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When problems with international
shipping break into the headlines, they
usually involve drama on the high seas
or illegal trafficking. But many crises
faced by the unseen people who keep
international trade flowing are more
mundane than pirate attacks or co-
caine raids.

in a world of global trade, mechani-
cal trouble can lead to miles of bureau-
cratic red tape, many hours of diplo-
matic negotiation, and months of
isolation for crews who lack visas re-
quired to come ashore or might lose
pay for abandoning ship.

For the crew of the Newlead
Granadino, this prospect became a re-
ality last Sept. 20, when the asphalt
tanker suffered serious engine trouble
near the Port of Baltimore and was
deemed unfit to sail by the U.S. Coast
Guard. The Granadino, which sails un-
der the flag of Malta and is owned by
Greece-based NewLead Holdings Ltd.,
had been chartered for another six
months of service on June 23. its 18-
member crew, mostly from the Philip-
pines, had been shipping bitumen to
refineries in North America and the
Caribbean.

With the Granadino unable to leave
port, mechanical failure soon created a
humanitarian crisis. When this hap-
pened, the Baltimore international
Seafarers’ Center (BiSC) stepped in.

“i visited the vessel three times while
she was at anchor, thanks to free rides
on McAllister Towing tugboats and
Maryland Pilot launches,” the Rev. Mary
H.T. Davisson, port chaplain and exec-
utive director at the center, told TLC by
email. “During those visits, we deliv-
ered donations ranging from snacks
and toiletries to thermal underwear and
warm hats, as well as care packages
from the Filipino-American relatives of
a crew member. Other donations were
delivered on other occasions by McAl-
lister or the Maryland Pilots.”

Philippines Embassy photo

The Rev. Mary Davisson (second from right) escorted representatives from the Philippines
Embassy on a McAllister tug to visit the Newlead Granadino.

For Those at Peril on the Sea
For port chaplain Mary H.T. Davisson, helping a stranded crew is part of a year-round ministry.

Davisson also helped bring repre-
sentatives from the Philippines Em-
bassy aboard.

Once the ship could dock near the
center, six crew members were repa-
triated and garbage was removed.
Davisson visited another three times
and provided escort to a crew mem-
ber’s relative, as required by port secu-
rity. When the ship was moved to a
dock in the Canton area of the port in
mid-January, Davisson again met the
crew as six more were repatriated.

“i’ve visited the remaining six on five
occasions as of March 8,” she said.
“Highlights have included escorting
more visiting relatives on board, bring-
ing ashes on Ash Wednesday, and es-
corting a Filipino-American trainee on
board, who brought home-cooked
food as well as lively conversation in
Tagalog.”

Davisson said the remaining crew
members, who are not allowed ashore

at all, have welcomed her graciously
and have repeatedly thanked the
greater Baltimore community for its
support. This support has included
help from the international Transport
Workers Federation, the Coast Guard,
the Seafarers international Union, and
churches. Emmanuel Episcopal pro-
vided rosaries for the crew, and the
center’s ecumenical personnel col-
lected toiletries and warm clothing.

Davisson grew up in Baltimore and
studied at Virginia Theological Semi-
nary. Bishop Robert ilhoff asked the
priest if she would visit vessels with the
Rev. Ed Munro, the Episcopal deacon
who founded the center, which is affil-
iated with the London-based Mission
to Seafarers.

“i fell in love with the ministry be-
cause of the trust we experience from
seafarers all over the world, the as-
tounding dedication of BiSC’s volun-
teers, and the gift of learning to trust
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each seafarer back to God as their ves-
sels sailed away,” she said. in her work
there, she visits several international
crews every week. She offers welcome,
free Bibles and magazines, and prayer,
if desired. She can also provide legal
and labor referrals on request.

“Volunteers working one or more
shifts of five to nine hours weekly
make similar visits,” she said. “Our
most labor-intensive assistance is pro-
viding rides ashore for errands or wor-
ship, since only drivers with security
training and badges can escort seafar-
ers between the gangway and the ter-
minal gate. in most cases, seafarers’
centers are the only option for free
rides.”

Stranded vessels and routine visits
are not her only concerns. As director
of BiSC and its only full-time em-
ployee, she trains and supervises the
volunteers, ensuring that their creden-
tials are up to date for the 14 terminals
they serve. Working with the center’s
board and treasurer, she helps main-
tain church-port relationships. She also

helps raise the $220,000 needed annu-
ally by the nonprofit ministry. Vans go
to and from the shop, and the rest-
rooms must be stocked with supplies.

Because Davisson works as a chap-
lain to crews, she cannot reveal many
private details about their situation or
who they are. She emphasized, how-
ever, that missions to seafarers provide
vital support to a population that al-
most always goes unseen.

“Seafarers are physically invisible be-
cause they spend nine months a year
on the ocean. We literally don’t see
them,” she said. “Then when they get
to shore, security regulations generally
prevent local citizens without special
credentials from visiting. Moreover,
when a multinational crew works on a
vessel owned by a company in country
A, flagged in country B, operated by a
company based in country C, and sail-
ing from Country D to E to F, it’s some-
times hard to know who if anyone will
enforce their rights. There are often fi-
nancial pressures to keep passing the
buck when a problem arises, such as an

expensive injury on the job.”
Davisson said that people can learn

more about the lives of shipping crews
by reading Ninety Percent of Everything
by Rose George and visiting the North
American Maritime Ministry Associa-
tions website at namma.org.

“Those who live in ports can con-
sider volunteering, as many under-
staffed centers have to turn down mul-
tiple requests weekly from crews. And
those who don’t live in ports can still
contribute financially: let’s prevent any
more centers from closing under the fi-
nancial pressures caused by security
regulations and other factors,” she said.

“Congregations can invite port
chaplains and volunteers to preach or
present at adult forums. Some seafar-
ers’ centers are able to take interested
visitors on board vessels. in many
ports, the specifics of security rules
preclude that, but the local seafarers’
center may offer an annual boat ride
around their harbor or other educa-
tional event.”

Matthew Townsend
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The Rt. Rev. Philip North has declined
his appointment as Bishop of Sheffield,

although the Arch-
bishop of York and
dozens of ordained
women had defended
him amid several at-
tacks.

“There is clearly
much to be done on
what it means to dis-
agree well and to live
with theological dif-

ference in the Church of England,”
Bishop North wrote March 9. “if, as
Christians, we cannot relate to each
other within the bounds of love, how
can we possibly presume to transform
a nation in the name of Christ? i hope
though that this conversation can con-
tinue in the future without it being
hung upon the shoulders of one indi-
vidual.”

North had declined an appointment
in December 2012 as Bishop of Whitby
(Diocese of York) when his opposition
to ordaining women as priests created
conflict. in November 2014, he was ap-
pointed to Burnley, a part of the Dio-
cese of Blackburn with a strong tradi-
tionalist presence.

Leading the campaign against North
was the Very Rev. Martyn Percy, dean
of Christ Church, Oxford.

“He cannot in his conscience recog-
nize, value, and affirm the sacramental
integrity of one third of his clergy,”
Percy said of North. “Such a position
has no integrity. He will be the cause of
division, and cannot bring unity.”

The Archbishop of York supported
the appointment in a Feb. 25 article in
The Yorkshire Post.

“Women clergy in the Diocese of
Sheffield will not only be accepted, but
will be encouraged, inspired, and fur-
thered in their ministry by their new
Diocesan Bishop,” Archbishop John
Sentamu wrote. “However, there re-
main those who question the integrity
both of the agreement reached by the
Church of England, and of Philip

Bishop North Declines Appointment
North himself. And that simply won’t
do.”

Ordained women in Sheffield have
expressed support for Bishop North.

The Rev. Eleanor Robertshaw, team
rector of the Parish of Great Snaith,
said she was saddened by calls for
North to decline the appointment.

“if a woman had been appointed to
Sheffield, and traditionalists had called
for her to rescind the appointment,
then many women and men, ordained
and lay, would have been outraged,”
she said. “We have to expect that we
will also have traditionalist bishops;
otherwise, how is everyone flourish-
ing? … i firmly believe that God has
called Philip North to this diocese be-
cause he has the right skills to lead us
into the future.”

in 1995, the Church of England ap-
pointed two Provincial Episcopal Visi-
tors (often called “Flying Bishops”) to
look after the pastoral needs of
parishes that do not accept episcopal
oversight from bishops who ordain
women. Local arrangements have
evolved to provide oversight of tradi-
tionalist parishes.

in 2010, as General Synod moved
toward welcoming women to the epis-
copate, the Society of St. Wilfrid and
St. Hilda was formed to provide alter-
native episcopal oversight for tradi-
tionalists in the Church of England.

Bishop North is a member of the So-
ciety and its parent organization, For-
ward in Faith. The Society provides
oversight to about 400 parishes.

John Martin

How Fares God
in Australia?
POSTCARD FROM SYDNEY

Embedded in the footpath beside the
fountain in Sydney’s Town Hall Square,
close by St. Andrew’s Anglican Cathe-
dral, is a single-word sermon: Eternity.
it’s a solid-brass replica of a copper-
plate sign that was chalked for nearly
40 years on Sydney streets.

The chalk slogan was the work of
Arthur Stace, once a homeless alco-

North
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holic, illiterate, and by all accounts a
no-hoper. One night he stumbled into
a service at St. Barnabas’ Church
Broadway in Sydney and was soundly
converted. He quit drinking and later
got a job as a janitor at Burton Street
Tabernacle.

Soon after, one Sunday evening at
Burton Street, the war hero turned
evangelist John G. Ridley, M.C., waxed
eloquent: “Eternity! Eternity! Oh, that
this word could be emblazoned across
the streets of Sydney!” in his simple
way, Stace decided to do that. For
many years, no one knew the identity
of the graffitist. He would walk the
streets during the night hours to ply
his project.

During World War ii the clock tower
of Sydney’s central post office was dis-
mantled. When it was rebuilt, workers
reinstalling the bell noticed Eternity
etched in chalk. No one ever found out
how Stace gained access to it.

it’s calculated that Stace wrote Eter-
nity more than half a million times be-
tween 1932 and 1967. His enduring
message makes people stop, think, and
engage with the spiritual part of life.

Stace’s Eternity became a somewhat
incongruous symbol of Sydney. During
the opening ceremonies at the Sydney
Olympics in 2000, a replica was the
centerpiece of a huge illuminated sign
on the Sydney Harbour Bridge.

A screen print of Stace’s copperplate
Eternity was made in 1990 and is on
display at the National Gallery of Aus-
tralia. One of the works by English
street artist Banksy during his Octo-
ber 2013 residency in New York de-
picts a worker washing away an Eter-
nity tag. Stace inspired a religious
newspaper called Eternity. The old
Burton Street Tabernacle is now the
Eternity Theater, owned by the Sydney
City Council, which took out a trade-
mark on the name to protect it against
indiscriminate commercial use.

The Eternity story, and how it has
caught the public imagination, in
many ways runs counter to the Aus-
tralian consensus. As with many parts



March 26, 2017 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   9

of the Western world, the Christian
church in Australia finds itself pitted
against energetic secularist forces that
want to see symbols of the faith re-
moved from the public sphere.

in the week before Christmas, the
Most Rev. Glenn Davies, Archbishop
of Sydney, saw reports of carols being
dropped from school and community
celebrations, or words being changed
to wish people “Happy Holidays”
rather than “Merry Christmas.”

“The politically correct vanguard of
secularists are basically trying to con-
form people to their particular pattern
of speech and belief,” he declared. The
centerpiece of his Christmas sermon
at St. Andrew’s Cathedral was an elo-
quent rebuttal of the argument of those
who want to erase Christianity from
public discourse.

Unlike in the United States, there
was never any religious vision attached
to European settlement in the An-
tipodes. Whereas many of America’s
earliest settlers shared a vision to create
a society based on the values of the rule

of God, most of their Australian coun-
terparts where drawn from among the
classes most alienated from formal
Christianity. Many early convicts had
been sentenced to transportation by
parson-judges and carried deep resent-
ment of church authority. The first two
churches built in the New South Wales
colony were destroyed in arson attacks.

in the 1960s and 1970s there was a
slide in Anglican church attendance
(from 40% before World War ii to
around 20%). Roman Catholics,
thanks to their network of parish
schools, fared better. Now Anglicans
are energetically founding schools. The
welfare agency Anglicare is helping
many parishes reposition themselves
to serve social as well as spiritual
needs.

As with many U.K. cities, cathedral
worship in urban portions of Australia
seems to be burgeoning. People
flocked to St. Paul’s Cathedral in Mel-
bourne at Christmas, despite a terror
threat that could have destroyed it.
About 1,500 squeezed inside and more

were turned away or worshiped in the
forecourt.

St. Andrew’s in Sydney welcomed
more than 3,000 to its Christmas serv-
ices. The Very Rev. Kanishka Raffel,
dean of St. Andrew’s, has been in the
post a little over a year.

Raffel, 51, was born in London of Sri
Lankan parents, and was brought up as
a Buddhist. He found the Christian
faith when given a Bible while studying
law at the University of Sydney.

“Here we are in the middle of a cos-
mopolitan, vibrant, growing, fairly op-
timistic sort of city and everybody
chasing their dreams at a furious pace,”
he told TLC while drinking coffee
across the street from St. Andrew’s. “it’s
a great privilege to be able to offer the
eternal gospel to a very wide cross-sec-
tion of people. We have tourists, we
have refugees, the business types who
pop in for Evensong or a lunchtime
Bible study.

“i like to say the doors are physically
and metaphorically wide open. So we

(Continued on next page)
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Australia
(Continued from previous page)

want as a cathedral to offer the hospi-
tality of the gospel. We want to wel-
come people in: into our space, into
our story.”

John Martin

Treats for the Pope
On Feb. 26 Pope Francis became the
first pontiff to visit an Anglican parish
in Rome. He used the historic occa-
sion to press for greater unity after cen-
turies of mistrust, prejudices, and hos-
tility between the two churches, the
Associated Press reported.

Francis and the Rt. Rev. Robert
innes, the Church of England’s Bishop
of Gibraltar in Europe, prayed side by
side in All Saints’ Church, not far from
the Spanish Steps.

in his homily, Pope Francis ac-
knowledged that Anglicans and Ro-
man Catholics had long “viewed each
other with suspicion and hostility” and
that there were “centuries of mutual
mistrust.”

“At times, progress on our journey
toward full communion may seem
slow and uncertain, but today we can
be encouraged by our gathering,” the
pope said.

in turn, innes praised the pope for
his work on behalf of refugees and mi-
grants.

Francis also said he is studying the
possibility of visiting South Sudan,

which is suffering from famine and
civil war.

He said Anglican, Presbyterian, and
Roman Catholic leaders from South
Sudan had asked him to make the trip
with the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Archbishop Justin Welby has de-
scribed the famine in South Sudan as a
dire situation requiring urgent human-
itarian and prayerful response. The
United Nations reports that 275,000
children are severely malnourished
and more than 5 million people ur-
gently need food, agricultural, and nu-
tritional assistance.

One worshiper, who cited Pope
Benedict xVi’s concern about stressing
shared social actions over seeking the-
ological agreement, asked Francis if he
preferred working together on practi-
cal matters to holding theological dis-
cussions.

Both are important, Francis said:
“You have to search through dialogue,
through roots, through sacrament.
There are things we’re not in agree-
ment on, but you cannot do this in a
laboratory. You have to do this walking
together.”

The mood was informal. At the end
of the gathering, one parishioner gave
Francis a traditional Lenten cake, while
another woman presented him with a
basket of homemade marmalades and
chutneys.

Off the Grid
The Church Pension Fund has invested
$30 million into a fund that will pro-
vide loans for renewable energy in de-

veloping markets. Wespath Benefits
and investments, a general agency of
the United Methodist Church, also in-
vested $30 million into the $60.8 mil-
lion Developing World Markets’ Off-
Grid, Renewable and Climate Action
(ORCA) impact Note.

The ORCA impact Note will provide
renewable energy finance loans to so-
cial businesses in the developing world
and is composed of 11 underlying loans
made to inclusive financial institutions
and operating companies. These or-
ganizations support renewable energy
creation and services in nine countries
across three continents, including
Ecuador, Guatemala, india, Kaza-
khstan, Kenya, Mongolia, Nicaragua,
Rwanda, and Tanzania.

“The Church Pension Fund was
pleased to serve as an anchor investor,
which helped bring other investors to
the table to provide renewable energy
finance loans to social businesses in
the developing world,” said Roger
Sayler, managing director and chief in-
vestment officer of CPF. “This invest-
ment will impact the lives of people on
three different continents and is reflec-
tive of our commitment to doing good
while earning a competitive rate of re-
turn.”

This transaction follows two previ-
ous socially responsible investments
with Cheyne Capital’s Social Property
impact Fund and the Avanath Capital
Management’s Affordable Housing
Fund in 2016. CPF has socially re-

iStock/yangphoto
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sponsible investments in 23 countries,
bringing its current total commitment
to socially responsible investing to
nearly $1 billion.

in its socially responsible funds, CPF
targets investments in women- and
minority-owned firms; economically
targeted initiatives, including urban re-
development, affordable housing, sus-
tainable agriculture, and microfinance;
and environmental programs that in-
vest in sustainable forestry, clean tech-
nology, and green buildings.

North Carolina Elects
Massachusetts Priest
The Diocese of North Carolina has
elected the Rev. Samuel Rodman, spe-
cial projects officer in the Diocese of
Massachusetts, as its 12th bishop. He
led among lay delegates on the first
ballot and in both orders on the second
ballot. He won on the third ballot.

Rodman also has served as the Mas-
sachusetts diocese’s project manager
for campaign initiatives and rector of
St. Michael’s Church in Milton, Massa-
chusetts, for 16 years.

The other nominees included the
Rev. George Adamik, rector of St.
Paul’s Church in Cary, North Carolina;
the Rev. Charles T. Dupree, rector of
Trinity Church in Bloomington, indi-
ana; and the Rev. Canon Michael
Buerkel Hunn, canon to the presiding
bishop for ministry within the Episco-
pal Church.

Bishop Beckwith
of Newark to Retire
The Rt. Rev. Mark M. Beckwith,
Bishop of Newark, has announced his
plan to retire next year.

“Given that the search and call of a
bishop takes 18 months, the Presiding
Bishop’s office has set a date of Sep-
tember 22, 2018, for the consecration
of the 11th bishop of the diocese,
shortly after i turn 67,” Beckwith said
in a statement. “When i came to the
diocese as bishop, i had made a com-
mitment to my family and myself that
i would serve as Diocesan Bishop for

(Continued on next page)
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ten years. it will end up being nearly
twelve. i intend to be fully engaged as
Bishop until the time of my successor’s
consecration.”

Migration Office
to Close in Miami
Episcopal Migration Ministries will
close its satellite office in Miami at the
end of July.

The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson,
Director of Episcopal Migration Min-
istries, said the closing is due in large
part to changing policy regarding
Cuban immigrants.

“Episcopal Migration Ministries-
Miami began in 1980 in response to
the Department of State’s request for
assistance in processing Cubans arriv-
ing to the United States during the
Mariel boatlift,” Stevenson said.

Under the direction of Charlande
Michel, the Miami office was approved
by the federal government in 1987 to
participate in the refugee resettlement
program and has since resettled more
than 3,300 refugees from Bosnia,
Burma, Cuba, Colombia, Haiti, iraq,
Kosovo, Venezuela, and Vietnam.

The Miami office also has provided
immigration legal services in South
Florida. There are eight staff members
in the Miami office.

Office of Public Affairs

Kindred Spirits
Like other Episcopal seminaries in re-
cent decades, Episcopal Divinity
School has announced plans to affiliate
with a cross-denominational seminary.
EDS announced Feb. 24 that it will
pursue affiliation with Union Theolog-
ical Seminary in Manhattan.

Like EDS, Union emphasizes vari-
ous themes of liberation theology.
James H. Cone, author of A Black The-
ology of Liberation (1970) and The
Cross and the Lynching Tree (2011), has
taught at Union since 1969.

Graduates of Union include Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Marcus Borg, Malcolm
Boyd, Frederick Buechner, Beverly
Roberts Gaventa, the Rt. Rev. Susan E.
Goff, and Walter Wink.

The two seminaries will begin ne-
gotiations immediately in the hope
that their boards will vote on an agree-
ment when they meet in May, before
the final EDS commencement at its
Cambridge campus.

West Texans
Elect Suffragan
The Diocese of West Texas has elected
the first woman who would serve as a
bishop of the diocese. The diocese’s
113th annual council elected Jennifer
Brooke-Davidson on the sixth ballot
Feb. 25.

The other nominees were the Rev.
Chris Cadel, the Rev. Chris Cole, the
Rev. John Hill, the Rev. Lisa Mason,
the Rev. Jonathan Wickham, and the
Rev. Robert Woody.

Brooke-Davidson, 56, was ordained
a priest in 2009 after graduating from
Fuller Theological Seminary. She has
served as vicar of St. Elizabeth Church
since 2011. She served as assistant rec-
tor of St. Stephen’s Church in Wimber-
ley from 2009 to 2011.

Before ordination, Brooke-Davidson
practiced commercial financial law for
12 years. She is married to Carrick
Brooke-Davidson, and they have two
grown daughters, Emma and Kate.

Laura Shaver
Diocese of West Texas

D.R. Transition
The Rt. Rev. Julio C. Holguín, Bishop
of the Dominican Republic since 1991,
has announced that he plans to retire
on Nov. 1.

The diocese elected the Rt. Rev.
Moisés Quezada as its coadjutor
bishop in July 2015. His seating as
Bishop Holguín’s successor is sched-
uled for Epiphany Cathedral in Santo
Domingo on Nov. 4.

Kansas Seeks 
Assisting Bishop
The 14 trustees of the Diocese of
Kansas have announced a decision to
call an assisting bishop.

The trustees said in a statement that
they had intended to seek a part-time
provisional bishop. Their decision fol-
lowed Bishop Dean E. Wolfe’s resigna-
tion after he was called to serve as rec-
tor of St. Bart’s in New York.

The group then learned that there
are currently few retired bishops able
to serve in this capacity.

“We discussed this at length during
our meeting on Feb. 15, and we feel
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confident that the diocese will func-
tion well by instead engaging an assist-
ing bishop to perform liturgical func-
tions, notably confirmations and
ordinations, while the Council contin-
ues its oversight of diocesan matters in
its capacity as the interim Ecclesiastical
Authority,” the trustees wrote. “We also
noted that, should the need arise in the
coming months, the option of electing
a provisional bishop remains.”

Bishop Magness 
Heading to Virginia
The Rt. Rev. James Magness will join
the Diocese of Southern Virginia staff
in late March as a part-time assisting
bishop. Bishop Herman Hollerith an-
nounced the decision at the diocese’s
annual council.

Magness recently retired as the Suf-
fragan Bishop of the Armed Forces and
Federal Ministries. He served as in-
terim rector of Galilee, Virginia Beach,
and as a canon of the diocese. He was
also canon to the ordinary of the Dio-
cese of Kentucky.

Diocese of Southern Virginia

CPG Releases
2016 Report
Church Pension Group (CPG) has re-
leased the Episcopal Church Medical
Trust (Medical Trust) 2016 Denomi-
national Health Plan (DHP) Annual
Report.

“This past year we continued to pro-
vide a comprehensive healthcare bene-
fits program that not only meets our
clients’ unique needs, but also remains
affordable when compared with simi-
lar options in the broader market-
place,” said John Servais, CPG’s senior
vice president of benefits policy and
design. “We remain focused on cost
containment. The DHP helped us de-
liver a single-digit average rate increase
of 5.5 percent for the 2017 plan year,
which compared favorably to exchange
rate increases that averaged 24 per-
cent.”

Servais added: “There is a great deal
of uncertainty surrounding the ACA,
but we are actively monitoring the pol-
icy changes that have been proposed
by the new administration and Con-
gress. As a member of the Church Al- (Continued on page 15)

liance, we work with other denomina-
tions to monitor developments in
Washington, D.C., as they relate to
healthcare and other benefits offered
by church-related organizations. Our
goal is to ensure that the DHP will con-
tinue to meet the needs of our clients.”

Church Pension Group

immigration
and Threats
Bishop Sally Dyck of the Northern illi-
nois Conference of the United
Methodist Church, Bishop Jeffrey Lee
of the Diocese of Chicago, and Bishop
Wayne Miller of the Metropolitan
Chicago Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America have is-
sued a letter on the new federal immi-
gration enforcement guidelines issued
by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

“This is a difficult time in many of
our congregations,” they said. “Many
people who are now fearful that they
will be arrested and deported are par-
ents, children, leaders in our congre-
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gations, and valued members of our
communities.”

The bishops said they understood the
importance of securing borders. “But
scripture commands us to welcome the
strangers in our midst and to care for
widows and orphans. The Trump ad-
ministration’s new immigration priori-
ties go far beyond seeking the deporta-
tion of dangerous criminals; they call
for the arrest and deportation of mil-
lions of people whose only offense may
have been to enter the country without
documents or to get a driver’s license.”

increasing threats toward synagogues
also drew a statement from Bishop
Mariann Edgar Budde of the Diocese
of Washington and Bishop Shannon S.
Johnston of the Diocese of Virginia.

“We are grieved by the news that
two Jewish schools in our area had to
be evacuated [Feb. 27] due to bomb
threats,” they said. “The Gesher Jewish
Day School in Fairfax, Virginia, and
the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day
School in Rockville, Maryland, join a
list of 72 Jewish community centers in
30 states and Canada that have re-
ceived a total of 89 bomb threats since
the beginning of the year. We worry
that these attacks are not isolated inci-
dents, but represent an orchestrated ef-
fort to sow fear across our land.

“We urge all Christians to join us in
prayer and acts of solidarity with our
Jewish neighbors. As Christians, we re-
ject all acts of violence against those of
other faiths. As Americans, we believe
that a threat on any community of faith
is a threat against every community of
faith.”

Guildford Cathedral
imperiled by Debt
The future of the Cathedral Church of
the Holy Spirit hangs in the balance.
With a running deficit of £100,000, the
dean and chapter have pinned their
hopes on a plan to build 134 homes on
adjoining slopes, which they believe
would secure its future.

But the plan met with neighbors’
passionate opposition, and Guildford
Borough Council has overwhelmingly
voted to refuse planning permission.

“The truth is this: that the cathedral
faces the real possibility, in fact proba-
bility, of financial failure, of closing its
doors, if this planning permission is
not granted,” said the Rt. Rev. Andrew
Watson, Bishop of Guildford, before
the council’s vote.

“There is no plan B,” said the cathe-
dral’s dean, the Very Rev. Dianna
Gwilliams, after the council’s decision.
“We welcome more than 90,000 people
a year, and the running cost of the
building is immense.”

Guildford Cathedral is a modern ed-
ifice, completed in 1961. The Diocese of
Guildford, on the Surrey-London bor-
ders, was carved out of the Diocese of
Winchester during the interwar years.

Unlike most of England’s ancient
cathedrals, it has no historic endow-
ments and must raise its funds year by
year. it has been in a shortfall for sev-
eral years. Dean Gwilliams says there is
only enough operating cash for an-
other year.

Judge Richard Vary, a local resident,
disputed the notion that the property
development would save the cathedral.

“This application … does not make
the cathedral viable,” he said. “The
council’s head of financial services
found the enabling sum to be £17.2
million. This scheme provides the
cathedral with £2 million and an an-
nual income of a few hundred thou-
sand pounds. it falls well short.”

He added: “it’s accepted that this de-
velopment does not comply with plan-
ning guidelines: poorly laid out, lack-
ing green space, less than optimal
living environment, overlooking
neighbors, significantly exceeding the
local plan.”

Funds for the building were raised
by asking people to buy a brick. But
the building is not greatly loved, being
rated as England’s ugliest cathedral. Si-
mon Jenkins, a former editor of The
Times, bought a brick as a youngster.
He said the cathedral sits “lonely on its
hill outside the town” and its access
road has been “likened to the entrance
of a crematorium.”

There are city-center church build-

ings in Guildford with a location and
style capable of serving as a replacement.

Luwum Honors 
Draw Hundreds
Hundreds of Ugandans and more than
30 bishops, two of them from the
United Kingdom, prayed at the grave
of Archbishop Janani Luwum on Feb.
16, the 40th anniversary of his death.

Luwum was arrested at the behest of
Ugandan dictator idi Amin Dada, who
was angered by the archbishop’s con-
demnation of human-rights abuses
perpetrated by Amin’s regime. At the
time of Luwum’s death, radio reports
claimed Luwum died in a car accident,
along with cabinet ministers Erinayo
Wilson Oryema and Charles Oboth
Ofumbi. When his body was released
to his family, however, it was riddled
with bullets.

Mission scholars have chronicled
how the Amin regime inadvertently
furthered the cause of evangelization
in eastern Africa. Amin was a Muslim

news | March 26, 2017
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and no friend of the churches. His per-
secution meant that large numbers of
Ugandans who grew up with the legacy
of the East African Revival fled across
borders to Sudan (north) and Congo
(west).

Western missions had been present
in these areas for many years, but their
work bore little fruit. From the mid-
1970s there was rapid growth of the
church driven by Ugandan refugees
who energetically shared their faith
with their fellow Africans.

The young John Sentamu could of-
ten be found in the office of Arch-
bishop Luwum, peppering him with
questions about Christianity. Sentamu
became a high-court judge in Uganda,
but fled the country after he jailed a
member of Amin’s family and began
receiving death threats.

Sentamu, now Archbishop of York,
said later that it was the death of
Luwum that prompted him to offer
himself for ordination.

See Lambeth’s
Gardens for £5
The Archbishop of Canterbury will
open the garden of Lambeth Palace to
visitors. Until recently, members of the
public have only been able to visit the
11-acre garden on special occasions
during the year, or during guided tours.
This year it will be open once monthly
for anyone who wishes to visit.

The move is part of Archbishop
Justin Welby’s desire to make Lambeth
Palace, which has been home to Arch-
bishops of Canterbury for 800 years,
more accessible to the public.

From April 7 until Sept. 1, the gar-
den will be open from noon to 3 p.m.
on the first Friday of the month, with
no need to book in advance. An en-
trance fee of £5 will support a chosen
charity each month. Tea, coffee, and
soft drinks will be available for pur-
chase, together with plants from the
garden, Lambeth Palace honey, and
souvenirs.
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Part-time Hours, 
Full-hearted Ministry
Laity step up to the challenge of meeting needs with a part-time cleric.

By G. Jeffrey MacDonald

St. Columba’s Church in Kent, a
suburb of Seattle, bears myriad
marks of a vital congregation.

New ministries shelter homeless men
inside and feed the hungry from new
vegetable gardens outside. At 79, aver-
age Sunday attendance (ASA) is up 44
percent since 2014.

The only thing missing at St.
Columba’s, according to a few older
members, is a full-time priest. To hold
down costs, the church shifted in 2014
to a part-time model when it called the

Rev. Canon Alissabeth Newton, the
Diocese of Olympia’s canon for con-
gregational development, to serve as
vicar of the parish 30 hours a week.

But the part-time pastorate is turn-
ing out to be a blessing, and not just for
St. Columba’s bottom line. The priest’s
limited hours mean more responsibil-
ities fall to the laity, who are motivated
to discover how much they can do.

“The congregation has been revital-
ized,” said Bob Ewing, a founding
member of St. Columba’s in 1959. it
struggled under a prior full-time priest
who “wanted to run the show and

stepped on a lot of toes,” Ewing said.
But a part-timer’s focus on empower-
ing laity is bearing fruit.

As a church experiencing life after
full-time clergy, St. Columba’s has
plenty of company. From 2010 to 2015,
the percentage of American congrega-
tions led by a part-time cleric jumped
from 29 to 38, according to a Faith
Communities Today (FACT) survey
from the Hartford institute for Reli-
gion Research. As far back as 2012, 38
percent of mainline Protestant congre-
gations had no paid full-time clergy

Children gathered for the first half of the service at St. Columba’s Church, Kent, Washington. Daniel Hershman photo/Courtesy of St. Columba’s Church

(Continued on next page)
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according to the latest National Con-
gregations Survey from Duke Divinity
School. That number is likely higher
today, researchers say.

Shifting to part-time clergy helps
congregations slash budgets when
their ranks thin out and revenues drop.
But denominational officials often
urge the faithful to cut elsewhere be-
fore reducing the pastoral footprint.
Because so much programming, visi-
tation, and worship have been clergy-
dependent, they fear a smaller pas-
torate will equate to less ministry and a
hastened decline.

“Those congregations that are
choosing part-time ministry are
choosing a slow and steady decline to-
wards death,” said the Rev. Sara An-
derson, associate to the bishop for the
New England Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. She said
vital congregations need a pastor who
leads outreach and community en-
gagement, but a part-time pastor does
not have time for those duties.

“For a part-time pastor, really about
the only thing they can do is lead Sun-
day morning worship and visit the
sick,” Anderson said.

But congregations are challenging
that assumption along with notions
that they will not be attractive, will not
have much to offer, or will not be a
“real church” if they go part time. As
more congregations make the move,
some are finding it does not have to
mean decline. it can lead instead to
new focus and strategic redeployment
of assets, including clergy and volun-
teer time.

in the United Methodist Church, 20
percent of the church’s 32,000 congre-
gations have part-time clergy, but
nearly all the ones that close (95 per-
cent in 2014) are led by full-time pas-
tors. Those with part-time pastors ap-
pear to be relatively resilient with
reduced overhead, a lean staffing
model, and expanded responsibilities
for laity.

Some that have shifted to part-time

clergy are doing more than survive.
They are vital as measured by in-
creased mission outreach, growing
worship attendance, or increased
member engagement:

• Since St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Lakewood, Washington, switched to
part-time clergy five years ago, ASA
has jumped 100 percent, from 25 to 50.
The church has boosted mission giving
from zero to seven percent and has in-
creased the pastorate from less than
half time to 60-percent time.

• Tuttle Road United Methodist
Church in Cumberland, Maine, has
seen ASA double from 30 to 60 since it
made the part-time switch two years
ago. New members have come to know
the Rev. Linda Brewster through many
outreach activities, which she has time
to do in part because a layperson leads
worship and preaches once a month.

• in Carlsbad, New Mexico, First
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
has seen attendance jump from 35 to
45 in the past year. During that time,
the church sold its building and now
worships in a synagogue. Formerly in-
active members have joined a new
worship committee, which has re-
vamped sermon time to be interactive,
with congregants responding to ques-
tions from Pastor David Roberts.

Not all congregations find vitality in
the part-time model; some continue to
decline. But consultants say it is crucial
for churches to learn from successful
examples if mainline Protestantism is
going to save thousands of its congre-
gations that can no longer afford full-
time paid ministry.

Nowhere is the trend toward part
time more visible than in the Episcopal
Church, in which 48 percent of con-
gregations have no paid full-time
priest. That number is up from 43 per-
cent in 2012, according to the church’s
national statistics, and 10 points higher
than that the average among mainline
Protestant denominations.

in some dioceses, full-time paid
clergy have become a rarity. in the

Diocese of Nevada, only 13 percent of
churches have full-time clergy. in
Northern Michigan, none of the 24
congregations has a full-time priest.
Urban dioceses see the trend less
starkly than rural ones, but it is still
significant. in Pittsburgh, where full-
time used to be the norm, only 22 per-
cent of congregations now have full-
time clergy.

Shrinking budgets are driving the
trend. A church typically cannot afford
a full-time pastor unless it has at least
130 worshipers on an average week-
end, according to Rick Morse, vice
president of Hope Partnership for Mis-
sional Transformation, a consultancy
for mainline congregations. But 80
percent of congregations now have at-
tendance below that threshold, which
means most will need to consider part
time at a turning point if they have not
already. Meanwhile, the median
budget for U.S. congregations fell from
$150,000 to $125,000 from 2010 to
2015, according to FACT.

But congregations are finding the
shift can be galvanizing. Laity are lay-
ing claim to ministries they have long
been authorized to do but had always
delegated, whether from custom or
mere accretion of duties, to a full-time

Nowhere is the
trend toward part
time more visible
than in the
Episcopal Church,
in which 48 percent
of congregations
have no paid full-
time priest. 

Part-time Hours, Full-hearted Ministry
(Continued from previous page)
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priest, until they no longer had one.
Some congregations extend this

thinking to sacraments. At St. Luke’s
Church in Fair Haven, Vermont, where
the congregation is too small to afford
even a part-time priest and has called a
volunteer priest-in-training, members
do not wait for a visiting cleric to
anoint the sick. They anoint the sick
themselves, using holy oil consecrated
by their bishop.

At St. Timothy’s in Henderson, Ne-
vada, members do not expect their
part-time priest-in-charge, the Rev.
Carol Walton, to preside at weekday
eucharistic services. instead they re-
ceive every Tuesday and Friday
through the rite of Eucharist Under
Special Circumstances, over which lay-
woman Muriel Dufendach presides.

“Laypeople can do an awful lot of
stuff in the church that priests have
gradually taken over,” Dufendach said.

When Walton is able to attend on a
weekday, she sits in the pews and re-
ceives with everyone else. As long as
laypeople want to keep presiding, she
said, she’s happy to let them.

“i’m not going to take over some-
thing that a layperson has been doing
because i think that’s part of vitality:
having ministry that people want to
do,” Walton said.

Lay members of St. Timothy’s do
plenty of ministries that are more typ-
ical of laity, such as preparing sack
lunches on a Saturday morning for the
city’s homeless, but they do not stop
there. Some have also presided at me-
morial services, where they follow the
prescribed rite in the Book of Com-
mon Prayer. Walton sometimes han-
dles funeral duties herself, but she is
glad to let laypeople share that min-
istry as well.

At St. Columba’s in Kent, Newton
finds the congregation does not expect
her to be a hands-on manager of every
ministry. The gardens, for instance,
have grown to the point that they now
yield wheat for Communion bread,
flowers for the altar, and 300 pounds of
food for the church’s food pantry, all
without any direct oversight from
Newton.

“We want practitioners, not con-
sumers,” Newton said. “We want peo-
ple at St. Columba’s to learn how to be
practitioners of Christian faith. That’s a
hands-on activity. it involves writing
things, doing things, planting things,
talking to people. That’s really different
from the megachurch, consumer-of-
faith model where you go and con-
sume whatever is prepared for you and
go home. it’s hard to learn how to be a

practitioner among 2,000 people.”
The key to making a part-time

arrangement work at St. Columba’s,
said Newton and her mission’s mem-
bers, is lifting up laypersons’ talents
and passions without fear of infringing
on the priest’s domain. As a part-timer,
Newton has been eager to share re-
sponsibilities that do not involve
specifically priestly duties of “absolve,
bless, and consecrate.” And the mis-
sion’s members, who are now accus-
tomed to helping one another in times
of loss, have welcomed the challenge.

For James Wyatt, a former Methodist
pastor who attends St. Columba’s, be-
ing in a part-time priest’s congregation
has meant he contributes on a big
scale. He preaches when Newton needs
a break, for example. He also enjoys
leading a ministry to homeless men
who take shelter at St. Columba’s for
two months a year.

Micah Kurtz, who used to attend a
Bellevue megachurch and belongs to
St. Columba’s, was struck by how dem-
ocratic the opportunities are in a
church with a part-time priest.

“What i found was an openness to
let people own things and say, Hey, why
don’t we try this? It might meet your
skills maybe. Give it a shot,” Kurtz said.
“Making space for people to jump in
and do things has really been remark-
able.”

This report is the first of three made pos-
sible in part by funding from the BTS
Center, mission successor to Bangor
Theological Seminary. Based in Maine,
BTS (thebtscenter.org) focuses on 21st-
century communities of faith and prac-
tice. The conclusions reported here are
those of the reporter and the people he
interviewed.

Muriel Dufendach distributes communion at
St. Timothy’s, Henderson, Nevada. She pre-
sides at weekday eucharistic services each
Tuesday and Friday through the Rite of
Eucharist Under Special Circumstances.

Photo courtesy of St. Timothy’s Church
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What difference does it make to today’s notion of for-
giveness?

The biblical bases for this petition of the Lord’s Prayer,
Luke 11:4 and Matthew 6:12 and 6:14, were written in part
with reference to the biblical seventh-year laws (shmitah).
They require that after every six-year period, financial debts
be relieved and the land lie fallow (Deut. 15:1-3). Complete
debt relief had the unintended effect of drying up loans to
the poor, so a workaround was developed to ensure that
such loans continued. As this was second best to complete
debt forgiveness, the rabbis of Jesus’ era set strict, poor-
friendly conditions on lending and interest rates, and the
shmitah laws of debt relief remained an important moral
principle. We see it reflected in Luke 11:4 and Matthew
6:12, in which what we forgive is derived from the Greek
aphiemi, to release or remit a debt, with both monetary and
non-monetary connotations.

By contrast, Matthew 6:14 uses the word paraptoma, to
“trespass” or “sin.” André Trocmé, the French pastor who
with his wife, Magda, saved thousands of Jews from Nazi de-
portation, explains that paraptomawas written into Matthew
6:14 to ensure that other sorts of debt were added to the fi-
nancial meaning already clear in Matthew 6:12. “The mate-
rial connotation of the word ‘debts’ in the Lord’s Prayer,”
Trocmé wrote, “was so obvious that Jesus thought it fitting to
add a commentary to the prayer, to explain that the words
concerning the debts also applied to ‘trespasses’ in general.”

Trocmé’s reading of two sorts of forgiving — monetary
and non-monetary — follows Church fathers. Tertul-

lian, for instance, explained his understanding of forgive-
ness through the parable of the wicked servant, who re-

fuses to forgive a financial debt even when his own is for-
given (Matt. 18: 21-25). “For the fact that the same servant,
set free by his Lord, does not likewise spare his debtoi [does
not forgive his debtor],” Tertullian writes, “fits in with this,
that we profess that we also forgive our debtors.” Linking
what we forgive to the wicked-servant parable, Tertullian
brings financial debt into what we are to forgive, using
debtoi or monetary debtor.

Church historian Christoph Markschies sums up, saying
that through antiquity, the debts we are to forgive were un-
derstood as both monetary and non-monetary:

Origen in his commentary on the Our Father (in De Oratione
28) is using both dimensions of the Greek term by citing
Luke’s version and Romans 13:7-8. (Give to everyone what
you owe them: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.) And,
as often, he is convinced that these two meanings (monetary
and non-monetary debt) are not present by chance but as a
sign of the multifold dimensions of sense in Holy Scripture.

The Latin debitum/debiti, meaning both financial and
non-financial owing, continued through the medieval pe-
riod, preserving both sorts of forgiving into early modernity
and translation of the Bible into local languages. Luther ren-
dered Luke 11:4 as “Forgive us our sins (Sünden) as we for-
give all who are indebted (schulden) to us.” Schulden means
to “owe” monetarily as well as non-monetarily, continuing
the dual senses of forgiveness. Following this, the German
Lord’s Prayer uses the noun Schuld, which, until the mid-
20th century, carried both financial and moral connotations.

All early English translations of the Bible except two (the

Forgive Us Our
Trespasses?

By Marcia Pally

“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” What is it that we’re
forgiving? As our various English translations have it, do we mean sins, trespasses, or

debts? Debt covers both financial and non-financial owing, as in “mortgage debt” and “debt of grat-
itude.” Trespass points to property violations. Sin connotes violation of sacred commandments.



March 26, 2017 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   21

Matthew and Tyndale Bibles) preserved the double meaning
of debt, using both debt/indebted (with financial overtones)
and sin/trespass.

The exception to this tradition is the English Lord’s
Prayer, which has only trespasses. The connotation of

forgiving financial debt recedes. Why should this have hap-
pened after 1,500 years?

One possibility is events in early modern England, pri-
marily the enclosure and privatization of formerly open
farmland. This left the aristocracy richer and commoners
with nowhere to grow food. Prosecutions against common-
ers for trespassing on newly enclosed land (often to poach
game to eat) were a frequent activity by the wealthy and a
tragedy for the lower classes, many of whom were sent to
prison or the gallows. in short, the aristocracy’s sin du jour
was refusal to forgive real trespassing. With this in the cul-
tural atmosphere, it is not surprising that trespasses came to
the fore in the Lord’s Prayer as what we (should) forgive.

The early Reformed churches, associated with the trading
and poorer classes, did not switch to trespasses but retained
the financial overtones of debt. Economically, those in the
trades needed something like shmitah: a structured bank-
ruptcy and debt forgiveness so that, after an unprofitable
venture, they could return to the economy rather than land
in debtor’s prison. Calvin, a French immigrant to Geneva
and deeply concerned about the poverty of his compatriots
there, lambasted the rich for their strict, impoverishing debt
collection. He refused Communion to those charged with
usury. in this economic situation, forgiveness of financial
debt remained a pressing need and it remained in the Re-
formed Lord’s Prayer.

Dale irvin, president of New York Theological Seminary,
notes that “Payment of debts is very much on the minds of the
early Reformed thinkers in Geneva, which greatly influenced
[John] Knox. By the time the Lord’s Prayer was being printed
in Scottish Presbyterian prayer books, it is always ‘debts.’”

And it remained debts among the Presbyterians and
Congregationalists who came to America. They had been
key actors in the effort to break the nobility’s stranglehold
on the economy and give commoners a leg up. They too
needed financial debt forgiveness and saw it as something
merciful that people do. in the 1630 Modell of Christian
Charity, John Winthrop preaches monetary debt forgive-
ness: “if his [the borrower’s] means of repaying thee be
only probable or possible, then is he an object of thy mercy,
thou must lend him, though there be danger of losing it,
Deut. 15. 7.” Winthrop then links forgiveness, financial re-
prieve, and the shmitah: “Whether thou didst lend by way
of commerce or in mercy, if he hath nothing to pay thee,
must forgive … Deut. 15. 2. Every seventh year the Credi-
tor was to quit that which he lent to his brother if he were
poor as he appears.”

irvin sums up: “My own conclusion is that those move-
ments that had stronger support from merchant classes used

‘debts.’ The church that was under bishops, who were mostly
aligned with the royalists and associated historically with
landed aristocracy, went for ‘trespasses.’ There seems to me
to be important if subtle socio-economic forces at work.”

Forgiveness of financial debt has been part of the prayer’s
long history, not surprisingly, given Jesus’ many teachings

to give both spiritual and material aid to the needy. What im-
plications might this have for present law and policy?

One might look, for instance, at home foreclosure, which
after the 2008 financial crisis had devastating effects on
families and the economy. By 2013, the number of U.S. fore-
closures had reached five million, worse proportionately
than during the 1930s Depression. To avoid this sort of so-
cietal tragedy, alternative procedures were implemented by
israel in 2008, requiring that banks find alternate housing
for families before they could evict. As banks do not want to
spend time finding court-approved housing for each de-
faulting family, the incentive shifted from eviction to devel-
oping reasonable payment plans that keep families at home.
Foreclosures dropped, along with the damage to families
and society. Despite the concerns of critics, israeli banks re-
mained solidly profitable.

Another idea could be the development of regional banks
dedicated to local residents and businesses, and working
with them on investment, budgeting, and best practices
through business development, not just when bankruptcy
looms. in this way, borrowing could be adjusted before it be-
comes unmanageable debt, a pre-emptive forgiveness far
more productive than letting businesses fail. A parallel pre-
emptive policy is that, upon closure of larger firms, busi-
nesses — in cooperation with regional and national govern-
ment — could fund retraining and regional redevelopment
in new industries, thus preventing unemployment and debt
accumulation among an unemployed workforce.

Still another proposal is to restructure debt throughout
the economy. The current system of public bailouts for trou-
bled private firms (as we saw in 2009) shifts taxpayer dollars
from education, infrastructure, and so on to private banks
that failed owing to their own imprudence. Bail-ins, by con-
trast, mandate that large investors in banks and brokerage
houses not only reap profits in good times but share risk of
loss. Should a bank falter, large investors would bail-in with
funds to stabilize it and set it on a productive course.

if these are not the best ideas, others will be better. We will
find them if we work from premises of debt forgiveness, for
which the Lord’s Prayer remains one of our foundational
guides. Upon closer examination, “forgive us our trespasses”
means more than our language implies.

Marcia Pally teaches at New York University and Fordham
University, and is a guest professor in the theology department
at Humboldt University in Berlin. She is author of Com-
monwealth and Covenant: Economics, Politics, and The-
ologies of Relationality (Eerdmans, 2016).



22 THe LIVInG CHURCH • March 26, 2017

Reconnecting
to Church 

The parish church is the unique site where the biggest idea
of all — a universe created by love — is put together with

the most mundane of human events.

By Joseph Britton

iStock photos
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in her memoir Leaving Church (HarperCollins, 2006), the noted
preacher Barbara Brown Taylor chronicles her unexpected vo-
cational transition from parish priest to college professor. She
offers by way of explanation that somewhere along the way she
had come to realize that “feeding people was no longer feeding

me.” Yet her move from church to academy was not entirely discon-
tinuous: in the end, she affirms that on her checklist of things to hold
onto, even in her new collegiate circumstances, was faith itself.

Tracing a trajectory in the opposite direction, from seminary dean
to parish priest, i have had a rather contrary experience, one of re-
connecting with rather than becoming distanced from the local con-
gregation. Perhaps in my case this contrasting experience is best ex-
plained by W.H. Vanstone’s classic, Love’s Endeavour, Love’s Expense:
The Response of Being to the Love of God (Darton, Longman, and
Todd, 1977), a little book i fortuitously came across just as my tran-
sition back to the parish began. As so often seems the case, it was
providentially the right book at the right time.

Vanstone, who died in 1999, was a brilliant priest and theolo-
gian in post-war England. Yet he passed by many offers to
teach at the nation’s leading universities to devote himself un-

reservedly to the life of parish ministry in a Lancashire housing estate
(suburb). “Many of my best friends,” he once wryly remarked, “ac-
cepted jobs that i turned down” (see Robert L. Glover, “Man, Mean-
ing, Mystery: The Quest for the Historical Vanstone,” Theology in
Scotland. Online at bit.ly/2gHZNmg). He nevertheless continued to
take seriously the need for real theological depth, even in the im-
probable context of a spiritually lifeless setting where there were no
obvious hungers of the soul. Thinking of the manner in which the
Church often tries to become relevant in such circumstances, he once
derisively remarked, “The church is like a swimming pool: all the
noise comes from the shallow end.”

Setting himself the task of remaining deeply grounded both spiri-
tually and intellectually, he infused his work with daily prayer and reg-
ular pastoral attention to his parishioners, producing at the same
time a steady flow of carefully crafted sermons, addresses, and re-
flections that became the backbone of his ministry. This work culmi-
nated toward the end of his life in Love’s Endeavour, Love’s Expense,
which H.A. Williams, CR, described as “the product of personal ex-
perience of a most costly and rewarding kind.”

Vanstone’s book takes as its starting point his painful realization in
the midst of his rather banal parochial situation that, in much of
what constitutes ordinary parish life, it “seemed more and more in-
congruous to relate, in any way, such trifling achievement to the glory
of God.” His work therefore became for him a “formality,” his life a
kind of depressing “charade.” What parish priest has not at some
point faced the same deflation of the idealistic hopes that were the ori-
gin of a sense of call into ordained ministry in the first place?

Yet Vanstone relates that one day, in a completely unanticipated rev-
elatory moment that happened while he was merely crossing a street

(Continued on next page)
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Reconnecting to Church

within the housing estate, he suddenly became aware of
the absolute, irreducible necessity of the Church’s pres-
ence in that very place. His book is an attempt to artic-
ulate theologically what he so powerfully discovered ex-
istentially in that moment.

His conclusion, as suggested by the book’s subtitle, is
that the Church is the unique place where the creative
love of God is both concretely recognized and where a
self-conscious response is made to that love. The re-
sponse is made in everything the community of the
Church does — those practices of faith that range from
the most sublime sacred music to the most practical
ministries of relief for the poor. “Here, at this level of
concrete actuality is the response of recognition to the
love of God: here is the work of art, the offering of love,
which is the Church.” The result is that the tragic sense
of defeat and disillusionment we human beings so often
feel is transformed through the Church’s life by the dis-
covery that love (and only love) ends in triumph as it is
“expended in self-giving, being wholly expended, with-
out residue or restraint.” Vanstone argues that while the
ecclesiastical forms of the Church may participate in
this response, the true Church is not limited to these
forms, but embraces any human act of recognition and
response to the divine love that knows it to be that life
force upon which the whole universe depends.

Vanstone’s perspective leads to the conclusion that
the parish church is the unique site where the biggest
idea of all — a universe created by love — is put together
with the most mundane of human events, in a recipro-
cal exchange of love between God and humanity that in-
terprets and gives meaning to the whole. As Vanstone
summarizes: “The Church is what man is and does when
he recognizes what is happening in the being of the uni-
verse.” Try that out for a parish mission statement.

is it possible to embody such an elevated vision of the
Church in the quotidian realities of its life? There are
several directions in which that question might take

us. Although the Episcopal Church within the global
Anglican Communion may formally exist as both a na-
tional and even international institutional entity, its real
life is always emphatically and inescapably congrega-
tional. One can imagine the Church functioning without
dioceses and bishops (much of it does), but were there
no distinct worshiping congregations where people
share the sorrows of their life and celebrate its joys as
they respond to God’s love, the Church could not sur-
vive or give expression to the content of the gospel. As a
corollary to the centrality of the congregation, one may

assert that a sane, thoughtful, sacrificial, imaginative,
and faithful parish priest is the greatest ministry asset
the Church has, a fact that Vanstone visibly embodied.

One implication of this vigorous assertion of the con-
gregational identity of the Church is the critical impor-
tance of the local context. For instance, in the state of
New Mexico where i now serve, one has to be cognizant
of the reality that it is the poorest of all 50 states. To give
but one illustration of how that local reality impinges on
ministry: our outreach team approached two public el-
ementary schools, asking how we could be of service.
Expecting that we would be asked for such resources as
new computers or library books, we were asked instead
to offer basic clothing (socks and underwear) so that the
children could come to school.

Ministry in New Mexico also means that to be cul-
turally relevant pastoral leadership has to seek out and
embrace the complexity of a minority-majority state in
which Hispanic, Native, and Anglo peoples interact in
close proximity with one another. The local context can-
not merely be taken as a backdrop against which the typ-
ical patterns of denominational life are played out. To
move beyond those self-limiting preoccupations re-
quires of Church leaders both a genuine curiosity and
modesty and an embrace of the freedom that Vanstone
regarded as essential to the Church being an “enclave of
recognition” of God’s love. “Nothing belongs to the
Church simply by virtue of its form,” he wrote. “En-
forced conformity adds nothing to the being of the
Church.” in short, like Vanstone’s commitment to the
Lancashire of his origins, a pastor has to have the free-
dom and passion to respond to the specificity of the
Church’s local mission: in ministerial terms, one size
does not fit all.

i have especially felt the impinging force of the local
context in the challenge of preaching in response to re-
peated recent national crises: the mass shooting at the
Pulse nightclub in Orlando, for instance, or the high
anxiety and cynicism generated by the 2016 national
election. in a congregation like the one i serve that iden-
tifies itself as “a progressive community of faith,” the
people look to the sermon both for help in understand-
ing what has happened from a Christian perspective
and to be given a way to address the spiritual and justice
issues that emerge. Preaching therefore cannot be inci-
dental, but has to be at the very heart of the pastoral re-
lationship and responsibility, laying out the common
ground that becomes the setting for the congregation’s
corporate response.

Living in a border state, our parish community is be-
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coming increasingly aware of the complexity of the im-
migrant and refugee experience, especially since so
many people feel directly threatened. in such a moment,
preaching can identify and name the human cost of the
real situation, and then hold it side by side with Scrip-
tures such as Jesus’ parables that demand our engage-
ment. i wrote some years ago about the commonly held

view that it may be sufficient for pastors simply to show
up when necessary. Because, however, the Christ whom
we represent comes to us as God’s question to all of hu-
manity, probing the limitedness of what we believe in
our heart and minds, pastoral leadership requires some-
thing more. it means having something to say. Having
made the return to the parish, i see this more clearly
now than ever.

ialso see the absolute necessity of remaining
grounded in prayer. Vanstone based his ministry in
a tripartite dedication to meditation, sacramental

life, and pastoral care — disciplines that, as Sarah Coak-
ley observes, call forth a “painfully purgative faithful-
ness” and yield a “hidden efficacy” (see “Deepening
Practices: Perspectives from Ascetical and Mystical The-
ology,” in Practicing Theology [2002], p. 83). Much of a
pastor’s true work is hidden in the cultivation of a suffi-
cient depth of interior life to support both the demands
of the public exposition of faith and to provide personal
reassurance for inevitable private disappointments and
discouragements. Vanstone understood that at its heart,
ordained ministry is a form of sacrifice: it is less about
what one receives from it, and more about what one
gives to it. in that regard, he is a bit of an outlier, at least
in the well-boundaried terms in which one hears or-
dained ministry discussed now. (Such a sense of sacrifice
is why we now have very few of Vanstone’s meticulously
crafted sermons: having preached them, he immediately
destroyed the texts, since in his estimation a sermon
should never be repeated. Each one must be a fresh sac-
rifice of study, prayer, and creative effort.)

For the sustaining importance of prayer, i am blessed

to be in a parish that has a small cadre of people who
gather daily to sing Morning Prayer. its regular pre-
dictability is the most sustaining thing that happens each
day. On the morning of the recent election, we consci-
entiously prayed for the nation and for all those stand-
ing for office, knowing that the following day — what-
ever the outcome — we would be back, at prayer once
again. Amid the vicissitudes of human life, the sense of
God’s changelessness that emerges from such daily rep-
etition of the psalms, lessons, and prayers becomes the
source of that long arc of confidence and determination
that pastoral ministry ultimately requires.

As i look on my first months back in a parish, i am es-
pecially grateful that the transition involved a call to a
place that is a bit off the beaten track of the established
Episcopal circuit. Thanks to the imaginative leadership
of my predecessor, the congregation is one that wears its
Episcopal identity rather lightly, and so has a history of
being willing to push liturgical and spiritual boundaries
in new directions, especially in terms of full inclusion.
Rowan Williams once observed that reform in the
Church always comes from the fringe rather than the
center, and perhaps that is why i find the fringe the most
interesting place to be. This conviction has only been re-
inforced by serving in the era of Pope Francis, who fo-
cuses on the Church at the edge, where God’s mercy and
compassion are most needed and visible.

W.H. Vanstone also occupied a fringe position, choos-
ing to serve in the commonplace housing estates of Lan-
cashire rather than in the prestigious Oxbridge colleges
that were eager for his presence. There he struggled with
the question of what importance the Church has, when
it can seem to make so little difference in the ordinary
lives of people in the community. The conclusion he
reached, after years of spiritual and intellectual struggle,
was that it only has meaning when it is understood as a
work of love. Sensing the tragic implications of this un-
derstanding, he came to know intimately the sacrificial
nature of ministry, the expending of oneself in the serv-
ice of love, just as Jesus expended himself on the cross.
As such, pastoral ministry becomes an end unto itself:
“There is,” he observed, “no promotion from the
parochial ministry.” Yet as he learned through his expe-
rience, only through such aching, spent arms of love is
the Church — and the world — sustained and finally
brought toward love’s final triumph, namely, our re-
sponsive recognition of God’s love, as love.

The Rev. Joseph Britton is rector of St. Michael & All An-
gels Church in Albuquerque.

At its heart, ordained ministry is
a form of sacrifice: it is less about
what one receives from it, and
more about what one gives to it.
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By Derek Olsen

ido not know why my cats seem attracted by prayer, but
they are. Perhaps it’s because my lap will remain in a
fixed position for 20 minutes. Maybe it’s because they

like my fuzzy robe. Maybe there really is an air, an attitude,
a spirit of peace and serenity that gathers around those
who pray: that feeling you have when you step inside an
ancient sanctuary and instantly recognize an odor of holi-
ness, a space sanctified by decades of prayer, the hopes and
dreams and anguished breaths clinging to its walls like lin-
gering incense smoke.

i do not know.
But what i do know is that, settling onto the couch for

Morning Prayer, coffee cup in one hand, tablet in the other,
i inevitably find one or both fuzzy lumps snuggled next to
me, purring in my ear from the couch’s back, or plopped in
my lap.

As a layman in the Episcopal Church, this is my primary
point of contact with the Book of Common Prayer and the
spirituality that flows from it. Liturgical scholars, who are
almost inevitably priests, focus on the sacraments, argue
about Baptism and Eucharist, and mess with and shake up
the words of Sunday services in the belief that tweaks here
or there (or full-on overhauls) will save the church.

Clamor about revising the prayer book inevitably starts
here: fix Sunday morning, fix the Church.

i do not see it that way. Yes, i think our church has some
problems. Declining attendance, dwindling endowments,
diffusion of purpose; these are all things that we should be
concerned about. And a big part of the solution to our

problems may well be tied up in the prayer book, but i do
not think it’s so much a matter of “fixing” as of “finding.”

i think we need to find our prayer books and then use
them — a lot.

The focus of my research and writing as a biblical
scholar is ascetical theology. i am not as interested in

what we say we think, that is, in what Christians could or
should think. i am more interested in what we do. if we as
Episcopalians say that the Scriptures, the creeds, and the
Book of Common Prayer are important to us, what are the
daily practices that make this happen? What are the habits
with which the Church clothes itself in the mind of Christ?

The 1979 prayer book, like all its predecessors, is inten-
tionally structured with an implicit rule of life. When
Archbishop Cranmer and friends compiled and translated
the Book of Common Prayer, they were adapting a coher-
ent system of Christian practices that stretched back as far
as the second century. The three central components in
this system are the Calendar, the pattern of daily prayers
regularized as the Daily Office, and the Eucharist. These
three elements form the bedrock of our liturgical spiritual-
ity as they seek to draw us into the habitual recollection of
God.

The 1979 Book of Common Prayer is too often under-
stood as the source for Sunday morning services. it is so
much more than that. it has so much more to offer the
Church than that. Through the mechanisms of the Calen-
dar, the Office, and the Eucharist, it offers a way for trans-
forming the way that Episcopalians pray, think, and act in
the world, grounding us in scriptural, creedal patterns of

A teaching series on prayer book revision

Finding, Not Fixing
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engaging our day-to-day being and the people around us.
But this will not happen if the books simply occupy pew
racks and wait for us to come to them a few times a month.

i do not think we need prayer book revision in the
church at this time. i think we need prayer book recovery.
i think we need to live the patterns that are there, make
them well and widely known, and then get a sense of where
we are. in the last few years, i have begun seeing hopeful
signs. There has been a resurgence among the laity in pray-
ing the Office. To my mind, that’s the most critical part of
the process: when “non-professional Christians” make
Scripture and prayer a regular part of our experience. And
yet we are not nearly where we need to be.

So much of the promise of the 1979 Book of Common
Prayer has not been grasped. The Offices were simpli-

fied, yes. But they have not been taught or encouraged as
regularly as they should. Among other items, two impor-
tant things, new to American prayer books, appeared: a
sanctoral Calendar and a Baptismal Covenant. But the inti-
mate relationship between the two has not been broadly
understood. The travails of the Calendar going from Lesser
Feasts & Fasts to Holy Women, Holy Men to A Great Cloud
of Witnesses and back to Lesser Feasts & Fasts (which
remains the official sanctoral Calendar of the Episcopal
Church) make abundantly clear that the church is still at
sea on this issue. The majority of the church still fails to
grasp Christian sanctity as the expression of a lifelong
sacramental path of discipleship grounded in baptism.

Are there some changes i would make to our current
Book of Common Prayer if i had the authority to do so?
Yes, perhaps. is the church in peril if the book is not
changed? No, it is not. But the church is in peril when we
are not praying. At its heart, the purpose of a liturgical sys-
tem, a liturgical structure, like that of the prayer book is
not to shape it to our way of thinking, but to allow it to
shape us into its patterns, its rhythms, its witness to the
gospel embodied in sacramental actions and daily events.

The theological and scriptural center of the prayer
book’s Daily Office is the repetition of the Psalms and key
canticles. The poetic praise of the Psalms gives us an emo-
tional grammar for talking to God: words and forms for
offering praise and rejoicing, but also words of confusion,
of pain, of anger. No other liturgical resource offers us such
profound models for the praise of God, the giver of all

good gifts, but also for railing at God and pouring out our
doubts and frustrations as the Psalms.

For me and for millions of Christians through time who
have prayed the Daily Office, our vision of Christian social
action is renewed every evening when we pray the Song of
Mary (“He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and
hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hun-
gry with good things, and the rich he hath sent away
empty”). Our understanding of Christian mission and evan-
gelism is reinforced by every morning’s Song of Zechariah
(“To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow
of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace”).

When my cats and i settle onto the couch each morn-
ing, we may be the only three in the room but

nonetheless we are joining the whole Church in prayer.
When we share a common pattern of praise, when we open
ourselves to be formed and conformed to the ancient
words and ways of Scripture, we join the great unceasing
chorus that rises hour by hour before the throne of God
and the Lamb. i know that my wife will join it when she
prays the Office at the parish where she is rector; my girls
will join it as we pray the brief hours together. We plug our-
selves into the praises of God that feed, nurture, and form
the body of Christ.

These are the daily actions that will renew the Church.
Rather than looking for the next Sunday-morning nov-

elty to save us, i see a renewal of the Church bound up with
a recovery and recommitment to the patterns we already
possess. if we cannot inhabit what we already have, how
will altering it have any meaningful or measurable effect?

My hope for the church is that we, as a people of prayer,
a spiritual temple built of living stones, may become suf-
fused with the odor of holiness. Not of sanctimoniousness,
not of self-righteousness, but with the spirit of a people
who are both honest and earnest in prayer: who daily offer
our joys, our doubts, our disappointments, and our
delights as we have been shaped and led by the honest
psalms and prayers of our prayer book.

i do not think we need to fix our prayer books: i think
we need to find them, and then use them — a lot.

A former member of the Episcopal Church’s Standing Commis-
sion on Liturgy and Music, Derek Olsen is the author of
inwardly Digest: The Prayer Book as Guide to a Spiritual Life.

Rather than looking for the next Sunday-morning novelty to
save us, i see a renewal of the Church bound up with a recovery
and recommitment to the patterns we already possess. 



28 THe LIVInG CHURCH • March 26, 2017

native was also pondering ideas
about white privilege and “the slavery
card,” topics he thinks other writers
often avoid for fear of being politi-
cally incorrect. 

Out of his musings came White
Guy on the Bus, which is staged by
Off-Broadway’s 59E59 Theaters from
March 7 to April 16.

“i usually start with stuff that gets
me angry,” he said during a tele-
phone interview from his home in

South Philly. “That keeps me out of
therapy.”
White Guy premiered two years

ago in Chicago and has met with suc-
cessful runs in Denver, Los Angeles,
Oakland, and Trenton. Discussions of
race have been emphasized in Episco-
pal parishes around the country in
the last couple of years, following
incidents of police shootings of
unarmed black men and the murder
of nine black church members in

By Retta Blaney

More than a decade ago, play-
wright Bruce Graham read
a newspaper feature about a

transit bus bound for New York City’s
Rikers island Correctional Center.
Graham started thinking about the
people who rode buses like that to
the remote areas where prisons tend
to be located. A self-described liberal,
the 60-year-old South Philadelphia

Discomfiting Theater
Playwright Bruce Graham writes in direct language about racism.

CULTURES

Bruce Graham: “i go out of my way to shake people up. i like to offend people.”
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Charleston by a white supremacist.
“i’m sad and angry that it’s topical,”

Graham said. “i think about things
for years and then write the play in a
matter of weeks. i’m a fast writer and
slow thinker.”
White Guy is set in the present.

Times and locations shift, as do the
worlds of the five characters: Ray, a
wealthy advertising man, and his wife,
Roz, an inner-city public school
teacher, both white and in their 50s;
Christopher, a young man for whom
Ray has been a father figure as well as
mentor at work, and Molly, Christo-
pher’s wife, both white; and Shatique, a
26-year-old struggling black single
mother and nursing-school student
who works in an assisted-living facility.

When White Guy opened in
Chicago, the actress playing Shatique
helped Graham develop the dialect
and conversation. His students at the
inner-city campus of Drexel Univer-
sity in Philadelphia, where he
teaches playwriting, offered sugges-
tions and rephrasing to make the
play authentic.

When questioned about the appro-
priateness of giving the character
such a black-sounding name, Gra-
ham had a question of his own:
“What am i going to call her, Linda?”
He said there was no black Linda in
his classes at Drexel and that he used
a former student’s name. Still, “no
one in Philly would touch it.”

“The things i think about aren’t
said in the theater. Theater has gotten
so politically correct. it’s boring. i
work in the two most politically cor-
rect environments: academia and the
theater. i go out of my way to shake
people up. i like to offend people.”

Graham doesn’t see White Guy as a
play about race, but rather about
revenge, which is one of the play’s
plot twists.

Before the feedback he received

from cast and students, Graham had
worked to authenticate the play by
riding the bus to Rikers. He was the
only white person and one of only
two men aboard. All the other riders
were women and children of color.
He went into the prison to feel what
is was like to be a visitor placed in a
circle and sniffed by guard dogs. He
wanted to experience the smells,
sounds, and routines of prison life.
“Everything that’s in there, i saw it.”

Graham grew up in a blue-color
family in the segregated world of the
1960s in South Philadelphia, a city
with a history of racial strife. it was
one place where Jackie Robinson
encountered a hateful reception. “i
saw it everywhere growing up,” Gra-
ham said. “Diversity, when it happens
organically, is great.”

Graham allows his characters to
express ideas some people may find
difficult. Ray admits that if he has
three equally qualified job candidates
— a white man, a black man, and a
woman — he wants to hire the white
man so he will not be charged with
racism or sexism if he has to fire the
person. Molly expresses her belief
that people prefer to be with their
own: “We’re more comfortable on a
gut level.”

“i want to hold a mirror up there
to make [audience members] uncom-
fortable,” Graham says. “i love to go
to the theater and be surprised.”

What he most hopes, though, is
that his audiences will be entertained.
“i’m first and foremost a song and
dance man,” he said. “i don’t want to
be preaching. i want to tell a good
story.”

Retta Blaney is an award-winning
journalist and author of Working on
the inside: The Spiritual Life
Through the Eyes of Actors (Sheed &
Ward, 2003).

“i saw it
everywhere
growing up,”
Graham said.
“Diversity,
when it
happens
organically,
is great.”
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Review by Bruce Robison

in his Easter morning sermon on
April 7, 1958, the Rev. Samuel
Shoemaker, 12th rector of Calvary

Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, stirred
up his congregation with a rousing call
to expansive mission, declaring that
the city “ought to be more famous for
God than for steel.”

i am sure it was not what he had in
mind, but a half-century later Shoe-
maker’s Pittsburgh did indeed rise to a
Warholesque 15 minutes of national and
even international prominence, at least
in Anglican ecclesiastical circles, as it be-
came a flashpoint not of evangelistic fer-
vor but of division. The story spread
globally when, in October 2008, the dio-
cese met in convention and approved
unprecedented (and, within the received
view of the Episcopal Church, impossi-
ble) amendments to its constitution and
canons to enable its withdrawal from the
Episcopal Church and to “realign” the
diocese in a temporary relationship with
the Anglican Province of the Southern
Cone of South America.

in the context of similar actions that
same year in three other dioceses (Fort
Worth, Quincy, and San Joaquin); with
rising tensions between the Anglican
churches of the Global South and the
Episcopal Church, the Anglican Church
of Canada, and, increasingly, the Church
of England; and with the Bishop of Pitts-
burgh, the Rt. Rev. Robert W. Duncan,
having risen as a leading figure of this
movement of “realignment,” Pittsburgh
Episcopalians were for a brief season
anyway if not “more famous than steel,”
then at least in the news.

it is too soon now, not even a decade
after that convention, to say that the
dust has settled here in Pittsburgh, or
in the Episcopal Church. indeed, much
remains unresolved both about the
consequences of this ecclesiastical sep-
aration — some would say “schism” —
and about the issues that motivated it.

Nonetheless, it seems clear even now
that any future account of the story of
21st-century Anglican life will need to
address in some measure what hap-
pened in Pittsburgh.

Two books published in 2015, the
first by Sam Shoemaker’s successor, the
Rev. Harold T. Lewis, 15th rector of
Calvary Church, and the second by the
Rev. Christopher Craig Brittain, a
priest of the Scottish Episcopal Church
and professor of social and political
theology at the University of Aberdeen,
make significant contributions to
telling this Pittsburgh story.

Lewis’s Recent Unpleasantness is
something of a field general’s

wartime memoir, and given his per-
spective the title’s allusion to the Amer-
ican Civil War seems especially apt.

The centerpiece of the story is the
lawsuit that Lewis and the wardens and
vestry of Calvary Church filed in the
fall of 2003 to seek the court’s protection
of diocesan assets when it appeared to
them that the bishop and canonical
bodies of the diocese, reacting to Gen-
eral Convention’s consent to the elec-
tion of V. Gene Robinson as Bishop of
New Hampshire, were developing plans
to separate from the Episcopal Church.

Lewis frames the account of “the
Calvary Lawsuit” first by providing
some backstory, beginning briefly with
a history of rising tensions between the
conservative leadership of the Pitts-
burgh diocese and the more liberal
leadership of the Episcopal Church
through the 1990s. He offers additional
commentary on the evangelical leader-
ship of Trinity Episcopal School for
Ministry, located in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh, and the increasingly en-
gaged voices of leaders from the An-
glican Global South.

Lewis maps a gathering storm of
tensions in the months after General
Convention in 2003. He follows the
ups and downs of increasingly polar-

Battlefield by Battlefield

ized diocesan life, including a detailed
account of the diocese’s special con-
vention in the fall of 2003. Resolutions
at that special convention condemned
the General Convention and author-
ized diocesan leadership to seek relief
from authorities beyond the Episcopal
Church in the Anglican Communion.
They specifically denied the force of
the Dennis Canon, which states that
all parish and diocesan assets are held
in trust for the Episcopal Church.

Lewis calls the passage of these reso-

The Recent Unpleasantness
Calvary Church’s Role in the Preservation

of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese
of Pittsburgh

By Harold Lewis. Wipf and Stock. Pp. 132. $18

A Plague on Both 
Their Houses

Liberal vs. Conservative Christians and
the Divorce of the Episcopal Church USA

By Christopher Craig Brittain. 
Bloomsbury T&T Clark.

Pp. 280. $114; $85.99 eBook
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Lewis’s “battlefield” memoir is writ-
ten from the unique vantage point of
one of the central figures of the events.
No one can tell the story quite the way
he does. if it is often an opinionated
and one-sided view, then we will sim-
ply need to wait for a counterbalancing
volume by one or more of the players
on the other side.

Christopher Brittain, unlike Lewis,
is an observer without a dog in the

hunt. He’s not from Pittsburgh, he’s not
an Episcopalian, and his Plague on
Both Their Houses is much more inter-
ested in exploring deeper motivations
and wider context than in the sorties
and stratagems of heroes and villains.
He wants to know what was happening
in the hearts and minds of those in-
volved, both leaders and people in the
pews, and how that affected the rela-
tionships that constitute the fabric of
congregational and diocesan life.

Brittain begins his study by ac-
knowledging the intensifying polariza-
tion of American society in what some
have called a Culture War between lib-
erals and conservatives across a spec-
trum of social and political platforms
and several hot-button issues. As one
sociologist told him as he began this
study of the Pittsburgh division, “it’s
simply the Episcopal Church’s turn.”

But Brittain does not accept it as so
simple. Some of those polarizing issues
and tensions were certainly in play in
Pittsburgh, but he is interested to un-
derstand instead “how particular
[Episcopal] congregations account for

lutions “a game changer” and quotes his
contemporaneous comment in Calvary
Church’s newsletter: “Let us make one
thing abundantly clear. We are no longer
talking about sex, sexuality or homosex-
uality. We are talking about the author-
ity and governance of the church.”

Lewis then recounts the diocesan
story between 2003 and 2008, “battle-
field by battlefield,” often with incisive
observation, recalling in detail con-
vention resolutions, open letters and
public statements, public and secret al-
liances and advocacy groups, the con-
nection of Pittsburgh to other dissent-
ing Episcopal dioceses, the role of
more progressive groups within and
beyond the diocese, and the deposition
of Bishop Duncan by Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori.

The “Calvary Lawsuit” was settled in
2005, long before the 2008 division,
with an agreement between Calvary
and Bishop Duncan and the canonical
bodies of the diocese that all diocesan
assets would remain under the control
of “the Diocese of Pittsburgh of the
Episcopal Church in the United States
of America.” The latter section of
Lewis’s memoir recounts the unsuc-
cessful legal appeals to the enforcement
of this stipulation by the leadership of
what was already informally being
called “the Anglican Diocese” in the
years following 2008. He concludes
with a very interesting reflection on the
legal and ecclesiological concerns that
guided the course of the litigation and
on some of the subsequent events and
characters involved in the reorganiza-
tion of the Episcopal diocese after 2008.

(Continued on next page)

the conflicts in their church” and how
“they describe themselves, as well as
their opponents.”

Brittain sets out first “to diagnose
the situation … by listening attentively
to the voices of clergy and laypeople
who are trying to navigate these trou-
bled ecclesial waters.” This to me is the
richest part, and the major contribu-
tion, of Brittain’s work, as he presents
the extended accounts and reflections
of clergy and laity on both sides of the
Pittsburgh divide in their own words.
As we hear these voices, we come to
recognize a story filled with nuance
and sensitivity, loyalties and convic-
tions, pain and loss — and through it
all a sense of deep Christian character.
We gain appreciation as well for Brit-
tain’s choice of the word divorce to de-
scribe what happened in Pittsburgh. it
perhaps plumbs more deeply the per-
sonal, familial, and spiritual dimen-
sions of the division than would a
more formal, ecclesiastically colored
word like schism.

Brittain also explores “sociological
and theological literature on the nature
of church conflict,” noting how the
specific catalysts of theological differ-
ences in Pittsburgh set in motion pat-
terns of conflict that may have had
deeper social and historical roots. i am
glad to see that Brittain takes account
of historian Jeremy Bonner’s thesis —
in Called out of Darkness into Mar-
velous Light: A History of the Episcopal
Diocese of Pittsburgh, 1750-2006 (Wipf
and Stock, 2009) — that at least some
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i mentioned to many of
my Diocese of Pittsburgh
colleagues and friends
that i had been reading
these books. The
response was extremely
cautious.
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stress of the early 2000s had its origin
in the energetic post-war era mission-
ary work of Pittsburgh Bishop Austin
Pardue. Along with associates like Sam
Shoemaker, Bishop Pardue worked to
build stronger ecumenical alliances
with non-Episcopalian evangelical
church leaders and parachurch organ-
izations and to found or expand con-
gregations in the ethnic, traditionally
Roman Catholic regions of the wider
Steel Valley region. Brittian describes
how communication via platforms of
new media — weblogs, social net-
working sites, email lists — served as a
volatile accelerant once the fires of
conflict began to burn.

As he assesses the nuanced and
sometimes contradictory experiences
and perspectives of the people he in-
terviewed in Pittsburgh and their con-
gregations, Brittain concludes that
“Christians would do well to forgo
falling into the trap of conceiving of
the current divides in the church in es-
sentialist terms.” He notes that when
leaders focus only on “the emotional
intensities that arise in the heat of bat-
tle,” when they do not “leave room for
respect to be found in one’s opponent”
and “fail to be alert to the underlying
structural issues that are likely enabling
the conflict,” then “any solutions pro-
posed to the dilemma are likely to fall
short of the target.”

in recent months i mentioned to
many of my Diocese of Pittsburgh col-
leagues and friends that i had been
reading these books. The response was
extremely cautious: a few questions
about the tone or perspective of the au-
thors’ approaches, but with little inter-
est in a more extensive conversation.
Perhaps the experience is too fresh for
that, some wounds not fully healed.
Nonetheless, i think both books will
be useful in the long run as case stud-
ies for those seeking a better under-
standing of this era of change in the
Anglican and wider Christian world.

The Rev. Bruce Robison is rector of St.
Andrew’s Church, Highland Park,
Pittsburgh.

(Continued from previous page)
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A Grief Relived
Review by Edward Henderson

Victor Lee Austin’s Losing Susan,
his first “post-Susan work,” is
both a memoir processing his

grief and a beautiful piece of bottom-up
non-technical theology. its melding of
theological thinking with his experience
of loss makes Losing Susan generally
helpful but especially so to sufferers,
caregivers, and pastoral counselors. i can
see it in a college or seminary classroom,
and for me it was good for prayer at a
silent retreat.

Austin makes us appreciate his loss by
telling us about Susan: her love of chil-
dren, her commitment to the sanctity of
life, her use of crafts to bring the
Church’s liturgy to life in their home. He
shows her creative intelligence by in-
cluding brief instances of her writing on
abortion and makes one of her unpub-
lished stories the epilogue of the book.
(it’s a story that deserves to be illustrated
for children and published.)

But Austin’s main objective is to work
through losing Susan. He tells us about
her brain cancer and the resulting post-
treatment white-matter disease that
caused her slowly to slip away from him.
This he does unsentimentally and with a
light touch that still makes the reader
feel his pain and his regret for becoming
at times impatient, frustrated, and even
angry with her — all understandable as
he had to carry on his duties as priest,
teacher, and theologian while taking
over her executive function and tending
to her most basic bodily needs. 

His experience makes him bridle at a
comment made in a discussion group
and that we all have likely heard: “if we
just trust God and pray, all will be good.”
So strongly does Austin disabuse us of
that understanding of the life of faith that
he almost makes us think he is giving
suffering and death the last word.

Austin brings the theological wisdom
of the ages to bear, laying out three “takes”
on why the God who is Love might give
us a world containing evil. These three

Losing Susan
Brain Disease, The Priest’s Wife, and the

God Who Gives and Takes Away
By Victor Lee Austin. Brazos Press. Pp. 160. $19.99

approaches are like Job’s three friends.
They fail to explain evil in a way that ab-
solves God of responsibility for it. Their
failure brings Austin to the “mind-blow-
ing, confidence shattering, vertiginously
terrifying” conclusion: God cannot be let
off the hook for the reality of evil.

God is surpassingly “strange” because
he is not one of the components of the
world. Rather, God is the creator of the
world; without God’s decision to create
and to create the kind of world we in fact
have, there would be no evil, no death,
no suffering. After the philosophers and
theologians have done their best to ex-
plain evil and to exonerate God, there
remains some sense in which God is the
“cause” of evil, of Austin’s own evil, of
his loss of Susan.

But wait! Right smack in the middle of
his sadness and suffering, Austin experi-
ences joy in the most unglamorous part
of his caring for Susan. “i would weep. i
would be angry. i would pace the floor.
But there was joy in my bones. … i
learned that i could clean Susan’s body
and feel joy.” Furthermore, it was a tran-
scendent and transcending joy, a joy that
“wraps around both of us and lifts us up,
in the midst of such a mundane human
thing as caring for one another’s corpo-
reality — lifts us up to the heights, to the
heart of joy.”

So it is that Austin’s experience leads
him away from theological explanations
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of evil to the presence and action of God,
which is the uniquely Christian “answer”
to evil. As Austin Farrer put it, “God
does not give us explanations; God gives
up a Son.”

Austin goes, then, from the experience
of joy in the midst of pain to the story of
God’s Son and his suffering. Jesus goes all
the way down to hell, where the Father is
not. When we grasp the beauty of the
bloodied and abused Jesus who did not
strike back, the life of faith can begin. As
Job, Austin says, was changed by his suf-
fering and made able to give and receive
love and enjoy community as he could
not before his loss, so we may, by the ex-
perience of suffering and the reality of
death, receive the hope of the resurrec-
tion, lay down the cross of suffering, and
enter on the new adventure of life. Austin
now envisions Susan on that new adven-
ture of coming “further up and further
in,” as C.S. Lewis describes it at the end of
The Last Battle. Evil does not get the last
word; the resurrection of the bloodied
and suffering Jesus does.

Early on Austin discusses the central-
ity of death in the Eucharist and in the
eternally enacted love that is the life of
the Trinity. Perhaps i take too much lib-
erty with his comments, but they suggest
to me a trinitarian development. Death is
an essential part of love because love is
giving oneself away, dying for the sake of
the beloved. When one’s desire is for the
beloved’s good, then the realization of
that good brings joy to the giver. in the
life of the Trinity, the deaths of the three
divine persons in their eternal giving of
each to the other will at the same time be
eternal receiving and joy. Austin’s experi-
ence of joy even in the pain of his life
makes it possible to imagine and to hope
that, going further up and further in, one
may find one’s joy completed in the heart
of God. Then, we may reasonably hope,
we will live the dying that is essential in
love’s dynamic but will know it not as the
loss it must be under the conditions of
our present life, but as gain.

i cannot begin to give the reader a
sense of how exhilarating Austin’s last 50
pages are. They are to be experienced,
not written about. But joy does not

negate the reality of suffering, just as the
resurrection does not negate the horror
of the crucifixion. i am more willing
than Austin to speculate about why evil
happens in God’s world, and to think
that God stands back from or chooses to
be affected by creation in order to let his
creatures be themselves. 

On the other hand, i am less willing
than Austin to speak as though God
“causes” such evils as Susan’s disease and
death, though Austin does give some
sense that cause might not be the best

word, and he says that in the crucifixion,
the Father “pulled back.” Minor dis-
agreements being what they may, Austin
has focused our attention properly: not
on the eloquent wisdom of philosophers
and theologians but on the action of God
to share and overcome our suffering.

Edward Henderson is professor emeritus
of philosophy, Louisiana State University,
and coauthor with Margaret Cupit of
Why, God? Suffering through Cancer
into Faith (Resource Publications, 2015).
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The God Who Heals
Words of Hope for a Time of Sickness
By Johann Christoph Blumhardt and Christoph
Friedrich Blumhardt. Edited by Charles E. Moore.
Plough Publishing House. Pp. 208. $18

This little book is an exquisite spiri-
tual classic from the tradition of

Lutheran pietism. it was previously un-
known to me and i count the opportu-
nity to review this book as a providen-

tial blessing. The
book is a collection
of short meditations
for those who are
facing illness. The
authors are a father
and son who had to-
gether a famous
healing ministry. 

Johann, the father, died in 1880 and
Christoph, his son, in 1920. Their min-
istry was in the Black Forest region of
Germany in a remote rural location.
Johann began his ministry with a two-
year battle of prayer for the healing of
a local woman who was beset with
physical and mental illness. Johann be-
lieved she was attacked by demonic
forces.

At the end of this intense struggle
she was returned to health. Her healing
provoked a spiritual renewal in the
whole community. “Almost overnight,
the town of Mottlingen was swept up
in an unprecedented movement of re-
pentance and renewal. Stolen property
was returned, broken marriages re-
stored, enemies reconciled, alcoholics
cured, and sick people healed. An en-
tire village experienced what life could
be like when God was free to rule. Je-
sus was the victor” (p. xvii). Christoph
continued his father’s ministry and ex-
panded the work.

These meditations are marked by a
sure confidence in the goodness of
God and human beings’ great need to
repent of their sins and to turn to God
with all their hearts. This turning to

God was the true and lasting healing
that the Blumhardts sought. Even an
intractable illness might be the gate-
way to a more profound healing if it
leads to deeper repentance and a
greater trust and dependence on God.

The writing is simple, straight from
the heart of a consecrated pastor, and
full of the most winning tenderness
and concern. The words of the
Blumhardts are filled with hope. This
is a book that pastors will treasure for
their devotions and that can be given
with confidence to those who suffer.

Fifteen Steps Out of Darkness
The Way of the Cross for People on the
Journey of Mental illness
By Scott Rose, Fred Wenner, and Al Rose.
Orbis Books. Pp. 144. $18

This is an inspiring book written
collaboratively by

three people of faith who
have spent their lives in
service to people with se-
vere mental illness. The
authors share vignettes
from their ministry in the
form of meditations on
the stations of the cross.
The stories are moving
and well told. They tell stories of Chris-
tian love in action and of the dignity
and courage of those who suffer from
mental illness.

The book is designed and marketed
as a resource for people who are suf-
fering from mental illness. in my view,
the book does not work as designed.
Based on my experience with a family
member under severe mental distress,
i would hesitate to give this book to a
sufferer or family member as a spiri-
tual resource. Compelling as these sto-
ries are, they are written from the
standpoint of the clinical observer and
not of a fellow sufferer.

in my experience, most people who
suffer from severe mental illness would

BOOKS 

Suffering and Healing
Reviews by Leander Harding
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feel they were being talked about
rather than talked to. i think this book
is more for clergy and other helpers
who want insight into what working in
this world is like than it is for sufferers
and their families.

is it My Fault?
Hope and Healing for Those Suffering
Domestic Violence
By Justin S. Holcomb and Lindsey A. Holcomb.
Moody Publishers. Pp. 227. $14.99

This is a comprehensive resource on
domestic violence by a husband-

and-wife team with long experience
working with victims of abuse and

with congregations that
want to be responsive to
this pervasive problem.
The authors help a
woman understand what
abuse looks like and that
she is being abused if she
feels fear and intimida-
tion, even if physical vio-
lence is absent or rare. 

They also do a good job of debunk-
ing readings of the Bible that rational-
ize abuse or encourage women to stay
in abusive relationships. There are
careful explanations of how women
can find help and how pastors and
congregations can help. The Holcombs
provide moving meditations on the
psalms as an aid for victims of abuse to
give words to the prayers of their
hearts. This book integrates very well
psychological, sociological, and theo-
logical perspectives on domestic vio-
lence.

Bearing the Unbearable
Trauma, Gospel, and Pastoral Care
By Deborah van Deusen Hunsinger.
Eerdmans. Pp. 179. $20

This is an important book in pas-
toral theology. Pastoral theology

has the task of bringing doctrines and
dogmas to life in the pastoral practice
of the Church. This requires a vigor-
ous engagement with other disci-
plines of knowledge that seek to fur-
ther the well-being of humanity,

including the social sciences. 
The pastoral theologian should par-

ticularly employ psychology without
allowing the social scientific tail to wag
the theological dog. Deborah van

Deusen Hunsinger
is deeply informed
by a wide reading of
groundbreaking re-
search in the psy-
chology and therapy
of trauma but does
not lose her grip on
a robust, Reformed
understanding of

the cross. indeed, she identifies Jesus as
the one able to bear the unbearable and
bear it away.

We have passed through a time
when a simple biochemical determin-
ism was the preferred paradigm for
understanding serious mental distress
such as depression, substance abuse, or
psychosis. Researchers are coming to
realize that heretofore invisible trauma
is at the root of intractable personal
and social dysfunction. 

Hunsinger has kept up with these
developments, and integrates them
into a theological perspective that in-
forms the practice of pastors and con-
gregations. There is a fascinating chap-
ter on how congregations can use the
insights of the emerging field of
“restorative practice,” to create restora-
tive congregations.

it is something of an embarrassment
that the Church, which God has en-
trusted with the ministry of reconcili-
ation, has forgotten its accumulated
wisdom for healing trauma and recon-
ciling differences. Hunsinger helps us
remember the Church’s wisdom about
healing and reconciliation and helps us
see how that wisdom is echoed and en-
riched by the experience of contempo-
rary researchers and therapists. i some-
times teach a seminary course on
pastoral leadership, and i will add this
book to the syllabus.

The Ven. Leander S. Harding is rector of
St. Luke’s Church, Catskill, New York,
and becomes dean of the Cathedral of
All Saints, Albany, on Palm Sunday.
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Pray and Color
A Coloring Book and Guide to Prayer
By Sybil MacBeth. Paraclete. Pp. 96 pages. $14.99

This book is for people who “like
to color,” “struggle with prayer,”

“want the freedom not to have to cre-
ate something new,” and “are curi-
ous” (p. 4). if the current popularity
of adult coloring books is any sign,
you probably know somebody for
this book. Sybil MacBeth’s first color-
ing book for adults, Praying in Color:
Drawing a New Path to God (2007),
was very successful.

This book may boast plenty of cur-
rency and appeal, but do not dismiss
it as merely trendy. The basic point of
approaching prayer through coloring
and doodling seems to me very
insightful and plausible:

Coloring as a spiritual practice pro-
vides a segue between the fast, con-
tinuous movement of my normal
life and a slow, contemplative pace.
The delight of choosing and using
colors, the motion of my hand on
paper, and the focus of my eyes on
the work in progress give me some-
thing to do while i transition from
high speed to zero, from busyness
to stillness. Since chronic doing is
the norm for most of us, coloring
can be a bridge to an island of inner
quiet. (p. 5)

This “guide to prayer” is not
unstructured or undirected. Chapter
Five — “Ways to Pray” — is a primer
and offers a catalogue of prayers.
Each entry explains one type —
intercessory prayer, for example —

and offers a set of instructions, a
how-to, for praying that way with
markers and crayons. Accordingly,
the coloring pages can serve as
guided exercises.

To some, doodling prayer might
seem too undetermined: “Write your
name for God” is a common first
step in these instructions. But the
open-endedness of this approach is
more personal than uncommitted.
The guided exercises in Pray and
Color are clearly related to biblical
forms of prayer. MacBeth’s primer
includes “praying a passage of Scrip-
ture,” and her explanations enumer-
ate a whole range of different types
that might have been lifted from the
Psalms: “disgruntled prayers,” “ado-
ration or praise prayers,” “gratitude
or gruntled prayers” (pp. 15-27).

MacBeth’s catalog includes “pray-
ing for your enemies” (pp. 22-23).
What can be more specifically Chris-
tian than that, which rests on the sin-
gular command of our Lord’s “But i
say”? St. Silouan the Athonite saw in
“love for our enemies” the culmina-
tion of Christian theology because it
signifies the gracious and transfor-
mative presence of the Holy Spirit.
Without grace, it is impossible to
love one’s enemies. is it ever easy?
Pray and Color might not be for

everyone, but i suspect that its exer-
cises would benefit many people.
How often or well do you really pray
for your enemies? Would your prayer
make a rich and differentiated chap-
ter? Who could not use a little direc-
tion or nudge?

Caleb Congrove
Cambridge, Ohio

Make your congregation  
a place where children  
are welcomed, known,  

and loved by God, 
where Jesus’ good news 
 of peace is proclaimed,  

where small and tall learn 
together about God’s  
story,where children  

are encouraged  
to shine.
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FOUNDATION, an independent, non-
profit ministry seeking and serving the full visible unity of the one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic Church. Our writers are lay and ordained lead-
ers who serve in parishes and dioceses, in schools, and in para-church
ministries across the Episcopal Church, the Anglican Communion,
and the wider body of Christ.

When you come together 
to eat, wait for one another.
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The Living Church Foundation seeks to extend its unique ministry
of journalism, publishing, organizing, and leadership development

for the life and vitality of the Church.
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A LIVING CHURCH Partner

The Diocese of Utah
75 S. 200 E., Salt Lake City, UT 84111
801.322.4131 | episcopal-ut.org

Bishop Tuttle arrived 150 years ago facing
miners without medical care, children
without schooling, and a vast diocese
reaching from Utah to the Canadian
border. Today, we continue to strive for
justice and peace and seek and serve
Christ in all persons. We own five senior
residential complexes where people can
live out their lives in dignity, we support
after-school programs with hundreds of
children, a free clinic, free lunches, and
medical assistance for hundreds. Our
congregations are communities of
acceptance where all people are
welcomed as God’s children made in the
image of God. in the Diocese of Utah,
Christ’s love is proclaimed and lived out
in concrete ways.

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas
111 Torcido Drive, San Antonio, Tx 78209
210.824.5387 | dwtx.org

The Diocese of West Texas
is celebrating its first
election of a woman as a
suffragan bishop (see p. 12).
The choice of the Rev.

Jennifer Brooke-Davidson emerges from
our tradition of electing our bishops from
within the diocese. And it is grounded in
our diocese’s core values:

Faith: We pattern our lives on the life
and teachings of Jesus Christ.

Scripture, Prayer, and Sacramental
Worship: We are grounded in
Anglicanism’s appreciation of Scripture,
prayer, and sacramental worship.

Evangelism: We proclaim, by word and
example, God’s saving love revealed in
Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Mission: We reach beyond ourselves to
serve all people in our communities and
throughout the world.

Reconciliation: We are a community
committed to living in reconciled
relationship with God and all people.

Our Core Purpose: Be Jesus’ Witnesses.

Appointments
The Rev. Margaret S. Ayers is rector of St.

James, 2050 W. Bert Kouns industrial Loop,
Shreveport, LA 71118.

The Rev. José Juan Bernal is rector of St.
Christopher’s, 300 Riverside Dr., El Paso, Tx
79915.

Tory Blum is coordinator of youth min-
istry in the Diocese of Central New York,
1020 7th North St., Ste. 200, Liverpool, NY
13088.

The Rev. Kathy Boeschenstein is vicar of
Holy Trinity, 240 Rio Grande Ave., Raton,
NM 87740.

The Rev. Scott Jeffrey Brown is headmas-
ter of TMi-The Episcopal School of Texas,
20955 W. Tejas Trail, San Antonio, Tx 78257.

The Rev. Lydia Bucklin is a consulting
priest for St. Paul’s, 22 Dillman Dr., Council
Bluffs, iA 51503, and continues as the Dio-
cese of iowa’s young adult missioner.

The Rev. Mark Collins is rector of All
Saints’, 40 Central Ave., Glen Rock, NJ 07452.

The Rev. Alan Cowart is rector of Grace
Memorial, 1021 New Hampshire Ave.,
Lynchburg, VA 24502.

Courtney V. Cowart is executive director
of the Society for the increase of Ministry,
120 Sigourney St., Hartford, CT 06105.

The Rev. Marcus Cunningham is rector of
St. Peter’s, 217 Houston St., Ripon, Wi 54971,
and St. Mary’s Chapel, N2616 Bugh’s Lake
Rd., Wautoma Wi 54982.

The Rev. Jim Dannals is interim rector of
Transfiguration, 72 Charles St, Saluda, NC
28773.

The Rev. Robert Davenport is priest-in-
charge of Trinity, 500 Court St., Portsmouth,
VA 23704.

The Rev. Robin D. Dodge is rector of Holy
Faith, 311 E. Palace Ave., Santa Fe, NM
87501.

The Rev. Canon Kathy Dunagan is canon
for wellness and safe church ministries in the
Diocese of Southwestern Virginia, 1002 First
St., Roanoke, VA 24016.

The Rev. Bonnie E. Edwards is rector of
San Gabriel the Archangel, 4908B Corrales
Road N.W., Corrales, NM 87048.

The Rev. Anne Ellsworth is an assisting
priest for family and children’s ministries at
St. James, 975 E. Warner Rd., Tempe, AZ
85284.

The Rev. Phillip Ellsworth is rector of St
Stephen’s, 3 Bayview Ave., Belvedere, CA
94920.

The Rev. David M. Faulkner is rector of
Good Shepherd, 200 W. College St., Terrell,
Tx US 75160.

The Rev. Tim Fountain is missioner of
support in the Diocese of South Dakota, 408
N. Jefferson Ave., Pierre, SD 57501.

The Rev. Canon Mark Furlow is chief
operating officer of the Diocese of South-
western Virginia, 1002 First St. S.W.,
Roanoke, VA 24016.

The Rev. Jeremiah C. Griffin is rector of
St. Chad’s, 7171 Tennyson St. N.E., Albu-
querque, NM 87122.

Alexis Guszick is canon for communica-
tions and events in the Diocese of Central
Pennsylvania, 101 Pine St., Harrisburg, PA
17101.

The Rev. Canon Connor B. Gwin is canon
for social engagement and Christian forma-
tion in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia,
1002 First St., Roanoke, VA 24016.

The Rev. Natalie Gessert Hall, an ELCA
pastor, is canon for evangelism and faith for-
mation in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 325
Oliver Ave., Ste. 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.

The Rev. John Hamilton is rector of St.
Elizabeth’s, 1188 Hamp Mill Rd., Dahlonega,
GA 30533.

The Rev. Canon Jonathan Harris is dioce-
san transition minister for the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia, 1002 First St. S.W.,
Roanoke, VA 24016.

Matt Hartley is lay chaplain at the Univer-
sity of North Florida, 400 San Juan Dr., Ponte
Vedra Beach, FL 32082.

The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert is rector of St.
Thomas, 312 N. Steele St., Sanford, NC
27330.

Stephanie Higgins is development officer
for the Diocese of Virginia, 110 West
Franklin St., Richmond, VA 23220.

Beverly Hurley Hill is canon for mission
and lay ministry in the Diocese of East Ten-
nessee, 814 Episcopal School Way, Knoxville,
TN 37932.

The Rev. J. Mark Holland is rector of All
Saints’, 601 W. Main St., Morristown, TN
37814.

The Rev. Raisin Horn is rector of Christ
Church, 2100 N. 2nd St., Clinton, iA 52732.

The Rev. Kay Jennings is vicar of St.
James, 510 N. Sixth St., Alpine, Tx 79831.

The Rev. Nancy Turner Jones is rector of
St. Barnabas, 10345 Montgomery Rd., Mont-
gomery, OH 45242.

Canon Phyllis Jones is chief operating
officer of the Diocese of New Jersey, 808 W.
State St., Trenton, NJ 08618.

The Rev. Deacon Craig Klein is dean of
community college programs at Rio Grande
Community College, P.O. Box 500, Rio
Grande, OH 45674.

The Rev. Michael Koehler is assistant rec-
tor of St. Luke’s, 11 St. Luke’s Lane, San Anto-
nio, Tx 78209.

The Rev. Philip F. Kunder is interim rec-
tor of New Life, 13118 Church Ave. N.W.,
Uniontown, OH 44685.

The Rev. Watson Lamb is chaplain at
Chapel of the Holy Spirit, 1100 Broadway St.,
New Orleans, LA 70118.

Pat LeBeau is missioner for property in
the Diocese of South Dakota, 408 N. Jeffer-
son Ave., Pierre, SD 57501.

The Rev. Scott Lee is rector of St. Barn-
abas, 3257 Post Rd, Warwick, Ri 02886.

The Rev. Philip Linder is priest-in-charge
of St. Mark’s, 16 Thomas St., Charleston, SC
29403.

The Rev. Marjorie Lindstrom is priest-in-
residence at St. Matthew’s, 167 Spring Valley

PEOPLE & PLACES
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At St. John’s Cathedral, we welcome all
into a deeper spirituality and relationship
with God in our rich Anglican tradition.
We are a community of communities, a
large congregation with a place for
everyone. We include children and youth
in all aspects of our cathedral life. We care
for one another and reach out to those in
need. We are a place for questions and
rediscovery, stillness, and growth. 

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

Amazing things are
happening in the Episcopal
Diocese of Louisiana. People
are working together in bold
and courageous ways to
serve Jesus and proclaim the
Good News.

• Congregations share
resources and collaborate
with one another in

unprecedented ways.
• e diocese has significantly

improved the way that future clergy are
financially supported.

• Parochial and diocesan schools
transform communities on both a local
and global scale.

• Diocesan-wide education offerings
and congregational development opportu-
nities have increased substantially.

New programs and ministries are on
the horizon. We are proud of our
common life and believe that the future
holds opportunities awaiting capture. 

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

The Diocese of Louisiana
1623 Seventh Street, New Orleans, LA 70115
504.895.6634 | edola.org

Rd., Paramus, NJ 07652.
The Rev. Dana Lockhart is rector of St.

John’s, 210 N Main St., Versailles, KY 40383.
The Rev. Jack Lynch is Hispanic missioner

at iglesia San Jorge, 12 Clinton St., Central
Falls, Ri 02863.

The Rev. Earl Mahan is priest-in-charge
of St. Luke’s, 444 Brightfield Trail, Manches-
ter, MO 63021.

The Rev. Ramelle McCall is urban mis-
sioner for West Baltimore and priest-in-
charge at Holy Trinity, 2300 W. Lafayette
Ave., Baltimore, MD 21226.

The Rev. Beverly Moore-Tasy is vicar of
St. Christopher’s, 207 E. Permian Dr., Hobbs,
NM 88240.

The Rev. Robert Corin Morris is interim
rector of St. Peter’s, 271 Roseland Ave., Essex
Falls, NJ 07021.

The Rev. Curt Norman is rector of St.
John’s, 123 N. Michigan Ave., Saginaw, Mi
48602.

The Rev. Christina O’Hara is rector of
Good Shepherd, 2707 W. 33rd St., Sioux Falls,
SD 57105.

The Rev. Kevin Olds is rector of St. Timo-
thy’s on the Hill, 4670 Congress St., Fairfield,
CT 06824.

The Rev. Lynn D. Orville is rector of St.
Andrew’s by-the-Sea, 182 Willow Ave. (P.O.
Box 491), Little Compton, Ri 02837

The Rev. William P. Peyton is rector of St.
Paul’s Memorial, 1700 University Ave, Char-
lottesville, VA 22903.

The Rev. Jason M. Prati is rector of All
Saints, 5101 Johnstown Road (P.O. Box 421),
New Albany, OH 43054.

The Rev. Anthony Puca is rector of Grace,
9 Harrington Ave., Westwood, NJ 07675, and
youth minister at St. Peter’s, 271 Roseland
Ave., Essex Fells, NJ 07021.

The Rev. Canon Raymond Raney is canon
to the ordinary, Diocese of the Rio Grande,
6400 Coors Blvd. N.W., Albuquerque, NM
87120.

The Rev. Joslyn Ogden Schaefer is rector
of Grace Church in the Mountains, 394 N.
Haywood St., Waynesville, NC 28786.

The Rev. Canon Carrie Schofield-Broad-
bent is canon for transition and church
development in the Diocese of Central New
York, 1020 7th North St., Ste. 200, Liverpool,
NY 13088.

The Rev. Doug Sharf is rector of Good
Shepherd, 400 Seabrook Rd., Tequesta, FL
33469.

The Rev. Scott Slater is vicar-in-charge of
Holy Covenant, 5657 The Alameda, Balti-
more, MD 21239.

The Rev. Patrick Soule is middle school
chaplain at TMi-The Episcopal School of
Texas, 20955 W. Tejas Trail, San Antonio, Tx
78257.

The Rev. Canon Mike Stephenson is
priest-in-charge of St. Philip’s, 516 McLish
St., Ardmore, OK 73401.

The Rev. Ronnie Stout-Kopp is interim
rector of Holy Trinity, 326 Hillsdale Ave.,
Hillsdale, NJ 07642.

The Rev. Thomas Townsend is priest-in-
charge of Holy Nativity,615 Mallery St., Saint
Simons island, GA 31522.

The Rev. Brian Turner is vicar of Blessed
Redeemer, 1225 Degroodt Rd. S.W., Palm
Bay, FL 32908.

The Rev. David Vickers is priest-in-
charge of Blue Water Church, a mission of the
Diocese of Eastern Michigan that unites St.
Mark’s, Marine City; All Saints, Marysville;
and St. Paul’s, St. Clair.

The Rev. Kevin VonGonten is rector of St.
Paul’s, 422 Market St., Camden NJ 08102.

Tanja Wadsworth is executive director of
Solomon Episcopal Conference Center,
54296 Hwy. 445, Loranger, LA 70446.

The Rev. Meg Wagner is consulting priest
in partnership with Trinity Church, 204 E 5th
St., Ottumwa, iA 52501, and remains the
Diocese of iowa’s communications coordina-
tor.

The Rev. Geoff Ward is rector of St.
Christopher’s, 7845 N. River Rd., Milwaukee,
Wi 53217.

The Rev. Harry Way is interim rector of
All Saints of the Desert, 9502 W. Hutton Dr.,
Sun City, AZ 85351.

The Rev. Hal Weidman is rector of St.
Andrew’s, 910 Soo San Dr., Rapid City, SD
57702.

The Rev. Doris Westfall is interim rector
of Emmanuel, 9 S. Bompart Ave., Webster
Groves, MO 63119.

The Rev. Monica Whitaker is priest-in-
charge of St. Andrew’s, 100 Arroyo Pinon Dr.,
Sedona, AZ 86336.

The Rev. Amy Denney Zuniga is rector of
Grace, 1314 Spring St., St. Helena, CA 94574.

Ordinations
Deacons

Long Island — Terrence Buckley, Mor-
gan Mercer Ladd, Matthew Moore, Pauline
Samuel, and Stephen Tamke

Pittsburgh— Annis Elizabeth Humphries
Rogers

Rochester — Patti Blaine
Western New York — Susan Firestine

and Diana Leiker

Priests
Northwest Texas — Christian Rabone
Pittsburgh — Joseph Paul Baird
Rio Grande — Susan Hutchins, vicar of

St. Luke’s, 419 W. Spruce St., Deming, NM
88031.

Southwest Florida — Richard T. Earle
and Jerry Earl Sather

Texas — Lecia Diaz Brannon and
Stephanie Patterson Moncrieff, minister of
pastoral care and young adults at Trinity,
3401 Bellaire Dr. S., Fort Worth, Tx 76109

Utah — Charles Henry Knuth

Retirements
The Rev. James Bocchino, as priest-in-

charge of St. Barnabas, Warwick, Ri
The Rev. Bob Burton, as rector of All

Saints of the Desert, Sun City, AZ
The Rev. Canon Carmen Guerrero, as

vicar of Santa Maria, Phoenix, AZ
The Rev. John Kapp, as deacon of Christ

PEOPLE & PLACES
(Continued from previous page)
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innovative Spirit
The Diocese of Southern Ohio is home
to more than 25,000 Episcopalians. Our
communities of faith can be found in
Cincinnati, Columbus, and Dayton, and

in many farm towns
and county seats across
the southern half of the
state. 

Southern Ohio has
long been recognized
for innovation and
leadership throughout
the Episcopal Church,
and many initiatives

that have carried the church through
difficult times, such as Forward
Movement and Episcopal Relief and
Development, were born through the
faithful work of the people of this
diocese. This spirit of mission and
inclusion carries on today through the
words of our mission statement, which
guide the mission and ministry of the
diocese: 

As Episcopalians in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio, we commit ourselves to

• Know the common story
• Proclaim our common faith
• Pray our common prayer
• Drink the common cup
• Serve the common good

in the Name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. This is our common
ministry.

e Diocese of Southern Ohio
412 Sycamore St.

Cincinnati, OH 45202
513.421.0311 • diosohio.org

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor

the King, Tucson, AZ
The Rev. Don Matthews, as rector of

Grace Church, Elmira, NY
The Rev. Martie Metzler, as rector of

Emmanuel, Webster Groves, MO
The Rev. Cordelia Red Owl, as priest at

Pine Ridge Mission, SD

working for the Southern New England Tele-
phone Co. She retired in 1980 and began a sec-
ond career in 1986, when she became a regis-
tered nurse and worked in that field in several
states. She served as a hospice nurse for several
years.

Deacon Gillen is survived by daughters
Elizabeth Rhodes, Katherine Leslie, and Vir-
ginia Rhodes; sons John and Peter Gillen; 17
grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren.

The Rev. Gordon B. Gudger, Jr., a U.S.
Army veteran, died Dec. 3. He was 84.

A native of San Antonio, he was a graduate
of Texas A&M University and Seminary of the
Southwest. Before his seminary studies, he
served in the First Armored Division of the
U.S. Army. He was ordained deacon in 1960
and priest in 1961.

After serving nine years in several parishes,
he left ordained ministry for five years to work
for Dow Chemical Co. as a chemical engineer,
helping to develop Dow’s cold cure process.
He then returned to ordained ministry for an-
other 18 years.

Fr. Gudger is survived by his wife, Nell
Jeanne Morin Gudger; daughters Debra Anne
and Linda LaNelle; sons Larry Gordon and
John Earl; and his sister, Judi Gudger.

The Rev. Frederick C. Harrison, Jr., who
had a long vocation in counseling, died
Dec. 12. He was 94.

A native of South Bend, iN, he was a grad-
uate of Florida international University and
Virginia Theological Seminary. He was or-
dained deacon in 1956 and priest in 1957.

He served as rector of St. Andrew’s, Char-
lotte, and took early retirement in 1984. He
served Episcopal churches in Crystal River, FL,
and Kannapolis, NC.

He was founder and executive director of
Unity House in Auburn, NY, 1974-78, and ex-
ecutive director of the Christian Counseling
Center in Naples, FL, 1979-84. He served as a
chaplain at the illinois State Penitentiary Sys-
tem, 1960-68.

He married Lucille S. Lanni in 1973. He is
survived by his wife; sons Frederick K. Harri-
son, Richard L. Harrison, Russell S. Harrison,
Thomas C. Lanni, William F. Lanni; and seven
grandchildren.

The Rev. Walter W. Witte, a bivocational
priest, died Dec. 12. He was 89.

A native of North Tonawanda, NY, he grad-
uated from Hobart College, Berkeley Divinity
School, and Union Theological Seminary. He
was ordained deacon in 1952 and priest in 1954.

He was a canon of the Trinity and St. Philip’s
Cathedral in Newark, NJ, and served other
churches in Massachusetts, Missouri, and New
York. He was personnel director of St. Louis
City Hospital and the St. Louis Housing Au-
thority. He was also a vice president at the ca-
reer transition firms Drake Beam Morin and
New Directions, both in Boston.

Fr. Witte is survived by his wife, Patricia; a
son, Matthew Witte; a stepson, Michael Grif-
fin; a stepdaughter, Margaret Heffner; and five
step-grandchildren.

Deaths
The Rev. Stephen Ankudowich died on
Nov. 28 from complications of throat can-
cer. He was 68.

A native of Northampton, MA, he was a
graduate of Trinity College and Episcopal The-
ological School. He was ordained deacon and
priest in 1974. He served congregations in
Connecticut, Florida, and Massachusetts.

He was an ardent sports fan and he loved
opera. On many a Saturday he would watch
football or baseball with the television sound
muted while listening to a live performance of
New York’s Metropolitan Opera.

Fr. Ankudowich is survived by his wife,
Denise; a son, Michael; and two daughters,
Elizabeth and Alexandra.

The Rev. Floyd William Brewer, who
worked in the computer field for much of
his lay career, died Dec. 2. He was 85.

A native of Chattanooga, TN, in 1931, he
was a graduate of the University of Florida and
the University of the South in 1996. He was or-
dained deacon in 1996 and priest in 1997. He
served congregations in Tampa and Palm Har-
bor. in his retirement, he served the Diocese of
Tennessee as a chaplain for retirement homes.

He and his second wife, the late Anne Blake
Brewer, married Feb. 5, 1989.

Fr. Brewer is survived by daughters Beverly
Brewer Mahan and Kelley Brewer O’Brien; a
son, Floyd “Bo” Brewer iii; four grandchildren;
and one great-grandchild.

The Rev. Charles D. “Pete” Cooper, a vet-
eran of the U.S. Marine Corps, died on
Dec. 7. He was 72.

A native of Lancaster, SC, he was a
graduate of the Citadel, Furman Univer-
sity, and the University of the South. He
was ordained priest in 1981.

He served several parishes in South Car-
olina, retiring as rector of St. John’s Church,
Florence, after 20 years. He was interim rector
Church of the Ascension in Hagood until his
death.

Fr. Cooper is survived by his wife of 47
years, Elizabeth Blair Blackwell Cooper; a son,
Gordon Wade Cooper; daughters Ashley Blair
Cooper Scott and Elizabeth Lyles Cooper
Lyles; six grandchildren; a sister, Beki Crogan;
and a brother, Francis Cooper.

The Rev. Deacon Marguerite Webb Perez
Gillen, 80, died after a long illness. She
was 80.

A native of Tampa, FL, she was a graduate of
Charter Oak College of Connecticut. She was
ordained deacon in 2005 and served at St.
Mark’s Church in Bridgewater, CT.

She volunteered in many capacities before
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1 Sam. 16:1-13 • Ps. 23 • Eph. 5:8-14 • John 9:1-41

Bible Questions
The moral landscape of Scripture is

often treacherous, and unadvisedly
applied to present life. Saul, according
to the old story, was rejected from be-
ing king over israel because he re-
frained from absolute obedience to a
divine command. “Now go and attack
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that
they have; do not spare them, but kill
both man and woman, child and in-
fant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey”
(1 Sam. 15:3). instead, “Saul and the
people spared Agag [king of the
Amalekites], and the best of the sheep
and of all the cattle and of the fatlings,
and the lambs and all that was valu-
able, and would not utterly destroy” (1
Sam. 15:9). Thus, “Because you have
rejected the word of the Lord, he has
rejected you from being king” (1 Sam.
15:23). This is an ancient received tra-
dition from a land and life not our
own. What does God want?

The story continues with the elec-
tion of David, the young shepherd boy.
The moral lesson is dubious at best.
And yet, the mind simmers over these
strange details, registers them with
contemplative calm and distance. We
are still “in the presence of enemies,”
but the enemy is as much within as
without (Ps. 23). Goodness and mercy
require a supplement, a rod and staff.
What are we to think?

Somewhere in his journals, Thomas
Merton remarked on his reading of the
bloody wars in the Book of Judges, say-
ing with obvious humor, “We can’t
lose!” At some point, perhaps at many
points, a good and informed Christian
conscience admits clearly and openly
that our ancient religious texts are a
tool, privileged to be sure, but a tool
nonetheless to be used for interpretive
efforts that contribute to human flour-
ishing. We read, learn, mark, and in-
wardly digest Scripture in our search
for a more humane life and a deeper
communion with a hidden ground of
love embodied in Christ our Lord. “We
can’t lose,” Merton says. indeed, the
strife is over, the battle won. The bat-

tlefield is the soul; the enemies are sin,
flesh, and the devil. Victory is the de-
feat of death and the gift of life forever-
more.

Another question. “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind? Jesus answered, ‘Nei-
ther this man nor his parents sinned;
he was born blind so that God’s works
might be revealed in him’” (John 9:2-
3). Parsing the moral logic here is
nearly impossible. Jesus goes on to mix
spittle with dirt, a paste that restores
the man’s sight. What are we to see in
this story? St. Augustine will help:
“First they are released and raised up.
What follows that light about which
we hear: i am the light of the world; he
who follows me will not walk in dark-
ness? Because the Lord enlightens the
blind, we, therefore, are enlightened by
the eye-ointment of faith” (Commen-
tary on John, Tract. 34)

The symbol gives rise to thought.
Bible stories are often ragged and per-
plexing, inspiring and disturbing. The
reader must slow down and think.
There are enemies: sin, the flesh, the
devil, disease, abuse, neglect, extreme
poverty, cruelty, war. Christ is at work.
“The strife is o’er, the battle done, the
victory of life is won” (Hymnal, 208).
The victory of life is won! The victory
of life is won!

Jesus is the victorious one who re-
leases us, pulls us from the grip of sin
and death, and opens our eyes to see
what only faith can see. The man born
blind who had received his sight said,
“Lord, i believe” (John 9:38). And what
do we say? What do we see?

Look it Up
Read Psalm 23.

Think About it
Your questions have not been an-
swered, but your eyes are open.
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Prayer and the Bones
To pray without ceasing is to pray

with the heart. So we have been
taught by spiritual masters who well
understand the folly and impossibility
of reciting or thinking conscious
prayers without end. A friend, a home
renovator who works mostly alone,
told me his wife once asked him,
“What do you think about all day?”
“Nothing,” he said. “Really?” she won-
dered. “if i start thinking about things,”
he explained, “i will likely saw off my
fingers or worse.” There is a time for
every purpose under heaven. When
the band saw is running, the mind
should stay with the sound and the line
and a singular purpose. “No one who
puts his hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of heaven”
(Luke 9:62).

The prayer of the heart would, how-
ever, be nothing more than the back-
ground noise of the cultural religion
one imbibes simply by living in one
place and time, if not for moments,
times, and seasons of disciplined
prayer in the tradition of the Church’s
language. What the Church has taught,
confessed, and believed may gain a
foothold only if time is given to the
matter. in cultivating faith, as in ac-
quiring any knowledge, repletion is the
mother of all learning. And, if time is
given to private and corporate prayer,
to the sacraments and seasons of the
Church, and if this is done with an eye
fixed, as the incarnation demands, to
the realities of life, then a Christian
conscience will feel and know these
words: “Out of the depths i cry to you”
(Ps. 130:1). The question will arise, “O
Lord, how long shall i cry for help and
you will not listen?” (Hab. 1:2). Prayer
is this deep pain, a groan issued from
the hard wood of a bloody cross: “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” (Matt. 27:46). Adoration, praise,
and thanksgiving will not and should
not blunt this sorrow.

Seeing the world, faith sees great and
small beauties, large and modest ex-
amples of goodness, bold and discreet

witnesses to truth, but faith also looks
with searing pain and clarity on the
suffering of a broken world. “The hand
of the LORD came upon me, and he
brought me out by the spirit of the
LORD and set me down in the middle of
the valley; it was full of bones” (Ezek.
37:1). A clash of cultures is not needed
to provoke or advance this vision. it
simply is the condition of a fallen race.
“The flesh is death,” headed toward its
dissolution and placement among the
dead (Rom. 8:6). The bones are many
and they are very dry. What will God
do?

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them, O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. … i will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. i will lay sinews
on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall
live; and you shall know that i am the
LORD” (Ezek. 37:4-6). These bones are
the whole house of israel, and these
bones are assumed and saved in the re-
capitulation that is Christ our Lord.
Speaking to all these bones, Jesus says,
“Lazarus, come forth” (John 11:43).
And there was a noise and a rattling,
and the bones came together. They did
and they still do and they will in the
fullness of time. Those bones will live
in that place where there is no pain or
death and upon the earth’s soil where,
no less, Christ is.

Look it Up
Read John 11:21; 11:32. These women
are in pain.

Think About it
Bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.

Good News to All
e future of God’s kingdom is the focus
in the Diocese of Western New York.
rough the leadership of Bishop R.
William Franklin, our congregations are
weaving a cooperative Web of Grace and
pioneering innovative ways to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ and make their
facilities sustainable for generations to
come.

Worship in our congregations ranges
from traditional Anglo-Catholic to
contemporary, including multimedia,
jazz, and 12-step spirituality services. We
believe that all people are children of God.
is belief is evident in the mission and
outreach conducted by our members and
in the hospitality we extend to all.

e Diocese of Western New York
1064 Brighton Road

Tonawanda, NY 14150
716.881.0660 | episcopalwny.org

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor
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POSITIONS OFFERED

POSITIONS OFFERED

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by email at
festflags@aol.com.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

FULL TIME RECTOR: All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains is looking to replace its
retired rector. We are a warm, diverse, and active parish
located in a pleasant suburban community near New
York City. Our congregation ranges from young fami-
lies to long-time elderly members. All are welcome. We
are committed to supporting a variety of ministries
within the parish and in the broader community. For
more information about us, view our website and parish
profile at www.allsaints-spnj.org. If you are interested
in this position, please contact Canon Brian Jemmott at
(609) 394-5281 x21 or bjemmott@dioceseofnj.org

PROFESSOR OF PASTORAL THEOLORY AND
DIRECTOR OF DMIN PROGRAM:Trinity School for
Ministry (TSM), Ambridge PA, is seeking to hire a Profes-
sor of Pastoral Theology and DMin Oversight to provide
exceptional leadership and training to TSM students.
Duties include:  oversee DMin program; teach DMin class
and project preparation class; teach courses in Pastoral
Theology; oversee and teach Field Education.  Account-
abilities include:  teach residentially on the Ambridge cam-
pus and occasionally online or off-site; supervise Masters
and Doctoral theses; preach and officiate (if ordained) reg-
ularly in TSM Chapel and other venues; spiritually mentor,
nurture and advise students; pursue excellence in scholar-
ship through research, writing, and speaking; maintain and
cultivate collegial and professional relationships; demon-
strate confidence in use of technology including media-
enhanced, web-based and interactive instruction; respect
the historical tradition of Evangelical Anglicanism;  sup-
port the TSM mission in performing administrative and
ministerial tasks; nurture strong and positive relationships
with mentors and their congregations.  Knowledge, skills
and abilities include:  knowledge of current leadership lit-
erature; effective communication and teaching skills; per-
son of deep prayer; full ex animo subscription to TSM’s
statement of faith and covenant; full support of TSM’s
vision, purpose and values; team player.  Education and
Experience:  DMin or PhD; Anglican ordination preferred;
experience of congregational leadership and ministry;
experience of entrepreneurial achievement; participation in
academic societies.  Qualified candidates are encouraged
to apply by submitting a cover letter, CV, and list of refer-
ences to elucci@tsm.edu by April 30, 2017.

THE LIVING CHURCH
FOUNDATION, INC.

Dr. Garwood Anderson, Nashotah, Wis.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Stephen Andrews,

Toronto, Ont.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. John C. Bauerschmidt,

Nashville, Tenn.
Richard Clements, Oklahoma City, Okla.

The Rev. Dr. Michael B. Cover, Milwaukee, Wis.
Heather Cross, New York, N.Y.

Prudence Dailey, Oxford, England
The Rev. Jake Dell, New York, N.Y.

The Rev. D. Stuart Dunnan, Hagerstown, Md.
The Most Rev. Gerald James Ian Ernest, Mauritius

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Goddard, London, England
Carrie Boren Headington, Dallas, Texas

Marie Howard, Jacksonville, Fla.
The Rev. Canon Jordan Hylden, Dallas, Texas

The Most Rev. Dr. Josiah Idowu-Fearon,
London, England

The Rev. Jay C. James, Raleigh, N.C.
Elisabeth Rain Kincaid, Dallas, Texas

The Rev. S. Thomas Kincaid III, Dallas, Texas
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Graham Kings, London, England

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II, Granger, Ind.
The Rt. Rev. D. Bruce MacPherson, Edmond, Okla.

Richard J. Mammana, Jr., New Haven, Conn.
The Rev. Dr. David Marshall, Durham, N.C.

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, Springfield, Ill.
The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller, Milwaukee, Wis.
The Rev. Jonathan Mitchican, Drexel Hill, Pa.

Daniel Muth, Leland, N.C.
The Most Rev. Bernard Ntahoturi,

Bujumbura, Burundi
The Rev. Matthew Olver, Wauwatosa, Wis.

The Rev. Andrew Petiprin, Orlando, Fla.
David R. Pitts, Baton Rouge, La.

Dr. Colin Podmore, London, England
The Rev. Nicholas T. Porter, West Brattleboro, Vt.
The Rev. Dr. Walter L. “Chip” Prehn, Midland, Texas

The Rev. Dr. Ephraim Radner, Toronto, Ont.
Kenneth A. Ross III, Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dr. Grace Sears, Richmond, Ky.
The Very Rev. Dr. Graham M. Smith, Hillsboro, Ore.

The Rev. Leigh Spruill, Nashville, Tenn.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. George Sumner, Dallas, Texas

The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Dallas, Texas
Dr. Shirleen S. Wait, Atlantic Beach, Fla.
Dr. Christopher Wells, Milwaukee, Wis.

The Rt. Rev. and Rt. Hon. Dr. Rowan Williams,
Cambridge, England

SPEAKERS INCLUDE 
Charlie Holt, Andrew Pearson, Greg 
Brewer and more.

A chance to exchange ideas, be encouraged, be refreshed, 
hear great talks, and worship together with other 

evangelicals in the Episcopal and Anglican churches at a 
peaceful and beautiful location.

EFAC USA
EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP
IN THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION

LOCATION:
Canterbury
Retreat Center
1601 Alafaya Trail
Oviedo, Florida
32765

REGISTRATION OPEN NOW AT
  WWW.EFAC-USA.ORG 

DAY & SEMINARIAN RATES AVAILABLE

$300 $260 $150
(full incl.
room)

(full double
occupancy)

(commuter
rate)

POSITIVELY EVANGELICAL
the 2017 EFAC-USA Conference

April 19-21
Canterbury Retreat Center  Oviedo, Florida

      

Canterbury Retreat Center
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MONTANA ON YOUR MIND?We are a small parish
in rural Montana. Our long term rector is retiring in
Summer, 2017. Are you being called to serve here? In
the tradition of Marcus Borg, St. Mark’s is progressive,
spirited and energetic with a core of dedicated, liturgi-
cally broad parishioners . We love to serve God by
serving our neighbors. If this ministry speaks to your
heart, please contact us. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
P.O. Box 626, Big Timber, MT 59011. 406-932-5712.
officeofstmarks@gmail.com



Vail, Colorado
CHURCH oF THe TRAnsFIGURATIon
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

bradenton, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
4030 Manatee Ave. w. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIoCese oF FLoRIDA
325 n. Market st. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

orlando, Florida
DIoCese oF CenTRAL FLoRIDA
1017 e. Robinson st. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

sarasota, Florida
CHURCH oF THe ReDeeMeR
222 south Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

savannah, Georgia
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
1 w. Macon st. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

springfield, Illinois
DIoCese oF sPRInGFIeLD
821 s. second st. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

salina, Kansas
sAInT FRAnCIs CoMMUnITY seRVICes
509 e. elm st. • 785.825.0541
st-francis.org

shreveport, Louisiana
sT. MARK’s CATHeDRAL 
908 Rutherford street • 318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Hagerstown, Maryland
sAInT JAMes sCHooL
17641 College Rd. • 301.733.9330
stjames.edu

new York, new York
sT. THoMAs CHURCH
FIFTH AVenUe
1 west 53rd st. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

new York, new York
TRInITY wALL sTReeT
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, new York
DIoCese oF wesTeRn new YoRK
1064 brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
sT. TIMoTHY’s CHURCH
4523 six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Cincinnati, ohio
DIoCese oF soUTHeRn oHIo
412 sycamore st. • 800.582.1712
diosohio.org

oklahoma City, oklahoma
ALL soULs’ CHURCH
6400 n. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

oklahoma City, oklahoma
DIoCese oF oKLAHoMA
924 n. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

wayne, Pennsylvania
sT. DAVID’s CHURCH
763 s. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
s. sTePHen’s CHURCH
114 George st. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

nashville, Tennessee
DIoCese oF Tennessee
3700 woodmont blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

nashville, Tennessee
sT. GeoRGe’s CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

sewanee, Tennessee
CoMMUnITY oF sT. MARY
soUTHeRn PRoVInCe
1100 st. Mary’s Lane • 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe InCARnATIon
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIoCese oF DALLAs
1630 n. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. MICHAeL AnD ALL AnGeLs
8011 Douglas Ave. • 214.363.5471
saintmichael.org

Houston, Texas
THe CHURCH oF sT. JoHn
THe DIVIne
2450 River oaks blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

THE LIVING CHURCH Partners 2017
SPONSORS

THE LIVING CHURCH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).
To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.

TRInITY wALL sTReeT

(Continued on next page)
sT. MICHAeL AnD ALL AnGeLs, DALLAs



GUARANTORS
Houston, Texas
DIoCese oF TeXAs
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
sT. DUnsTAn’s CHURCH
14301 stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
sT. MARTIn’s CHURCH
717 sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

san Antonio, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
510 belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

west brattleboro, Vermont
JeRUsALeM PeACebUILDeRs
P.o. box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHeDRAL CHURCH 
oF ALL sAInTs
818 e. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

(Continued from previous page) Mobile, Alabama
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
115 s. Conception st.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Tucson, Arizona
sT. PHILIP’s In THe HILLs
4440 n Campbell Ave.
520.299.6421
stphilipstucson.org

Carlsbad, California
sT. MICHAeL’s bY-THe-seA
2775 Carlsbad blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

Denver, Colorado
sAInT JoHn’s CATHeDRAL
1350 washington st.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In ConneCTICUT
290 Pratt street, box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIsT CHURCH, GeoRGeTown
31st and o sts. nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

orlando, Florida
sT. MARY oF THe AnGeLs
6316 Matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

oviedo, Florida
CAnTeRbURY ReTReAT 
& ConFeRenCe CenTeR
1601 Alafaya Trail • 407.365.5571
canterburyretreat.org

Parrish, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHwesT
FLoRIDA
8005 25th st. e. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Vero beach, Florida
TRInITY CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
2230 walton way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

savannah, Georgia
THe CoLLeGIATe CHURCH
oF sT. PAUL THe APosTLe
1802 Abercorn st. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Indianapolis, Indiana
DIoCese oF InDIAnAPoLIs
1100 w. 42nd st. • 317.926.5454
indydio.org

Lafayette, Louisiana
CHURCH oF THe AsCensIon
1030 Johnston st. • 337.232.2732
ascensionlafayette.com

new orleans, Louisiana
DIoCese oF LoUIsIAnA
1623 7th st. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Chevy Chase, Maryland
ALL sAInTs CHURCH
3 Chevy Chase Circle
301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

Potomac, Maryland
sT. FRAnCIs CHURCH
10033 River Rd • 301.365.2055
stfrancispotomac.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACe CHURCH
1815 Hall st. se • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In MInnesoTA
1730 Clifton Pl., ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

st. Louis, Missouri
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
110 n. warson Road
314.993.2306
stpetersepiscopal.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIoCese oF MIssIssIPPI
118 n. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, new Mexico
DIoCese oF THe RIo GRAnDe
6400 Coors blvd. nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

santa Fe, new Mexico
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAITH
311 e. Palace Ave. • 505.982.4447
holyfaithchurchsf.org

Cooperstown, new York
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, new York
DIoCese oF LonG IsLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Greenwich, new York
DIoCese oF ALbAnY
580 burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

new York, new York
GRACe CHURCH
802 broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

Troy, new York
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
146 1st st. • 518.274.5884
stjohnstroy.org

Durham, north Carolina
sT. sTePHen’s CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PennsYLVAnIA
3717 Chestnut st., ste. 300
215.627.6434
diopa.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PITTsbURGH
325 oliver Avenue, suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, south Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY
CoMMUnIon
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, south Carolina
DIoCese oF UPPeR
soUTH CARoLInA
1115 Marion st. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
700 s. Upper broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. AUGUsTIne’s oAK CLIFF
1302 w. Kiest blvd. • 214.371.3441
staugustinesoakcliff.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIoCese oF FoRT woRTH
2900 Alemeda st.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

SPONSORS

THE LIVING CHURCH Partners 2017



Las Vegas, nevada
DIoCese oF neVADA
9480 s. eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Trenton, new Jersey
DIoCese oF new JeRseY
808 w state st. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, new York
CoMMUnITY oF sT. MARY
eAsTeRn PRoVInCe
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

Henrietta, new York
DIoCese oF RoCHesTeR
3825 e. Henrietta Rd. ste. 100
585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

new York, new York
CALVARY–sT. GeoRGe’s
61 Gramercy Park n.
646.723.4178
calvarystgeorges.org

new York, new York
CHRIsT & sT. sTePHen’s
CHURCH
120 w. 69th st. • 212.787.2755
csschurch.org 

new York, new York
CHURCH oF THe
TRAnsFIGURATIon
1 e. 29th st. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Chapel Hill, north Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAMILY
200 Hayes Rd. • 919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Kinston, north Carolina
DIoCese oF eAsT CARoLInA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
sT. MICHAeL’s CHURCH
1520 Canterbury Rd.
919.782.0731
holymichael.org

winston-salem, north Carolina
sT. TIMoTHY’s CHURCH
2575 Parkway Dr. • 336.765.0294
sttimothysws.org

Fargo, north Dakota
DIoCese oF noRTH DAKoTA
3600 25th st. s. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
sT. AnDRew’s CHURCH
5801 Hampton st. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosePH oF ARIMATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Memphis, Tennessee
DIoCese oF wesT Tennessee
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH oF THe sAVIoR
110 s. Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. MATTHew’s CATHeDRAL
5100 Ross Ave. • 214.823.8134
episcopalcathedral.org

Denton, Texas
sT. DAVID oF wALes
623 ector st. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Houston, Texas
sT. FRAnCIs CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd.
713.782.1270
sfch.org

Irving, Texas
CHURCH oF THe ReDeeMeR
2700 warren Cir. • 972.255.4171
redeemer-irving.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIoCese oF noRTHwesT
TeXAs
1802 broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

Tyler, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
118 s. bois d’Arc • 903.597.9854
christchurchtyler.org

waco, Texas
CHURCH oF THe HoLY sPIRIT
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Charlottesville, Virginia
CHRIsT CHURCH
120 High st. w. • 434.293.2347
christchurchcville.org

seattle, washington
DIoCese oF oLYMPIA
1551 10th Ave. e • 206.325.4200
ecww.org

Delavan, wisconsin
CHRIsT CHURCH
503 e. walworth Ave.
262.728.5292
christchurchdelavan.com

Phoenix, Arizona
DIoCese oF ARIZonA 
114 w. Roosevelt st.
602.254.0976
azdiocese.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIoCese oF DeLAwARe
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

Maitland, Florida
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
331 Lake Ave. • 407.644.5350
goodshepherdmaitland.com

Miami, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHeAsT
FLoRIDA
525 n.e. 15 st. • 305.373.0881
diosef.org

orlando, Florida
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
oF sT. LUKe
130 n. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Ponte Vedra beach, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
400 san Juan Dr. • 904.285.6127
christepiscopalchurch.org

santa Rosa beach, Florida
CHRIsT THe KInG CHURCH
480 n. County Hwy. 393
850.267.3332
christthekingfl.org

south bend, Indiana
DIoCese oF noRTHeRn
InDIAnA
117 n. Lafayette blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIoCese oF IowA
225 37th st. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

Portland, Maine
DIoCese oF MAIne
143 state st. • 207.772-1953
episcopalmaine.org

boston, Massachusetts
THe CHURCH oF THe ADVenT
30 brimmer st. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

boston, Massachusetts
DIoCese oF MAssACHUseTTs
138 Tremont st. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

springfield, Massachusetts
DIoCese oF wesTeRn
MAssACHUseTTs
37 Chestnut st. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Kerrville, Texas
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
320 saint Peter st.
830.257.8162z
stpeterskerrville.com

Midland, Texas
TRInITY sCHooL oF MIDLAnD
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLen
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

san Antonio, Texas
DIoCese oF wesT TeXAs
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

salt Lake City, Utah
DIoCese oF UTAH
75 s. 200 east • 800.343.4756
episcopal-ut.org

Charlottesville, Virginia
MoCKInGbIRD MInIsTRIes
100 w. Jefferson st. 
434.293.2347
mbird.com

Fairfax, Virginia
TRURo AnGLICAn CHURCH
10520 Main st. • 703.273.1300
truroanglican.com

Richmond, Virginia
DIoCese oF VIRGInIA
110 w. Franklin st. • 800.DIoCese
thediocese.net

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCese oF wesT VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia st. e.
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCese oF FonD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. ste. 1b
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

soCIeTY oF MARY
AMeRICAn ReGIon
superior: Fr. John D. Alexander
114 George st.
Providence, RI 02906-1189
somamerica.org

ASSOCIATES



New from Church Publishing

Church Publishing products can be ordered by calling 
1.800.242.1918, online at churchpublishing.org, or through any 
Episcopal, religious, secular bookstore, or through any online 
bookseller.
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