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Jordan Hylden: “We Americans live in
a country in which more and more
people have more and more fears, and
fewer securities. By some measures we
are more free than we have ever been,
but we are also more alone” (see “Free
to Worship Him Without Fear,” p. 10).
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In the Episcopal Church

Indianapolis Picks Baskerville-Burrows

More Grants
for Church Growth
During its October meeting, Executive
Council approved grants totaling
$1,797,000 for church planting and
Mission Enterprise Zones.

Resolution D005 and Resolution
A012, approved by General Conven-
tion in July 2015, authorized new and
continued funding for church plants
and Mission Enterprise Zones
throughout the Episcopal Church.
Newly created grants have been and
will be awarded to dioceses and al-
ready-established ministries exploring
possibilities for new initiatives or ex-
pansion. The resolutions also call for
the creation of a community of prac-
tice for equipping the church with re-
sources for assessment, coaching, net-
working, and sharing best practices.

The Rev. susan Brown snook of the
Diocese of Arizona, member of Execu-
tive Council and chairwoman of its lo-
cal Ministry and Mission Committee,
said that church planting “is some of
the most exciting work we see happen-
ing in our church today in the mission
priority area of evangelism. Just a few
years ago, we saw very few new church
initiatives in the Episcopal Church.

Panel Denies Two Motions
In the Title IV case involving Bishop J. Jon Bruno, the Hearing Panel has
denied two motions, one from the bishop seeking that it dismiss or stay
complaints centered on Corporation sole’s action to sell real property in
Newport Beach, and another through which the complainants sought an
interim order to obtain occupancy of the church campus.

The announcement came Oct. 28, two days after the Hearing Panel’s
meeting in Chicago, where Bishop Bruno was represented by Canon
Richard Zevnik, chancellor of the Diocese of los Angeles.

In a separate action, the Orange County superior Court has ruled in fa-
vor of the bishop as Corporation sole, declaring that save st. James the
Great has no standing to challenge the property sale. An appeal hearing,
“once briefing is complete, reasonably may be expected in mid-2017,”
Zevnik said.

Diocese of Los Angeles

scheduled for April 29 at Butler Uni-
versity’s Clowes Memorial Hall.

The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick
plans to retire next spring.

The annual convention of the Diocese
of Indianapolis elected the Rev. Jennifer
Baskerville-Burrows as the diocese’s
11th bishop on Oct. 28. Baskerville-
Burrows led by a wide margin on the
first ballot, and she was elected on the
second ballot. Baskerville-Burrows
serves as director of networking for the
Diocese of Chicago and serves as a spir-
itual director.

she is from New york, ordained by
the Diocese of Central New york, and
a graduate of smith College, Cornell
University, and the Church Divinity
school of the Pacific. she has expertise
in historic preservation and a passion

for issues including gun violence pre-
vention, justice, and racial and class
reconciliation.

“The Episcopal Church is where I
found my relationship with Jesus some
30 years ago,” she said. “It teaches me
that the world is filled with incredible
beauty and unspeakable pain and that
God is deeply in the midst of it all lov-
ing us fiercely. so each day, nourished
by the sacraments and stories of our
faith, the beauty of our liturgical tradi-
tion, the wide embrace of this Chris-
tian community, I learn over and over
again how to live without fear.”

Her consecration as a bishop is

Mediation for Diocese of lexington
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has
recommended mediation between the
Diocese of lexington and the Rt. Rev.
Douglas Hahn.

Bishop Curry and Bishop Hahn
agreed to a one-year suspension of
Hahn’s ministry when it became clear
that Hahn had committed adultery

while still a priest and had not disclosed
it to the diocese before he was elected.

The standing committee has asked
for a dissolution of the diocese’s rela-
tionship with Bishop Hahn. If the me-
diation does not yield a solution, the
case proceeds to a committee and pos-
sibly to the House of Bishops.

Baskerville-Burrows
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Now, we see an inspiring variety of
new ideas, energy, and enthusiasm for
reaching new people with the good
news of Christ through new and cre-
ative initiatives to plant new congrega-
tions, in both traditional and nontra-
ditional ways.”

she reported that so far this trien-
nium, 68 applications have been re-
ceived. “Of these, 34 were approved
and 34 were recommended for denial,”
she said.

“This is an exciting new moment in
the life of the Episcopal Church and
we are thrilled by the energy and will-
ingness of the church to follow Jesus in
new ways into our communities and
neighborhoods,” said the Rev. Jane
Gerdsen, chairwoman of the Genesis
Group (General Convention Advisory
Group on Church Planting). “This new
energy is represented not only in the
number of submissions, but more im-
portantly the diversity of places, peo-
ple, and expressions of the Episcopal
branch of the Jesus Movement. We
want to encourage and celebrate all

who are part of this movement.”
The 34 initiatives approved include

12 new church plants, seven new Mis-
sion Enterprise Zones, five discern-
ment grants, seven renewal grants for
church plants originally funded in the
2013-15 triennium, and three renewal
grants for Mission Enterprise Zones
originally funded in the 2013-15 tri-
ennium.

The new church plants include nine
latino churches, two focused on young
adults, one on the homeless popula-
tion, and several focused on other eth-
nic ministry groups. All of the Mission
Enterprise Zones grants focus on pop-
ulations that are under-represented in
the Episcopal Church.

Office of Public Affairs

Navajoland stands
with sioux
The Episcopal Church in Navajoland
has declared itself in solidarity with the
people of standing Rock and is send-

ing clergy to North Dakota to help pro-
vide “protective witness” for those
protesting the Dakota Access Pipeline.

In an Oct. 31 statement sent to TlC
by email, the Rt. Rev. David Bailey and
the people of ECN said the Diné sup-
port the standing Rock sioux’s “strug-
gle to protect sacred lands and clean
water” and said the people of standing
Rock are defending their human rights
by protesting the pipeline, which
would be built through sensitive na-
tive lands.

“We declare along with them that
their struggle to protect their land,
their sacred sites, and their water is a
human rights issue, and must be
treated as such, not as criminal acts,”
the statement said.

“To incarnate our commitment to
this cause, I am sending the Rev.
Canon Cornelia Eaton and Deacon
leon sampson to represent us as we
stand in solidarity with standing
Rock,” Bailey said. The clergy were
there Nov. 3 for a day of protective wit-
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Navajoland
(Continued from previous page)

provements, with the remainder used
for planning, technical assistance,
coaching, and program oversight.

The initial group of grant recipients
was announced Nov. 2 at Chicago’s his-
toric Quinn Chapel A.M.E. Church,
one of the recipients. These houses of
worship will begin receiving some
services immediately and will be eligi-
ble for a capital grant in the course of
the next year.

“The National Fund culminates 28
years of partners’ work to affirm and
support the civic value of America’s
older churches,” said Bob Jaeger, pres-
ident of Partners for sacred Places.
“We believe that the capital grants and
other services provided by the Fund
will encourage other donors and civic
leaders to join our effort to preserve
sacred places that anchor and serve our
communities in powerful ways. The
Fund also represents another impor-
tant chapter in Partners’ long and pro-
ductive relationship with the National
Trust.”

Applications are now being accepted
for the next round of grants, which will
be awarded in the fall of 2017.

“We are delighted to join in this
partnership with Partners and the lilly
Endowment to help more sacred places
thrive, now and well into the future,”
said stephanie Meeks, president and
CEO of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. “Churches are often both
the oldest and most beautiful buildings
in our communities. They are the rock
that continues to sustain us as a people,

ness in solidarity with the standing
Rock sioux Nation and with protesters.

The statement cited ECN members’
baptismal imperative as Episcopalians
to “strive for justice and peace among
all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being.”

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop
and Primate Michael Curry continued
support for the protest by requesting
prayers on Nov. 3 for the standing
Rock sioux Nation and all those gath-
ered in support of the advocacy efforts.

$14 Million Fund
for Church Facilities
Partners for sacred Places and the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation
have announced a $14 million Na-
tional Fund for sacred Places to assist
churches in need of repair and restora-
tion. Two Episcopal churches, Christ
Church in Philadelphia and Trinity-
st. Peter’s Church in san Francisco, are
among the first 14 recipients.

The fund will provide up to
$250,000 in capital grants, in addition
to planning grants and an array of
services, for at least 50 individual con-
gregations from a diversity of faiths
over four years.

The National Fund for sacred Places
is a collaboration that builds on Part-
ners for sacred Places’ decades of work
helping churches use best stewardship
practices with their historic facilities in
order to strengthen, serve, and cele-
brate their communities for the com-
mon good.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation is the nation’s leading
preservation organization, with more
than 60 years of advocacy and grant-
making to preserve America’s diverse
history.

The fund was launched with two
grants totaling nearly $14 million from
the Indiana-based lilly Endowment
Inc. Through this initiative, $10 mil-
lion will be disbursed for capital im-

Christ Church, Philadelphia
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bringing us together in service and
worship.”

Details about the application
process, eligibility requirements, and
selection criteria are available by visit-
ing the National Fund for sacred
Places.

Episcopal News Service

Bishops Reflect
on Advent
 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and
three of his counterparts in North
America have worked together on Lib-
erated by God’s Grace, a set of weekly
devotions for Advent.

Bishop Curry’s reflection, “salvation
— Not for sale,” is for Advent 3.

The other bishops and their topics are:
• The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Pre-

siding Bishop, Evangelical lutheran
Church in America (“liberated by
God’s Grace”)

• The Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, Primate,
Anglican Church of Canada (“Creation

— Not for sale”)
• The Rev. susan C. Johnson, Na-

tional Bishop, Evangelical lutheran
Church in Canada (“Human Beings —
Not for sale”)

The devotions may be downloaded
for websites, bulletin inserts, and
church programs, and used as discus-
sion points.

In the Anglican Communion

sobering Numbers
Not long after his appointment as sec-
retary general of the Archbishop’s
Council, the top lay job in the Church
of England, William Nye conceded
that it would take time to reverse the
trend of decline in attendance.

statistics released Oct. 28 revealed
the truth of that observation. The
trend of decline has not bottomed out.
While the Church of England tried to
put a positive spin on the figures —
with 960,000 attending services each
week — the latest statistics show it has

lost one in seven worshippers in the
last decade.

One bright note: Christmas-service
attendance in 2015 jumped by more
than 5 percent to 2.5 million compared
to 2014. Advent services and civic carol
services seem to be nudging upward.
Combined Christmas and Advent
services (with some overlap) attracted
2.7 million people; 1.3 million at-
tended church for Easter.

A new statistic shows the number of
children attending worship fell by 23
percent in the decade until 2015, with
infant and child baptisms down from
130,000 to around 110,000.

The church is investing heavily in
growth through its Renewal & Reform
project.

“These figures represent a realistic
assessment of where we start from in
terms of weekly attendance,” Nye said.
“We are confident in a hopeful future
where our love of God and service of
neighbor will form the basis for future
growth.”

John Martin
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cussion began last year in Wales.
last year, an AOOIC communiqué

recommended omitting the Filioqué
— the clause and the son, which West-
ern churches added to “who proceeds
from the Father” without global con-
sensus — from the Nicene Creed. The
Anglican co-chair of the commission,
the Rt. Rev. Gregory Cameron, Bishop
of st. Asaph, said then that it had “long
been a source of contention between
Western and Eastern Christians.”

The communiqué said the AOOIC
“continued its reflection on the second
part of its Agreed statement on pneu-
matology, ‘The sending of the Holy
spirit in Time (Economia).’”

The new agreement says: “In a world
of enforced displacement and fearful
arrival; in a world of accelerated move-
ment; in a world of war-torn fragmen-
tation and courageous martyrdom; the
Holy spirit, the Comforter, transcends
time and space and yet inhabits both.
The same spirit is sent to commission
and empower the weak to be strong,
the humble to be courageous, and the
poor to be comforted and blessed in a
fallen world that is upheld by the prov-
idence and grace of God the Trinity
who makes all things new in faith and
hope and love.”

Gavin Drake, ACNS

Archbisop Addresses
Muslim Elders
The Archbishop of Canterbury led a
delegation of Anglican leaders to a
Muslim Council of Elders meeting in
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. The
elders met in early November to dis-
cuss integration, religious freedom,
and flourishing societies.

In his keynote address to the confer-
ence, Archbishop Justin Welby praised
Abu Dhabi for having “taken practical
steps to enable religious minorities to
meet, teach, worship, and express
themselves.”

“It shows a confidence in granting
freedom and a self-confidence which is
fitting and proper. We can only be

news | november 27, 2016

st. Davids in Wales
Elects a Woman
The Church in Wales has elected the
first woman to serve it as a bishop. The
Rev. Canon Joanna Penberthy, 56, rec-
tor of Glan Ithon near llandrindod
Wells, Powys, will become Bishop of
st. Davids, succeeding the Rt. Rev.
Wyn Evans, who has
retired.

It took a 47-member
electoral college two
days to make the deci-
sion as it met behind
locked doors in the
historic st. Davids
Cathedral. Canon Pen-
berthy will become the
129th Bishop of st. Davids in Pem-
brokeshire, coastal mid-Wales.

The Church in Wales decided in
2013 to welcome women as bishops.
The bishop-elect was educated at
Newnham College in Cambridge and
st. John’s school of Mission, Notting-
ham. she completed ordination train-
ing at Cranmer Hall, Durham, in 1983.
The Most Rev. Barry Morgan, Arch-
bishop of Wales, hailed the election as
a historic moment.

Canon Penberthy began ministry as
a deacon in Cardiff, serving from 1985
to 1989. she then filled non-stipendi-
ary roles in Cardiff, st. Asaph, and st.
Davids between 1987 and 1995. she
was the first woman appointed a canon
of st. Davids Cathedral.

Anglican-Orthodox
Unity on Holy spirit
The dialogue between the Anglican
Communion and the Oriental Ortho-
dox Churches has reached further
agreement on the theological under-
standing of the Holy spirit. The An-
glican Oriental Orthodox Interna-
tional Commission (AOOIC) met
Oct. 5-10 in Beirut to continue its dis-
cussion of the Holy spirit. That dis-

Penberthy
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grateful for the clear thinking ex-
pressed here,” he said.

Welby thanked Abu Dhabi’s author-
ities for their support of st. Andrew’s
Anglican Church. “It is to the credit of
the authorities and government here
that Christian worship has been al-
lowed to flourish and grow, and we
thank you again,” he said. “I am con-
cerned that this is becoming the ex-
ception rather than the rule though in
many parts of the world.”

Abp. Welby said the Church of Eng-
land is “at the forefront of advocating
the rights of Muslim communities to
establish schools, madrassahs, and
mosques across the country.”

“We have established and partici-
pated in faith forums where the collec-
tive voice of faith communities in a
largely secular society can be heard
more clearly. It is a cause for celebra-
tion that faith communities play such a
vibrant role in every [stratum] of
British life and society,” he said. “But
the increasing integration of Muslim
communities within British society, in
which we rejoice, is in stark contrast to
the increasing marginalization of and
outright hostility to Christian commu-
nities within many parts of the world,
not least in significant parts of the
Middle East.”

The Most Rev. Josiah Idowu-Fearon,
secretary general of the Anglican
Communion, was unable to travel to
Abu Dhabi, but in a written speech he
stressed that all human beings are part
of one family and all are made in the
image of God. shunila Ruth, a member
of the Anglican Consultative Council
from the Church of Pakistan, delivered
the speech on his behalf.

“All human beings have one God,
their Creator; one father, Adam; and
one mother, Eve,” his speech said. “I
believe the plight of modernity could
begin to heal if human beings remem-
bered their common origins.

“Human beings did not appear on
this earth by their own will. Rather,
someone else willed that human beings
inhabit earth. someone else prepared
the earth and sun in perfect balance to
make life possible. I believe if people
were to recall this simple fact, they
would proceed in the right direction.”

Gavin Drake, ACNS

More Honors for
Archbishop luwum
Nearly 40 years after the martyrdom
of Archbishop Janani luwum, the
Church of Uganda has announced it
wants to turn the building where he
died into a place of pilgrimage. The
Archbishop was murdered by the dic-
tator Idi Amin on Feb. 16, 1977, after
being detained at the Nakasero state
Research Bureau, widely known as
Amin’s slaughterhouse.

In 2015, Uganda’s President yoweri
Museveni declared Feb. 16 a national
holiday known as st. Janani luwum
Day. The late archbishop was a leading
critic of the Amin regime’s excesses.
Amin displaced President Milton
Obote in a coup in 1971. In 1977 he de-
livered a note protesting against arbi-
trary killings and unexplained disap-
pearances. shortly afterward he and
other church leaders were arrested on
charges of treason.

luwum and others were paraded at
a rally organized by Amin in the capi-

tal city of Kampala. He was accused of
being an agent of Obote and support-
ing an attempted coup. The next day
Radio Uganda announced that he and
two detained cabinet ministers, Wil-
son Oryema and Charles Oboth
Ofumbi, were killed in a car collision.

The regime said the men had tried to
overpower the driver. When the Arch-
bishop’s body was released to relatives,
however, it was riddled with bullets. He
had been shot through the mouth and
three bullets penetrated his chest.

Janani luwum was survived by his
widow, Mary, and nine children. He
was buried in his home village,
Mucwini, in the Kitgum area of north-
ern Uganda.

The Provincial Assembly of the
Church of Uganda has formally asked
the government to designate the state
Research Bureau headquarters as a re-
ligious tourism and pilgrimage site.

The church has asked the same for the
village of Mucwini. The Diocese of Kit-
gum, which owns the site, plans to use it
for a university, a hospital, a martyrs’ vil-
lage, a TV station, and a museum.
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By Jordan Hylden

The morning after Election Day
in America, I asked myself and a
few friends: What frightens you

the most? For me, it was war. But I do
not have to fear for my family’s safety.
I am not made to feel unwelcome in
any room. I am secure in my job, my
home, my family, my little church, my
healthcare. I am respected and not de-
spised. The system works for me.

We Americans live in a country in
which more and more people have
more and more fears, and fewer secu-
rities. By some measures we are more
free than we have ever been, but we are
also more alone. We are free to do any-
thing we wish, but more and more of
us doubt that anything we do can make
a difference. Trump voters in West Vir-
ginia, Bernie voters in California, Oc-
cupy Wall street activists in New york,
and Black lives Matter activists in Mis-
souri, all agree: the system is rigged.
Arguably this election was won by a
large new coalition of Americans who
believe the system is rigged against
them: rural and rust-belt working-class
whites, the people J.D. Vance writes of
in Hillbilly Elegy.

Who has rigged the system? There is
usually an assumed answer to that
question, sotto voce or out in the open:
It is the financiers, the fat cats, maybe
the Jews; it is Washington and all of

the politicians; or maybe it’s the blacks,
the racist bigots out in the country, the
liberals, the media, Big Oil, the haters.
Anyhow, there is more than enough
evidence on my Facebook feed to con-
firm that it is all their fault. I had noth-
ing to do with it.

America is a free country, so we have
always said about ourselves. The idea
was that there would be no system, no
rigging, no hierarchies or restricting
traditions, but only free individuals
joining together to make a new and
better world: novus ordo seclorum. The
trouble is that we cannot seem to get
away from the system. The more we
hack away at it, the more it creeps up
again, but now somehow invisible, im-
pervious, far away and outside our
control. We are not pulling the levers,
wherever they are, so it must be them.

We say we are free, but more of us
feel alone, afraid, angry, despised, and
powerless. The freedom America
brought has begun to feel like a free-
dom from community, shared values,
stability, security, family, and dignity.
Does it need to be? Do all of those
words really mean, without quite say-
ing: My community, our shared values,
my tribe’s stability and security and not
yours?

In the Bible, freedom is an ambigu-
ous word. It was a very great good

for the Israelites to be liberated from

slavery in Egypt! But the very first
thing the children of Israel did with
their freedom was worship a golden
calf. And so God brought them to Mt.
sinai, where they were given the law
and commanded to teach it to their
children’s children. They were given
the Temple, to worship God and make
atonement for sin. They were given
the land and a king in Zion. But the
children of Israel worshiped idols all
the same, and their kings became
lovers of power and money, and the
twelve tribes turned on each other.
And so in the fullness of time they
were given the lamb of God and the
King of Kings, the great deliverer from
every enemy and the perfect atone-
ment for sin. In the Church we are
given all of this too, by God’s grace.
Blessed be the lord, the God of Israel!
For in Christ’s body we are set free to
worship him without fear, all the days of
our life (luke 1:74).

Here is no rigged system, but a God
in whose service is perfect freedom, in
whose son is pardon and deliverance
from all our sins, and in whose Church
is perfect communion, as all join to-
gether with one voice in praise and
thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen!

There are no shortcuts to this free-
dom: no way to get there without God
and his saving and sanctifying gifts. In-
sofar as American freedom has told us
that we could, it has all been a lie, just

Free to Worship Him Without Fear

Reflections on the Election

Michael Warren photoAbandoned storefronts in Williston, Florida, southwest of Gainesville
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another golden calf. Insofar as our
church has bought into this lie, we too
have bowed the knee to Baal. But God
has given us everything we need to fol-
low him now, without any fear. We

Five Narratives on Donald Trump

fearful, divided, lonely, angry world
into one people of God, in Christ’s bro-
ken and risen body. That is where
God’s politics begins, as it always has.
Thanks be to God.

have the Word to teach to our chil-
dren’s children. We have the gospel to
proclaim, sins to confess and absolve.
We have all of the gifts of God we will
ever need to draw together a broken,

By Ian s. Markham

In the next few months and years,
countless attempts will be made to
understand this extraordinary elec-

tion cycle; few pundits imagined that a
real-estate tycoon and TV celebrity
could sweep aside the Republican Es-
tablishment and then beat the Clinton
machine in the General Election. The
center of gravity of the Episcopal
Church is firmly identified with pro-
gressive social causes. We have, in re-
cent years, taken pride in our decisions
on lGBT issues; we are delighted to
have elected our first woman Presiding
Bishop, then followed by the first
African American. We have enjoyed
telling ourselves that demographics
(both in terms of American cultural
diversity and the worldview of Millen-
nials) are on our side. If any faith tra-
dition can make it in urban, diverse,
progressive America, we have felt that
we can.

Then Trump won, and many are reel-
ing. Those of us specializing in Christian
ethics have an obligation to work out
what is happening. We need to “read the
signs of the times” (Matt. 16:3). so let us
consider the main competing narratives
that are already emerging.

The first is the local narrative. This is
where we focus on the details of the
campaign. For some, the Democrats
should have persuaded Joe Biden to
run. For others, the villain is FBI Di-
rector James Comey and the ill-judged
letter he sent to Congress on Oct. 28.
At that point, the election moved from
a preoccupation with the Billy Bush
video conversation to Hillary Clinton’s
email server; the polls moved at the
same time.

The second is a reassertion of racist
America. The original sin of America,
so the arguments goes, is racism. Here

was a candidate attractive to David
Duke and the KKK, willing to ban
Muslims and to build walls against un-
documented immigrants. America
showed its true colors: once racist

America had the candidate available,
they seized the opportunity to vote for
this hatred.

The third is the American Arab
spring narrative, which blends the
overthrow of corrupt regimes in the
Middle East with Brexit. We are seeing
a revolt against the political establish-
ment. left or Right, people are tired of
self-serving elites who do not care suf-
ficiently for the regular lives of citizens.
Trump promised to “drain the swamp
in Washington.” Now the outsider has
arrived.

The fourth is the reassertion of an
American traditional Christianity iden-
tity. There is an irony here. Trump is no
Ted Cruz. There is little evidence of any
Christian practice in Trump’s life. How-
ever, with a supreme Court vacancy,
there are plenty of Americans who are
not ready to charge into the abortion-
on-demand utopia, with all and every
sexual identity affirmed, and the con-
striction of individual gun rights. Polls

Bastiaan slabbers photo

consistently show that Americans
worry about third-trimester abortions,
and agree that “a mother and a father
committed in marriage provide the best
framework for raising children.” This
group celebrated Trump’s willingness
to challenge politically correct speech.
They felt they were allowed to be them-
selves again.

The final narrative is the economic
critique. Too many communities have
died at the hands of globalization and
technology, and those living in these
communities have finally found a can-
didate who articulates their frustration.
Bernie sanders tapped into the same
phenomenon. Many of his supporters
were not ready to support Clinton, the
person who was paid handsomely for
making speeches to major bankers —
the very bankers who created such
devastation in our economy in 2008.
Trump’s argument about border secu-
rity and his anti-globalization rhetoric
played well.

In my judgment there is truth in all
five of these narratives. Indeed, one

could make the case that Trump’s
achievement was to bring these five
narratives together and build his win-
ning coalition. Trump made effective
use of Clinton’s email server and the
endless hacked emails. Trump did con-
verse with the alt-right. He is a believer
in various conspiracy theories that cir-
culate in extreme right-wing groups.
On the Arab spring revolt, he was the
vintage outsider up against the vintage
insider. On the conservative Christi-
anity front, he promised pro-life and
Originalist nominees for the supreme
Court. And everyone underestimated
the extent and despair of small-town
America.

A further assessment creates an op-
(Continued on next page)
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portunity for the Episcopal Church.
We love the word inclusion, so let us
reaffirm afresh that we include those
who are socially conservative. We
include those who live in small-
town America. We honor those
voices and want them at the table.
But let us also recognize that an
election is never the end in a healthy
democracy: it is the start. Elected of-
ficials need to listen to the people.
And we should be ready to oppose
and demonstrate against any unjust
law. We should be ready to stand
alongside those who are afraid —
the Muslim (afraid of being
banned), the African American
(afraid of unchecked law enforce-
ment), the latino and latina person
(afraid of being harassed), and the
lGBT person (who seeks various le-
gal protections). We need to put
pressure on those who have been
elected and ask them to shape legis-
lation that is just and appropriate.

But as I finish this exhausting
electoral cycle, I am left with a larger
question. In The End of History
(1992), Francis Fukuyama argued
that Western liberal democracy is
the final form of national govern-
ment. 25 years on, this looks very
misguided. Trump’s convictions are
not obvious, yet his criticism of
global trade and advocacy of secure
borders seem to run deeper than
other parts of his rhetoric. The
mantra of the global movement of
goods, services, and people, which
seemed to have done so well in the
1990s, is not working anymore. Too
many people are being left behind;
they are frustrated and afraid. These
are questions we need to answer:
Can the neo-liberal capitalism of
Western democracies be modified
to work more effectively for those
on the margins? Or are we searching
for something much more funda-
mental? Perhaps this is the time to
dust off our copies of Das Kapital
and look at more radical proposals.

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, dean
and president of Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary, is its professor of theol-
ogy and Christian ethics.

(Continued from previous page)

By Christopher Wells

Commenting on a major event
like the election of Donald J.
Trump to the presidency of the

United states within 24 hours of its oc-
currence is a challenge, but worth at-
tempting for the sake of seriousness
and encouragement.

The whole world is now witnessing
major political shifts amid continued
decline of confidence in institutions,
massive migrations, and widening dis-
parities of opportunity and resource
between north and south and between
the privileged few and the great ma-
jority in every nation. In such a context
of destabilization, questions of law and
order and fear of the Other naturally
arise. sadly, so does devolved political
discourse, as too many turn to silos of
right thought, carefully curated on so-
cial media and in our preferred neigh-
borhoods, schools, and defined and
defended churches. My own Episcopal
Church, once “the Republican Party at
prayer,” now incubates the converse,
with many leaders feeling no com-
punction about publicly endorsing one
candidate, running down the opposi-
tion, and then lamenting defeat as if

they have no friends or family on the
other “side,” and no experience or
comprehension of their vulnerabilities.

People of good will with college ed-
ucations and those who may be char-
acterized as economic liberals, for
whom the system generally works well:
we “moderate,” middle-class folks, who
know how to speak in acceptable ways
and who have good taste, need to face
into the divisions in our country (and
the world) by learning to listen, and
speak respectfully, to non-secular non-
elites. More than that, our ideals, in-
cluding freedom of worship and ex-
pression and “the principle that we are
all equal in rights and dignity” — val-
ues that we “cherish and defend,” as
secretary Clinton insisted in her con-
cession speech: these very values must
lead us to work across party lines in a
spirit of cooperative friendship. In the
process, we will find that justice and
good order, and the rule of law, are best
defended in reasonable partnership
with those across the aisle. For Chris-
tians, these are simply non-negotiables,
baked into the cake of our identity and
witness in truth and reconciliation
when they are faithfully borne.

Much of what Mr. Trump said on

‘Come, lord Jesus’; 
Get Back to Work

Bastiaan slabbers photo
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the campaign trail, and aspects of his
character and past behavior, are dis-
tressing. I worry, with David Brooks,
about the “scary” drift of world politics
— across England and Europe, Asia,
the Middle East, and the global south
— as too many turn to “authoritarian
personality types.” While legitimate
questions may be asked about global
trade and national borders, and about
larger patterns of development and un-
der-development, we should reject
facile anti-immigrant policy proposals
and any and all retrievals of nativist
sentiment. On Anglican principle we
should uphold and defend the contin-
ued usefulness of the post-World War
II institutions that have done so much
to ensure peace and prosperity among
nations, notwithstanding the nearly
endless wars of the last 75 years.

At the same time, we need better,
fairer protections for the most vulner-
able in our country, and here Mr.
Trump and senator sanders at least
agreed in diagnosing our ills. It seems
significant that many protest votes
were cast — by not voting, or voting
for a third-party candidate —  by evan-
gelicals, persons of color, and millen-
nials, and this ate into Clinton’s carry-
ing what was the Obama coalition. As
noted by Amy Walter, while Trump
turned out the white vote by just one
more point than Mitt Romney accord-
ing to national exit polls, Clinton did
“markedly worse among non-white
voters” than President Obama in 2012.
To be sure, Trump captured the work-
ing class and poor, post-industrial vote,
but it was not monochrome and it was
more than Republican. Most deeply,
the division of our moment separates
the often-secular elites from the often-
religious ordinary folks tired of being
talked down to, dismissed, and disre-
spected. We all should read J.D. Vance’s
Hillbilly Elegy, and understand how
vulgarity, racism, and tribalism have
long since been set loose in our politics
and culture, on right and left, for which
all must take responsibility in the name
of civilization.

President-elect Trump, President
Obama, and secretary Clinton

need our prayers and gratitude for
their readiness to serve, and they will

Most deeply, the
division of our
moment separates the
often-secular elites
from the often-
religious ordinary
folks tired of being
talked down to,
dismissed, and
disrespected. 
need our help to ensure that their gra-
cious statements in the wake of the
election are amplified and put into
practice. We all, moreover, owe Mr.
Trump “an open mind,” as Mrs. Clin-
ton counseled, and we may take com-
fort in knowing that the work of gov-
ernment, when it is done, calls forth
compromises that defy easy classifica-
tion and can be claimed by all. Per-
haps, God helping him, President
Trump may make some progress here,
and all persons of good will should
provide encouragement to this end.

Christians will not quite be able to
agree with President Obama’s state-
ment that we are all Americans first.
But Christians in our country are at
least Americans second, and we should
strive to be good ones as the president
has urged, by presuming the good faith
of our fellow citizens and seeking com-
mon ground whenever and wherever
these may be had. Prescinding from
the process, perhaps to keep our hands
clean, is not helpful, and cynicism is al-
ways a practical failure, rooted in spir-
itual despair.

These are, in fact, Christian encour-
agements that we should know well
and be expert in exemplifying, modern
political democracy being, after all, a
Christian bequest to the secular world
in the wake of our own wars of religion
and recrimination. The school of
Christian unity-in-truth, indeed the
gospel itself, includes politics properly
practiced in the classical sense, and in
the sense presumed by our commit-
ment and call to good order, gover-

nance, and shared faith (see Eph. 4). 
It would be hard to think of a better

theme for the season of Advent, which
inculcates preparation for the prom-
ised apocalypse of our lord: the final
revelation and unveiling of his return,
judgment, and right ordering of all
things. As scripture and our tradition
teach, these are always upon us, in this
time between the times, and they form
our faith and hope for both justice and
mercy. Their practical payoff is due
“fear” that leads to humility and awe in
the face of our fleeting and fragile lives;
repentance for our sins, not shifting
blame to others (luke 18:9-14); resolve
to remain focused on the most impor-
tant, ultimate concerns; and the com-
mitment to living faithfully in the in-
terim, that is, with courage, joy, and
confidence in the promises of God.

This last issues in a curriculum for
our ecclesial life, before the eyes of the
watching world: Can we love each
other, and if so how? We talk a lot
about peace and reconciliation, but
what might they look like? How can
they be structured and invested in?
These are political questions that strike
to the heart of building and protecting
institutions. Christians — certainly
Anglicans and Episcopalians, drawing
on the deep wells of Augustinian the-
ology — have never been wary of
thinking through such things; they
have been a particular strength and
calling card. Have been. We need now
to go back to school, but not in the
name of unanimity in all things and
not in the name of silencing the oppo-
sition. Rather, with good disagreement
in view, we need robust argument and
respectful push and pull on the way to
reasonable compromise and protection
of conscience. Many of our leaders
have proposed this very thing as an ur-
gent task. 

If and as we take up the challenge for
the sake of our church and churches,
for the one Church, and for the salva-
tion of our souls, it will also be an
earnest of humble service to the king-
doms of this world in which we have
been placed to be light and life, to up-
hold truth, and to seek justice.

“Come, lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).
And make us instruments of your
peace.  o
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By Hannah Matis

Any church musician will tell you: the reason parish
conflicts about worship are so bitter is because it’s
never just about the music. Music is the community;

choices made about music and worship are choices made
about communal identity, both who is invited in and who is
subtly shut out. The Episcopal Church, poised between tra-
ditional prayer book worship and evangelical, contempo-
rary music, faces the challenge of rethinking evangelism
while remaining faithful to its traditions. When poor inno-
cents, smartphones in hand, wander into an Episcopal
church, is the first thing they meet a small library? Do we
meet them or do they have to walk a long, long way to meet
us?

On October 15, Virginia Theological seminary hosted a
conference, “liturgy, Music, and Context,” in association
with our Missional Voices series. Held at Immanuel Chapel,
the conference was a balance of worship, two keynote ad-
dresses, panel discussion, and small group interaction, de-
signed to prompt people’s thinking about these questions.

The first keynote address was by April stace Vega, a tal-
ented harpist and lecturer in theology and religious studies
at Marymount University in Arlington. she has recently
served as a consultant to the Diocese of Washington. Her
background as a contemporary Christian musician gives
her keen insight into what issues are in play when a com-
munity talks about, frets about, and fights about its music.

Music, she argues, is neither a “product” nor something
incidental to faith, but a substantial part of how faith and
theology are expressed and lived by individuals in their
daily lives. Music in church encompasses the entire web of
human relationships that make up that church; it’s always a
conversation. she also encourages us to expand the emo-
tional range and content of worship. Worship does not al-
ways have to be happy or affirming, she argues, and it

should be able to engage with grief, sadness, and lament.
A panel discussion, including worship leader Akila

O’Grady, Ellen Johnston (co-director of the seminary’s Cen-
ter for Music and liturgy), and VTs student Rick Bauer, ad-
dressed questions and issues familiar to parish clergy
wrestling with worship in their communities. They dis-
cussed the proper place for technology in worship, paper vs.
paperless services, the pastoral role often played by worship
leaders within the church, the challenges of tailoring music
and musical genres to different age groups within a congre-
gation, and the often fraught relationships between clergy
and church musicians, particularly when one party is trying
to implement change. Humility, respect, and clearly ex-
pressed expectations are at a premium in such conversa-
tions, which, after all, rely on mutual trust.

The second keynote lecture was by the Rev. James W.
Farwell, professor of theology and liturgy at VTs. Plan-

ning liturgy is a paradox, Farwell argued. Because liturgy is
worship offered to God, it has no other goals and should not
be planned as a means to an end, and yet we must plan.
How?

Farwell suggested that using the Ordo (1979 BCP, p. 400)
remains the best model for planning creative liturgy within
the Episcopal tradition. This list of necessary texts and
structures is not really a script for Rite III, but a blueprint for
faithful worship in our tradition. The Ordo’s governing
structure can be used to shape (and control) the rest. Good
liturgical advice is good liturgical advice, whether for a con-
temporary-feeling Ordo Eucharist or for a formal Rite I
service. The overall shape, sequence, and consequence of
liturgy are consistent, reflecting the movement of God’s
mission. As such, liturgy must move: no one bit, not even
your personal favorite, not even special music, should at-
tract undue attention or stop or stall the service. (This in-
cludes you, passing the peace.)

A teaching series on prayer book revision

It’s Never Just About the Music
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Farwell suggested additional guiding principles that may
strike a distant chord among graduates of Virginia semi-
nary. An excellent way to involve parishioners in liturgical
planning is to have them write the Prayers of the People,
unique to their particular context. Music within liturgy
should not be allowed to overwhelm or undermine the con-
viction that it is God who calls us into relationship, which
makes our response possible. In light of this, opening a
service with music or poetry is potentially risky if we want
to underscore that we are gathered together in the name of
the lord. likewise, the breaking of the bread should be
done in silence, without rushing too quickly into the frac-
tion anthem.

Keeping these guidelines in mind still allows for a con-
siderable degree of freedom and creativity in liturgical plan-
ning. For Episcopalians, holding to the anchor of the Ordo
goes some way toward answering what Vega identifies as
one of the principal concerns of more traditionally minded
congregations: the tendency of contemporary worship to
slide into individualistic performance.

The initial liturgical learning curve for a new member of
the Episcopal Church is high. On the other hand, that learn-
ing curve appeals to a certain kind of millennial turned off
by very stilted efforts to Make Church Cool Again. How one
squares that circle and how that seems to work for each

The initial liturgical learning curve for a
new member of the Episcopal Church is
high. On the other hand, that learning curve
appeals to a certain kind of millennial
turned off by very stilted efforts to Make

Church Cool Again.

particular context will vary; regardless, we need to be aware
that no decision about worship is “neutral” or “normal,”
and all decisions express the nature and identity of the com-
munity gathered in the name of the lord. What gave the
Oxford Movement its foundation of moral seriousness, as
much as its commitment to ecumenism, was its commit-
ment and service to parishes of urban poor. Evangelism
and liturgy have gone together before in the Anglican tra-
dition and, God willing and the people consenting, can do
so again.

Hannah Matis is assistant professor of church history at Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary and a contributor to Covenant.
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Assisi, the hillside birthplace
of St. Francis, comes alive every
Oct. 3, which marks the saint’s death in
1226. For many tourists the celebration
may involve nothing more than parties
that last late into the night. But piety and
refreshment await pilgrims.
Celebrations occur between the piazzas

of the medieval Umbrian hill town and in
the churches of Santa Maria degli Angeli, a
frazione (subdivision) at the foot of Assisi
about 5 kilometers away.
Another festival, Calendimaggio, occurs

in the first week of May. It is said to be
Assisi’s largest, grandest, and richest in
medieval atmosphere. But for Franciscan
pilgrims, October is the time to come. 

Photos by Matthew Townsend

Candlelight procession outside the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli

The Piazza del Comune on the east side of the town offered historical and musical entertainment with
distinctly European — but not necessarily Italian — flavor.  Actors brought colorful and exquisitely
made costumes to the celebrations, while the Scottish sounds of the Glaswegian St. Francis Pipe Band
echoed through the town’s narrow streets into the wee hours of October 3.

Religious events hit a fever pitch, with hourly Masses during the morning of October 4. Many
are held at the Basilica of St. Francis, on the westernmost side of Assisi. Worship attracts Chris-
tians from all walks of life — including pilgrims who dress the part. 

CULTURES
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A chalk artist creates a
portrait of a hooded
man. At the artist’s
knees is an image of a
wolf,  a creature St.
Francis was said to
miraculously tame,
which the artist
incorporates later.

Tourists explore Assisi during the Feast of St. Francis. Military and police were highly visible during the feast days.
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BOOKS

Review by stewart Clem

Margaret Farley may not be a
household name, but many
who are not familiar with her

work are at least familiar with the de-
bate surrounding her 2006 mono-
graph, Just Love: A Framework for
Christian Sexual Ethics. The book was
scrutinized by the Vatican’s Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith and
judged to be discordant with the
Church’s teaching on sexual ethics.
Following an unfruitful period of cor-
respondence between Farley and
church officials, the CDF released a
notification in 2011 that Farley’s book
was not “in conformity with the teach-
ing of the Church. Consequently, it
cannot be used as a valid expression of
Catholic teaching, either in counseling
and formation, or in ecumenical and
interreligious dialogue.” Farley has
never claimed to represent the
Church’s positions, however. she is an
independent Christian ethicist and
moral philosopher, albeit one who be-
longs to a Roman Catholic religious
order, the sisters of Mercy. yet it is pre-
cisely Farley’s relationship with the
Church that makes her so interesting.

Despite Farley’s independent status
as an academic theologian, the issue of
authority — and ecclesial authority, in
particular — stands out as a central
theme in her oeuvre. Even when she is
not writing explicitly about authority, it
is often there between the lines, hover-
ing like a specter. Farley has written
about her fraught relationship with the
Church and has expressed concerns
about the relationship between ecclesial
authority and the discipline of Chris-
tian ethics. If nothing else, the clash
with the CDF has surely made her sen-
sitivity to such issues all the more acute.
While some readers (especially Protes-
tants and traditionalist Catholics)
might be tempted to dismiss her as a
writer who is preoccupied by a con-

trarian stance against the magisterium,
I suggest that such readers have all the
more reason to hear what she has to
say. One of the many things that Far-
ley’s work reveals is that the Church’s
authority in the domain of morals can
never simply be taken for granted.

Farley’s Just Love has understandably
attracted a great deal of attention

since its publication a decade ago.
Throughout her career, however, Far-
ley has written on a vast range of top-
ics, including bioethics, ecclesiology,
and fundamental moral theology. Un-
til recently, her writings on these sub-
jects were scattered throughout mono-
graphs, journal articles, lectures, and
sermons, spanning several decades.
Many of these have now been collected
in a single volume, Changing the Ques-
tions: Explorations in Christian Ethics.
The appearance of this volume reveals
the breadth of Farley’s scholarship, but
it also provides some new hermeneuti-
cal insights for rereading Just Love. As
the title of this new volume suggests,
Farley is often more interested in chal-
lenging the reigning assumptions in
contemporary discourse — whether in
the Church or in society at large —
than she is in promoting a new agenda
of her own design.

This questioning impulse is dis-
played even in her earliest work. In the
essay “New Patterns of Relationship,”
first published in 1975, Farley postu-
lates that the most recent develop-
ments in the Church’s understanding
of gender had not yet permeated to the
Church’s hierarchical structures. While
she applauds the Church for correcting
its former reliance on faulty biology
and anthropology that often rendered
women inferior to men, she likewise
challenges theologians and church au-
thorities to press their considerations
to the very heart of the matter. For Far-
ley, this means that the questions must
be truly theological. “If we are to pursue

the question of whether women as
women can be understood to be in the
image of God,” she writes, “we must
ask whether God can be imagined in
feminine as well as masculine terms”

The specter of Authority

Just love
A Framework for Christian

sexual Ethics
By Margaret A. Farley

Continuum. Pp. 336. $34.95

Changing 
the Questions

Explorations
in Christian Ethics
By Margaret A. Farley

Orbis. Pp. 376. $30
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(p. 16). In other words, can we really
say that women and men are equally
created in the image of God if at the
same time we insist that God can only
be referred to in masculine terms?

After making a case that God can be
rightly described in both feminine and
masculine terms (using arguments that
are now commonplace in feminist the-
ology), she then turns to the practical
implications of these considerations.
she suggests that when we consider the
non-gendered, non-hierarchical rela-
tionship that exists within the Trinity,
we find a model for just and loving re-
lationships among human beings.
More specifically, we find a model for
gender relations within the Church. If
the Church has truly come to the point
of recognizing full equality between
men and women, and if God’s own
trinitarian relationship is non-hierar-
chical and non-gendered, then it
would seem that there are no grounds
for proscribing female leadership
within the Church. Farley declares:
“[A]ll arguments for refusing women
equality of opportunity for the sake of
safeguarding the ‘order’ of society,
church, or family must fall” (p. 22).
This is the challenge presented simply
by changing the questions.

Contemporary readers are likely to
find Farley’s arguments in this essay
unoriginal, even if they happen to
agree with her. I imagine that Farley
would gladly recognize this. After all,
the essay was published more than 40
years ago, and much work has been
done in feminist theology and feminist
ethics in the meantime. But its inclu-
sion in this volume is important, and it
reveals two things. First, it reminds us
that the Roman Catholic Church still
has much work to do as it seeks to ar-
ticulate and clarify its understanding
of gender. No one can deny that Rome
speaks about gender in a different key
than it did even 50 years ago, but, as
the recent synod on the Family re-
minds us, there are still some weighty
theological questions that have yet to
be fully answered. second, this essay
reveals the foundation of Farley’s theo-

logical method, and it would set the
trajectory of her work in theological
ethics for years to come.

Another earlier essay, “Moral Dis-
course in the Public Arena”

(1987), brings the issue of authority to
the forefront. Despite its generic title,
Farley is more specifically concerned
with the silencing of dissent by church
authorities. Her argument is built on
the claim that authoritarian control
over theological discourse is both un-
just and counterproductive. More
specifically, she finds it peculiar that a
tradition that emphasizes the natural
law and the inherent reasonableness of
its moral claims simultaneously em-
phasizes fidelity to the magisterium
and the force of its own authority. she
sympathizes with her fellow Roman
Catholics who find the church’s teach-
ing to be at odds with their ways of life
and their understandings of justice and
holiness. “In a tradition that affirms a
natural-law approach to morality,” she
contends, “it is inconceivable that
moral norms can be formulated with-
out consulting the experience of those
whose lives are at stake” (p. 79). In my
judgment, however, this misconstrues
natural law as a purely epistemological
doctrine. More important, Farley’s op-
timism regarding the average person’s
capacity and desire for moral discern-
ment is so strong that it drives a wedge
between authority and autonomy, such
that it becomes difficult to imagine an

instructive (let alone disciplinary) role
for the Church in matters of morality.

This moral optimism was also a
defining feature of Farley’s analysis in
Just Love. In her analysis of the sources
of Christian ethics, and sexual ethics in
particular, she writes: “When Christian
ethicists consider scripture, tradition,
secular disciplines, and contemporary
experience as authoritative sources, it
is precisely because they find in and
through these sources access to moral
insight and motivation” (p. 195). In-
sight and motivation are thus the oper-
ative notions in Farley’s conception of
authority; external authority is ancil-
lary at best. Her sanguine approach to
individual moral discernment is
matched by her commitment to the
perspicuity of scripture. she explains:
“As a revelation of truth, [the biblical
witness] asks for something less like a
submission of will and more like an
opening of the imagination — and
hence the whole mind and heart”
(ibid.). If this is the case, then it is not
difficult to see why we should find
strict institutional authority — for ex-
ample, a church that prohibits divorced
and remarried members from receiv-
ing Eucharist and prohibits artificial
contraception despite 80 percent of its
members approving of such methods
— to be severely problematic. When
the Catholic Church makes such uni-
versal and binding claims, Farley ar-
gues, it shuts down moral deliberation
and discernment that should begin
with the individual in the context of
the individual’s community.

Farley’s own context and community
have been formative in shaping her

reflections on a number of ethical is-
sues and pastoral issues. For 36 years,
she served as a professor and mentor to
hundreds of students at yale Divinity
school, where she often preached at
the students’ ecumenical gatherings. In
“No One Goes Away Hungry from the
Table of the lord,” an important inclu-
sion in Changing the Questions, Farley
develops a position in favor of “inter-

Insight and
motivation are the
operative notions in
Farley’s conception
of authority;
external authority is
ancillary at best.

(Continued on next page)
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that a fundamental unity among
Christians already exists, and the Eu-
charist should be shared on the basis of
this existing unity rather than as a
means to full unity. she insists that this
does not suggest a “lowest common
denominator” among Christian tradi-
tions, but it is not entirely clear that
she has dispelled such concerns. What
is perhaps most illuminating in this es-
say, however, is the trajectory she de-
scribes of the Catholic Church’s teach-
ing on shared Communion, including
“exceptions” in current canon law, to
suggest ways in which the church
might develop its stance in the future.

As the title of her recent volume sug-
gests, one of Farley’s greatest contribu-
tions to the field of Christian ethics is
her ability to change the questions of a
debate, thereby challenging many reg-
nant assumptions. My estimation of
Farley’s work is that it becomes far less
interesting when she moves from
changing the questions to offering con-
structive proposals. Moreover, her abil-

ity to draw from such a wide variety of
sources and disciplines often serves to
dilute the force of her arguments. While
her own context for moral inquiry is
unmistakably Roman Catholic, her
constructive paradigms are often remi-
niscent of Immanuel Kant, John Rawls,
second wave feminism, and liberal
Protestantism. There is no doubt that
she offers serious challenges to many
traditional Catholic moral arguments,
but when removed from this context
her “controversial” positions lose their
edge as well as their cohesiveness.

Reading Farley’s work in the wake of
the recent crisis in the Anglican

Communion over the Episcopal
Church’s change in marriage canon is
both instructive and illuminating.
There are many places at which Farley
seems to be gently pushing the bound-
aries of magisterial teaching on gender
and sexuality, but there is no need for
such timidity in parallel Anglican dis-
course, simply because there is no mag-

communion,” that is, the practice of
administering and receiving the Eu-
charist across denominational bound-
aries, including Protestant and
Catholic. Her interest in this issue is
far from merely theoretical: her divin-
ity-school students frequently ex-
pressed concern and frustration at the
inability to participate in fully inte-
grated worship services on campus.
she rightly acknowledges that, while
much progress has been made in ecu-
menical relations between Protestants
and Catholics, there remain painful re-
alities on the ground for members of
both churches. One of the most obvi-
ous is that these churches do not have
a shared Eucharist. While many
laypersons desire intercommunion, it
is ecclesial authority that presents the
primary barrier to such efforts. Farley
argues that it is time to overcome this
barrier, and she makes her case on his-
torical, theological, and ethical
grounds. she proposes the principle
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isterium in the Anglican Communion.
As a result, Anglican theologians,
church leaders, and laypersons are left
to their own arguments in the open ec-
clesial square. This seems to be the kind
of discourse that Farley desires, but
what we find is that the force of “tradi-
tion” cannot be reduced to the ecclesial
hierarchy. That is to say, the current de-
bates cannot be reduced to a conflict
between the Church’s “rules” and
“taboos,” on the one hand, and the pas-
toral needs of its people, on the other. If
Roman Catholics think that their crises
over sexuality and marriage could be
resolved simply by loosening the
Church’s authoritative structures, they
need only to glance at their sister
churches in the Anglican Communion.
There is a genuine conflict among well-
meaning people on every side of the is-
sue over the nature of authority — and
not simply ecclesial authority, but the
authority of scripture and the broader
tradition, as well as the role of human
experience and insights from the sci-
ences. The tension between the
Church’s tradition and progressive
ideals is something that transcends the
Church’s current hierarchical structures,
and I do not think that Farley is as sen-
sitive to this fact as she ought to be.

Despite these criticisms, Farley’s
writings are a gift to the whole Church.
Although I often disagree with her
conclusions, I am equally grateful for
her sharp analysis and her ability to
pinpoint where fundamental disagree-
ments really lie. While her work is rep-
resentative of many Roman Catholics
who dissent from official church teach-
ing, she never shies away from specify-
ing where and how she believes the
church has gone wrong. she is to be
applauded for addressing and chal-
lenging our most difficult ethical ques-
tions rather than dismissing them. like
all of us, Farley is doing her best to
make sense of scripture, tradition, and
every available source of insight. Her
many years of experience and thought-
ful reflection have equipped her with a
voice that deserves to be heard.

The Rev. Stewart Clem is assisting priest
at St. Paul’s Church in Mishawaka, In-
diana, and a doctoral candidate in
moral theology and Christian ethics at
the University of Notre Dame.
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 Review by Kevin Dodge

The Psalms are central to the An-
glican tradition and to Christian
worship, but they present a par-

ticular challenge for modern biblical
scholarship. since the historical back-
ground of the text is often ambiguous,
this has sometimes confounded critical
scholarship’s attempts to assess the
original, historical meaning of a psalm.
As James Muilenburg pointed out in a
presidential address to the society of
Biblical literature a generation ago:
“The truth is that in a vast number of
instances we are indeed left completely
in the dark as to the occasion in which
the words [of the Psalms] were spo-
ken” (Journal of Biblical Literature,
88.6).

Premodern interpreters encoun-
tered few such interpretive problems,
largely because they assumed that all
scripture, and particularly the Psalms,
should be read in light of Christ. Thus,
ancient Christian interpreters demon-
strated great conviction in their read-
ings because they held in common a
belief that Christ was the hermeneuti-
cal key to understanding scripture.
The Harp of Prophecy, an investiga-

tion into the early Christian interpre-
tation of the Psalms, is an outstanding
set of essays written by a diverse group
of scholars associated in one way or
another with the University of Notre
Dame. Its contents originated in a con-
ference on the Psalms held at Notre
Dame in 1998. Although several of
these articles have been published else-
where, they have been usefully col-
lected into this volume.

These essays remind readers just
how rich the patristic interpretive tra-
dition is regarding the Psalms. Al-
though there are real differences in ap-
proach and interpretation, the Fathers
represented in this volume mined the

Psalms in uniquely insightful ways, be-
queathing to the Church an incompa-
rable treasure that Christians today
would do well to rediscover.

The Rev. Paul Kolbet, a professor at
yale Divinity school best known for
his work on Augustine, re-
minds us in the introduction
that the Fathers saw the Psalms
as a summary of the whole of
scripture (one reason why they
held an honored place in the
contemplative practice of early
Christians). later in an essay
on the Letter to Marcellinus,
Kolbet shows how Athanasius
applied the Psalms in the daily
struggle for moral formation
(pp. 77-78).

The Rev. Brian Daley, pro-
fessor of historical theology at
Notre Dame, agrees with Kol-
bet that the Psalms were read
within the context of the whole
Bible (p. 23) and points out that
the Fathers approached the
Psalms as a means for fulfilling
our natural desire to praise
God (p. 16). since they por-
trayed the whole range of hu-
man emotions, the Psalms
acted as a kind of divine “ther-
apy” for the soul (p. 19).

Gary Anderson, best known
for his recent volumes on sin
and charity, offers a remarkable
look at the ancient use of the
imprecatory psalms as “the
prayer book of David.” Far
from being embarrassed by the raw
language of the imprecatory Psalms,
patristic readers turned their gaze onto
themselves, attempting to imitate
David in his ultimately successful bat-
tle to overcome the anger and hatred
that was within him (p. 34). For those
who have suggested expunging our
regular reading of the imprecatory

Psalms, this chapter is a useful correc-
tive.

This volume includes three essays on
Psalm 45, a text that held great christo-
logical significance to the early Church.
Nonna Harrison, an Orthodox nun,

shows the complexities of gender lan-
guage (p. 128) while David Hunter, a
former president of the North Ameri-
can Patristics society, demonstrates
how the virgin bride was read by Am-
brose, Jerome, and Augustine. Ronald
Cox rounds out this section by com-
paring Cyril of Alexandria and
Theodore of Mopsuestia’s interpreta-

Renewed love for the Psalms

The Harp of Prophecy
Early Christian Interpretation

of the Psalms
Edited by Brian E. Daley, sJ, 

and Paul R. Kolbet. 
Notre Dame Press. Pp. 332. $39
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tions. Both Cyril and Theodore use
Psalm 45 to demonstrate what is praise-
worthy about God (p. 187), even if their
methods and assumptions differ.

There are two chapters on Augus-
tine’s interpretations of the Psalms.
Michael McCarthy shows how central
ecclesiology is to Augustine’s readings
of the Psalms (p. 233) while Michael
Cameron, author of an excellent study
on Augustine’s figurative reading of the
Psalms (Christ Meets Me Everywhere),
shows the centrality of the Totus Chris-
tus theme. Those who have puzzled
over Augustine’s seemingly forced alle-
gories in his Psalm interpretation will
be startled to learn how Augustine’s
methods enabled readers to “project
themselves into the text as the present
subject of the past” (p. 206). Cameron’s
offering alone is worth the price of the
book.

Finally, there are also fine essays by
Ronald Heine on Origen, luke
Dysinger on Evagrius Ponticus, John
O’Keefe on Theodoret, and Paul Blow-
ers on Maximus the Confessor.

Many readers will likely find this
volume tough sledding. It is written in
a scholarly fashion and thus requires
patience and some fortitude to wade
through. In particular, Heine’s recon-
struction of the prologue to Origen’s
Caesarean commentary of the Psalms,
while insightful, is both long and de-
manding.

But, given the centrality of the
Psalms for Christian formation and
worship, this volume rewards the ef-
fort. One would be hard-pressed to
find a better treatment of patristic
readings of the Psalms in a single vol-
ume. As Brian Daley writes, the Psalter
is “characterized not primarily by its
contents … but by its ‘sweetness,’ its
beguiling effect” (p. 16). Reading the
Psalter with the Fathers is not easy, but
it is uniquely profitable for building a
deeper spiritual life.

Kevin Dodge is author of Confessions
of a Bishop: A Guide to Augustine’s
Confessions (2014) and a parishioner
at Church of the Incarnation in Dallas.

Reading the Epistles of James,
Peter, John & Jude as scripture

The shaping and shape of a Canonical Collection
By David R. Nienhuis and Robert W. Wall. Eerdmans. Pp. 313. $30

As ever in Christian history, now is a great time to be engaged in
Pauline studies. Reading the Epistles of James, Peter, John & Jude:
The Shaping and Shape of a Canonical Collection is meant to

help readers better engage those other New Testament letters, the oft-
neglected Catholic epistles.

The authors argue that these seven letters were intentionally linked
together by the Church late in canonization to serve as a “unifying safe-
guard” against many aspects of Pauline
theology that are prone to misunder-
standing. The linguistic and thematic
unity of these epistles leads the authors to
commend a “unified reading strategy,”
one that interprets each of these epistles
in light of the others within the canonical
collection.

Once they make the case for reading
the Catholic epistles in light of one an-
other, Nienhuis and Wall spend the rest
of the book doing just that. They intro-
duce and comment on each of these epis-
tles, organized by author. The theology of
each biblical author’s work is presented at
the end of each chapter in a way that is in keeping with the book’s pri-
mary thesis. Five theological themes are identified: the Creator God,
Christ Jesus, the Community of the spirit, Christian Discipleship, and
Consummation in a New Creation. Each epistle’s contribution to these
five theological loci is explored at the end of their respective chapters.
This leads to a final section of the book: “The Unifying Theology of the
Catholic Epistle Collection.”

After focusing primarily on what each individual epistle has to say in
light of the theological themes found throughout the rest of the collec-
tion, this section offers a glimpse of the “theological coherence” of the
collection. Each of the five previously addressed theological loci are
handled again in light of the polyphony of voices throughout the col-
lection. This final section explores the contribution of the Catholic
epistles to the theology of the New Testament.

Throughout this project, Nienhuis and Wall are pushing the reader
to move the interpretive focus from the composition of each epistle to
the point of their collective canonization, and to read and interpret each
of the epistles in light of the entire collection. Readers who are familiar
with canonical criticism will appreciate that their indebtedness to Bre-
vard Childs’s work does not stop Nienhuis and Wall from disagreeing
with or expanding upon many of his theses. Regardless of whether
their initial thesis is granted, the exegetical and theological work is
trustworthy as a guide for preaching and teaching, and as an aid to
nourishment by the Catholic epistles.

Jon R. Jordan
Dallas
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Reading sacred scripture
Voices from the History
of Biblical Interpretation
By Stephen Westerholm and Martin Westerholm.
Eerdmans. Pp. 480. $40

Review by Cole Hartin

Aprofessor once told me that books
are the tools of the trade for teach-

ers and pastors. like tools in any trade,
some books are more heavily used
than others, and Reading Sacred Scrip-
ture by stephen and Martin Wester-
holm is one such crucial book.

The best way to think about Reading
Sacred Scripture is as an entrée to a
group of friends who love to read and
talk about scripture. The theologians
in this volume span centuries and write
from different perspectives, but they
are united in a desire to understand
what God says through the sacred text.
The Westerholms offer a portrait of
these figures, how they think about the
Bible, and how they read it. This read-
ing of scripture in the company of the
saints provides an eminently helpful
contribution to the ferment of pastoral

and scholarly thought.
The text introduces some of the

brightest lights in the history of inter-
pretation. The Westerholms move
through the Fathers (Irenaeus, Origen,
Chrysostom, and Augustine), pause at
Aquinas, and then treat the Reformers
(luther and Calvin) and the modern
period (Wesley, schleierma-
cher, Kierkegaard, Barth, and
Bonhoeffer).

This is a handy, compact
text that strikes a balance in
offering commentary as well
as snapshots of the masters
at work.

The introductory chapter,
“The Voice of scripture,” is
the weakest. The Wester-
holms suggest that many of
the authors of scripture intended to
some degree or another to write in-
spired words and not merely another
book. The Westerholms make a solid
case, but I wonder why they invest so
much effort in arguing that the human
authorial intent was to write some-
thing inspired. What follows from this?
Does it matter if the human authors
intended to write scripture?

The second chapter, “Before the

Christian Bible,” deals helpfully with
the historical question of canon and
the formation of the Old Testament.
Referring to the deeper sources for
their conclusions, the Westerholms
provide a useful survey.

In turn, stephen Westerholm writes
the chapters on the first ten inter-

preters while his son, Mar-
tin, covers the last two
(Barth and schleierma-
cher). While the discussion
of each author is different,
every chapter can be di-
vided into roughly three
sections: life and back-
ground of the figure, what
he thinks scripture is, and
how he interprets it.

The final chapter pro-
vides a synthesis and prescription for
interpreting scripture in tradition. We
receive the tools and wisdom that have
been handed on, along with various
shortcomings, on the way to our own
lifelong work of faithful reading and
practice.

Cole Hartin is a doctoral student in
theological studies at Wycliffe College,
Toronto.

The Church in Exile
living in Hope After Christendom
By Lee Beach. IVP Academic. Pp. 240. $25

lee Beach offers an accessible introduc-
tion to a practical biblical theology of ex-
ile in The Church in Exile:
Living in Hope After Christen-
dom. seeking to circumvent
participation in the culture
wars that still rage in some
parts of North America,
Beach offers insights for how
the Church might live more
faithfully, imaginatively, and
honestly in the twilight of
Christendom, tapping into
the exilic identity that has in-
formed the life of God’s people in the
world throughout much of its history.

In the first part of the book, “A Theol-
ogy of Exile,” Beach offers a biblical ex-
ploration of how the experience of exile
for Israel and the early Church informed

and reframed the community’s under-
standing of holiness, mission, and God’s
presence in the midst of displacement.
He focuses on the books of Esther,
Daniel, and Jonah as prominent exam-
ples of “diasporic advice tales” (p. 67)

that provide “a rich resource
for discerning an appropri-
ate theological response to
the experience of exile” (p.
66). Then, after looking gen-
erally at the exilic experience
of second Temple Judaism
and its influence on the life
and ministry of Jesus and the
early Church, he concen-
trates on the epistle of 1 Peter
as a central example of the

exile motif as it informed the early
Church’s life.

In the second part of the book, “The
Practices of Exile,” Beach looks at the
themes of leadership, theology, holiness,
mission, and eschatology, and explores

how these might be undertaken and em-
bodied by the Church today, which in-
creasingly finds itself in “theo-sociolog-
ical exile” in North America (p. 23). This
section could use greater subtlety, but for
Christians who are just beginning to
reckon with the emerging post-Christian
culture in North America, Beach offers
many good introductory insights for
how “the exilic identity [that] has helped
to fuel the existence of God’s people
throughout many epochs of their his-
tory” may inform the Church’s self-un-
derstanding and mission today (p. 110).

Even if his reasoning sometimes de-
mands more nuance, the topics he ad-
dresses and the humbly confident and
non-alarmist spirit with which he does
so are poignant, and should not be ig-
nored by those of us seeking to live faith-
fully as the Church today in North
America.

The Rev. Samuel Adams
Nashville
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Deaths
The Rev. Warwick Aiken, Jr., died Feb. 1 at
Hospice of Rockingham County, North Car-
olina. He was 95.

A native of Memphis, he was a graduate of
louisiana state University and Dallas Theolog-
ical seminary, and completed a year of Episco-
pal studies at Philadelphia Divinity school. He
was ordained deacon in 1950 and priest in
1951. Aiken served parishes in Mississippi,
North Carolina, and south Carolina, and for a
year at st. Botolph’s Church in Barton seagrave,
England. Aiken worked for many years at
Morehead Memorial Hospital in Eden, NC, as a
volunteer chaplain and was known as “the
candy preacher,” because he offered candy as
part of his ministry there. He served on the
board of the st. Paul’s House rescue mission in
New york City, for 35 years, and was chairman
of the board for most of that time.

Fr. Aiken is survived by Marianne, his wife
of 70 years; a son, Dr. Warwick Aiken III; a
daughter, Everall Peele; three grandchildren;
and three great-grandchildren.

The Rev. Donald Conway Latham, a U.s. Navy
chaplain during the Vietnam War, died March
5. He was 82.

Born in Rockville Centre, Ny, he was a grad-
uate of Hobart and William smith Colleges,
Adelphi University, and yale Divinity school.
He was ordained priest and deacon in 1958. He
served parishes in stony Brook and Rockville
Centre; was Archdeacon of Nassau County for
the Diocese of long Island from 1979 to 1984;
and was chaplain of the Nassau County Police
Department from 1991 to 1994. After retire-
ment, he was vicar of All saints Church in
Round lake, Ny.

Fr. latham is survived by Peggy, his wife of
56 years; a daughter, Victoria starr; and grand-
children Joshua, Alexa, and Jacqueline starr.

The Rev. Alice Irene Sadler, assistant rector of
st. John’s Church in Tampa, died March 3.

Born in Charlotte in 1949, she was a gradu-
ate of Erskine College, the University of North

Carolina-Charlotte, and Trinity Episcopal
school for Ministry. she was ordained deacon
in 2001 and priest in 2002. “Alice was an active
priest in the diocese whose kindness of heart
impacted the lives of not only the people she
served but her colleagues in ministry,” said the
Rt. Rev. Dabney smith, Bishop of southwest
Florida. sadler was associate rector at Trinity-
by-the-Cove, Naples, from 2001 to 2014. In
Naples, she established a chapter of the Order of
st. luke and led the creation of a small All souls
Chapel in the parish yard.

“Alice was one of the most generous and
kind human beings I have ever known,” said
the Rev. Michael Basden, former rector of Trin-
ity-by-the-Cove. “she was the quintessential
southern lady with grace and charm.”

she is survived by her brother, James, and
her nieces Anny, Bess, Irene, and Marian.

The Rev. John William Stephenson, a U.s.
Navy veteran of the Vietnam War, died March
5. He was 69.

He was born in seattle, grew up in Galena,
Ks, and was a graduate of Missouri southern
state University. He was ordained deacon and
priest in 1988. He served both st. Mary’s Church
in Galena and the former st. stephen’s in Colum-
bus, Ks. He was stationed aboard the Uss Kitty
Hawk during the war. After his service he was an
agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and
Firearms until his retirement in 1984.

Fr. stephenson is survived by his wife,
Norma Geraldine (Gerry); daughters Traci and
Hillary; and four grandchildren.

The Rev. Emery Washington, Sr., a priest,
community organizer, and educator, died sept.
21, 2015, from pancreatic cancer.

A native of Palestine, AR, he was a graduate
of Philander smith College, Virginia Theologi-
cal seminary, and Arkansas state University.
He taught English and social studies at his alma
mater, Christ Church school in Forrest City,
before attending seminary. After returning, he
also taught religion. He served as the school’s
headmaster in 1967-71. He was appointed by
Gov. Winthrop Rockefeller as the first African
American member of the Arkansas state Board
of Education, serving in 1971-76. He was a field
educator for Eden Theological seminary in the
1990s. He was a fellow at Christ Church College
in Canterbury in 1988. He served as vicar,
priest-in-residence, rector, and canon to the or-
dinary during his 40 years of active ministry.

He was a deputy to six General Conventions,
and was a member of the International Affairs
and social Issues committee, among others. He
was an ecumenical officer in the dioceses of
Missouri and Arkansas. He brought racial inte-
gration to Camp Mitchell in Arkansas and
served as a camp director for many years.

Fr. Washington is survived by Alice, his wife
of 51 years; children, Jaycee, Ekila, Marie, and
Emery Jr.; a sister, Annette; grandchildren; and
great-grandchildren.

Darkness to light
e Church of st. Michael & st. George
outside of st. louis is never more alive
than in the season of Advent when the
music takes on an added poignancy 
alongside the thought-provoking 
preaching of the Gospel. Advent begins
with the Great litany, sung in a
procession recalling the journey of the
Israelites through the desert in search of
God’s Promised land. A candlelight
service of Advent lessons and Carols is
sung on the second sunday of Advent;
salvation history is recounted as the
metaphorical procession — from darkness
to light — leading us to the true light,
Jesus Christ. e traditional Festival of
Nine lessons and Carols is sung on the
aernoon of the Fourth sunday of Advent
as the story of Christ’s birth is told. e
season culminates on Christmas Eve.
Advent is our way of being reoriented to
the strange new world of the Gospel and
remade in the likeness of Christ.

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor

e Church of St. Michael & St. George
6345 Wydown Blvd.,
st. louis, MO 63105

314.721.1502 | csmsg.org

Appointments

The Rev. Meredyth Albright is rector of st.
Augustine, 39 s. Pelham st., Rhinelander, WI
54501.

Donald James Allison is chancellor of the
Diocese of Western Massachusetts, 37 Chest-
nut st., springfield, MA 01103.

The Rev. Mary Balfour Dunlap is associate
rector of Emmanuel, 350 E. Massachusetts
Ave., southern Pines, NC 28387.

The Rev. Mike Fulk is rector of All saints,
499 N. Reagan st., san Benito, Tx 78586.

The Rev. Francisco J. Garcia, Jr., is rector of
Holy Faith, 260 N. locust street, Inglewood
CA 90301.
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sUNDAy’s READINGs | 1 Advent, November 27

Isa. 2:1-5 • Ps. 122 • Rom. 13:11-14 • Matt. 24:36-44

The Hour
The Word is very near you. It is not

a strange and distant prognostica-
tion by a man called Jesus, a man called
Paul, or a few unknown writers riding
on Paul’s reputation, all of whom
thought the end was near. They were
not wrong. In the daily goodness of a
beautiful world, people eat, drink,
marry, and are given in marriage. As
one day tells its tale to another, disaster
strikes. Two are in the field, one is
taken. Two are grinding at the mill, one
is taken. After the politics, business,
opinion, science, health, and sports of
the day’s news cycle, there is a list of
compelling and moving obituaries.
The time is at hand. The end is near.

Alert to life’s brevity, one is awak-
ened. The end will come, but always, as
promised by the life-giving son of
God, “at an unexpected hour.” Keep
awake! This is not a pensive and agi-
tated high-alert panic caused by threat.
Rather, it is a calm and sober look at a
solid bedrock truth of human exis-
tence. Time runs out. With the pro-
gression of days, salvation draws
nearer. Death’s approach is, at the same
time, the approach of a death-defeating
life once put on at the moment of bap-
tism and the infusion of grace and
faith. Death is a grave and gate that
opens onto the vista of faith’s land-
scape, our joyful resurrection (Burial I,
BCP, p. 480).

salvation is secure in Christ, a meas-
ure of which we know in time, the full-
ness of which we will behold in eter-
nity. In time salvation is both a gift and
a work. The lord Jesus is given as a
garment, free and beautiful. We put
him on. Vested in this coat of color, we
change. Or rather, consenting to grace
and the secret work of God and the de-
mands of discipline, we may change.

“let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in debauchery and licentiousness, not
in quarreling and jealousy” (Rom.
13:13). It may help to rescue the word
honorably from its almost exclusive

military use in modern English. The
Greek adverb implies doing something
“properly” or “in a seemly manner.”
One acquires by grace an “aptitude”
that coordinates one’s disposition and
skill with the moral and spiritual de-
mands of a particular circumstance.
Reveling, drunkenness, debauchery,
and licentiousness impede this delicate
and important balance. Grace perfects
nature only if nature is clear-eyed,
sober, and alert to the supple move-
ment of divine prompting. Again,
alertness is not panic, nor is it a prohi-
bition of happiness and joy. “I have said
these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be
complete” (John 15:11).

salvation in Christ is like a high
mountain, the highest of the moun-
tains where the house of God rests. As-
cending the mountain, throwing one
foot in front of the other, turning at
switchbacks, thoughts arise, thoughts
of God’s law and God’s path, of going
toward the gate at the summit of the
mountain. Inside the gate, the city is
secure, the ground firm, people bound
together, peace within each and every
soul. God’s judgment is righteous in
the establishment of peace. Every step
toward this beautiful summit is taken
in time, and time is short.

Ascending this holy mountain, an-
ticipating entrance into the city
through death, everyone has some
work to do, however humble. Every-
one is given grace and with grace a
work that is fitting. In fact, it fits so well
that it fits no one else. Only you can do
the work for which you have been
elected.

look It Up
Read Ps. 122.

Think About It
Among your appointments, remem-
ber the unexpected hour. It will come.



november 27, 2016 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   27

sUNDAy’s READINGs | 2 Advent, December 4

Isa. 11:1-10 • Ps. 72:1-7, 18-19 • Rom. 15:4-13 • Matt. 3:1-12

Faith and Hope
Living by faith and daily doses of

grace, there is no doubt that life
has come forth from the stump of
Jesse, confirming a promise made to
the patriarchs (Isa. 11:1, Rom. 15:8).
More wonderful still is the deep-down
knowledge that life has come to his-
tory from a storehouse of being, a hid-
den ground of limitless love. God is in
the midst of things, in the flesh and
blood, in the body and bone, of a son
born, yet not made. God is among the
circumcised and the uncircumcised,
calling Jews and Gentiles to universal
praise: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his
people” (Rom. 15:10). It is finished.
Christ has come. Faith is not an end-
less, meandering, frivolous question
mark. Faith is firm and sure.

Faith is anchored to the past, lives in
the present, and moves into an open
future directed by prevenient graces no
human eye foresees. God is, therefore,
always “the God of hope” (Rom.
15:13). And hope does not disappoint
because it is fed by the promise of God.
Thus, while confident in the truth of
Christ, the kingdom of Christ has both
come and is yet to come. One arrival is
complete; another, called the close of
the age, is a work to be engaged, a king-
dom to be built, a peace pursued for
the common good.

so, in union with Christ, a disciple
works toward a peaceable kingdom in
which the poor are judged with right-
eousness and the meek with equity
(Isa. 11:4). Nature’s transformation is
the goal of Christ too: “The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, the calf and the lion
and the fatling together, and a little
child shall lead them. The cow and the
bear shall graze, … the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. … The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp,”
which “will not hurt or destroy. …
[F]or the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the lORD as the waters
cover the sea” (Isa. 11:6-9). Is this pure
illusion, a dream that fades? Is it better

to admit that harm and destruction
upon many are a necessary price paid
for the comfort of a few? God forbid
that the sons and daughters of the res-
urrection should give themselves to
devils of death. Hope lives because
Christ lives evermore.

And yet the establishment of God’s
peaceable kingdom includes a strange
and alien work. “[God] shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips he shall kill
the wicked” (Isa. 11:4). Even this is in-
struction giving life to hope, if and
only if interpreted correctly. Wheat
will be gathered and chaff thrown to
the fire, both of which are mixed in
varying degrees in every human life.
The great defeat of wickedness is
shown in the agony Christ bears and
overcomes. “He slew hatred in His own
flesh; and, after being lifted on high by
His resurrection, He poured forth the
spirit of love into the hearts of men”
(Gaudium et spes, n. 78). The old
Adam is put to death, a new creation
called forth.

In this new creation, there is joy and
peace in believing (Rom. 15:13) and
the forward thrust of hope and strug-
gle and commitment to the work of ci-
vility and peace, justice and love, the
righteous use of power and the liberal
outpouring of mercy. The cross of
Christ is the crown of a Christian, a
sorrow to be carried and a struggle to
accept in full confidence of an irrevo-
cable word of life and resurrection, joy,
and peace.

look It Up
Read Matthew 3:12. your life is on the
threshing floor.

Think About It
Purgation is a train bound for glory.

To All the World
e Diocese of Tennessee is a eucharistic
community of 16,000 Episcopalians in
45 congregations in Middle Tennessee.
As followers of the risen Christ, we are:

Open to the power of God: when we
gather we are expecting God to show up
and transform us and the communities
in which we live;

Obedient to the command of our
lord Jesus Christ who said, “Go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
and teaching, and proclaiming the good
news to all creation”;

Responsive to the needs of the world,
for healing and reconciliation;

Committed to our life together as a
diocese, for the sake of the life of the
world.

We are thankful for the grace of God
that makes all this possible.

e Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee
3700 Woodmont Blvd.

Nashville, TN 37215
615.251.3322 • edtn.org

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor
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SEMINARY OF THE SOUTHWEST invites
applications for a full-time Director of
Latino/Hispanic Studies. The position start
date is summer of 2017.  A seminary of the
Episcopal Church, Southwest prepares leaders
for lay and ordained service within and outside
the church. In addition to priestly formation and
general academic study, the seminary offers
programs in professional counseling, chaplaincy,
pastoral care, and spiritual formation.

Latino/Hispanic Studies at Southwest includes an
MDiv concentration, a counseling concentration,
multicultural education across degrees, bilingual
chapel services, special events and educational
opportunities on campus, and periodic
conferences in collaboration with the Episcopal
Church Latino/Hispanic Ministries Office and
local partners.

The director will oversee Latino/Hispanic
Studies programming, teach two courses per
year, collaborate with the bilingual/bicultural
program in the counseling degree, and work
closely with the admissions department to
recruit students for the concentration. The
director will also be invited to envision and
implement new initiatives, including work on
resourcing local diocesan Latino/Hispanic clergy
formation.

Full position description can be found at
http://ssw.edu/director-latinohispanic-studies 
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301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACe CHURCH
1815 Hall st. se • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In MInnesoTA
1730 Clifton Pl., ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

st. Louis, Missouri
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
110 n. warson Road
314.993.2306
stpetersepiscopal.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIoCese oF MIssIssIPPI
118 n. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, new Mexico
DIoCese oF THe RIo GRAnDe
6400 Coors blvd. nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, new York
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, new York
DIoCese oF LonG IsLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, new York
THe CHURCH oF THe MessIAH
296 Glen st. • 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, new York
DIoCese oF ALbAnY
580 burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

new York, new York
GRACe CHURCH
802 broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

Troy, new York
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
146 1st st. • 518.274.5884
stjohnstroy.org

Durham, north Carolina
sT. sTePHen’s CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PITTsbURGH
325 oliver Avenue, suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, south Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY
CoMMUnIon
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
700 s. Upper broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIoCese oF FoRT woRTH
2900 Alemeda st.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
320 saint Peter st.
830.257.8162
stpeterskerrville.com

Midland, Texas
TRInITY sCHooL oF MIDLAnD
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org
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springfield, Massachusetts
DIoCese oF wesTeRn
MAssACHUseTTs
37 Chestnut st. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Las Vegas, nevada
DIoCese oF neVADA
9480 s. eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, new Hampshire
DIoCese oF new HAMPsHIRe
63 Green st. • 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, new Jersey
DIoCese oF new JeRseY
808 w state st. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, new York
CoMMUnITY oF sT. MARY
eAsTeRn PRoVInCe
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

new York, new York
CHRIsT & sT. sTePHen’s
CHURCH
120 w. 69th st. • 212.787.2755
csschurch.org

new York, new York
CHURCH oF THe
TRAnsFIGURATIon
1 e. 29th st. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, new York
DIoCese oF RoCHesTeR
935 east Ave. • 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

Chapel Hill, north Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAMILY
200 Hayes Rd. • 919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Kinston, north Carolina
DIoCese oF eAsT CARoLInA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

winston-salem, north Carolina
sT. TIMoTHY’s CHURCH
2575 Parkway Dr. • 336.765.0294
sttimothysws.org

Fargo, north Dakota
DIoCese oF noRTH DAKoTA
3600 25th st. s. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
sT. AnDRew’s CHURCH
5801 Hampton st. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosePH oF ARIMATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Memphis, Tennessee
DIoCese oF wesT Tennessee
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Memphis, Tennessee
sT. MARY’s CATHeDRAL
700 Poplar Ave. • 901.527.3361
stmarysmemphis.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH oF THe sAVIoR
110 s Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. AUGUsTIne’s oAK CLIFF
1302 w. Kiest blvd.
214.371.3441
staugustinesoakcliff.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. MATTHew’s CATHeDRAL
5100 Ross Ave. • 214.823.8134
episcopalcathedral.org

Denton, Texas
sT. DAVID oF wALes
623 ector st. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIoCese oF noRTHwesT
TeXAs
1802 broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

waco, Texas
CHURCH oF THe HoLY sPIRIT
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCese oF wesT VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia st. e.
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Delavan, wisconsin
CHRIsT CHURCH
503 e. walworth Ave.
262.728.5292
christchurchdelavan.com

Phoenix, Arizona
DIoCese oF ARIZonA 
114 w. Roosevelt st.
602.254.0976
azdiocese.org

Pine bluff, Arkansas
TRInITY CHURCH
703 w. 3rd Ave. • 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIoCese oF DeLAwARe
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

orlando, Florida
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
oF sT. LUKe
130 n. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Ponte Vedra beach, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
400 san Juan Dr. • 904.285.6127
christepiscopalchurch.org

santa Rosa beach, Florida
CHRIsT THe KInG CHURCH
480 n. County Hwy. 393
850.267.3332
christthekingfl.org

Tallahassee, Florida
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
211 n. Monroe st. • 850.222.2636
saint-john.org

wellington, Florida
sT. DAVID’s In THe PInes
465 west Forest Hill blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIoCese oF IowA
225 37th st. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIoCese oF wesTeRn
LoUIsIAnA
335 Main st. • 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

boston, Massachusetts
THe CHURCH oF THe ADVenT
30 brimmer st. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

boston, Massachusetts
DIoCese oF MAssACHUseTTs
138 Tremont st. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLen
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

san Antonio, Texas
DIoCese oF wesT TeXAs
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

salt Lake City, Utah
DIoCese oF UTAH
75 s. 200 east • 800.343.4756
episcopal-ut.org

Richmond, Virginia
sT. MATTHew’s CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org

seattle, washington
DIoCese oF oLYMPIA
1551 10th Ave. e
206.325.4200
ecww.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCese oF FonD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. ste. 1b
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
DIoCese oF MILwAUKee
804 e. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028
diomil.org

sheboygan, wisconsin
GRACe CHURCH
1011 n. 7th st. • 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

soCIeTY oF MARY
AMeRICAn ReGIon
superior: Fr. John D. Alexander
114 George st.
Providence, RI 02906-1189
somamerica.org
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