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Spiritual Disarmament
“Unholy Trinity” conference confronts the menace of gun violence in America.
Episcopal bishops, clergy, and lay
people gathered in Chicago on April
20-22 for a conference addressing
the problems of poverty, racism, and
gun violence in the United States.

Bishops United Against Gun Vio-
lence’s “Unholy Trinity” conference
met in Hyde Park, the neighborhood
of the University of Chicago and
Barack Obama before his election as
president. It drew about 150 partici-
pants from 37 Episcopal dioceses,
including 25 bishops and one
bishop-elect. Lutherans, Presbyteri-
ans, and Roman Catholics also par-
ticipated.

Chicago had the nation’s highest
number of homicides in 2016.
Chicago’s struggles with violence
may have set the tone for the confer-
ence, but many speakers stressed that
the problem is not isolated to one
city, nor is the outlook as bleak as
many news headlines suggest.

Among the presenters was the Rev.
Canon Kelly Brown Douglas, a pro-
fessor of religion at Goucher College
in Baltimore and canon theologian at
Washington National Cathedral.

Douglas detailed racism’s roots in
Colonial-era America before outlin-
ing an indictment of white supremacy
in the United States. Higher rates of
poverty and incarceration, she argued,
are continuing effects of a “violent
anti-black narrative that helps to
define American identity.”

Given such historic and systemic
oppression, Douglas asked why it is
surprising that blacks face a greater
threat of violence.

“The system has been structured
to lead to their death, not to their
life,” she said.

Afternoon workshops on April 21
featured discussions of how to lobby
legislators, how to engage with evan-
gelical Christians on these issues,
and how to develop community
organizing campaigns. In one ses-

sion, the Rev. Carol Reese discussed
her work as a chaplain in the trauma
center of Chicago’s John H. Stroger,
Jr., Hospital. In another session, a
delegation from the Diocese of Mas-
sachusetts explained the diocese’s
successes working with youth in a
program called B-Peace for Jorge,
which honors a young man who was
murdered in 2012.

The Rev. Rob Schenck, president
of the recently created Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer Institute in Washington
joined Lucy McBath in leading a
workshop about evangelical Chris-
tians and gun violence. McBath,
whose 17-year-old son, Jordan, was
shot dead at a Florida gas station in
2012, are the subjects of a documen-
tary, The Armor of Light (2015).

“I think it’s critical and necessary
that we treat the subject as a moral,
ethical, and even spiritual concern,”
Schenck told TLC. He said the life-
and-death nature of gun violence
and the way it affects relationships
make it a theologically substantial
subject that often finds evangelicals
and other Christians on opposite
sides of the spectrum.

Schenck, a pastor in what he
describes as a very conservative and
evangelical old-line Methodist tradi-
tion, said he sought to create conver-
sation and understanding between
mainline Protestants and evangeli-
cals at the workshop.

“I wasn’t sure how many of my
attendees would know, for example,
that evangelicals are one of the popu-
lation subgroups that are most likely
to defend unfettered gun access and
to actually have access to firearms,” he
said. “This was really about revealing
serious ethical, moral, and theological
problems in my own community.”

Schenck hopes participants in
Unholy Trinity will see the challenge
of working with evangelicals as a
worthy one that shows promise. “It
won’t happen passively,” he said. “So,
I asked participants in my session for
help. I literally asked them for help to
get to a better place.”

The conference included a public
procession down the sidewalks of the
streets that lead through the Univer-
sity of Chicago.

Matthew Townsend, with reporting
by David Paulsen, ENS

David Paulsen/Episcopal News Service photo

Bishops Jeffrey Lee, Ian Douglas, Mark Beckwith, Eugene Taylor Sutton, and Mariann Edgar
Budde carry an “Unholy Trinity” conference banner as they lead a procession April 21 on the
streets of Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood.
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Risk it All in Mission
Participants in the Missional Voices
National Gathering heard challenges
to risk everything and explore trans-
formative new ways of ministry to
share Jesus’ love. The conference met at
Virginia Theological Seminary on
April 21-22.

The gathering drew about 225
clergy, seminarians, and lay people to
VTS; about one-third were seminari-
ans. This was the second Missional
Voices conference, following last
spring’s student-organized event.

The Rev. Alan Bentrup, cofounder
of Missional Voices, was a VTS student
when he helped organize that first
meeting. He told TLC the purpose of
this year’s gathering was to continue
the conversation within the Episcopal
Church on innovative ministries and
missional communities. Bentrup is
now a curate at St. Mary’s Church in
Cypress, Texas.

The gathering met in partnership
with VTS, the Diocese of Texas, the
Diocese of Washington, Bexley
Seabury, the Episcopal Evangelism So-
ciety, Evangelism Initiatives, and Gen-
esis. The aim: to create an annual event
that empowers congregations to de-
velop new forms of church that reach
an increasingly diverse society. Plans
are to hold the 2018 Missional Voices
gathering April 19-21 in Indianapolis,
Bentrup said.

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, dean
and president of VTS, said he is com-
mitted to the work of Missional Voices
because the gathering can create a net-
work of people who are doing innova-
tive work within the Church. “The net-
work will make a difference to the
future of our tradition,” he said. He
added that the “single greatest threat to
the Episcopal Church is our paralysis.”

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle,
keynote speaker and Bishop of Texas,
stressed the need to look beyond the
institutional church in finding new
forms of ministry.

“Everything is about supporting a
structure in which we are imprisoned,”
he said. “We have made the church a
professional business.” This structured
church is “an organization that Jesus
did not imagine.”

Doyle noted that all of Jesus’ disci-
ples turned into apostles and were sent
into the wider world. The bishop said
of the current church structure, “If
we’re going to have it, it has to work for
the gospel.”

Doyle cited Jesus’ parable of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) to il-
lustrate the concept that Christians
need to think of everyone as their
neighbors, not just the like-minded.
Followers of Jesus are called to “step
fearlessly outside what our culture has
sanctified,” he said.

“I think we completely underesti-
mate what Jesus expects of us as indi-
viduals and as a church,” Doyle said.
“There is a deep sacrificial act that is
required of us. … This is not about be-
ing nice people.”

Asked by TLC what advice he would
give to congregations, given the
church’s institutional structure, he said,
“You have to be good stewards of what
you have.” But he also said parishioners
need to take ministry into surrounding
neighborhoods: “You have to walk out-
side your doors and meet your neigh-
bors.”

The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers,
canon to the presiding bishop for evan-
gelism and reconciliation and a faculty
member at General Theological Semi-
nary, cited Luke 10:1-12, in which Je-
sus calls 70 of his disciples and gives
them instructions for taking the risk
of going out into the world. He tells
them to travel from town to town car-
rying no purse, bag, or sandals, preach-
ing the kingdom of God. That passage,
she said, embraces Jesus’ values of what
it means to be church. Spellers said
traits important in missional ministry
include humility, curiosity, compas-
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sion, a sense of playfulness and joy, and
resilience.

The Rev. Tim Baer and the Rev.
Kirsten Baer, 2011 graduates of VTS,
took a risk when they accepted a call in
July 2013 from the Rt. Rev. Edward K.
Konieczny, Bishop of Oklahoma, to
provide a new vision for ministry in
Yukon, a growing suburb northwest of
Oklahoma City. They faced hard deci-
sions when they took over as co-vicars
of the small Church of the Savior, in
which membership had shrunk to
about 25.

“It was really a prime location to
start a new church,” said Tim Baer, but
“it was a hard restart.” Kirsten Baer
said the church was cluttered and badly
in need of repairs.

The Baers decided to close the
church for a while and meet with
parishioners in their living room to
discuss a new vision and bring in new
people. They talked about what a
church of 200 to 300 members might
look like.

“It’s a pretty extreme option,” said
Tim Baer of closing a struggling
church for a time. “Maybe more
churches should try it.”

Kirsten Baer said she and her hus-
band took pruning as their inspiration,
which Jesus mentions often (see John
15:1-5).

“We threw out a lot, we cleaned, we
renovated,” she said. “We also pruned
old ideas.” But, she emphasized, “We
did not prune people.”

She said they knew they were on the
right track when a 14-year-old said, “I
will do anything to help this church
grow.”

Grow it did, doubling even before a
relaunch in January 2014 with its new
name, Grace Church. It has grown 30
to 40 percent year by year and now has
about 275 active parishioners.

Tim Baer said their story is “just one
example of restarts in the Episcopal
Church.” But unfortunately, he said,
“the Episcopal Church is closing more
churches than we are starting.”

Both Tim and Kirsten Baer empha-
sized the importance of having the
trust, support, and courage of their
bishop. They said he provided a step-
down grant of $500,000 for the restart.
It takes “spiritual venture capitalists” to

invest in the mission of the church,
Tim Baer stressed. “It takes money to
do ministry. … We can’t be afraid to
ask for that.”

“Focus on your spiritual life, focus
on your roots,” Tim Baer told seminar-
ians at the conference. “The Spirit is
moving; let’s get pruning.”

Above all, he told them, they need to
spend time in prayer, noting that he
and his wife had never prayed so fer-
vently as when they were sent to
Yukon.

The Rev. Nancy Frausto took a risk
when she became pastor of Trinity
Church on Melrose Avenue in Los An-
geles, which she described as a
“scrappy” church that preaches the
gospel on the wrong side of the tracks
in Hollywood, far from the glamor pic-
tured in movie magazines.

“Scrappy church ministry is not for
the weak,” she said. “I love scrappy
church ministry because it’s full of
scrappy people. … I have learned that
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good things are worth fighting for.” She
described scrappy ministry as “ugly
and dirty and heartbreaking” and a re-
sponse to the “benign neglect of the
higher leadership of the mainstream
church.”

“It’s all about love,” she said.
“Scrappy church love calls you to be
authentic.”

Frausto, who recently left Trinity
and said that this scrappy church may
have to close, recounted the story of a
former parishioner who had become
homeless and lived on the streets.

The man came forward during a
Maundy Thursday service to have his
feet washed. Frausto, wondering if any-
one would rise to wash his feet, was
moved when everyone came forward,
including children.

“It took six of us to remove his shoes

and socks,” she said. They were en-
crusted with a mixture of sweat, dirt,
and blood. A parishioner offered the
man clean socks and shoes.

“Real ministry that is out in the
street will break your heart, and it’s
worth it,” Frausto said. “Take up your
cross and risk it all, just like Jesus.”

The Rev. Becca Stevens, founder and
president of Nashville’s Thistle Farms
and the Magdalen House recovery pro-
gram (a healing ministry for women
who have a history of substance abuse
and prostitution) said she had to learn
that success and faithfulness are not
the same thing.

“I spent years trying to hide it when
someone relapsed in our program,”
said Stevens, who has served as chap-
lain of St. Augustine’s Chapel at Van-
derbilt University.

But, she said, she has learned as a
risk-taker that “if you are faithful to
what you’re doing … people can weep
with you. People will hope with you,
people will long with you.”

Thistle Farms, whose motto is “Love
Heals Every Body,” is the largest U.S.
social enterprise run by survivors of
violence, trafficking, prostitution, and
addiction. It makes handcrafted natu-
ral body and home wares such as
soaps, healing oils, and candles, fun-
neling the profits from sales back to
the women who make them.

Stevens’s healing ministry also has
an international outreach. She de-
scribed a new Thistle Farms weaving
project with Syrian refugee women in
the Rilsona Greek refugee camp. The
women are learning to weave door-
mats using the bright material from life
vests they wore during their harrowing
escape from Syria.

“You heal the women, you heal the
village. … Let new dreams come,” said
Stevens, who in 2011 was named a
Champion of Change by the White
House for her work against domestic
violence. “We are walking toward
wholeness and healing together. …
This is old-school stuff; it’s called com-
munity.” She said, “It’s a privilege to do
the missional work of the church.”

Like Stevens and Frausto, other
speakers emphasized the spiritual re-
wards of missional ministry. Indeed,
people who receive missional ministry

need to be allowed the opportunity to
give back, said the Rev. Canon Angela
S. Ifill, retired missioner for black min-
istries in the Episcopal Church.

“Even in our most generous mo-
ments we talk about ‘doing for,’”
Spellers said. “Look for what people
know” instead of going into a neigh-
borhood “wondering how you can fix
them.”

Peggy Eastman

Reforms in Haiti
A newly released covenant among Pre-
siding Bishop Michael Curry and the
bishops and standing committee of
Haiti requires that the Rt. Rev. Ogé
Beauvoir resign his role as bishop suf-
fragan. Bishop Curry will then appoint
him as special envoy to Food for the
Poor, which has employed Bishop
Beauvoir since May 2015 as executive
director of its Haiti office.

The Office of Public Affairs has re-
leased a report about the covenant,
English and French copies of the
covenant, Bishop Curry’s letter to the
covenant’s parties, and a memorandum
of understanding.

The covenant “seeks to address and
resolve many of the issues of conflict
that have been burdening the diocese,”
lifts postponed fundraising by the
Episcopal Church, and opens new pos-
sibilities for a united future as the dio-
cese prepares to elect its next bishop in
2018.

Greater 501(c)3 Freedom
Churches in the United States may
now exercise more freedom of speech
on political issues, thanks to an execu-
tive order signed by President Donald
Trump on May 4.

The order directs the IRS to use
“maximum enforcement discretion” of
the regulation, which prohibits
churches and tax-exempt groups from
participating in campaigns and en-
dorsing candidates. Churches and
other 501(c)3 organizations that stray
into political speech risk losing tax-ex-
empt status.

Trump signed the order on the Na-
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gytional Day of Prayer at the White

House. “This financial threat against
the faith community is over,” Trump
said. “No one should be censoring ser-
mons or targeting pastors.”

The order did not repeal the rule but
directed the IRS to stop enforcing it.
During a speech in February, Trump
had promised to “totally destroy” the
Johnson Amendment. Congress ap-
proved the law in 1954 under the guid-
ance of Sen. Lyndon Johnson, who
later became president. Repealing the
amendment requires an act of Con-
gress.

Some religious leaders and pastors
expressed dissatisfaction to the Associ-
ated Press about the order, saying it
was inadequate. Gregory Baylor, senior
counsel for the Alliance Defending
Freedom, told the AP that the order
leaves Trump’s campaign promises un-
fulfilled.

Evangelical leader Ralph Reed, how-
ever, said the order was a first step.
“This administratively removes the
threat of harassment,” Reed told the
AP. “That is a really big deal.”

Episcopalians have been more tight-
lipped on the order’s suggested expan-
sion of speech rights, which Trump
also says will provide “regulatory re-
lief ” by suspending Affordable Care
Act requirements that require employ-
ers to provide access to birth control,
including abortifacients.

Employers ranging from Hobby
Lobby to Little Sisters of the Poor filed
lawsuits to seek exceptions from that
requirement.

Neva Rae Fox, public affairs officer
of the Episcopal Church, told TLC by
email that she did not anticipate com-
ment from Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry.

The Rt. Rev. Scott B. Hayashi,
Bishop of Utah, told FOX 13 in Salt
Lake City that he had mixed feelings
on the order.

“On the one level, I’m happy he did
not attempt to allow businesses to dis-
criminate on religious grounds,” he
said. “On the other hand, there is a fair
amount to be concerned about what
may be coming next.”

Hayashi said he tries to avoid en-
dorsing candidates or parties in his

(Continued on next page)
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Freedom of Speech
(Continued from previous page)

work as a bishop, and cited fear that
“churches can simply become tools of
whatever candidate or wealthy indi-
vidual wants to get so-and-so elected
to office.”

The Episcopal Church is no stranger
to the effects of the Johnson Amend-
ment. In 2005, the IRS warned All
Saints Church in Pasadena, California,
that it risked losing tax-exempt status
because of a guest sermon delivered
two days before the 2004 presidential
election.

The Rev. George F. Regas, former
rector of the parish, called the Iraq war

a disaster. The IRS cited a description
of the sermon as a “searing indictment
of the Bush administration’s policies in
Iraq” and noted that the sermon de-
scribed “tax cuts as inimical to the val-
ues of Jesus.”

The IRS dropped the matter two
years later.

Matthew Townsend

No Blessing Rites
in Ireland
The Church of Ireland’s General Synod
rejected a call for services that cele-
brate same-sex unions. It voted 147 to
176 with 24 abstentions to reject a mo-
tion asking the church’s bishops to
commission a service of public thanks-

giving for legally married same-sex
couples.

The synod did, however, authorize
bishops to further examine theologi-
cal differences on the issue.

The vote followed a two-hour de-
bate. Clergy (56 to 72, nine absten-
tions) and laity (90 to 104, 15 absten-
tions) voted against. The motion was
sponsored by Changing Attitude Ire-
land. Opponents said it impinged on
the church’s traditional teaching on
marriage and would constitute a prob-
lem for relations with other churches.

One delegate, the Rev. Trevor John-
ston of the Diocese of Connor in
Northern Ireland, said the motion dis-
criminated against those who do not
act on their same-sex attraction.

“I feel I am being bullied,” said the
Rev Alison Calvin of Kilmore. “It’s not
fair that my deeply held convictions
are portrayed as those of a narrow-
minded bigot.”

The synod had before it a 96-page
Guide to the Conversation on Human
Sexuality in the Context of Christian
Belief. The guide, the result of four
years of work, made clear that there
were “deep divisions” within the select
committee producing it and the
Church of Ireland.

The motion asked the church to pre-
pare “sensitive pastoral arrangements
for public prayer and thanksgiving
with same-sex couples” at key points in
their lives, including marriage. It also
asked the church to acknowledge the
“injury felt by members who enter into
loving, committed and legally recog-
nized same-sex relationships, due to
the absence of provision for them.”

“The tone of the debate was respect-
ful on both sides of the discussion and
the debate was very sensitively chaired
by the Archbishop of Armagh,” said
Canon Ian Ellis, editor of Church of Ire-
land Gazette, in the Belfast Telegraph.
“While I believe that couples who enter
into such same-sex relationships need
to be reassured both that the Church
respects their love and care for each
other and that they are not barred from
receiving Holy Communion, I believe
that the kind of public liturgical cele-
bration that was envisaged in the mo-
tion could easily have given rise to con-
fusion over the Church of Ireland’s
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teaching that marriage is between one
man and one woman.”

“We hope people will see this not as
a defeat but as a debate to be revisited,”
said Scott Golden of Changing Atti-
tude Ireland. “It’s encouraging to note
that views are changing.”

John Martin

Church Picks Austin
Developer for Archives
Building Project
The Episcopal Church has chosen
Cielo Property Group to develop a
church-owned city block in downtown
Austin as the new home of the
Archives of the Episcopal Church and
an adjoining mixed-use project.

The Episcopal Church purchased
the Austin city block bounded by Sev-
enth, Eighth, Trinity, and Neches
Streets in 2009 as the site for the
archives. The new 67,000-square-foot
home of the archives will include re-
search, exhibit, and public space. The
facility will serve as a space in which
Episcopalians and others can study and
celebrate the history, beliefs, and work
of the church and provide a cultural
amenity for the broader Austin com-
munity.

The church chose Cielo from among
40 private developers that expressed
interest in the property. The church re-
quested proposals in 2015 from private
developers interested in a partnership
to build the national archives facility
and a mixed-use project. As part of its
search, the church developed a website
called Block 87.

“Years of thoughtful planning have
led to this remarkable partnership to
achieve the Episcopal Church’s goal of a
permanent research facility for its his-
torical archives,” said Mark Duffy, di-
rector of the archives. “We are excited
by this next step for the archives in set-
ting down deeper roots in the Austin
community, where church life, educa-
tion, research, and cultural engagement
are valued and affirmed as gifts.”

“We wanted a partner who knew
Austin and was trusted by the commu-
nity,” said the Rev. Canon Lang Lowrey
III of Atlanta, who represented the

church in its search for a development
partner. “Cielo is an Austin-based
company led by people who really care
about making the city a better place.
This, combined with their vision and
ideas for the property, made Cielo our
top choice.”

“Cielo is honored to be selected by
the Episcopal Church,” said founding
partner Bobby Dillard. “We under-
stand the importance of this project to
the Church and its members, and we’re
excited to have the opportunity to
bring even more positive change to the
northeast area of downtown Austin
where many exciting things are already
happening.”

Dillard said the company is in the
early stages of designing the mixed-use
project, but the concepts are prelimi-
nary. Financial details were not released.

Cielo is a privately owned commer-
cial real estate investment and develop-
ment firm that specializes in redevelop-
ing and repositioning of underutilized
properties with strong potential for
value enhancement. Founded in 2010,

the company has acquired or developed
more than 1.3 million square feet of
commercial real estate assets in Texas,
including eight retail and office build-
ings in Austin’s urban core, where the
company is developing an additional
500,000 square feet of office, retail, and
residential projects.

Office of Public Affairs

A ‘Hate Crime’
that Barked
An organist has been arrested in the
post-election vandalism at an Episcopal
church in Indiana — an incident that
generated national headlines in No-
vember as a possible case of politically
motivated hate speech, but one that
prosecutors now say was instead the act
of someone hoping to mobilize others
disappointed with the election results.

Nathan Stang, 26, faces a misde-
meanor count of institutional criminal
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‘Hate Crime’ 
(Continued from previous page)

mischief for the damage to St. David’s
Church, the congregation in Bean
Blossom, Indiana, where he serves as
organist. He was arrested May 3, three
days after Episcopal Church Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry came to St.
David’s to preside at the Sunday Eu-
charist and preach.

The congregation feels “like we had
the rug pulled out from underneath
us,” the Rev. Kelsey Hutto, priest-in-
charge at St. David’s, told Episcopal
News Service in a May 3 interview.

David Paulsen, ENS

GAFCON Enters
Europe & U.K.
The primates of GAFCON have de-
cided to consecrate a bishop for Eu-
rope and the United Kingdom as they
anticipate rites for same-sex marriage
within the Scottish Episcopal Church.
The primates met in Nigeria on April
24-28.

“Of immediate concern is the reality
that … the Scottish Episcopal Church
is likely to formalize [its] rejection of
Jesus’ teaching on marriage,” the
GAFCON primates wrote in a com-
muniqué that followed the meeting. “If
this were to happen, faithful Anglicans
in Scotland will need appropriate pas-
toral care.”

Already there is speculation about
the identity of the GAFCON bishop,
including the Rt. Rev. Michael Nazir-
Ali, former Bishop of Rochester, and
Canon Andy Lines, chairman of
GAFCON-UK and general secretary
of the Crosslinks mission agency.

The Most Rev. David Chillingworth,
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal
Church, responded to GAFCON’s plan
on May 1.

“In June, the General Synod of the
Scottish Episcopal Church will reach
the final stage of consideration of
changes which would make possible
same-sex marriage in our churches,”

he said. “The news that GAFCON in-
tends to send a missionary bishop to
Britain is regrettable. The Anglican
Communion functions as a global
communion on the basis of respect for
the territorial integrity of each
province. This move is a breach of that
understanding.”

GAFCON offers courses for bishops
through a Bishops Training Institute
conference.

John Martin

Baskerville-Burrows
Leads Indianapolis
The Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows
was ordained and consecrated the
eleventh bishop of Indianapolis April
29, making her the first black woman
to lead a diocese in the history of the
Episcopal Church and the first woman
to succeed another woman as dioce-
san bishop.

From 2012 until her election as
bishop, Baskerville-Burrows served as
director of networking in the Diocese
of Chicago.

Before her work in Chicago,
Baskerville-Burrows was rector of
Grace Episcopal Church in Syracuse,
New York, where she also served as
Episcopal chaplain at Syracuse Univer-
sity. She holds a bachelor’s degree from
Smith College, a master’s degree in his-
toric preservation planning from Cor-
nell University, and a master of divin-
ity from Church Divinity School of the
Pacific.

She and her husband, Harrison, met
at her ordination to the priesthood in
1998 and were married in 2003. They
have a son, Timothy, age 6, who is a
kindergarten student at St. Richard’s
Episcopal School in Indianapolis.

ENS

Long Path to New Call
The Rev. Jake Worley, an Alabama-
born priest, has been elected bishop of
the Diocese of Caledonia in British
Columbia, Canada.

Worley, rector of the Bulkley Valley
Regional Parish, which includes three
congregations in northern British Co-
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lumbia, was elected on the eighth bal-
lot of an episcopal election held in
Prince Rupert on April 22.

Worley is a graduate of Trinity
School for Ministry and was ordained
in the Episcopal Church in 2005. He
founded a church that became part of
the Anglican Church in North Amer-
ica, served as an interim rector at St.
Martin’s Anglican Church in Fort St.
John, British Columbia, served a year
as a priest in the Church of Ireland,
and most recently became rector in
Bulkley Valley.

Tali Folkins, Anglican Journal

Llandaff Appointment
The Very Rev. June Osborne, Dean of
Salisbury for 13 years, has been chosen
as the 72nd Bishop of Llandaff, a dio-
cese that serves most of Cardiff, the
South Wales Valleys, and the Vale of
Glamorgan.

Bishops of the Church in Wales be-
came responsible for appointing the
Bishop of Llandaff when no candidate
nominated at the electoral college in
February secured enough votes for
election.

The Very Rev. Jeffrey John protested
that election, which he said discrimi-
nated against him as an openly gay
man. Several other parties joined him
in the protest, but the church stood by
its decision.

A confirmation vote by the Sacred
Synod of Church in Wales Bishops is
scheduled for July 14 at Brecon Cathe-
dral. Dean Osborne’s consecration is
scheduled for July 15, and she will be
enthroned at Llandaff Cathedral on
July 22.

Anna Morrell, The Church in Wales

Costa Rica’s
Texas Extension
The Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso, Bishop
of Costa Rica, will serve as Assistant
Bishop of Texas beginning July 1.

Monterroso will serve as bishop of
the southern region of the diocese.
Elected delegates approved the posi-
tion at the diocese’s annual meeting in

(Continued on next page)
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Assistant in Texas 
(Continued from previous page)

Galveston on Feb 12.
Citing their mutual vision of mis-

sion and evangelism, Bishop C. An-
drew Doyle said Monterroso’s work
will continue to strengthen growth in
Hispanic congregations and new mis-
sional communities and church plants
in the Diocese of Texas.

“I’m thrilled Bishop Monterroso has
accepted my invitation to join our
diocesan staff,” Bishop Doyle said. “He
has a heart for mission and will be a
great presence in our congregations.
He will also help raise up leaders
within the Hispanic congregations, al-
though he will not minister in these
communities exclusively.”

“I identified with Bishop Doyle’s vi-
sion of missional communities and ex-
pansion,” Bishop Monterroso said.

While other U.S. dioceses had ap-
proached him previously, Monterroso
said he felt most aligned with Bishop
Doyle and the Diocese of Texas.

The Diocese of Texas

Five Delaware Nominees 
The Diocese of Delaware has an-
nounced a five-member slate in the
search for the diocese’s 11th bishop:

• The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens,
Bishop Suffragan, the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut

• The Very Rev. Michael Battle, Her-
bert Thompson Professor of Church

and Society and director of the
Desmond Tutu Center at General The-
ological Seminary

• The Rev. Kevin S. Brown, rector,
Church of the Holy Comforter, Char-
lotte

• The Rev. Patricia S. Downing, rec-
tor, Trinity and Old Swedes Parish,
Wilmington, Delaware

• The Rev. Canon Scott A. Gunn, ex-
ecutive director of Forward Movement

The election is scheduled during a
special convention on July 15.

East Tennessee Slate
The Diocese of East Tennessee has an-
nounced a slate of four men and one
woman for the diocese’s election of a
fifth bishop:

• The Rev. Brian Cole, rector of
Good Shepherd, Lexington, Kentucky

• The Rev. Hendree Harrison, rector
of St. Paul’s, Athens, Tennessee

• The Rev. Canon Frank Logue, canon
to the ordinary, Diocese of Georgia

• The Rev. Canon Lance Ousley,
canon for stewardship and develop-
ment in the Diocese of Olympia and
priest-in-charge of St. John’s, Kirkland,
Washington

• The Rev. Marty Stebbins, rector of
St. Timothy’s, Wilson, North Carolina

The election is scheduled for July 28
at St. John’s Cathedral in Knoxville.

Sudanese Church 
Plans School
Despite civil war and 500 percent in-
flation, the Episcopal Church of South

Sudan is pressing ahead with plans to
found an Anglican university for the
nation. The plan is to open the multi-
campus university in the next two
years.

An important part of the vision for
the new institution is being a catalyst
for national unity, and it will be open
to all regardless of tribe. The new uni-
versity will bring together eight exist-
ing Anglican theological colleges in
South Sudan.

There are currently five state-run
universities in South Sudan, but three
have suspended operations because of
civil war.

There is high demand for tertiary
education, not least for women.
Women account for a quarter of cur-
rent South Sudan university students.

The U.K.-based South Sudan
Church Partnership is among the pro-
ject’s backers.

John Martin

Archbishop Welby
at Yad Vashem
The Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Chief Rabbi of the Commonwealth
visited Israel’s Holocaust memorial,
Yad Vashem, May 3.

Archbishop Justin Welby and Chief
Rabbi Mirvis made the joint visit to re-
member and lament the tragedy of the
Holocaust. Speaking at Yad Vashem,
the archbishop acknowledged the his-
tory of anti-Semitism in the Church
and restated his commitment to con-
tinue efforts to stop anti-Semitism.

Earlier in the day, the two leaders
prayed for peace at the Western Wall in
Jerusalem.

Steps to Reconciliation
Church leaders invite Episcopalians to
study the newly released Becoming
Beloved Community: The Episcopal
Church’s Long-term Commitment to
Racial Healing, Reconciliation and Jus-
tice.

The document’s release follows a
year of consultation by the presiding
bishop, the president of the House of
Deputies, and other officers of General
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Convention’s House of Bishops and
House of Deputies.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and
the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president
of the House of Deputies, will host a
webinar to discuss the church’s long-
term commitment May 16.

“You’re not looking at a set of pro-
grams,” Bishop Curry said. “You’re
looking at a path for how we, as the
Episcopal branch of the Jesus move-
ment, can more fully and prayerfully
embody the loving, liberating, life-giv-
ing way of Jesus in our relationships
with each other. Look at the scriptures,
at Christian history. There is no doubt
that beloved community, healing, jus-
tice and reconciliation are at the heart
of Jesus’ movement in this world.”

Becoming Beloved Community’s vi-
sion emerges as a response to General
Convention Resolution C019 (“Estab-
lish Response to Systemic Injustice”).
The comprehensive commitment,
which the church’s top leaders created
in partnership with the presiding
bishop’s staff, key leaders, networks,
and organizations dedicated to racial
reconciliation, links new initiatives
with existing work and seeks to sup-
port local, regional, provincial, and
churchwide network efforts.

Office of Public Affairs

Bishops Defend
Refugees
Sixteen bishops of the Episcopal
Church have filed an amici curiae brief
that opposes President Trump’s execu-
tive order restricting immigration.

Attorneys for the bishops filed the
brief April 21 with the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth District in San
Francisco. Another brief, filed with the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit in Richmond, makes the same
arguments.

“The Bishops earnestly believe the
President’s recently revised executive
order impedes the ability of Episco-
palians to practice their faith and keep
their baptismal covenant with God,”
the brief says. “This executive order
has slammed the door on people who
have suffered some of the greatest
atrocities in recent times, and it does

this solely on the basis of their religion.
From its earliest inception, America
has been a safe haven for victims of re-
ligious oppression in part because reli-
gious tolerance is a value enshrined in
our Constitution through the Estab-
lishment Clause.”

Cathedrals and Expenses
English cathedrals would be in fine
shape if the sole measure were the

numbers of people worshiping within
them. Half of them, however, face
acute financial challenges, and Arch-
bishop Justin Welby has warned
against believing they are too big to
fail.

Cathedral deans are meeting in Lon-
don in the last week of April amid talk
of cash crises and out-of-control costs.
A cathedral “could get into a situation
so desperate that there is no obvious
solution,” said the Rt. Rev. Adrian
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Cathedrals 
(Continued from previous page)

Newman, Bishop of Stepney and for-
mer Dean of Rochester, in The
Guardian.

Newman, who leads a new national
working group to investigate the run-
ning and financing of cathedrals, said
his “finger-in-the-wind estimate” is
that nearly half of cathedrals face stern
financial challenges.

A new cloud on the horizon is an
expectation of greatly reduced govern-
ment funding for cathedral mainte-
nance through the Heritage Lottery
Fund.

In recent months, stories have
emerged of individual cathedrals in
trouble. Guilford Cathedral’s plans for
a massive house-building project on its
grounds suffered a death blow when
the Guildford Borough Council vetoed
the plan.

The Bishops of Exeter and Peterbor-
ough recently intervened because their
respective cathedrals were in a parlous
financial state. Peterborough had a se-
vere cash flow crisis leading to job re-
dundancies. Intervention by the
Bishop of Exeter led to the early retire-
ment of its dean.

There is no national process for

funding cathedrals or national rules for
running them. Core congregations are
often quite small, and those cathedrals
that charge entry fees to non-worship-
ing visitors are generally better off than
those that request contributions. But
only nine of the 44 charge entrance
fees.

Westminster Abbey charges tourist
visitors £20. Durham, a historic 900-
year-old building, asks £7.50 for the
chance to visit a permanent exhibition.
Its annual deficit is currently £500,000.
The average visitor contributes 35
pence against daily average running
costs of £3,500.

“There has never been a time over
the past 25 to 30 years when we’ve had
so little public money going into cathe-
drals,” Newman said. “And I think that
does need looking at afresh.”

His working group is due to report
in December.

John Martin

One Baptism
Roman Catholic and Coptic churches
have agreed to recognize each other’s
baptisms. The decision was disclosed
in a common declaration signed on
April 28 by Pope Francis and Pope
Tawadros II of the Coptic Orthodox
Church. Francis was on a solidarity
visit to Egypt in the wake of the Palm

Sunday bombings that left 47 Coptic
Christians dead and many injured.

Under the agreement, the churches
undertake not to repeat baptisms done
by the other church. This long-stand-
ing practice followed the split between
the two churches dating from the
Council of Chalcedon (451).

The statement commits the
churches to work together for a shared
formulation of the Lord’s Prayer and a
common date for celebrating Easter.
While in Egypt, Pope Francis ad-
dressed a peace conference hosted by
the Grand Imam of al-Azhar.

John Martin

TLC Wins 3 Awards
THE LIVING CHURCH won three honors
in the Best of the Christian Press
Awards 2017 by the Associated Church
Press:

• Photography: Photo Spread —
“New Americans: A photo essay by
Asher Imtiaz” (Sept. 4)

• Photography: Single Photo —
Richard Hill, for “A Nation Wounded,”
the focus of TLC’s cover essays (Aug. 7)

• Reporting and Writing: Biographi-
cal Profile — Richard Mammana, for
his profile of Mabel Dearmer, an artist,
writer, and pacifist who gave her life in
caring for the wounded of World War I
(June 12)

Members of the Associated Church
Press, founded in 1916, share a com-
mon commitment to excellence in
journalism to describe, reflect, and
support the life of faith and the Chris-
tian community.

The ACP announced the award-
winners April 28 during its annual
convention, which met this year in
Chicago.

Visit our website:
livingchurch.org

and our weblog:
covenant.livingchurch.org
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Pay for a Priest or a Building
For churches with limited income, various options help ministry continue.

By G. Jeffrey MacDonald

In Bethel, Vermont, Christ Church
cannot afford a full-time priest. But
its buildings — an in-town church

and parish hall, plus a historic church
for summer use a few miles away in
the countryside — are in good shape.
So is the congregation’s record of giv-
ing thousands a year to the local food
pantry and supporting other missions.

Christ Church’s priest, the Rev. She-
lie Richardson, is a volunteer who
works as a full-time insurance agent.

That has freed much-needed cash for
buildings and benevolence.

“It’s money we just wouldn’t have
available if we were trying to pay for a
salary, a reasonable retirement, and all
the things that go along with being an
employer,” said Nancy Wuttke, Christ
Church’s senior warden.

In turning to volunteer clergy, Christ
Church ranks among scores of Episco-
pal congregations exploring what be-
comes possible when the priest is not
paid a penny. Such arrangements can
have drawbacks and need careful

structure, diocesan officials say. But
they also open the door to new vitality,
an invigorated laity, and what many re-
gard as a heartening shift in congrega-
tional dynamics.

“This is a small but mighty congre-
gation,” said the Rev. Beth Hilgartner,
diocesan companion to Christ Church,
which has an average Sunday atten-
dance of about 20. “In some ways,
they’re more vital than when they had
a paid priest. … I like to ask, what does
this church mean to you? In a vital con-

St. Luke’s Church in Fair Haven, Vermont G. Jeffrey MacDonald photo
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The Rev. Deacon Kathy Hartman leads her fellow congregants in worship at Christ Church in Bethel, Vermont. Photo courtesy of Christ Church

gregation, the answers will be all about
the community that gathers or about
the ministry they’re doing in the
world.”

Because unpaid clerics are seldom
identified as such, their status often is
unnoticed, but they are in every dio-
cese of the Episcopal Church. Thirteen
percent of all working Episcopal clergy
are uncompensated, according to
church statistics. The practice of using
unpaid priests stretches across dioceses
from Northern Michigan, where 91
percent of working clergy are unpaid,
to Nevada (61 percent), Northern Cal-
ifornia (46 percent), and Northwest-
ern Pennsylvania (43 percent).

The faithful usually turn to volun-
teer clergy for financial reasons. Epis-
copal congregations saw average Sun-
day attendance drop 26 percent from
2005 to 2015, and yearly pledging has
not kept pace with inflation. In a cross-
denominational survey, the Hartford
Institute for Religion Research found
median church budgets shrank from

$150,000 in 2010 to $125,000 in 2015.
Reliance on part-time clergy jumped
in the same period from 29 to 38 per-
cent. The vast majority of volunteer
clergy serve part time, according to
data from the National Congregations
Study.

But having a volunteer priest does
not require settling for reduced leader-
ship or ministry.

Take, for instance, St. Matthew’s
Church in Henderson, Texas. In 2007,
when the last full-time priest stepped
down, the congregation counted 65 ac-
tive participants. Morale was low and
funds were too scant to call a successor.

Now after 10 years with the Rev.
Patsy Barham as volunteer priest-in-
charge, St. Matthew’s has swelled to
100 active congregants. The number of
pledging units has nearly doubled
from 10 to 19. The entire campus has
been renovated, including an ex-
panded playground and new flooring
in the sanctuary. A capital campaign
was unnecessary to fund improve-

ments because the church budget can
now afford both regular maintenance
and upgrades, Barham said.

“Patsy’s church has blossomed un-
der her part-time leadership much
more so than when they had full-time
clergy,” said Mary MacGregor, former
canon for congregational vitality in the
Diocese of Texas.

Volunteer pastorates vary widely in
their structure and what they entail.
Some congregations find ways to pro-
vide the ample tending and priestly
care they need. Others thrive on the
freedom and flexibility that come with
the territory.

At St. Matthew’s, Barham dedicates
40 to 50 hours a week to the ministry.
She’s a retired teacher and can afford to
do unpaid ministry, she said, because
her husband works, her children are
grown, and rural east Texas is relatively
affordable. She spends more than 20
hours preparing each week’s sermon,
she said. The rest of the time goes into
Sunday morning, administrative du-

(Continued from previous page)
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ties, and pastoral care such as hospital
visitation, which can involve long
drives.

Barham finds that being unpaid
makes a big difference in how mem-
bers perceive and respond to her. She
teaches that everyone has a ministry.
No one is excused, in her view, because
excuses — such as I’m too old, I’m too
young, or I’ve done my turn — have no
basis in Scripture. That point sinks in
because she models it.

“They have a photograph that some-
body took of me, and underneath it
says, ‘It’s hard to say no to her,’”
Barham said. “It’s all part of identity.
They picked up on the fact that no-
body is paying me anything. Nobody is
reimbursing me for anything. … If I
can do this and give of myself in the
way I am as a model to them, then it’s
hard for them to use excuses.”

Barham also finds parishioners hold
her work in high regard precisely be-
cause she is unpaid. One vestry mem-
ber served for a year before he studied
the budget during one meeting and
gasped when he saw no line item for
clergy pay. He said nothing until the
meeting was over.

“As we were all leaving in the park-
ing lot, he extended his hand, and
when I extended mine, well, he kissed
the back of my hand,” she recalled. “He
said, ‘I had no idea that we did not re-
imburse you for your time and giving.
I have a new respect for you.’ That’s all
we’ve ever said about that.”

At Christ Church, members take a
very different approach. They rally to
make sure the pastoral load is shared
among many. Three more congregants
are aspirants to ordination in order to
give Christ Church a deep bench of
priestly leadership. Ten of the 20 who
attend weekly take turns preaching,
which means Richardson can focus on
being the celebrant at Eucharist. She
needs to prepare a sermon only a few
times a year.

“It’s up to us to keep the church
alive,” said Katie Runde, an artist, mu-
sician, and divinity-school graduate
who takes a turn preaching at Christ
Church several times a year. “In some
ways, it’s more alive because every
member is active.”

But some who work closely with

congregations urge caution. Remain-
ing committed to church buildings
while cutting back on staff positions is
common practice in the Diocese of
Western Massachusetts, where about
half of the 56 congregations have no
full-time priest, said the Rev. Canon
Pamela Mott, canon to the ordinary.
When churches cut back a priest’s
hours, they end up with diminished
means to sustain their properties, she
said.

“You don’t have the leadership to
keep it going, to be able to do the de-
velopment work and keep the building
going for a smaller and smaller group

of people,” she said. “So my question is,
why does the building always win?”

Mott mentions an alternative path
to vitality for the cash-strapped: keep
the salaried priest and leave the build-
ing. She cites Grace Church in Great
Barrington, which launched in 2013
after two historic congregations parted
with their large buildings and high
maintenance costs.

“It was the best thing that ever hap-
pened to them, most of them will tell
you,” she said. The new congregation
has a full-time cleric, just not a build-
ing. It rents worship space in Barring-

(Continued on page 21)
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ton Brewery’s reception hall and rents
an office in a strip mall.

“It raises some challenges around fu-
nerals and Christmas Eve,” when the
church lacks access to its usual wor-
ship space. “Some people long for a
building, for a place,” she said. “But
there are benefits. The brewery sets up
for them, plows and shovels. If there’s a
leak, they don’t have to worry about it.”

However practical a rental arrange-
ment may be, cutting back to part-time
or unpaid clergy is the more common
path for cost containment. Forty-eight
percent of Episcopal congregations had
no full-time paid clergy in 2014, up
from 43 percent five years earlier.

Sustaining a volunteer priesthood is
part of that tapestry, especially in dio-
ceses that have a tradition of it, such as
Nevada.

Most Nevada clergy are paid noth-
ing, largely because the region has a
half-century heritage of Total Ministry,
which refers to distributing pastoral
roles across a team of congregants.
Without formal training, clergy were
raised up from within a local flock and
authorized to serve in only one local
setting. (The Episcopal Church no
longer authorizes a separate class of
limited-authority clergy.) The trend in
Nevada is now moving from volunteer
clergy to part-time paid priests with
some theological training, said the Rev.
Canon Catherine Gregg, canon for
congregational vitality.

In general, “congregations did not

grow and flourish and mature under
this kind of leadership,” she said. But a
few continue to make it work and even
find vitality, in part by dedicating most
resources to outreach rather than
salaries.

Gregg cites the bilingual St.
Matthew’s Church in Whitney, the East
Las Vegas neighborhood with the city’s
highest crime rate. The Rev. Christie
Leavitt serves with two other priests
and two deacons in a Total Ministry
model in which all have served without
pay for decades. The congregation is a
model for others, in part because it of-
fers the Eucharist in Spanish as well as
English.

In Nevada, “the Total Ministry
model allowed us to keep parishes be-
cause you needed that sacramental
presence and you needed the outreach-
into-the-world kind of presence to
have a viable parish,” said Leavitt, who
has served without pay at St. Matthew’s
for 28 years. “We were looking for that
to be the core and build other min-
istries around that. And that’s what’s
happened.”

With no salaries to pay, St.
Matthew’s takes pride in steering what
resources it has into helping impover-
ished neighbors and welcoming wor-
shipers who cannot afford to donate
much, including recent immigrants,
casino workers, and prostitutes. Giv-
ing has become a defining attribute,
not only of St. Matthew’s clergy but
also of the entire flock, as Gregg ob-

served in her first visit to the congre-
gation for a workshop in January.

“You know what I really noticed
when I came here?” she asked a group
of 50 who had gathered on a Friday
night to brainstorm about the church’s
niche and future. “Your generosity. You
take time to gather stuff and make it
available to your neighbors in three
different rooms. It’s so beautifully dis-
played: food, clothes, wine glasses, sil-
verware. There’s a spirit of generosity
that says, What we have, we share.
What we have, we give. That really, re-
ally struck me in my first 15 minutes of
being here.”

As congregations seek ways to do
more with less, some are teaming up to
learn how a volunteer pastorate and vi-
tality can go hand in hand. In Ver-
mont, Christ Church leads two other
churches — St. Luke’s in Fair Haven
and St. Andrew’s in St. Johnsbury —
through a diocesan program. Parish-
ioners see the mentorship as sharing a
blessing.

“It would be stifling for us to go back
to having a full-time priest,” said Wut-
tke, senior warden of Christ Church.
“If we were given some big chunk of
money, we would do more repairs on
old Christ Church. To think, Oh, you
know what, we could afford a priest
now; I just don’t think that would occur
to us.”

This report is the third of three made
possible in part by funding from the BTS
Center, mission successor to Bangor
Theological Seminary. Based in Maine,
BTS (thebtscenter.org) focuses on 21st-
century communities of faith and prac-
tice. The conclusions reported here are
those of the reporter and the people he
interviewed.

The Rev. Canon Catherine Gregg
leads a discernment workshop at
St. Matthew’s Church in Las Vegas.
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(Continued from page 19)
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The ancient art of retreat
is crucial in our hectic
and distracted world.

By Jon Davis

[Jesus] said to them, “Come with
me by yourselves to a quiet place
and get some rest.”

—Mark 6:31, NIV

The pace of life is faster, more
hectic, and more intense than
ever before. For many of us,

the demands on our time and the
pressures we face are incredible. In
recent years, we have added an ever-
present torrent of distraction: smart-
phone screens, news that comes in

140-character snippets, and a con-
stant flurry of electronic data.

I sense among many of my friends
and colleagues a felt loss. If we are
not careful, our activity and distrac-
tions keep us from what is really
important, life-giving, and eternal. I
think the ancient art of retreat is all
the more needed today in our hectic
and distracted world. We desperately
need to get away from our normal
routines, finding time to be quiet and
still, to reflect, and to reconnect with
God through silence and prayer.

Jesus modeled this ancient disci-

pline for us, regularly pulling away
from the activity of the crowds and
the disciples to be by himself. He was
not just by himself, of course: Jesus
sought solitude to spend time with
his Father in heaven. In the sixth
chapter of Mark, Jesus invites his dis-
ciples to do the same. After the brisk
pace of ministry, they were feeling
somewhat harassed and hurried,
maybe a little tattered around the
edges. Jesus wanted to lead them to
something we all need: time away in
quiet reflection; time to rest and be
with God. This is especially true for

Step Out of the Chaos
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those involved in active ministry,
which is invigorating and fulfilling,
yet draining at the same time.

Jesus invites us today to follow him
in this discipline, by making regular
spiritual retreats. How often do you
see people do this? When was the last
time you got away to be still? The
Psalms teach us to Be still, and know
that I am God (Ps. 46:10). I have
found in my life that if I am not still,
I will not know God. But knowing
God is what this earthly pilgrimage is
all about (Phil. 3:7-14).

I do not mean to say that our daily
work is unimportant, or that we can-
not find God in our everyday call-
ings. The Christian life is
multifaceted. There are many tasks
set before us: evangelism, disciple-
ship, stewardship, missions, justice,
and repentance. On top of that there’s
paying bills, grocery shopping, get-
ting the car repaired, and school
functions. All of this work is impor-
tant, even essential. The kingdom of
God grows from work. But it is cru-
cial to ask: Is our work centered in a
heart that’s in communion with the
Lord? Does it flow from that center?

Ifind that our work can be done in
three postures:
Rushing: We are often so busy, run-

ning from work to school and shut-
tling our families to activities. It can
be frantic and we get lost in the
process. We handle a variety of media
streams that invade our lives with
stress and distraction. We are often
running so fast that we miss the more
valuable moments of eternal import.

Rusting: We get stuck in the same
routine, going through the motions
day after day. It feels like movement,
but we are getting nowhere. Life
becomes monotonous, an endless
routine leaving us empty and without
purpose. We get stuck in a cycle, not
aware that decades have gone by and
we have not grown in our faith, rela-

tionships, and understanding.
Resting: From a position of rest, we

become more keenly focused and are
able to navigate life with a sense of
calling and trust. Jesus never ran any-
where. He walked. Yes, he grew
weary at times, but because he knew
the art of retreat he would find
moments of silence and solitude in
each day. When we function from a
posture of rest, we can work with
greater efficiency and make progress
in things that really matter.

How can we find this posture of
rest in our everyday working lives?
After more than 35 years of voca-
tional ministry, I have learned the
importance of filling the core of my
being with the restfulness that comes
only from taking time to be with the
Lord. You have probably heard say-
ings like “You cannot give away what
you do not have,” or “You cannot lead
people to a place you have not been,”
or (my favorite) “You teach what you
know but you reproduce what you
are.” The sayings are true! If I want to
see my family, my workplace, and my
community growing in their knowl-
edge of the Lord, it means I need to
have that at the center of my piety. To
pray, read, study, focus, and be still,
entering a time of solitude when I’m
filled with the fruits and gifts of the
Holy Spirit, is how I become a better
priest, husband, father, and friend.

That is why twice a year for a week,
I pull away into a hermitage on

retreat. I’ve been doing this for the
past 20 years. When I go on retreat, I
learn again a new rhythm and pattern
of life. I hear a new cadence, and in
doing so I tune myself into my rela-
tionship with God. His voice
becomes clearer, his presence sweeter,
and my faith is fanned into a greater
flame. It’s a little like turning the lens
on a blurry camera, bringing life back
into proper focus. Retreat for me is a
time of gathering spiritual fuel for

every day. It brings me into a posture
of rest, in which I can trust in God’s
work and fret less about my work.

A friend told me about a conversa-
tion with a member of his congrega-
tion. This woman had a dream. She
was in heaven with Jesus, and as she
looked around she saw what looked
like our planet at a distance. It was
covered with black dots moving hur-
riedly all over, looking like ants
swarming about. She asked Jesus,
“What is that?” Jesus replied, “It’s my
people doing all the things I never
asked them to do.”

I believe that the busyness and dis-
traction of our culture has put us in
danger of losing what is truly impor-
tant. We need to reconnect with what
will bring comprehensive healing and
wholeness to our broken, distracted,
and unfocused lives; to reunite body
and soul, mind and strength, in God.

I invite you to discover the power
of personal retreat. I am blessed to
serve the Lord every day as director
of a diocesan retreat center. In my
daily work, I see the difference that
the art of retreat can make: people
come in and leave refreshed,
renewed, and engaged again with the
Almighty God, the source of our very
breath. I challenge you to find a place
like mine. Maybe it’s your diocese’s
retreat center. Maybe it’s a chapel
near work or a city park where you
can spend just an hour in prayer and
reflection. Wherever you find it,
learn the art of retreat, of being still
and entering into solitude and prayer.
In doing so, you will gain the posture
of restful trust that you need for tak-
ing on the work and the challenges of
everyday life, with a renewed vigor
and passion and a deepened knowl-
edge and love of the Lord.

The Rev. Jon Davis is executive direc-
tor of Canterbury Retreat and Confer-
ence Center in Oviedo, Florida.
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My Schnorrer
Is Calling 
Again!
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By Steve Schlossberg

T
here are two women in my
life named Ruby. One is a
beloved family friend, the
other is something else
entirely. The other calls
me no less than once a

month, and our conversations, which are
not only interminable but (for both of us, I
think, but certainly for me) simultane-
ously tedious and infuriating, occasionally
conclude with us shouting at each other. A
few weeks ago, my 12-year-old daughter,
having overheard my end of one of these
high-volume exchanges, asked me in
alarm, “Why are you shouting at Ruby?”

“It’s not your Ruby,” I reassured her.
“Then who is it?” she asked.
Searching for a word to capture my most

faithful, persistent, and insufferable inter-
locutor, I finally said, “She’s my schnorrer.”

(Continued on next page)
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really need, I realized, is what I really need. Along with
everything else I need, I need to be honest with myself. I
need to grapple seriously with who I really am, how I really
am, what is really ailing me, what I am willing to do, and
what I am trying to evade.

Seeing what an alcoholic must do if he wants to live a
different life taught me what I must do if I want to live a
different life. One way to say it is that I must lay down the
life I have, pick up a cross, and follow Jesus. More con-
cretely, I must honestly acknowledge my vices, resent-
ments, and ambitions and I must audibly confess these to
others; I must be willing to part myself from these and to
suffer the great pains of deprivation; and I must be willing
to allow others to hold me
accountable. That’s hard; ini-
tially, it’s miserable; but with
God it is possible, and I have
found that it is life-changing.

That’s what serving poor
people did for me. It brought
me into contact with myself
and changed my relationship
with God. But the point here
is that this experience taught
me how to serve the poor, or
at least some of the poor, the
poor who are like me. I
learned that while material
assistance can make a sub-
stantial and enduring differ-
ence in a person’s life, what
most people most deeply
need is not the amelioration
of the crisis of the day. What
hurts people like me is escap-
ing the crisis of the day. What
hurts people like me is anes-
thesia. What helps people
like me is the hard-to-swal-
low medicine of honesty and accountability, the painful
work of making excruciating decisions, suffering conse-
quences, and, during the cold season of withdrawal —
repentance — suffering the pains of deprivation.

That happens to be the way I serve the rich people who
come to me for help, and the poor are no less deserving
than they. Frankly, that has made me a disappointment to
many of them, rich and poor alike, but these disappointed
people are no longer disappointments to me. I no longer
expect them to be saints; I expect them to be no better than
me. And what I offer them is what I want for myself: com-
passion instead of pity, respect instead of patronization,
honesty instead of indulgence, and a more or less sincere

As a priest in an urban parish and the former direc-
tor of a homeless ministry, I am familiar with the
frustrations of serving the vast, multiracial, multi-

cultural, multi-disadvantaged nation we call “the poor.”
They almost never fail to disappoint me; they almost never
fail to prove me a failure. All the time, money, patience,
and kindness I have poured into the poor strangers I have
met along the way have yielded precious few “success sto-
ries,” and my contribution to any of these successes has
proved to be fairly marginal. They are miracles, at least in
the sense that they are anomalies. 

Most single mothers, derelict fathers, mentally ill
addicts, alcoholics, prostitutes, abusers, and abuse victims
whom I have met along the way remain more or less as I
first met them: paralyzed by fear. Like anybody else in
pain, they wish that things could be different for them.
Like almost everybody else suffering chronic pain, they
either despair that anything could ever be different or they
decide that the demands of a different way of living are too
steep. What they decide to settle for, and what they finally
set their hearts on, is not a different life but the retention
of the lives they have, supplemented with analgesics.

Consequently, they lie to me. They tell me what they
judge I want to hear to extract from me the money or
material assistance that will make the crisis of the day dis-
appear. To be fair, many of them believe they are being
honest with me; they are only lying to themselves. It is not
just the seriously mentally ill persons I have met who are
fundamentally deluded about reality; many of the perfectly
sane persons I have met are honestly persuaded that all
they really need is a certain amount of money, just enough
to pay a bill or buy a beer, and then their lives will finally
be different.

Irealize that I am making a gross generalization, but
even if the generalization fails to do justice to the poor,
it at least accounts for every other member of the

human race. It at least accounts for me. I am one of the
poor people of the world who consistently lies to himself
about the true nature of his crisis. I would rather retain the
life I have than lay my life down, pick up a cross, and fol-
low Jesus. My vices, my resentments, and my self-serving
ambitions are a large part of what makes my life miserable;
paradoxically, they are what makes my life tolerable. They
are to me what alcohol is to a street alcoholic. It has
reduced him to homelessness and it makes homelessness
bearable.

I do not know how I ever would have learned the truth
about myself if had not met so many street alcoholics. Try-
ing and for the most part failing to love them, looking into
their faces and trying to find the face of Christ, I eventually
discovered my own. They were mirrors to me. What they

What hurts people

like me is escaping

the crisis of the

day. What hurts

people like me is

anesthesia. What

helps people like

me is the hard-to-

swallow medicine

of honesty and

accountability.

My Schnorrer Is Calling Again!
(Continued from previous page)
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crisis, that the trickle of money she is trying to bleed from
us is only prolonging her crisis. That plea falls on deaf ears,
largely because Ruby cannot conceive of a reality beyond
the crisis of the day, partly because I only inconsistently
practice what I preach. Like most of my colleagues, I occa-
sionally break down and give her money.

I occasionally give her money because she is the very
picture of the persistent widow and I am no better than the
unjust judge, and I cannot find another way to love her.
Quite understandably, this is confusing to her, that the
priest who sometimes gives her money more often refuses
to give her money, which leads to tediously repetitive tele-
phone conversations in which we exchange opinions on
what will really help her, at some point during which she
begins to manipulate me, at which point I begin to raise my
voice, at which point she begins to raise her voice. We
shout at each other like old married people. We shout at
each other because we are genuinely exasperating to each
other, and I think we so exasperate each other because we
have come, in one sense or another, to love each other, or
at least to want to try to love each other.

Perhaps I am giving one or both of us more credit than
deserved. But I cannot bring myself to hang up on her
because I believe that Jesus makes himself present to us in
poor strangers, and I have come to believe that he is mak-
ing himself especially present to me in Ruby.

The Yiddish word for beggar is schnorrer, but in the Jew-
ish tradition a schnorrer is not just a beggar. A schnorrer is
the particular kind of beggar who populates Yiddish liter-
ature and Jewish jokes, a beggar with chutzpah, a shame-
less beggar, a beggar who knows no shame because he
knows himself as God’s gift to the world. It is a mitzvah, the
schnorrer knows, to give alms to the poor, and those who
keep the commandment are blessed. The schnorrer, then,
is not begging on his own behalf; he is begging on behalf of
those from whom he begs. He is doing them a public serv-
ice. A pillar of the community, the schnorrer is selling sub-
scriptions to righteousness.

This is who Ruby is to me. She is insufferable and she is
proud, she is stubborn as a mule, subtle as a serpent, and
she is absolutely impervious to suggestion. When I am
being honest with myself, I can see that Ruby’s approach to
me mirrors my approach to God. When I am being honest
with Ruby, I try to get her to see that not only does my
money do her no good, it perpetuates what does her ill.
How many more times must I explain this to her, to no
effect? How many times will I wilt and give her money, to
no effect? I do not know. I do not see any way out of this. I
am afraid that what Jesus said is true: I am afraid that Ruby
will be with me always. And though I am reasonably sure
that I will never do her any good, I am persuaded that in
some mysterious way she is doing me some good.

A lowly handmaid of the Lord, Ruby is my schnorrer. I
remain the Lord’s.

The Rev. Steve Schlossberg is rector of St. John’s Church in
Troy, New York.

(depending on the day and how willing I am to follow
Jesus) desire to walk beside them through their crisis, to
disinter and discover the real root of the crisis, and to grap-
ple with it with them.

Because I have some sense of my own bottomless need,
I know what I can do to help others meet theirs, and I
know what I cannot. Now that, by itself, does not make the
work of serving another any easier; in some ways it is far
more demanding, and it does not necessarily yield any
more success. Most of the people I meet are not willing or
able to be completely honest with me, and sometimes they
fool me, sometimes they successfully manipulate me, and
there are many instances when I am not sure what charity
demands, when I am just not able to offer a person any-
thing better than a little bit of money. But for all the
inescapable ambiguities involved in learning to love and
serve another, that approach gives definition to the other-
wise amorphous word compassion. And because that
approach prescribes boundaries, it makes entering a real
relationship with the other person possible.

All of which is to say that I think I more or less know
what I am doing when I meet poor strangers who
ask me for help. But I am sure I have no idea of what

I am doing with Ruby. The septuagenarian widow of a
pedophile, she lives with her traumatized daughter, her
mentally disabled son-in-law, and her three young grand-
children. Pooling, and no doubt mismanaging, Ruby’s
Social Security check and her daughter’s disability income,
this family is perennially on the edge of homelessness.

Now there is a family in real need. Where does one
begin to assess all those needs? A social worker — no, a
team of social workers — would have their work cut out for
them. And the truth is that a team of social workers is just
what that family needs, along with two or three therapists
and a vocational counselor, along with a good pastor, along
with a church whose members are willing to walk beside
the members of that family and love them.

But Ruby, the matriarch and the only adult member of
the family able to communicate with outsiders, has deter-
mined that what her family needs is money and money
alone. A stick-like woman with a pruny face, baleful eyes,
and a crackling voice cured by many decades of cigarette
smoking, Ruby has devoted her life to holding her broken
family together, and she holds it together by valiantly fend-
ing off any serious reckoning. Hence, she absolutely
refuses to visit a social worker, though I have numerous
times offered to accompany her to the appointment. 

I believe she is a reasonably honest person, perhaps an
uncommonly honest person — she is at least a refreshingly
candid person — but she is stubborn, demanding, and
shamelessly manipulative. Having exhausted all her poor
friends and neighbors, she makes ends meet by begging
money from a fairly extensive but rapidly shrinking net-
work of local priests and pastors, of which I am but one. I
have spoken with a couple of the others, and they have told
her what I have told her: that money will never solve her



‘I Didn’t Do Anything Wrong’
The Innocent Curate, Paris Leary’s heavily criticized

roman à clef from 1963, is now a collector’s item.
By Richard J. Mammana

For Anglican book collectors, there are few titles so
sought after as The Innocent Curate, A. Paris Leary’s
1963 roman à clef about life at St. George’s Church,

Schenectady — veiled thinly in the novel as “St. Clement’s,
Schinderhook.”

The book was published by Doubleday with a dust-jacket
illustration by Edward Gorey, sold for $3.95, and was never

released in softcover. It drew neg-
ative reviews almost universally
and went out of print quickly. It is
hard today to find copies on the
used book market for less than
$100, and prices can jump to
twice and thrice that amount de-
pending on condition or the
seller’s knowledge of what buyers
will tolerate.

The novel is richest in its per-
sonalities, atmosphere, and turns
of phrase. Despite the careful and
obligatory notice at the beginning
that “All of the characters in this

book are fictitious, and any resemblance to actual persons,
living or dead, is purely coincidental,” they are all obviously
drawn from life or serve as projections of the author’s back-
ground and experience.

The Characters
The book opens with an extended portrait of Mrs. O. Felix
Cooper, chief patroness and low-church lay pope of St.
Clement’s, a former Menshevik of vast wealth. She is six feet
tall, wears turbans and high heels (“plastic shoes”), and ex-
presses the subtleties of her mood by the force or gentleness
with which she uses doorknockers when she visits persons
whose collaboration she requires.

Mrs. Cooper is a keen supporter of her parish church, but
also of the Order of the Divine Aumbry at Belcher’s Land-
ing on the Hudson — in which it is easy to see a depiction
of the Order of the Holy Cross at West Park. She owns the
largest collection of relics outside of Europe. She is a gener-
ous but determined person who “brooks no opposition
from man or the Devil.”

“To human beings she was cruel only to be kind, and, if
heads must roll, it was only as a symbol of encouragement
to the ranks not to fall prey to the deceiving lures of the
powers of darkness.” She introduces herself as “the widow of
Cooper and Sandy’s Mining Company,” the source of her
great prosperity. She takes in waifs and strays who subse-
quently turn their lives around and become contributing
members of society.

Mrs. Fleming Van Rensaaler dies before the beginning
of the book, but gives funding and inspiration for the mid-
dle 20th-century liturgical and architectural enrichment of
St. Clement’s. We learn that “she had had a protracted ill-
ness, which she enjoyed immensely.” She is a type of the
remnants of Dutch patroon-settler aristocracy in Schinder-
hook. She entertains 65 guests for breakfast after Christmas
midnight Mass as a matter of course, and performs her an-
ticipated death exquisitely:

The Blessed Sacrament was carried to her every morning in
the gold pyx she had herself bought for Dr. Groby in Vienna.
She had become as familiar with the Last Rites as she had
been with mattins and evensong. She had had a horn in-
stalled outside her window; when she pressed a button by
her bed it hooted across the whole First Ward like an air-raid
siren — it was to call the clergy in the event she felt herself
sinking and unable to reach for the telephone.

When she does expire, Mrs. Van Rensaaler leaves $15,000
directly to the rector of St. Clement’s, and an additional
$50,000 “for the construction of a Lady Chapel to her glory,
in memory of God.”

The eponymous curate of the title is the handsome Sonny
Ball, who has “a sacerdotal Ivy League look” and an “osten-
tatious cleanliness of limb and morals.”

“Everyone knew Sonny Ball. Sonny Ball knew everyone.
Everyone liked Sonny Ball. Sonny Ball liked everyone.” He
had grown up at St. Clement’s and spent all of his life in
Schinderhook except for three years at St. Dismas’ Seminary
in New York (naturally, the General Theological Seminary).

Sonny’s fiancée is Rosemary Van Vranken, who caused
local scandal in Schinderhook by attending Oberlin rather
than Skidmore, emerging liberated and bohemian. “Rose-
mary laughed at everything and everyone. Except Sonny
Ball.” Rosemary is at heart a pagan daughter of Camus and
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Sartre, despite being a daughter of Schinderhook, but she is
“hopelessly in love” with Sonny and laughs at the “mental
image of herself doing the parish bit — going to meetings,
guilds, canvasses, bun fights, rallies, sodalities … oh, it was
panic-making!” Their gentle, mutual love is the happiest
subplot of the book, and she appears briefly in a bikini.

St. Clement’s parishioner Oakes Broussard is an English
professor by vocation and a Southern aristocrat by back-
ground, a man to whom “it never occurred that a woman
was capable of opening a car door by herself or that she car-
ried her own matches.” He has “three degrees from Cam-
bridge (the real one), a beautiful speaking voice, and splen-
did yellow hair.”

He is the character most like the author, educated in Eng-
land on a Fulbright, having adopted European attitudes as
an American Southerner who eschewed exposure to New
York. His artist wife, Sophie, is a Frenchwoman whose love
and understanding help him to recover from “a despair
which had nearly destroyed him.” Sophie grew up in a
French colonialist family in Algiers, makes her own clothes
from fabric she chooses herself to avoid appearing like other
women in the Schenectady Stockade, and “sees to it that
Oakes has real French wine with his meals and lots of red
meat, which American men like so much.” She and Rose-
mary socialize at the country club. Oakes Broussard ob-
serves; Paris Leary transcribes mentally and writes later.

The most withering portrait in the book is its treatment
of the Rev. Dr. Walter Groby, rector of St. Clement’s, whose
preaching is “in the Fulton Sheen style, but with less content
and better taste.” He is highly successful. He drives a con-
vertible, or someone drives him in one. Not long after his
arrival, “young female faces began to appear in the congre-
gation, which heretofore had been comprised largely of one
hundred and ninety-seven elderly ladies and old Dr. Van
Der Horn (the vestry absenting themselves except at Christ-
mas and Easter).” 

Dr. Groby longs to become a bishop, is deft at raising
funds from Schinderhook old money and “National Elec-
tric” (General Electric, founded in Schenectady in 1892) in-
terests alike. He “charmed the maiden daughters,” and
“caused a grudging acceptance among even his most vocal
adversaries.” Women began “playing Héloïse to his Abelard
(not that their sheltered minds visualized for a minute to
what anatomical straits this would have led him). He paid
more attention to widows than their husbands had when
alive.”

His wife is Fiona (née deCourcy-Sprat). “She drinks,”
and “would bring a good fifteen thousand pounds a year to
whoever married her.” Leary writes in one of his best char-
acter illustrations that Fiona

wanted to be carried off (quietly) to a small village. She
wanted a rather tired, pale husband, with insufficient stipend,
who was cautiously Sarum about saints and church furniture.
She wanted him to be absent-minded, untidy, and not alto-

gether well. She wanted to take care of him. She wanted a
large, draughty vicarage, with an early kitchen and feudal
plumbing. She wanted several large cats. She wanted to wear
thick wool stockings, heavy thornproof-tweed skirts, and
sweaters of no definable shape and color. She wanted a few
poor people to work for, a modest hospital to visit, a reason-
able number of Sunday School children to tell stories about
Gentle Jesus Meek and Mild. She wanted hills to climb, cov-
ered with rough friendly heather. So when the funny-looking
but charming American clergyman asked for her hand, she
saw no reason not to accept.

One of the main difficulties of the novel is its one unfor-
tunate sentence about the union: “After their wedding night,
Walter Groby had thanked her for ‘a very lovely experience’
and installed her henceforth in a separate bedroom.”

Dr. Groby is of course the Rev. Canon Alfred Darwin
Kirby, Jr. (1918-2006), rector of St. George’s, Schenectady,
from 1947 to 1987 — a towering figure in 20th-century
American Anglo-Catholicism (and sometime member of
the board of directors of the Living Church Foundation).
Fiona is his wife, Constance.

The Plot and Reviews
The novel’s plot — if it can be called a plot — consists en-
tirely in the interactions of these individuals and their in-
terests during an undefined period of time described in
203 easy pages that can be consumed in a morning with
three strong coffees or an afternoon with many weak
lemonades. The parish, with its constellation of competing
interests and characters, is unable to manage an experience
of the miraculous. The curate in his innocence receives the
stigmata while delivering a tray of drinks to friends at the
country club, and things fall apart: “But why?” asks Sonny.
“I didn’t do anything wrong.” The rector insists that the cu-
rate has been praying too much, and asks him to go to the
library.

The secret of scarce copies is a perfect combination of just
one edition with a relatively limited print run, cover art by
a major graphic artist, and a large enough group of persons
who were offended by their portrayal in the book and keen
to limit its circle of readers. There were credible stories as re-
cently as the late 1990s about admirers of Father Kirby steal-
ing The Innocent Curate from public libraries to remove it
from circulation, or hoarding triplicates and quadruplicates
of the book when it came up for sale.

Kirkus Reviews found that The Innocent Curate had “lots
of intellectual jokes and jeux d’esprit — which do not quite
make a novel.” The Episcopal Church Diocesan Press Serv-
ice noted, blandly: “All sorts of over-stated characters move
through the story, adding to its improbable fun. It is enjoy-
able and relaxing reading.” THE LIVING CHURCH was un-
usual in offering a kind evaluation, calling it “devastating
enough to earn our gleeful gratitude.” Otherwise, it was a

(Continued on next page)
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failure even within the rarefied community of readers who
could understand it. As late as 1970, seven years after its
publication, The Innocent Curate was still causing a stir in
The Schenectady Gazette: “This book really is malicious —
an attempted satire on downtown Schenectady and one of
its churches. It tries too hard to be funny, and so it isn’t. This
is a book you can skip.”

The Man
Albert Paris Leary was born in Shreveport, Louisiana, in
1931 as the only child in a family connected to the Church
of the Holy Cross. He grew up there, precocious and en-
couraged by maiden aunts. Leary (who dropped “Albert” as
an adult) completed his studies at Centenary College in
1951. Even before college graduation, Leary’s poetry ap-
peared in The Atlantic Monthly, followed quickly by his na-
tional and international prominence as a young American
poet whose work appeared in National Review, The New
Yorker, The Saturday Review, The Village Voice, The Hudson
Review, and in his words “in at least twenty of the better re-
views and quarterlies here and in England.”

After studies at Seabury-Western Theological Seminary,
Leary was ordained to the diaconate in the Diocese of
Louisiana in 1954 and to the priesthood in the Diocese of
Albany in 1955. He would serve in just two parishes, and
very briefly: at St. George’s, Schenectady, in 1954 and 1955,
and at St. Mary Magdalene’s, Oxford, from 1956 to 1958
during his doctoral work.

Leary’s unpublished 1958 DPhil dissertation at Oxford
was The Theology of Herbert Thorndike (1598-1672), a 760-
page exploration of the work of an overlooked Caroline di-
vine. His adviser was Frank Leslie Cross (1900-68), the Lady
Margaret Professor of Divinity, known the world over as the
editor of The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church and
the organizer of the International Conference on Patristic
Studies.

Leary returned to the United States in 1958 and served
briefly as an associate professor of English at the University
of Kentucky before becoming director in 1960 of the Writ-
ers’ Workshop at Bard College, Annandale on Hudson. He
had left that position already by 1964 when he was working
as an assistant professor at the State University of New York
in New Paltz. Leary next accepted a Fulbright Fellowship to
teach at the University of Leicester in 1964, and began
tenure as inaugural lecturer in American literature in the
University of Leicester’s Department of English in 1965.
Having at last found a permanent position, he retired from
Leicester at the end of 1988.

Perhaps unsurprisingly given the reception of his too-
personal first attempt at fiction, The Innocent Curate was a
first and last novel for Paris Leary. His other significant

published works were two titles now mostly forgotten but
possessed of curious success in their day. The 1965 Jack
Sprat Cookbook — a collaboration with his friend Muriel De
Gré — offered 120 pages of “delicious recipes for light eaters
and weight watchers.” The much more influential A Con-
troversy of Poets: An Anthology of Contemporary American
Poetry (1965, published with Robert Kelly) was a popular
anthology of modern American poems through which two
generations of high school and college students learned
about the work of Allen Ginsberg, Denise Levertov, Robert
Lowell, Thomas Merton, and many others.

Leary died unmarried in 2005, having converted to Or-
thodoxy in his retirement, and was buried from the Russian
Orthodox Church of St. Aidan and St. Chad in Nottingham.

In Orthodoxy, he took the name Tikhon in honor of St.
Tikhon of Moscow, pioneer of Anglican-Orthodox rela-
tions in the early 20th century.

Richard J. Mammana is the archivist of the Living Church
Foundation and a member of the Connecticut Academy of
Arts and Sciences.

Paris Leary

‘I Didn’t Do Anything Wrong’
(Continued from previous page)
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Manhattan. “I had been a student
there not that long before. It really
shook me.”

Then came the shooting outside a
Tucson supermarket in which Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords and 16 others were
shot, six of them fatally.

“I thought, What if it had been a
man and he had been a Republican?”
Williams said. “That’s a really dark
and twisted thought, but when
tragedy strikes, our thoughts become
dark and twisted.”

The tragedy at Sandy Hook
prompted him to write. His first draft
of Church and State was “like a well-
written Facebook rant with a very
one-sided liberal New Yorker view.”

He sent it to Ralph Meranto, artistic
director of the JCC of Greater
Rochester’s CenterStage Theatre, who
had produced his first play, Handle
with Care. Meranto “asked smart ques-
tions” and offered suggestions to make
the characters — the senator; his wife,
a conservative Christian; and his cam-
paign manager, a liberal Jew from New
York — more three-dimensional and
to present gun control more even-
handedly. Meranto also suggested the

twist that the senator’s remarks be
tweeted, two years before the election
of America’s Tweeter in Chief.

The show had a successful run in
Rochester before moving to Los An-
geles, where the Huffington Post
called it “powerful, humorous and
highly contemporary” and included it
in the Top Ten L.A. Theatre Produc-
tions of 2016. It is now at Off-Broad-
way’s New World Stages, with tickets
on sale through Sept. 3.

Talkbacks have been a part of
Church and State’s runs. In New York
the talkbacks met three Wednesdays
in April, featuring representatives
from the Virginia Tech Victims Fam-
ily Outreach Foundation; actress Ju-
lianne Moore, founding chairwoman
of Everytown for Gun Safety; and
New Yorkers Against Gun Violence.

During the Virginia Tech talkback,
a woman identifying herself as a
Donald Trump voter said she thought
the play had done a good job of pre-
senting both sides and later told
Williams in the lobby that she hopes
the play will be presented in red
states. That would be fine with him.

“My goal was to get it to New York

By Retta Blaney

The U.S. Senator from North
Carolina is an unquestioning
supporter of all things red, es-

pecially on God and guns. His con-
victions are challenged, though, after
a shooting at his sons’ elementary
school leaves 29 dead. After the fu-
neral for one of the victims, he admits
in response to a blogger’s question
that the killings are enough to make
him doubt God’s existence.

He is running for a third term and
his comments go viral three days be-
fore the election.

Jason Odell Williams, 42, was in-
spired to write his latest play, Church
and State, after the 2012 shootings at
Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Connecticut, but he had been think-
ing about gun violence since 2007, af-
ter the mass killings at Virginia Tech,
a football rival of his alma mater, the
University of Virginia.

“I watched the news and saw a can-
dlelight vigil in Charlottesville and it
struck a chord with me,” he said dur-
ing a telephone interview from his
home on the Upper West Side of

‘Less than Six Degrees of Separation’
Playwright Jason Odell Williams confronts the blight of mass shootings.

CULTURES

Nadia Bowers, Christa Scott-Reed, Rob Nagle, and Jonathan Louis Dent in Church and State Russ Rowland photo
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and then across the country. I’d love
to see it in all the purple states. That’s
my ultimate goal.”

He is in talks with theater produc-
ers in Alaska, Florida, North Car-
olina, rural Virginia, and Washington,
D.C., about possible productions.

“I want to stir up some controversy
and start conversations.”

He sees areas for compromise, such
as universal background checks. He
created an open-ended finish that en-
courages audiences to draw their own
conclusions.

“We’re so divided now. Maybe the
rubber band will break and we’ll all
come back to the middle.”

Williams is adamant that he in-
tends no disrespect to people of faith
or Southerners, and he does not see
conservative Christians as the enemy
in gun-control talks. He saves his
wrath for one target.

“To me it’s the NRA. They’re only
thinking about profit. Nothing about
their agenda is reasonable. Living

without fear is more important than
somebody’s gun collection.”

Shootings have not affected
Williams directly, but he thinks “we’re
all less than six degrees of separation
now from gun violence.”

“There’s stuff in the newspapers
every day,” he said just as he was in-
terrupted by a text from Rob Nagle,
the actor playing Sen. Charles Whit-
more, informing him about a shoot-
ing at a San Bernardino elementary
school that left two adults and one
child dead and another child
wounded.

“It’s crazy. It just keeps happening.
People are afraid to go to the mall, the
movies, church, places that are sup-
posed to be safe.”

Williams, who was nominated for an
Emmy Award as a writer for National
Geographic Channel’s Brain Games,
has never worked in politics. He says
he could only be lured into politics if
Nagle would run for office. Williams
would like to be his speechwriter.

Williams grew up in a mixed-faith
home. His mother is Roman Catholic
and his father is Protestant. He was
baptized but not confirmed, and his
first two Off-Broadway plays centered
on God and faith.

“I don’t know where I stand, which
is why I keep writing about it,” he
said, adding that his wife grew up Or-
thodox Jewish in Israel and turned
from her religion when she moved to
America. After the birth of their
daughter, Imogen, now 11, they be-
gan worshiping at a synagogue and
sending her to Hebrew school. He has
no plans to convert.

“It’s nice to have a sense of commu-
nity, of coming together,” he said. “I’m
always examining what it is and what
it means.”

Retta Blaney is an award-winning
journalist and author of Working on
the Inside: The Spiritual Life Through
the Eyes of Actors.
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Review by Andrew Petiprin

“Western civilization may have declined,”
writes Leslie Williams, “but individual
belief still stands.” In When Anything

Goes, Williams seeks to appeal to the spiritual longings
of individuals in an increasingly atomized society. Her
strategy is an anecdote-heavy defense of Christian doc-
trine. She concludes, “God is God. I am not.” Amen to
that. Likewise, in the first sentence of her epilogue she
counsels seekers: “The first thing I would recommend is
the Bible.” This is a simply refreshing piece of advice.

In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis describes the familiar
sight of a postman going from house to house. Re-
sponding to the hypothetical objection that he does not
know for sure that people are receiving letters, Lewis
notes, “I’m explaining the packets I’m not allowed to
open by the ones I am allowed to open.” 

Human beings know themselves from the inside (al-
though God knows them better than they know them-
selves), and their experiences are valuable in under-
standing the way the universe works. Homiletical
instruction has agreed for several decades. My preaching

teacher in seminary once told me, “If you’re 20 years old,
you’ve had enough experiences to preach for a lifetime.”
Perhaps. But another seminary professor once told me,
“Jesus is a lot more interesting than you are.”

Williams is a seminary-trained literary scholar, and

she follows Lewis’s apologetic tactic in examining herself
to extrapolate truth for a post-Christian world. She very
often succeeds, but occasionally the balance between
her story and God’s story is a bit uneven. Williams tells
tale after tale of her childhood, cleverly embedding a
particular Christian doctrine amid the illustrations. 

Lewisian Apologetics

One Love
A Pastoral Guide to the Order of Celebrating Matrimony
By Paul Turner. Liturgical Press. Pp. 88. $14.95

In One Love, liturgical scholar and parish priest Paul
Turner provides a succinct and practical commentary

on the Roman Catholic Church’s new Order
for Celebrating Marriage (2016).  Part of the
first comprehensive revision of English-lan-
guage liturgical texts since the Second Vatican
Council, the OCM, like the 2011 translation of
the Roman Missal that preceded it, is marked
by more technical, Latinate theological lan-
guage (as in the occasional matrimony instead

of marriage).
The rite also reintroduces use of the Gloria and the

blessing of the rings with holy water, and includes
several new presidential prayers and nuptial blessings
(all the latter, for the first time, including an invoca-
tion of the Holy Spirit). Catholic couples may also
now make their vows using the familiar form from the

Book of Common Prayer (“to have and to hold”),
which Turner rather obtusely describes as “another
traditional form [with] historical standing in the cul-
ture.”

The book’s clear audience is Roman Catholic parish
priests, who may be bristling a bit at the prospect of
relearning the craft of conducting weddings after
nearly 50 years of using the former rite.  Turner’s guide
to incorporating the Mexican and Filipino ceremonies
of the arras and the lazo into the marriage rite may be
useful to Episcopal parishes engaged in work among
these communities.

His survey of the expanded rite for marriages be-
tween Catholics and unbaptized persons also provides
helpful guidance for adapting the marriage liturgy
faithfully to multifaith situations.  On the other hand,
the chapter that considers use of the Paschal Candle
for unity candle ceremonies should be skipped by
those with even slight interest in liturgical decorum.

The Rev. Mark Michael
Potomac, Maryland

When Anything Goes
Being Christian in a Post-
Christian World
By Leslie Williams
Abingdon. Pp. 208. $16.99
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Unfortunately, in more than a few chapters I lost track
of the point. It was like sitting uncomfortably in some-
one else’s living room, listening to reminiscences akin to
the letters “not addressed to me” that Lewis mentions in
his postman analogy. For example, Williams speaks of-
ten about her father’s alcoholism. But what was it con-
nected to again? I remember a story about her biting her
sister, but how does that relate to hamartiology again?

In many parts, however, Williams draws the reader in
expertly and succeeds in her apologetic strategy. “Been
there, done that, got the T-shirt” is a winsome defense of
Chalcedonian Christology, and a straightforward plea
(again Lewisian) to go deeper in exploring faith: “The
human tendency is to dismiss what we can’t explain.”
Christian orthodoxy simply makes better sense than
easier heresies, but not at first. “Potluck Suppers and
Other Worship Opportunities” reminded me that I am
a liturgical creature. I must worship, and I need Chris-
tian community to do it.

As useful as this book may be to some, my concern is
that its admirers will be primarily of Williams’s age

group and social class. I wonder, in fact, if many younger
people would like it at all. As a Gen-Xer, I found the
book almost too Baby Boomer in tone. Perhaps this fact
cannot be helped. But if Williams’s concern is for a
“Post-Christian World,” how will people native to it re-
ceive the testimonies of someone so completely shaped
by the blemished ideal of mid-century American social
cohesion?

I would likely put this book in the hands of a parish-
ioner over 50. It is hard to imagine putting it in the
hands of a Millennial, whom I would gladly steer toward
the older classics: Mere Christianity or, better yet, G.K.
Chesterton’s Orthodoxy. Williams’s writing is succinct
and stylish. It may not achieve the goal its subtitle sug-
gests, but it could be a breath of fresh air to religious
seekers of a certain age. And any book that champions
the basics of traditional Christian doctrine is a cause for
rejoicing.

The Rev. Andrew Petiprin is rector of St. Mary of the An-
gels Church in Orlando.

(Continued on next page)
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is pleased to announce
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Any Anglican student enrolled in a master’s degree
program (MDiv, MA, or equivalent diploma; not ThM or
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Being Disciples
Essentials of the Christian Life
By Rowan Williams
Eerdmans. Pp. 96. $10

Review by Paul Nesta

Christian discipleship
remains a vast field, in
which new books pur-

port to offer the key to unlock disciple-
ship and make sense (once and for all)
of the Christian life. To produce some-
thing original in such a climate is no
small task, especially considering the
breadth of the Christian tradition and
how much has already been said on the
matter.

That is the precise brilliance of
Rowan Williams’s latest book. Being

Disciples, which serves as a
companion to his earlier
work, Being Christian, is an
essential series of lectures
on discipleship, not because
Williams offers anything
entirely original, but be-
cause he plumbs the depths
of the Christian tradition
and emerges with fresh,

imaginative, and much-needed wisdom
for the Church today.

Discipleship, as Williams describes it,
is the spiritual practice of awareness and
attentiveness to the one who beckons,
“Come and see” (John 1:38-39). The dis-
ciple knows the importance of cultivat-
ing those skills that assist her in remain-
ing in a state of awareness, like that of an
experienced birdwatcher, of what the

Master is doing. Being attentive to the
movements and actions of Jesus means
“being in the company of the people
whose company Jesus seeks and keeps.” 

Practically speaking, disciples will
deepen their attentiveness to the Scrip-
tures, the sacraments, and the life of the
body of Christ. Disciples will also seek
to keep company with the most un-
likely characters of our world, the sort
Jesus sought out. Through attentive ac-
tion, disciples will ultimately find
themselves drawn into the company of
the Father, “in whose company [Jesus]
eternally is.”

The chapters on personal and social
holiness are perhaps the best of the
whole book. Holiness is a practice,
Williams writes, that has more to do
with being set apart than being sepa-

Digging into Christian Tradition
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rate. The holy person takes her cue
from Jesus, who was involved and en-
gaged in the world, going where it was
most difficult.

Holy people are those who shape the
lives of people they encounter by en-
larging the surrounding world and re-
vealing God’s activity in it. As a result,
true holiness rejects the possibility of
exclusivity, anxiety, and self-conscious-
ness, which so often accompany today’s
notions of holiness, because our inter-
est in God and the world encompasses
us in a self-forgetting love of God.

Christian discipleship, as a pathway
that refuses to detach from the world, is
naturally engaged in the wider society.
At the heart of Christian public engage-
ment is the commitment to recognize
that human dignity “depends on the
recognition that every person is related
to God before they are related to any-
thing or anyone else.” Here Williams ar-
gues that Christian discipleship is a dy-
namic vision in which “everyone is
engaged in building up everyone else’s
human life and dignity.” Within such a
framework, Christians make a differ-
ence in the world by seeing others from
the vantage of God’s eternal, unflinch-
ing, and unalterable love. 

From a thought-provoking chapter on
forgiveness that takes an unlikely focal
point, all the way to a discussion on life
in the Spirit and the building blocks of
self-knowledge, stillness, growth, and joy,
Being Disciples is a short but surprisingly
comprehensive work that invites the
reader not only to follow Jesus, but to
enter into the life of God the Trinity so
that the values and habits of Jesus be-
come personal practice and are woven
into the fabric of the surrounding society.

The best works on Christian disci-
pleship are not so much those that ar-
rive at novel conclusions, but ones that
examine and highlight ancient and
proven practices of the Christian faith.
Being Disciples is to be commended for
its ability to dig deep into the Christian
tradition and emerge with ancient wis-
dom for the modern world.

The Rev. Paul Nesta is rector of St. Paul’s
Church in La Porte, Indiana.

Review by Anthony Petrotta

One of Professor Ellen Davis’s
earliest books was Imagination
Shaped (1995), a book on An-

glican preaching in the 17th and 18th
Centuries. A decade later she published
Wondrous Depth: Preaching the Old Tes-
tament. A further decade later comes
this collection of her sermons and five
essays on preaching. Bookending her
sermons and essays is a foreword by
Stanley Hauerwas with his usual charm
and insights, and an appreciative after-
word by Austin McIver Dennis, who
also provides wonderful introductory
comments to each sermon.

Quite simply put, this is a superb vol-
ume. There is abundance for the
scholar, plenty for the preacher, and en-
couraging challenges for the lay reader.

In his foreword, Hauerwas rightly
notes that many sermons seek to
“make a point” whereas Davis’s ser-
mons preeminently trust the text, the
story of Scripture. She is a scholar who
reads the text for the Church, seeking
in it the one “whom Scripture reveals
as the Lord of surprises” (p. xiii). For
Hauerwas as for Davis, preaching is the
most “theologically enlivening thing”
they do (p. xiv). Unlike illustrations
that seem apt, but often lapse into sen-
timentality, for Davis it is words, story,
and the liturgical occasion that enliven
a sermon. Such a sermon begins with
entering the text as “inspired speech”
that begs for interpretation, not by our
agenda but by the agenda of the text
and the preaching occasion.

The essays on preaching are models
of scholarship, insights, and clear ex-
pression. The joy of Luminous Word,
though, is seeing how these same qual-
ities infuse her sermons. Davis shows
us what her approach to sermons looks
like in concrete examples from 30 years
of preaching on various occasions and
sundry topics. The titles given to her
sermons are evocative enough to court
our imagination: “Living Icons,”

preached at a baccalaureate service;
“After the Rain,” preached at a wed-
ding; “The Incongruity of Sin,”
preached at a choral Evensong; “Beau-
tifying Heaven,” preached at a baptism.

My favorite is “I Saw God,” preached
at my ordination. She notes, rightly,
that Isaiah 6 is not the most encourag-
ing passage for someone starting out in
ministry: Isaiah is charged to speak to
a people who are not going to hear it
(Isa. 6:9ff.). She concludes with this ex-
hortation: “Open our eyes … so that we

may see God more clearly, and thus
look at our world, and ourselves, with-
out illusion” (p. 194).

Professor Davis had pointed out at
the beginning of her sermon that per-
haps no other person in Scripture had
a clearer picture of God than Isaiah on
that day. In her sermon, she makes it
clear that to be a minister has more to
do with seeing God clearly than any
skills or gifts one has to offer. It is a sur-
prisingly comforting sermon.

Ellen Davis’s sermons and essays are
elegant — in exegesis, in execution,
and in theology. It is no accident or
marketing stretch that the titles of her
books on preaching employ the words
imagination, wondrous, and luminous.
In his afterword on her sermons,
Austin Dennis further uses words like
fecund, prophetic, and prayerful. All are
descriptively apt.

Preaching the Luminous Word is rich
fare for both clergy and laity.

The Rev. Anthony Petrotta is rector of
St. Francis of Assisi Church in
Wilsonville, Oregon.

The Lord of Surprises

Preaching 
the Luminous
Word
Biblical Sermons and
Homiletical Essays
By Ellen F. Davis
Eerdmans. Pp. 356. $33



The heavens declare the glory of GodCaeli enarrant

Resurrection, Ascension
Our faith is not some scholastic puzzle or elite cur-

riculum, and certainly not reserved for the
clever. Our faith unveils Truth in time; Truth incar-
nate and crucified; Truth, in turn, triumphant. And it
endeavors to speak to God and of God, following his
lead — and repeating after him, to guarantee truth-
fulness and accuracy. “Pray then in this way: Our
Father in heaven” (Matt. 6:9). 

Like all true prayer, the rosary draws us into con-
versation in a bid both for clarity and assistance from
a higher power who is the higher power, the maker of
heaven and earth, God Almighty. This is ensured by
beginning with the creed and returning mystery by
mystery to the Lord’s Prayer and the “Glory be.” The
incarnate and resurrected Christ, like the Suffering
Servant, is set within his biography as Word and Son,
who with the Father and the Spirit lives and reigns,
world without end.

Taking resurrection and ascension together — as
the first of the last set of mysteries of the rosary, the
glorious mysteries — permits us to emphasize at the
outset a commonality between the two: that the
Christian faith finally maintains and enjoins the pos-
sibility of return to God, following our prior depar-
ture from him. In an old philosophical way of
speaking, the Western tradition has sometimes char-
acterized this arc as an exitus and reditus, according to
which the sweep of salvation history marks a contin-
uous movement away from and then back to God.
Borrowed from Plato, the images map neatly onto the
biblical pattern of Fall and redemption, as the ardu-
ous journey of the pilgrim who is homeward bound.
And the journey finds its north star, as it were, in the

most characteristic of Christian claims, described by
St. Paul as the non-negotiable lynchpin of our faith
(see 1 Cor. 15:17): that Jesus Christ rose from the
dead. He rose, initiating the exemplary movement of
return; and then, as if to underline the teaching, he
ascended. On both counts, to follow faithfully entails
answering the “upward call of God in Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 3:14), which bids us rise and ascend to the
heights of the heavenly hosts, in whose company we
may praise his name forever. In a sentence of Scrip-
ture appointed for Morning Prayer that perfectly cap-
tures the unity of movement in this season: “If then
you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God” (Col. 3:1).

In a way, our Lord’s return to the Father by resurrec-
tion and ascension corresponds to the principal

sacraments that he instituted, baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. In baptism, Paul emphasizes, we are “buried”
with Christ, so that we may be “also raised with him
through faith in the power of God, who raised him
from the dead” (Col. 2:12). Baptism therefore func-
tions as the sacrament not only of death to sin and self
but of resurrected life in Christ — traditionally, the
means of our justification by grace through faith. The
liturgy bears this out, as we know, starting with a
series of questions for the candidates (Do you
renounce Satan? Do you turn to Jesus Christ? Do you
promise to follow and obey him?). Having prospec-
tively committed themselves to God, relying on his
aid (I will, with God’s help), the celebrant prays that all
who are baptized may live in the power of Christ’s res-
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urrection. Finally, the priest thanks God for forgiving
the sin of the baptized and raising them “to the new
life of grace” — for which he also prays, anticipating
or otherwise marking concomitant confirmation, that
they may be given “the courage to will and to perse-
vere,” sustained by the Holy Spirit (all from 1979 BCP,
pp. 302-09). The placement of Holy Baptism at the

precise pivot of the Easter Vigil,
“now that our Lenten obser-
vance is over,” underscores the
especial fittingness of our law
of belief in this instance — at
the high point of the Christian
year — to which the sacrament
always points. As the priest
may say: “Through the Paschal
mystery, dear friends, we are
buried with Christ by Baptism
into his death, and raised with
him to newness of life” (p. 292).

In turn, to ascend with Christ
is to share in his perfect

union with the Father and the
Spirit, albeit as creatures who
are being sanctified. The end of
Christian life aims at a fullness
of communion that will be the
beatific vision, that is, eternal

life with God or salvation, for “all will be made alive
in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first
fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ”
(1 Cor. 15:22-23). We commune with Christ in this
life by eating his flesh and drinking his blood as a real
participation in and foretaste of the end for which we
pray, namely, “that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us” (BCP, p. 337; cf. John 6:54-58). We com-

mune in hope that we may persevere, by grace, and by
so partaking we advance in this cause.

Reasoning along these lines, Thomas Aquinas
taught that God uses the sacraments both to heal and
to elevate the Christian soul, and that the Eucharist is
the greatest sacrament, both because it “contains
Christ himself substantially” and because all the other
sacraments are ordained to it as their end (Summa
theologiae III 65, 3 c). Of course, we do not presume
to come to the table of the Lord, because we rely con-
tinually on God’s mercy and forgiveness, and
eucharistic communion especially calls forth a regu-
lar act of discernment and preparation (see 1 Cor.
11:27ff.). At the same time, we desire to receive the
Lord, which “arises from love,” as Aquinas says. While
a certain reverential fear is fitting, therefore, in keep-
ing with the statement of the centurion (“Lord, I am
not worthy to have you come under my roof ”: Matt.
8:8), “love  and  hope, to which the Scripture con-
stantly urge us, are preferable to  fear,” says Thomas.
Thus, “when  Peter  had said, ‘Depart from me, for I
am a sinful man, O Lord,’ Jesus answered: ‘Fear not’”
(III 80, 10 ad 3). 

Approaching our Lord in the Eucharist, we ask God
to form us in the death, resurrection, and ascension of
his Son, so that “we may also in heart and mind there
ascend, and with him continually dwell” (Collect for
Ascension Day, BCP, p. 226).

“Rise, let us be on our way” (John 14:31).
Lord God, our heavenly Father, we praise you for

delivering us from the dominion of sin and death and
bringing us into the kingdom of your Son, our Savior
Jesus Christ. We pray that, as by his death he has
recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to eter-
nal joys; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Christopher Wells

To ascend
with Christ 
is to share
in his perfect
union with
the Father
and the Spirit,
albeit as 
creatures
who are being
sanctified.
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Appointments

The Rev. John Badders is interim rector of
St. Alban’s, 1417 E. Austin Ave., Harlingen,
TX 78552.

The Rev. Joy Blaylock is dean and canon
for discipleship at a school for ministry being
formed by the Diocese of the Central Gulf
Coast, to be based at St. Agatha’s, 144 Circle
Dr., DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435.

The Rev. Catherine Tyndall Boyd is rector
of St. Martin’s, 1333 Jamestown Rd., Williams-
burg, VA 23185.

The Rev. Leslie S. Burkardt is rector of St.

Thomas’, 2000 Highland Ave, Rochester, NY
14618.

The Very Rev. Tom Callard is dean of
Christ Church Cathedral, 35 Chestnut St.,
Springfield MA 01103.

The Rev. Matthew Cobb is director of Epis-
copal House of Prayer, 14215 Fruit Farm Rd.,
Collegeville, MN 56321.

The Rev. Marya DeCarlen is rector of All
Saints, 46 Cherry St, Danvers, MA 01923.

The Rev. Liz Embler is associate for con-
gregational development at St. Paul’s, 6249
Canal Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124.

The Rev. Amanda Gott is rector of St.
Matthew’s, 2325 S. 24th St., Lincoln, NE
68502.

The Rev. Stephanie M. Johnson is rector of
St. Paul’s, 200 Riverside Ave., Riverside, CT
06878.

The Rev. Judith Jones is vicar of St.
Stephen’s, 414 S.W. 9th St (P.O. Box 1014),
Newport, OR 97365,and St. Luke’s by the Sea,
1353 Hwy. 101 S. (P.O. Box 422), Waldport,
OR 97394.

The Rev. Roger Joslin is vicar of Redeemer,
13225 Sound Ave., Mattituck, NY 11952, and
Holy Trinity, 768 Main St., Greenport, NY
11944.

The Rev. Kevin O. Olds is rector of St.
Timothy’s, 4670 Congress St, Fairfield, CT
06824.

The Rev. Maggie Rourk (ELCA) is priest-
in-charge of Messiah, 76 Peachtree St., Mur-
phy, NC 28906.

The Rev. Richard Rowe is priest-in-charge
at St. Paul’s, 1659 St. Paul’s Road, Edneyville,
NC 28727.

The Rev. Lyn Stabler-Tippett is rector of
Trinity, 472 N. Main St., Mt. Airy, NC 27030.

The Rev. Sandy Stone is interim pastor of
Word of Hope (ELCA), 1870 Armstrong Mill
Rd., Lexington, KY 40517, and remains rector
of St. Martha’s, Lexington.

Deb Strainge is head of St. Mark’s School,
3395 Burns Rd., Palm Beach Gardens, FL
33410.

The Rev. Susan Berry Taylor is rector of St.
Andrew’s, 219 Winthrop Center Rd., Winthrop,
ME 04364.

The Rev. Jon White is rector of St. Luke’s,
5402 W. Genesee St., Camillus, NY 13031.

The Rev. Mary Grace Williams is vicar of
St. John the Evangelist, 1114 River Rd., Red
Hook, NY 12571, and chaplain at Bard Col-
lege, P.O. Box 5000, Annandale-on-Hudson,
NY 12504.

Ordinations
Deacons

Nevada — Angela Anderson
Northwestern Pennsylvania — David

Betz, Mark Elliston, Nicholas Evancho, and
Dorothy Konyha

South Carolina — Jason Roberson
Utah — Patricia Anne Sanchez and

Kathalin Ree Walker

Priests
Iowa — Thomas Michael Early
Southwest Florida — Richard T. Earle

Retirements
The Rev. Robinson Dewey, as senior chap-

lain of Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy, Charleston,
SC

The Rev. Geri Nelson as deacon at St.
Thomas, Isle of Hope, Savannah, GA

The Rev. Richard Nelson as rector of St.
Thomas, Isle of Hope, Savannah, GA
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 7 Easter, May 28

Acts 1:6-14 • Ps. 68:1-10, 33-36 • 1 Pet. 4:12-14, 5:6-11 • John 17:1-11

Above and Below
“As they were watching, he was

lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight” (Acts 1:9). Robed in
celestial mist, he whose power is in the
skies rides upon the clouds (Ps. 68:4,
35). Even now, looking upward, “all an-
gels pray, every creature prays, flocks
and wild animals pray, they bend the
knee and go forth from their dens and
caves and look up to heaven and
breathe expectantly, vibrating the air
in their own way. The rising birds are
directed to heaven and stretch forth a
cross of wings like hands and say
something that seems like a prayer”
(Tertullian, Tract on Prayer, Cap. 28-
29). Nature is in travail too, but groans
deeper than words make a perfect sup-
plication (Rom. 8:26).

Look up. Lift up your hearts. “So if
you have been raised with Christ, seek
the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your mind on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth, for you
have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God” (Col. 3:1-3). The Greek
and Latin best capture what it means to
set your mind upon the heights: to feel,
to think, to strive for, to sense, to taste.
“Taste and see that the Lord is good”
(Ps. 34:8).

But have we noticed that “a cloud
took him out of their sight,” and what
are we to think of intruding angels:
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up toward heaven?” (Acts 1:9-
10)? Contemplation has a place, and
its home proves to be both obscuring
clouds and the mundane matter of hu-
man lives. With their minds set on
daily things and the wonder of an un-
seen Messiah, “all these were con-
stantly devoting themselves to prayer”
(Acts 1:14). Look down, do your work,
and endure to the end. “Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Je-
sus, who, though he was in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited, but emp-
tied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. And be-

ing found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the
point of death — even death on a
cross” (Phil. 2:5-8). Jesus is in the
world, and now prays for his own who
are in the world (John 17:11). Indeed,
“As you have sent me into the world, so
I have sent them into the world” (John
17:18).

Jesus goes up to the heavens. “Sing
to God, sing praises to his name; lift up
a song to him who rides upon the
clouds — his name is the LORD” (Ps.
68:4). He is hidden and gone, and yet
he is here. “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

And you will tell and display a di-
vine mystery in the untidy work of hu-
man compassion. You will show that
God is the father of orphans, the pro-
tector of widows, a homebuilder for
the desolate, prosperity to prisoners,
rain from heaven, the restorer of what
languished, a dwelling for flocks, a
provider for the needy (Ps. 68:6-10). O
rider in the heavens, the ancient heav-
ens, what tender care you show for this
particle of creation.

I leave now to a home for the weak,
ordered more or less, but still cluttered
with wheelchairs, shower chairs, elec-
tric lifts, and adaptive implements for
meals. The TV will be on, as always. It
is good to be there, and look up. 

Look It Up
Read Acts 1:9. He has gone.

Think About It
Power upon you.

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is
blessed by both its long history and
contemporary engagement with God’s
mission in Jesus Christ through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Our 168 parishes and
worshiping communities are committed
to discovering what God is up to in our
neighborhoods and participating in God’s
mission of restoration and reconciliation.

Episcopal Church in Connecticut
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290 Pratt Street | Box 52, Meriden CT 06450
203.639.3501 | episcopalct.org

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

Camp Allen, founded in 1921, hosts retreats
for over 400 churches annually from all
denominations and is one of the largest
Episcopal summer camps in the nation.
Guests enjoy the year-round educational,
recreational, and spiritual facility. Located
one hour northwest of Houston, the 1,100-
acre property features 150 hotel rooms,
on-site dining, chapel with seating for 800,
dormitory campsites, lakeside cabins, five
miles of trails, two lakes, three pools, ropes
courses, and an equestrian center, which
provide countless opportunities for visitors
to awaken their spirit in the piney woods.

Camp Allen
18800 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868
936.825.7175 | campallen.org

Commissioning of new Mission Council leadership
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VoLUMe 254   •   nUMbeR 9 SUNDAY’S READINGS | Day of Pentecost, June 4

Acts 2:1-21 or Num. 11:24-30 • Ps. 104:25-35, 37
1 Cor. 12:3b-13 • John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39

Fire
Moses went up onto the mountain

of God and saw a bush transfig-
ured before him. “There the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of
fire out of a bush; he looked, and the
bush was blazing, yet it was not con-
sumed” (Ex. 3:2). Just as Moses looked,
the reader or listener looks and finds
the bush still burning, still standing
and presiding over the arid landscape,
brutal in its determination to live.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but
this bush, it seems, will not. God is the
flame burning but not consuming
desert wood. Grace perfects nature and
does not destroy it. In other words,
God loves the world. Later, God spoke
to Moses, and the skin of his face
shone, red from flame and heat (Ex.
34:30). It was dangerous and mysteri-
ous, but Moses survived to be himself.
They spoke together, God and Moses,
face to face, as friends (Ex. 33:11).

“Would that all the Lord’s people
were prophets, and that the Lord
would put his spirit on them” (Num.
11:29). The Spirit who fell upon Moses
fell upon the 70 elders who stood be-
fore the tent, and the two, Eldad and
Medad, who remained in the camp.
The brush fire of God’s Spirit was leap-
ing from person to person, beyond hu-
man censure and control. If only they
were all prophets and friends of the
Most High God. Indeed, when human
nature was assumed into Jesus Christ,
it followed that Christ, who is in the
bosom of the Father, would share by
adoption and grace his life and status
as Son of the Father. “To as many as re-
ceived him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become the children
of God” (John 1:12). He made them
children and friends of God (John
15:15). Without harm to individuals,
without threat to the integrity of per-
sons, God unleashes the fire that
burned in the bush. The fire of the
Spirit is the power and life of Christ.

On the Great Day of Pentecost,
when the disciples were gathered to-
gether in one place, the heavens rum-

bled and split, and a torrent of fresh
air filled the house where they were.
“Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them” (Acts 2:3). Awakened
and strengthened by a heaven-storm
and fire, they spoke in other languages,
so that all the nations living in
Jerusalem heard and understood:
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, residents
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappado-
cia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt, parts of Libya be-
longing to Cyrene, visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs. This strange list of countries
and ethnic groups may suggest a styl-
ized catalogue, but it definitely sug-
gests the universal reach of the gospel.
“In our own language we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power”
(Acts 2:11). The power of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ was and is creating
and igniting the Church. “I will pour
out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams”
(Acts 2:17). Let the whole earth praise
the name of the Lord. Let the fire burn.

And the fire is effectual. The one and
the same Spirit gives gifts and services
and activities for the common good.
There is a gift for each and a gift for all,
the one Spirit.

Look It Up
Read Acts 2:3 and John 20:22: diversity
and unity.

Think About It
The angel of death will pass over you,
but the angel of resurrection will thun-
der into your home and spark a living
flame.
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | Trinity Sunday, June 11

Gen. 1:1-2:4a • Ps. 8 or Cant. 13 or Cant. 2
2 Cor. 13:11-13 • Matt. 28:16-20

Fear, Wisdom, and Kindness
Formless and void, darkness over the

deep: the first elements churn in a
murky soup of being. God rides on
wings over the face of the waters. God
calls forth light, makes a dome in the
sky, and pushes mud above the waters.
The land brings forth plants and fruit
trees, God allowing. God puts two
glowing orbs in the sky and speckles
the dome with shining jewels. God lets
the waters swarm and makes sky the
realm of birds. God lets the earth bring
forth living creatures, cattle, creeping
things, and wild animals. God prepares
to make humans, saying, “Let us make
humankind in our image, according to
our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). “Let us,” says
God.

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God,
the Lord alone” (Deut. 6:4). An NRSV
footnote adds: “Or The Lord our God is
one Lord, or The Lord our God, the
Lord is one, or The Lord is our God, the
Lord is one.” There is one God, one di-
vine substance, one cause of all being.
God is sovereign and majestic, above
the heavens, that than which nothing
greater can be conceived. God creates,
and looks, and admires the goodness
of created beings, calling their summa-
tion “very good.” God finishes the
work, rests, and looks in contempla-
tive love.

Love is the ground of all being, the
font of the universe. To human beings,
this may feel like power, the power of
love. Beholding the grandeur and mag-
nificence of nature, humans sense a
power source. Looking more deeply,
creation shows evidence of order and
purpose on so grand and small a scale
that we naturally sense a mystery is at
work from moment to moment. Some-
thing like Wisdom cries out. More sub-
tle still is the sense, violated often by
tragedy, that there may be something
like kindness in all seven days of an
evolving creation. The great Leviathan
owes its existence to another, is guided
by an unseen wisdom, is preserved by
a kindness put in the water world.

Hugh of St. Victor, speaking of the

Trinity, imagined three days that are, in
essence, one day. “The omnipotence of
God is considered and arouses our
heart to wonder, it is the day of the Fa-
ther; when the wisdom of God is ex-
amined and enlightens our heart with
recognition of the truth, it is the day of
the Son; when the kindness of God is
observed and enflames our hearts to
love, it is the day of the Holy Spirit.
Power arouses fear; wisdom enlight-
ens; kindness brings joy. On the day of
power we die through fear. On the day
of wisdom, we are buried away from
the clamor of this world by contem-
plation of the truth. On the day of
kindness, we rise through love and de-
sire of eternal goods” (On the Three
Days, trans. Hugh Feiss, OSB).

Wondrous fear, the contemplation
of Wisdom, and the enflaming warmth
of kindness suggest the mystery of Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, though this
mystery would only be named after the
revelation of Jesus Christ. In Christ’s
coming, the grace of his life is the first
experience of his followers. He heals
and casts off demons and teaches as
one with authority, even raises the
dead. He embodies the love and pres-
ence of God so vividly, articulately; a
Word, it seems, from the Father (John
1:18). Departing from the disciples, Je-
sus promises that he will not leave
them orphaned. He sends the Holy
Spirit, his own Spirit, the Spirit who is
the Father’s love for the Son and the
Son’s love for the Father. Sending the
Spirit, he sends the Trinity: holy fear,
Wisdom, and kindness in the unity of
one being. A love story.

Look It Up
Read Matthew 28:19.

Think About It
Indeed: think.

One Family
The future of Jerusalem is the future of
the world, and Jerusalem Peacebuilders
(JPB) both works and prays for the
peace of Jerusalem. JPB promotes peace
by offering Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim youth from Jerusalem and the
United States the opportunity to become
one family. Our summer programs in
Israel, Houston, and Vermont empower
teens to be leaders by focusing on
spiritual resilience, interfaith
understanding, lifelong friendships, and
social justice.

God’s merciful grace abounds, and
our intensive, high-quality programs
change the trajectory of our participants’
lives. This summer, three JPB youth
institutes will impact over 100 families,
and this fall, JPB educators will work
with young leaders in ten Jerusalem,
Nazareth, Tel Aviv, and Houston
schools. A passion for peace drives our
mission; volunteer and institutional
partnerships power our program. Pray
and work with us for the peace of
Jerusalem.

Jerusalem Peacebuilders
P.O. Box 2020

West Brattleboro, VT 05301
802.254.0068

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor



CLASSIFIEDS

POSITIONS OFFERED

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by email at
festflags@aol.com.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

THE LIVING CHURCH
FOUNDATION, INC.

Dr. Garwood Anderson, Nashotah, Wis.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Stephen Andrews,

Toronto, Ont.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. John C. Bauerschmidt,

Nashville, Tenn.
Richard Clements, Oklahoma City, Okla.

The Rev. Dr. Michael B. Cover, Milwaukee, Wis.
Heather Cross, New York, N.Y.

Prudence Dailey, Oxford, England
The Rev. Jake Dell, New York, N.Y.

The Rev. Dr. D. Stuart Dunnan, Hagerstown, Md.
The Most Rev. Gerald James Ian Ernest, Mauritius

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Goddard, London, England
Carrie Boren Headington, Dallas, Texas

Marie Howard, Jacksonville, Fla.
The Rev. Canon Jordan Hylden, Dallas, Texas

The Most Rev. Dr. Josiah Idowu-Fearon,
London, England

The Rev. Jay C. James, Raleigh, N.C.
Elisabeth Rain Kincaid, Dallas, Texas

The Rev. S. Thomas Kincaid III, Dallas, Texas
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Graham Kings, London, England

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II, Granger, Ind.
The Rt. Rev. D. Bruce MacPherson, Edmond, Okla.

Richard J. Mammana, Jr., New Haven, Conn.
The Rev. Dr. David Marshall, Durham, N.C.

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, Springfield, Ill.
The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller, Milwaukee, Wis.
The Rev. Jonathan Mitchican, Drexel Hill, Pa.

Daniel Muth, Leland, N.C.
The Most Rev. Bernard Ntahoturi,

Bujumbura, Burundi
The Rev. Matthew Olver, Wauwatosa, Wis.

The Rev. Andrew Petiprin, Orlando, Fla.
David R. Pitts, Baton Rouge, La.

Dr. Colin Podmore, London, England
The Rev. Nicholas T. Porter, West Brattleboro, Vt.
The Rev. Dr. Walter L. “Chip” Prehn, Midland, Texas

The Rev. Dr. Ephraim Radner, Toronto, Ont.
Kenneth A. Ross III, Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dr. Grace Sears, Richmond, Ky.
The Very Rev. Dr. Graham M. Smith, Hillsboro, Ore.

The Rev. Leigh Spruill, Nashville, Tenn.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. George Sumner, Dallas, Texas

The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Dallas, Texas
Dr. Shirleen S. Wait, Atlantic Beach, Fla.
Dr. Christopher Wells, Milwaukee, Wis.

The Rt. Rev. and Rt. Hon. Dr. Rowan Williams,
Cambridge, England

FULL-TIME RECTOR: Holy Trinity Parish,
Gainesville, Florida, is a downtown urban parish in a
dynamic university city seeking a Rector. Our ideal
candidate should be an ordained Episcopal priest with
an MDiv and at least seven years’ progressively respon-
sible experience as a rector or assistant rector of a sim-
ilar-sized parish. Holy Trinity is a cardinal parish, and
we are looking for a Rector with strong skills and expe-
rience in pastoral care, communication, preaching,
church finances (including stewardship) and church
building and property management.   A more detailed
job description, including compensation information is
available by contacting our search committee chair Jim
Salter at jamess@salterlaw.net.

CANON TO THE ORDINARY,  The Diocese of
Southeast Florida. The Bishop of Southeast Florida
seeks to appoint a Canon to the Ordinary who will be a
partner with him and a team of leaders in re-shaping the
ministry of the Bishop’s Office and in focusing on the
vitality of the congregations, schools, and special min-
istries of the Church in Southeast Florida. Interested per-
sons should send a cover letter, resume, OTM profile,
and list of references to Ms. Monique Veras, 525 NE
15th Street, Miami  FL  33132 or monique@diosef.org.

   

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

“Deepening Our Faith, Widening Our
Embrace” is the Mission Statement of the
Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis,
encompassing 46 parishes throughout the
lower two-thirds of Indiana. We celebrate
Waycross, our vibrant camp and confer-
ence center, and a robust partnership
with the Diocese of Brasilia. We are
strengthening and growing our churches
through our unique Pathways to Vitality
initiative. We are supporting critical
human needs across central and southern
Indiana through our Episcopal Fund for
Human Need. We are blessed with active
campus ministries and a strong commit-
ment to social and economic justice pub-
lic policy advocacy. 

The Diocese of Indianapolis
1100 W. 42nd St. #235, Indianapolis, IN 46208
317.926.5454 • indydio.org

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

St. Michael’s by-the-Sea is a historic
Anglo-Catholic Episcopal Church
located in the coastal Village of
Carlsbad, California (Diocese of San
Diego). The Lord Jesus Christ is the
center of this spiritual community.
Morning and Evening Prayer and the
Holy Eucharist are offered daily to the
glory of the Most Holy Trinity. Whether
you are in town for a week at the beach,
or a local pilgrim on a spiritual journey,
St. Michael’s by-the-Sea welcomes you!

St. Michael’s by-the-Sea
2775 Carlsbad Blvd., Carlsbad, CA 92008
760.729.8901 | stmichaelsbythesea.org



Vail, Colorado
CHURCH oF THe TRAnsFIGURATIon
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

bradenton, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
4030 Manatee Ave. w. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIoCese oF FLoRIDA
325 n. Market st. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

orlando, Florida
DIoCese oF CenTRAL FLoRIDA
1017 e. Robinson st. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

sarasota, Florida
CHURCH oF THe ReDeeMeR
222 south Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

Vero beach, Florida
TRInITy CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

savannah, Georgia
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
1 w. Macon st. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

springfield, Illinois
DIoCese oF sPRInGFIeLD
821 s. second st. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

salina, Kansas
sAInT FRAnCIs CoMMUnITy seRVICes
509 e. elm st. • 785.825.0541
www.st-francis.org

shreveport, Louisiana
sT. MARK’s CATHeDRAL 
908 Rutherford street • 318.221.3360
www.stmarkscatheral.net

Hagerstown, Maryland
sAInT JAMes sCHooL
17641 College Rd. • 301.733.9330
stjames.edu

new york, new york
sT. THoMAs CHURCH
FIFTH AVenUe
1 west 53rd st. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

new york, new york
TRInITy wALL sTReeT
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, new york
DIoCese oF wesTeRn new yoRK
1064 brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
sT. TIMoTHy’s CHURCH
4523 six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Cincinnati, ohio
DIoCese oF soUTHeRn oHIo
412 sycamore st. • 800.582.1712
diosohio.org

oklahoma City, oklahoma
ALL soULs’ CHURCH
6400 n. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

oklahoma City, oklahoma
DIoCese oF oKLAHoMA
924 n. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

wayne, Pennsylvania
sT. DAVID’s CHURCH
763 s. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
s. sTePHen’s CHURCH
114 George st. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

nashville, Tennessee
DIoCese oF Tennessee
3700 woodmont blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

nashville, Tennessee
sT. GeoRGe’s CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

sewanee, Tennessee
CoMMUnITy oF sT. MARy
soUTHeRn PRoVInCe
1100 st. Mary’s Lane • 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe InCARnATIon
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIoCese oF DALLAs
1630 n. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. MICHAeL AnD ALL AnGeLs
8011 Douglas Ave. • 214.363.5471
saintmichael.org

THE LIVING CHURCH Partners 2017
SPONSORS

THE LIVING CHURCH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).
To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.

DIoCese oF wesTeRn new yoRK

(Continued on next page)TRInITy CHURCH, VeRo beACH



GUARANTORS

Houston, Texas
THe CHURCH oF sT. JoHn
THe DIVIne
2450 River oaks blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIoCese oF TeXAs
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
sT. DUnsTAn’s CHURCH
14301 stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
sT. MARTIn’s CHURCH
717 sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

san Antonio, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
510 belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

west brattleboro, Vermont
JeRUsALeM PeACebUILDeRs
P.o. box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHeDRAL CHURCH 
oF ALL sAInTs
818 e. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

(Continued from previous page) Mobile, Alabama
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
115 s. Conception st.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Tucson, Arizona
sT. PHILIP’s In THe HILLs
4440 n Campbell Ave.
520.299.6421
stphilipstucson.org

Carlsbad, California
sT. MICHAeL’s by-THe-seA
2775 Carlsbad blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

Denver, Colorado
sAInT JoHn’s CATHeDRAL
1350 washington st.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In ConneCTICUT
290 Pratt street, box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIsT CHURCH, GeoRGeTown
31st and o sts. nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

orlando, Florida
sT. MARy oF THe AnGeLs
6316 Matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

oviedo, Florida
CAnTeRbURy ReTReAT 
& ConFeRenCe CenTeR
1601 Alafaya Trail • 407.365.5571
canterburyretreat.org

Parrish, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHwesT
FLoRIDA
8005 25th st. e. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
2230 walton way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

savannah, Georgia
THe CoLLeGIATe CHURCH
oF sT. PAUL THe APosTLe
1802 Abercorn st. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Indianapolis, Indiana
DIoCese oF InDIAnAPoLIs
1100 w. 42nd st. • 317.926.5454
indydio.org

new orleans, Louisiana
DIoCese oF LoUIsIAnA
1623 7th st. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Potomac, Maryland
sT. FRAnCIs CHURCH
10033 River Rd • 301.365.2055
stfrancispotomac.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACe CHURCH
1815 Hall st. se • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In MInnesoTA
1730 Clifton Pl., ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

st. Louis, Missouri
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
110 n. warson Road
314.993.2306
stpetersepiscopal.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIoCese oF MIssIssIPPI
118 n. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, new Mexico
DIoCese oF THe RIo GRAnDe
6400 Coors blvd. nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

santa Fe, new Mexico
CHURCH oF THe HoLy FAITH
311 e. Palace Ave. • 505.982.4447
holyfaithchurchsf.org

Cooperstown, new york
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, new york
DIoCese oF LonG IsLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceseli.org

Greenwich, new york
DIoCese oF ALbAny
580 burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

new york, new york
GRACe CHURCH
802 broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

Troy, new york
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
146 1st st. • 518.274.5884
stjohnstroy.org

Durham, north Carolina
sT. sTePHen’s CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PennsyLVAnIA
3717 Chestnut st., ste. 300
215.627.6434
diopa.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PITTsbURGH
325 oliver Avenue, suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, south Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLy
CoMMUnIon
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, south Carolina
DIoCese oF UPPeR
soUTH CARoLInA
1115 Marion st. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
700 s. Upper broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. AUGUsTIne’s oAK CLIFF
1302 w. Kiest blvd. • 214.371.3441
staugustinesoakcliff.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIoCese oF FoRT woRTH
2900 Alemeda st.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Midland, Texas
TRInITy sCHooL oF MIDLAnD
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLen
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

SPONSORS

THE LIVING CHURCH Partners 2017



boston, Massachusetts
DIoCese oF MAssACHUseTTs
138 Tremont st. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

Las Vegas, nevada
DIoCese oF neVADA
9480 s. eastern Ave., ste. 236
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Greenwich, new york
CoMMUnITy oF sT. MARy
eAsTeRn PRoVInCe
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

Henrietta, new york
DIoCese oF RoCHesTeR
3825 e. Henrietta Rd. ste. 100
585.473.2977
www.episcopalrochester.org

new york, new york
CALVARy–sT. GeoRGe’s
61 Gramercy Park n.
646.723.4178
calvarystgeorges.org

new york, new york
CHRIsT & sT. sTePHen’s
CHURCH
120 w. 69th st. • 212.787.2755
csschurch.org 

new york, new york
CHURCH oF THe
TRAnsFIGURATIon
1 e. 29th st. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Chapel Hill, north Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLy FAMILy
200 Hayes Rd. • 919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Kinston, north Carolina
DIoCese oF eAsT CARoLInA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
sT. MICHAeL’s CHURCH
1520 Canterbury Rd.
919.782.0731
holymichael.org

winston-salem, north Carolina
sT. TIMoTHy’s CHURCH
2575 Parkway Dr. • 336.765.0294
sttimothysws.org

Fargo, north Dakota
DIoCese oF noRTH DAKoTA
3600 25th st. s. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
sT. AnDRew’s CHURCH
5801 Hampton st. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosePH oF ARIMATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH oF THe sAVIoR
110 s. Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. MATTHew’s CATHeDRAL
5100 Ross Ave. • 214.823.8134
episcopalcathedral.org

Denton, Texas
sT. DAVID oF wALes
623 ector st. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Houston, Texas
sT. FRAnCIs CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd.
713.782.1270
sfch.org

Irving, Texas
CHURCH oF THe ReDeeMeR
2700 warren Cir. • 972.255.4171
redeemer-irving.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIoCese oF noRTHwesT
TeXAs
1802 broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

Tyler, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
118 s. bois d’Arc • 903.597.9854
christchurchtyler.org

waco, Texas
HoLy sPIRIT CHURCH
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Charlottesville, Virginia
CHRIsT CHURCH
120 High st. w. • 434.293.2347
christchurchcville.org

seattle, washington
DIoCese oF oLyMPIA
1551 10th Ave. e • 206.325.4200
ecww.org

Delavan, wisconsin
CHRIsT CHURCH
503 e. walworth Ave.
262.728.5292
christchurchdelavan.com

Phoenix, Arizona
DIoCese oF ARIZonA 
114 w. Roosevelt st.
602.254.0976
azdiocese.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIoCese oF DeLAwARe
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

Maitland, Florida
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
331 Lake Ave. • 407.644.5350
goodshepherdmaitland.com

Miami, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHeAsT
FLoRIDA
525 n.e. 15 st. • 305.373.0881
diosef.org

orlando, Florida
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
oF sT. LUKe
130 n. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
ccslorlando.org

santa Rosa beach, Florida
CHRIsT THe KInG CHURCH
480 n. County Hwy. 393
850.267.3332
christthekingfl.org

Tallahassee, Florida
HoLy CoMFoRTeR
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
2015 Fleischmann Rd.
850.877.2712
hc-ec.org

south bend, Indiana
DIoCese oF noRTHeRn
InDIAnA
117 n. Lafayette blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIoCese oF IowA
225 37th st. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

Lafayette, Louisiana
CHURCH oF THe AsCensIon
1030 Johnston st. • 337.232.2732
ascensionlafayette.com

Portland, Maine
DIoCese oF MAIne
143 state st. • 207.772-1953
episcopalmaine.org

boston, Massachusetts
THe CHURCH oF THe ADVenT
30 brimmer st. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

san Antonio, Texas
DIoCese oF wesT TeXAs
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

salt Lake City, Utah
DIoCese oF UTAH
75 s. 200 east • 800.343.4756
episcopal-ut.org

Charlottesville, Virginia
MoCKInGbIRD MInIsTRIes
100 w. Jefferson st. 
434.293.2347
mbird.com

Fairfax, Virginia
TRURo AnGLICAn CHURCH
10520 Main st. • 703.273.1300
truroanglican.com

Richmond, Virginia
DIoCese oF VIRGInIA
110 w. Franklin st. • 800.DIoCese
thediocese.net

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCese oF wesT VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia st. e.
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCese oF FonD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. ste. 1b
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

soCIeTy oF MARy
AMeRICAn ReGIon
superior: Fr. John D. Alexander
114 George st.
Providence, RI 02906-1189
somamerica.org

ASSOCIATES



TREVOR FLOYD & COMPANY
www.trevorfloyd.com

Order toll free at: 1.866.375.9651 or visit us on Facebook www.facebook/trevorwfloyd

If you are considering  
the purchase of a  

church banner,  
you may want to  

consider calling us.
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