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With the passing of the crozier from
Katharine Jefferts Schori, Michael Curry
becomes the 27th presiding bishop.
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Michael Curry Installed
as Presiding Bishop

An Epic All Saints’ Day

Preaching in a full cathedral, Presiding Bishop Curry calls on Christians to give up their worries and
joyfully follow Jesus Christ in the missions of evangelism and reconciliation. Matt Townsend photo

Marked by excitement, joy, and grav-
ity, the All Saints’ Day installation of
the Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry as
27th presiding bishop gave glimpses
of the Episcopal Church’s past and
future.

The festive Holy Eucharist at
Washington National Cathedral fea-
tured a diverse liturgy, including
readings in Spanish and Diné, gospel
music, and traditional choral singing.

Curry’s election has drawn sub-
stantial attention from mainstream
media and the wider culture. The
first African American presiding
bishop’s ministry is timely amid in-
creased calls for racial reconciliation
in the United States.

The press and public have also
noted the evangelical fire of Curry,
whose Crazy Christians urges be-
lievers to take the gospel seriously
and to welcome Jesus’ leadership in
their lives.

For Curry, the topics of reconcilia-
tion and evangelism are intertwined.
He scarcely mentioned one topic
without the other while preaching at
his installation. The Presiding Bishop,
who was elected on June 27 during
the 78th General Convention, cited its
mandate to embrace both paths.

“We made a commitment to live
into being the Jesus movement by
committing to evangelism and the
work of reconciliation, beginning
with racial reconciliation,” he said. “I
believe the Holy Spirit showed up.”

Curry acknowledged the difficulty
of focusing the church on topics like
evangelism and reconciliation.

“Imagine Jeopardy or another tel-
evision game show,” he said. “The
question asked of the contestants is
this: Name two words that begin with



E but that are never used
at the same time. And the
answer? What is Episco-
palian and evangelism?”

Like the service, Curry’s
delivery shifted fluidly be-
tween jovial and deliber-
ate. At times, his preaching
was quiet and subtle, espe-
cially when he told the
story of his parents visiting
an Episcopal parish and his
father deciding to become
an Episcopal priest.

“They were the only
people of color there,” he said.
“When the time came for Commun-
ion, the woman, who was confirmed,
went up to receive. The people be-
fore her drank from the cup. The
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. An-
other person drank. Preserve thy
body and soul unto everlasting life.
The person right before her drank.
Drink this in remembrance that
Christ’s blood was shed for thee.
Then she drank. And be thankful.
She drank. Now was the moment her
fiancé was waiting for. Would the
next person after her drink from that
cup? He watched. The next person
drank.”

“The Spirit has done evangelism
and reconciliation work through us
before,” he said, “and the Spirit of
God can do it again, in new ways.”

In the moments before Curry’s in-
stallation, before the Most Rev.
Katharine Jefferts Schori passed the
presiding bishop’s crozier to him, the
father of two stood outside the cathe-
dral’s doors and waited for the signal
to knock. He laughed with reporters,
peeked in on the procession, and he
prayed silently, head bowed.

God, he said, has the power to turn
the world upside down, transform
power structures, and address perils
like climate change and racism. God
has not given up on the world.

“If God has not given up on this
world, we dare not give up on it ei-
ther,” Curry preached. “God is not
finished with this church. God has
work for us to do. Jesus has shown
us the way, and we are the Jesus
movement.”

Matt Townsend

Communion
Breakthrough?
A U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops committee on ecumenical and in-
terreligious affairs plans to send the
Vatican a bold suggestion for “expan-
sion of opportunities for Catholics
and Lutherans to receive Holy Com-
munion together.”

The 118-page text of “Declaration
on the Way: Church, Ministry, and
Eucharist,” unanimously affirmed by
the committee in October, will be
submitted to Cardinal Kurt Koch, the
President of the Pontifical Council
for Promoting Christian Unity at the
Vatican.

Promotional materials call the dec-
laration a “unique ecumenical text
that draws on 50 years of Lutheran-
Catholic dialogue in preparation for
the 500th Reformation anniversary
coming in 2017.” A news release from
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the bishops claims it “marks a path-
way toward greater visible unity be-
tween Catholics and Lutherans.”

The Most Rev. Denis J. Madden,
Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore, has
suggested the document stands in
the service of what Pope Francis has
called a “culture of encounter”: “This
Declaration on the Way represents in
concrete form an opportunity for
Lutherans and Catholics to join to-
gether now in a unifying manner on a
way finally to full communion.”

The statement is a response to Car-
dinal Koch’s December 2011 pro-
posal of a “declaration to seal in
agreements in the areas of the
church, ministry, and the Eucharist.”
It is the work of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America and the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

According to an executive sum-
mary of the declaration, the structure
of the text is important since “recep-
tion and affirmation [of 32 agree-
ments] naturally lead to practices that
advance the growing communion be-
tween Lutherans and Catholics.”

Signatories of the declaration con-
clude the text by inviting both the
Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity and the Lutheran
World Federation “to create a
process and timetable for addressing
the remaining issues” existing be-
tween Catholics and Lutherans. They
also suggest practices to be observed
in the interest of ecumenical com-
munion.

John Paul Shimek

Tribunal Backs
British Bishop
The case of the Rev. Canon Jeremy
Pemberton, who was refused a li-
cense enabling him to work as a hos-
pital chaplain because he married his
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Mary Frances Schjonberg/Episcopal News Service

Presiding Bishop Curry greets the Rev. Carrie Craig outside
Washington national Cathedral. 
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same-sex partner, is likely to be
fought all the way to the European
Court of Human Rights.

On Nov. 4 an employment tribunal
in Nottingham dismissed Pember-
ton’s discrimination claim against the
Diocese of Southwell and Notting-
ham. It likewise dismissed his peti-
tion that the church’s handling of his
case constituted harassment.

Pemberton, who married Laurence
Cunnington in April 2014, was
blocked from becoming chaplain with
Sherwood Forest Hospital Trust. The
appointment required that a chaplain
hold a church license. The Rt. Rev.
Richard Inwood, acting bishop of the
diocese, declined to issue the license.

The tribunal found the bishop could
do this because entering a same-sex
marriage was “contrary to the doc-
trine of the Church of England.” The
Church of England’s rules are clear
that marriage is between “a man and a
woman” and not between two people
of the same sex (Canon B30).

The 57-page judgment said a
bishop’s license was “at the heart” of
the health trust’s job requirements
because it signified a chaplain was a
recognized minister in good stand-
ing. The ruling upheld the view that
the church was entitled to take this
stance because it had an exemption
under Schedule 9, Section 2, of the
Equality Act 2010 of U.K. law. Under
this provision the church was im-
mune from the usual discrimination
laws. The tribunal said the church’s
handling of the case was “consistent”
and there could be no question of ha-
rassment.

Canon Pemberton, a former IT spe-
cialist in London, was originally mar-
ried to a woman and the couple with
their family went to Congo and
worked with the Church Mission So-
ciety. The tribunal heard that Pem-
berton suffered a nervous breakdown
as he came to understand himself as
gay. He moved to Nottingham and

lived openly with his male partner. He
held a hospital chaplaincy in Lin-
colnshire, but conflict arose when he
was chosen for the post in Notting-
ham. When Pemberton married Cun-
nington, his bishop rebuked him but
did not bring charges under the
Clergy Discipline Measure.

Legal costs for this long case are
unknown but expected to be high.
Normally the loser can be required
to meet the costs of both sides. The
church has said it will not pursue
Pemberton for its costs provided he
makes no appeal. He has tweeted,
however, that his legal team are as-
sessing grounds for appeal. He very
probably will be able to call on fi-
nancial help from sympathetic back-
ers in what will be a landmark case.

A statement from the Diocese of
Southwell and Nottingham said: “We
are thankful to the tribunal for its
work on this complex case and for its
findings in favour of the Rt. Rev.
Richard Inwood, on all the claims
made against him. Churches across
the diocese continue to offer a gen-
erous welcome to people from all
backgrounds.”

Peter Ould, a consultant to the
group Living Out, said the judgment
“tells us that there are no legal ob-
stacles in the Church of England
holding on to its current doctrine of
marriage,” and that House of Bish-
ops guidelines concerning same-sex
marriage and clergy “are legal and
enforceable.”

Tracey Byrne of the Lesbian and
Gay Christian Movement said the
groundswell of support for Pemberton
was “quite remarkable” and his case
had “shone a light on the church’s on-
going discrimination against gay and
lesbian people.”

The judgment drew the ire of the
National Secular Society, which said
publicly funded chaplains “should
not have to be licensed by any reli-
gious body.”

John Martin

A Philosopher
Loves the Heart
“You can’t think your way to holi-
ness,” American philosopher James
K.A. Smith said during a conference
on spiritual formation that met on
Oct. 22-24 in Toronto.

Smith grew up unchurched in
southwestern Ontario. Now, as a pro-
fessor at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, he urges Anglicans
to appreciate their rich liturgical her-
itage. He spoke while standing in
what was formerly a Roman Catholic
convent that today serves as Tyndale
University, College, and Seminary, an
evangelical Protestant school.

The conference theme was “Desir-
ing the Kingdom,” derived from
Smith’s book of that title.

Smith spoke in the beautiful
chapel of what had been the mother-
house of the Sisters of St Joseph. The
Vatican approved transferring it to
Protestant hands on the condition
that Tyndale committed to maintain
the aesthetically significant chapel as
sacred space.

As Smith argued that “humans are
more than brains-on-sticks,” and that
Christian worship therefore needed
to entice the imagination and not just
appeal to the intellect, he did so be-
fore a stone curtain of shimmering
blue mosaics. His listeners could see
not only tall windows of stained glass
but also powerful Stations of the
Cross rendered in marble.

Smith commended the chapel as
one artifact of the 1960s that “lives
well” in the 21st century.

About 120 people from across
Canada attended the three-day con-
ference, which was hosted by the
Anglican Communion Alliance with
the support of Wycliffe College in
Toronto, and Tyndale. The alliance’s
mandate is to be an orthodox voice
within the Anglican Church of Canada.

Smith opened by noting that in
John’s Gospel the first words of
Christ are “What do you want?” and
one of his last questions in that
gospel is “Do you love me?”

“We are what we want, what we
long for and desire,” he said. “We are

Tribunal Backs British Bishop
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all lovers.” But usually “our loves op-
erate under the radar of the intel-
lect.”

He defined sin as “disordered love”
and said humans need to be “situated
in God’s love.” Humans are designed
“not for something but for someone.”
Christians are to “desire God and de-
sire what God desires.” Smith denied
Descartes’ famous proposition that
“I think, therefore I am” and pro-
posed instead “I love, therefore I am.”

Smith does not want Christians to
negate the intellect or think less, but
to value the affections and imagina-
tion as well and to become more
aware that “God made us creatures
of habit.”

He was also clear that there are
competing secular stories, habits,
practices, and liturgies that appeal to
our emotions and imagination. For
many North Americans the shopping
mall has become a temple, a “cathe-
dral of consumerism” that markets a
kind of evangelism.

But the mall does not court the in-
tellect (no one hands out doctrinal
tracts as you enter). It appeals in-
stead directly to the senses and imag-
ination. Mannequins are the new
icons. Be aware of the “litanies of
consumerism,” he said. “The mall
knows we are lovers and goes
straight to the heart.”

We are drawn by story and image,
but we can be captivated by “defor-
mative liturgies.” “What you think
you love doesn’t always align with
your deepest longings,” Smith said,
but Christian worship can address
this gap. He urged that we ask our-
selves: “What am I giving myself over

to?” and “What do these practices
want me to love?”

Virtues are “good moral habits”
and “should be woven into the fabric
of one’s character,” creating “a Chris-
tian sensibility” until imitating Christ
becomes “second nature.”

When asked how he would do a
church plant, Smith replied crypti-
cally: “The future of the Church is an-
cient.” He added later: “A contextu-
alized Book of Common Prayer
plucks at the heartstrings.”

Although he worships in the Chris-
tian Reformed Church, he includes
the Book of Common Prayer (1979)
in his personal devotions. He praised
Cranmer’s prose as “drenched in bib-
lical language and biblical sensibility”
and warned against the “idolatrous
fixation on novelty” in much contem-
porary worship. He would prefer to
trust the “ancient intuitions” and wis-
dom of the Church, and urged his lis-
teners to be “communally rehabitu-
ated” in the Christian story through
Christian worship.

Sue Careless

Pilgrim Draws
Pilgrims
LETTER FROM LONDON

About five years ago our parish (St.
Barnabas, Ealing) started running
cinema evenings. One spur was the
closure of the nearest local cinema.
For reasons no one understands,
wrangling continues over plans for a
replacement. The site is still a hole in
the ground fronted by a sad-looking
skeleton of an unfinished facade.

Meanwhile, our cinema evenings
go from strength to strength. Screen-
ings attract just more than 30 view-
ers, on average. Attendance is prima-
rily local, mostly people living within
walking distance. We think less than
one in 20 is a regular churchgoer. Be-
tween January 2010 when we
launched and June 2015, a total of
6,764 people crossed our threshold.
We charge for entrance at about two-
thirds the price of the nearest cinema

Stained Glass 
Restoration

New Stained Glass

Stained Glass 
Appraisals

Interior Design

Exterior 
Window Covering

Columbaria

Be part of history— 
the Library of Congress 

has acquired the 
Lamb Studios archives

Please consider 
Lamb Studios for your next 
new stained glass window, 

restoration, or memorial project.

190 Greenwood Ave. 
Midland Park, NJ  07432 

877-700-5262 | Fax: 201-891-8855

www.lambstudios.com

Artists and craftsmen since 1857 
Excellence through Experience

THE

STUDIOS

(Continued on page 11)
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For over 100 years Reliant has built a reputation for supplying a quality product in Europe and has
become established as a popular choice amongst the discerning Ecclesiastical wearer. Therefore, we
are excited to be able to offer a stock of American Styles from our warehouse in Wilkes-Barre, PA.

All men’s and ladies’ shirts are twin needled throughout and come in the finest quality 65% polyester
and 35% cotton fabric. All Reliant shirts come with a pocket attached, the men’s shirts being available
in two sleeve lengths per neck size.

S7471 Short Sleeve “neckband”
Collar Shirt suitable for use with
Reliant’s full “vicar” collar. The
vicar collar can be attached using
Reliant’s range of collar studs.
Colour: Black          $46.00

MEN
neck 15            15.5             16              16.5             17              17.5             18             18.5             19             20
“To Fit” Chest 39            41              43              45               47               49              51             53            55              59
Sleeve Length 32/33 34/35      32/33 34/35    32/33 34/35       32/33 34/35       32/33 34/35      33/34 35/36    33/34 35/36     33/34 35/36       33/34 35/36      33/34 35/36

WOMEN
American Standard Size 8              10              12               14               16               18              20               22               24           26
neck 14           14.5            15             15.5           16            16.5              17              17.5             18            18.5
“To Fit” Bust 32            34             36              38              40             42              44              46            48              50
Sleeve Length 27           27           27            27             28             28               28              28              29            29

Order now
for delivery 
before Christmas

Contact us with any custom design requirements you may have.

Toll Free 1-866-375-9651 or e-mail trevor@trevorfloyd.com
To place an order online, please visit our website: www.trevorfloyd.com

57151 Tonsure Shirt available in
two sleeve lengths will dual cuffs
for wear with buttons or cufflinks.
Colour: Black          $60.00

57341 1.25” Tab Collar Shirt, long
sleeve. Superbly made with
French seam armholes and twin
needle side seams. $48.00
Colour: Black          Gray

57441 1.25” Tab Collar Shirt,
Short Sleeve
Colour: Black          $46.00

S7171 Long Sleeve “neckband”
Collar Shirt suitable for use with
Reliant’s full “vicar” collar. The
vicar collar can be attached using
Reliant’s range of collar studs.
Colour: Black          $46.00

S8171 Ladies’ “neckband” Collar
Shirt suitable for use with Reliant’s
full “vicar” collar. The vicar collar
can be attached using Reliant’s
range of collar studs.
Colour: Black          $48.00

Collars
E121    1” Full Vicar Collar
E131    1” Full Vicar Collar
E141    1” Full Vicar Collar
Acetate collar $40.00 for four
Available in collar sizes 15”-20”

Collar Studs
A311   Front Collar Stud   $5 each

Long Shank
A312   Back Collar Stud   $5 each

Short Shank
A314   Butterfly Stud        $6 each
A315   Pear Shaped Stud   $6 
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complex roughly two miles away.
This has become a handy income
stream, boosting parish finances.

Several weeks ago we were de-
clared runners-up in the National
Film Society award for best local
event. On the anniversary of the start
of World War I we ran a cabaret-style
evening. People heard moving diary
accounts and poems by locals who
fought in Flanders and on the
Somme. Food served replicated what
soldiers ate in the trenches. The cen-
trepiece was a screening of Lewis
Milestone’s award-winning 1930
American epic All Quiet on the West-
ern Front, which won two Oscars.

Our experience with Pitshanger
Pictures (that’s our brand) is that,
like so many Church of England
parishes, we are quite good at getting
people onto bridges we build into the
local community, but we find it much
more difficult to persuade people to
cross them to become part of our
worshiping life. That’s despite lots
going on: local groups use our hall
for events ranging from fitness
classes to a nursery school. There’s
an abundance of musical events.

We gradually realized we needed
to create more stepping stones to en-
courage people on the journey. There
are various options like the Alpha
Course. It is a remarkable instrument
bringing people to faith, but in Pil-
grim, a national discipleship course
launched two years ago by the
Church of England, we found some-
thing better suited to local tempera-
ments.

Church House Publishing reports
it has sold 90,000 copies of the study
book and harnesses Twitter cam-
paigns to promote it. So far eight
modules, each containing six parts,
have been released.

Pilgrim is distinctively Anglican. A
team of 31 authors worked on it, sev-
eral diocesan bishops, some academ-
ics, and the evangelist J. John. One of
its strengths is that leaders do not
need to be theological heavyweights,

and Pilgrim groups work for people
of all ages and abilities. Its main
method is Lectio Divina, which lead-
ers and participants quickly pick up.

The first module, “I turn to Christ,”
engages the six questions the baptism
service puts to parents, godparents,
and candidates able to answer for
themselves. Then follow modules of
six parts on the Lord’s Prayer, the
Commandments, and the Beatitudes.
Pilgrim has already supplemented its
foundation course with the Follow
stage: six session modules on Creeds,
Eucharist, Bible, and finally Church &
Kingdom.

Our parish has now completed the
first four modules and is moving on to
the Follow stage. It has attracted a
trickle of newcomers and held their
attention. It has formed part of our
confirmation preparation for adult
candidates. During Advent we plan
our own series, The Songs of Christ-
mas, run in the same style as Pilgrim,
comprising the Magnificat, the Gloria,
the Nunc Dimittis, and Benedictus.

Our vicar and church council agree
we now have something ready-made
in which people who come across
our threshold and want to know
more can find next steps.

John Martin

Eastern Oregon
Nominates 3
The Diocese of Eastern Oregon’s
standing committee has nominated
three priests in its search for a sev-
enth bishop.

The Rt. Rev. Bavi Rivera was
elected as Eastern Oregon’s bishop
provisional in 2009.

The Rt. Rev. William O. Gregg, the
diocese’s sixth bishop, served from
2000 to 2007, and is now an assistant
bishop in the Diocese of North Car-
olina.

The nominees are:
• The Rev. Patrick W. Bell, rector

of St. Luke’s Church, Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho

• The Rev. Jedediah Holdorph, rec-
tor of Trinity Church, Bend, Oregon

• The Very Rev. Churchill Pinder,
dean of St. Stephen’s Cathedral and
School, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

The diocese accepted nominees by
petition from Oct. 27 to Nov. 3, but
none emerged.

Global Briefs
Corrymeela Celebrates 50 years:
The Archbishop of Canterbury joined
Archbishop Eamon Martin of Ar-
magh for an ecumenical service at St.
Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast, to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of Cor-
rymeela. Northern Ireland’s oldest
peace and reconciliation organiza-
tion strives to create understanding
between divided religious communi-
ties. Archbishop Welby said Cor-
rymeela emerged “as a place which
has achieved the capacity to say even
in the worst moments that there is
hope for people who are deeply di-
vided and deeply enmeshed in con-
flict to meet each other and to talk
and to find their common humanity.”

Sharing Faith is Risky: New re-
search suggesting Christians can do
“more harm than good” when they try
to speak openly about their faith has
received mixed reaction among
church leaders. The study, commis-
sioned for the Church of England’s
General Synod and the Evangelical
Alliance, suggested people who talk
about their beliefs to friends or col-
leagues are three more times likely to
put them off God as to attract them to
the faith. Four in ten people did not
think Jesus was a real person and 22
percent thought he was a “mythical
or fictional character.” The Rt. Rev.
Michael Hill, Bishop of Bristol, said
the findings would be “greeted with
disbelief” by Synod members; all 470
members received a copy. William
Fittall, Synod’s general secretary,
agreed that some methods of evan-
gelism could be “counterproductive.”

John Martin
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By Jim Hamilton

Before he found a call to the priesthood, before
the church held any real sway in his early life
as a documentary filmmaker in New York City,

before he witnessed how ecumenism triumphs over
terror in the wilds of Iraq, Christopher Bishop said a
daring yes to driving a truck to El Salvador.

Ostensibly just along for the adventure with Oxfam
Pastors for Peace, a young Bishop found much more.
He listened to stories, shot footage, and had a political
awakening. That 1993 trip established a sense of inter-
national connectedness in Bishop, now the rector of

St. Martin’s Church in Radnor, Pennsylvania.
“What we do matters,” he said. “What we do as a

country matters. What we do as individual people
matters.”

Now that he is a priest, he knows that what we do as
a church matters. “If we are going to be vital members
of the Jesus movement it is about getting out of our
buildings and trading in our outreach committees to
actually do outreach,” he said. “The most important
and loving thing we can do is to listen.”

Listening is what started his most recent adventure.

Saying Yes
Christopher Bishop’s mission to listen in Iraq

Christopher Bishop distributes eggs to needy refugee residents of Ankawa, Kurdistan, Iraq.
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In rehearsals for St. Martin’s 2014 Christmas pag-
eant, Bishop met a construction worker from the Erbil
region of Kurdistan in Iraq. After hearing about con-
ditions in Ankawa, a sleepy Christian community
turned refugee suburb north of Erbil, he first
thought, “Somebody ought to do something.”

Then, after the problem of 120,000 fellow sisters
and brothers in Christ displaced and wanting nagged
at his heart for a few days, he began to think, “No, I
have to do something.”

He recalls the sense of drive as it turned from idea
to action: “Even if it’s just me, a Nikon, and 100
bucks, I’m going over there.”

He knew no Christians in Iraq. He had no connec-
tions, save the contract construction worker. But he
had a mission to listen.

With barely a plan in place, he presented this
yearning to the parishioners he served. He is hum-
bled by their willingness also to say yes. He calls the
small, suburban St. Martin’s “a little church trying to
recreate itself in the face of a changing mission envi-
ronment, a church charged to live outside its walls.”

He had support from the Diocese of Pennsylvania
and its bishop, the Rt. Rev. Clifton Daniels III, and he
saw God send new opportunities and partners. He
had not picked up a camera for some time and was
daunted by recent leaps in the technology of film-
making.

A direct question (“So, are you going to make a
film about this?”) challenged him to make the con-
nection between his past career and his present call.

At first he thought, “Oh no! I don’t want to do it. I
want to be a priest. I want to take some aid. I want to
offer my friendship. I want to celebrate Eucharist.”

But he remembered this: “I had said when there is
a story worth telling I’m going to go to the trouble to
make a film about it.”

This place and the people he met have an impor-
tant story to tell. Partners and places to visit began to
come together until, finally, clergy from many differ-
ent churches in Erbil started welcoming him, in
order to bring Western attention to the region.

Through successful social media campaigns and a
fundraiser at his parish called iRock 4 IRAQ, Bishop
raised the money to travel.

The people he met had stories of terror and des-
peration. “They ran with the clothes on their back.
They are living in a 10-by-15 rectangular box. They
were living a normal life and they lost everything.”
But, time and again, they said to him: “This experi-
ence has not weakened my faith, because God never
abandoned me.”

He gave out food and aid, but Bishop was con-

stantly challenged by the bravery of clergy working
across denominational lines. Their tone of daring set
a higher standard than traditional checkbook benev-
olence.

The Rev. Douglas al-Bazi stood as a rare, public
Christian figure, and that could easily mean death at
the hands of ISIS radicals. This Mar Elias priest
shifted the identity of the refugee hovels by calling
them Family Centers. He focused his efforts on giv-
ing waschildren playgrounds, green grass, gardens,
and hope. Though he had lived through capture and
torture, he decided each day to be defined by love.

Long rivalries of denominations dissolved by
necessity in Ankawa. Bishop worshiped beside
Assyrian Orthodox, Chaldean, and non-denomina-
tional Christians.

“We all have to get to the kingdom of God
together,” he says about the radical ecumenism he
saw in Iraq. He sat in the epicenter of churches say-
ing yes to each other and he saw the power of God’s
love to restore a broken people. They had every rea-
son to be fearful. Instead, they live with joy.

Bishop returned to Pennsylvania transformed.
“There is nothing special about me. The only thing is
that I decided to do it. I felt that I was supposed to be
doing it and I did it.”

He wants to inspire others to say yes and be trans-
formed, too. His film will soon be out. His journey is
chronicled on social media. “If this little church can
do this, any church can,” he said. “This mission, to
seek God and be Christ’s body in the world, we are
actually living that in small and, increasingly, larger
ways.”

The Rev. Jim Hamilton is pastoral missioner for
Church on the Square, Baltimore.

Christopher Bishop at St. David’s, Radnor: “If this little church
can do this, any church can.”
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By Retta Blaney

Like many people, actor Brian d’Arcy James was aware
of news coverage of sexual abuse by clergy in the Ro-
man Catholic Archdiocese of Boston 15 years ago, but
he did not follow it closely. He had no way of knowing
that coverage would one day be part of his life.

“It was on my radar,” he said. “I received information
wholesale and processed it as best I could.”

It was not until he read the script for Spotlight, the
new film based on The Boston Globe’s four-member in-
vestigative team that pursued and broke the story, that
he understood its magnitude. “For me it was an educa-
tion in terms of the size and scope, and the ramifica-
tions of the reporting.”

He saw the coverage as “a beacon of sorts,” coming as
it did from a mainstream news source. “People who
perhaps had not been heard or believed prior to that

could say, This is my story.”
James, 47, discussed the film in his dressing room at

Broadway’s St. James Theatre, where he is starring in the
hit musical Something Rotten! James, a churchgoing
Catholic, said that portraying Globe reporter Matt Carroll
helped him see the cover-up as “an institutional problem
with significant and widespread consequences,” but he
still finds spiritual comfort in Catholicism.

“It’s not something to make me leave the church,” he
said. “I lost a lot of faith in the institution. I’m still baffled
by it, but it didn’t stop me altogether. I’d be lying if I said
it didn’t slow me down.

“My impulse is still to attend church and experience
the ritual of the Mass.”

The movie’s goal is not to make the church look bad,
he said. “It’s the responsibility of anyone in power to do
the right thing. When they don’t, they have to be held ac-
countable.”

Photos: Kerry Hayes/Distributor: Open Road Films
The lead cast of Spotlight: Michael Keaton, Liev Schreiber, Mark Ruffalo, Rachel McAdams, John Slattery, and Brian d’Arcy James.

A David-and-Goliath Story
Brian d’Arcy James, a lifelong Roman Catholic, plays a reporter in Spotlight.

CULTURES
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It’s happenstance, he said, that the
film is being released soon after Pope
Francis’s American tour, which was
largely a boost for the church’s im-
age because of the pope’s popularity.
James does not think the film will
dim that glow.

“It’s a great thing, because the
pope made comments about sexual
abuse in the Catholic Church. He
said, ‘God weeps.’ He said he will
hold people accountable and I hope
he does. I wish he had spent more
time on that subject matter, but he
started a conversation. That creates
a space where dialogue can occur. It
all comes back to accountability.

“Catholics can see this film with-
out defensiveness.”

During his childhood in Saginaw,
Michigan, James attended St.
Stephen School. “The teachers
taught us to value education in the
way they taught us to think. It was a
great benefit. My education taught me to till the soil of
a subject.”

He was influenced by how his parents drew “a great
deal of strength and solace” from their faith.

“It allowed them to live lives fulfilling for them. It
taught them and me to live a life of thoughtfulness,
generosity, and respect for others, the Golden Rule.

“My identity has been shaped and formed by my
evolution as a Catholic. It’s something I’m proud of.”

He attends Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Sher-
man, Connecticut, with his wife, actress Jennifer
Prescott, and their 14-year-old daughter, Grace. Lately,
though, he’s “been porous in [his] attendance.”

The cast performs eight shows per week in Something
Rotten! James plays Nick Bottom, a struggling Renais-
sance playwright who hears from a soothsayer that hit
plays will someday involve singing and dancing as well
as acting. Bottom sets out to create the world’s first
musical. James is onstage for 100 of the show’s 125 min-
utes. His efforts earned him a Tony Award nomination
for best actor. The show received a total of 10 nomina-
tions, including one for best new musical.

Besides being a regular on New York stages, James
has appeared in several TV shows, including Smash and
Game Change, as well as many films, including Sisters
with Tina Fey and Amy Poehler, which premieres Dec.
18. In mid-December he will be featured in the New

York Pops holiday concerts at Carnegie Hall.
While James followed his heart into the theatre,

with his background he could easily have moved into
politics. His maternal grandfather was governor of
Michigan and his father, a lawyer, served on the city
council and was involved with Republican fundraising.
James heard stories of political life and considered fol-
lowing in the family trade “for a few seconds” before
heading to Northwestern University to major in the-
atre.

In preparing for his role in Spotlight, which also stars
Michael Keaton, Liev Schreiber, Mark Ruffalo, and
Rachel McAdams, James read Globe coverage and spent
time with Carroll to understand who he was and how
he worked. Carroll’s work and research became James’s
map into the role. People who had suffered abuse told
him their stories because of his role in the film.

“It allowed people to speak, to say ‘Let me tell you
my story.’ The movie has the potential to do that.”

It’s also a “good, old-fashioned movie,” he says.
“People love a David and Goliath story, especially

when it comes to justice. It’s a very compelling thing to
watch. Add to that the fact that it’s true, and it’s stun-
ning.”

Retta Blaney is the author of Working on the Inside: The
Spiritual Life Through the Eyes of Actors.

Rachel McAdams, Mark Ruffalo, and Brian d’Arcy James chase the sobering details of priestly abuse.



Review by John A. Thorpe

Walking Backwards
to Christmas
By Stephen Cottrell. 
Westminster John Knox. Pp. 128. $14

Building on his success in The Nail,
Bishop Cottrell has put together a
remarkable and refreshing series of
first-person reflections about the birth
of Christ through the eyes of each
character involved. Each more or less
biblical character tells a story: some

are earthy, some dark and raw. King Herod is full of
paranoid self-justification, Anna full of prophetic
wonder — but in each reflection Cottrell displays
powerful insight into the “sorts and conditions” that
surrounded Christ’s birth. And he maintains a
remarkably pious approach to the Holy Family and
the mystery of the Incarnation, even while telling
about it from the inside. Like C.S. Lewis’s Till We
Have Faces, it builds upon itself as the characters’
stories interact. Cottrell works backward, starting
from Anna and reaching all the way back to Moses;
as much as this runs contrary to the normal flow of
the Advent season, he makes it work through judi-
cious allusions to the progressing themes of Advent.
While Cottrell’s hope that this book could become an
adult Nativity play might be a little impractical
because of the length of the narratives, it would
make an excellent Advent book study, and it ought to
be read even outside its target liturgical season sim-
ply on its own merits.

Dawn from on High
Homilies for the Weekdays
of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany
By John D. Alexander. Forward Movement. 
Pp. 165. $15

Alexander’s homilies are primarily
exegetical. Keyed to the Episcopal
Church’s weekday eucharistic lec-
tionary, these short sermons link all

the readings for each day in one broad theme. The
sermons display a firm, text-centered hermeneutic
and a traditionalist theological perspective peppered
with allusions to the Fathers, Anglican liturgy, and
Church history. Clearly linked across the three sea-
sons, they are also capable of stand-alone usage and
can be read for personal devotion or as homilies for
weekday services. If the work is thin in any depart-
ment, it is in the application of biblical truths to daily
life: after treating the texts at length, Alexander usu-
ally makes a single, concise point of application and
leaves further reflection to the reader.

Expecting Jesus
Daily Meditations for Advent 
and Christmas
By Danielle Tumminio. 
Forward Movement. Pp. 104. $5

Tumminio walks readers through both
Advent and the Christmas season with
daily meditations and questions for
personal reflection. The meditations
include Advent texts from Holy Scripture, colorful
anecdotes from her ministry, quotations from popu-
lar literature, and theological reflection influenced
by liberation theology. Tumminio purposefully cen-
ters the entire work around imagery of birth and
pregnancy. Her work is strong on Christology but
weak on traditional atonement soteriology. Readers
who are new parents or expecting a child will find
much to appreciate here, but the work’s appeal is not
limited to new and soon-to-be parents. Tumminio
writes in an accessible and personal style, and her
treatment of the Magnificat during Christmas season
is worthwhile.

O Radiant Dawn
5-Minute Prayers 
Around the Advent Wreath
By Lisa M. Hendey. Ave Maria Press. Pp. 32. $1.25

This short book delivers on the promise
of its title. Hendey’s daily Advent
wreath devotions are brief, but they

Prepare for Christ
Ten books for Advent and Christmas
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16 THe LIVInG CHURCH • november 29, 2015



november 29, 2015 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   17

The essays are intelligent, but not too academic to be
accessible; they do, however, display a notable lack
of breadth in theological perspective, almost univer-
sally assuming a foundation of liberation theology.

Goodness and Light
Readings for Advent and Christmas
Michael  Leach, James Keane, and Doris
Goodnough, editors. Orbis. Pp. 300. $16

This anthology of daily readings
incudes selections from Pope Francis,
Maya Angelou, Phyllis Tickle, and
many other well-known writers. Some
selections are essays, some are
poems, some are short stories — all
are compelling and draw the reader into contempla-
tion of the Nativity of Christ. These selections are
not exegetical, but literary. Readers will find a wide
variety of literary styles and forms and a good
breadth of theological perspectives. This anthology
succeeds at the difficult task of hitting the rhythm of
the Advent season’s changing themes, such that it
would make a fine companion to a more exegetical
collection of daily readings, or to daily worship.

Advent in Narnia
Reflections for the Season
By Heidi Haverkamp. Westminster John Knox.
Pp. 112. $16

Haverkamp sets herself an ambitious
project: connect Lewis’s classic The
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
with traditional Advent Bible pas-
sages and themes as they progress
through the season. Remarkably, she
succeeds at this without the reader
feeling like the novel has been shoehorned into an
artificial framework. The connection as Haverkamp
develops it feels natural, and she avoids the tempta-
tion of equating Wardrobe with Holy Scripture. Oth-
ers of The Chronicles of Narnia are also quoted, and
she brings in Rowan Williams’s insights from The
Lion’s World, as well as Lewis’s own letters. After
four weeks’ worth of reflections, Haverkamp pro-
vides suggestions for “Narnia Nights” as family-
friendly church events and discussion prompts for
leaders of small-group studies.

include a full slate of responsive prayers, a short
reading from Holy Scripture, moments for silent
prayer, reflection questions for general audiences
and younger children, and closing prayers. The devo-
tions are designed for families or households, but
they could be used profitably by individuals or
churches as well. Theologically, the prayers and
reflection questions tend to ask some variation of
What more can you do? They could be balanced by
reflections on what God has already done in Christ.

Light upon Light
A Literary Guide to Prayer
for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany
Compiled by Sarah Art hur. 
Paraclete. Pp. 224. $18.99

Anthologies can be difficult to get
right, especially when the genres of
literature and prayer mix in close
proximity. Often this results in too
thin an appreciation for prayer or the

wholesale substitution of literary forms for liturgical
ones. Arthur, however, gets it right. An evident rev-
erence for liturgical prayer guides her choices, such
that this is no mere anthology of literature: it is an
anthology of real Christian spirituality, expressed
through a wide breadth of literary cultures and
forms. The readings begin in Advent and continue all
the way through the ordinary time of Epiphany. Each
set is preceded by a brief liturgical order suitable for
personal or small-group devotional use.

Feasting on the Word
A Thematic Resource for Preaching and
Worship
Advent Companion
David L.  Bartlett, Barbara Brown Taylor,
and Kimberly Bracken Long, editors. 
Compiled by Jessica Miller Kel ley.
Westminster John Knox. Pp. 208. $25

As with other volumes in the Feast-
ing on the Word series, this book is

eminently practical and adaptable for preachers and
worship leaders. Each week’s selection includes an
entire Sunday liturgy, including song suggestions,
responsive prayers, Scripture readings, and even a
children’s sermon. It is designed for churches that do
not use a lectionary or those that desire an alterna-
tive to the lectionary readings. Each selection also
includes four essays about the readings, essays writ-
ten by well-known scholars, preachers, and pastors.



Review by Kevin Dodge

In the 19th century, religion in America underwent
a seismic shift, as people streamed out of Episco-
pal, Congregational, and Presbyterian churches

and into Baptist and Methodist congregations. Histo-
rians of the period estimate that 2 percent of the
American population was Methodist in 1775, but by
1850 this number was closer to 35 percent. Overall
church attendance doubled during this period.

While there are many reasons for this shift, one im-
portant factor was revivalist preaching. Protestant
evangelists fanned out into the countryside with a

message of salvation, promising eternal life if one
would just believe. This preaching had great effect,
but often came at the expense of fidelity to orthodox
doctrines such as substitutionary atonement, salva-
tion by grace, and original sin.

As Charles Finney, the most effective of the evan-
gelists, put it: “Gospel salvation seemed to me to be an
offer of something to be accepted, and that it was full
and complete; and that all that was necessary on my
part, was to get my own consent to give up my sins
and accept Christ” (Memoirs, p. 14). Finney’s gospel,
which exhorts us to “accept Jesus into our hearts,”
has been with us ever since.

Too Simple

Every Valley
Advent with the Scriptures of Handel’s
Messiah
Compiled by Jessica Miller Kel ley. 
Westminster John Knox. Pp. 192. $15

The subtitle of this work describes it
perfectly: it is an exploration of the
texts of Holy Scripture that form the
libretto of Handel’s classic oratorio.
It is neither an exploration of the ora-

torio for its own sake, nor of Handel’s music, but it
does connect the familiar words and music with a
devotional application of those scriptures. Its treat-
ment of the biblical texts is expansive, scholarly but
accessible, and leads into plenty of application for
daily life. If a church choir is preparing to sing Mes-
siah for Advent, this work would make an outstand-
ing devotional study as members prepare not only to
sing a classic work of art but also to proclaim the
gospel through Handel’s straight-from-Scripture
libretto. Theologically, the book stays close to tradi-
tional understandings of the bodily resurrection and
eschatology, but in key points it lacks the Atonement
theology and the identification of Isaiah’s suffering
servant as Christ that undergirded Handel’s treat-
ment of the texts.

Exploring Advent with Luke
Four Questions for Spiritual Growth
By Timothy Clayton.
Ave Maria Press. Pp. 160. $13.95

For anyone wishing to add a touch of
monastic spirituality to Advent, Clay-
ton’s reflections will be perfect. But
the added value to this work is its
deep engagement with the text of the
first two chapters of Luke. Like a very
readable mini-commentary, each week’s essay digs
into Greek keywords and focuses intently on key
characters, their contexts, and their motivations. But
then each essay (four for the weeks of Advent, one
for Christmas Day, and one for the Christmas sea-
son) turns toward the spiritual life, centered on sig-
nificant questions asked by the biblical characters
and how those questions resonate with modern daily
life. This book would make a rewarding parish
Advent study or a fine discipline of advance sermon
preparation for the pastor hoping to engage the
themes of Advent and Christmas with scholarly acu-
men, theological clarity, and spiritual sensitivity.

The Rev. John A. Thorpe is chaplain of St. John’s
Episcopal School in Dallas.
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N.T. Wright’s latest book, Simply Good News, is an at-
tempt to define the gospel. With characteristic fervor,
Wright is out to convince the reader that the gospel is
not a set of instructions on how to get heaven but a
proclamation of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.
As he puts it, the gospel is good news, not good advice.

Wright’s admirers will find many familiar themes in
this book. His central argument can be found in inchoate
form in What St. Paul Really Said (p. 133). Wright ad-
mits that his treatment of Revelation 21 and 22 is
broadly congruent with what he wrote in Surprised by
Hope (p. 90). Wright’s handling of covenant and new
creation is similar to many of his works, including his
lengthy discussion in Justification. Wright’s insistence
that the gospel must be understood within its second-
Temple Jewish context appears to be reworked from
Paul in Fresh Perspective.

Wright is certainly correct to press against popular un-
derstandings, reminding readers that the gospel is what

St. Paul told us it was: that Christ “died for our sins in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). This really is
good news because, as Wright points out, now every-
thing is different after Jesus’ resurrection. Thus, Wright’s
core message is helpful and timely.

But significant problems occur because of Wright’s
tendency to make big claims without much support.

In explaining how the Church has lost the gospel, Wright
claims that this results from “collusion with the legacy
of the Middle Ages” (p. 83). The upshot of this is that “for
the last thousand years or so” the Church has been pre-
senting the gospel poorly (p. 64). This is a startling
claim, and Wright offers scant support for it. Are we
supposed to believe that the entire Church has had little
idea for 1,000 years what the gospel was until greater
knowledge of second-Temple Judaism came along? Al-
though Wright gives Calvin and Luther a pass (once

again, without any supporting evidence), one won-
ders how the Church has managed for so long with
such an erroneous understanding.

Further, Wright claims that in the Middle Ages,
“though everyone gave lip service to mainstream reli-
gious belief, it doesn’t seem to have made a radical
difference in most people’s lives” (p. 148). This is at
least highly debatable. As Cambridge’s Eamon Duffy
has concluded: “Medieval English Catholicism was,
up to the very moment of its dissolution, a highly suc-
cessful enterprise, the achievement by the official
church of a quite remarkable degree of lay involve-
ment and investment, and of a corresponding degree
of doctrinal orthodoxy” (The Stripping of the Altars,
p. xviii). Perhaps Wright disagrees, but he provides no
evidence to help us evaluate his claim.

Moreover, Wright frequently admonishes the reader
that the gospel “is not [about] going to heaven when
you die” (p. 90). Fair enough. Wright is on firm ground

when he writes that the culmination of the bibli-
cal story is the “rescue and renewal of the whole
creation” (p. 91) and that the “new creation has
[already] begun” (p. 95).

But Wright goes further when he claims that
heaven is merely “a signpost to an unknowable
reality rather than a precise and accurate label
for a specific place” (p. 145). Heaven is unknow-
able? For centuries, the Church has been grap-
pling with the reality of heaven, most tangibly
through the Christian sacraments. In this book,
Wright presents the gospel as inherently word-
centered. This leaves little room for sacrament
and thus no tangible way of intuiting what differ-
ence the promise of heaven makes for this life.

Do not heaven and earth, time and eternity, God
and man come together in the Eucharist? It may be a
mystery, but according to Gregory of Nyssa it is a
mystery that changes us (Catechetical Oration,
XXXVII). Indeed, as Wright argues, everything is dif-
ferent because of the gospel. Yet, since first-century
Jewish backgrounds drive his argument, Wright needs
a way to bring the gospel into a contemporary Chris-
tian context, one that can accommodate not just Paul
but Peter’s metaphor of theosis as well (2 Pet. 1:4).

Simply Good News is a timely book with a useful
central argument. Readers who want Wright’s think-
ing distilled into a highly digestible, easy-to-read for-
mat will profit from it. Those who are used to more
subtlety might prefer his previous works.

A parishioner at Church of the Incarnation in Dal-
las, Kevin Dodge is author of Confessions of a
Bishop: A Guide to Augustine’s Confessions (2014).

Simply Good News
Why the Gospel is News 

and What Makes it Good
By N.T. Wr ight. HarperOne. Pp. 189. $24.99
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Review by Andrew M. Harmon

While waiting is central to our human existence,
ours is perhaps the least patient generation in
history. As David Baily Harned puts it, we per-

ceive waiting as entirely accidental (p. 5). For us, “real
life” is the equivalent of doing something, and we are
most ourselves, most human, when we are in control of
that doing. Our understanding of patience follows suit:
the unspoken gumption that helps us through our mod-
ern malaise.

Harned wants to argue that this a mistaken take on
“real life,” which props up only a semblance of the
virtue. The results are jarring: we have become in-
creasingly impatient, and yet we have failed to under-
stand what precisely patience means or looks
like (p. 18). The remedy, by Harned’s lights, is a
thicker description of patience as a virtue but-
tressed by historical reflection from some of the
past’s most capable thinkers. 

Patience’s roots can be found in the Hebrew
and Christian Scriptures, wherein we witness
God’s incredible forbearance, mercy, and prom-
ise for his people (p. 29). Jesus more fully exem-
plifies and embodies the divine patience re-
vealed in the Hebrew Scriptures (pp. 32-40).
Perhaps most acutely, the early Church sensed
that learning to welcome suffering’s many forms
simply was the Christian lot. Versed in Stoic
thought and rhetoric, Tertullian, Cyprian, and
Augustine crafted a distinct moral vision with patience
as its hallmark. While these North African thinkers owe
much of their development to Stoic reflection, theirs is
a posture not free from emotion and passion (p. 43) but
ordered in disposition and effusive in thanksgiving.

Still, Harned thinks these (and other) early Chris-
tians run into trouble because of their uncritical debts
to Stoic equanimity (pp. 44-45). Echoing the Stoic clar-
ion call to self-control, Tertullian contended the greatest
and first sin was one of impatience, of Adam’s impetu-
ous affect. Cyprian shows signs of shaking the Stoic
hangover, assigning patience to God as a divine perfec-
tion. Augustine too builds out from this tradition by
emphasizing the important of perseverance in the face
of uncertainty or adversity. 

Marking the transition from patristic to medieval re-
flection is Gregory the Great’s commentary on the book

of Job. Filled with aphorisms and illustrations for every-
day use, Gregory’s text named the driving importance of
patience as suffering through misfortune. In the thought
of Thomas Aquinas, patience goes from atop the hier-
archy of moral excellences to each excellence’s infused
core. Thomas à Kempis marked yet another shift in lan-
guage and tone: moving from the academy to the prayer
bench and describing the virtues through the personal
language of friendship and love.

John Calvin, perhaps more than any other, indicated
that divine sovereignty shaped patience (p. 83). That
God knows and rules all implied that human beings
were to trust God, exemplifying forbearance and en-
during hardships along the way. Calvin also introduced
the concept of mortification, constituted by self-denial

and bearing the cross, as constitutive of godlikeness.
Jeremiah Burroughs, representative of Puritan reflec-
tion on patience, examined adversities in the grand nar-
rative of God’s saving works in hopes of engendering
humility. Søren Kierkegaard, who rounds out Harned’s
narrative, stressed the patience to will one thing; this
was primarily to understand the “slowness of the Good”
(pp. 98-106). 

Chapter six marks the turning point in Patience;
Harned begins to define what does and does not

constitute the virtue. He weaves together myriad Chris-
tian witnesses in hopes of supplementing the thin, four-
fold dictionary definition of patience: endurance of
hardship, forbearance, willingness to wait, and perse-
verance (pp. 111-12). In Harned’s moral vision, faith
knits these aspects together. He names patience a di-

A Neglected Virtue

Patience
How We Wait Upon the World
By David Baily Harned. Wipf & Stock.

Pp. 234. $26
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To see our full selection of Advent and Christmas offerings, visit 
www.forwardmovement.org. Order online or call: 800-543-1813.

PAUSE. BREATHE. REFLECT. You can prepare today to celebrate our Savior’s coming, becoming  
a more faithful disciple this Advent and Christmas. These daily meditations, available in both book 
and e-book forms, offer you and your congregation a path for the journey.

Soul Proclamations 
Singing the Magnificat with Mary 
#2382 | $5.00 | $4 ea. for 10+ copies
Join Mary’s proclamation this Advent as you let your soul 
sing the Magnificat with her. Walk with Mary as you 
prepare your heart and mind and ready yourself to respond 
to Jesus. Daily meditations feature the writings of well-known 
faith and thought leaders in The Episcopal Church. 

Dawn from on High 
#2344 | $15.00 | $10 ea. for 10+ copies
In these inspiring and accessible meditations based  
on the eucharistic lectionary of The Episcopal 
Church, John Alexander provides a theologically 
rich and biblically grounded journey through Advent, 
Christmastide, and the first days of Epiphanytide. 

Expecting Jesus 
#2298 | $5 | $4 ea. for 10+ copies
Are you expecting Jesus this Christmas? Are you 
prepared to receive him? Advent offers a time for 
preparation, to wait in hopeful expectation for the 
coming of our Savior. Author, Episcopal priest, and 
new mom Danielle Tumminio explores birth – both 
the physical birth of Jesus and the metaphorical 
opportunities for rebirth in our spiritual lives. 

The Stillness We Seek 
#2076 | $5 | $4 ea. for 10+ copies
This Advent, rest in the Lord. Be present and watchful.
Guided by the psalms, author Cathy H. George travels 
back to her past, reflecting on the moments and 
memories that have shaped her faith and offering 
spiritual support for all who seek stillness. 

ARE YOU READY?

vine perfection given by grace that must be nourished
and enacted in public; still its root, like all Christian
virtues, is gift rather than achievement (p. 113). 

Only time, marked by deep attention and care, can re-
veal the world as it truly is (p. 128) and begin to combat
patience’s rivals: impatience, apathy, boredom, and dis-
placement (p. 148). And while some might disparage pa-
tience as unduly resigned, Harned argues the unity of
the virtues bucks against the claim. True patience for
Harned comes packaged with the other virtues, cardinal
and theological, knowing how and when and where to
act justly, prudently, temperately, and courageously. In
fact, he insists that the converse is true too: none of the
virtues exist outside of patience (p. 160).

If Harned’s main hunch is right, that to be human is to
wait and even to suffer, then it is through that waiting
and suffering that we discern our capacities for acting
freely and fully. This is not the way of the unaffected
sage, Harned contends, but the way of Christ, who for
the world’s sake patiently endured the road set before

him, even to the point of death (p. 179).
For all of Patience’s artfulness, some nuance would

be helpful. In seeking to offer a uniquely Christian pro-
posal for virtue, Harned cleanly pits classical or philo-
sophical outlooks against their biblical or theological
perfections (pp. 69, 107, 109, 113), presenting the reader
with neat dichotomies sometimes more apparent than
real. Along similar lines, Harned will speak in general of
our culture, or our age, or “the modern world” in a way
that seems too facile (p. 116). Neither of these quibbles
is damning and is not meant to take away from a fine
meditation on a virtue long in need of recovery.

Unsurprisingly, Patience is best slowly digested.
While it will likely be of interest to moral theologians
and some historians, Harned’s book is accessible to a
broad audience and, given its organization, would be es-
pecially suited to book groups.

Andrew M. Harmon is a doctoral candidate in theol-
ogy at Marquette University, Milwaukee.
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By John C. Bauerschmidt

Years ago I used to attend an occasional weekday
Eucharist at a neighboring parish. On certain feast

days the preacher’s opening gambit was to say some-
thing like, “We don’t know much about Saint
Whomever, but in spite of that ….” Having offered this
sacrificial pawn to his listeners, in the hopes that they
would take it, the preacher went on to make his
homiletical point, which of course I do not remember.

This sacrificial opening always left me raw, since
the point was never made that sanctity has nothing to
do with notoriety, a very modern confusion exploited
by reality television; and that in regard to the com-
munion of saints, biography is, if not beside the point,
pretty close to it. Keen observers of the Church calen-

dar will have noted that not much has changed in re-
gard to this confusion, except that the saints we do not
know much about are now overwhelmed by the holy
women and men about whom we know way too much.

My preacher friend would have so enjoyed our cele-
bration today, the feast of Saints Simon and Jude, apos-
tles. Indeed, we do not know much about them, except
the absolutely crucial point that they were numbered
among the Twelve. The calling of the Twelve by Jesus
Christ is one of the most prominent reminders that the
Messiah came to reform the life of the people of God,
the community of faith; and that the perpetuation of
the Twelve with the calling of Matthias as a witness to
the resurrection (Acts 2:22) was a sign that this com-
munity was to continue. The Twelve were the nucleus
of the Church, the leaders of twelve notional tribes
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So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of God. —Eph. 2:19

Good News to Share
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that perpetuated in a new key the life of Israel. Now all
the nations of the earth were included, Jew and Gentile
alike, in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

The Church is a communion of saints, a fellowship of
believers; citizens of a common city and members of
the same household, as our reading from Ephesians re-
minds us. It is God’s household to which we are called
and of which we are made members in baptism. We are
built up on the foundation of apostles and prophets,
and Jesus Christ himself is the cornerstone. These are
huge claims to make about the community of faith, the
Catholica that is the mother of us all, which includes
the many in the one; a wide and expansive vision that
lifts our eyes beyond this “momentary affliction” (2
Cor. 4:17) to the true horizon that lies ahead. That vi-
sion is precisely the one we need, and we are grateful
to these apostles for providing the occasion to re-
member it.

We are mindful also on this occasion of those who
have gone before us. The Living Church Foundation
prays in its annual gathering for benefactors and con-
tributors of the past who have gone before us into the
larger life prepared for all the saints of God. Prayer for
the dead is a work of charity, a sign of the love that

Support the gift of music in your faith community during all your special celebrations this holiday season.

We’ll take care of the rest.

Navigating the complicated world of music reprint permissions so you don’t have to.

Learn more licensingonline.org/Episcopal

1 800-452-9805 | LicenSingOnline.org

binds all the saints together in one communion and fel-
lowship. It is no small part of the work we do as a foun-
dation, recalling their witness with gratitude and nur-
turing the bonds of our communion with them through
our common prayer.

Our name is fortunate here at THE LIVING CHURCH, for
the Church is a living organism whose members are all
alive in Christ. The apostolic witness we celebrate to-
day in this feast provides us with a vision of the Church
spread out in time and space, from the Twelve gathered
by Christ and then sent out in mission after his resur-
rection, even to these saints gathered here today to do
the work of the Church. Church work is good work, a
“good work” in fact; and the strivings of the saints are
Christ’s own work within us and a treasury of merit
that is Christ’s own as well. We have been given Good
News here at THE LIVING CHURCH, good news of Christ’s
death and resurrection, and it’s our privilege to share it
with others.

The Rt. Rev. John C. Bauerschmidt is Bishop of Ten-
nessee. He preached this homily on Oct. 28 at St. Mar-
tin’s Church, Houston, at the annual requiem Mass of
the Living Church Foundation.
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The Living Church Foundation
Welcomes New Members
The Living Church Foundation held its annual meeting Oct. 28 at St. Martin’s
Church in Houston. The Rev. Dr. Russell Levenson, Jr., rector of St. Martin’s,
is a member of the foundation.

The foundation elected 12 new members:
• Dr. Garwood Anderson, professor of New Testament at Nashotah House

Theological Seminary
• Mr. Richard Clements, CEO and co-owner of 405 Plastics & Distribution

in Oklahoma City
• The Rev. Jake Dell, former manager of digital marketing and advertising

sales for the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society and a lieutenant in the
U.S. Navy Reserve’s Chaplain Corps

• The Rev. Dr. Julia Gatta, professor of pastoral theology at the University
of the South’s School of Theology

• The Rt. Rev. Dr. Josiah Idowu-Fearon, secretary general of the Anglican
Communion

• The Rev. S. Thomas Kincaid III, vice rector of Church of the Incarnation,
Dallas, and treasurer of the foundation

• The Rt. Rev. Dr. Graham Kings, mission theologian of the Anglican Com-
munion

• The Rev. Dr. David Marshall, director of the Anglican Episcopal House of
Studies at Duke Divinity School

• The Rev. Andrew Petiprin, rector of St. Mary of the Angels, Orlando
• The Rev. Leigh Spruill, rector of St. George’s Church, Nashville
• The Rev. Dr. George Sumner, now-Bishop of Dallas
• The Rt. Rev. and Rt. Hon. Dr. Rowan Williams of Oystermouth, master of

Magdalene College, University of Cambridge, and 104th Archbishop of Can-
terbury (2002-12)

Seven foundation members were re-elected:
• The Rev. Dr. Michael B. Cover, assistant professor of theology at Mar-

quette University and a priest of the Diocese of Dallas
• Prudence Dailey, chairman of the Prayer Book Society in England and a

lay member of the Church of England’s General Synod since 2000
• The Most Rev. Gerald James Ian Ernest, Archbishop of the Province of the

Indian Ocean
• The Rev. Dr. Andrew Goddard, associate director of the Kirby Laing In-

stitute for Christian Ethics at Tyndale House, Cambridge, and a part-time
teacher at Trinity College, Bristol

• Dr. Colin Podmore, director of Forward in Faith (U.K.) and secretary of
the Society’s Council of Bishops

• The Very Rev. Dr. Graham M. Smith, dean of St. George’s College in
Jerusalem

• Dr. Shirleen Wait, a retired national curriculum specialist and owner of At-
lantic Beach Connections, LLC, a property management company in Atlantic
Beach, Florida

Two board members were re-elected:
• The Rt. Rev. D. Bruce MacPherson, Bishop of Western Louisiana (2002-

12), president
• Mr. Richard Mammana, Jr., archivist

Two foundation members completed their terms during this meeting:
• The Rev. Dr. Charles Henery, Delafield, Wisconsin
• Mr. David A. Kalvelage, Hot Springs Village, Arkansas
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Outreach and Mission 
to the World

Whether we are reaching out to help others
less fortunate in the local community or
another country, doing so “makes the heart
happy!” for parishioners at St. Martin’s
Episcopal Church in Houston, Texas. In
response to Our Lord Jesus’ call to reach
out in love and service to others, we partner
with more than 50 agencies citywide and
abroad in numerous projects, events,
grants, donation drives, and more. Each
week there is an organized effort to serve
others and share in fellowship with other
parishioners.

One of St. Martin’s largest Outreach
Ministry groups is our mentoring or advo-
cacy groups for young children, adolescent
boys, and men. More than 100 church
members serve as mentors for children or
men in need. Local mission opportunities
give parishioners the chance to take part in
a wide range of activities as well, from serv-
ing holiday meals to the needy and leading
worship services for the homeless, to mak-
ing sandwiches for hungry kids and hosting
food drives for the underserved. 

Parishioners also are involved in mutu-
ally transformative and long-lasting rela-
tionships that extend far beyond the church
campus. During mission trips to San Jose,
Costa Rica, parishioners helped build a
church; in Cochabamba, Bolivia, church

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
717 Sage Road, Houston, TX 77056

713.621.3040 | stmartinsepiscopal.org

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor

SUNDAY’S READINGS | 1 Advent, November 29

Jer. 33:14-16 • Ps. 25:1-9 • 1 Thess. 3:9-13 • Luke 21:25-33

Alert

The end is not yet, but the end is
near. The sun’s boiling heat, the

pocked moon, the beauty of a black
sky salted with stars, salmon-colored
clouds at dusk, deliver the Son of
Man and the angels of heaven. There
is a way of seeing that unveils the
surface of limited perception, that
pushes out and beyond into wide-
open wonder. God is this parousia,
literary, “this presence,” a presence
that is and is coming. Signs have
said so, in the sun, and the moon, and
the stars. If you have eyes to see,
look and know that he is near. “Stand
up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near”
(Luke 21:28). Go out to the night sky;
walk under the midday sun; sense his
coming.

The earth is troubled. The seas
rage and churn. “The people faint
from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the earth” (Luke 21:26).
They always have. There is nothing
new under the sun. We could despair,
but do not for the rock-solid reason
that a promise has been sewn into
us, the promise of God’s arrival, jus-
tice, and righteousness over this land
(Jer. 33:15). “The days are surely
coming, says the Lord, when I will
fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Ju-
dah” (Jer. 33:14). St. Jerome’s Vulgate
has a Christian eye. It says, “Ecce
dies veniunt, dicit Dominus, et sus-
citabo verbum bonum” (Behold the
days are coming, says the Lord, and I
will raise up a good word). And the
Word was with God, and was God,
and dwelt among us. The Word is the
justice and righteousness that is pres-
ent in and is ever coming to this bro-
ken and tragic world. We do not lose
hope. Instead, we remain alert and
attuned to the coming of the king-
dom of God.

There is work to do. We may in-
crease and abound in love for one an-
other and for all (1 Thess. 3:12). We
may strengthen our heart in holiness,

making the heart a castle for a blame-
less God (1 Thess. 3:13). Loving God
and our neighbor, and waiting, and
giving all of our heart, mind, and
soul, unveils the moment as God’s
fresh coming. And the God who
comes wants justice and righteous-
ness, salvation, and safety. This is not
from us, but it is a work given to us.

Yet nothing is expected and no hu-
man work is done if energies are dis-
sipated by drunkenness and worry.
And what of the Church with its slo-
gans, mission statements, campaigns,
noise and fuss, alcoholism and glut-
tony? Some gentle but firm exhorta-
tion is needed. Our minds and bodies
and souls are called to this deep ex-
pectancy, the awareness that we live
not to ourselves alone, but to Christ,
and in the power of his bracing love
that convicts and renews. In the sure
confidence of Christ’s love for us, we
ready ourselves “to stand before the
Son of Man.”

In contemplative silence, in loud
praise, in daily duties, and in right-
eous action, Christ arrives. Who is
he? He is “intelligent, holy, unique,
complex, subtle, mobile, clear, un-
polluted, distinct, invulnerable, lov-
ing the good, keen, irresistible, benef-
icent, humane, steadfast, sure, free
from anxiety, all-powerful, oversee-
ing all, and penetrating through all
spirits that are intelligent, pure, and
altogether subtle” (Wis. 7:22-23). He
who comes is the beginning, middle,
and end of all things.

Look It Up
Read Psalm 25:5. You can wait all day
long in the desire of your heart.

Think About It
Jesus does not want you to look and
perceive, to listen and understand, in
the same old way (Mark 4:12). He
wants you to see his invisible arrival
in the visible mysteries of this world
(Rom. 1:20). He wants you alert.

members played alongside the children of
Amistad Mission orphanage; and near
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, volunteers part-
nered with the Texas Water Mission to
bring clean water to communities in need.
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 2 Advent, December 6

Bar. 5:1-9 or Mal. 3:1-4 • Cant. 4 or 16 • Phil. 1:3-11 • Luke 3:1-6

Burning
Avivid and forceful mention of the

mass migration from Iraq,
Afghanistan, Syria, northern Africa,
and other places to the shores of Eu-
rope and other Western nations
should be quite enough to outlaw
happy Christmas carols in this Advent
season. People leave their homeland
because of war, persecution, terror-
ism, and desperate poverty. It is a gru-
eling and dangerous journey from ills
known to hopes mixed with fear and
anxiety. Hosting nations will find
their hospitality stretched and tested;
unfounded prejudices are not easily
contained. A humanitarian crisis of
unimaginable scale is unfolding.

Today we remember the migration
of the children of Israel from their
exile in Babylon to their homeland, a
migration permitted under the rule
of Cyrus, king of Persia. They felt
their exile as a punishment, they
wept in bitter sorrow, they struggled
on the path toward home when prov-
idence arrived. It was bitter and slow.
But hope was present in their steps,
in the risks they took, in the land they
remembered and planned to renew.
In all this bitterness, there was some-
thing beautiful at work, the beauty of
persistent hope. The prophet Baruch
says, “Take off the garment of your
sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem,
and put on forever the beauty of the
glory from God” (Bar. 5:1). He sees
sorrow and suffering and exhaustion
as something real, but not the skin on
their backs, not the marrow of their
bones, and not a genetic destiny. Sor-
row and affliction may be thrown off
and replaced with robes of right-
eousness, a headdress of diadems,
and divine splendor (Bar. 5:2-3).
Baruch speaks for God, recreating
the landscape: mountains and hills
lowered, valleys lifted, a path se-
cured, the shading woods emit a fra-
grant hope. The people will arrive.

The journey is hard, the arrival
harder. As they build a city and a tem-
ple, the Lord comes. “Who can en-

dure the day of his coming, and who
can stand when he appears? He is
like a refiner’s fire and like a fuller’s
soap; … He will purify the descen-
dants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver” (Mal. 3:2-4). They
sowed with tears, but reap with joy in
the promise of a beautiful homecom-
ing. But they find refining fire at the
center of their dream. Is this a con-
tradiction?

The city is civic order and the tem-
ple the place of prescribed religious
duty. Consider a story: “Abbot Lot
came to Abbot Joseph and said, Fa-
ther according as I am able, I keep
my little rule, and my little fast, my
prayer, meditations and contempla-
tive silence; and according as I am
able I strive to cleanse my heart of
thoughts: now what more should I
do? The Elder rose up in reply and
stretched out his hands to heaven,
and his fingers became like ten lamps
of fire. He said: Why not be totally
changed into fire?” (Sayings of the
Desert Fathers, trans. Thomas Mer-
ton). The judgment of the just judge
is enlightenment.

In Advent we are each to make our
way along a prepared path, to John
and his baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. Yet our little bath
is not enough. “He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke
3:16). There is no escaping. “For
everyone will be salted with fire”
(Mark 9:49). This purifying, however,
is good for one and for all: “Have salt
in yourselves and be at peace with
one another” (Mark 9:50).

Look It Up
Read Phil. 1:6. Homecoming and cleans-
ing: God will bring it to completion.

Think About It
The bush was blazing, yet it was not
consumed. Put your head back, open
your mouth, and swallow the flame
that rests just over you. You’re better
when you burn.
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 3 Advent, December 13

Zeph. 3:14-20 • Cant. 9 • Phil. 4:4-7 • Luke 3:7-18

Judgment and Mercy
Zephaniah poured out the venom

of divine judgment against King
Josiah’s multinational idolatries.
Everyone was implicated. He thus
roared until he, or his devout redac-
tor, grew exhausted with the foul
smell of wrath. Joy broke through.
He said, speaking for God, “Sing
aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Is-
rael! Rejoice and exult with all your
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The
Lord has taken away the judgments
against you” (Zeph. 3:14-15). God is
near and in the song. “The Lord, your
God, is in your midst, a warrior who
gives victory; he will rejoice over you
with gladness, he will renew you in
his love; he will exult over you with
loud singing as on a day of festival”
(Zeph. 3:17-18).

A day of festival is anticipated right
along with a day of wrath. Wrath is
God’s truth in the face of human cor-
ruption, which, after it has blown,
leaves a humanity adjusted to its
providential place. “For I will leave in
the midst of you a people humble and
low. They shall seek refuge in the
name of the Lord — the remnant of
Israel …. Then they will pasture and
lie down, and no one shall make
them afraid” (Zeph. 3:12-13). It is
good to be human again. It’s good to
walk in a world not merely our own.

John the Baptist stands in the tra-
dition of prophetic judgment. He
called the gathering crowd a “brood
of vipers.” His question is a thinly
veiled threat: “Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come?” (Luke
3:7). He is speaking directly to their
expectation, a narrative they well
know. “That day will be a day of
wrath, a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation, a day
of darkness and gloom, a day of
cloud and thick darkness, a day of
trumpet blast and battle cry against
the fortified cities and against the
lofty battlements” (Zeph. 1:15-16).
John knows, as do the people, that a
devout and holy life can only exist in

the face of a sober meditation on the
brevity of life and the certainty of di-
vine judgment. Bear good fruit, share
your extra coat, collect the amount
prescribed, do not extort money. God
is not mocked.

So the announcement “The Lord is
near” sits uneasily alongside “Do not
worry about anything” (Phil. 4:5-6).
Yet the Lord has never been nearer
than in the living flame of love (John
of the Cross) blazing out in the per-
son of Jesus Christ. Jesus said hard
words too. People walked away, tried
to entrap him, caught him, mocked
him, and killed him. But for all the
fire of his presence and the promise
that he will come to judge, he is from
before all beginnings and to the ages
of ages, a pure divine person and the
full substance of love. He is the truth,
and the truth is never less than flame,
never less than love.

Can this be said? Truth and mercy,
God’s truth and mercy, have kissed
each other. Caution is required. A
ponderous tone and even a hint of
threat will not sell in this time. The
sermon is over when people stop lis-
tening. And yet, if gauged carefully,
people will listen and receive the
truth of their own need. They know
they are not altogether good. Seeing
this, they may see and feel the need
for mercy.

In the face of mercy, what are we
to say but this: “Sing aloud, O daugh-
ter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice
and exult with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem!” (Zeph. 3:14).

Look It Up
Read Phil. 4:7. Mercy brings peace
unimaginable.

Think About It
Truth and need make an empty flask
ready for water from the springs of
salvation.

Upholding Worship
and eology

All Souls’ Anglican Foundation was es-
tablished in 1994 by a group of parish-
ioners from All Souls’ Episcopal
Church in Oklahoma City as an inde-
pendent and duly registered 501(c)(3)
charitable entity. e Foundation has
as its sole purpose the perpetuation
and expansion of traditional Anglican
worship and theology. It has over the
course of the years sponsored and or-
ganized a number of theological con-
ferences and seminars with such noted
speakers as William H. Ralston, James
I. Packer, Robert Crouse, Peter Kree,
Victor Lee Austin, Leander Harding,
George Sumner, Ephraim Radner, Ed-
ward Salmon, Michael Hawkins, Tony
Burton, and numerous other clerics
and theologians. e Foundation was
also a sponsoring partner in the devel-
opment of the app iPray BCP.  It is
presently collaborating with the Prayer
Book Society of the U.S.A. on a special
educational project.

All Souls Anglican Foundation
6909 NW Grand Blvd.

Oklahoma City, OK 73116-5001

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor
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CHURCH FURNISHINGS

THREE MUSIC POSITIONS: The University of the
South seeks candidates for three positions in music, effec-
tive July 1, 2016: Organist and Choirmaster of All Saints’
Chapel; professor (rank unspecified) of voice in the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences; and professor (rank unspeci-
fied) of church music in the School of Theology.

It is anticipated that the three appointees will work col-
legially beyond their primary appointments in developing
the musical life of the University.

A letter of application and a comprehensive curricu-
lum vitae should be sent to the cognizant dean, by Decem-
ber 15, 2015 for fullest consideration.  References and
supporting documents will be sought at a later stage in the
search process.

Addresses are as follows: Office of the Dean, All
Saints’ Chapel, 735 University Avenue; Office of the
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, 735 University
Avenue; Office of the Dean, School of Theology, 335 Uni-
versity Avenue; all located in Sewanee, TN 37383.

The University of the South is an equal opportunity
educational institution that is committed to creating and

POSITIONS OFFERED

advertising@livingchurch.org   
(414) 292-1245

Many of St. Andrew’s members are retired, and come from all 
walks of life and sexual orientations. Some knowledge of Spanish 
is a plus, but not necessary.

Our incumbent is retiring. We have a permanent part-time/paid 
position available in this low-cost environment.

Application deadline: March 1, 2016
Send inquiries to: anglicanchurcha@gmail.com

www.standrewsriberas.com

Tired of Cold Winters 
and Hot Summers?

St. Andrew’s is a small parish in need of a part-time rector 
who will minister primarily to English-speaking (and some 
Spanish-speaking) parishioners. Our nationalities include:

• Canadian 45%    • American 45%    • Mexican 10%.

Opening:  PART-TIME RECTOR
Parish:   St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Mexico
Where:   �e best climate in the Western hemisphere:  
  Lake Chapala, Jalisco, Mexico — where 
  high elevation and southern latitude 
  make year-round seasons of spring and fall.

Active parish near interstate 11/2 hours from Gulf Coast
beaches seeks rector; contact sawbonz@saloom.net
for info.

SOCIETY FOR EASTERN RITE ANGLICANISM:
a faith-based organization committed to promoting and
sustaining a movement towards an established Eastern
Rite in the Anglican Communion. Join or more info at
www.easternanglicanism.org.

RECTOR: St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church in
Cheyenne, Wyoming, is recruiting a part-time Rector. St.
Christopher’s is a small but mighty parish located in the
capitol of Wyoming. Become a part of our 60,000 person
community in the “Equality State,” where there are 300
days of sunshine, clean air, no state income tax, a good
school system with a community college and a relatively
low cost of living. If you are a veteran, Cheyenne offers
all the amenities of FE Warren AFB, Veteran’s Adminis-
tration Medical Center, property tax exemption of $3,000,
in-state tuition and more. For a copy of our ministry port-
folio, please contact Alex Bowler, Chairman of the
Search Committee, at nabowler@aol.com or visit our
website at www.stchrischeyenne.diowy.org.

NNOOTTIICCEE: MOVING SERVICES

Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net • skip@custommovers.net
““MMoovviinngg EEppiissccooppaall cclleerrggyy ttoo nneeww mmiinniissttrriieess ssiinnccee 11998822..””

Clergy discounts   • Only one survey/ 3 estimates   • Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans   • Late pick-up/delivery penalties*

Internet satellite tracking   • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752
*Certain Restrictions apply

Visit livingchurch.org
to read daily news
updates, manage your
subscription, and learn
more about the ministry
of THE LIVING CHURCH.



Birmingham, Alabama
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
OF THe ADVenT
2017 Sixth Ave. n. • 205.251.2324
adventbirmingham.org

Vail, Colorado
CHURCH OF THe TRAnSFIGURATIOn
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Bradenton, Florida
CHRIST CHURCH
4030 Manatee Ave. W. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIOCeSe OF FLORIDA
325 n. Market St. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

Orlando, Florida
DIOCeSe OF CenTRAL FLORIDA
1017 e. Robinson St. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

Sarasota, Florida
CHURCH OF THe ReDeeMeR
222 South Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

Savannah, Georgia
THe COLLeGIATe CHURCH
OF ST. PAUL THe APOSTLe
1802 Abercorn St. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Savannah, Georgia
ST. JOHn’S CHURCH
1 W. Macon St. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Chicago, Illinois
DIOCeSe OF CHICAGO
65 e Huron St. • 312.751.4200
episcopalchicago.org

Springfield, Illinois
DIOCeSe OF SPRInGFIeLD
821 S. Second St. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

Shreveport, Louisiana
ST. MARK’S CATHeDRAL 
908 Rutherford Street • 318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Chevy Chase, Maryland
ALL SAInTS CHURCH
3 Chevy Chase Circle • 301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

St. Louis, Missouri
THe CHURCH OF ST. MICHAeL
& ST. GeORGe
6345 Wydown Blvd. • 314.721.1502
csmsg.org

new York, new York
ePISCOPAL CHURCH FOUnDATIOn
815 Second Ave. • 212.697.2858
episcopalfoundation.org

new York, new York
TRInITY WALL STReeT
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, new York
DIOCeSe OF WeSTeRn neW YORK
1064 Brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH
4523 Six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Cincinnati, Ohio
DIOCeSe OF SOUTHeRn OHIO
412 Sycamore St. • 800.582.1712
diosohio.org

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
ALL SOULS’ CHURCH
6400 n. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
DIOCeSe OF OKLAHOMA
924 n. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

Wayne, Pennsylvania
ST. DAVID’S CHURCH
763 S. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
S. STePHen’S CHURCH
114 George St. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

nashville, Tennessee
DIOCeSe OF TenneSSee
3700 Woodmont Blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

nashville, Tennessee
ST. GeORGe’S CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

Sewanee, Tennessee
COMMUnITY OF ST. MARY
SOUTHeRn PROVInCe
1100 St. Mary’s Lane • 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

(Continued on next page)
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GUARANTORS
(Continued from previous page)

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THe InCARnATIOn
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIOCeSe OF DALLAS
1630 n. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
THe CHURCH OF ST. JOHn
THe DIVIne
2450 River Oaks Blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIOCeSe OF TeXAS
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
ST. DUnSTAn’S CHURCH
14301 Stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
ST. MARTIn’S CHURCH
717 Sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

San Antonio, Texas
CHRIST CHURCH
510 Belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

West Brattleboro, Vermont
JeRUSALeM PeACeBUILDeRS
P.O. Box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
CATHeDRAL CHURCH 
OF ALL SAInTS
818 e. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

Mobile, Alabama
CHRIST CHURCH CATHeDRAL
115 S. Conception St.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Denver, Colorado
ST. JOHn’S CATHeDRAL
1350 Washington St.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
ePISCOPAL CHURCH
In COnneCTICUT
290 Pratt Street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

Washington, D.C.
CHRIST CHURCH, GeORGeTOWn
31st and O Sts. nW
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

Orlando, Florida
ST. MARY OF THe AnGeLS
6316 Matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

Parrish, Florida
DIOCeSe OF SOUTHWeST
FLORIDA
8005 25th St. e. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Pensacola, Florida
DIOCeSe OF THe CenTRAL
GULF COAST
201 n. Baylen St. • 850.434.7337
diocgc.org

Vero Beach, Florida
TRInITY CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

Wellington, Florida
ST. DAVID’S In THe PIneS
465 West Forest Hill Blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH OF THe GOOD
SHePHeRD
2230 Walton Way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

South Bend, Indiana
DIOCeSe OF nORTHeRn
InDIAnA
117 n. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Detroit, Michigan
ST. JOHn’S CHURCH
2326 Woodward Ave.
313.962.7358
stjohnsdetroit.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
DIOCeSe OF MInneSOTA
1730 Clifton Pl., Ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIOCeSe OF MISSISSIPPI
118 n. Congress St.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, new Mexico
DIOCeSe OF THe RIO GRAnDe
6400 Coors Blvd. nW
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, new York
CHRIST CHURCH
46 River St. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, new York
DIOCeSe OF LOnG ISLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, new York
THe CHURCH OF THe MeSSIAH
296 Glen St. • 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, new York
DIOCeSe OF ALBAnY
580 Burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

new York, new York
GRACe CHURCH
802 Broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

new York, new York
ST. THOMAS CHURCH
FIFTH AVenUe
1 West 53rd St. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

Durham, north Carolina
ST. STePHen’S CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIOCeSe OF PITTSBURGH
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, South Carolina
CHURCH OF THe HOLY
COMMUnIOn
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, South Carolina
DIOCeSe OF UPPeR
SOUTH CAROLInA
1115 Marion St. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

nashville, Tennessee
CHRIST CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 Broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

nashville, Tennessee
ST. BARTHOLOMeW’S CHURCH
4800 Belmont Park Ter.
615.377.4750
stbs.net

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH OF THe GOOD
SHePHeRD
700 S. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THe GOOD
SHePHeRD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort Worth, Texas
DIOCeSe OF FORT WORTH
2900 Alemeda St.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas
ST. PeTeR’S CHURCH
320 Saint Peter St.
830.257.8162
stpeterskerrville.com

Midland, Texas
TRInITY SCHOOL OF MIDLAnD
3500 W. Wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

San Antonio, Texas
DIOCeSe OF WeST TeXAS
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

Richmond, Virginia
ST. MATTHeW’S CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org

SPONSORS
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Kinston, north Carolina
DIOCeSe OF eAST CAROLInA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Fargo, north Dakota
DIOCeSe OF nORTH DAKOTA
3600 25th St. S. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
ST. AnDReW’S CHURCH
5801 Hampton St. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
ST. JOSePH OF ARIMATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Knoxville, Tennessee
CHURCH OF THe ASCenSIOn
800 S. northshore Dr.
865.588.0589
knoxvilleascension.org

Memphis, Tennessee
DIOCeSe OF WeST TenneSSee
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH OF THe SAVIOR
110 S Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THe HOLY CROSS
4052 Herschel Ave.
214.528.3855
holycrossdallas.org

Denton, Texas
ST. DAVID OF WALeS
623 ector St. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Houston, Texas
ST. FRAnCIS CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd. • 713.782.1270
www.sfch.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIOCeSe OF nORTHWeST
TeXAS
1802 Broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLen
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

Waco, Texas
CHURCH OF THe HOLY SPIRIT
1624 Wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia
ST. JAMeS’S CHURCH
1205 W. Franklin St.
804.355.1779
doers.org

Pewaukee, Wisconsin
ST. BARTHOLOMeW’S CHURCH
n27 W24000 Paul Ct.
262.691.0836
stbartspewaukee.com

new Orleans, Louisiana
DIOCeSe OF LOUISIAnA
1623 7th St. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIOCeSe OF WeSTeRn
LOUISIAnA
335 Main St. • 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

Boston, Massachusetts
THe CHURCH OF THe ADVenT
30 Brimmer St. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

Boston, Massachusetts
DIOCeSe OF MASSACHUSeTTS
138 Tremont St. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

Springfield, Massachusetts
DIOCeSe OF WeSTeRn
MASSACHUSeTTS
37 Chestnut St. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACe CHURCH
1815 Hall St. Se • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Las Vegas, nevada
DIOCeSe OF neVADA
9480 S. eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, new Hampshire
DIOCeSe OF neW HAMPSHIRe
63 Green St. • 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, new Jersey
DIOCeSe OF neW JeRSeY
808 W State St. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, new York
COMMUnITY OF ST. MARY
eASTeRn PROVInCe
242 Cloister Way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

new York, new York
CHURCH OF THe
TRAnSFIGURATIOn
1 e. 29th St. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, new York
DIOCeSe OF ROCHeSTeR
935 east Ave. • 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

Seattle, Washington
DIOCeSe OF OLYMPIA
1551 10th Ave. e
206.325.4200
ecww.org

Charleston, West Virginia
DIOCeSe OF WeST VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia St. e
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, Wisconsin
DIOCeSe OF FOnD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. Ste. 1B
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
DIOCeSe OF MILWAUKee
804 e. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028
diomil.org

Sheboygan, Wisconsin
GRACe CHURCH
1011 n. 7th St. • 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

SOCIeTY OF MARY
AMeRICAn ReGIOn
Secretary: Dr. Paul Cooper
415 Pennington-Titusville Rd.
Titusville, new Jersey 08560
609.737.9280
somamerica.org

Pine Bluff, Arkansas
TRInITY CHURCH
703 W. 3rd Ave. • 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

Carlsbad, California
ST. MICHAeL’S BY-THe-SeA 
2775 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

Wilmington, Delaware
DIOCeSe OF DeLAWARe
913 Wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

Orlando, Florida
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. LUKe
130 n. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIOCeSe OF IOWA
225 37th St. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

ASSOCIATES



Bradenton | Jacksonville | Orlando | St. Petersburg | Tallahassee | Winter Park

Enjoy active living with a plethora of choices – wellness, lifestyle, 
activities, dining and lifelong learning opportunities. Choose 
waterfront living, a high-rise in the heart of downtown, or a suburban 
residence nestled on neighborhood streets. No matter what choice 
you make, every residence is backed by the assurance of maintenance-
free living and the peace of mind of a full continuum of care services. 
We o�er �nancial support to retired ministers, Christian educators, 
missionaries, spouses and surviving spouses to live in one of our 
active-living communities.

Call Suzanne Ujcic today and discover why moving to a  
Westminster community may be the best choice you make.

1-800-948-1881 ext. 226

Westminster 
Communities
of  Florida

YOU’VE GIVEN SO MUCH 
TO OTHERS. NOW, LET 
US GIVE YOU A HAND.

Westminster 
Communities of 
Florida celebrates 
your ministry with 
support to reside  
in our active living 
communities.

www.WestminsterRetirement.com


