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“For All the Saints performs a valuable

service by demythologizing [St. John’s] and

thus, to some extent, large congregations

in general” —Charles Hoffacker (see

“Parish Life in St. Paul,” p. 18).

Image from For All the Saints, published by Afton Press
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Archbishop Justin Welby’s hopes for
a well-attended Primates’ Meeting in
January received a boost when 11
representatives attending a Global
South meeting in Cairo said their
provinces would send their leaders.
A communiqué posted Oct. 18 on

Global South Anglican confirmed
this. The statement gave a “welcome”
to Archbishop Welby’s idea that pri-
mates suggest items of the agenda.
“We appreciate this very helpful ap-
proach, one that gives us a sense of
ownership and responsibility to our
meeting.”
The Most Rev. Nicholas Okoh, Pri-

mate of Nigeria, was absent from the
meeting and the list of signatories.
Global South Anglican had pub-

lished an earlier notice that the con-
ference planned for Tunis (the
Tunisian capital) had been cancelled
for security concerns. The Cairo
meeting was thus a scaled-down af-
fair, with the government of Egypt ar-
ranging needed visas at short notice
at the request of the Archbishop of
Egypt, the Most Rev. Mouneer Anis,
whose province includes Tunisia.
Lambeth Palace confirmed that

Heather Cook: ‘I Am So Sorry’
Nearly a year after she caused bicyclist Thomas Palermo’s death, for-
mer bishop Heather Cook has been sentenced to prison for seven years.
Police charged Cook with drunken driving and texting while driving

when she drove into Palermo two days after Christmas near the Dio-
cese of Maryland’s offices in Baltimore.
Cook had pleaded not guilty since Palermo’s death, but ultimately she

agreed to a plea of automobile manslaughter, leaving the scene of an ac-
cident, and other charges.
Prosecutors sought a ten-year sentence in the death of the 41-year-old

father of two young children.
The Baltimore Sun quoted Cook as telling Palermo’s family at the

hearing: “I am so sorry for the grief and the agony I have caused. This
is my fault. I accept complete responsibility.”
Then she said to Judge Timothy J. Doory: “I believe God is working

through this, and I accept your judgment.”

Archbishop Welby managed to
reroute his travel from the United
States to attend the meeting in Cairo.
The primates appreciated his partic-
ipation, the communiqué said, and
“he was keen to listen to our con-
cerns and share his own in a collegial
atmosphere.”
The meeting welcomed the Angli-

can Church in North America “as a
partner province to the Global South,
represented by its Archbishop, the
Most Reverend Foley Beach.” The
meeting received and discussed a re-

port from Bishop Mark Lawrence of
South Carolina, which receives pri-
matial oversight from the group.
The communiqué added: “We were

aware that we were meeting at a crit-
ical time in the history of our Com-
munion. A time characterised by im-
paired and broken relations between
Provinces.” Unity, it said, “is based
on the truth revealed to us in the
scripture; it is a unity on the essen-
tials of faith. We also believe in prin-
cipled diversity in the non-essentials.
‘In essentials, unity; in non-essentials,
liberty; in all things, charity.’”
It singled out for criticism “unilat-

eral decisions” by the last General
Convention of the Episcopal Church
to redefine marriage and to accept
same�sex marriage (Resolutions
A036 and A054). These were “a clear
departure from not only the accepted
traditional teaching of the Anglican
Communion, but also from that of
the one Holy, Universal, and Apos-
tolic Church.”
The Global South Primates re-

elected the current chairman, Arch-
bishop Mouneer Anis, as well as the
current Steering Committee. The
cancelled Global South General Con-
ference in Tunisia will be resched-
uled, although a date and venue has
yet to be decided.

John Martin

Global South Primates Accept Invitation

Seven Global South primates meet with Archbishop Foley Beach on October 14.
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ADVENT MEDITATIONS 
FOR YOU AND YOUR 
CONGREGATION

To see our full selection of Advent 
and Christmas offerings, visit 
www.forwardmovement.org.  
Order online or call: 800-543-1813.

Soul Proclamations 
Singing the Magnificat with Mary 
#2382 | $5.00 | $4 ea. for 10+ copies
Join Mary’s proclamation this Advent as  
you let your soul sing the Magnificat with  
her. Walk with Mary as you prepare your  
heart and mind and ready yourself to respond  
to Jesus. Daily meditations feature the 
writings of well-known faith and thought 
leaders in The Episcopal Church.

Dawn from on High 
#2344 | $15.00 | $10 ea. for 10+ copies

In these inspiring and accessible meditations 
based on the eucharistic lectionary of The 

Episcopal Church, John Alexander provides 
a theologically rich and biblically grounded 

journey through Advent, Christmastide, and 
the first days of Epiphanytide.

Dog in the Manger 
#2208 | $10.00 | $8 ea. for 10+ copies
Maintain your spiritual sanity through the 
often-frenetic chaos of Advent and Christmas 
with laugh-out-loud humor anchored by 
spiritual truths.

Slow Down. Quiet.
It’s Advent Poster 

#2404 | $12.00
This 2015 Advent packet of 25 calendar 

posters offers a reprieve from the hustle 
and bustleof holiday shopping and 

preparations with ideas for prayer, helping 
others, and being thoughtful about the true 

 meaning of Christmas.

Archbishop Welby
Pleads for Unity
“We will only endure — this building
will only be what it should be — if we
are built on Jesus. There is no com-
promise with that message. Without
it this is a museum of interesting so-
cial anthropology. With Jesus as its
focus and center, it is a channel of
the breaking in of the kingdom of
God.”
With these ringing words, Arch-

bishop of Canterbury Justin Welby
set forth the purpose of Virginia The-
ological Seminary’s new Immanuel
Chapel, which was consecrated at a
grand celebration on Oct. 13. The
Episcopal Church’s 25th, 26th, and
27th presiding bishops shared in
leading worship at the consecration
Eucharist and festival Evensong
services, which gathered thousands
of students, alumni, and friends of
the seminary from around the world.
The preacher at the Eucharist and

officiant at Evensong, Welby began
with a stark reminder of the destruc-
tive fire that struck the former Im-
manuel Chapel nearly five years be-
fore.
“In 2010, to the glory of God this

chapel burned, and was rebuilt 2015,”
he said, adapting words etched on
the ruins of Coventry Cathedral. The
destruction and rebuilding of the
chapel provided, he noted, an invita-
tion to enter more deeply into the
mystery of Christ’s death and resur-
rection.
Standing at the center of the semi-

nary campus, the chapel provides an
opportunity to focus anew on how
an “untidy crowd of pilgrims” from
around the world is formed to serve
in the ministry of the church, Welby
said. The archbishop expressed his
hope that the chapel would become a
place where Jesus is revealed,
“where confronted by that mystery
and love we fall in worship, find our-
selves reorientated through the
liturgy, are captivated by God’s holi-
ness, and sent out to do his will.”
The Very Rev. Ian Markham, who

has served as the seminary’s dean
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In Two Dogs and a Parrot, Joan Chittister offers both 
heartwarming stories and thought-provoking reflec-
tions about sharing life with an animal companion. 
The book illuminates the significance of the deep 
bond between humans and animals and invites us
to embrace and celebrate our animal friends.

9781629190068   Cloth   192 pages   $18.95

JOAN CHITTISTER

NEW

and president in what he called “a
long hard journey” leading to this
moment, echoed the archbishop’s
words. “Worship of God is the rea-
son for our being. A seminary must
always have a chapel in which men
and women who are striving for lead-
ership in the church can struggle in
prayer as the potter molds their clay
lives,” he said. “We did not simply cel-
ebrate the consecration of a chapel,
but we also celebrated the purpose
of our chapel. We worshiped God.
And we did so with the Archbishop
of Canterbury present — represent-
ing the Anglican Communion. It was
simply a fabulous celebration.”
The building’s architect, Robert

Stern, said he aimed to make the
structure look “as if it has always
been here.” He chose an exterior of

red Virginia brick, a square Colonial-
style tower with eight change-ringing
bells, and ornamental cornices pat-
terned on those of the surrounding
buildings. The interior is a soaring
and elegant yet surprisingly intimate
space, designed in the shape of a
Greek cross, with the altar placed on
a central dais. An oculus floods white
walls with natural light. The archi-
tect cited the Pantheon, Sir John
Soane’s Bank of England, and
Bernard Maybeck’s First Church of
Christ, Scientist, in Berkeley, Califor-
nia, as inspirations.
An enormous double-decker iron

chandelier dominates the interior
and enhances a state-of-the-art light-
ing and audiovisual system. With
flexible seating, simple fittings, and
image projection on four screens, the
space is designed to “invite the sem-
inary to move into the church of the
future,” accommodating many differ-
ent forms of worship.
It also has superb acoustics and a

large pipe organ, designed by the Vir-
ginia firm Taylor and Boody. A
smaller Gothic-style oratory and oc-
tagonal meditation room, as well as a
parlor, children’s room, and prepara-
tion rooms, flank the chapel’s central
worship space. The building is sur-
rounded by gardens and courtyards
connecting to the main entrance of
the campus and the ruins of the 1881
chapel, now a memorial garden.
The services, replete with incense

and choral music, marked for some a
distinctive break with the seminary’s
evangelical heritage. The consecra-
tion service featured the dedication
of the seminary’s first aumbry for
sacramental reservation, and the
Marian Evensong centered on the
dedication of a prominent new icon
of the Incarnation and a statue of the
Visitation.
The Rt. Rev. Gregory Brewer,

Bishop of Central Florida and a 1976
VTS graduate, quipped that “with the
consecration of this chapel the high
church-low church wars in the Epis-

copal Church are over.” The Rev.
Mary Thorpe, the Diocese of Vir-
ginia’s transition minister and a 2009
graduate, said the celebration’s mix
of traditions highlighted the way in
which the seminary had grown “to
embrace the length and breadth of
the Anglican Communion.”
The Communion’s continuing

struggle for unity was not neglected
in the midst of the festive celebra-
tion. In a poignant and spontaneous
moment in his sermon, Archbishop
Welby said, “My heart breaks when I
think of our divisions. How they of-
fend Christ. … O God, we need a
united Church. Let this place orien-
tate and shape those who will carry
the torch of unity.”
The challenge of reconciliation

also emerged in a series of panel dis-
cussions hosted in coordination with
the event by the seminary’s Center
for Anglican Communion Studies.
David Porter, the Archbishop of Can-
terbury’s Canon for Reconciliation,
compared Anglican conflicts to the
American Civil War and perennial vi-
olence in the Middle East. “Civil wars
are the most difficult conflicts to put
back together,” he said. “But you
don’t have a generation or two to
heal this civil war — we need to do
this now.”
For current VTS student Jon

Musser, the event marked out the
seminary’s potential to play a signifi-
cant role in that healing: “The arch-
bishop’s presence highlighted our
role in the Anglican Communion and
that VTS is positioned uniquely in the
Episcopal Church as an institution
with lots of Anglican partners, and a
history of global connectivity.”
The wounds of our common life,

though, seemed far from minds of
many alumni who returned to rekin-
dle old friendships and to pray for a
beloved institution at a uniquely
blessed time.
The Rev. Margaret Peel (2013)

shared her memories of standing in
the seminary’s central grove as the
fire engulfed the 1881 chapel and
made the central stained-glass win-
dow explode. “We were without a
full-time chapel for two years during
my time here,” she said. “It’s good to

newS | november 15, 2015

Archbishop Welby Pleads for Unity
(Continued from previous page)
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Church during the Nazi era. He had
close links with theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer (1906-45), who was exe-
cuted for a plot to assassinate Adolf
Hitler.
The Rt. Rev. Martin Warner, Bishop

of Chichester, released a lengthy
statement Oct. 22 in which he ex-
pressed remorse for child sexual as-
saults committed by George Bell. The
apology indicated that the church
has reached a settlement with an in-
dividual whom Bell abused as a
young child. The individual’s sex and
name remain anonymous.
The angst is deepened by revela-

tions that the survivor first ap-
proached the Diocese of Chichester
with allegations in 1995, to no avail;
the victim approached Archbishop
Justin Welby in 2013.
Bishop Warner said in his state-

ment that the response of the church
“fell a long way short” of what should
have happened and was a “devastat-
ing betrayal of trust.” Police sources
now say the evidence available
would certainly have justified Bell’s
arrest.
Tracey Emmott, the survivor’s so-

licitor, said a “new culture of open-
ness in the Church of England is gen-
uinely refreshing,” but her client
remained bitter that the original com-
plaint was not heard properly.
“For my client, the compensation

finally received does not change any-
thing,” Emmott said. “How could any
amount of money possibly compen-
sate for childhood abuse?”

know that the seminarians here will
have a church home.”
For the Rev. Liston Garfield (1985),

this new place evoked fond memo-
ries of the past. “The old chapel was
such a center for our worship, a
source of peace, deep reflection, and
meditation. I wanted to come back to
see if this place will do the same
thing. They have recaptured what the
old chapel was about. … I really feel
at home.”

The Rev. Mark Michael

Twenty Sixth PB
Bids Farewell
A week before completing her nine-
year tenure as 26th presiding bishop,
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori re-
leased a brief letter to the church.
“The Episcopal Church has come a

long way in the last 10 years,” Bishop
Jefferts Schori wrote. “We are no
longer consumed by internal conflict
over various social issues. We are
clearer about who we are — a multi-
national church, with congregations
in 17 nations, worshipping in count-
less different languages, thriving in
international, immigrant, and multi-
cultural contexts everywhere, and
discovering the abundant life that
comes in turning outward to love the
neighbors nearby and far away. We
are far more conscious about our vo-
cation as partners in the mission of
God to reconcile and heal the world,
particularly shaped by the Five An-
glican Marks of Mission. We are hold-
ing our identity as Episcopal Chris-
tians a bit more confidently, even in
the midst of our diversity. We are also
more willing to hold that identity
lightly and gracefully in engaging
other Christians and people of other
religious traditions, searching for
what we dream of in common —
shalom, the Reign of God, a more just
and peaceful world, with abundant
life for all creation.”
She added: “I am deeply grateful

for what God has been up to in the
midst of our journey together, and I
look forward to seeing how this
church of the middle way will con-
tinue to lead and partner as we travel

the road home, into God’s fullest
dream of abundant life for all. I thank
the people of this Church and beyond
for your prayers over the last nine
years — especially in recognition
that we do this work together, never
alone. May God bless the next chap-
ter of The Episcopal Church’s en-
gagement in God’s mission, as we go
together into Galilee!”

Bell

Bishop Bell’s
Troubling Sin
News that the Rt. Rev. George Bell
(1883-1958), former Bishop of Chich-
ester, was a pedophile has shaken the
Church of England, and already there
is debate whether public commemo-
rations of him should be erased. He
has been one of the most revered
names among 20th-century leaders of
the Church of England.
Bell is remembered on Oct. 3, the

anniversary of his death, on the
Church of England’s calendar, the
nearest Anglicans come to recogniz-
ing someone as a saint. He is lionized
as a pioneer ecumenist and sup-
porter of the German Confessing

NNOOTTIICCEE: MOVING SERVICES

Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net • skip@custommovers.net
““MMoovviinngg EEppiissccooppaall cclleerrggyy ttoo nneeww mmiinniissttrriieess ssiinnccee 11998822..””

Clergy discounts   • Only one survey/ 3 estimates   • Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans   • Late pick-up/delivery penalties*

Internet satellite tracking   • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752
*Certain Restrictions apply

(Continued on next page)
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ISBN 978-1-62698-139-3 pbk $16.00

GOODNESS AND LIGHT
Readings for Advent  
and Christmas
Michael Leach, James Keane, 
Doris Goodnough, editors

VINCENT VAN GOGH
His Spiritual Vision in Life & Art

Carol Berry

ALL SHALL BE WELL
Readings for Lent and Easter
Michael Leach, James Keane, 
Doris Goodnough, editors

Re�ections on the holiest of seasons by  
Pope Francis, Joyce Rupp, T.S. Eliot,  
Mary Oliver, Henri Nouwen, many others.

A treasury of 48 re�ections by Harper Lee, 
Frederick Buechner, Maya Angelou,  
Richard Rohr, Phyllis Tickle, many others.

�rough new translations of van Gogh’s 
letters to his brother, Berry re�ects on 

the spiritual uniqueness of one of  
the world’s most beloved artists.

Call Toll Free 1.800.258.5838 (M–F 8–4 ET) www.orbisbooks@maryknoll.org

ORBIS     BOOKS  A World of Books that Matter

ISBN 978-1-62698-152-2 pbk $22.00 

December 2015

             

Bell was considered a favored can-
didate for Archbishop of Canterbury
after the untimely death of Arch-
bishop William Temple in 1944. Arch-
bishop Rowan Williams is on record
saying he thought Bell would have
been a better choice than Geoffrey
Fisher.
He had all the credentials: chap-

lain to Archbishop Randall Davidson
and later Dean of Canterbury. He had
a high profile role as an initiator and
promoter of the still-young ecumeni-
cal movement, in particular the influ-
ential Life and Work project and later
the World Council of Churches.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill

blocked his path to Canterbury. Both
in the press and in his House of Lords
speeches, Bell had opposed Churchill’s
war policies of bombing German
cities.
Around Chichester, where Bell

was bishop from 1929 to 1958, two
buildings commemorate him: a
boarding house of Bishop Luffa
School and George Bell House, situ-
ated in the lane just before the en-
trance to the cathedral gardens. A
charity representing survivors of
abuse has already taken up the issue
of renaming these sites.
Arun Arora, the Church of Eng-

land’s national director of communi-
cations, confirmed that the removal
of Bell’s name from the Church of
England Calendar required a General
Synod resolution. Parishes have the
option of omitting Bell’s name from
their prayers on Oct. 3, but cam-
paigners are unlikely to leave the
matter there.
The Diocese of Chichester has

been the center of a series of high-
profile sex-abuse cases involving
clergy. Most recent was the jailing of
the Rt. Rev. Peter Ball, suffragan
Bishop of Lewes, this month for as-
saults against 18 boys. Ball had been
allowed to resign his subsequent job
as Bishop of Gloucester, and he es-
caped prosecution for 22 years.

John Martin

newS | november 15, 2015

A Bishop’s Troubling Sin
(Continued from previous page)
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Two Bishopscourts: The Diocese of
Sydney has agreed to a further at-
tempt to sell Bishopscourt, the 16-
room neo-gothic house built in 1841
that has been the residence of arch-
bishops of Sydney since 1910. The
6,216 square meter estate failed to
reach a $A20 million reserve price at
auction after a Diocesan Synod vote
to sell it in 2012. Across the Tasman
Sea, civil authorities agreed earlier
this year to the demolition of the Dio-
cese of Christchurch’s former Bish-
opscourt. Built in 1926, for some
years it has formed part of a care-
home complex. The building, dam-
aged in the Christchurch earthquake
in 2010, is considered unsafe. Its
owner, Anglican Care, is unable to
fund repairs.

KJV Draft: Seventy pages of notes,
much of them almost illegible, found
at Sidney Sussex College, Cam-
bridge, are part of the earliest draft of
the King James Bible. Jeffrey Miller,
the American scholar who an-
nounced the discovery, says it will
throw new light on how the KJV, pub-
lished in 1611, came to be. The note-
book belonged to Samuel Ward, one
of a team of seven men in Cambridge
working on the translation. It in-
cludes biblical commentary written
by Ward with Greek and Hebrew
notes. King James commissioned the
KJV to achieve a more “Anglican”
Bible than others in circulation at the
time, but few realized that the com-
mittee producing it relied heavily on
the work of William Tyndale (1494-
1536), and many of its famous and
most colorful phrases were his.

Christmas and Easter Churches: A
new report claims that one in four ru-
ral Church of England parishes, 2,000
in all, attract less than 10 regular wor-
shipers. Nearly 1,000 rarely surpass 20
worshipers on a Sunday. The church
building review group says parishes
together spend around £160 million
($US250 million) a year maintaining
their buildings. Church buildings con-
stitute about half of all the Grade One-

listed buildings in the country. The
committee suggests that with dwin-
dling numbers to contribute to up-
keep, many churches should be
downgraded and used only on special
days such as Christmas and Easter.
Critics point out that the call for wide
church closures cuts across endeav-
ors to stem the tide of decline.

Cricket Diplomacy: The Vatican’s
cricket team won its return match
against the Church of England team
played at the Capanelle Ground in
Rome on Oct. 24. More than 1,000
people turned out, including Arch-
bishop Justin Welby and the Papal
Nuncio. The match, which took place
at the conclusion of the Synod on the
Family, raised funds for the Global
Freedom Network, an anti-traffick-
ing initiative. St. Peter’s XI scored 147
for 6 wickets, with the Archbishop’s
XI all out for 105 runs.

South African Primate Joins Fees
Dispute: Nationwide student
protests in South Africa against rises

ROOM
preparing

AN ADVENT COMPANION

A Collection 
of Scriptures, 
Meditations  
and Prayers

Russell J. Levenson, Jr.

Seasonal Devotionals by the Rev. Dr. Russell J. Levenson, Jr.

An Advent Companion
“ This new book of his, Preparing Room, because it is packed full of 
powerful Scriptures, prayers and teachings, has already impacted my 
life at my first reading! Great teaching is added to the scripture. The 
prayers are life-giving. God’s hand was on Russell’s as this was written. 
I believe that firmly.”

–  Lani Netter, President, Lani Netter Productions and Co-Producer, 
with her husband, Academy Award Winning Producer Gil Netter,  
of the film The Shack, based on the best-selling book

A Lenten Companion
“ Dr. Levenson does not duck the tough questions as some preachers 
tend to do, neither does he offer simplistic solutions to the moral 
demands that come our way day after day. Instead, he reminds us why 
being a Christian is the most wonderful thing in the whole world.”

–  The Most Reverend and Right Honorable Dr. George L. Carey, 
103rd Archbishop of Canterbury

Available from Insight Press at insightpress.net or 1-877-214-7927, or on Amazon.com.

TIMES
summer

A SUMMER COMPANION

Russell J. Levenson, Jr.

A Collection 
of Scriptures, 
Meditations  
and Prayers

A Summer Companion
“ My friend Russ Levenson invites us to pause and ponder the gladness 
of God. His words are like his heart: winsome and gracious. Let him 
lead you into a quiet place where you will receive a gentle touch from 
your heavenly Father.”

– Max Lucado, Senior Pastor of Oak Hills Church, San Antonio

in university fees have prompted
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba to ap-
peal for a constructive resolution of
the dispute. “I appeal to bishops and
parishioners in all our dioceses to
support students and staff at tertiary
institutions, and to pray for an ami-
cable resolution to the crisis,” said
the South African primate, whose
son was arrested in a Cape Town
protest. ”Apart from holding prayer
vigils, I appeal to our churches to
give practical help to students in dis-
tress.”

Refugees Welcomed: Offa House, a
Georgian retreat house in Warwick-
shire that belongs to the Diocese of
Coventry in England’s midlands, is
accommodating refugee families.
The 27-bedroom mansion, with a
chapel and conference suite, is the
biggest single property so far to be
set aside in the Church of England’s
response to the refugee crisis. The
church’s stance places it at odds with
the U.K. government.

John Martin

Global Briefs
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By G. Jeffrey MacDonald

The Rev. Wayne Nicholson do-
nates 10 percent of his income,
but not all of that 10 percent

goes to the church. It’s a fact he ex-
plains regularly when encouraging
his flock at St. John’s Church in
Mount Pleasant, Michigan, to work
toward tithing as a spiritual disci-
pline.
“Someone will inevitably ask, Do

you tithe?” Nicholson said. “I’ll say, ‘I
don’t tithe to the church, but I do
tithe to charitable giving.’ I give 5 per-
cent of my income to the church and
5 percent to various charities.”
Since 1982, General Convention

has repeatedly affirmed tithing as
“the minimum standard of giving for
Episcopalians.”
In spreading his donations around,

Nicholson reflects a long-term na-
tional trend with major implications
for churches. Three decades ago, 53
percent of Americans’ charitable giv-
ing went to religious organizations.
In 2014, that percentage has dropped
to 32 percent and continues to de-
cline annually, according to the 2015
edition of Giving USA, an annual re-
port compiled by the Indiana Univer-
sity Lilly Family School of Philan-
thropy.
The good news for church groups

is that Americans still give more to
houses of worship than anything
else. They set a record in 2014 with
$114.9 billion in religious giving. The
second-largest beneficiary, educa-
tion, was still a distant second with
$54.6 billion.
But religion’s year-to-year in-

creases lag behind those in nearly
every other sector, from the arts to
animals and the environment. Reli-
gious giving and international affairs,
which saw gross donations fall, are
the only ones not keeping pace with
inflation.
Relying on an ever-smaller slice of

Designated Tithing
Trends in giving and their implications for churches

the philanthropy pie means congre-
gations have their work cut out for
them. Among the chief tasks: ex-
plaining why their missions deserve
priority at check-writing time.
“It becomes even more important

than ever for religious charities to be
able to make their case and sell the
vision,” said Rick Dunham, a Dallas
fundraising consultant to faith-based
organizations and member of the
Giving Institute’s board. “A lot of the
challenge within the church in par-
ticular is that it’s often relegated to
taking up the offering on a Sunday.
There’s very little selling of the vision
of what your charitable giving is help-
ing to support other than keeping the
operation going.”
Across the country, shifts away

from religious identification and
church attendance are hampering re-
ligious giving, according to Giving
USA. But another dynamic is also at
play: donors, including people of
faith, are looking for organizations
that resonate with them. Values and
results, more than organizational for-
mat, are what matter to those holding
the purse strings.
“People are giving more to organi-

zations with religious values that
match their own, instead of, or in ad-
dition to, congregations,” Giving
USA 2015 says. These can be
schools, hospitals, environmental
groups, or human service organiza-

tions, among others, according to
Dunham.
But showcasing effectiveness and

championing the church above other
causes can be inherently awkward
for congregations. Spiritual transfor-
mation is central to church life, yet a
changed heart is hard to quantify or
measure. That which can be meas-
ured, such as baptism numbers or
meals served at a soup kitchen, is not
always trumpeted in communities
that strive to be humble. What’s more,
rectors often want to encourage giv-
ing to a range of worthy causes. Some
especially enjoy touting enterprises
that have no connection to their own
paychecks (unlike the parish).
But Episcopal organizations are

learning to adapt to competition for
dollars once earmarked for the offer-
ing plate. Organizational cultures are
emerging in which tracking and re-
porting results feel normal and nec-
essary, not boastful or excessively
worldly. And congregations are learn-
ing to articulate what makes the local
church worthy of disproportionate
support.
“The message becomes: Won’t you

prioritize our parish over other giv-
ing opportunities?” said Erin Weber-
Johnson, program director for strate-
gic resources at the Episcopal Church
Foundation. “The ‘why’ is different de-
pending on who you speak to.”
At St. John’s in Mount Pleasant, the

Photo courtesy of St. George’s Church

Members of St. George’s Church in Maplewood, n.J., load the results of their Food Drive Challenge
in October. In stewardship campaigns, the church emphasizes its many outreach projects. 
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ERD’s Evolving Priorities
The cries of refugees streaming across European borders this year
ring eerily familiar to Episcopal Relief & Development, which traces
its roots to 1940, when the church rallied to help World War II refugees
in the same region.
True to its origins as the Presiding Bishop’s Fund

for World Relief, ERD now works with Episcopal
Migration Ministries and supports congregations as
they tend to migrants’ immediate needs in Europe
and the Middle East. The Presiding Bishop’s Fund
became Episcopal Relief and Development in 2000.
But in a reflection of how ERD has evolved over

time, the organization is also taking new proactive
steps that could help prevent more refugee crises in
the future. Programs aimed at building economic
security for the vulnerable in developing nations
rank among the priorities.
“After moving from making small-targeted grants

to focusing on long-term development, we are now
better able to leverage our resources and deliver
results for those we seek to serve,” ERD president
Robert Radtke said via email.
This year, ERD has been celebrating its 75th

anniversary by recalling responses to many a difficult or disastrous sit-
uation and inviting fresh engagement from supporters. Thirty-five ven-
ues have stepped up to host a traveling exhibit of more than 30 iconic
photos from the group’s history. Donors have given $6.3 million
toward ERD’s $7.5 million goal for the milestone year. Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry is scheduled to preach at ERD’s anniversary
Eucharist on Nov. 11 at St. James’ Church in Manhattan.
As the anniversary year winds down, the agency is charting new

paths to shape a world with more financial security for children and
adults on society’s margins. Such a world would have fewer refugees.
Microfinance is evolving from a lending enterprise into one that helps
beneficiaries keep more of what they earn.
“This means that people are being encouraged to save, instead of

taking out loans and incurring more debt,” Radtke said.
ERD is also exploring possibilities associated with social-impact

investing. The practice channels capital into projects with dual goals
of fixing social problems (poor education systems, lack of access to
capital, and so on) and delivering financial returns for investors.
And the group hopes to build on past successes. With a $20 million

annual budget that comes mostly from individual Episcopalians’ dona-
tions, ERD wants to be strategic with its influence. One model: Nets-
forLife, a joint program that uses nets, insecticide, education, and
monitoring to protect children and others from the spread of malaria.
Pioneered by ERD and its partners, the program has become policy in
several African countries.
“That’s huge,” Radtke said. “Where can we do this again?”
At this milestone in its history, ERD focuses on providing disaster

relief, alleviating hunger, supporting health, and encouraging eco-
nomic opportunity. If the mission succeeds, refugees might not be as
much in the news when the next big anniversary rolls around.

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

congregation’s 140 members hear of-
ten (not just in the fall stewardship
season) how their dollars are mak-
ing a difference. They are reminded,
for example, how giving helps parish-
ioners take turns providing shelter
for homeless families, to help strug-
gling neighbors with basic needs, and
to sustain a vibrant worship life.
The descriptions can be quite spe-

cific. They hear about individuals and
families who get by with help from
the John H. Goodrow Fund, which
gives $1,500 per week to people falling
through the cracks. The fund recently
bought three tires for a woman who
could only afford one. For a man who
works at Walmart but supports family
members and cannot make ends
meet, St. John’s provides $40 once a
month to fill his car with gas.
“We fill in the blanks,” Nicholson

said. “We help people who nobody
else is helping.”
To keep ministries in the forefront

of parishioners’ minds, leaders at St.
John’s use the practice of habitually
giving thanks. For instance, when the
choir sings a moving piece, Nichol-
son thanks not only the singers but
also the congregation.
That’s because donations pay for

both a part-time choirmaster and
eight choral scholars, who sing in the
choir while they work toward music
degrees at nearby Central Michigan
University. Their $40 weekly stipends
help students on tight budgets make
ends meet, Nicholson says. By rou-
tinely thanking the congregation, St.
John’s makes sure benefactors never
forget what they support and why it
matters.
At St. George’s Church in Maple-

wood, New Jersey, this fall’s stew-
ardship brochure reflects the ten-
sions of the times. A pledging chart
shows how much a tithing person
would give to the congregation
weekly based on annual income. But
the next page defines tithing as giving
10 percent of income “to the parish
and other charitable institutions.”
St. George’s revamped its appeal

this year to provide more detail on
where the money goes. Building ex-
penses, salaries, and church pro-

(Continued on page 31)

episcopal Relief & Development
traces its roots to 1940, when
the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for
world Relief came to the assis-
tance of europe’s world war II
refugees.

Episcopal Relief & Development photo
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Forms of Christian Meditation
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are
being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another.

—2 Cor. 3:18

Sometimes we seem invited simply to rest in God, or quietly to take in an insight or fresh truth. Thinkstock Photos

By Julia Gatta

Repeated exposure to Scripture in the Eucharist and Daily Office prepares
us for the most ancient form of mediation practiced in the church: lec-
tio divina, “sacred reading,” or meditation on Scripture. Monks, their

days saturated with Scripture through praying the psalms and listening to the
lessons in the Office, have for centuries come to know many biblical texts by
heart. These formed the basis of continued rumination on them throughout
the day, and especially in hours given to quiet prayer. The slow, attentive read-
ing of Scripture, often issuing in prayer, is also a devotional exercise practiced
in many Protestant communities.



november 15, 2015 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   13

into our lives. Dietrich Bonhoeffer explains: “The fel-
lowship of believers is woven into the Christmas
story, the baptism, the miracles and teaching, the suf-
fering, dying, and rising again of Jesus Christ. It par-
ticipates in the very events that occurred on this
earth for the salvation of the world, and in doing so
receives salvation in Jesus Christ.” In meditation, he
goes on to say, “We expose ourselves to the specific
word until it addresses us personally.”
For some people, simply resting in a word or brief

phrase from Scripture, or gazing upon a verbal image,
may become habitual. This is not how their medita-
tion ends; it is the whole process. Many arresting
verses lend themselves to this simplified form of med-
itation: “Your life is hid with Christ in God,” for ex-
ample, or “I am the living bread.” In this case, the
meditation consists in sinking into the truth, beauty,
comfort, or challenge of the words without extensive
analysis. We might repeat the words from time to
time. We let them take hold of us, and prayer may
then arise spontaneously.
Other simplified forms of meditation consist in gaz-

ing upon an icon or sacred image, a practice Western

Christians have learned in recent years form Eastern
Orthodoxy. Since Christ is “the image (icon) of the in-
visible God” (Col. 1:15), his incarnation has opened
the way by which these images, themselves the fruit
of the artists’ meditation, provide a means of access
to his Presence.
With or without a sacred image before them, many

people lovingly direct their attention toward God in
silent communion for short or extended periods of
time. This can be done anywhere, but often a sacred
space is helpful: in church before the Reserved Sacra-
ment, in a prayer corner in our room, or alone in na-
ture. The Curé of Ars, a sainted, early 19th-century
priest, once asked an old peasant in his parish what
he did, sitting for hours in church. The peasant
replied: “I look at him, and he looks at me, and we are
happy together.”

In scriptural meditation we begin by reading a short
passage of Scripture slowly. It could be as long as a
story or as short as a single verse. We might choose
our text from the Sunday or Daily Office lectionary, or
read an entire gospel through the course of several
weeks, or we can select a passage that seems to speak
to our current condition. As we read, we notice what
becomes stirred in us: an identification with one of the
characters, or a strong emotion, or a difficulty. Mem-
ories and other associations might be set in motion.
We allow ourselves to feel all these things and to en-
gage them in relation to whatever is going on in the
text. Above all, we try to notice how God may be
speaking to us through the scriptural text as it ad-
dresses the text of our lives.
Out of this mix of thought and feeling, memory and

imagination, comes prayer: direct address to God.
Our meditation might have brought us to a place of
thanksgiving, praise, or confession. We might be
moved to ask God a question or engage in interces-
sion or colloquy. We might seek for guidance or
strength to respond unreservedly to grace we have re-
ceived. What we have to say might be brief but heart-
felt; or it could entail a real pouring out of pent-up
emotion.
Often, this is how meditation ends, and we could

round it off with a brief prayer of praise or thanks-
giving. But sometimes we seem invited simply to rest
in God, or quietly to take in an insight or fresh truth.
An image from the text — and the Bible is full of im-
ages — may compel our contemplation: a silent, sim-
ple gazing with the eye of the heart.
Some people suspect that meditation on Scripture

requires us to jettison whatever we have studied
about the Bible or learned from higher criticism. The
Bible, however, like all great literature, operates on
multiple levels at once; and good biblical criticism,
like all good literary criticism, can clear away mis-
understandings in our reading of the text and enrich
our appreciation of its artistry and message. With
that enhanced background, our meditation on Scrip-
ture can yield even greater profit.
Yet biblical meditation is not the same thing as bib-

lical study. As a form of meditative prayer, lectio div-
ina seeks exposure to the Risen Christ, who contin-
ues to engage us through the surplus of meanings in
the scriptural word. By frequent encounter with the
living Christ, especially through meditation on the
gospels, we come to know Jesus not as a figure from
the past, but as an abiding presence. Because the
Holy Spirit animates our meditative prayer — the
same Spirit who enlivens the proclamation of Scrip-
ture in Eucharist and Office — the biblical story spills

We might repeat the words 
from time to time. We let them 
take hold of us, and prayer may 
then arise spontaneously.

(Continued on next page)
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A more austere form of medita-
tion consists in deliberately setting
aside all thoughts, words, and im-
ages of God in order to seek God in
the darkness of unknowing. This
practice, firmly based in Christian
tradition, rests on the insight that
all human notions of God are inade-
quate to the Divine Reality; God is al-
ways beyond our concepts. St.
Thomas Aquinas is one among many
to acknowledge that “the highest
knowledge one can have of God in
this life is to know him to be above
every thought we are able to think of
him.” Apophatic (Greek, apophasis
= denying) prayer and meditation
presses this logic into practice.
Among the mystics of the “negative
way” are the sixth-century Syrian
monk known to us as Pseudo-Diony-
sius the Areopagite, the anonymous
14th-century author of The Cloud of
Unknowing, and St. John of the
Cross. Apophatic theology does not
deny the truth of divine revelation or
the validity of the liturgy and sacra-
ments. Rather, it engenders humility
and reserve in the face of the mys-
tery of God by underscoring the lim-
itations of our knowledge.
When discussing the grace of see-

ing Christ reflected in the pages of
Scripture, St. Paul bursts out in won-
der at the transformative power:
“And we all, with unveiled face, be-
holding the glory of the Lord, are
being changed into his likeness from
one degree of glory to another.” En-
counter with Christ, whether in
liturgy or sacrament, prayer or med-
itation, changes us. We begin to en-
ter into his glory, transformed into
his likeness. And in ways we can
scarcely imagine, it may even trans-
form the world.

The Rev. Julia Gatta is professor of
pastoral theology at the University
of the South’s School of Theology in
Sewanee. This is the last in a series
of articles.

Forms of
Christian
Meditation

(Continued from previous page)



november 15, 2015 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   15

   Watching and Waiting
By Ray Suarez

1 Advent, November 27 (Luke 21:25-36)
It is, after all, the beginning of the new church year. I
guess Jesus’ strongly worded concern about know-
ing what time it is, what day, and the momentous
things to come only makes sense. I love this part of
the lectionary because we see and feel urgency in
Jesus. He knows, as we now do, that his time on
earth is short when he says these things to his friends
and followers. Jesus appears to be insistently warn-
ing us about what appears to be not only the end of
his earthly life but also the end of human history as
it was known. Indeed only a few decades later a Jew-
ish uprising brings down Rome’s punishing hammer,
resulting in the destruction of the temple and the
scattering of the Jewish people.
That’s why this passage, for all its passion and fire,

leaves me unsure of what Jesus wants us to be ready

for. We may not know exactly what is coming and
when, but Jesus begs us to pay attention to every-
thing, to hear the urgency of Creation, groaning with
the birth pangs of his Second Coming. Jesus asks us
to lift up our heads — encouraging us not to be fear-
ful of these changes because our perseverance ends
in our being delivered to stand before him, in awe
and adoration.
My longed-for ideal is that God’s people are always

wide awake, always on guard. For a 21st-century
Christian, the world should not be a just-so story —
with an endless train of confirmation bias, of seeking
information that simply confirms our own precon-
ceived notions. Neither should the world be blandly
accepted as it is, a toxic, slow-moving river that
leaves us shaking our heads and muttering, “That
was then; this is now.”
If your eyes are open and your head is up, you’ll be

ready for Isaiah’s “new thing.” Let us be Advent
Christians, wide awake, prepared, aware, always
interrogating the times we live in. Catch some of the
spirit of “Truro,” one of my favorite hymns:

Christ is alive!
No longer bound,
To distant years in Palestine,
He comes to claim the here and now,
And conquer every place and time.

(Feel free to do your own processional march to
start your day — and this season of Advent.)

Rafael (Ray) Suarez Jr. is an American broadcast
journalist and host of Inside Story on Al Jazeera
America. He is active locally and nationally in the
Episcopal Church.
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Preparing the Way
By Christopher Wells

2 Advent, December 6 (Luke 3:1-6)
In Advent, the Christian year begins again. What
does this mean for us personally? It means that we
have another chance to walk with Jesus and find that
he is walking with us, along the way that God has
“prepared for us to walk in” (The Book of Common
Prayer, p. 339). In this way, on this road, God the
Father helps us to “make his paths straight” by being
born again with his Son, listening to his word, taking
up our cross, dying every day, rising again to new life,
and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.
As they are lived and followed by Christians, the

original order of the events in Jesus’ life no longer
particularly matters. Every aspect of the story is true,
and each interprets the other. From our perspective
in history, as we meditate on his passion and death,
bearing the sins of the whole world, we know that he
is also already risen. In moments of fear or sadness,
in the throes of depression, or facing terrible pain
and suffering, we may cry for this cup to pass from
us — and find that the Holy Spirit has gone before,
guiding our prayer, interceding “with sighs too deep
for words” (Rom. 8:26). If we do not know Jesus, we
may anticipate meeting him for the first time, but he
was always with us! In each way, God graciously
shapes us into the form of Jesus; and because we are
mortal and sinful, with so much to learn, God in
Christ comes to us again and again, making every-
thing new. As the psalmist exclaims: “All my fresh
springs are in you” (Ps. 87:6).
Along this pilgrim way, God gives us friends with

whom to practice the praises of God, given in the glo-
rious company of the apostles and the fellowship of
prophets, with noble martyrs, and the holy Church
throughout the world. With John the Baptist, the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Elizabeth, and our own faithful
companions, both those who are living and those
who have passed away, we sing in gratitude to God:
“My soul magnifies the Lord!” That is, I am in awe of
you, Lord, and in awe of what you have done. I am in
awe that you created me and grateful that you hear
me when I call. This is the beginning of the response
of every disciple: our preparation for the Word made
flesh, again, in our own hearts and lives.

Christopher Wells serves as executive director of the
Living Church Foundation.

Proclaiming Good News
By Kate Moorehead

3 Advent, December 13 (Luke 3:7-18)
I wish I could sit down with John the Baptist and ask
him to tell me about his life. What an autobiography
it would make!
John is a fascinating character. In the Gospel of

Luke, we hear of his birth to Zechariah and Elizabeth,
prestigious Jews who lived in Jerusalem. Zechariah
was a high priest in the temple. His son John would
have had the best education, a solid religious
upbringing, good food, and beautiful clothing. John
was born into the elite class of Judaism.
The next time we see John, he is dressed in camel’s

hair and eating bugs. Obviously, there was some
major break between his childhood and adulthood.
He gave up a life of privilege to serve God. For John,
proclaiming the good news is about shedding all the
social privileges of this world in order to rightly see
and live into the kingdom of God.
John does not seem to be concerned with what

anyone thinks of him. He has let that all go. For John,
it is not important to please anyone but God. He
always tells the truth about what he sees. When peo-
ple come to him to be baptized, he can tell that they
come only for security and not for discipleship. Their
cowardice and selfishness make him angry. John is
fiery, untamed, and insistent in his mission and mes-
sage.
What would John say to you if you came to him to

be baptized? Are you ready to give your life to God?
Are you ready to be hated by others if that is neces-
sary? John said goodbye to a life of privilege and had
the courage to say yes to God.

The Very Rev. Katherine B. (Kate) Moorehead is the
tenth dean of St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral in
Jacksonville, Florida.

New Church-
Year’s Readings
(Continued from previous page)
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Be Not Afraid
By Thomas E. Breidenthal

4 Advent, December 20 (Luke 1:39-55)
Today we are brought alongside Mary, as she races
through the hill country to visit her cousin Elizabeth.
She has just been informed by Gabriel that she is to
give birth to the Messiah by the power of the Holy
Spirit. No doubt she is motivated by the need to share
what has happened to her, to seek the advice and
encouragement of a trusted adult, and to sort out what
is real from what she may have imagined in her impres-
sionable heart. But Mary’s driving emotion is excite-
ment: any self-doubt is the byproduct of her
whole-heartedness.
Mary has received a call — one so sudden and so

new that even now she cannot know for sure whether
new life has been conceived within her. When she
questions Gabriel — “How can this be, since I have not
known a man?” — he says she will be overshadowed
by the Holy Spirit. Luke uses that expression only one
other time in his Gospel, when he describes the cloud
that envelops Peter, James, and John as they see Jesus
transfigured in glory on the mountaintop (Luke 9:34).
Some have identified this overshadowing cloud with

the dark night of the soul, the “dazzling darkness” we
enter into when all the normal props of life are
removed, and we are simply in the presence of the liv-
ing God. Luke notes that Mary was among the disciples
when the Holy Spirit lighted on them on Pentecost.
Was this a reprise for her? Or perhaps nothing notice-
able happened after her yes to Gabriel: I am the Lord’s
servant — be it to me according to your word. In any
case Mary believed what she had been told by Gabriel
and proceeded accordingly. Can we who have been
promised so much do the same?

The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal serves as
bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

Being and Belonging
By Christine McSpadden

1 Christmas, December 27 (John 1:1-18)
Conversations about religion held in diverse and plu-
ralistic settings often focus on the commonalities
between faith traditions. But highlighting the similar-
ities often tempts a reductive downplaying of real
differences. I often hear the statement that all reli-
gions are really saying the same thing at their core.
But different faith traditions actually do embody
very different conceptions of God, of the human con-
dition, and of salvation. Various faith traditions pre-
scribe their characteristic paths as they journey
toward the consummation of their particular con-
ception of salvation. And those conceptions of salva-
tion, those distinct salvations, can vary markedly.
Christianity’s path, for instance, implores particu-

lar commitments and devotion to a singular savior.
Mary cries out in the Magnificat: “My spirit rejoices
in God my savior,” placing her personal faith and
trust in the great I AM who was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be. She stakes her life in the tri-
une Blessed One of Israel, the Word of God, the Holy
Spirit who is known in sacred scripture, in the break-
ing of bread, in the faithful people of God gathered,
and in the midst of the lowly being lifted up.
In song, Mary’s explosive joy as the bearer of that

same Holy One in the flesh catches us up in its
fidelity to the living God who ever seeks relationship
with us — a God whose very constitutive essence is
relationship and who is the source and ground of all
relationship.
And in engaging that relationship, we open our-

selves to the fulfillment of our mortality and to the
willingness to be wholly transfigured and continually
changed. Choosing to follow in the way of Christ,
and accepting him as Lord and savior, we pledge our-
selves to belonging to a particular way of being.

The Rev. Christine McSpadden lives in London,
where she is a member of the clergy team at St.
Paul’s Cathedral.

These essays are published with the permission of
Forward Movement, from Soul Proclamations:
Singing the Magnificat with Mary. Pp. 77, $5.



Review by Charles Hoffacker

This large, attractive book in-
vites perusal. Everyone who
had a hand in producing this

model parish history deserves to be
commended. James E. Frazier served
for nearly a decade as organist and
director of music at St. John’s. A
seven-person parish committee, as
well as numerous members and
friends of the congregation, also
contributed information. Dozens of
donors enabled For All the Saints to
be sold at a reasonable price.

Parish Life 
in St. Paul, 
Minnesota

For All the Saints
St. John the Evangelist 
Episcopal Church: A History
By James E. Frazier. 
Afton Press. Pp. 309. $40
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Founded in 1881, St. John the Evangelist in St. Paul,
Minnesota, has been a large congregation throughout
much of its history. Current membership is almost
1,000. Many prosperous and prominent citizens of St.
Paul have been members; hence the good-natured
boast on the book’s back cover: “St. John’s parish-
ioners built a church and also a city!” The gospel as
proclaimed at their church must have shaped the civic
and business efforts of these parishioners, even if the
details are beyond recovery.
Like many parish histories, this one includes a

new chapter for each successive rector. Well-se-
lected photos, many of them in color, appear
throughout the chapters. Occasional sidebars
provide background about parish leaders, major
projects, and other topics. For All the Saints
provides details on the construction, renovation,
and use of parish properties and clergy resi-
dences through the years. The book spans many
parishioners, their church participation, and
their professional and community endeavors. A
nine-page index in small type, devoted mostly to
personal names, makes it easy to locate these
references.
Perhaps the most prominent parishioner listed

is Frank B. Kellogg (1856-1937), a diplomat, U.S.
Senator, and U.S. Secretary of State. He won the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1929 for his work on the
Kellogg-Briand Pact, a treaty that renounced the
use of war as an instrument of national policy
except in self-defense and called for settling dis-
putes peacefully.
For All the Saints demonstrates admirable

candor about parish shortcomings at different
moments in history. St. John’s was one of the last
Minnesota congregations to stop renting pews. It
was not a pioneer in adopting 1979 Book of Com-
mon Prayer. Sometimes parish leaders chal-
lenged the membership as a whole to more lively
participation and more generous financial sup-
port. Like many big churches, St. John’s faced
occasional accusations of seeming cold to new-
comers.
In this account, however, shortcomings are

far outweighed by instances of loyalty, service,
and effective leadership by laity and clergy alike.
Countless members of the parish engaged in
quiet, steady discipleship in decades past and

continue to do so today.
Among the many ministries of St. John’s, two de-

serve mention here for their scope and longevity.
No single feature of parish life “affected the lives of

more young boys and girls as deeply and as memo-
rably as the annual summer camps for choristers.”
Camps were held in various rural locations from 1901
to 1974. The children came from the neighborhood
and beyond, some were poor, and some had no other
connection with the parish.

november 15, 2015 • THe LIVInG CHURCH   19
Images from For All the Saints, published by Afton Press

(Continued on next page)

“St. John’s parishioners built a church and also a city!” 



In 1915 the Church Club House was established
with dormitory rooms for young men, meeting rooms,
a dining hall and kitchen, an auditorium seating al-
most 600 people, a swimming pool, gymnasium, bowl-
ing lanes, a billiard room, and equipment for showing
movies. For 30 years it functioned as a community
center for the wider neighborhood, a diocesan and na-
tional model for parish engagement in the community.
Several ministries of the past anticipated current

social issues. At various times the parish assisted
Cuban and Hmong refugees and other displaced per-
sons. During the 1960s, projects supported civil rights

and racial equality.
Who will read For All the

Saints? Parish members and
their families; people inter-
ested in Episcopal history or
the development of St. Paul,
Minnesota; but also anyone
seeking an approach to
parish history more compre-
hensive than the all-too-com-
mon sketchy summary of
rectors and building projects.
By presenting a host of
parishioners and parish ac-
tivities, Frazier has suc-
ceeded in depicting each pe-
riod in a way that is spacious,
realistic, and engaging. Read-
ing through the chapters, I
found myself imagining what
life was like among the peo-
ple of St. John’s during each
successive period and I came
to appreciate their humanity.

It’s easy to fantasize about big-steeple parishes. For
All the Saints performs a valuable service by de-
mythologizing this parish and thus, to some extent,
large congregations in general. Frazier implicitly re-
minds us, time and again, that the current St. John’s
did not appear overnight. It required time and com-
mitment for the church to be built, a rectory estab-
lished, an endowment fund organized. Stained-glass

windows and other ornaments appeared only gradu-
ally, many of them memorials to children and other
beloved family members. Like any other congrega-
tion, St. John the Evangelist had to move ahead in
faith year by year, and still must do so.
By recounting the history of this parish across more

than 125 years, Frazier also reveals something of the
course of American Christianity and the Episcopal
Church during that time. When a broad historical pro-
gression is seen from the perspective of a single con-
gregation, the specific and the general illuminate one
another in ways that accent the reality of each.
Even people far from the great state of Minnesota

will find For All the Saints a book worth exploring
and worth giving to others. James E. Frazier and his
team have produced a carefully composed and beau-
tifully illustrated history of one of the Episcopal
Church’s major urban congregations.

The Rev. Charles Hoffacker is rector of St. Paul’s
Parish Church, Brandywine, Maryland.

When a broad historical progression 
is seen from the perspective of 
a single congregation, the specific 
and the general illuminate one another
in ways that accent the reality of each.
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By John Martin

Durham Cathedral was teh most recent host of
Incarnation, Mary, and Women from the Bible, an
intriguing exhibition of 17 paintings exploring the
searing pain of women in the biblical pages.

These huge canvasses are the work of Chris
Gollon, partly inspired by The World’s Wife (1999), a
collection by Scottish poet Carol Ann Duffy. The
themed poems imaginatively reconstruct the
stories of mostly unnamed women in myth and
history who are overshadowed by men. They are
now a text in the senior school syllabus in England
and Wales.

A talking point of the exhibition is Gollon’s
depiction of “Judas’s Wife.” This painting, created
especially for the exhibition, captures the anguish
of a woman contemplating the suicide and
permanent degradation of her husband, the
betrayer of Jesus.

Gollon also portrays Job’s feisty wife, who in the
biblical story questions the justice and goodness of
God in the wake of her husband’s suffering and loss.
Hannah’s desolation at being unable to conceive is
etched on her face and posture. Salomé is overcome
with crushing guilt as she lives with her part in the
killing of John the Baptist.

In “Madonna and Child,” Mary dangles an apple
before the Christ child, a statement of how the
Theotokos holds in her arms the One who would
overcome what went awry with the Fall. “Women of
Jerusalem” witnessing the crucifixion weep and
pray but evidence an inner strength that is so often
characteristic of people living under the oppression
of military occupation. The collection ventures
beyond the Bible’s pages to St. Lucy (Lucia),
martyred at age 21 during the persecutions of the

emperor Diocletian in 304.
Gollon blends realism and abstraction in

paintings that use brush, rag, and spray cans. He has
made a name for himself among contemporary
British artists. He worked with Bill Viola, Tracey
Emin, and Craigie Aitchison in the exhibition
Images of Christ for the Third Millennium at St. Paul’s
Cathedral, London (1994). From 2000 to 2008 he
painted Fourteen Stations of the Cross, now installed in
the Church of St. John on Bethnal Green in east
London. Several of his works are in the British
Museum. He has exhibited at Art Chicago and
worked with Yoko Ono and David Bowie.

For more images from Incarnation, Mary, and
Women from the Bible, visit http://is.gd/GollonMary.
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Review by Andrew Petiprin

“Idreamed of a boy who was born in the land ofPuritania and his name was John.” These are
the first words of the first literary offering of a

new Christian, Clive Staples Lewis, in 1932. David
Downing, editor of the excellent new Wade Anno-
tated Edition of Pilgrim’s Regress, notes that Lewis’s
homage to Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress and his
beloved medieval allegories is not only “his first Chris-
tian book” and “his first book of fiction,” but “one of
Lewis’s least read and least understood books” (p.
xvii). 
Indeed, it is difficult reading, but well worth the ef-

fort, greatly helped now by Downing’s extensive mar-
ginal notes, complementing Lewis’s notes inscribed in
a copy given to a student a few years after the work’s
publication (hence the Wade edition). Not only is the
genre unusual (try reading The Romance of the Rose,
for example) and the text infused with assumed philo-
sophical and poetic references, but it has a deeply
personal meaning for Lewis. What else would a liter-
ary scholar do upon converting to Christianity than
look at the experience through the lens of his aca-
demic specialty? As Downing notes in an introduc-
tion, “Lewis seemed almost to be writing for an audi-
ence of one” (p. xvii). This may be the case, but
peering into the mind of this one reveals deep insight
into his later, greater hits, particularly with regard to
the role of the Church — a topic that Lewis himself
minimized in his apologetics, but that is often present
anyway.
The pilgrim, John, becomes aware of the hypocrisy

of his homeland, and he catches sight of an island that
he is compelled to look for. His quest becomes at first
a matter of settling for the next best thing, the poten-

tially problematic “brown girls” who represent lust
and the pursuit of worldly pleasure. As their appeal
wears off, John wanders farther, encountering a vari-
ety of allegorical figures with different explanations
of the island he longs for. The pilgrim wades through
one worldview after another until he arrives at the
Grand Canyon in Book Five. At this stage he has com-
mitted himself to a traveling partner, Vertue, who will
come, go, and mostly stay with him. But can the
Canyon be passed and the island reached? Can
Lewis’s vision of joy give way to eternal life in the
presence of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
Enter the character Mother Kirk, whom Lewis de-

scribes as “Traditional Christianity” (p. 73). Lewis also
adds a note about the choice of Mother Kirk’s name in
the “Afterward to the Third Edition,” included here by
Downing:

The name… was chosen because “Christianity” is not
a very convincing name. Its defect was that it not un-
naturally led the reader to attribute to me a much
more definite Ecclesiastical position than I could re-
ally boast of (p. 217, emphasis Lewis).

The stage is set early on for “mere” Christianity,
which is more (not less) than the Church. The pilgrim
cannot get across the canyon to salvation without
her, and for Lewis this meant the Church of England
— a theoretically big tent with room enough for
“Mother” and “Kirk” alike. The most useful function
Mother Kirk plays in the book is in telling the suc-
cinct but powerful story of the Landlord, his pos-
sessions, and his tenants’ rebellion against him.
Mother Kirk speaks with both certainty and humility,
traits that none of the pilgrim’s other interlocutors
possess together.

Both Mother and Kirk

The Pilgrim’s Regress
Wade Annotated Edition
By C .S.  Le wi s. Eerdmans. Pp. 263. $25

C.S. Lewis and the Church
Essays in Honour of Walter Hooper
Edited by Ju dith Wo lf e and Bren dan N.
W ol fe. Bloomsbury T&T Clark. Pp. 208. $34.95

BOOKS
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The Pilgrim’s Regress is an intri-
cate essai in what will become
Lewis’s most effective apologetic
strategy: invite readers into an imag-
inative world in which they may
come to feel the truth of Christ. It is
hard to envision the heartfelt, magis-
terial Great Divorce without this ear-
lier literary exploration. Life with
God (now and later) is a journey. Ob-
stacles and lifelines are often one and
the same thing, depending on how
one approaches and uses them. The
pilgrim is in one place and knows he
cannot remain there. Lewis’s notes,
expanded and supplemented by
David Downing, make a difficult
book readable to the point of great
enjoyment in parts and useful in the
extreme in evaluating and appreciat-
ing Lewis’s overall contribution to
championing the Christian faith. This
effort is arguably unmatched in the
English language.

In Lewis’s life, the pilgrim’s islandcould be reached too. The insights
into Lewis’s theological journey in
The Pilgrim’s Regress are hashed out
à la Augustine’s Confessions in the
1955 memoir, Surprised by Joy.
Lewis grew up in Northern Ireland,
gave in to certain temptations of the
flesh, and pursued various philoso-
phies into an atheistic dead end.
Then he became a Christian and a
faithful Anglican. C.S. Lewis and the
Church, a collection of essays, delves
into the role of the Church in Lewis’s
life and work. These reflections ded-
icated to Walter Hooper, Lewis’s
longtime literary estate manager,
contain some gems that are quite ap-
propriately read alongside The Pil-
grim’s Regress. If John the pilgrim
came to rely on Mother Kirk, Lewis
the pilgrim came to rely on the
Church of England and the wider
Church Catholic — but with neither

Refined by Fire
A Hobbit, a Wardrobe, 
and a Great War
How J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis
Rediscovered Faith, Friendship, and
Heroism in the Cataclysm of 1914-18
By J ose ph L oco nte. Thomas Nelson. Pp. 256. $24.99

AHobbit, a Wardrobe, and a Great War is a very enjoyable
book about the well-documented friendship of C.S. Lewis
and J.R.R. Tolkien. Both served in World War I, and their

writings comprise not merely impressions of their experiences
but an alternative to the shattered worldview begotten after the
Armistice. Tolkien’s faith withstood the tribulation of the
Somme, and Lewis’s faith (with Tolkien’s help) rose mightily
from the rubble.
Joseph Loconte sketches a helpful picture for the uninformed

(or forgetful) of the intellectual climate leading up to the war.
The world had almost deluded itself into ignoring the most self-
evident of Christian doctrines: the Fall. Neither Lewis’s nor
Tolkien’s experiences on the front made pacifists of them; but
they longed for a world of honor, which must in dire necessity
(and at great cost) be fought for and redeemed. When the two
medievalists met each other in 1926, a holy alliance was born
that lacked one piece. 
Loconte writes: “A deep friendship was taking root. And yet

for all their mutual interests in literature, the two men could not
agree on the nature of myth and its relationship to belief in God.
The argument came to a head on Saturday evening, September
19, 1931” (p. 130).
This was the night of the famous conversation on Addison’s

walk and in Lewis’s rooms at Magdalen College. On this night,
two colleagues became brothers in Christ, similarly equipped to
offer the world a mythological vision of salvation from the
meaninglessness they had fought through in the trenches of
France.
Loconte demonstrates that both Lewis’s and Tolkien’s writ-

ings are the opposite of escapism. Rather they are a pathway to
engagement with post-war reality: “They became convinced
there was only one truth, one singular event, that could help the
weary and brokenhearted find their way home: the Return of
the King” (p. 193).
Loconte does a superb job picking out key themes and char-

acters that tie Lewis’s and Tolkien’s projects together. Tolkien
may have played Gandalf to Lewis’s Frodo at first, but both be-
come Puddleglum in the end. This book is easy and illuminating
reading, a valuable contribution to our appreciation of two
Christian literary giants.

The Rev. Andrew Petiprin
Orlando

(Continued on next page)



26 THe LIVInG CHURCH • november 15, 2015

(888) 689-6757   Protection, KS
www.worshipwoodworks.com

Worship Woodworks

Handcrafted materials which 

introduce Young Children to 

the Wonder of Worship through 

lessons that cater to all of a 

child’s senses.

an exclusive ecclesiastical claim nor
a fierce ecclesiastical pride.
As Andrew Cuneo notes in an in-

troduction: “I began to learn that C.S.
Lewis was not a ‘subject,’ an aca-
demic hypostasis, but a real person
about whom it mattered to get things
right” (p. 2). Mark Edwards points
out Lewis’s lack of background in pa-
tristics paired with an almost innate
Augustinianism that suited his tem-
perament well for Anglicanism. Sim-
ilarly, Jonathan Herapath notices no
direct references to the Oxford
Movement or Victorian religion in
Lewis’s writings, and yet finds him to
be largely in sympathy with both,
particularly with regard to the danger
that liberal theology among the
clergy poses to the faithful in the
pews. We may remember here the
scathing portrayal of the liberal
bishop in The Great Divorce, itself a
finished version of the buffoon-like
prototype of Broad Church in The
Pilgrim’s Regress, Book VII. About
the latter, Lewis notes in his annota-
tion, “You will hardly fail to recog-
nize him!” (Pilgrim, p. 116). Downing
adds to this a long, informative note
for those unfamiliar with Anglican
ecclesiastical parties. He focuses in
particular on Lewis’s concern not
with High Church or Low Church

piety, but the importance of “the su-
pernaturalism of Christian ortho-
doxy” over the new religion of “Lib-
erals and Modernists” (p. 116). Broad
Church’s motto that “the seeking is
the finding” is never going to move
John across the canyon and onto the
island (p. 117). It did not move Lewis
anywhere either.
Francis Warner describes Lewis’s

participation in a translation of the
Psalter, with particularly interesting
anecdotes about working with T.S.
Eliot, something of Lewis’s nemesis.
Kallistos Ware concludes that Lewis
“has indeed a strong claim to be con-
sidered an ‘anonymous Orthodox’”
(p. 152), a statement that many of us
may find more than a little encour-
aging to hear. Ian Ker argues in a
highly personal essay that “mere
Christianity” is for Lewis nothing
other than the Roman Catholic faith
(“Mother”). Christopher Mitchell
stretches Lewis very carefully to see
a view of the atonement suitable for
Reformed churches (“Kirk”). Philip
Ryken, president of Wheaton Col-
lege, which seems to be producing
the very best Anglicans these days,
testifies in a charming piece of writ-
ing to Lewis’s place as the patron
saint of evangelical churches.
The remaining essays in the vol-

ume (the long Part II) explore in

greater detail what Lewis wrote
about the Church in his nonfiction
and how he depicted the Church in
his fiction. The authors often adduce
The Pilgrim’s Regress to make their
points, focusing in particular on the
character of Mother Kirk. Michael
Ward, in the best essay, reminds us of
the role of the Church in The Screw-
tape Letters, in which the demons
conspire to make an idol of the
Church. Lewis avoided drawing at-
tention to “the Church as manifest in
its buildings and services,” of creat-
ing in it an end instead of a means (p.
72). In this way, John in The Pil-
grim’s Regress would have found him-
self farther off the path to the island if
he had concerned himself more with
the identity of Mother Kirk than with
the journey she helps him complete.
Ward most helpfully reminds of some-
thing we see throughout Lewis’s writ-
ings, including The Pilgrim’s Regress:
God is full of surprises, a realization
that Lewis regarded as “a key ecclesi-
ological truth” (p. 87). Thus Lewis and
the Church remains a slippery subject,
but one that deserves our time and ef-
forts.
The Wade Annotated Edition of

The Pilgrim’s Regress belongs on
every Lewis devotee’s shelf, with
gratitude to Downing for his valuable
labors. C.S. Lewis and the Church is
well worth our attention too, partic-
ularly among those of us raised on
Lewis that have come to a deeper
spiritual maturity with the discovery
of ecclesiology. Both books provide
surprises amid familiar territory.
Both remind us that the dream of a
boy from Puritania came true, and
the faith of the Church offers us the
same promise.

The Rev. Andrew Petiprin is rector
of St. Mary of the Angels Church in
Orlando.

(Continued from previous page)
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ally sprinkle some brown sugar on the hearty whole
grain, such as when he offers this comment about
prayer in the context of preaching on Our Lord’s
Ascension: “When we pray ‘through Jesus Christ our
Lord,’ we are literally calling home. We are laying claim
to Jesus’ place in the heart of God, to the eternal Son
who has finished his journey from heaven into our far-
away country like a shepherd seeking his sheep, to
bring us home to safety” (p. 142).
As one might expect, these homilies are short; most

would probably clock in right around the ten-minute
mark, and they can be read in less time than that. Some
might argue that it is difficult to say very much of sub-
stance in such a short time. Perhaps so, but what this
collection points toward is the practical reality that,
insofar as preaching is an expression of pastoral care,
it is not about an isolated homiletical event — one ser-
mon on one Sunday — but about a relationship. It is
about sheep in a flock getting to know their shepherd’s
voice for a period of weeks turning into months and
months turning into years. Over that time, they invari-
ably hear the same core truths expounded over and
over again, and not necessarily in particularly different
ways, but ways that, nonetheless, inure to the glory of
God, the sanctification of their souls, the edification of
the Church, and the life of the world. As expressed in
(St. Thomas’ parishioner and renowned author) Jon
Meacham’s foreword: “Taken together, the sermons
collected here record a priestly life spent in pursuit of
the simplest yet most profound truths of Christianity”
— as fine a valediction as any priest marking the con-
clusion of full-time ministry could desire.

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins is Bishop of Spring-
field.

Catechesis
Sermons for the Christian Year
By Andrew  Mead. St. Thomas Church.
Pp. 168. $15

The Craft of Preaching
Review by Daniel Martins

Asermon in the context of the Eucharist is an
eminently liturgical act. Its mission is to place
the Liturgy of the Word — the appointed read-

ings from Holy Scripture, or, more broadly sometimes,
the particular feast or occasion being observed — in
the breach between the concrete, mundane lives of
those in the congregation and the eschatological hope
into which the ensuing Liturgy of the Table will shortly
subsume everyone. But within this overarching rubric,
sermons may be deployed in the service of other ancil-
lary ends, among which is catechesis. A homily is not
inherently a teaching event, but a good homily can cer-
tainly convey good teaching, and the cause of the
gospel is undoubtedly well-served when this happens.
Andrew Mead retired in 2014 after 18 years as rector

of the iconic St Thomas’ Church, Fifth Avenue, New
York City, and 43 years of ordained ministry in the
Episcopal Church. This short volume collects the texts
of 37 homilies delivered by Fr. Mead in the course of
his ministry— necessarily, then, a quite small sampling
of the entire corpus. In deference to the subtitle, “Ser-
mons for the Christian Year,” there are relatively few
from the “green” Sundays of ordinary time and rela-
tively more from feast days and seasonal nodal points:
All Saints, Christmas, Epiphany, Ash Wednesday, Good
Friday, Easter, Pentecost, Corpus Christi, Ascension,
Assumption, and the like. These are intended to be
teaching sermons — which, in fact, they are — and,
moreover, teaching at a fairly basic level, ever focusing
on the fundamental building blocks of Christian faith
and discipleship.
On digging into a collection of sermons, particularly

sermons that endeavor to teach, one is perhaps pre-
disposed to treasure-hunt the material, casting about
for the homiletical pearl of great price, the preaching
equivalent of haute cuisine, the arresting metaphor,
the outside-the-box penetrating insight. It is without
the slightest intent of impugning Fr. Mead’s work when
I say that what he serves up here is not beef Wellington
but oatmeal, not poetry that sets our hearts ablaze but
prose that is clear, simple, direct, and grounded in the
tradition of Scripture and the Church’s teaching.
It is not soaring oratory, but a rather old-fashioned,

pastorally and circumstantially sensitive (one selec-
tion was delivered on Sept. 16, 2001) manifestation of
the craft of preaching. That said, Mead will occasion-
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Gospels themselves, much of Jesus presents episodes
in no particular order or sequence at all.

Rather than introducing some other story made up
and thrown in only to hold together these episodes,
this more occasional telling sketches out a cumula-
tive portrait: Jesus tells people about God. He
preaches and tells stories and he teaches. He per-
forms wonders, healing the sick and even raising the
dead. Eventually, he is betrayed and killed but he
defeats death too, rising alive from his tomb.

I especially admire the adept touch with which this
book hands on the many stories of Jesus’ miracles.
Miracle stories account for most of its pages, but they
never get flattened. By that I mean to be saying a lot.
Miracles are easily squished because explaining them
can explain them away. And children often expect us
to do exactly that, to tame what they do not know or
understand and transmute it for them into known
and understood reality. 

Grün’s telling doesn’t explain miracles away. Col-
ored throughout by a sense of wonder, the book
offers little “because.” Without explanation or apol-
ogy, Jesus’ wondrous deeds remain wonderfully
untamed, and they appropriately inspire amazement.
His final act in the story inspires faith too: “the
women had told the truth: Jesus lives and has tri-
umphed over death!”

The Legend of Saint Nicholas
By Ansel m Gr ün and Giu lia no Fe rri
Eerdmans. Pp. 26. $16

If “art and the saints are the greatest apologetic for
our faith,” as Pope Benedict has famously said, then
illustrated books about the saints should be cheered
with special enthusiasm by Christian parents. The Leg-
end of Saint Nicholas, for ages 4-8, tells the story of one
of the ancient Church’s best-loved saints. Beloved in
both East and West, and by children especially,
Nicholas promises an ideal subject for a children’s
book.

The Legend of Saint Nicholas portrays the saint in a
variety of roles. Nicholas is a priest and bishop who
cares for his flock. As a shepherd, he is a ready helper
for any who need him, using his own wealth to care
for the poor and distressed. But his care for the vul-
nerable also extends beyond the limits of his own
resources.

St. Nicholas is remembered and venerated in the

Jesus
By Anse lm  Grü n and Gi ulia no Fe rr i
Eerdmans. Pp. 26. $16

How do you communicate the gospel to your chil-
dren? This question likely holds much of your decid-
ing and doing as a Christian parent. Parents will find
help for the task in this book for ages 4-8. 

In telling children about Jesus, it can be easy to fall
into telling some other story, substituting some
account of what Jesus does or accomplishes for Jesus
himself. As Karl Barth said about theology, it is easy
to make the Christian story about Jesus and something
else. This book does an admirable job of simply telling
the gospel story. 

Translated by Laura Watkinson, Grün’s text uses
ordinary, not elevated, language, but it is always nim-
ble and never clunky. Ferri’s illustrations offer an
appealing and coherent visual context for the telling.
I think my favorite illustration is the one of the
Prodigal Son. The picture is mostly just the two fig-
ures locked in an embrace, but the son’s grief and the
father’s grip are both palpable.

A selection of episodes from the Synoptic Gospels,
Jesus is both summary and harmony, but the book
avoids adding to the gospel stories. True to the

Lectio Divina for the Whole Family
Review by Caleb Congrove
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Church precisely as a wonder-worker, a saint whose
ministry was accompanied and characterized by mir-
acles. 

Finally, the saint’s story does not end with his time
here among us. From heaven, St. Nicholas intercedes
to help those on earth. As pastor, miracle worker, and
heavenly patron, the saint’s kindliness shines through
the variety of his roles and holds the whole portrait
together.

The book connects the episodes from the saint’s
life to his role in the life of the Church: “People all
over the world love Saint Nicholas because of the
many miracles he performed during his lifetime, and
even from heaven after his death.” 

The Legend of St. Nicholas concludes with some popu-
lar customs surrounding this saint. The final page
recites a children’s song from Germany. For readers of
the original German, this conclusion served to relate
the stories of the legend to their own familiar cus-
toms. English speakers may not be familiar with the
same customs, but the ending can introduce readers
to a wider world of Christian practice. 

However much you know or do not know about
Nicholas, you and your children will be sure to love
him — or love him more — after reading this book.

Thank You, God
By J .  Bra dle y Wi gg er and Ja go. Eerdmans. Pp. 26. $16

“How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you
made them all.” This line from Psalm 104 does not appear

in Thank You, God, but it would be a very fitting coda.
Written for ages 3-8, it is, as the title suggests, a

prayer of thanksgiving. It is an immensely inviting
prayer, and even adults may find in it an unexpected
invitation of their own. Jago’s illustrations are vivid
and they invite their own share of thoughtful pauses.

Thank You, God makes good on the hymn’s counsel
to “count your many blessings, name them one by
one.” Each page proposes another object for our
thankfulness (food or home, for example) and develops
it in concrete connections of appreciation. There are
some lovely turns of phrase and striking connections
in the details of the meditations. 

Thank You, God does not just lay out a word of
thanksgiving, but savors it, lingering on the details:
“Thank you, God, for meals together, with good food
to smell, to taste, and to fill my belly.” 

Parents too can learn something from reading this
book with their children. When we remember to be
thankful for the food on our tables, how often are we
really meditating on what is there, given to us? Usu-
ally we are likely only reminding ourselves that we
could be going hungry. 

Thank You, God invites us to linger on the many
good things we have received and to receive them
with delighted, thankful hearts. Thank You, God,
indeed! When will we outgrow this exercise? For kids
from 1 to 92, this book is delightful.

A father of three, Caleb Congrove is a high school teacher in
Ohio and a contributor to TLC’s weblog, Covenant.
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Déjà Vu on Sub-communities
I read with interest “We Too Are the Other” by George
Sumner [TLC, Oct. 18]. His stated goal was “to offer a se-
ries of theological arguments for the importance of a
sub-community of Episcopalians who espouse a tradi-
tional view of Christian marriage.” I found myself both
sympathetic and saddened: sympathetic, because I and
many others struggled for precisely this kind of “sub-
community” that “espoused a traditional view of Chris-
tian” priesthood and episcopate. Saddened, because this
effort of ours was so completely rejected, and I fear the
same potential results for Fr. Sumner’s efforts.

It seems to me that the definitive theological outlook
that doomed efforts to retain a space for the historic
priesthood and episcopate was the conviction that if
any baptized Christian is forbidden to ordination by
virtue of a natural condition, they are being treated as
second-class, and denied full rights of membership. In
this view, the denial of equal rights could not be toler-
ated. I fear that this same logic (used recently in the re-
lated decision by the U.S. Supreme Court) will ulti-
mately doom Fr. Sumner’s hope regarding the

reservation of marriage for heterosexual couples only.
I do not believe that I am seeing this effort merely

through the lens of my own sadness. The logic of the
parallel seems clear: How can one church be allowed
to deny sacraments to church members who are wel-
comed to receive them by the church as a whole? Nev-
ertheless, I will pray that Fr. Sumner’s attractive pro-
posal meets with a better outcome.

The Rev. Canon Lawrence D. Bausch
Holy Trinity Parish

San Diego
Recognizing Benedict
Thank you for Dennis Raverty’s article on the resur-
gence of iconography in the contemporary world
[TLC, Oct. 4]. It was good to read of the ways that
Christians beyond the Byzantine tradition are reappro-
priating the traditional iconography of the Christian
East in an ecumenical way. The article states that St.
Benedict is “not recognized as a saint by the Eastern
Church.” This is incorrect. St. Benedict is certainly
numbered among the Orthodox saints. His feast day in
the East is March 14 for both the Orthodox and the
Byzantine Rite Catholic churches.

Geoffrey Mackey
Trinity School for Ministry
Ambridge, Pennsylvania

LETTERS

Photographer Asher Imtiaz with Bishop Curry

What’s in an Image?
THE LIVING CHURCH’s cover portrait of Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry [Nov. 1] prompted many and
varied responses: phone calls from two disappointed
bishops, similar Facebook posts, and a call from a
priest who ordered 100 copies because he found the
cover story and photos so compelling.

“Everyone who knows our Presiding Bishop-elect
knows him to be full of love and joy,” the Rev. Vickie
Geer McGrath, rector of All Saints’ Church in Milling-
ton, New Jersey, wrote on Facebook. “This photo does
Bishop Curry and the Church a great disservice.”

“I wholeheartedly challenge TLC to publish a front
cover picture of the PB elect that’s flattering,” wrote
the Rev. Sean Ferrell, rector of the Chapel of St. John
the Divine in Champaign, Illinois. “There are so
many good ones, and it is not lost on me what you’re
doing. I call foul.”

The Rev. Beth Maynard, rector of Emmanuel Me-
morial Church in Champaign, wrote that she and
her husband, Mark, “both found this cover picture
beautiful and tender. I was immediately reminded of
the deep, real, weathered joy one sees in the silent
parade of monastic faces in Into Great Silence — to me
one of the most memorable photographic witnesses
to non-naive hearts alive to the Spirit. We were
moved by it.”

“Michael photographs well,” wrote the Rev. John A.

Russell, a friend and colleague of Bishop Curry’s fa-
ther in Buffalo, New York. “The absolute icon-power
feeling of compassion and faith in this photo is so
wonderful, absolutely Christlike, that it is photo-
graphic art at its best. The photographer … knew
what he saw and recognized and captured it in his
art.”

Fr. Russell, retired from active ministry, attends St.
Philip’s Church in Buffalo, the parish in which
Michael Curry first served as an acolyte and his fa-
ther, the Rev. Kenneth Curry, served for many years as
rector.

Photographer Asher Imtiaz, an Anglican from Pak-
istan, took the pictures of Presiding Bishop Curry in
the Nov. 1 edition, and many others during General
Convention during the summer.

“My goal was to have a portrait that would be rich
and would capture the sensitivity of his character,”
Imtiaz said. “I think this one was the best I got.”
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grams consume 77 percent of the
$400,000 budget. The remaining 23
percent goes to justice and relief
work in Maplewood, the Diocese of
Newark, and the world. This mission
category is increasingly emphasized
in an effort to connect with a rising
generation that values signs of suc-
cess, according to member Dan
Austin, who has led stewardship
campaigns at St. George’s.
“Our members, including — and

maybe especially — newer ones, are
very interested in what the parish
does for others, inside and outside
the church walls,” Austin said via
email. “So we’re trying to respond,
and are seeking to put those efforts
in a Christian context.”
What motivates givers to give the

church priority can vary a lot from
person to person, Weber-Johnson
says. Nicholson agrees: no one gives
just to keep the lights on. Even a vis-
ible result is not always the ultimate
driving factor for an individual.
“We give because this has an op-

portunity to transform you [the giver]
in the process,” Weber-Johnson said.
“We give because you are in relation-
ship with people who are leading
these ministries. … These are all ways
in which a story can be adapted.”
Still, documenting results matters

more than ever across the philan-
thropic landscape, and congregations
are not exempt. Observers say they
can learn from Christian aid organi-
zations, which must distinguish
themselves every day among a sea of
alternatives.
“The charitable giving space is

competitive and increasingly more
focused on delivering results,” said
Robert Radtke, president of Episco-
pal Relief & Development, via email.
Tracking results helps organiza-

tions tell their stories. For the past
decade, Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment has been making sure donors
know how their dollars are taking the
sting out of malaria. Since 2006, the
NetsforLife program has distributed
22 million malaria nets, which pro-
tects people from disease-carrying

mosquitos. More than 111,000 trained
malaria control agents monitor the
program.
With independent verification of

results in hand, Episcopal Relief &
Development has numbers to share
when describing the agency’s effec-
tiveness. Donors receive assurance
that the nets, combined with educa-
tion and monitoring, have saved
more than 112,000 young children’s
lives and reduced malaria rates by 45
percent in participating communi-
ties. Equally rigorous monitoring and
evaluation criteria are now in the
works for all ERD programs.
“It is about moving the discussion

from What are we putting into the
program? to What kind of impact is
the program having? and then telling
that story,” Radtke said.
Even in today’s competitive charity

landscape, some still make the local
church their top priority. Retired en-
gineer Bruce Pollock and his wife,
Alice, give 10 percent of their income
to St. Aidan’s Church in Hartford,
Wisconsin, a suburb of Milwaukee.
Even 10 percent of a family inheri-
tance went to establish a church en-
dowment. They spread an additional
4-5 percent of yearly income among
other nonprofits such as Milwaukee
Public Television, the Hartford Lion’s
Club, and Bruce’s alma mater, the
University of Wisconsin.
“I do the church the first; it’s an au-

tomatic,” Pollock said. “I’ve backed
off on other things. We were up to 15
or 20 percent that we were giving
away. But 10 percent still goes to the
church. That’s off the top.”
That spirit from a stewardship

leader in the congregation has helped
St. Aidan’s climb out from under a
$320,000 debt that lingered after a
fire in the mid-2000s. Pledges from
members, coupled with matching
funds from the Diocese of Milwau-
kee, have put the church on track to
pay off the debt as soon as recent
pledges are fulfilled. No one gave
large gifts to the campaign, Pollock
said. The key instead was to generate
100 percent participation from the
congregation.
Pollock says he’s motivated by all

the church does within and beyond
its own walls, from a free monthly
lunch that draws 100-plus to Bible
study and Sunday school. He encour-
ages fellow parishioners to be daily
stewards of all they have: not just
money, but also time, energy, and
other resources.
“I give to things first, and then if I

don’t have money for a vacation or a
new TV set, then I don’t do it,” Pol-
lock said. “I’ve had my tax man say,
‘That’s a bunch. You’re giving more
away than most people.’ And I’d say,
‘Well, that’s fine. I’ve been blessed.
So that’s okay.’ That’s just how I’m
cooked, I guess.” q

Trends in Giving
(Continued from page 11)

Malaria Control Agents perform their duties as part of netsforLife, a joint program of episcopal
Relief & Development and five partner organizations. Episcopal Relief & Development photo
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PEOPLE & PLACES

A Discipling 
Community

St. Paul’s is a parish serving Savannah and
the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia in the
fullness of the Catholic and Reformed
faith of the Anglican Communion since
1852. Established as the first Free Pew
Parish in Savannah, St. Paul’s has at-
tempted through its history to live into
the sacramental and evangelistic implica-
tions of the recovery
and continuing for-
mation of Catholic
tradition in the Epis-
copal Church. 

We are a commu-
nity committed to
deepening our disci-
pleship, adopting the
Episcopal Church as
the spiritual home
where we live into
the challenges of the
Christian faith. We see the diversity of
our religious histories, interests, and cul-
tures as one of our strengths as a parish
family. Primarily we are here because we
find Jesus Christ in our worship, in our
fellowship, and in our ministry and serv-
ice to others.

On Sundays, Mass is said at 8 a.m. and
sung at 10 a.m., it is in Spanish at 12:15
p.m., and it is contemplative at 6:30 p.m.
In addition we offer the Daily Office and
Mass Monday through Friday.

e Parish of St. Paul the Apostle
1802 Abercorn Street

Savannah, GA 31401-8122
912.232.0274

stpaulsavannah.org

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor

Appointments
The Rev. Lesley Adams is parish priest

at Christ Church, 1393 Main St., Willard,
NY 14588.
The Rev. Diana Akiyama is rector of St.

Augustine’s, 54-3801 Akoni Pule Hwy.,
Kapaau, HI 96755.
The Rev. Ted Blakley is rector of Grace,

2 Hyde Park Dr., Hutchinson, KS 67502.
The Rev. Trace Browning is rector of All

Saints, 1710 Foothill Dr., Salt Lake City,
UT 84108.
The Rev. Thomas R. Cook is rector St.

Stephen’s, 4439 W. 50th St., Edina, MN
55424.
The Rev. Canon Chad Jones is priest-in-

charge of St. Augustine’s, 12954 Joor Rd.,
Baton Rouge, LA 70818, and remains rec-
tor of St. Patrick’s, Zachary.
The Very Rev. Christoph Keller III is dean

and rector of Trinity Cathedral, 310 W.
17th St., Little Rock, AR 72206.

Debbie Kremers is missioner for transi-
tions for the Diocese of Kansas, 835 S.W.
Polk St., Topeka, KS 66612.
The Rev. Christopher R. Morck is rector

of Grace, 133 School St., New Bedford,
MA 02740.
The Rev. Michelle A. Oritz is assistant

rector for family ministry at St. David’s,
1015 Old Roswell Rd., Roswell, GA 30076.
The Rev. Elizabeth Papazoglakis and the

Rev. Tom Papazoglakis are priests-in-
charge of St. George’s, 912 Rt. 146, Clifton
Park, NY 12065.
The Rev. Michael Steven Patterson is pas-

tor of Gift of Grace Lutheran, 290 S. West
St., Fernley, NV 89408.
The Rev. Ezgi Saribay is curate of St.

Michael and St. George, 6345 Wydown
Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63105.
The Rev. Blake Sawicky is assistant rec-

tor of St. Michael and St. George, 6345
Wydown Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63105.
The Rev. Elizabeth “Beth’’ Rauen Sciaino

is priest-in-charge of St. Bernard’s, 88
Claremont Rd., Bernardsville, NJ 07924.
The Rev. Masud Ibn Syedullah, TSSF, is

priest and pastoral consultant at St.
Andrew’s, 26 Prospect St., Brewster, NY
10509.
The Rev. Jeff Wallace is rector of Cal-

vary, 408 S. Lee St., Americus, GA 31709.

Ordinations
Deacons

Georgia — Johnny Tuttle
Hawaii — Phyllis Mahilani Yin Tai Beimes,

Malcolm Keleawe Hee, Paul Nahoa Lucas,
and John Anson Hau’oli Tomoso.

Maryland — Frank Bailey

Retirements
The Rev. Richard A. Ginnever, as rector

of Christ Church, Columbia, MD; add: 595
Grant Dr., Gettysburg, PA. 17325.
The Rev. George V. Porter, as team min-

ister at Trinity, Cochran, GA.
The Rev. Lloyd E. Prator, as rector of St.

John’s in the Village, New York, NY.
The Rev. Canon Howard K. Williams, as

rector of St. Augustine’s, Brooklyn, NY.

Deaths
The Rev. James P. Crowther, Jr., a for-
mer missionary to Liberia, died Sept.
9. He was 82.
Born in New York City, he was a grad-

uate of Florida State University and the
University of the South. He was ordained
deacon in 1957 and priest in 1961. He
served in West Africa at the Liberian Mis-
sion of the Order of the Holy Cross from
1958 to 1960, teaching theology and his-
tory to high school students. He served
congregations in Georgia, Massachusetts,
and South Carolina until his retirement in
1986.

Brother Derek Ford, SSF, a former
Episcopal chaplain at the San Fran-
cisco Jail and a founding member of
St. Gregory of Nyssa Church, died at
St. Francis Friary, Los Angeles, Sept.
4. He was 83.
He learned of having terminal cancer

only ten days before his death. He is sur-
vived by a brother, John Ford, of the
United Kingdom.

The Rev. Canon William Chester Rhodes
died Sept. 2 at his home in Phoenix.
He was 67.
A native of Philadelphia, he was a

graduate of Yale University and General
Theological Seminary. He was ordained
deacon in 1976 and priest in 1977, and
served parishes in Arizona, California,
and New York. As rector of Christ the
King Church, San Francisco, he served a
congregation devastated by HIV/AIDS.
During a decade, he said in a 2014 ser-
mon, he presided at the funerals of 328
parishioners, which he described as hor-
rific. Rhodes was an advocate of deacons
and a member of the faculty in the dea-
con formation program in the Episcopal
Diocese of Arizona.

Send your notices to
p&p@livingchurch.org
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 25 Pentecost, November 15

First reading and psalm: 1 Sam. 1:4-20 • 1 Sam. 2:1-10
Alternate: Dan. 12:1-3 • Ps. 16 • Heb. 10:11-14(15-18)19-25 • Mark 13:1-8

Ready or Not

In Jesus’ day none of the modernmeans to assist the natural but
sometimes dangerous process of
childbirth existed. “Birth pangs”
vividly portrayed the pain and an-
guish suffered by the mother and, by
extension, her family.
In the Gospel reading today our

Lord gives a rather grim prediction of
the future. There will be war, earth-
quakes, famine. Frauds will pretend
to be the Messiah and will draw peo-
ple away from true religion and
virtue. Their predictions that the end
is coming will be disproved as time
goes on, leaving them behind. Chris-
tians are not to be afraid. These are
the birth pangs of a new creation.
Jesus made these predictions qui-

etly to his closest friends. They had
been in the Temple, and his friends
had marveled at its wonder, its huge
stones and pillars. Today we can only
find a hint of the grandeur of the
place when we stand at the Wailing
Wall in Jerusalem. The glories the
disciples saw vanished when the Ro-
mans, led by Titus, destroyed the
Temple and most of the city in A.D.
70. Some speculate that the destruc-
tion of Israel’s holy place decisively
turned the mission of the Church to-
ward the Gentiles.
Jesus tells his friends that the Tem-

ple will be destroyed so that not one
stone will be laid upon another. Some
suggest that Mark wrote this after the
fact, putting into Jesus’ mouth a de-
scription of what happened. They
suggest that to Mark the new Cre-
ation had been realized in the life of
the swiftly expanding Church, which
survived the wars and all the de-
struction as Jews took on the might
of Rome and lost everything, to be-
come marginalized and scattered. If,
as most scholars believe, Mark’s
Gospel was written around the time
of the Temple’s destruction, there is
no reason why the predictions as-
cribed to Jesus are untrue. Winston
Churchill predicted the Second

World War years before it happened
and even he did not claim to be the
Messiah.
Christians may believe that, in a

sense, Jesus’ prediction about the fall
of Jerusalem and the survival of the
Church was an accurate reading of
the signs of the time. The tragedies,
wars, famines, and false teachers we
see as we look back and expect in
the future are the birth pangs of the
coming kingdom. It is not for us to
know when or how God will restore
all things unto himself. We can know
and believe that the kingdom will
come.
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy

Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly di-
gest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life, which you have
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Look It Up
Read, mark, and learn Mark 13:1-8.

Think About It
How do you embrace the blessed
hope of everlasting life?
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Focused Outward
Fellowship, worship, and service are joined
closely at St. Mark's Cathedral, Shreveport.
Newcomers are welcomed at breakfast
once a month before the 10:30 service. On
Wednesday nights, supper is served before
the evening’s choir practices, youth pro-
grams, and a short conversational lecture
for adults on Scripture and the spiritual life. 

e cathedral’s choral program includes
the Boys and Girls Choir, dedicated to the
highest musical standards, to educating
and forming young people through music,
and to enriching the cultural life of Shreve-
port. Adults participate in the Cathedral
Choir, which sings a repertoire from Gre-
gorian chant to 21st-century sacred music
for the 10:30 service. e Evensong choir is
an auditioned group made of up staff
singers and adult volunteers who sing for
weekly Choral Evensong, joining the Boys
and Girls Choir. 

e Community Ministries is particu-
larly concerned with meeting the needs of
children, the homeless, elderly, and the vic-
tims of poverty, crime, and religious perse-
cution, not only locally but around the
world. e Cooking Crew prepares meals
together monthly for several area groups.
In 2014, the Cooking Crew made approxi-
mately 7,400 meals, not including those for
anksgiving and Christmas. 

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor

St. Mark’s Cathedral
908 Rutherford St. Shreveport, LA 71104

318.221.3360 | stmarkscathedral.net

SUNDAY’S READINGS | Last Pentecost, November 22
First reading and psalm: 2 Sam. 23:1-7 • Ps. 132:1-13(14-19)

Alternate: Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 • Ps. 93 • Rev. 1:4b-8 • John 18:33-37

Priests of the King
What do you want to be when

you grow up? Occasionally a
child will answer, “President of the
United States.” Perhaps it’s better af-
ter all for children to stick to attain-
able futures as teachers, scientists,
or firefighters. Yet, beginning at bap-
tism a Christian learns to praise Je-
sus by saying, “To him who loves us
and freed us from our sins by his
blood, and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to
him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.” All the baptized are
ordained as priests, priests in a king-
dom, in which Jesus is King of Kings
and Lord of Lords (Rev. 4:1b-8).
Perhaps we would rather be a fire-

fighter after all. We would much
rather let the ordained carry the title
and responsibility of priesthood, to
offer the sacrifice by which Jesus
frees the sins of the world, to speak
to the world for God, and to speak
from the world to God. This vocation
is that fulfilled in baptism, and like it
or not, the Church and its members
bear the weight of being a royal
priesthood.
The confrontation between Jesus

and the Roman Governor Pontius Pi-
late is dramatic. Pilate was born into
a family of hereditary knights, a mili-
tary family. As prefect of Judaea, he
represented the tyrannical Emperor
Tiberius as commander of the Ro-
man legions in the area, as adminis-
trator of the area, and with limited ju-
dicial power. He exemplified naked
power, repression, and force.
Jesus too had a noble lineage, trac-

ing his family tree to King David, the
great Jewish hero. But he was born in
a cave. His human father was a car-
penter. True, the village carpenter
was a valued and honored member of
the village, as he made tools, furni-
ture, the beams that held up roofs,
doors, and window frames. Such util-
itarian labor in no way compared
with being a hereditary knight, let
alone the representative of an em-

peror who claimed to be divine. Pi-
late asserted the power of perhaps
the greatest empire the world had
known.
Jesus says that his kingdom was

from above. State and faith clash in
these persons. Today Tiberius and his
empire are long gone. Pilate lives on
in the Creeds, but not as a man of
power. Jesus lives. He is King of
kings. His kingdom from above is to
come but is foreshadowed in the
Church as Christians serve God’s em-
pire as a royal priesthood. The power
of this kingdom is love, compassion,
and mission. Through the Church
and its members, God works his pur-
pose out as year succeeds to year un-
til the earth becomes full of the glory
of God as Jesus returns to claim his
own.
Almighty and everlasting God,

whose will it is to restore all things
in your well-beloved Son, the King of
kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully
grant that the peoples of the earth,
divided and enslaved by sin, may be
freed and brought together under his
most gracious rule; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Look It Up
Read the lessons appointed for this
day.

Think About It
Reflect on how you exercise your
priestly ministry at home, at work,
and to those in need.
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C LA S S I F I E D S

Church Pew Refinishing Pew refinishing specialists
since 1972. Nations Oldest, Largest. www.keckgroup.com
888-253-KECK

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail
at festflags@aol.com.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

THREE MUSIC POSITIONS: The University of the
South seeks candidates for three positions in music, effec-
tive July 1, 2016: Organist and Choirmaster of All Saints’
Chapel; professor (rank unspecified) of voice in the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences; and professor (rank unspeci-
fied) of church music in the School of Theology.
It is anticipated that the three appointees will work col-

legially beyond their primary appointments in developing
the musical life of the University.
A letter of application and a comprehensive curricu-

lum vitae should be sent to the cognizant dean, by Decem-
ber 15, 2015 for fullest consideration.  References and
supporting documents will be sought at a later stage in the
search process.
Addresses are as follows: Office of the Dean, All

Saints’ Chapel, 735 University Avenue; Office of the
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, 735 University
Avenue; Office of the Dean, School of Theology, 335 Uni-
versity Avenue; all located in Sewanee, TN 37383.
The University of the South is an equal opportunity

educational institution that is committed to creating and

POSITIONS OFFERED

Many of St. Andrew’s members are retired, and come from all 
walks of life and sexual orientations. Some knowledge of Spanish 
is a plus, but not necessary.

Our incumbent is retiring. We have a permanent part-time/paid 
position available in this low-cost environment.

Application deadline: March 1, 2016
Send inquiries to: anglicanchurcha@gmail.com

www.standrewsriberas.com

Tired of Cold Winters 
and Hot Summers?

St. Andrew’s is a small parish in need of a part-time rector 
who will minister primarily to English-speaking (and some 
Spanish-speaking) parishioners. Our nationalities include:

• Canadian 45%    • American 45%    • Mexican 10%.

Opening:  PART-TIME RECTOR
Parish:   St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Mexico
Where:   �e best climate in the Western hemisphere:  
  Lake Chapala, Jalisco, Mexico — where 
  high elevation and southern latitude 
  make year-round seasons of spring and fall.

FULL-TIME ASSOCIATE RECTOR: St. Mary’s is a
large church of 600+ families prominently positioned in
the city of Stuart, Florida. Our mission statement says it
all:  Growing into Jesus, Reaching Out in Love.  We are
seeking an associate rector who will be the primary leader
for our growing and dynamic Contemporary Family Wor-
ship service, and who will work with our Director of
Youth and Director of Christian Education to provide
pastoral leadership to young families.  The associate will
also participate fully in the overall life of the parish,
including worship, teaching, and pastoral care.  Send a
cover letter, resume, and OTM portfolio to The Rev. Dr.
Todd Cederberg, Rector, at tcederberg@msn.com.
Please also visit our website at www.stmarys-stuart.org.

Active parish near interstate 11/2 hours from Gulf Coast
beaches seeks rector; contact sawbonz@saloom.net
for info.

PRIEST-IN-CHARGE: St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
Haddon Heights, NJ, is searching for a long term Priest-
in-Charge to join with the dedicated vestry and parish-
ioners to rebuild our parish, established in 1909. St.
Mary’s has a long, rich history of civic involvement and
outreach. Our website, www.stmarysnewday.org, illus-
trates the many programs we offer. The large sanctuary
provides a venue for concerts using our 4 manual, 52 rank
Schantz Organ. The priest-in-charge would be responsible
for 10 a.m. Sunday service plus two additional days per
week. Wednesday morning communion services, involve-
ment in parish activities and guiding the vestry as we grow
the parish, are our expectations. Establishing this post by
January 2016 is the goal. Contact — Kathi Heller:
hellerheller@verizon.net. Include c.v. & any questions. 

advertising@livingchurch.org   

(414) 292-1245
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Birmingham, Alabama
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
OF THe ADVenT
2017 Sixth Ave. n. • 205.251.2324
adventbirmingham.org

Vail, Colorado
CHURCH OF THe TRAnSFIGURATIOn
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Bradenton, Florida
CHRIST CHURCH
4030 Manatee Ave. w. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIOCeSe OF FLORIDA
325 n. Market St. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

Orlando, Florida
DIOCeSe OF CenTRAL FLORIDA
1017 e. Robinson St. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

Sarasota, Florida
CHURCH OF THe ReDeeMeR
222 South Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

Savannah, Georgia
THe COLLeGIATe CHURCH
OF ST. PAUL THe APOSTLe
1802 Abercorn St. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Savannah, Georgia
ST. JOHn’S CHURCH
1 w. Macon St. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Chicago, Illinois
DIOCeSe OF CHICAGO
65 e Huron St. • 312.751.4200
episcopalchicago.org

Springfield, Illinois
DIOCeSe OF SPRInGFIeLD
821 S. Second St. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

Shreveport, Louisiana
ST. MARK’S CATHeDRAL 
908 Rutherford Street • 318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Chevy Chase, Maryland
ALL SAInTS CHURCH
3 Chevy Chase Circle • 301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

St. Louis, Missouri
THe CHURCH OF ST. MICHAeL
& ST. GeORGe
6345 wydown Blvd. • 314.721.1502
csmsg.org

new York, new York
ePISCOPAL CHURCH FOUnDATIOn
815 Second Ave. • 212.697.2858
episcopalfoundation.org

new York, new York
TRInITY wALL STReeT
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, new York
DIOCeSe OF weSTeRn new YORK
1064 Brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH
4523 Six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Cincinnati, Ohio
DIOCeSe OF SOUTHeRn OHIO
412 Sycamore St. • 800.582.1712
diosohio.org

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
ALL SOULS’ CHURCH
6400 n. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
DIOCeSe OF OKLAHOMA
924 n. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

wayne, Pennsylvania
ST. DAVID’S CHURCH
763 S. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
S. STePHen’S CHURCH
114 George St. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

nashville, Tennessee
DIOCeSe OF TenneSSee
3700 woodmont Blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

nashville, Tennessee
ST. GeORGe’S CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

Sewanee, Tennessee
COMMUnITY OF ST. MARY
SOUTHeRn PROVInCe
1100 St. Mary’s Lane • 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

(Continued on next page)
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Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THe InCARnATIOn
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIOCeSe OF DALLAS
1630 n. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
THe CHURCH OF ST. JOHn
THe DIVIne
2450 River Oaks Blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIOCeSe OF TeXAS
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
ST. DUnSTAn’S CHURCH
14301 Stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
ST. MARTIn’S CHURCH
717 Sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

San Antonio, Texas
CHRIST CHURCH
510 Belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

west Brattleboro, Vermont
JeRUSALeM PeACeBUILDeRS
P.O. Box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHeDRAL CHURCH 
OF ALL SAInTS
818 e. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

Mobile, Alabama
CHRIST CHURCH CATHeDRAL
115 S. Conception St.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Denver, Colorado
ST. JOHn’S CATHeDRAL
1350 washington St.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
ePISCOPAL CHURCH
In COnneCTICUT
290 Pratt Street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIST CHURCH, GeORGeTOwn
31st and O Sts. nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

Orlando, Florida
ST. MARY OF THe AnGeLS
6316 Matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

Parrish, Florida
DIOCeSe OF SOUTHweST
FLORIDA
8005 25th St. e. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Pensacola, Florida
DIOCeSe OF THe CenTRAL
GULF COAST
201 n. Baylen St. • 850.434.7337
diocgc.org

Vero Beach, Florida
TRInITY CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

wellington, Florida
ST. DAVID’S In THe PIneS
465 west Forest Hill Blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH OF THe GOOD
SHePHeRD
2230 walton way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

South Bend, Indiana
DIOCeSe OF nORTHeRn
InDIAnA
117 n. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Detroit, Michigan
ST. JOHn’S CHURCH
2326 woodward Ave.
313.962.7358
stjohnsdetroit.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
DIOCeSe OF MInneSOTA
1730 Clifton Pl., Ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIOCeSe OF MISSISSIPPI
118 n. Congress St.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, new Mexico
DIOCeSe OF THe RIO GRAnDe
6400 Coors Blvd. nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, new York
CHRIST CHURCH
46 River St. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, new York
DIOCeSe OF LOnG ISLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, new York
THe CHURCH OF THe MeSSIAH
296 Glen St. • 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, new York
DIOCeSe OF ALBAnY
580 Burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

new York, new York
GRACe CHURCH
802 Broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

new York, new York
ST. THOMAS CHURCH
FIFTH AVenUe
1 west 53rd St. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

Durham, north Carolina
ST. STePHen’S CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIOCeSe OF PITTSBURGH
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, South Carolina
CHURCH OF THe HOLY
COMMUnIOn
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, South Carolina
DIOCeSe OF UPPeR
SOUTH CAROLInA
1115 Marion St. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

nashville, Tennessee
CHRIST CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 Broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

nashville, Tennessee
ST. BARTHOLOMew’S CHURCH
4800 Belmont Park Ter.
615.377.4750
stbs.net

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH OF THe GOOD
SHePHeRD
700 S. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THe GOOD
SHePHeRD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIOCeSe OF FORT wORTH
2900 Alemeda St.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas
ST. PeTeR’S CHURCH
320 Saint Peter St.
830.257.8162
stpeterskerrville.com

Midland, Texas
TRInITY SCHOOL OF MIDLAnD
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

San Antonio, Texas
DIOCeSe OF weST TeXAS
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

Richmond, Virginia
ST. MATTHew’S CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org
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Kinston, north Carolina
DIOCeSe OF eAST CAROLInA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Fargo, north Dakota
DIOCeSe OF nORTH DAKOTA
3600 25th St. S. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
ST. AnDRew’S CHURCH
5801 Hampton St. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
ST. JOSePH OF ARIMATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Knoxville, Tennessee
CHURCH OF THe ASCenSIOn
800 S. northshore Dr.
865.588.0589
knoxvilleascension.org

Memphis, Tennessee
DIOCeSe OF weST TenneSSee
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH OF THe SAVIOR
110 S Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THe HOLY CROSS
4052 Herschel Ave.
214.528.3855
holycrossdallas.org

Denton, Texas
ST. DAVID OF wALeS
623 ector St. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Houston, Texas
ST. FRAnCIS CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd. • 713.782.1270
www.sfch.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIOCeSe OF nORTHweST
TeXAS
1802 Broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLen
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

waco, Texas
CHURCH OF THe HOLY SPIRIT
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia
ST. JAMeS’S CHURCH
1205 w. Franklin St.
804.355.1779
doers.org

Pewaukee, wisconsin
ST. BARTHOLOMew’S CHURCH
n27 w24000 Paul Ct.
262.691.0836
stbartspewaukee.com

new Orleans, Louisiana
DIOCeSe OF LOUISIAnA
1623 7th St. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIOCeSe OF weSTeRn
LOUISIAnA
335 Main St. • 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

Boston, Massachusetts
THe CHURCH OF THe ADVenT
30 Brimmer St. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

Boston, Massachusetts
DIOCeSe OF MASSACHUSeTTS
138 Tremont St. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

Springfield, Massachusetts
DIOCeSe OF weSTeRn
MASSACHUSeTTS
37 Chestnut St. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACe CHURCH
1815 Hall St. Se • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Las Vegas, nevada
DIOCeSe OF neVADA
9480 S. eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, new Hampshire
DIOCeSe OF new HAMPSHIRe
63 Green St. • 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, new Jersey
DIOCeSe OF new JeRSeY
808 w State St. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, new York
COMMUnITY OF ST. MARY
eASTeRn PROVInCe
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

new York, new York
CHURCH OF THe
TRAnSFIGURATIOn
1 e. 29th St. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, new York
DIOCeSe OF ROCHeSTeR
935 east Ave. • 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

Seattle, washington
DIOCeSe OF OLYMPIA
1551 10th Ave. e
206.325.4200
ecww.org

Charleston, west Virginia
DIOCeSe OF weST VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia St. e
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIOCeSe OF FOnD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. Ste. 1B
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
DIOCeSe OF MILwAUKee
804 e. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028
diomil.org

Sheboygan, wisconsin
GRACe CHURCH
1011 n. 7th St. • 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

SOCIeTY OF MARY
AMeRICAn ReGIOn
Secretary: Dr. Paul Cooper
415 Pennington-Titusville Rd.
Titusville, new Jersey 08560
609.737.9280
somamerica.org

Pine Bluff, Arkansas
TRInITY CHURCH
703 w. 3rd Ave. • 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

Carlsbad, California
ST. MICHAeL’S BY-THe-SeA 
2775 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIOCeSe OF DeLAwARe
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

Orlando, Florida
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. LUKe
130 n. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIOCeSe OF IOwA
225 37th St. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

ASSOCIATES



Advent & Christmas Resources from Church Publishing

Church Publishing products can be ordered through any  
Episcopal, religious, or secular bookstore; through any online 
bookseller; or direct from Cokesbury at 800-672-1789 or 
Cokesbury.com. Visit churchpublishing.org for more information

Advent Presence 
Kissed by the Past, 
Beckoned by the Future
MELFORD “BUD” HOLLAND
This is a model for reaching out to the 
community with a gospel of love and 
welcome.
“In Advent Presence, Bud Holland 
invites us in these pages to see, to be 
present, and to experience God’s never-
ending call to relationship. I will come 
back to this book year after year.”
— Greg Garrett, author of The Other Jesus 

and My Church Is Not Dying
paper | 9780819232175 | $14.00

Advent Presence Poster 2015 
Discovering Ourselves Again
This 17” x 22” poster includes helpful 
suggestions for each day of Advent and 
is a gentle and fun-to-read reminder 
of the true meaning of the season. The 
poster is sold in packs of 30 for multiple 
placements around the church, in 
homes, or as gifts for the congregation.
846863020454 | $20.00 
per pack of 30 posters

Love Life Live Advent 
Make Room for the Manger
PAULA GOODER 
AND PETER BABINGTON
Love Life Live Advent provides a simple 
prayer activity for children and families 
to do together, every day of December 
until Christmas Day. Brightly illustrated 
throughout, it is designed to heighten a 
family’s anticipation of Christmas and to 
enrich everyone’s understanding of this 
season of waiting and preparation.
Single 9780819232342 | $4.00
Pack of 25 9780819232427 | $55.00

Let Every Heart Prepare
Meditations for Advent 
and Christmas
BARBARA CAWTHORNE CRAFTON
Engage each day of Advent with 
this insightful, delightful, 
and inspirational classic.
paper | 9780819217554 | $10.00

Pewter Crèche 
Christmas Ornament
Cast pewter Nativity ornament 
with bright cut accent. Decorative 
hanging loop. Gift boxed.
846863011988 | $16.00

Christ Walk
A 40-Day Spiritual 
Fitness Program
ANNA FITCH COURIE
Start your new year o�  in a healthy 
way — spiritually and physically!  
What’s better than feeding your soul 
while developing healthy practices 
for your body and mind? Christ Walk 
outlines a 40-day spiritual � tness 
program perfect for starting 
your new year.
paper | 9780819231697 | $18.00

For a complete list of Advent and Christmas 

resources, visit churchpublishing.org. 

Follow us on         


