Very Rev. Ian Markham, Alexandria, Va.
The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, Springfield, Ill.

The Rev. Mark Michael, Potomac, Md.
The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller, Milwaukee, Wis.

Daniel Muth, Leland, N.C.
The Most Rev. Bernard Ntahoturi,

Rome, Italy
The Rev. Matthew Olver, Nashotah, Wis.

The Rev. Andrew Petiprin, Nashville, Tenn.
David R. Pitts, Baton Rouge, La.

Dr. Colin Podmore, London, England
The Rev. Nicholas T. Porter, West Brattleboro, Vt.

The Rev. Dr. Walter L. “Chip” Prehn, Ellicott City, Md.
The Rev. Dr. Ephraim Radner, Toronto, Ont.

Dr. Grace Sears, Richmond, Ky.
The Very Rev. Dr. Graham M. Smith, Hillsboro, Ore.

The Rev. Leigh Spruill, Nashville, Tenn.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. George Sumner, Dallas, Texas

The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Hamilton, N.J.
Dr. Shirleen S. Wait, Atlantic Beach, Fla.
Dr. Christopher Wells, Milwaukee, Wis.

The Rt. Rev. Jo Bailey Wells, Guildford, England
The Rt. Rev. and Rt. Hon. Dr. Rowan Williams,

Cambridge, England

The Rev. Douglas F. Scharf is rector of Good
shepherd, Tequesta, FL.  

The Rev. Claudia Scheda is rector of st.
David’s, W. seneca, NY. 

The Rev. Joyce Scheyer is priest-in-charge of
Grace, Plainfield, NJ. 

Kyle Smith is director of communications
for the Diocese of Nebraska and Trinity Cathe-
dral, Omaha. 

LaTonya Smith is director of administration
for the Diocese of East Carolina. 

The Rev. Faye Somers is archdeacon of
southeast Florida, and continues her work as
chaplain of the lower school at st. Andrew’s,
Boca Raton, and deacon at the Chapel of saint
Andrew. 

Dennis Stark is treasurer of EDs at Union’s
board of trustees. 

The Rev. Canon Gregory Straub is vice
chair and secretary of EDs at Union’s board of
trustees. 

The Rev. Stacy Stringer is director of hurri-
cane recovery in the Diocese of Texas. 

The Rev. Maryalice Sullivan is priest-in-
charge of All saints’ Memorial, Providence. 

The Rev. Roberta R. Taylor is rector of st.
James’, Indian Head, MD. 

The Rev. Elaine Ellis Thomas is rector of All
saints, Hoboken, NJ. 

Deb Tickle is lay missioner at Emmaus, sur-
prise, AZ. 

The Rev. Debra Trakel is interim pastor of
Advent Lutheran, Cedarburg, WI. 

The Rev. Kathleen Travis is rector of st.
Mark’s, Des Moines. 

The Rev. Stephen Cecil Trever is rector of st.
Anne’s, Fremont, CA.

Adrian Tubbs  is lay curate at st. George’s,
Holbrook, AZ. 

The Rev. Hank Tuell is associate for com-
munity life at st. Matthew’s, Chandler, AZ. 

The Rev. Allen Wakabayashi is curate at st.
Luke’s, Gladstone, NJ. 

The Rev. Michael G. Wallens is vicar of st.
Paul’s, Marfa, TX. 

The Rev. Dan Warren is interim priest-in-
charge of st. Peter’s, Bridgton, ME. 

The Rev. George Warren and the Rev. Al
Zadig are team priests at All saints, Pontiac,
RI. 

The Rev. Canon Daniel Webster is interim
dean of the Cathedral of st. John, Albuquerque. 

The Rev.  Amy Welin is acting dean of st.
stephen’s Cathedral, Harrisburg, PA. 

The Rev. Jason Wells is executive director of
the New Hampshire Council of Churches. 

The Rev. Peter Whalen is interim rector at
Epiphany, Lebanon, TN.

The Rev. Monica Whitaker is rector of st.
Andrew’s, sedona, AZ. 

The Rev. Canon Toneh Williams is canon
for mission in the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Andrea Wyatt is rector of st.
David’s on-the-Hill, Cranston, RI. 

The Rev. Holly Rankin Zaher is rector of st.
Paul’s, Evansville, IN. 

Ordinations
Deacons

Atlanta — Gregoria Betances, Irma
Nohemi Guerra, Kyle Christopher Mackey,
Amy Dills-Moore, Melanie Gibson Rowell,
and Kenya Angela Thompson

Bethlehem — Michele Causton and Mar-
garet Pendergast

Central Florida — Kevin Benjamin Bartle,
Kathryn Sarah Gillett, Kathy Elizabeth Hulin,
and James William Louttit Sr.

Connecticut —  Brett Figlewski,  Jessie
Karpf, and Edwin (Ned) Lewis

Georgia — Rex Vassa Cate, DeWayne Cope,
Arthur Jones,  Bunny Williams,  and Sara
Zevallas

Lexington — Kenneth Allen Pierce
Long Island — John R. Musco, Myldred

Prévil, and Philomé Prévil
Los Angeles — Mark Douglas Dawson
Maryland — Lisa Ashley Bornt, Robert

Monroe Bunker, Taylor Darlington Daynes,
L. Scott Lipscomb, and Patti Luann Sachs

Missouri — Richard Wiskus
Montana — Carolyn Rosen
Northwest Texas— Karen Boyd, Courtney

Jones, and Alvin Stofel
Oklahoma — Spencer Wade Brown and

Janie Layne Koch
Rio Grande — Skip Bambrook
Springfield — Christine Gregory
Western Louisiana (for Eastern Michigan)

— Andrew Christiansen
Western New York — Mona Gaddis

Priests
Connecticut — Carrie Combs
Northern California — Dave Rickert
Oklahoma — José R. Escalera, Robert

Keith Fallis, and Robert Alfred Scott II
Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church (for

West Texas) — Duane Miller

Retirements
The Rev. Al Aiton, as rector of st. John’s by

the Campus, Ames, IA 
The Rev. Hannah Anderson, as canon to

the ordinary in the Diocese of New Hampshire 
The Rev. Ann Copp, as rector of st.

Matthias, Baltimore
The Rev. Robert Dandridge, as rector of st.

Patrick’s, West Monroe, LA
The Rev. Eyleen Farmer, as associate rector

of Calvary, Memphis 
The Rev. Brad Ingalls, as rector of  Holy

Trinity, Churchville, MD 
The Rev. Meg Ingalls, as rector of Transfig-

uration, silver spring, MD
The Rev. Victoria Jamieson-Drake, as asso-

ciate for pastoral ministry at  Chapel of the
Cross, Chapel Hill, NC

The Rev. David Klutterman, as rector of st.
John’s, Wausau, WI 

The Rev. John McDuffie, as rector of Christ
Church, Rockville, MD

The Rev. Stephanie Nagley, as rector of st.
Luke’s, Bethesda, MD



42 THe LIVInG CHURCH • April 8, 2018

eDIToRIAL
Executive Director and Editor Dr. Christopher wells
Managing Editor John schuessler
Senior Editor Douglas Leblanc
News Editor matthew Townsend
Associate Editor The Rev. Dr. Zachary Guiliano
Associate Editor for International News John martin
Assistant Editor The Rev. emily Hylden
Contributing Editors
Dr. Jeff boldt
The Rev. Canon Jordan Hylden
Correspondents
G. Jeffrey macDonald
The Rev. mark michael
Kirk Petersen
bUsIness AnD FULFILLmenT
Office/Business Manager Ruth schimmel
ADVeRTIsInG
Advertising Manager Carrie Knight
mARKeTInG
Kevin shanley & Associates
ARCHIVes
Richard J. mammana, Jr.

THE

LIVINGCHURCH

boARD oF DIReCToRs 
President: The Rt. Rev. Dr. John C. bauerschmidt, nashville
Vice President: Dr. Grace sears, berea, Ky.
secretary: The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. martins, springfield, Ill.
Treasurer: The Rev. s. Thomas Kincaid III, Dallas
Richard Clements, oklahoma City, okla.
marie Howard, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Richard J. mammana, Jr., new Haven, Conn.
The Rev. Canon e. mark stevenson, Hamilton, n.J.

eDIToRIAL AnD bUsIness oFFICes
mailing address:
P.o. box 510705
milwaukee, wI 53203-0121
shipping Address:
816 e. Juneau Avenue 
milwaukee, wI 53202
Phone: 414-276-5420
Fax: 414-276-7483
e-mail: tlc@livingchurch.org
www.livingchurch.org
THe LIVInG CHURCH is published 22 times per year, dated sunday, by
the Living Church Foundation, Inc., at 816 e. Juneau Ave., milwau-
kee, wI 53202. Periodicals postage paid at milwaukee, wI, and at
additional mailing offices.

sUbsCRIPTIon RATes: $55 for one year;  $95 for two years. 
Canadian postage an additional $10 per year;
mexico and all other foreign, an additional $63 per year.
PosTmAsTeR: send address changes to THe LIVInG CHURCH,
P.o. box 510705, milwaukee, wI 53203-0121. subscribers, when
submitting address changes, should please allow 
3-4 weeks for change to take effect.
THe LIVInG CHURCH (Issn 0024-5240) is published by THe LIVInG
CHURCH FoUnDATIon, InC., a non-profit organization serving the
Church. All gifts to the Foundation are tax-deductible.
mAnUsCRIPTs AnD PHoToGRAPHs: THe LIVInG CHURCH cannot
assume responsibility for the return of photos or manuscripts. 
© 2018 The Living Church Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved.
no reproduction in whole or part can be made without permission of
THe LIVInG CHURCH.

VoLUme 256   •   nUmbeR 6 sUNDAY’s READINGs | 2 Easter Day, April 8

Acts 4:32-35 • Ps. 133 • 1 John 1:1-2:2 • John 20:19-31

Hearing, seeing, Touching
The “whole group of those who

believed were of one heart and one
soul, and no one claimed private own-
ership of any possessions, but every-
thing they owned was held in common”
(Acts 4:32). This primitive ideal con-
tinues today as a distinctive feature of
monastic life. Most Christians, though
keeping private wealth, will acknowl-
edge that Christian life is never merely
private. The Church is one heart and
soul, a shared life of all the baptized who
bear the triune name of Father, son, and
Holy spirit (Ps. 133:1). The heart and
soul of the Church is its common wit-
ness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
a witness marked by power, grace, and
joy (Acts 4:33; 1 John 1:4).

“Thomas (who was called the Twin),
one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came” (John 20:24). He
refused to believe, saying, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and
put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not
believe” (John 20:25). 

A week later, when Thomas was
present, Jesus appeared. Thomas saw
and believed. Jesus said, “Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe” (John 20:29). “We
walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).

Yet is not faith a form of seeing, a
way of touching, and a kind of deep
hearing? “We declare to you what was
from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and
touched with our hands, concerning
the word of life” (1 John 1:1). 

There is a sense in which this is true
of every Christian in every age. Not
only do we understand and see God’s
eternal power and divine nature in cre-
ated things, but we also see and touch
the risen Lord in the sacramental life of
the Church and the material wonders
of creation. Jesus is a body, and faith is
a way of seeing him, and hearing him,
and touching him.

The Eucharist is the setting in which
this is most vivid. Christ is present as

the community gathers, present as
scripture is read and preached, present
in prayer and the exchange of peace,
present in bread placed in hands and
wine that touches lips. He is heard and
seen and touched. Notwithstanding
the long and labored debates about the
meaning of the Eucharist, it is theolog-
ically appropriate to affirm the real
presence of Christ is the most graphic
way and devotionally fitting to use
majestic and beautiful words.

Consider Richard Hooker: “Let it
therefore be sufficient for me presenting
myself at the Lord’s table to know what
there I receive from him, without
searching or inquiring of the manner
how Christ performeth his promise; let
disputes and questions, enemies to
piety, abatement of true devotion, and
hitherto in this cause but over patiently
heard, let them take their rest; let
curious and sharp-witted men beat
their heads with what questions them-
selves will, the very letter of the word of
Christ giveth plain security that these
mysteries do as nails fasten us to his
very cross, that by them we draw out as
touching efficacy, force, and virtue, even
the blood of his gored side, in the
wounds of our Redeemer we there dip
our tongues, we are dyed red both
within and without, our hunger is satis-
fied and our thirst forever quenched”
(Laws, Bk. V, LXVII, 12)

We have met him, seen him, and
touched him. Thus, our joy is com-
plete; thus, we have life in his name (1
John 1:4; John 20:31).

Look It Up
Read Richard Hooker on the Eucharist.

Think About It
“O my God thou art true, O my soul
thou art happy” (Hooker).
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sUNDAY’s READINGs | 3 Easter, April 15

Acts 3:12-19 • Ps. 4 • 1 John 3:1-7 • Luke 24:36b-38

It Must Be said
Go into your room, shut the door,

and study in secret, and your
Father who sees in secret will help you.
Read, mark, and inwardly digest. Let
questions arise, let consolations come,
let trouble begin. Hold and use a pen as
John Henry Newman did at prayer.
Pull down dictionaries and commen-
taries. Inspect and read the trail. Revise
and renew. Do not resist your petty
thoughts, your impetuous conclusions,
and your droning on of words. Let
them surface and let them go. Learn
how to hear boredom so it may pass.
Listen for interest, energy, and life.
Watch for a reasonable hope and a
rational love. How will you lift up
hearts in 15 minutes?

Inspiration is never mere bluster. A
slow simmer and a quiet gaze and
some concession to problems will
settle the hearer and win trust. These
words have filled the room: “When
Peter saw it, he addressed the people,
‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at
this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we
had made him walk? The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom
you handed over and rejected  … you
rejected the Holy and Righteous One
… and you killed the Author of life’”
(Acts. 3:12-15). Peter, a Jew, stands in
the midst of Jews, saying that “faith in
his name, his name itself, has made this
man strong.” Healing comes through
the name of the Lord Jesus, the one
who rests in the bosom of the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This is, for
our New Testament writer, an inter-
Jewish story, and thus cannot be an
anti-Jewish story, though, as we know,
such words have been and — God
forbid — may be deployed again with
demonic consequence. 

“You acted in ignorance, as did your
rulers,” Peter says, mindful, no doubt,
of his own denial of Jesus. “All have
sinned and fall short of the Glory of
God” (Rom. 3:23). About this “there is

no distinction” (Rom. 3:22). All refers
to the entire human family; it never
refers to an identifiable group of the
guilty. We should feel grave concern
that nativist populism targets per-
ceived outsiders as the cause of nearly
every social woe and that this garners
from within the Church. Jesus is the
recapitulation of the entire human
family, and therefore the gathering of
all into the Father’s love. God’s love
endures. An informed Christian would
not dare limit “justification by grace as
a gift” to an overt and public profession
of faith. Finally, a Christian will listen
to and gratefully receive wisdom and
knowledge from any culture or people
as a gift from God. 

In a better world, such things would
not need to be said. But they must be
said to make the world better. Christi-
anity is not a search for the guilty, but
is God’s gift of salvation through his
son, a mystery into which we have
been engrafted and privilege to know
but not privileged to exhaust. 

Judge not. Trust the Lord. Put glad-
ness in your heart. Lie down and sleep
in peace. Be a child of God. Open your
mind to his name in all nations (Ps. 4;
1 John 1:3; Luke 4:27). The full joy of
the resurrection is a full joy in all cre-
ation, in all peoples who fear God and
do what is right (Acts 10:35).

Look It Up
Read Acts 3:15.

Think About It
Discomfort gives rise to thought.

Good News to All
e future of God’s kingdom is the focus
in the Diocese of Western New York.
rough the leadership of Bishop R.
William Franklin, our congregations are
weaving a cooperative Web of Grace and
pioneering innovative ways to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ and make their
facilities sustainable for generations to
come.

Worship in our congregations ranges
from traditional Anglo-Catholic to
contemporary, including multimedia,
jazz, and 12-step spirituality services. We
believe that all people are children of God.
is belief is evident in the mission and
outreach conducted by our members and
in the hospitality we extend to all.

e Diocese of Western New York
1064 Brighton Road

Tonawanda, NY 14150
716.881.0660 | episcopalwny.org
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A LIVING CHURCH Partner

Come experience God’s presence
in beautiful Central Florida
Canterbury offers you and your team, your
church or group a place to dream, discover,
recharge and reconnect with God.

• 48 wooded acres on beautiful Lake
Gem • less than 30 minutes from Orlando
airports

• Comfortable lodging
•  Delicious meals
•  smart Room

meeting spaces
•  Walking trails
•  Ropes course
Book your event by calling sue Grosso,

guest services | sue@canterburyretreat.org
1601 Alafaya Trail, Oviedo, FL 32765
407.365.5571

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

e Diocese of Long Island, also known as
the “Dominion in the sea,” is an ethni-
cally and culturally diverse communion
that stretches from the East River to the
furthest reaches of Montauk Point. It
encompasses the New York City boroughs
of Brooklyn and Queens, and Nassau and
suffolk Counties. e Rt. Rev. Lawrence
C. Provenzano is the 8th Bishop of Long
Island, overseeing 129 congregations and
missions, and the several institutions and
agencies that constitute the diocese’s
broader ministry structure.

The Episcopal Diocese of Long Island
36 Cathedral Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
516.248.4800 • dioceselongisland.org

CLAssIFIEDs
FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by email at
festflags@aol.com.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

The

Episcopal
Music ian’s
Handbook
61st Edition
Lectionary Year B
2017-2018

The essential guide for church
musicians and clergy who are
responsible for maintaining
standards for music in the liturgy.

livingchurch.org/emh
800.211.2771

SEEKING MEMBERS

HOLY HIKES™ ECO-MINISTRY— launch a chap-
ter in your diocese of this growing network of eco-min-
istries committed to rebuilding Communion with all of
God’s creation and worshiping God in the beauty of the
outdoors. More info online at www.holyhikes.org

VESTMENTS

RETIRED: beautifully made vestments for sale - many
by Holy Rood. For details please phone (423)767-8838.

NNOOTTIICCEE: MOVING SERVICES

Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net • skip@custommovers.net
““MMoovviinngg EEppiissccooppaall cclleerrggyy ttoo nneeww mmiinniissttrriieess ssiinnccee 11998822..””

Clergy discounts   • Only one survey/ 3 estimates   • Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans   • Late pick-up/delivery penalties*

Internet satellite tracking   • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752
*Certain Restrictions apply

CURRICULUM: Explore God’s love with Shine Sun-
day-school curriculum! Shine: Living in God’s Light
has engaging stories and activities that will teach chil-
dren the Bible, understand that they are known and
loved by God, and learn what it means to follow Jesus.
Find sample sessions, Bible outlines, and more at
www.shinecurriculum.com.

RESOURCES
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19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Jacksonville, Florida
DIoCese oF FLoRIDA
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diocesefl.org

orlando, Florida
DIoCese oF CenTRAL FLoRIDA
1017 e. Robinson st. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

sarasota, Florida
CHURCH oF THe ReDeemeR
222 south Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

Vero beach, Florida
TRInITY CHURCH
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oklahoma City, oklahoma
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episcopaloklahoma.org
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diopa.org
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sT. DAVID’s CHURCH
763 s. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
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nashville, Tennessee
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3700 woodmont blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

nashville, Tennessee
sT. GeoRGe’s CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
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Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe InCARnATIon
3966 mcKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIoCese oF DALLAs
1630 n. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. mICHAeL AnD ALL AnGeLs
8011 Douglas Ave. • 214.363.5471
saintmichael.org

Houston, Texas
THe CHURCH oF sT. JoHn
THe DIVIne
2450 River oaks blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIoCese oF TeXAs
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
sT. DUnsTAn’s CHURCH
14301 stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
sT. mARTIn’s CHURCH
717 sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

san Antonio, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
510 belknap Pl. • 210.736.3132
cecsa.org

san Antonio, Texas
DIoCese oF wesT TeXAs
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

west brattleboro, Vermont
JeRUsALem PeACebUILDeRs
P.o. box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHeDRAL CHURCH 
oF ALL sAInTs
818 e. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

(Continued from previous page) mobile, Alabama
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
115 s. Conception st.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Carlsbad, California
sT. mICHAeL’s bY-THe-seA
2775 Carlsbad blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

meriden, Connecticut
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In ConneCTICUT
290 Pratt street, box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIsT CHURCH, GeoRGeTown
31st and o sts. nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

maitland, Florida
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
331 Lake Ave. • 407.644.5350
goodshepherdmaitland.com

miami, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHeAsT
FLoRIDA
525 n.e. 15 st. • 305.373.0881
diosef.org

oviedo, Florida
CAnTeRbURY ReTReAT 
& ConFeRenCe CenTeR
1601 Alafaya Trail • 407.365.5571
canterburyretreat.org

Parrish, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHwesT
FLoRIDA
8005 25th st. e. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

savannah, Georgia
THe CoLLeGIATe CHURCH
oF sT. PAUL THe APosTLe
1802 Abercorn st. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Indianapolis, Indiana
DIoCese oF InDIAnAPoLIs
1100 w. 42nd st. • 317.926.5454
indydio.org

Des moines, Iowa
DIoCese oF IowA
225 37th st. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

Lafayette, Louisiana
CHURCH oF THe AsCensIon
1030 Johnston st. • 337.232.2732
ascensionlafayette.com

new orleans, Louisiana
DIoCese oF LoUIsIAnA
1623 7th st. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

ellicott City, maryland
sT. JoHn’s PARIsH
DAY sCHooL
9130 Frederick Road
410.465-7644
stjohnspds.org

Potomac, maryland
sT. FRAnCIs CHURCH
10033 River Rd • 301.365.2055
stfrancispotomac.org

Grand Rapids, michigan
GRACe CHURCH
1815 Hall st. se • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

minneapolis, minnesota
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In mInnesoTA
1101 w. broadway Ave.
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

st. Louis, missouri
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
110 n. warson Road
314.993.2306
stpetersepiscopal.org

Jackson, mississippi
DIoCese oF mIssIssIPPI
118 n. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

santa Fe, new mexico
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAITH
311 e. Palace Ave. • 505.982.4447
holyfaithchurchsf.org

Cooperstown, new York
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, new York
DIoCese oF LonG IsLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceseli.org

Greenwich, new York
DIoCese oF ALbAnY
580 burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

new York, new York
CALVARY–sT. GeoRGe’s
61 Gramercy Park n.
646.723.4178
calvarystgeorges.org

new York, new York
GRACe CHURCH
802 broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

Troy, new York
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
146 1st st. • 518.274.5884
stjohnstroy.org

Durham, north Carolina
sT. sTePHen’s CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Providence, Rhode Island
s. sTePHen’s CHURCH
114 George st. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

Columbia, south Carolina
DIoCese oF UPPeR
soUTH CARoLInA
1115 marion st. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosePH oF ARImATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
700 s. Upper broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIoCese oF FoRT woRTH
2900 Alemeda st.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Houston, Texas
sT. FRAnCIs CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd.
713.782.1270
sfch.org

navasota, Texas
CAmP ALLen
18800 Fm 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org
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Fargo, north Dakota
DIoCese oF noRTH DAKoTA
3600 25th st. s. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PITTsbURGH
325 oliver Avenue, suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
sT. AnDRew’s CHURCH
5801 Hampton st. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH oF THe sAVIoR
110 s. Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. AUGUsTIne’s oAK CLIFF
1302 w. Kiest blvd. • 214.371.3441
staugustinesoakcliff.org

Irving, Texas
CHURCH oF THe ReDeemeR
2700 warren Cir. • 972.255.4171
redeemer-irving.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIoCese oF noRTHwesT
TeXAs
1802 broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

Tyler, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
118 s. bois d’Arc • 903.597.9854
christchurchtyler.org

waco, Texas
HoLY sPIRIT CHURCH
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Charlottesville, Virginia
moCKInGbIRD mInIsTRIes
100 w. Jefferson st. 
434.293.2347
mbird.com

seattle, washington
DIoCese oF oLYmPIA
1551 10th Ave. e • 206.325.4200
ecww.org

Delavan, wisconsin
CHRIsT CHURCH
503 e. walworth Ave.
262.728.5292
christchurchdelavan.com

Phoenix, Arizona
DIoCese oF ARIZonA 
114 w. Roosevelt st.
602.254.0976
azdiocese.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIoCese oF DeLAwARe
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
delaware.church

santa Rosa beach, Florida
CHRIsT THe KInG CHURCH
480 n. County Hwy. 393
850.267.3332
christthekingfl.org

south bend, Indiana
DIoCese oF noRTHeRn
InDIAnA
117 n. Lafayette blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Portland, maine
DIoCese oF mAIne
143 state st. • 207.772-1953
episcopalmaine.org

Las Vegas, nevada
DIoCese oF neVADA
9480 s. eastern Ave., ste. 236
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Passaic, new Jersey
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
215 Lafayette Ave.
973.779.0966
stjohnspriestpassaic.com

Henrietta, new York
DIoCese oF RoCHesTeR
3825 e. Henrietta Rd. ste. 100
585.473.2977
www.episcopalrochester.org

new York, new York
CHRIsT & sT. sTePHen’s
CHURCH
120 w. 69th st. • 212.787.2755
csschurch.org 

Chapel Hill, north Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAmILY
200 Hayes Rd. • 919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Kinston, north Carolina
DIoCese oF eAsT CARoLInA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

winston-salem, north Carolina
sT. TImoTHY’s CHURCH
2575 Parkway Dr. • 336.765.0294
sttimothysws.org

Fairfax, Virginia
TRURo AnGLICAn CHURCH
10520 main st. • 703.273.1300
truroanglican.com

Richmond, Virginia
DIoCese oF VIRGInIA
110 w. Franklin st. • 800.DIoCese
thediocese.net
Richmond, Virginia

sT. mATTHew’s ePIsCoPAL
CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmattsrva.org

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCese oF wesT VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia st. e.
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCese oF FonD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. ste. 1b
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

soCIeTY oF mARY
AmeRICAn ReGIon
superior: Fr. John D. Alexander
114 George st.
Providence, RI 02906-1189
somamerica.org
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