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Community of St. Anselm photo

18

THE LIVING CHURCH is published by the Living Church Foundation. Our historic mission in the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion
is to seek and serve the Catholic and evangelical faith of the one Church, to the end of visible Christian unity throughout the world.

12

We are grateful to the dioceses of the Central Gulf Coast and Albany [p. 52], Christ Church Cathedral, Nashville, and the
Society of Mary, American Region [p. 53], All Saints Church, Chevy Chase [p. 54], Church of the Redeemer, Sarasota [p. 55], and the
Diocese of Texas [p. 57], whose generous support helped make this issue possible.

 NEWS 
4 Honor for an American Martyr

FEATURES
12 Stopping Human Traffic I By G. Jeffrey MacDonald

COMMUNITY OF ST. ANSELM

18 TWENTY MINUTES WITH THE REV. ANDERS LITZELL

Lambeth’s Benedict Option I By Sarah Puryear
22 Spiritual Boot Camp I By John Martin
26 Thomas Cromwell: The Power Behind Henry VIII

By Lawrence N. Crumb
29 Holy Resurrection Monastery, St. Nazianz, Wisconsin

By Caleb Congrove
30 Christian Spirituality: Divine Longing

By Julia Gatta

CATHOLIC VOICES
32 Poet to Poet I By Mark Harris
34 Burden of Anglican Unity I By Russell J. Levenson, Jr.

BOOKS
37 Three books on preaching I Review by Leander S. Harding
38 Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book I Review by Mark Michael
41 Church Growth in Britain I Review by Jason A. Fout
44 Anglicanism: Confidence, Commitment, and Communion

Review by George Sumner
46 Sustaining the Hope of Unity I Review by Stephen Platten

OTHER DEPARTMENTS
52 People & Places
56 Sunday’s Readings

TLC is pleased to partner with Trinity Wall Street
and commends the enclosed Sacred Conversation for Racial Justice.

LIVING CHURCH Partners



4 THE LIVING CHURCH • September 6, 2015

NEwS | September 6, 2015

Pilgrims in this year’s commemoration of Jonathan Daniels gather for their march in Hayneville, Alabama. Image courtesy of Episcopal Divinity School

Honor for an American Martyr
Documenting the commitments of a
hometown martyr and the friends he
left behind is a top priority this
month in Keene, New Hampshire, as
St. James Church remembers the
50th anniversary of Jonathan
Daniels’s death.
A commemoration committee

from St. James is bringing together
five of his friends who were part of
the Southern Freedom Movement.
Together they put their lives at risk to
bring racial integration to the Jim
Crow South in 1965.
“This is probably the last time that

we’ll be able to have all of them here,
so it’s important to get their oral his-
tory,” said Bridget Hansel, a member
of St. James and an organizer of com-
memorative events. “It’s important to
see how they went on with their
lives, what did they do, and how
Jonathan’s death affected them.”
The life of Ruby Sales was spared

in Hayneville, Alabama, when
Daniels, then a 26-year-old Episcopal
seminarian, pulled her to the ground
and took a bullet intended for her.
Sales remains grateful to her late

friend for saving her life, she said. In
preparing for St. James’s commemo-
rative Eucharist on Aug. 23, she

planned to remind worshipers how
he gave up personal comfort and se-
curity for a higher cause.
“Jonathan’s martyrdom is larger

than that particular
day,” Sales told TLC
in an interview from
Atlanta. “It’s to have
the courage to walk
away from the king’s
table, because he had
a larger vision of
what he could be-

come and what the nation could be-
come and what Christians could be-
come. That’s the story of Jonathan.
He was willing to die for that vision.”
In oral-history interviews on Aug.

22, Sales and the other friends re-
called their commitments and left a
record for Larry Benaquist, a Keene
State University professor emeritus
who tells the story of Daniels in the
documentary Here Am I, Send Me.
That night, a screening of the docu-
mentary at the Colonial Theatre in
Keene preceded a public discussion
with Benaquist and Daniels’s friends.
Recollections took participants

back to a tense, violent period in
modern American history. In the
summer of 1965, the group of friends

had to come to terms with death,
Sales said, because the situation in
Alabama required it.
“That was the deal we made with

each other: that any one of us would
have died for each other,” Sales said.
“At least that’s what we said. I’m not
sure all of us would have lived into it
the way Jonathan did. But that’s what
we told each other every day. We had
to, to do the work.”
At the Aug. 23 Eucharist commem-

orating Daniels’s feast day, the Rt.
Rev. Robert Hirschfeld, Bishop of
New Hampshire, was the celebrant.
Bishops from Connecticut and Mas-
sachusetts planned to attend as well.
After Eucharist, worshipers joined a
Walk of Remembrance to visit
Daniels’s grave in Monadnock View
Cemetery.
Keene, a city of 23,000 in New

Hampshire’s southwest corner, has
held a thematic series of local events
since Jan. 15, when Mayor Kendall
Lane declared 2015 as “the year of
Jonathan Daniels.” In April, for in-
stance, a walking tour showcased the
neighborhood where Daniels grew
up and discussed the influences that
shaped him. He was raised a Congre-
gationalist and became an Episco-

Sales
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Planned stewardship
requires a plan

One of the keys to a thriving Episcopal Parish is stewardship. But beyond the weekly 
o�ering plate, the options can be complex and confusing. Saint Francis Community 
Services o�ers support by providing charitable giving education 
—  �ee of charge.
Senior Philanthropic Advisor, John Hoskins, will meet with  
your clergy, sta�, vestry, or commi�ees to explore planned  
giving opportunities through seminars, workshops, and  
other educational o�erings.

To �nd out more or schedule a visit, contact John Hoskins at 
888-493-5116 or john.hoskins@st-francis.org.

John Hoskins

palian as a teenager at St. James.
“He chose to leave a safe sort of

world in New England, in Keene, and
going to seminary, and he chose to
put himself in danger and go to a dis-
tant place that was not friendly,”
Hansel said. “That to me is a symbol
of the walk that all of us need to be
thinking about.”
Sales, who now directs a racial jus-

tice organization called the Spirit-
House Project, said she hopes
Daniels’s legacy will not be reduced
to a feel-good story.
“People want it to be a story where

this white man saves this young
black piccaninny,” Sales said. “They
don’t want to understand the essence
of Jonathan’s journey and why he
should be celebrated as a martyr.”
She explained that Daniels had

broken rank with his peers by stand-
ing with blacks in protest of the sta-
tus quo. His doing so made some Al-

abamans feel more threatened by the
changes at hand, and he became a
casualty of hate and violence.
“It’s a misrepresentation and a san-

itizing of history to make this a warm
fuzzy story,” she said. “I was in jail
with an ulcer from dealing with the
chronic violence every day. So this is
not a warm and fuzzy story, not any
more than Jesus’ crucifixion was
warm and fuzzy.”

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

PB-elect:
‘Change the World’
Speaking in Hayneville, Alabama, at
ceremonies honoring Jonathan
Daniels’s death at the hands of a
white supremacist 50 years ago,
Curry said that commemorating mar-
tyrs of the civil rights movement of
the 1960s was not enough.
“We must now be consecrated to

the work that we must do” and con-
tinue his movement “to change the
world,” Curry said.
Richard Morrisroe was seriously

injured in the same violent encounter
that took Daniels’s life. This year, he
sat quietly as he listened to Curry de-
liver a fiery sermon to a standing-
room-only audience in the courtroom
where an all-white jury acquitted
Daniels’s killer of the murder.
Due to be installed as the 27th pre-

siding bishop of the Episcopal
Church on Nov. 1, Curry said that to-
day’s “Jesus movement” is the same
movement that Daniels was a part of
when he participated in the civil
rights movement in Alabama in 1965.
“Our task now is to raise up a new

generation,” Curry said, “so that the
march will continue, so that the
movement will go on. … That’s the
movement we are a part of.”

Gary G. Yerkey
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Thousands of churches will
celebrate Bread for the
World Sunday on October

18 or another Sunday this fall.
These churches will lift up
prayers for those who struggle
to get enough to eat — and 
for our nation’s decision 
makers who can take action 
to end hunger.

Dr. Brian Bantum of Seattle
Pacific University has prepared 
a reflection on Mark 10:35-45.
Judy Coode of the Maryknoll
Office of Global Concerns has
written a new litany. Worship
bulletin inserts are also available
free of charge.
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To order or download,
visit

www.bread.org/sunday 
or call 

800-822-7323

425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20024

www.bread.org
800-822-7323

FREE
worship and
lectionary
resources–
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On Sept. 11 the House of Commons
will vote on a bill to allow people
with terminal illnesses to take their
own lives with the assistance of doc-
tors. If the bill passes in this second
reading stage of the Parliamentary
process, little will stand in the way of
its becoming law.
The bill would allow euthanasia

for mentally competent adults who
are deemed to have less than six
months to live. They would need the
consent of a high-court judge and
two doctors.
Belgium, the Netherlands, and the

American states of Oregon, Vermont,
and Washington have similar laws.
The bill closely follows Oregon’s
laws and recycles a bill by Lord
Charles Falconer that ran out of time
in the last Parliament.
The major disability organizations

in the U.K. generally oppose the bill,
as do the British Medical Associa-
tion, the Association for Palliative
Medicine, and the British Geriatric
Society.
Heading up the case in favor is a

network named Dignity in Dying,
formed in the 1930s and until re-
cently known as the Voluntary Eu-
thanasia Society. Dignity in Dying’s
case has gained resonance from well-
timed celebrity statements and
highly publicized deaths of Britons
ending their lives at the Dignitas
Clinic in Zurich, Switzerland. The
group claims to have a majority of
the public on its side.
Church of England representatives

have released statements opposing
the bill. One of the clearest voices is
Care Not Killing, comprising Roman
Catholic, evangelical Protestant, and
disability networks.
“The reality is that Britain’s law on

assisted suicide is clear and right and is
working well,” said Dr. Peter Saunders,
campaign director of Care Not Killing.
The waters have been muddied

somewhat by the Most Rev. George
L. Carey, the 103rd Archbishop of

Canterbury, supporting the bill.
“In my view it is a profoundly

Christian and moral thing to devise a
law that enables people if they so
choose to end their lives with dig-
nity,” he has said.
Supporting him are faith leaders in-

cluding Baroness Kathleen Richard-
son, a former chair of the Methodist
Conference, the Rt. Rev. Alan Wilson,
Bishop of Buckingham (suffragan in
the Diocese of Oxford), and Rabbi
Danny Rich, chief executive of Lib-
eral Judaism.
Lord Carey says it would be possi-

ble to construct a tight law that
would not lead to unintended conse-
quences. Contrary voices say that
passing the bill into law would mean
pressure on sick and vulnerable peo-
ple to end their lives, and in any case
doctors rarely can predict time of
death with precision.
It is clear, however, that while pal-

liative medicine possesses the skills
to save people from excruciatingly
painful deaths, other branches of
medicine are better funded. And that
signals the need for a wider discus-
sion about care for the elderly, weak,
and dying.

John Martin

Trust Not in Guns
The senior bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church (AME)
has criticized a widespread gun cul-
ture in the United States.
“Of late we’ve fallen madly in love

with the gun,” said the Rt. Rev. John
Richard Bryant of Chicago, who
leads the AME Church’s Fourth Epis-
copal District.
“We keep saying the gun will pro-

tect us and yet it seems to make us
more violent,” said Bishop Bryant in a
talk Aug. 12 at the National Press Club.
“We are the most violent country.”
After shootings at Emanuel AME

Church in Charleston, South Car-

Parliament Debates Euthanasia

Continued on page 8) 
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School of Love
Planting a Church in the Shadow  
of Empire
ROGER JOSLIN
This is a model for reaching out to the 
community with a gospel of love and 
welcome.
“School of Love tells the story 
of successfully planting a new church 
in Bentonville, Arkansas, the corporate 
headquarters of Walmart. Even better, 
it is a witty and wise guide to seeing 
the presence of God in the world and 
embarking on a spiritual way of life that 
changes everything. If you dream of a 
church that matters deeply in our time, 
like me, you may be tempted to move 
to Arkansas to join All Saints’. But don’t. 
Instead, heed its advice and renew your 
local congregation.”
—Diana Butler Bass, author of 

Grounded: Finding God in the 
World—A Spiritual Revolution

9780819231932  |  $24.00

Deeper Simplicity,    
Broader Generosity
Images of Financial Wholeness
CELESTE A. VENTURA
“Soulful images. Biblical and religious 
truths. Personal stories. Distilled 
wisdom. Evocative questions for 
re�ection. With the mind of a seasoned 
�nancial planner and the heart of a 
spiritual companion, Celeste Ventura 
has put together a practical, accessible 
guide for claiming our core values and 
living as if how we save, spend, invest, 
and gift our money really matters.”  
––Diane Stephens Hogue, Spiritual 

Faculty of Presbyterian CREDO and 
Af�liate Faculty of Spiritual Formation 
at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary

9780819231956  |  $16.00

Sign up for our new In Service monthly newsletter www.churchpublishing.org/Inservice. 
 Books also available as eBooks for your reader. Follow us on         

The Parish Is the Issue
What I Learned and How I Learned It
LOREN B. MEAD
“Every generation has its innovators—
those who can see the world 
differently enough to show the rest of 
us possibilities we never imagined. 
Loren Mead is such an innovator, 
one of the great leaders whose work, 
insights, and wisdom offer us hope for 
congregational life.”
—Cameron Trimble, Executive Director, 

Center for Progressive Renewal
9780819232328  |  $16.00

A Generous Community
Being the Church in a   
New Missionary Age
C. ANDREW DOYLE
A Generous Community is for those 
who have lost hope in our Church over 
the last two decades and especially for 
those who deeply desire to be part of 
what God is doing in the world around 
us. Study questions included along 
with practical ideas for connecting and 
building communities of service.
9780819232304  |  $16.00

The Episcopal Story
Birth and Rebirth
Church’s Teachings for a  
Changing World: Volume 2
In this second volume, seminary dean 
and popular blogger Thomas Ferguson 
traces the history of Christianity, with a 
special focus on the rise of the Anglican 
Communion and the birth and continual 
rebirth of The Episcopal Church. 
Explores how we got here and where 
we might be going.
9780819232212  |  $14.00
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(Continued from page 6)

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

MASTER PLANNING

CONDITIONS SURVEY

LITURGICAL DESIGN

ENERGY ANALYSIS

GRANTS & CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN ASSISTANCE

KEVIN LICHTEN,   AIA
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BARRY DONALDSON,  AIA, LEED AP
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4 East Ohio Street 18, Chicago, IL 60611   312.321.7400                                                       general@lichtencraig.com

A Division of 

olina, left nine people dead, Bishop
Bryant led one of many prayer vigils
that touched the nation’s conscience.
Many people want to put a gun on

the hip “like wild Bill Hickok,” he
said. “That’s what we’re returning to.”
“Gun ownership is such a part of

the American psyche,” Bryant told
TLC during a reception before his
talk.
Bryant announced that the AME

Church will participate in a press
conference at the National Press
Club on Sept. 2 “to roll out an agenda
of what we need to do to make this
country more humane.”
“My prayer is that the people will

get enough. I don‘t see change com-
ing from the legislators,” he said
about gun-control laws.
The bishop said that Dylann Roof,

who has been indicted on 33 charges,
“picked the wrong place and the
wrong crowd” at Mother Emanuel:
“Mother Emanuel demonstrated the
Christian Gospel better than any the-
ologian in any seminary.”
Many in the audience, including

members of AME churches, mur-
mured in agreement.
By responding with forgiveness,

members of Mother Emanuel demon-
strated what it really means to love
those who harm you, the bishop said:
“The nation was able to get a closer
look at a real church and a real pas-
tor.” 
He gave thanks for national and

global support for Mother Emanuel
after the massacre.
“Some good stuff happened” after

the shooting, he said, especially the
removal of the confederate flag from
the South Carolina Capitol grounds
in Columbia.
Bishop Bryant commended Gov.

Nikki R. Haley for advocating that
change. He praised Haley and
Charleston’s longtime mayor, Joseph
P. Riley, Jr., for their “ministry of

RAYNAL STUDIOS
Historically Correct Stained Glass,
Wood and Stone Restoration

RRaayynnaall SSttuuddiiooss,, IInncc..
P.O. Box 405, Natural Bridge Station, VA
1.800.305.0959
Fax 540.291.2398
Email: raynal@rockbridge.net
wwwwww..rraayynnaallssttuuddiiooss..ccoomm

Mary with Child. Trinity Episcopal, Staunton, VA

Trust Not in Guns
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Compelling Speakers &
Awe-inspiring Cruises that will

transform your faith & life

www.eo.travel
800-247-0017

Host a group and earn free travel
www.eo.travel/host

-- Cruise through Provence --
Will Willimon,  Guest Speaker

Oct. 27 - Nov. 4, 2016

Captivating River Cruise in France
that includes wineries, Roman ruins,

medieval villages, art & more!

-- Baltic Capitals Cruise --
Bob Dannals,  Guest Speaker

May 28 - June 5, 2016

Copenhagen • Stockholm
St. Petersburg • Helsinki

& more

presence” among the grief-stricken.
Bryant believes Christians should

not take up arms to protect them-
selves from attacks. “I do not want to
see churches arm; I don’t want to
play into that,” he said. “We have to
trust God. I would hate that the
church would have to follow suit of
the culture. … I would hope that the
church would be a violence-free
place.”

Peggy Eastman

England’s
Humanitarian
Crisis
That an estimated 5,000 migrants
camped in appalling conditions at the
Channel Tunnel entrance near the
French port of Calais is the biggest
story in the British media this month.
Desperate attempts by people to
storm passenger trains or climb
aboard vehicles is causing huge
transport disruptions and queues of
hundreds of trucks. Nine people have
died in attempts to jump aboard ve-
hicles or trains.
Critics have called Prime Minister

David Cameron’s attempts to solve
the crisis by deploying extra security
guards and fences inadequate. The
United Nations’ High Commission for
Refugees has said the French govern-
ment should use empty army camps
for temporary accommodation.
The Rt. Rev. Trevor Willmott,

Bishop of Dover in the Diocese of
Canterbury, has criticised David
Cameron for using the word swarm
to describe the would-be immigrants.
“We’ve become an increasingly

harsh world, and when we become
harsh with each other and forget our
humanity then we end up in these
standoff positions,” Willmott told the
Observer. “We need to rediscover
what it is to be a human, and that
every human being matters.”
It is the kind of situation that

(Continued on page 11)



TOGETHER
WE CREATE A THRIVING FUTURE.

With your help, Episcopal Relief & Development empowers mothers 
around the world to give their children a healthy start in life – through 
immunizations, well-baby visits and nutrition, as well as through  
savings groups and small businesses that provide income and  
economic stability. Children grow up healthy. Families grow stronger.  
Communities thrive. It takes all hands to heal a hurting world.

episcopalrelief.org/75   #AllHands75

LC2015-G   
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We are not asking 
you to be a warrior; 
we’re asking you to 
serve them.
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brings out a typically British subver-
sive sense of fair play. People are us-
ing bargain train tickets to make day
trips to Calais and try to deliver food
parcels. Photos of an Ethiopian
shanty church topped by a cross
have achieved huge press exposure
and gone viral on social media.
In a move that irritated conserva-

tive newspapers and further ignited
debate about the BBC’s compulsory
license fee, Songs of Praise, the net-
work’s flagship religious program,
announced it had filmed a segment in
the camp. Presenter Sally Magnusson
and crew filmed on Aug. 8 and the
Songs of Praise special is scheduled
for broadcast Aug. 16.
Songs of Praise is accustomed to

courting controversy. It once broad-
cast from Strangeways Prison, scene
of a riot in 1982, and a year later from
the Falkland Islands. A BBC
spokesman said: “The story of the mi-
grants and asylum seekers is of in-
terest to our core audience and be-
yond.”
The migrants involved with the

filming traveled across Africa from
Ethiopia to Libya and arrived in
Calais via Italy. The BBC crew met up
with the Rev. Hagos Kesete, 31, who
evades police close to the Channel
Tunnel entrance to visit the camp
every night. A camp congregation
meets in a structure made with
planks of wood and tarpaulin.
The Rev. Giles Fraser, who

arranged a press photo while visiting
the camp, opined in his Guardian
column: “Cameron is happy to call
this a Christian country when there is
electoral advantage to be had out of
it. But he is a fair-weather friend who
refuses to make the connection with
Christian migrants when there is not.”
He added, “They aren’t illegal im-

migrants, yet. I’m a Christian, so I
have a special connection for fellow
Christians. But the crisis here is not
religious: it is humanitarian.”

John Martin

Ministry
of Presence
in Salinas
Restoring and moving into one of the
oldest homes in Salinas, California,
was more than an adventure in his-
toric architectural preservation for
the Diocese of El Camino Real.
Relocating diocesan headquarters

this year from Seaside to hardscrab-
ble downtown Salinas is also helping
renew a neighborhood’s confidence
and connect communities divided by
disparities in wealth.
“It felt very Episcopal for us to re-

store an old home relative to this
area and at the same time to be lo-
cated across the street from two
halfway houses for PTSD victims,”
said the Rt. Rev. Mary Gray-Reeves,
Bishop of El Camino Real. “To not be
afraid to be here in this neighbor-
hood was a very important witness
for the rest of this community.”
A population of 150,000 makes

Salinas a small city, but it grapples
with big problems from gang vio-
lence to prostitution and poverty.
The city sits on an invisible border
and rival gangs wage turf wars for
control of the methamphetamine
trade. Signs of human struggle are
never far from the new headquarters
as homeless people walk the sur-
rounding streets or lie down for a
rest.
In 2014, the diocese invested $1.2

million in a year-long restoration of
the 1896 Sargent House, in which
John Steinbeck played as a child who
grew up nearby. Known locally as
“The Grand Old Lady of Salinas,” the
4,000-square-foot Victorian went
from a cold, dark space to a bright,
handicap-accessible one that now in-
cludes upstairs offices, an updated
kitchen, a conference room, and a
chapel.
This environment draws people

from across a vast diocese to visit a

England’s Humanitarian Crisis

NEwS | September 6, 2015

(Continued from page 9)

(Continued on page 48)
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Stopping 
Human 
Traffic

By G. Jeffrey MacDonald

It’s a long way from Nashville’s red-light districtto an elegant tea party at St. John’s Church in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. But such dis-

tances are growing shorter as Episcopal communi-
ties unite to fight human trafficking, also known as
modern-day slavery.
Regina Mullins is proof. She spent 22 years in a life

of drugs, abuse, and easy money that came with
turning tricks for a pimp. She saw no way out until
1996 when, during a stint in prison, she heard about
the Rev. Becca Stevens. Stevens was launching Mag-
dalene, a Nashville program for human-trafficking
victims in the sex trade. Mullins was ready to try.
“I was really tired of being on the streets, I was re-

ally tired of turning tricks, I was really tired of doing
the dope and not really being high,” Mullins told
TLC. “I was so ready that I was willing to do any-
thing, and so I prayed.” She trusted God to lead her,
and she made it.
Now almost 20 years later, Mullins is an ambassa-

dor for Magadalene, the two-year residency program

Episcopalians

of many cultures

fight the global

exploitation of

innocent people.
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that helped reform her life, and for
Thistle Farms, the social enterprise
that helps trafficking victims develop
skills and earn a living by making
eco-friendly bath and body-care
products.
That puts Mullins among the grow-

ing ranks of those helping church
members lock arms, across geo-
graphic and cultural boundaries, and
put a dent in 21st-century slavery.
The fight against human trafficking is
reaching new frontiers as Christians
work together and discover what
they are uniquely positioned to do as
people of faith.
For Mullins and others, this is jus-

tice work that involves bridging
worlds. Her ambassadorial role has
put her back on Nashville’s street
corners, where she helps trafficking
victims imagine a better life through
Magdalene. It also brings her and
Stevens to places like St. John’s,
where a crowd of 150 packed a hall

on a hot July afternoon for tea and in-
spiration to fight human trafficking.
They had never before addressed a
New Hampshire crowd, yet it was
their largest “justice tea party” ever.
Locals were eager to learn and be-
come involved.
“Twenty years ago, you saw a 16-

year-old on the streets and you’d say,
‘She’s choosing this,’” Stevens said
before her presentation at St. John’s.
“Now with the idea of trafficking,
we’re not seeing her as a criminal at
age 16. We’re seeing her as a victim.
This is opening up the doors for peo-
ple to have a lot more awareness and
compassion.”
As awareness grows, efforts to

combat the problem are no longer
confined to those of a few activists or
lobbyists. The fight is moving to new
fronts as rank-and-file Episcopalians
leverage the Anglican Communion’s
informal networks for a cause that
unites people of every theological

and political stripe.
Fighting human trafficking res-

onates deeply with Christians, ac-
cording to Claire Renzetti, a sociolo-
gist at the University of Kentucky.
She has studied Christian activists
committed to the cause and probed
why it’s so important to them.
“They talk about every person hav-

ing inherent dignity as a human being
and being a brother or sister of
Christ,” Renzetti said. “No one
should be treated as a slave. That’s
basically how they view it.”
Human trafficking refers to a

shady criminal world in which peo-
ple are forced to work without fair
compensation or freedom to leave.
Whether victims are sex workers
held in brothels, servants in debt
bondage, or manual laborers stuck in
camps, what unites them is subjuga-
tion to coercive, fraudulent, or force-
ful tactics that keep them enslaved.

Regina Mullins after addressing a “justice tea party” crowd at St. John’s Church, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. G. Jeffrey MacDonald photo

(Continued on next page)
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The problem plagues both developed
and developing nations. It generates
$150 billion in worldwide profits.
Equipping the faithful for this

work has become a priority of the
Episcopal Church. An Executive
Council committee on human traf-
ficking is developing a survey to
share information about who’s doing
what on local levels across the
church. The group is aware of about
15 to 20 Episcopal groups that work
directly with trafficking survivors.
That’s up from fewer than five a
decade ago, according to Laura Rus-
sell, convener of the committee and a
New Jersey attorney who works on
human-trafficking cases.
But local groups are not waiting for

top-down coordination to match
them. They’re acting, both locally and
ecumenically, and forging partner-
ships to increase their effectiveness.
For Church of the Holy Spirit in

Safety Harbor, Florida, activism
dates to 2007 when authorities dis-
covered 50 Asians living in a three-
bedroom house in Boca Raton. They
were immigrants who had been re-
cruited with promises of food and
housing. But pay was unreliable,
freedom was non-existent, and sex
work increasingly expected of the
women.
After the raid, authorities moved

13 Filipinos to a Salvation Army fa-
cility in Clearwater. The Rev. Ray
Bonoan, a Filipino-American and rec-
tor of Holy Spirit Church, led his con-
gregation of 125 in offering pastoral
care and basic assistance.
“They were newly rescued at the

time. They didn’t have anything,”
Bonoan said. “So we provided cloth-
ing. The congregation collected food,
and not just food. In the offering
plate on Sundays, you would see gift
cards and phone cards. That was
kind of neat to look at on the altar.”
Today these survivors are local res-

idents, holders of green cards, and

active members of Holy Spirit. They
join other parishioners in raising
awareness of human trafficking in
South Florida, a hotspot for the
crime. Representatives from the
church speak regularly about how to
spot the problem and what to do.
They give talks at parishes around
the diocese and at meetings of civic
organizations, such as Kiwanis clubs.
Next year, Bonoan will go one step

further in hopes of helping potential
victims. In February, he will travel to

Manila to address the Philippine In-
dependent Church, which is in full com-
munion with the Episcopal Church.
For the thousands of Filipinos who
go abroad each year for work, he will
detail in advance where they can go
for help, including a new Episcopal
resource center in Elmhurst, Queens,
if they should ever get caught up in
an international or U.S.-based traf-
ficking operation.
The Elmhurst program, known as

(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on page 16)

The Nicodemus family with the Rt. Rev. Dabney Smith, Bishop of Southwest Florida, on the day of their
reception into the Episcopal Church in 2012. 

Beverly Knapik photos

Human trafficking survivor Renato “Nico” Nicodemus, right, prepares for reception into the Church of the
Holy Spirit in Safety Harbor, Florida, with his daughter, Sheila; wife, Victoria; and son, John. 

Stopping 
Human 
Traffic





16 THE LIVING CHURCH • September 6, 2015

the Asian-American Mission to End
Modern Slavery (AMEMS), launched
at St. James Church in May. Since
then, it has helped five trafficking
survivors obtain legal papers to bring
family members to the United States.
Other victims are also working with
the program and its contract con-
sultants, who manage on a budget of
$10,000, including $5,000 from the
Episcopal Church’s Asiamerica Min-
istries Office.
St. James’s missional work in hu-

man trafficking has helped renew the
congregation, according to the Rev.
Fred Vergara, who wears the title of
part-time revivalist at the church.
The congregation had declined for
years as its neighborhood underwent
radical demographic changes and be-
came a destination for new immi-
grants. At one point, only 20 came to
worship on an average Sunday. But
now it has a Filipino priest and a mis-
sion that resonates with its Asian
parishioners, who show concern for
trafficking victims.
They can provide practical assis-

tance, not only through donations
but also by translating for people in
trouble, Vergara said. The congrega-
tion now has 130 attending across
three services, including many young
adults.
“They see the church getting in-

volved in the real problems of the
community,” said Vergara, who also
serves as the Episcopal Church’s mis-
sioner for Asiamerica ministries.
“Queens is one of the hotbeds of hu-
man trafficking,” he said. “And it’s
when you serve the community that
renewal happens at the same time.”
Identifying trafficked people can be

difficult because they often hide in
plain sight. No one knows of their
plight until their stories of behind-the-
scenes captivity start coming out. But
churches are uniquely positioned to
hear stories that others do not. The
Boca Raton raid, for instance, came

after a local church got
to know the victims and
reported the situation.
“We offer our pastoral

care,” Bonoan said. “We
tend to be trusted more
by the victims than the
authorities are. We tend
to be ones who could
connect with them. Vic-
tims will always be sus-
picious of authorities
because they have been
brainwashed that if they
go to the authorities,
they will be deported.”
These days, St. James

uses Anglican network-
ing to boost the power
of AMEMS. Referrals
have come from Bonoan’s
congregation as well as
faith communities in other
parts of metropolitan
New York plus Washing-
ton, D.C., and the state
of Washington. Vergara
hopes similar Episcopal resource
centers will open in other human-
trafficking hotspots, including Sili-
con Valley.
Experts say human trafficking can

happen anywhere but is often con-
centrated in certain areas, such as
megacities that attract vulnerable mi-
grants who are willing to take enor-
mous risks and trust strangers to
guide them. Some industries are
prone to it as well, especially seafar-
ing, domestic work, and prostitution.
For migrants in transition, traffick-
ing can happen in the form of human
smuggling across borders and be-
yond. In Central and North America,
coyotes or human smugglers hang
around bus stations. They offer
promises of protection before lead-
ing victims into bondage.
“If you walk a block down from

Port Authority in New York late at
night, you will see traffickers,” said
Russell. “You don’t need that much

knowledge in human trafficking to
know who they are. And they’re pick-
ing up these young girls, basically
playing the father-figure role that [the
girls] never had.”
The problem is by no means con-

fined to the coasts or big cities. It’s
growing also in the heartland. The oil
boom in North Dakota has been a
boon for traffickers, who enlist Na-
tive American girls and women for
sex work among oil workers. It’s also
visible on major truck routes, where
abused minors end up when they flee
their homes. At truck stops and other
crossroads, adolescents are whisked
away into a type of captivity that of-
ten includes sex work.
St. Francis Community Services,

an Episcopal agency based in Salina,
Kansas, has witnessed the growing
problem of human trafficking from
its work as a provider of social serv-
ices for minors in Kansas, Oklahoma,
and Nebraska. The organization has

(Continued from page 14)
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Courtesy of Guadalupe Art Program

A self-portrait by Maria, a 13-year-old immigrant who survived hu-
man trafficking for sex work in Tijuana, Mexico.
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contracts with state governments to
work with foster children, youthful
trauma victims, and those in need of
psychiatric care. About 30 percent of
the youth treated at St. Francis’s psy-
chiatric facility have been trafficked,
said Robert Smith, president and CEO.
As St. Francis adjusts to help more

victims of trafficking, church groups
will likely play a major supporting
role. As soon as next year, the organi-
zation plans to launch a new residen-
tial program for minors who have
been trafficked. The focus will be on
healing among kids who lost their
childhoods at the hands of traffickers.
“One of the service gaps that we’ve

recognized, not just in Kansas but na-
tionally, is in long-term restorative
care for these children,” said Angela
Smith, director of mission engage-
ment at St. Francis Community Serv-
ices. “As an Episcopal organization,
our mission is to be an instrument of
healing, and that puts us really in a
good position to focus on that
restorative-care piece.”
Currently in planning stages, St.

Francis’s program would fill a niche
by helping girls from ages 12 to 17.
Angela Smith notes this population
has different needs than adult
women served by programs such as
Magdalene and Thistle Farms.
The program would take a holistic

approach for formerly trafficked
girls, whether they come from
Kansas or a faraway state, by meet-
ing their needs for spiritual, educa-
tional, physical, and mental health.
The plan is to house four girls ini-
tially. Costs would run around $1 mil-
lion to launch, plus another $1 mil-
lion annually to operate.
“We want to be a resource to oth-

ers who are also passionate about
changing this,” Smith said. “It’s work-
ing together to bring a light to dark-
ness.”
In California, one program aims to

help victims heal through artistic cre-
ativity. The Guadalupe Art Program,
led by the Rev. Mary Moreno
Richardson, brings art therapy into
juvenile centers where young traf-
ficking victims try their hand at see-
ing and drawing themselves amid
signs of holiness, such as angelic
wings. On a statewide level, the pro-
gram is pushing for new state legisla-
tion that would end prosecution of
minors who practice prostitution at
the whim of a trafficker.
“A lot of times people think it’s

happening only in another commu-
nity or another country,” Richardson
said. “But it’s right here in our own
communities.”
Magdalene and Thistle Farms are

also expanding their work. Magda-
lene has 22 sister organizations
based on its model. It operates two-
year residential programs in cities
such as New Orleans, St. Louis, and
Fayetteville, Arkansas. More sister
programs are in the works.
Partnerships allow for increasing

this work. To generate income and
work experience for trafficking sur-
vivors, many of Magdalene’s sister
programs in the United States are
soon to team up with human-traffick-
ing survivors in other countries. The
idea is for survivors in America to be-
come sales representatives for hand-
made crafts produced by trafficking
survivors in Botswana, Ecuador, and
other countries.
“If you’re concerned about women

recovering from trafficking you have
to be concerned about their eco-
nomic well-being,” Stevens said. “The
social enterprise is a huge piece of
that.”
Relying on social enterprise and

private donations rather than gov-
ernment funds gives Magdalene and
its sister organizations essential flex-
ibility, according to Renzetti, the Uni-
versity of Kentucky sociologist. The

program receives donations from pri-
vate sources, including Episcopal
dioceses, but not from public sources
or the national headquarters.
Taking no public funding means

Magdalene “can set up programs that
they know are most effective,” Ren-
zetti said. “They’re not locking the
women up. They’re allowing them to
make decisions. … They give them
meaningful work and job training.”
Church efforts to confront human

trafficking are still in early days, ob-
servers say. In coming years, oppor-
tunities to become involved are ex-
pected to proliferate, including in
state capitals, where many of the leg-
islative campaigns to protect victims
will play out.
In the meantime, challenges are

many. Convicting a trafficker can be
difficult because a victim must prove
an inability to choose a different way
or to leave a situation.
“A lot of victims don’t want to testify

against their traffickers,” Russell said,
“because some of them have devel-
oped a bond, especially if you’re 11 or
12 years old and this is the only person
who’s ever shown you any kindness,
even though it’s mixed with abuse.”
But activism is likely no passing

fad, observers say, because traffick-
ing is both a widespread problem and
fighting it is a good cause for the
church. Believers of all stripes agree
modern-day slavery is morally
wrong. Now they are finding the
church uniquely positioned to help
bring the problem to light.
“We are just really at the infancy

stages of addressing the problems of
trafficking,” Renzetti said. “It re-
minds me where we were in under-
standing sexual assault victimization
30 or 40 years ago. We’ve come a long
way in terms of addressing sexual as-
sault trauma. We’re just starting to
understand trafficking victimization
trauma.”

Fighting human trafficking resonates deeply with Christians.
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By Sarah Puryear

In y ou r doc toral w ork  you  hav e f ocu sed on
th e leadership  of S t. Benedic t.  Bec au se of h is
creation of an intentional Ch ristian c om m u-
nit y in a tim e of cu ltural c hange and p olitic al
chaos, Benedict is considered a timely exam ple
for the c hurc h in a p ost-Ch ristian culture ( e.g .,
Rod D reh er’s “Benedic t Option”) . How  h as St.
Benedic t’s examp le g uided you s o far in creat-
ing  the Comm unity  of S t.  A ns elm ?
St. Benedict is a great influence on me and Arch-
bishop Justin alike (who is a Benedictine Oblate) and
the flavour of our Rule is much inspired by St. Bene-
dict, both in particular emphases (restating in our
context St. Benedict’s exhortation to his monks to
“prefer nothing whatever to Christ”) as well as the ba-
sic balance between work, study, prayer, rest — and
the importance of silence in our daily schedule. Also

TWENTY MINUTES WITH THE REV. ANDERS LITZELL

Lambeth’s Benedict Option

The Rev. Anders Litzell serves as prior of the Com-
munity of St. Anselm at Lambeth Palace, one of
the new initiatives begun by the Archbishop of
Canterbury. An Anglican priest from Sweden,
Litzell has a background in charismatic and
Lutheran churches and attended St. Barnabas
Church, Glen Ellyn, while studying at Wheaton
College in Illinois. The Community of St. Anselm,
which launches this September, will consist of an
ecumenical group of 16 residents and 20 other
members living and working in London. Mem-
bers have committed to one year of community
life, daily prayer, and service to others.

Community of St. Anselm

Photos courtesy of the Community of St. Anselm 
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m ade up of people w h o are 2 0 to 35.  You h av e
rec eived h undreds of applic ations  f or only  a
f e w  s p o t s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t
a m on g  y ou ng  p eop l e i n s u c h  a  c om m u n it y .
Wh at is it about  this v entu re th at app eals  to
m illennials?
Just under 500 people from all over the world, and
from a very great range of denominations, started the
application process, applying for 16 resident and up to
40 non-resident places (the latter for people living
and working in London). By any standard, that’s a
phenomenal response.
Yet on one level there is nothing special about the

millennials’ response to this at all; it is the call of the
Holy Spirit to be shaped into the likeness of Christ.
That call is the same and equally attractive in every
generation, which is why we are able to draw on
treasures from throughout the life of the Church in
this formational year. Jesus Christ is the same, yes-
terday, today, and forever, and he calls a people to his
name today as before, and it is not only attracting
millennials. But for this to be a gift to future genera-
tions, we are inviting people in the earlier stages of
their lives.

St. Benedict’s wisdom in shaping and facilitating deep
human relationships is a wealth of riches that contin-
ues to inspire and challenge me as we make the
smaller, but ever so important, decisions that will
guide our day-to-day life.

What experiences in your own past, both within
and outside of the church, will  you be drawing
upon most as you lead this community?
That is a very good question — but I can only answer
“all of it and more.” Drawing together a global com-
munity of young men and women from the whole
range of the Christian family tree is going to take
every ounce of wisdom that I have and then some. If
I were to become complacent about my personal ex-
perience working across denominations, in foreign
countries and cultures, in a range of styles of worship
and theological contexts, etc., I would be setting my-
self up for failure because my experience is only my
experience. I am so enormously grateful for the gift of
my team, which brings with it a range of other expe-
riences of international and cross-denominational re-
lationship and community experience, not least
through our close friendship and partnership with the
French Catholic community of Chemin Neuf, some of
whom have been resident at Lambeth Palace for a
couple of years now.

The Comm unity  of S t.  Anselm  w ill  be uniqu e
in p art  becau se m em bers are com mitting  to a
one-year term . Wh at do y ou  see as th e oppor-
tunities and  c hallenges of comm itting  to th is
com mu nity  for a period  of one year?
The opportunities are a group of young people who
have never met coming together to share everything
for 10 months; being shaped into the likeness of
Christ by a balance of prayer, study, and service to the
poor in growing mutual love; and transparency of
lives towards one another. That carries an enormous
potential in and of itself.
The challenges are exactly the same; they’ve never

met, they come from all over the world with a vast
range of differing cultures and ways to understand life
in Christ. Add to that the inherent challenges of shar-
ing life and we have a set of challenges that, when em-
braced in a commitment intentionally to learn to love,
are going to bring forth exactly that likeness of Christ.
It is a work of God’s grace; it is also a work of deep hu-
mility and commitment from these young people.

Muc h h as b een said in recent m onth s about
m i l l e n n i a l s  a n d  t h e i r  re l a t i o n s h i p  ( o r l ac k
thereof) to the ch urch. The Community will be

(Continued on next page)

Archbishop Justin welby will serve as abbot to the Community of St. Anselm.
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On another level, this year of community life is ad-
dressing a series of needs and wants in society, which
the Holy Spirit is even today equipping the Church to
respond to. The word community is being used
widely by both Church and increasingly in secular so-
ciety today (and it is even bent out of shape from
time to time). It is a banner waved around by politi-
cians, banks, even the police, at least in the U.K. There
is a distinct need for a different way of relating to one
another in life than transactional connections, than
isolating individualism and self-identification, and I
think that need and desire is what secular society is
reflecting.
In that sense it is not about millennials per se, but

about the signs of the times, perhaps most visibly em-
bodied by the millennials. Community life in the name
of Christ; a life shared in increasing transparency to
one another, self-giving to each other, and to those
most in need in society. A life shared in sacrifice,
prayer, discipline, study: this kind of community life is
not another add-on to be slapped onto Western indi-
vidualism/consumerism. It is a different paradigm of
social existence, and I am delighted that we can
model that in such a visible place, and annually send
more young people out into the world with a deep ex-
perience of that way of life.

How m igh t the examp le of th e C om mu nity of
St . Anselm  inform local ch urc hes as th ey  s eek
to reach ,  f orm , and equip young -adult C hris-
tians?
I can guess, but my guess will be as good as yours.
This is the kind of question that we can answer look-
ing back. But on a broad scale, we can model some-
thing and so be a visible encouragement to others to
implement what God has put on their hearts, which
may bear some likeness to what we are doing (and in
fact I am already seeing that effect reflected in my in-
box on a significant scale). What’s also very important
is that we can show that there is a profound willing-
ness, even eagerness, among the hundreds of young
people we’ve been in contact with to be whole-
hearted disciples of Christ, and they are looking for
ways to articulate that authentically — in thought,
word, and deed — in their lives. That is enormously
encouraging.

E c u m en is m  i s  a c e nt ra l p a rt  of  A rc h b is h op
Jus tin Welby’s vision for the C om munity of St.
Anselm . How  w ill  ecu menis m be w ov en into
th e ident ity of  th e c om m unity,  and w hat do
you h op e it w ill  c ont rib ute to th e ec um enic al
movem ent?
The ecumenical movement as a phenomenon needs

(Continued from previous page)

Of the 36 members of the community,
16 will live at Lambeth Palace.
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only one thing to be sustained: the
continued example of persons who
find and embrace their common
unity as members of the body of
Christ. We are creating that kind of
unity in a place that is very visible.
We are also doing it while inviting
branches of the Church that struc-
turally, historically, and/or when en-
gaging in current issues find it diffi-
cult to engage with one another at
all. But, and this is so important, our
visible unity does not come from our
ability to agree, our unity comes from
searching for and discerning, by the
light of the Holy Spirit, the presence
of Christ in each other — and hon-
ouring that presence even when, or
especially when, we disagree on im-
portant matters.

Describe what an ordinary day in the life of the
com mu nity  w ill  b e like.
I’ll answer for the resident community; we have a
non-residential membership mode also, where people
keep their jobs and accommodation in and around
London and go on this journey completely embedded
in the workplace. The press has largely picked up on
the “you get to live at Lambeth Palace” thread.
Every day will begin with silence: breakfast, shared

Bible reading, morning prayer, and personal prayer—
all in silence until 10 a.m. (with the exception for
sharing in the liturgy of morning prayer). Then the
rest of the morning and afternoon is given to an even
split of either study or service outside the walls to the
most vulnerable in society. This is broken by a midday
Eucharist. The day concludes with Vespers and an
hour of joint silent prayer. The content of the evenings
vary between learning transparency with each other
in smaller groups, having fun together, and a range of
other things. On Sundays all members will find a local
church to worship in. On top of this all household ac-
tivities are shared — cooking for each other, doing
laundry for each other, cleaning, etc.

Wh at pas sages of S cript ure have been resonat-
ing  w ith you as you prep are to launch  and lead
this  c om m unity?
Oh, that varies a lot with my needs each day and what
the Holy Spirit brings to mind for my comfort — but
as for constant voices this refrain has resounded from

the Psalms: “Arise, LORD, and come to your resting
place, you and the ark of your might” (Ps. 132:8, from
the dedication of the temple of Solomon in 2 Chron.
6:41). I have a very acute sense of our building,
through our lives as a community, a house for the
dwelling of the Lord (1 Pet. 2:5), and the power of hav-
ing such a breadth of the Christian family tree in the
building of this community is far more than symbolic.
It is the potential of being more fully the whole body
of Christ, indwelled by his Spirit, revealing the Fa-
ther’s love to the world in thought, word, and deed,
and then everything becomes possible.

How can w e be p ray ing  f or y ou  and f or t he
Com mu nity  of St.  A nselm?
Whatever you would pray for any family: for unity, for
thriving, for relationships to be true and deep and
honest, for our dealing with conflict, for our searching
for and finding the image of Christ in each other when
our words and actions hide that image well, and for
the grace to honour that image and so to bring out
that likeness more fully in each other. Perhaps espe-
cially when we are at odds with each others’ opinions
or actions (or seeming inability to pick up our socks
from the floor). And pray for the fruit in the lives of
our young people when they leave after a year, to re-
turn to the mission of God in the world.

The Rev. Sarah Puryear is priest associate at St.
George’s Church, Nashville.

Shared Bible reading, morning prayer,
and personal prayer will start every

morning for the resident community.



By John Martin

Rachael and Jonathan Lopez from Melbourne, Australia, plan
to “swear off all kinds of habits and comforts” as they join
other young people to “live a year in God’s time.” In mid-Sep-
tember they will join the Community of St. Anselm, based at
Lambeth Palace in London.

The idea emerged while the Welbys were moving into the
family apartment in Lambeth Palace in 2011. In a lighthearted
moment someone asked the archbishop if he had plans for
the rest of “this old place.” Quick as a flash he said, “We’ll fill
it with young people.” The idea persisted.

Spiritual Boot Camp

Community of St. Anselm

Photos courtesy of the Community of St. Anselm 



Welby had announced earlier that he was
setting three priorities for his time as arch-
bishop: prayer and the renewal of prayer in
religious life; reconciliation beyond as well
as within the Church; and evangelism and
witness. Founding the Community of St.
Anselm is a concrete contribution to the
first priority. It will inevitably represent
something fresh and new in the life of the
800-year-old Lambeth Palace, which dates
from the time of Archbishop Stephen Lang-
ton and the Magna Carta.
The Lopezes will live in community at

Lambeth Palace with 14 others. They will
form the residential core of a wider group of
35. The archbishop’s goal was for at least a
third of community members to be come
from the Third World. One recruit is Baptist,
one Lutheran, one Pentecostal, and one
non-denominational. The first class will
include two Kenyans and the Rev. Shannon
Preston, a fresh graduate of Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary. Applicants included mem-
bers of Orthodox churches.
“We’ve got people coming out of college.

We’ve got people with no college back-
ground at all,” said the Rev. Jo Wells, the
archbishop’s chaplain. “Equally, we’ve got
people who’ve been in the working world
who are either pausing or committing to this
while engaging in their own career path.”
The project has attracted keen interest

since the archbishop announced his plan.
Inquiries ranged from someone with the
Bank of England to workers at a soup
kitchen in inner-city Bermondsey. The num-
bers of applicants were many times over
capacity.
The community is not, as one British

newspaper headlined it, a Welby initiative to
recruit city financiers, nor an endeavour to
recruit young people to the church’s min-
istry. It is less a gap year than a spiritual
boot camp.
Community life will be based on the Rule

of St. Benedict. Archbishop Welby will be
the community’s abbot. He has appointed a
full-time prior, the Rev. Anders Litzell, who
is charged with daily leadership. The initial
plan for the community involves a three-
year run.
Rachael Lopez, a student, says she hopes

to achieve a better prayer life by the end of
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the program. “It’s been something I have
struggled with throughout my life. When
you’re in a monastic community, you can’t
say, Oh, I’ll do it tomorrow,” she said.
Members will “live in a way the ancient

monastics would recognise: seeking to draw
closer to God through a daily rhythm of
silence, study and prayer,” the community’s
website says. Single members pledge
celibacy. There’s no requirement to wear
monastic habits (only an alb for worship).
But the program’s design is that community
members will, by living the classic monastic
formula of silence, worship, and practical
work in community, become more attuned
to the realities of the global 21st-century
church. They will live two to a room, and do
their own cooking and cleaning.
In the year ahead, they will take three one-

week retreats. Some will be invited for a fur-
ther 30-day retreat. The order of the day will
be four hours of community prayer and
silence, then study, and service with nearby
charities. The community rule of life sets a
guideline for how members spend time,
money, and technology, and how they relate
to the life they have left behind.
The archbishop is a Benedictine Oblate. In

March 2014 he hosted about 100 representa-
tives of monastic communities and told
them that monastic life “is the ultimate
wager on the existence of God. Through it
people subject themselves to discipline, to
each other in community, however difficult
and odd each other is … and they subject
themselves above all to prayer.”
The venture is starting small. There are

limits to how much it could expand within
Lambeth Palace. The archbishop hopes nev-
ertheless that St. Anselm’s influence will
spread so it spawns many more communi-
ties around the world, adapting to local
needs and nurturing distinct gifts.
Chaplain Wells hopes the community will

form people who are “utterly prayerful, so
the first thing they do in a moment of stress
is pray.” She hopes they will be people who
seek the welfare of the other and “see Christ
in the face of the stranger, particularly the
awkward stranger.”
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They were scenarios Chris Loemker had seen many
times: A small rural church finds itself without a
musician when, after 50 years of faithful service, its
organist decides to retire and move away; or a
church’s organist decides to take a vacation and no
one is able to fill in while the musician is gone.
Loemker has a degree in organ performance and has
been involved in church music for more than 25 years.
As a pilot and certified flight instructor, he has spent
many weekends flying to remote churches in
situations just like these to provide music for their
worship services. Sometimes he would invite Roland
Kreke, one of his former flight students, to accompany
him on the trips. Loemker and Kreke often would pass
their hours in the air discussing the growing need
among churches struggling to find qualified organists.
Out of these discussions, Church Music Solutions and
its Substitute Organist Service were born.

The Substitute Organist Service, or SOS, uses tablet
technology to provide an organist for a church that
currently is without one. The SOS software can
control a church’s organ, whether it’s pipe or digital,
so that the music is played back on the congregation’s
own instrument. It can also be played through
speaker systems of any kind, should the congregation
not have a suitable organ. The service is powered by
an easy-to-use app that is available for both iPad and
Android tablets.

“The system is controlled by two simple buttons,”
said Loemker, CEO and director of product
development for Church Music Solutions. “Any
member can operate our service on Sunday.” With
SOS, churches are able to select the music they want
to use, including choosing specific stanzas within
hymns, adding music for the liturgy and making
selections for the prelude and postlude.

“They tell us exactly what they want, and we

produce it for them,” Loemker said. “It really is no
different than if they sat down with their organist and
planned their Sunday service. The SOS alleviates the
headaches of using CDs and recordings, and provides
our members with genuine, professional music for
their worship.”

The trained musicians at Church Music Solutions
play to lead and encourage singing, as opposed to
providing performance pieces. The music is an
integrated part of the worship service, flowing
smoothly and remaining genuine.

“This service has really helped our congregation
sing. We tend to lean on the Substitute Organist
Service, and it has been very, very good for our
congregation” said Rev. Derek Roberts of Maryville,
Tenn.

Because the SOS app is downloaded onto a tablet,
it is completely portable, making it a valuable tool for
chaplains or missionaries performing services in
remote locations or pastors who want to take their
services to nursing homes or even into the homes of
members unable to attend regular Sunday services.

The SOS service, which is now being used by
churches all over the United States as well as in
Canada and in Europe, is available without any
subscription costs or annual fees. Compensation is on
a per-service basis, so churches can use it as often, or
as little, as they like. Church Music Solutions has a
flexible pricing structure to make the service
affordable for even the smallest churches.

“No longer do smaller churches need to be without
the richness and depth that music brings,” said Rev.
Jim Anthony, a pastor in Deer River, Minn. “No
cookie cutter music here; no one-size fits all. Each
verse within a hymn, each canticle, from the prelude
to the postlude, reflects the Biblical nuances through
the artistry of Church Music Solutions musicians.”

Substitute Organist Service assists
churches in need of an organist.

Advertisement

For more information, go to churchmusicsolutions.com or email info@churchmusicsolutions.com.

(800) 651-7497
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By Lawrence N. Crumb

The TV series Wolf Hall, based on Hilary Mantel’s
novel [TLC, April 5], brought the troubled reign
of Henry VIII once more to the attention of view-

ers. This time, the focus was on Thomas Cromwell,
Henry’s right-hand man from shortly after the fall of
Cardinal Wolsey in 1530 until his own downfall in 1540.
For most of that time, he was the second-most power-
ful person in England.
Born in 1485 to a blacksmith, Cromwell led a check-

ered career on the Continent that included reading

Machiavelli and becoming a lawyer. Back in England, he
became assistant to Wolsey, who was not only an arch-
bishop and papal legate but also Lord Chancellor, thus
combining authority in both church and state.
Cromwell was the kind of person content to be the
power behind the throne, working quietly, if ruthlessly,
to see that his master’s wishes were achieved in the
smoothest way possible.
In Wolsey’s service Cromwell implemented a blank

check from the pope to suppress as many religious
houses as necessary to endow a school and Cardinal
College, Oxford (now Christ Church), an experience he

Henry VIII’s first interview with Anne Boleyn, by Daniel Maclise, 1835.

THOMAS CROMWELL
The Power Behind Henry VIII
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(possibly three) were unconsummated. Multiple mar-
riages were common, and Henry’s last wife, the pious
and learned Catherine Parr, was married twice before
Henry and once after. (Chaucer’s Wife of Bath had five
“husbands at church door.”)
The two who were executed for treason had been put

forward as pawns in their families’ ambitions, and the
attempts backfired. It would be simplistic to assume
lust as Henry’s only motivation for wanting a wife of
childbearing age and having scruples about the validity
of the first two marriages. As a second son not expected
to succeed, he had been instructed in theology, among
other subjects, and knew that marriage to a deceased
husband’s brother was contrary to both canon law and
Scripture.
He may have known that Richard III became king in

1483 not by killing the sons of Edward IV but by having
Edward’s marriage declared invalid by the technicality
of concurrent contract (a prior engagement that had not
been formally ended). He probably knew that in 1498

Louis XII of France received papal permission to put
aside his wife and marry the widow of the previous
king for purely dynastic reasons.
And he certainly knew that the only precedent for a

female monarch was the unfortunate Matilda, whose
claim was successfully challenged by her cousin
Stephen in 1135. (The Brother Cadfael novels and TV
series are set against the background of their struggle.)
J.J. Scarisbrick’s scholarly biography, Henry VIII,

points out that Wolsey may have noticed a technicality
that could have obtained a papal annulment of the first
marriage, but chose not to use it: if Henry had agreed
with Catherine’s claim that her first marriage was un-
consummated, the dispensation allowing the second
would be invalid since it stated that it was consum-
mated.
Understanding the context of events does not mean

condoning the brutality that obtained in England, and
indeed throughout most of early modern Europe. For-
tunately, the world has come a long way from the dic-
tatorship, cruelty, and corruption of that time. Or has it?

The Rev. Lawrence N. Crumb is vicar of St. Andrew’s,
Cottage Grove, Oregon, and associate professor emer-
itus (library), University of Oregon.

would draw on later for Henry. He made Henry’s desires
his desires, but he also had desires of his own beyond
power and wealth. A sympathizer to Protestant reforms,
he arranged for an English Bible to be not only legal but
required in every church.
It was this sympathy that led to his fatal mistake:

promoting Henry’s disastrous marriage to Anne of
Cleves in an attempt to ally England with the Protestant
princes of Germany. Henry’s disgust with his bride led
him to listen to the charges of Cromwell’s enemies and
send him to the block, as Cromwell’s relative Oliver
would later do to Charles I. Henry later regretted it, but
the tide had turned from the Protestant emphasis of the
1530s to the conservative national Catholicism of
Henry’s last years.
Cromwell’s longest-lasting, and most controversial,

accomplishment for his master was the act of Parlia-
ment declaring Henry “the only supreme head on earth
of the Church of England.” The terminology was clumsy
and misleading, and was changed under Elizabeth to
“the only supreme governor of this realm, as well in all
spiritual and ecclesiastical things as temporal.”

The church of which Henry became head was a vir-
tual state within the state, with its own laws and

courts, and a large part of the population exempt from
civil law by claiming benefit of clergy. This benefit
applied not only to clergy in the modern sense but to
anyone who had received minor orders or who could
pretend to clergy status by reciting in Latin the first
verse of the Fourth Gospel. It was known as the “neck
verse,” because it could save one’s neck from the gal-
lows.
The church was also the principal landholder, with

perhaps a third of the country exempt from taxes and,
in many cases, not farmed productively. The church
did pay taxes, but they went outside the country to
Rome, and an Italian cardinal could be appointed ab-
sentee bishop of an English diocese. England was
emerging from the Middle Ages, with its ideal of “one
Empire, one Church,” and becoming a modern, unitary
nation-state.
It was necessary for the monarch to be the head of all

the people, and for the government to control the local
economy. The suppression of religious houses was un-
fortunate when extended to all, but some redistribution
of wealth was needed. The confiscated lands went to
endow new dioceses, new professorships at the uni-
versities, and, yes, new nobility and gentry in a society
no longer static.

Cromwell was involved in three of Henry’s six mar-
riages. The number has always fascinated people,

although three were annulled and an overlapping two

Cromwell’s sympathy
for Protestant reforms
led to his fatal mistake.
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By Caleb Congrove

Unlike most Western communities, Holy Resurrection Monastery
does not belong to a larger religious order. In the traditional Eastern
pattern, each monastery is independent, governed by its own rule
and abbot, under the authority of a diocesan bishop. Holy Resurrec-
tion Monastery is governed by its abbot, Father Nicholas, and
belongs to the Romanian Catholic Eparchy of St. George in Canton,
Ohio, which encompasses the United States and Canada. It is not an
ethnic ghetto. For all the Eastern Catholic Churches in this country,
the monastery is a center of renewal for traditional Eastern spirituality
and practice. For the wider culture, it is a place of witness to the
mystery of salvation wrought and revealed in Jesus Christ.

The monks at Holy Resurrection Monastery begin early, rising to
offer the Jesus Prayer at 5:30 in the quiet of their hearts: Lord Jesus
Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner. It is clear to me
right away that I have not yet carved away the silent space for this practice. My prayer loses track,
overrun by its own momentum like a toddler pressing his limits. Outwardly silent, I sit for most of the
20 minutes or so through an inner cacophony. The silent prayer leads into liturgical prayer. There are
some familiar prayers and there is also chanting of Psalms, in ways not wholly familiar, and much
bowing and crossing.
By the time we finish, I am pretty lost. On the way out I whisper to one of the younger guys, “So

do we break the silence now?” I’m thankful I only whispered it because it turns out that what I
thought was Matins was not and we will not break the silence until after that. We have a 20-minute
break now before Matins begins. Okay, thanks. See you in 20 minutes then. Only I do not say it, and,
I suppose nothing really was lost by leaving it out.
Matins lasts longer than I have ever seen it last in any Western iteration. I am still not sure if it was

only Matins or if there was another office tacked on. At any rate, we are done by about 8:20, and we
head to breakfast. At breakfast, I manage to screw up the silence once more. It’s a simple mistake
and they are gracious about it, but it signals to me too that I am no monk.
During the work times, I mop a floor, I help cut back some overgrown shrubs, and mostly I talk with

the monks. I hear some advice about fasting and I get to know a couple of the observers who are
there to experience community life and discern their vocations. They are interesting guys with fasci-
nating stories, drawn from very different places and very different lives one from another, now gath-
ered within this little village in Wisconsin. Some will stay and some will not. I suppose I have been
drawn here too, though my stay is only a pilgrim’s stopover.
I am not here to try on the habit but I do know that I too should be moving in that same direction.

All of us who have been baptized have put on Christ, and all
of us live in pursuit of the same calling. Jesus speaks to all of
us. Come, follow me, says Our Lord, and everything else fol-
lows from that. I have followed him here. And from here
where will my pilgrimage lead me? The monks have allowed
me to sit through a mini-clinic on prayer. I do not know what
my next stop will be but I do know what transport must carry
me. Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Caleb Congrove is a high-school teacher in Ohio and a con-
tributor to TLC’s weblog, Covenant.

Holy Resurrection Monastery
— St. Nazianz, Wisconsin —
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By Julia Gatta

Human beings are a bundle of desires. Even before they
can speak, babies cry for what they want and, just a bit
later, point to what they demand. As we grow, so does the
span of our desires. Some of these are rooted in our need
to survive and prosper physically; others in our emotional
need for security, respect, and love. From an early age, we
are driven by an intellectual craving to comprehend the world
we live in and to take delight in beauty. In time, we develop
moral passions: for fairness and honesty, for example.

Divine Longing
“You speak in my heart and say, ‘Seek my face.’
Your face, Lord, will I seek.” (Ps. 27:11)



September 6, 2015 • THE LIVING CHURCH   31

We want to find work that draws upon our best
gifts, and relationships that address our desire to be
understood and, if possible, to love and be loved.
Many of our desires are salutary and innocent, but
some are not. Sometimes our desires are in conflict
with each other and tear us apart inwardly. Some are
dangerous and destructive to ourselves, others, and
the fabric of society. A consumer culture tries to incul-
cate artificial desires for many things we could easily
do without, often appealing to some of our worst
instincts of vanity, greed, and indifference to our
neighbor’s more pressing needs or the limitations of
our planet.
Underneath all these desires is a profound longing

for something we can scarcely describe. Indeed, until
we begin to notice that our desires really have no
bounds — that they signal an infinite longing woven
into our very humanity — our desires are apt to mul-
tiply exponentially, pull us in all sorts of directions,
and inevitably disappoint, even when we get what we
thought we wanted. The fulfillment of some desires
can of course bring considerable contentment and
joy — satisfying work or a harmonious marriage, for
instance. But even these blessings cannot fill up that
ceaseless yearning in us for something more, some-
thing beyond ourselves, something infinite and
absolute.

“God, of thy goodness, give me thyself. For thou
art enough to me,” cries the 14th-century mys-

tic Julian of Norwich. When we allow ourselves to
feel the full force of our perpetual yearning, we may
discover that God is at the bottom of it. For it seems
that God has instilled this infinite desire in us pre-
cisely so that it might lead us back to the infinite love
that is God. When Julian of Norwich says that God is
enough for her, she is not denying all her other crea-
turely requirements, pretending to a false transcen-
dence. Rather she is recognizing that all our true
needs and desires fall under the scope of God’s care.
When our desire for God is acknowledged, when we
boldly pray as Julian does for the reality of God to
take hold and move us into the vast abyss of divine
love, our lesser desires gradually fall into place.

Many of the psalms express our universal thirst for
God: “As the deer longs for the water-brooks, so
longs my soul for you, O God” (Ps. 42:1). Psalm 27
speaks in another vivid metaphor about seeking
God’s face. But here the psalmist presses his own
seeking back to its source; he attributes his pursuit of
God to God’s pursuit of him: “You speak in my heart
and say, ‘Seek my face.’” So it is ultimately God’s
desire that animates our own. The psalmist finds his
own heart resonating with the word God has been
speaking in it, calling him forward. His search for the
face of God is but a response to God’s word already
sounding in the depths of his being, his “heart.” God
takes the initiative in this game of seeking and find-
ing. Or as the First Epistle of John puts it, “We love
because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).
Many people have powerful experiences of God,

more often than they are usually willing or able to
admit in our commonplace world. These encounters
with holy mystery can occur in quite ordinary cir-
cumstances, like walking to work or doing the
dishes. People frequently find themselves overcome
by a sense of divine Presence in nature, God’s first
gift to us. Gazing up at the night sky while setting the
household trash by the curbside can suddenly open
us up to the “love that moves the sun and all the
stars,” as Dante put it. And since worship is supposed
to usher us into the divine presence, we should
expect to find God there. In his poem “The Holy
Communion,” George Herbert reflects on receiving
the Sacrament as an experience of almost unen-
durable bliss: “Give me my captive soul, or take / My
whole body also thither. / Another lift like this will
make / Them both to be together.” 
God awaits us at every turn. I believe that the tra-

ditions of Christian spirituality, about which I will be
writing this Fall, are a rich source of guidance and
inspiration in our quest to respond as fully as we can
to divine love, the beginning and end of our deepest
desiring.

The Rev. Julia Gatta is professor of pastoral theology
at the University of the South’s School of Theology in
Sewanee. This is the first in a series of meditations.

Underneath all these desires is a profound 
longing for something we can scarcely describe.
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By Mark Harris

Just before taking up his new post as mission the-
ologian in the Anglican Communion, Bishop Gra-
ham Kings attended General Convention in Salt

Lake City, Utah. The former Bishop of Sherborne and
cofounder of Fulcrum, an evangelical organization in
the U.K., now has a wider call.
And there he was, walking about General Conven-

tion — making connections, pressing the flesh, lis-
tening to debates, and attending hearings. He was
also distributing copies of Signs & Seasons: A Guide
for Your Christian Journey (Canterbury Press, Nor-
wich, 2008).
Signs & Seasons is an example, I believe, of the

sort of theological enterprise that Bishop Kings is to
be about in his new job. It is a theological text written

for people who never knew, or have long forgotten,
how to think, talk about, consider, or otherwise en-
gage in God talk and church talk. It is in a sense a
primer for those just meeting Jesus as the Son of God
for the first time, even as adults.
Bishop Kings wrote this book eight years ago, but

seems to have received little attention on this side of
the big waters. There are reasons for this: Signs &
Seasons shares some of the spirit and tenor of the
modern evangelical movement in England, which in-
cludes the Alpha Course, contemporary Christian mu-
sic of the Brian Wren sort, and the missionary sensi-
bilities of the Church Mission Society, decidedly
evangelical in its outlook. In the United States there
has been some use of these resources, primarily I be-
lieve by church communities that are concerned to re-
evangelize what they believe to be a moribund and
pretty heretical Episcopal Church. So Signs & Sea-
sons ended up with the heap of books having to do
with that peculiar form of evangelism called “realign-
ment” and thus remained unread by many of us who
believe we are both true to the theological core and
working needed reforms. That was a mistake.
And here comes Bishop Kings, walking the corri-

dors of General Convention with this book in hand.
Why now? Why there?
“Henry Venn, the great 19th-century general secre-

tary of CMS, talked of ‘self-supporting, self-governing,
and self-extending churches’ throughout the world,”
he said upon his appointment. “For many years, more
recently, there has been a ‘fourth self’: ‘self-theologiz-
ing’. It is these voices which need to be heard more
clearly throughout the Communion” (Anglican Com-
munion News Services, Feb. 16).
The Episcopal Church has been engaged in its own

project of “self-theologizing.” I hope he sensed some
of the missionary implications of our actions, as well
as some of the process by which we do our theologi-
cal work “on the ground,” for mission theology is be-
ing done even in the context of General Convention.
Fulcrum, the agency with which Kings has been

connected as theological secretary, has some consid-
erable disagreement with the work of General Con-
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Before the rolling of the stone
and the coming of the women
came the rising. 

Bishop Kings makes use of images — photographs
of art objects— as meditation points. The missionary
and evangelical impulse to do so is at the core of his
treatment of theological themes in this book. He is re-
minding us that all sorts of signposts are there, point-
ing us again to the depth of meaning in the Christian
assertions about God in Jesus Christ. I found his use
of theologically informed art criticism to be a re-
freshing way to do theological work.
Every preacher is stuck with the Trinity, and so is

our author. Of the chapters in this book it is the most
difficult and muddled, yet even there he reaches into
meditation on an icon, and to a poem:

Your right hand gives
the sign of bread and blessing;
your left hand holds
the Word of life and love.

Perfect!
The bishop’s evangelical and theological presenta-

tion of core Christian sensibilities shines through in
this short book. It is a book that opens to questions
and concerns and does not shut the door to hesitant
exploration. It is a model for reflective engagement.
My sense is that Bishop Kings was giving away

copies of Signs & Seasons as an introduction to the
way in which he hopes to explore “self-theologizing”
throughout the Anglican Communion. I hope he, and
we, will continue to be informed by personal experi-
ence, artistic expression, poetic sensibilities, and joy
in creation, just as he was in this book. And I hope we
will be a source of encouragement to one another as
we explore signs and seasons of God’s grace.
And never mind the labels.

The Rev. Canon Mark Harris is a priest, poet, and
printmaker based in Delaware.

vention. Yet the many aspects of evangelism were
present in the workings of this Convention, not least
in electing a Michael Curry as the 27th presiding
bishop.
Racism in America is a deep and broad river of sin.

Electing a black presiding bishop does not solve that.
Electing a mission-oriented presiding bishop who
uses the language of evangelism with ease, who ap-
peals to the angels of our better nature, who says “we
are a good and wonderful church, a good and won-
derful people,” and who does so from the experience
of being black in America — well, that gives hope. The
good news in Jesus Christ is a boat that can carry us
across this mad river of sin and into a land of new
promise, and our presiding bishop-elect knows that.
Signs & Seasons is mostly a book of theological

hope: hope in Jesus Christ, whose name and person
becomes richly entwined with what we know of God
and experience in the world. An early theological
statement of what it meant to be a follower of Jesus
was this: “In him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell” (Col. 1:19). Kings spells out in a series of
short reflections based on the seasons of the Church
year just how that entanglement of the divine and hu-
man catches us up in a vision of God’s presence
among us in Jesus Christ, and how that calls us to a
faith journey.
Kings knits together theological discovery, poetry,

art objects, and mission stories in an easily readable
and quite attractive invitation to consider the good
news itself. The poems are unfortunately sometimes
stretched to the point of becoming “teaching tools,”
but when they are able to be what they are — poems
— wonderful insight can be found in them. He writes,

Prostrate upon the carpet of a Mombasa mosque,
softly to Jesus, Son of “Allah,” I prayed;
then rose again to slip outside
and join my wife and daughters,
who were waiting in the shade.

Wonderful! And later, a single phrase from another
poem:

Racism in America is a deep 
and broad river of sin. 
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By Russell J. Levenson, Jr.

During the summer the Episcopal Church con-
curred with the Supreme Court in affirming
that the institution of marriage now includes

same-sex couples. There were cheers and tears of
celebration on the floor of 78th General Convention,
and the traditional perspective was voted down in a
landslide.
As a conservative, evangelical, orthodox Episcopal

priest, I did not agree with the decision. Fortunately,
the leadership of the Episcopal Church (like that of
the Presbyterian Church USA) has allowed for the
discretion of bishops and individual clergy regarding
same-sex marriage. Unfortunately, some of the de-
bate at Convention included accusations of bigotry
and discrimination — painful darts to throw after the
tragedy in Charleston. No one wants to be labeled a
bigot and clearly no one wants to side with bigots, so
voting “against” the measure proved more difficult.
Most Christians I know, and those with whom I

have served for more than two decades of ministry, do
not support the paradigm shift in marriage, not be-
cause we are bigots but because we simply cannot
find support for it in our most sacred texts. In my or-
dination, I pledged that “I do believe the Holy Scrip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word
of God” (BCP, p. 526).
Some conservatives have, for decades in this cul-

ture war, played a role in the great divide on human
sexuality. Some forget C.S. Lewis’s wise counsel that
the heart of Christian morality rests not with sex but
the decisions and actions of the heart. On our side of
the remaining gap, we would do well to find more
ways to grant greater inclusion and understanding to
gays and lesbians. Perhaps some of us may find our
way to supporting civil unions. I do.
Nevertheless, the work of reconciliation now rests

primarily with those who whole-heartedly supported
the monumental shift. Why? Because, frankly, you

can tell a lot about the majority by the way it includes
the minority. The first task before those who have
placed this decision before the greater Church is to
ponder the message it sends. It is a decision that will
require reconciliation — toward the greater Anglican
Communion, now numbering roughly 76 million An-
glicans to America’s roughly 2 million; and toward
Roman Catholics, Greek and Russian Orthodox Chris-
tians, Southern Baptists, Methodists, and countless
other Christians for whom the decision simply does
not square with what has been a bedrock of their
faith. The decision will also hamper efforts by many
Christian communities, like my own parish, to build
relationships with Muslims and Conservative Jews
who cannot support same-sex marriage.

“The ultimate triumph of sanctifying grace in our
lives will occur only when we have cast off the

triumphalist spirit,” writes Richard Mouw in Uncom-
mon Decency (InterVarsity [1992], p. 179). “Humility is
the only fitting attitude for creatures who are on their
way to the fullness of God’s kingdom.” Both sides
need a dose of humility but, again, those who have
won the day carry the greater burden.
The fresh words of our newly elected presiding

bishop, Michael Curry, provide glimmers of hope. In
his closing sermon to the Convention he urged au-
thentic inclusion, because the Church unites people
of different races and temperaments, including tradi-
tionalists, progressives, Republicans, and Democrats.
After a generation of infighting, Americans should

hope and pray that Bishop Curry’s vision comes to
fruition. The Episcopal/Anglican Way has vitally ad-
vanced the cause of human dignity and excellence,
and at its best has helped heal a host of wounds.
As theologian Ephraim Radner points out, the An-

glican tradition has shaped what is now the world lan-
guage of commerce, scholarship, and the Internet. It
inspired the imaginations of writers and poets from
Shakespeare to T.S. Eliot, and musicians from Purcell

Burden of Anglican Unity
CATHOLIC VOICES
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to Benjamin Britten. It grounded and guided Francis
Bacon in his scientific research, inspired Wilberforce
to work for the abolition of the slave trade, gave Janani
Luwum the courage to stand up to Idi Amin, and aided
Archbishop Tutu in his confrontation with apartheid.
Anglicanism is a living tradition, still subject to

God’s providence. What may on the surface look like
dissolution may be the labor pains of a more genuine
conception of what it means to be the body of Christ
on earth. Our divisions may call on us, corporately
and individually, to think of what it means to follow
Jesus Christ.
In the last diocese I served, there were six forms of

Anglican/Episcopal expression in one small county on
the eastern shore of Alabama, many of which broke
away from one another. I wonder what God thinks of
everybody worshiping in different rooms down the
street from one another. Institutional schism is a
grave sin and not to be taken lightly.
The specter of denominational churches, wracked

by financial and moral scandal across the oikumene,
might inspire us to dismount from our competitive
high horses and take seriously the body of Christ be-

yond our parochial bounds. No single denomination is
sin-free or contains all truth. The old question re-
mains: How to approach visible unity, beyond winning
and losing?
Practicing our faith within divided Christian com-

munities marks a tremendous witness of commitment
and faithfulness. The Rev. Richard Kew has written
that when opposing sides of the Church push a “non-
negotiable political correctness, it stymies any chance
of reconciliation. We cannot restore the Church to a
pristine state, but if we are willing to set precondi-
tions aside it is then entirely possible that something
new, beautiful, and even better can be born as we al-
low God’s Spirit to take us into his embrace” [“Rekin-
dling the Fire of Hope” TLC, Jan. 16, 2011, p. 21].
New labor pains are upon us. May the Episcopal

Church and its leaders have the will and the ways to
live together unto unity, and perhaps bring to birth a
new “Jesus Movement,” in Bishop Curry’s words, in
service of the Whole.

The Rev. Russell J. Levenson, Jr., is rector of St.
Martin’s Church, Houston.
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Review by Leander Harding

Cornelius Plantinga is president emeritus of Calvin
Theological Seminary and a senior research fel-

low at the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship. The
summer seminars of the worship institute have been
at the center of a recovery of patristic and liturgical
worship for churches in evangelical Protestantism.
This book is the fruit of a seminar on reading for
preaching that the author has led for more than 10
years. 
The seminar runs for two weeks each summer and

gathers 20 experienced preachers from around the
country. In the first year they read John Steinbeck’s
Grapes of Wrath, Anne Lamott’s Traveling Mercies,
the volume of Robert Caro’s biography of Lyndon
Johnson that chronicled Johnson’s Senate years, and
poetry and children’s literature. This is a well-written
volume by an author with a gift for language. Planti-
nga makes a winsome case for a wide-ranging reading
program for preachers, illustrated with examples cho-
sen from the works used in the seminars.
Plantinga recommends this program not merely as

a means to accumulate texts with which to illustrate

Reading for Preaching
The Preacher in Conversation with Storytellers,
Biographers, Poets, and Journalists.
By C orn el ius P lan tin ga,  J r . Eerdmans. Pp. 147. $14

Preaching in an Age of Distraction
By J .  El lsw orth  Kal as. IVP Praxis. Pp. 167. $16

One Year to Better Preaching
52 Exercises to Hone Your Skills
By Dan iel  Overdo rf. Kregel. Pp. 320. $18.99

Tools 
for Thoughtful 
Preaching

and decorate sermons. Illustrations will suggest them-
selves, but that should not be the primary motivation
for reading. He does not favor proof-texting, whether
the text is from Scripture or literature. 
He recommends wide reading to form the heart and

mind of the preacher and to help tune the imagina-
tion. He wants preachers to read in order to expand
their world, to step inside the experience of others, to
think other’s thoughts after them, and to feel things as
they feel them. Plantinga is wary of what Reinhold
Niebuhr called “pretty sermons” that descend to
“mere elocution.” But he believes that wide reading
such as has always been recommended by a liberal
education produces an ear for language that connects,
communicates, and moves the hearer.
This is a delightful book that will make a wonderful

gift for a preacher. The Rev. Fleming Rutledge has
written an enthusiastic endorsement.

P reaching in an Age of Distraction is an extended
reply to the complaint that contemporary people

are so distracted by the sheer volume of information
and entertainment available in the digital age that

BOOKS
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they cannot follow a traditional sermon. Kalas begins
with a meditation on that first distracted couple,
Adam and Eve. He makes the case that human beings
have always been distracted and prone to focus their
attention everywhere but on the things of God. 
Likewise preachers have always had to face the

problem of pastoral duties that can crowd out the se-
rious study and preparation necessary for good
preaching. Gospel content, excellent preparation, and
creativity in approach and expression will bring dis-
tracted people to a fresh hearing of the gospel. Those
looking for preaching advice based on in-depth cul-
tural analysis will be disappointed. Those looking for
a tip or two from a seasoned professional who has
preached Sunday after Sunday, decade after decade,
to what Kalas calls the distracted congregation will be
rewarded.

Daniel Overdorf is dean of the School of Congre-
gational Ministry and professor of preaching at

Johnson University in Knoxville, Tennessee. This
book reminds me of a series of books that the con-

gregational consultant Lyle Schaller wrote with titles
such as 44 Ways to Grow Your Church and 44 Ways
to Improve Christian Education. The books were a
collection of ideas and approaches and you could in-
evitably find one or two that would actually work in
your context. 
A number of the exercises involve working with a

feedback group. Overdorf provides strategies of
prayer and study, recommends reading fiction, and
says pastors should encourage their flock to send re-
sponses by text during sermons. He offers  a chapter
on preaching with women in mind and another on
preaching with men in mind. The dialogue sermon
merits a chapter. Try swapping pulpits with another
preacher to become more practiced at preaching to
different constituencies. Other chapters address in-
troductions, transitions, and conclusions.
Most preachers will have heard this advice before.

As with the Schaller books, the reader is bound to
come away with one or two keepers. In an “I tried it”
appendix, a local pastor writes about putting a chap-
ter’s ideas into action.

The Rev. Leander S. Harding is rector of St. Luke’s
Church, Catskill, New York.

Review by Mark Michael

My copy of Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book is battered
and stained. A constant companion since my earliest

days as an Episcopalian, it has pointed me to God through
difficult times of discernment, the death of loved ones, and
many of my life’s greatest joys. I greeted the news of its
pending revision with the suspicion associated with a
change to grandma’s pie-crust recipe or a new route to the
family vacation spot at the beach.
But the new edition — edited by David Cobb of Ascen-

sion Church, Chicago, and Derek Olsen — has exceeded
my expectations. In his preface, Cobb notes his “genuine af-
fection” for the book, which shines through this very care-
ful and gentle revision of one of the greatest spiritual clas-
sics produced within the American Church. The new
volume is more than 100 pages longer, beautifully designed,
and a convenient size.
Above all, the new edition is a tribute to the devotional

usefulness of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. The work’s
opening section defines its purpose, in part, as helping
Christians “prepare for and participate in public liturgy
thoughtfully.” Past editions of Saint Augustine’s Prayer
Book claimed to be a “devotional companion to the Book of
Common Prayer” but relegated the prayer book to the shad-
ows.
The new edition is consistent about the prayer book’s ter-

minology (Holy Eucharist, not Mass), its calendar and
Psalter, and its distinctive revision of the Daily Office and
baptismal theology. One of the work’s strongest new addi-
tions is a detailed commentary on the devotional use of the
prayer book’s calendar and its eucharistic rite.
This edition reflects how mainstream traditional Catholic

devotion has become within the Episcopal Church. Pub-
lished by Forward Movement, it uses language easily ac-
cessible to all Episcopalians. A work of greater confidence,
it avoids the sectarian contrast between “proper parishes”
and the wider church that ran beneath the surface of pred-
ecessor versions. The revisers may be overly optimistic in
assuming that regular participation in the worship of any
Episcopal parish will equip a person to use the book intel-
ligently, but they have lowered barriers to success.
There is a great deal of excellent new material. A fine se-

ries of “arrow prayers,” single-sentence prayers for repeti-
tion, has been compiled from Scripture. The examinations
of conscience, both the brief form for daily use and the ex-

Catholic Piety 
for Episcopalians

Try swapping pulpits 
with another preacher.

BOOKS BOOKS
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tended form for preparing for a con-
fession, are penetrating and compre-
hensive, and avoid both the mecha-
nistic and vacuous tendencies one
finds so often in these resources.

There are many new devotional
prayers, especially from medieval
Western and Anglican sources.
Christina Rossetti’s “Litany of the In-
carnate Life” was an especially beau-
tiful discovery, as was a devotional
poem of Traherne’s, which acclaims
the cross as “the abyss of wonders,
the house of wisdom, the throne of
love, the theater of joys, and the
place of sorrows.” The seasonal de-
votions are especially expanded, and
help give the work a more pro-
nounced scriptural and liturgical
character.

There are some significant revi-
sions and deletions. Older ver-

sions maintained an exotic collection
of tidbits from pre-conciliar Roman
Catholic devotion, and these have
been excised. Holy Hour materials,
devotions to the Sacred Heart, and
novenas have been curtailed. The very
word sweet has vanished. In a devo-
tional context, it may have inevitably
conjured languishing Victorian spin-
sters, but I will miss ending the Holy
Hour with “Sweet Sacrament, good
night!”

Rather more troubling is a tendency
to soften the hard edges of traditional
devotion. The work’s cherished open-
ing exhortation, “Remember Christian
Soul,” converts “a body to mortify” to
“a body to use rightly” and “the world
to despise” to “the world to enjoy.” The
new version also lacks, alas, “devils to
combat” and “passions to subdue.”

Even sadder was the deletion of the

poignant “Prayer of Universal Peti-
tion,” which I wrote out and affixed to
my desk years ago: “Show to me, O
my God, the nothingness of this world,
the greatness of heaven, the shortness
of time, and the length of eternity.”
While some pastoral concession was
inevitable, one must search hard in the
new edition to learn that the libidos of
Christians might be subject to any
fixed laws.

The piety of sacrifice and spiritual
combat has, of course, fallen on hard
times throughout the Christian world,
at least in the West. The Imitatio
Christi and “Onward Christian Sol-
diers” are scarce among Roman
Catholics and mainline Protestants.
This edition’s new language avoids of-
fense, but it’s less likely to provoke
transforming sanctity. The gentle piety
of middle-class people with impecca-
ble good taste: is that all that’s left to
us?

This edition of Saint Augustine’s
Prayer Book, with its firmly liturgical
piety, polished cadences, and world-
affirming spiritual vision, is most cer-
tainly a useful book for Episcopalians.
Many Anglo-Catholics who have re-
mained in the Episcopal Church have
fought hard to earn a place at our little
table, and this book reflects a triumph
in that struggle. Its revisions, though,
have also blunted the book’s sharp
edges and tamed its distinctive chal-
lenge. The book is solidly Episco-
palian, but rather less Catholic. This
may be a victory of sorts for the Anglo-
Catholic movement, but not without
its costs.

The Rev. Mark Michael is interim rec-
tor of St. Timothy’s Church in Hern-
don, Virginia.
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Review by Jason A. Fout

Everybody knows that the church in Britain is in massive decline and that, no
matter how much American churches struggle, it is much worse there. Every-

body knows this. The only problem is that what we think we know is not altogether
true.
There has been for quite some time a strongly pessimistic streak about the

church in British lands. And while evidence shows there has been long-term de-
cline in attendance and membership in the United Reformed Church, the Church
of Scotland, and the Church of England, this volume of collected essays shows that
this is not the entire story.
Part of the overall argument that editor David Goodhew is developing is that the

“secularization thesis” — the notion that as nations progress, religion comes to
have decreasing influence or authority and eventually disappears — has become
accepted as indisputable even by the church’s leaders, with the result that the
church has taken on an “eschatology of decline” and an “ecclesiology of fatalism”
(p. 19). And so theory becomes theology, which becomes destiny.

Church Growth 
in Britain

1980 to the Present
Edited by David Goodhew. 

Ashgate Contemporary
Ecclesiology Series. 

Ashgate. Pp. 286. $34.95

Rethinking Decline

BOOKS
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Against this, Goodhew and the con-
tributors argue not that there has
been no decline, but that the story is
much more complex than the secu-
larization thesis would suggest: while
there has been numerical decline in
some measure, there has also been
significant and sometimes surprising
numerical growth. Moreover, the de-
cline has not been uniform or univer-
sal. There are differences among eth-
nic groups: black, Asian, and other
minority ethnic churches have shown
growth, while others have declined.
New churches, whether Fresh Ex-
pressions, church plants, emerging
church groups, or newly begun free
churches, have shown growth, while
many traditional churches have de-
clined. There is noticeable regional
variation: London and the southeast
have shown remarkable strength,

while areas in the north of England,
parts of Scotland, and much of Wales
have shown decline.
This last point is particularly telling

for the secularization thesis. As John
Wolffe and Bob Jackson write in a
chapter on the Diocese of London:

If there is anywhere in this country
where the old “Christendom” has
died and where post modernity, mul-
ticulturalism (and the busy weekend)
have proceeded furthest, it is Lon-
don. If church attendance naturally
withers away in response to such so-
cial change we would expect it to be
dropping fastest in London. But that
attendance drop suddenly reversed
in the 1990s in the face of no notice-
able change in social trends in the
capital. (p. 33)

It is in socially dynamic and economi-

cally vibrant areas where church at-
tendance has shown the most vitality,
as opposed to rural, former industrial,
or other “less developed” areas.
The book focuses on growth in

mainline and new churches in Eng-
land, and then in a final section turns
to Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ire-
land. Essays examine growth among
Catholics and Baptists; in cathedrals
and Fresh Expressions; among black-
majority churches, African Pente-
costals, and in new churches in York.
The chapter on London may be of

greatest interest to Episcopalians and
other Anglicans. Wolffe and Jackson
provide historical background to the
diocese and explore its surprising
growth and the factors behind it. Mem-
bership in the Diocese of London rose
by more than 70 percent in the 20
years after 1990, overshadowing the
growth of any other diocese in the

BOOKS
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North Atlantic provinces of the Angli-
can Communion in that time. Like-
wise, the chapter by George Lings on
Fresh Expressions of Church and
church-planting in the Church of Eng-
land is particularly interesting.
The message of the book is clear:

there is genuine growth in parts of the
church in Britain, but this is no cause
for blithe optimism. These signs of
growth do not refute the observations
of widespread decline. Yet the book’s
contributors show conclusively that
the story of the British church is much
more complex than a reductive secu-
larization thesis would have it: the
church is not simply withering away,
but both declining and flourishing. If
the church has good news and new
life in God to offer, then it would do
well to move beyond an eschatology
of decline and an ecclesiology of fatal-
ism.

The Rev. Jason A. Fout is associate
professor of Anglican theology at Bex-
ley Seabury Seminary Federation.

Membership 
in the Diocese 
of London rose 
by more than 
70 percent 
in the 20 years 
after 1990, 
overshadowing 
the growth 
of any other 
diocese in the 
North Atlantic 
provinces of 
the Anglican 
Communion
in that time. 
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Review by George Sumner

Martyn Percy assumes that the
college where he was a princi-

pal, Cuddesdon, represents the best
of Anglicanism, and so he places its
approach at the center of our whole
tradition. This is an instinct I can
identify with, one that may be re-
quired of the successful college prin-
cipal. The claim is most true insofar
as any traditional college is what an-
thropologist Etienne Wenger would
call a “community of practice” merg-
ing teaching, praying, and life to-
gether. This book collects essays
originally related to his community,
but now presented as a lens to un-
derstand its larger tradition.
And through that lens what kind of

Anglicanism does Percy see? One de-
fined by those most British of quali-
ties, tact, politeness, and the sup-
pression of extremes. There was a
time when I felt such a definition de-
served a stinging retort. Stephen
Sykes, after all, taught us that such
definitions cannot evade the hard
work of theology. A historian would
remind us of all those lawsuits the
parties inflicted on one another in the
19th century. Those muted Brits were
also running an Empire.
But in the early 21st century, in the

Episcopal Church, such a definition
evokes in me mostly a wistfulness at
“the remembrance of things past.”
Percy’s rider about deferring in con-
versations to those with less power
has more and more to commend it,
as does his approval of William
Sachs’s worry that the importation of
the strident language of rights mili-
tates against theological diversity.
Percy’s interest in sociology and

The Prior 
Epoch
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close readings of local communities
dovetail with his recurring interest in
secularization. He has listened well
to scholars like David Martin and
Grace Davie. Religiosity was not so
ubiquitous in the prior epoch, nor so
absent in the present, as some would
suppose. His advice to think harder
about calls to action arising from this
assumption is fair enough.
Percy seeks to be balanced and lib-

eral-minded, and suddenly this pops
out, in a comment about Fresh Ex-
pressions: “Too much is their theol-
ogy all about Beautiful Me, as if stuck
in spiritual aspic.” Fresh Expres-
sions’ ecclesiology could stand some
interrogation. But the associational
and evangelical strain of Anglicanism
that hearkens back to Methodists,
the CMS, and charismatics, as well
as Fresh Expressions, is precisely
one of the elements our tradition
holds in equipoise. Percy liking com-
prehensiveness, except the parts he
does not like, makes him a lot like
the rest of us.

The Rev. George Sumner, principal
and Helliwell Professor of World
Mission at Wycliffe College, Univer-
sity of Toronto, is Bishop-elect of
Dallas.
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Review by Stephen Platten

This is an intriguing book to
fathom. It has the feel of a

reworked doctoral dissertation, so
the first chapter presents a carefully
argued appraisal of Jürgen Haber-
mas’s Theory of Communicative
Action, which serves as a very use-
ful and balanced introduction.
Brigham’s thesis is that Habermas’s
theory can be a most profitable
entrée into a new approach to ecu-
menical endeavour. In preparation
for her main argument, she indicates
how, in at least two stages, Haber-
mas has become more open to and
appreciative of the role of religion in
public life and discourse. She sus-
pects, however, that Habermas alone

will still not deliver all that is required
and so she brings to her aid the work
of feminist writers Leyla Benhabib
and Carol Gilligan. Brigham offers a
critique of Gilligan and refers to the
narrative theory of Maria Pia Lara.
On this basis Brigham offers a
revised form of Habermas’s theory as
a structure for ecumenical dialogue.
Throughout her analysis, Brigham

has one eye over her shoulder to the
contribution of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) to ecumenical the-

ology and encounter, across a period
of almost 70 years. She believes that
one of the WCC’s earliest papers on
faith and order, the so-called Toronto
Statement, remains the most signifi-
cant in establishing principles for ec-
umenical rapprochement: she be-
lieves it is broad, assuming fewer
fixed principles set by churches com-
mitted to the episcopal ordering of
the Church. So, one description of
this book might be simply “a dialogue
between the Toronto Statement and

Habermas and Ecumenism
Sustaining the Hope of Unity

Ecumenical Dialogue in a Postmodern Word
By Erin M. Brigham. Liturgical Press. Pp. vi +168. $29.95
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a critical appraisal of Habermas’s
Communicative Action Theory.”
To sharpen her argument, Brigham

introduces two instances of how not
to set up ecumenical engagement.
The first, from the Patristic period, is
that of Zeno’s Henotikon of 482; the
second, from the mediaeval period,
is that of the Council of Florence in
1442. She criticises the Henotikon
for its intentional ambiguity, which
led to a deliberate fudging of the is-
sues and hence no real progress: it
marked a misuse of power, she ar-
gues. Similarly the Council of Flo-
rence misused power by establish-
ing unbalanced representation of
the Church, from east and west. In
both cases there was, she suggests,
manipulation and an ignoring of
non-theological factors. Her cri-
tique is entirely fair, but it is not ob-
vious that Communicative Action
Theory is necessary to arrive at
these conclusions, which Brigham
herself accepts are fairly obvious.
The second half of the book

presents a detailed account of
some key milestone documents
produced by the World Council of
Churches, beginning with the
Toronto Statement and moving
through to the 2005 paper The Na-
ture and Mission of the Church: A
Stage on the Way to a Common
Statement. Brigham assesses the
strengths and weaknesses of the
1982 Lima Statement Baptism, Eu-
charist and Ministry, which she
criticises for allowing too much to
episcopally ordered churches and
the theology that underpins their
polity.
This is a very useful volume, both

in its clear and critical analysis of
Habermas and in its similarly careful
appraisal of the contribution of the
World Council of Churches. Brigham
does not, however, give a clear
enough worked example of how pre-
cisely Communicative Action Theory
might be used in ecumenical dia-
logue, although she does establish a

clear logic of how it might be prof-
itable.
Further caveats: History suggests

that Brigham’s expectations of the
WCC’s contribution to the ultimate
aim of “full visible unity” are unreal-
istic. The WCC has still not inte-
grated Faith and Order and Life and
Work within its own structures; in-
deed, there is, as yet, no tangible ev-
idence for the council delivering
greater unity between different theo-
logical and ecclesiological traditions. 

Furthermore, the greatest strides
in ecumenical theological engage-
ment until now have been made
through bilateral dialogue. Brigham
makes a brief reference to Roman
Catholic–Ancient Orthodox dialogue,
but other encounters, including no-
tably the three phases of the Angli-
can–Roman Catholic International
Commission, have yielded much
progress through the use of com-
munion or koinonia theology, which
she celebrates. Maybe a second book
could respond to these lacunae?

The Rt. Rev. Stephen Platten is rector
of St. Michael’s Cornhill in the City
of London and an honorary assis-
tant bishop in the Diocese of London.

History suggests 
that Brigham’s 
expectations of 
the WCC’s 
contribution to 
the ultimate aim 
of “full visible unity”
are unrealistic. 
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neighborhood many would likely not
enter otherwise. Such bridge building
marks a continuing challenge for the
diocese. Its 45 congregations minis-
ter to a wide range of communities
across a 200-mile stretch, from high-
tech enclaves in Silicon Valley to
poor rural farming towns in the Cen-
tral Valley. Coming together as a dio-
cese requires travel, intentionality,
and commitment.
For such purposes, Episcopalians

now have a centrally located head-
quarters, one that allows for new types
of partnerships and hospitality. The
diocese has opened Sargent House to
the Monterey County Historical Soci-
ety for meetings in the conference
room. The diocese has offered the
chapel to domestic violence victims as
a place to pray between meetings at
the district attorney’s offices located
one block away.
“We do hope we can be a pastoral

presence, particularly in the civic life,
because we’re right there,” Gray-
Reeves said.

The restoration already stands as a
testament to the belief that Salinas
has a bright future despite its chal-
lenges. Older, historic homes in the
area often have not tended to be well
maintained or restored, Bishop Gray-
Reeves said. Against that backdrop,
the Sargent House restoration stands
as an exception and a sign of hope.
“It is stimulating the restoration of

some other homes,” Gray-Reeves said.
“That is a very good thing for Salinas.”

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Ministry of Presence in Salinas
(Continued from page 11)

Tourism boosters in the town of East
Haddam, Connecticut, are hitting a
stumbling block as they vie to capi-
talize on what some believe is a mile-
stone anniversary for the steeple bell
at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.
The problem: St. Stephen’s be-

lieves the town might be wrong when
it claims the bell, marked “ano de
815” on one side, was in fact cast
1,200 years ago.
The Rev. Adam Yates, rector of St.

Stephen’s, is “increasingly unconfi-
dent about it,” he said, especially as
he studies experts’ analyses, which
have piled up in a file for more than a
century. The congregation used to
tout the bell as an ancient treasure,
but no more.
“We’ve been kind of backing away

from that claim,” Yates said. “We’re
not pushing, Come to St. Stephen’s
and see the Western Hemisphere’s or

North America’s oldest bell.”
But the Town of East Haddam has

other ideas. Promotional brochures
and guides to town history promote
the bell as a 1,200-year-old tourist at-
traction, conveniently located next
to the Nathan Hale Schoolhouse.
“It was cast in 815 by Corales,” said

Karl Stofko, historian for the town of
East Haddam. “It was cast in Spain. It
states this on the bell itself. As far as
we know, this is the oldest one, date-
wise, in existence in the Americas.”
Having an anniversary event might

help the local tourism economy, but
the congregation has no plans for
such fanfare. Those who visit will find
no plaque, no formal tour. Instead the
people of St. Stephen’s are trying to
walk a fine line between letting a lo-
cal legend keep its charming appeal
and taking pains not to perpetuate it.
According to Stofko, the bell was

Sargent House
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by Jay Crouse , Diocese of Southwest Florida

The renewal of the church in the 21st 
century will only take place when men 
in the church are equipped to reach the 
unchurched man. Men and the Church: 
Is There a Future? leads the way to this 
renewed, local church future. 

Available in Kindle, Nook and Paperback: 
amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com

Jay Crouse casts a vision of a promising future for all 
men in the life of the local church. 

St. Stephen’s bell

(Continued on page 51)

cast for a Spanish monastery and
was seized almost 1,000 years later
by Napoleon’s army. By the mid-
1830s, it was serving as ballast on a
ship bound for New York, where a
businessman from East Haddam
bought it at auction and later gave it
to St. Stephen’s. If Stofko’s account is
accurate, then the bell likely would
be the Western Hemisphere’s oldest.
For more than a century, however,

experts who have examined the bell
have doubted claims about its age.
As early as 1900, campanologist
Arthur Nichols concluded that “if this
bell is dated from the ninth century, it
is inconceivable that its lettering
should be otherwise than in Latin.”
He believed it was part of a set, but
not an ancient one.
“This date records the birth of the

saint to whom the bells as a whole
are dedicated,” he writes in his as-
sessment. Another theory holds that
it was made in 1815 but the “1” be-
fore the “8” got rubbed out.
Though Yates doubts the 815 dat-

ing, he gladly shows visitors the bell
and tells them the tale of its origins in
Medieval Spain. “We’re not really
sure how old it is,” he tells them.
“This is one of those things that

has a life of its own beyond the
church and in the town at large or
even the surrounding communities,”
Yates said. “Somehow the story got
out there, and it’s a good story, so it
needs to be retold and it perpetuates,
even though we’re not pushing it any-
more.”
Stofko sees no need for qualifiers.

He dismisses the idea that the bell
might have been made after 815.
Could it have been a reproduction?
No, he says, because no one would
have had a motive for casting a
replica of a ninth-century bell.
“There have been one or two peo-
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ple … who challenged that the bell is
really that old,” Stofko said with a
chuckle. “There’s always going to be
people like that.”

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

New Generosity
in England
Scots long had a standing joke: coins
in the church collection meant the
presence of English visitors. In the
last decade or so, however, the scene
has begun to change. Members of the
Church of England are beginning to
take stewardship to heart.
Figures released at the end of July

show that total giving for 2013 hit a
record £953 million (U.S. $1.476 bil-
lion) to cover the church’s central
mission and ministry costs. The
funds came from a combination of
regular and one-off donations, as
well as investments and legacies.
It signals an increase of £24m from

figures in 2012. In addition to sup-
porting the church’s work at local,
diocesan, and national levels, parishes
continued to give more than £46m to
other organizations around the world,
from food banks and children’s chari-
ties to relief and development.
Says John Preston, the church’s na-

tional stewardship adviser: “In the con-
text of income, the average ‘church
member’ contributed 3.3 percent of
their income to the church: 2.9 percent
to general funds, and a further 0.4 per-
cent to special purpose funds for build-
ing maintenance and youth work.”
Church members also contribute

generously in kind to community
work, he said.
Preston said the church is experi-

encing a culture change in giving pat-
terns: “Giving has tripled from the 1.1
percent we saw 35 years ago.”
But Preston is under no allusions.

The baseline is still low, he said, and
“the challenge to give generously re-
mains.”
One important change is the way

(Continued on next page)
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e Diocese of Albany is one church fo-
cused on fulfilling the Great Command-
ment and the Great Commission, moving
from membership to discipleship, and
equipping, emboldening, and sending dis-
ciples to make disciples. We are Anglo-
Catholic, Evangelical, and Charismatic
Christians working together to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, both at home and
abroad for the building up of the Kingdom
of God. We are committed to helping to
bring a Bible-reading revival into the
Church. We believe in the power of prayer.
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Episcopalians living across southern Ala-
bama and the panhandle of northwest
Florida belong to the Diocese of the Central
Gulf Coast, which encompasses 62 churches
and includes approximately 20,000 parish-
ioners who worship and serve in the name
of Jesus Christ.  e Diocese of the Central
Gulf Coast was organized in 1970 by carving
out the southern part of the Diocese of Ala-
bama and the western section of the Diocese
of Florida. e Rt. Rev. James Russell
Kendrick became the fourth bishop of the
diocese on July 25. 
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diocesan finance committees assess
payments to central funds. Critics of-
ten called the traditional system a
“tax on success”; a levy calculated as
a proportion of parish income could
discourage local mission.
When Archbishop Justin Welby

was still Bishop of Durham, he moved
the diocese toward voluntary giving
and income increased. Gradually
other dioceses have followed suit.
For hundreds of years the Church

of England has drawn on inherited
assets to pay its clergy and care for
its buildings. A lot of people in the
pews still think parishes are sup-
ported by the Church Commission-
ers. In truth, the Commissioners’ re-
sources can no longer even cover
clergy pensions.
In the United States charitable giv-

ing is a way of reducing an individ-
ual’s tax bill. Giving to charity does
not reduce one’s tax in the U.K. In-
stead, the government returns tax
payable to designated churches or
charities, so a basic taxpayer’s £10
gift becomes £12.

John Martin

Liturgists Note Revisions
After meeting in Montreal on Aug. 3
to 8, the International Anglican Litur-

gical Consultation issued a commu-
niqué that takes note of liturgical re-
vision in various provinces.
Provincial reports, the commu-

niqué said, “indicated a significant
move in a number of provinces to-
wards the revision of prayer books,
hymnals, and liturgical texts, which
emphasized the importance of this
gathering for the sharing of knowl-
edge, resources, and process. Al-
though a number of Provinces are en-
gaging in such revision, often these
efforts are hampered by inadequate
financial and human resources.”
The full communiqué is available

on TLC’s website.

Conciliation Recommended
Three church officers have an-
nounced a reference panel’s decision
on charges filed against the Rt. Rev. J.
Jon Bruno, Bishop of Los Angeles.
In a letter to attorney William F.

Kroener III of Sullivan and Cromwell
LLP, who represents the parties try-
ing to preserve the congregation of St.
James the Great in its Newport Beach
location, the leaders wrote on Aug. 10:
“A process of Conciliation will be
framed in the next few weeks, and it
will be discussed with you and Bishop
Bruno at that time. In the interim pe-
riod, the Panel would like to urge all
parties to consider their actions as
they may be detrimental to the work
of the Conciliation Process.”

(Continued from previous page)
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Appointments
The Rev. Paul E. Adler is rector of St.

Alban, 6769 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia, PA
19128.
The Rev. Margaret Austin is priest-in-

charge of St. Timothy’s, 1101 Belle Alliance
Dr., LaPlace, LA 70068.
The Rev. Tim Backus is rector of St. Fran-

cis, 1 St Francis Dr., Gulf Breeze, FL 32561.
The Rev. Ricardo Bailey is vicar of

Emmaus House Chapel, 1017 Hank Aaron
Dr. S.W., Atlanta, GA 30315.
The Rev. Deacon Steven M. Balke, Jr., is

curate at St. Paul’s, 515 Columbus Ave.,
Waco, TX 76701.
The Rev. Yamily Bass-Choate is missioner

for Latino and Hispanic ministry in the
Diocese of New York, 1047 Amsterdam
Ave., New York, NY 10025.
The Rev. Edwin Beckham is rector of

Church of the Good Shepherd, 4140 Clark
St., S.W., Covington, GA 30014.
The Rev. Jeremy Bergstrom is director of

vocations for the Diocese of Dallas, 1630
N. Garrett Ave., Dallas, TX 75206; priest-in-
charge at St. Christopher’s, 7900 Lovers
Lane, Dallas, TX 75225; and Anglican-track
director at Redeemer Seminary, 6060 N.
Central Expy. #700, Dallas, TX 75206.
The Rev. Kenneth Boccino is deacon at St.

George’s, 550 Ridgewood Rd., Maplewood,
NJ 07040.
The Rev. William Bruggeman is interim

pastor at Ascension St. Matthews, 522
Homestead Blvd., Price, UT 84501.
The Rev. Abigail Buckley is assistant rec-

tor and Oregon State University campus
chaplain at Good Samaritan, 333 NW 35th
St., Corvallis, OR 97330.
The Rev. Eletha Buote-Greig is interim

priest at Nativity, 45 Howard St., Northbor-
ough, MA 01532.
The Rev. Jay Burkardt is associate rector

at St. Paul’s, 25 Westminster Rd.,
Rochester, NY 14607.
The Rev. Lauren Flowers Byrd is priest-in-

charge of St. Francis of the Islands, 590
Walthour Rd., Savannah, GA 31410.
The Rev. Wendy Porter Cade is chaplain of

St. Benedict’s Day School, 2160 Cooper
Lake Rd. SE, Smyrna, GA 30080.
The Rev. Canon Tom Callard is priest-in-

charge of Christ Church Cathedral, 35
Chestnut St., Springfield MA 01103.
The Rev. Brent Carey is interim rector of

St. Mark’s, 134 Division Ave. N., Grand
Rapids, MI 49503.
The Rev. Catherine Carpenter is rector of

Grace, 110 Oswego St., Baldwinsville, NY
13027.
The Rev. Daniel M. Cenci is rector of St.

Paul’s/Good News Lutheran Mission, 110
W. Main St., Clinton, NC 28328.
The Rev. Canon Frank Clark is interim

rector at St. Philip’s in the Hills, 440 N

Campbell Ave, Tucson, AZ 85718.
Anne Clarke is lifelong Christian forma-

tion coordinator for the Diocese of North-
ern California, 350 University Ave., Ste.
280, Sacramento, CA 95825.
The Rev. Geoffrey Copeland is interim rec-

tor of St. Bartholomew’s, 471 W. Martin-
town Rd., North Augusta, SC 29841.
The Rev. Stephen Crawford is rector of St.

Mary’s, 805 1st St., Franklin, LA 70538.
The Rev. Robert Francis S. Cristobal is

vicar of St. George & St. Matthias, 164 E.
111th St., Chicago, IL 60628.
The Rev. Lee Curtis is urban missioner at

Christ Church Cathedral, 125 Monument
Cir., Indianapolis, IN 46204.
The Rev. David Jackson is senior chap-

lain and chair of the Department of Chris-
tian Education at Christ Church School,
245 Cavalier Dr., Greenville, SC 29607.
The Rev. Curtis Johnson is vicar of Christ

Church, 1904 Greene St., Augusta, GA
30904.
The Rev. Kevin A. Johnson is priest-in-

charge of St. Alban’s, 316 W. Main St.,
Arlington, TX 76010.
The Rev. Marshall A. Jolly is rector of

Grace, 303 S. King St., Morganton, NC
28655.
The Rev. Rebecca Jones is curate of St.

Thomas, 2201 Dexter St., Denver, CO
80207, and interim director of communica-
tions and Jubilee officer for the Diocese of
Colorado.
The Rev. Polly McWilliams Kasey is priest-

in-charge at Trinity, 27 Fall St., Seneca
Falls, NY 13148.
The Rev. Charmaine Kathmann is deacon

at St. Mark’s, 3245 Manhattan Blvd., Har-
vey, LA 70058.
The Rev. Samuel N. Keyes is chaplain at

St. James School, 17641 College Rd.,
Hagerstown, MD 21740.
The Rev. Kathleen Killian is assistant rec-

tor at St. Andrew & John, 315 Main St.,
Southwest Harbor ME 04679, and St. Sav-
iour, 41 Mt. Desert St., Bar Harbor, ME
04609.
The Rev. Kimberly Knight is chaplain at

Christ School, 80 Christwood Blvd., Cov-
ington, LA 70433.
The Rev. Michael Kuhn is assistant head

of St. Martin’s School, 225 Green Acres
Rd., Metairie, LA 70003.
The Rev. Jeanne A. Leinbach is rector of

St. Paul’s, 2747 Fairmount Blvd, Cleveland
Heights, OH 44106.
The Rev. Laurie Lewis is rector of Trinity,

224 North A St., Arkansas City, KS 67005,
and Grace, 715 Millington St., Winfield, KS
67156.
The Rev. Lin Lilley is interim rector of St.

Mark’s, 910 E. 3rd Ave., Durango, CO
81301.
The Rev. Matthew Lincoln is rector of

(Continued on next page)

e Society of Mary is an international
Anglican devotional society in the
Catholic tradition. Its object is to pro-
mote devotion to the Virgin Mother of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, bearing witness to
His Holy Incarnation. is witness is ex-
pressed in devotional and liturgical prac-
tices designed to enrich the spiritual lives
of our members, and the Church’s wor-
ship and mission. 
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The Society of Mary, American Region
somamerica.org

Christ Church Cathedral
900 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 255-7729 • christcathedral.org

Founded in 1829 and
situated in the heart of
downtown Nashville,
Christ Church was
named a cathedral
parish in 1994.  e
official seat for the
Bishop of Tennessee,
Christ Church Cath-
edral is a gathering
place for prayer book-
minded Christians across Middle Ten-
nessee. e cathedral’s life is anchored in
the worship of God, offering numerous
opportunities for service and fellowship
for parishioners of all ages — urban out-
reach ministries, educational programs,
symposia, and a popular arts series. e
dean and cathedral vestry have called
parishioners to be disciples, evangelists,
servants, stewards, and friends who wel-
come the stranger, bear one another’s bur-
dens, and share in the ministry of the apos-
tles’ teaching and fellowship.

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

e Wilton Diptych (detail), c. 1395-1399
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Trinity, 374 Delaware Ave., Buffalo, NY
14202.
The Rev. Greg Lisby is rector of All

Saints, 10 Irving St., Worcester, MA 01609.
The Rev. Susan Louttit-Hardaway is

priest-in-charge of St. Andrew’s, 579
Fairview Ave., Hartwell, GA 30643.
The Rev. Deacon Benjamin B. Maddison is

curate at St. Alban’s, 305 N. 30th St., Waco,
TX 76710.
The Rev. Slaven Manning is rector of St.

Francis, 735 Old Lexington Hwy., Chapin,
SC 29036.
The Rev. Margaret Shanks is priest-in-

charge of Resurrection, 3220 Lexington
Rd., Nicholasville, Kentucky 40356.
The Rev. Josh Shipman is priest-in-

charge at St. Luke’s, 806 13th St., Altoona,
PA 16602.
The Rev. Daniel Shoemake is associate

rector of Christ Church, 1521 N. Patterson
St., Valdosta, GA 31602.
The Rev. Anne Largent Smith is priest-in-

charge of St. Mary’s, 9085 Calvine Rd.,
Sacramento, CA 95829.
The Rev. Brian E. Smith is chaplain at the

Episcopal University Center, 655 W. Jeffer-
son St, Tallahassee, FL 32304.
The Rev. Samuel J. Smith is priest-in-

charge of St. Paul’s, 29 Main St, Stock-
bridge, MA 01262.
The Rev. Rich Snow is rector of St. Timo-

thy’s, 2627 Horseshoe Dr., Alexandria, LA
71301.
The Rev. William Stafford-Whittaker is rec-

tor of St. Monica and St. James, 222 8th St.
N.E., Washington, DC 20002.
The Very Rev. William Stomski is rector of

Trinity, 200 Island Ave., Reno, NV  89501.
The Rev. Chad Sundin is the new vicar of

St. Augustine’s and chaplain for Annuncia-
tion Campus Ministry at Arizona State Uni-
versity, both at 1735 S. College Ave.,
Tempe, AZ 85281.
The Rev. Craig Swan is rector of St.

Peter’s-by-the-Sea, 72 Central St., Narra-
gansett, RI 02882.
The Rev. Christopher Szarke is rector of

St. Margaret’s, 95 Court St., Belfast, ME
04915.
The Rev. Nelson Tennison is priest-in-

charge of All Saints, 250 W. Hickory St.,
Ponchatoula, LA 70454.
The Rev. John Toles is rector of St.

Matthew’s, 518 West Randolph Ave., Enid,
OK 73701.
The Rev. Richard Towers is chaplain to

the lower school of the Episcopal School
of Dallas, 4100 Merrell Rd., Dallas, TX
75225, and Sunday associate at St. Michael
and All Angels, 8011 Douglas Ave., Dallas,
TX 75225.
The Rev. James Trimble is rector/vicar of

St. Christopher’s, 400 Dupre Dr., Spartan-
burg, SC 29307.

The Rev. Bonnie Underwood is assistant
rector at Church of the Holy Spirit, 724 Pil-
grim Mill Rd., Cumming, GA 30040.
The Rev. Ashley Urquidi is assistant rec-

tor at Old Donation, 4449 N. Witchduck
Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23455.
The Rev. Ben Varnum is rector of St.

Augustine’s, 285 S. 208th St., Elkhorn, NE
68022.
The Rev. Pickett Wall is associate priest

at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, 5220 Clemson
Ave., Columbia, SC 29206.
The Rev. Sandy Webb is rector of Holy

Communion, 4645 Walnut Grove Rd.,
Memphis, TN 38117.
The Rev. Court Williams is rector of Trin-

ity, 425 Laurel Ave., Highland Park, IL
60035.
The Rev. Stephanie Yancy is vicar of St.

Titus, 400 Moline St., Durham, NC 27707.

Ordinations
Deacons

Central New York — Lisa J. Busby
Colorado — Alwen Grace Bledsoe, Nancey

Bookstein, David C. O’Rourke, Mary Rosendale,
Jennifer Shadle, William B. Stanton, and
Pamela Stewart.

East Carolina — Rebecca Anne Bean, Carol
Ann Eaton, Pauline Ruth Peek Griffin, and Elisa
Mabley Kirby.

Hawaii — Viliami Langi and Ernesto “JaR”
Pasalo, Jr.

Kansas — Stevie Carter, Doreen Rice, Rob
Schwaller, and Arland Wallace.

Los Angeles — Nathan Allen Biornstad,
Michael Edward Corrigan, Gina Lee Gore, Peter
Pi-sen Huang, and Gregory Lloyd Millikin.

Massachusetts — Michael Bousquet,
Edward Cardoza, Jim Chapman, Aileen
DiBenedetto, Charlotte LaForest, Matthew Lin-
deman, Eric Litman, Stephen McCarthy, Yolanda
Rolle, Noah Van Niel, and Andrea Wyatt.

Milwaukee — William H. Dunlop, David
John Matlak, Clifford Dean Perkins, and Elisa-
beth A. Sinclair.

Minnesota— Caren Bedard, Cindi Brickson,
Sherry Drysdale-Schruth, Kathleen Edwards,
Tom Garrison, Eunice Koch, Craig Lemming,
Cher Lor, Nor Annie Lor, Barb Mathias, Jennifer
McNally, Anna Ostenso Moore, Bao Moua,
Karen Polyard, Mary Rowan, Joyce Rush, Con-
stance Sowah, Lynne Sprick, Betty Strong,
May Thao, Thomas Thao, Peter Thor, Darcy
Valentine, Jennifer Walding, Beth Wanamaker,
and Lisa Wiens Heinsohn.

North Carolina — Joyce Corbin Cunning-
ham, Nathan Elliott Kirkpatrick, Daniel John
Reeves, Molly McGee Short, Henry Caleb-Cole-
man Tabor, and Daniel Shea Wall.

Oklahoma — Bryan Beard, Laura Blazek,
Larry Samuel Rogers, Michael Mack Watkins,
and Jim D. Welch.

Pittsburgh — Daniel Joseph Isadore and
Christopher Garrett Yates.

Rio Grande — Thomas Schneider

(Continued from previous page)
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Sharing Christ’s Love
All Saints Church is an Episcopal
Church serving greater Washington
DC, Maryland, and Northern Virginia.
It is a community of broken and for-
given people helping others find hope,
worth, love, and peace in Jesus Christ.

All Saints seeks to develop a commu-
nity of faith through vibrant worship,
strong biblical preaching and teaching,
and opportunities for Christian disci-
pleship, service, and fellowship for all
ages. Through our exciting Kids’
Church, a thriving Sunday school, and
our Christian preschool, we are com-
mitted to passing on the Gospel to the
next generation. 

We welcome all in the unconditional
love of Christ. Please join us if you are in
the neighborhood!

All Saints Church
3 Chevy Chase Circle

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
301.654.2488

allsaintschurch.net  
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Your Parish Home
Whether you live in sunny Sarasota year-
round, stay here seasonally, or are visiting
this beautiful city on Florida’s “cultural
coast” for the first time on business or
pleasure, the Church of the Redeemer,
situated on Sarasota’s vibrant down-
town bayfront, invites and welcomes all to
worship with us.

Known for its rich liturgical life and as a
family church devoted to worship and
service, Redeemer offers Sunday worship
at 7:30, 9, and 11 a.m., and Spanish Mass
at 1 p.m. Contemporary Mass is at 5:30
p.m. Saturday. Weekdays, Mass is said
daily at 10 a.m., with additional Masses
offered Wednesday, 7:30 a.m., and urs-
day, 5:30 p.m.

roughout every season, Redeemer is
abundant with activity. e parish offers a
multitude of ways for members and guests
from the community to engage, including
world-class musicians and singers,
renowned guest lecturers and preachers,
lively and in-depth adult education and fel-
lowship, monthly Evensong, aer-school
and summer activities for children, Bible
study, book clubs, movie nights and beach
runs, and a plethora of other opportunities
for fellowship and spiritual growth.

We welcome you to our parish!

e Church of the Redeemer
e Very Rev. Frederick A. Robinson, Rector

222 South Palm Ave.
Sarasota, FL 34236

(941) 955-4263 | redeemersarasota.org
Facebook.com/RedeemerSarasota 

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor

Southern Virginia — Tyler Montgomery and
Mark Riley.

Southwest Florida — Rosalind Katherine
Hall, Pamela Hope Arnold Milhan, and Cynthia
Ann Roehl.

Texas — John Carr, Cindy Clark, Roy “Jeff”
Davis, Alexandra Easley, Madeline Shelton
Hawley, Alberto Melis, Mary Reddick, and
Brian Tarver.

Upper South Carolina— Mia Chelynn Drum-
mond McDowell.

Priests

California— Monica Whitaker, for the Dio-
cese of the Rio Grande.

Louisiana— Ashley Freeman, curate, Trin-
ity, 3552 Morning Glory Ave., Baton Rouge,
LA 70808.

Minnesota — Reed Carlson, Debbie Dehler,
Randy Johnson, David Mowers, Shannon Pre-
ston, Daniel Shoemake, and Dana Strande.

Nevada — Deborah Kempson-Thompson
Oklahoma— Thomas Andrew Dahlman and

Sean Armington Ekberg.
Pittsburgh — Walter Joseph LaLonde
Rio Grande — Chloe Chavez, Alexander

Lenzo, and Shawn Wamsley.
Southern Ohio — The Rev. Sr. Diana Don-

caster.
Utah — Susan Jean Roberts, chaplain at

University of Utah Hospital, 50 N Medical
Dr., Salt Lake City, UT 84112.

West Texas — Casey Berkhouse, assistant
rector at St. Philip’s, 343 N Getty St.,
Uvalde, TX 78801.

Western Louisiana — Michael Joseph Bor-
delon, priest associate at St. James, 1620
Murray St., Alexandria, LA 71301; and
David Seth Donald, associate, Church of the
Good Shepherd, 715 Kirkman St., Lake
Charles, LA 70601.

Wyoming— Janis Hansen and Trent Moore.

Receptions
Priests

Hawaii — The Rev. Raymond  Woo, SJ,
from the Roman Catholic Church.

Massachusetts— The Rev. Brian Raiche

Retirements
The Rev. Margaret Bates, as associate rec-

tor at St. James’, Skaneateles, NY.
The Rev. David Cabush, as rector of Good

Shepherd, Montville/Lincoln Park, NJ.
The Rev. George Cleaves, as rector of St.

Christopher’s, Grand Blanc, MI.
The Rev. Len Cowan, as rector of Nativity,

Northborough, MA.
The Rev. Steve DeGweck, as associate rector

for pastoral care at St. Luke’s, Birmingham, AL.
The Rt. Rev. Ramiro Delgado, as interim

rector at Redeemer, Eagle Pass, TX.
The Rev. Bob Gay, as deacon at Bruton

Parish, Williamsburg, VA.
The Rev. John Heinemeier, as vicar of St.

Cyprian’s, Oxford, NC.
The Rev. Canon John E. Kitagawa, as rec-

tor of St. Philip’s in the Hills, Tucson, AZ.
The Rev. Gary E.A. Lawler, as rector of St.

Anne, Morrison, IL.
Kay Collier McLaughlin, as bishop’s deputy

for leadership development and transitions
in the Diocese of Lexington.
The Rev. Christine Mottl, as rector at St.

Paul’s, Doylestown, PA.
The Very Rev. James G. Munroe, as dean of

Christ Church Cathedral, Springfield, MA.
The Rev. Don Owens, as priest-in-charge

of St. Timothy’s, LaPlace, LA, and as chair
of humanities and ethics at Tulane Univer-
sity School of Medicine, which he also
served as chaplain.
The Rev. Cherian Pulimootil, as rector of

Good Shepherd, McKenney, VA.
The Rev. Veronica Ritson, as archdeacon

of the Diocese of Arizona.
The Rev. Canon Robert Alan Schiesler, as

rector of St. Mark’s, Grand Rapids.
The Rev. Jackie Schmitt, as rector of St.

David’s in DeWitt, NY.
The Very Rev. Harriette Simmons, as rector

of Christ Church, Macon, GA, to become
chaplain at St. Anne’s Terrace, 3100 North-
side Pkwy. NW, Atlanta, GA 30327.
The Very Rev. H. Gregory Smith, as rector

of St. Luke’s, Germantown, Philadelphia.
The Rev. David Thompson, as rector of St.

Bartholomew’s, Augusta, GA.

NNOOTTIICCEE: MOVING SERVICES

Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net • skip@custommovers.net
““MMoovviinngg EEppiissccooppaall cclleerrggyy ttoo nneeww mmiinniissttrriieess ssiinnccee 11998822..””

Clergy discounts   • Only one survey/ 3 estimates   • Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans   • Late pick-up/delivery penalties*

Internet satellite tracking   • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752
*Certain Restrictions apply



SUNDAY’S READINGS | 15 Pentecost, September 6
First reading and psalm: Prov. 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 • Ps. 125

Alternate: Isa. 35:4-7a • Ps. 146 • James 2:1-10(11-13), 14-17 • Mark 7:24-37

Jesus Crossed Borders

Jesus traveled abroad. We usuallythink of his ministry in a Jewish
context. Mark’s gospel tells of Jesus
visiting what we now call Lebanon
and then going into the region of the
Ten Cities, semi-autonomous city-
states influenced by Roman and
Greek culture. First-century Jews
lumped together all non-Jews, Gen-
tiles, as foreigners, unclean and to
be avoided. If there is one consis-
tent sin in human history, a sin por-
trayed very early on in the Bible with
the story of the Tower of Babel, it is
xenophobia, as present today as at
any other stage in history.
These two miracles stand out. Je-

sus makes whole people who were
regarded as inferior. Note the con-
nection in the first miracle between
a Gentile and a dog. We think of
dogs as loved pets, almost family
members. In Jesus’ time, dogs were
regarded as vermin. The Arab
woman was so desperate that she
invaded Jesus’ space while he ate
with his friends, knelt, and begged
Jesus to heal her daughter. She
abased herself, took on the posture
of a begging dog hanging around a
table at mealtime. Seizing on that,
Jesus uses the metaphor to question
the faith of this person so desperate
that she braved rejection. Jesus used
her answer, witty and brave, to teach
his disciples a lesson. He offered a
glimpse of a reality only fully real-
ized when the Risen Lord challenges
his followers to take the good news
into all the world.
In the Decapolis, the Ten Cities,

Jesus encounters another Gentile in
need. As in the healing of the Arab
woman’s daughter, Jesus heals in
private. A deaf man hears and
speaks for the first time. Although
Jesus asks the man to tell no one,
the healed man bursts with joy and
shouts aloud to all who will listen:
“He has done everything well; he
even makes the deaf to hear and the

mute to speak.”
Perhaps our insularity is of a dif-

ferent sort. We have faith and we
gather in church with others who
share our faith. Yes, we put a wel-
come sign outside the building and
advertise in the local paper, but we
assume that other people in what we
view as our secular life would not fit
in, would not be interested in the
culture of our “holy club.”
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you

with all our hearts; for, as you al-
ways resist the proud who confide
in their own strength, so you never
forsake those who make their boast
of your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Look It Up
Read Mark 7:24-37.

Think About It
How many people do we neglect,
even when they are hurting, because
they are not Episcopalians?
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 16 Pentecost, September 13
First reading and psalm: Prov. 1:20-33 • Ps. 19

Alternate: wis. 7:26-8:1 or Isa. 50:4-9a • Ps. 116:1-8 • James 3:1-12 • Mark 8:27-38

Weak, Flawed, and Chosen

We make heroes of winners:
“loser” is an expression of

contempt. It’s the Jesus who wins,
who triumphs against the world, the
flesh, and the devil, to whom we
cling. It’s the Jesus who heals, feeds,
and raises the dead who inspires us.
Perhaps we prefer Christ the King
crucifixes to those portraying the
dying Jesus, or just plain crosses,
forgetting that the cross is a noose,
an electric chair, an inserted needle.
What sort of religion uses a means of
execution as its symbol?
Jesus takes his disciples to border

country, to the very edge of the Holy
Land. Situated at the base of Mt.
Hermon, on the road to Tyre where
Jesus healed the Arab woman’s
child, the city was inhabited by Gen-
tiles and was the site of a shrine to
Pan. Rather than enter the city, Je-
sus seems to have used Mt. Hermon
as a symbol. The plateau beneath
the mountain is scattered with the
remains of pagan shrines, some ded-
icated to Baal, whose cult we en-
counter in the Old Testament. Three
springs flow from the mountain
range, feeding the River Jordan.
“Who do people think I am?” The

disciples give the stock reply: some
think you are Elijah, the prophet
who confronted the Baal cult. Some
think you are John the Baptist, who
ministered by the banks of the River
Jordan. “Who do you think I am?”
Simon blurts out: “You are the
Anointed One.” Jesus commends Si-
mon Peter but goes on to predict his
own suffering and death. Peter is
shocked. He wants a Messiah who
destroys the pagan occupiers and re-
stores the kingdom. And so the rock,
the human example of Mt. Hermon,
is devastatingly rebuked. “Get be-
hind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”
Jesus tells his followers that they

must deny themselves, take up their

crosses, lose their lives, and follow
him for his sake and the sake of his
good news. It is easy to regard these
demands as a standard, one not nor-
mally attained except by extraordi-
nary people, saints, or members of
religious communities. Perhaps in
Lent we may give up cheese or wine,
but on the whole Anglicans are not
well-known for self-denial, for em-
bracing suffering for the sake of the
gospel. Like St. Peter, we set our
minds not on divine things but on
human things.
Jesus is not annoyed with Peter.

He has made him the rock, the foun-
dation of the Church. Despite Peter’s
later betrayal, once chosen, he con-
tinues until his martyrdom as the
leader: flawed, sometimes weak, of-
ten vacillating, but always chosen.
We too have been chosen when we
were baptized. We live in a world lit-
tered with the evidences of pagan
cults and human tragedy. We have
been chosen to be rocks, immovable
symbols of the living Jesus, from
whom flows the waters of baptism
and the remission of sins. We too are
weak, flawed, vacillating people.
Without the Messiah, we are unable
to please the Father. And so we pray
that God will enable us to overcome
our follies as he directs and rules
our lives.
O God, because without you we

are not able to please you, merci-
fully grant that your Holy Spirit
may in all things direct and rule
our hearts; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Look It Up
Read Mark 8:27-38.

Think About It
What elements in your life stand in
the way of your following Jesus?

Resources for All
Historically focused on evangelism, serv-
ice, and reconciliation, the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Texas seeks to be a resource for our
congregations and the broader church. 

Several foundations support unique and
inspired ministries for growth within our
congregations, new church plants, and the
expansion of missional communities into a
diversity of settings to bring the Gospel to
a world in need. Episcopal Health Foun-
dation continues to reach into the 57
counties of the Diocese to support and en-
courage initiatives that bring health and
wellness. 

The Diocese is in formal partnership
with the Dioceses of North Dakota, Costa
Rica, and S. Malawi, while additional mis-
sion work is carried out in additional
countries in Central and South America,
Africa, and throughout the United States. 

CampAllen welcomes more than 1,900
summer campers and hosts an additional
52,000 guests at conferences, retreats, and
events annually, including the House of
Bishops, Fortune 500 companies, univer-
sities, and state agencies. 

The Invite, Welcome, Connect ministry
trains congregations to actively engage vis-
itors and incorporate them into the life of a
parish.  Videos and checklists are online.

Sharing Faith Dinners will be celebrated in
a dozen dioceses across the country on May
19, 2016. The event brings people together in
small groups around a simple meal to talk
about their faith experiences.  

The LOGOS Project, featuring speakers
like Sr. Joan Chittester and Barbara
Crafton, offers short videos and small
group questions for adult education. 

We understand our apostolic work is to
become agents of transformation in the
world and to use our gifts to form leaders for
the Church today and in the future.  All re-
sources can be found on www.epicenter.org.

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor

Camp Allen

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas
1225 Texas Avenue, Houston, TX 77002

(800) 318-4452 • www.epicenter.org
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C LA S S I F I E D S

Church Pew refinishing Pew refinishing specialists
since 1972. Nations Oldest, Largest. www.keckgroup.com
888-253-KECK

FlaGS and BannErS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail
at festflags@aol.com.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

ParT-TIME rECTOr, St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church, northport, MI.We seek a part-time ordained,
experienced Episcopal priest for a small ecumenically
oriented parish located in Michigan’s beautiful Lee-
lanau Peninsula.  We are an inclusive, educated, com-
mitted congregation, many of whom are now retired.
Responsibilities include celebration of weekly services,
strategic leadership of the congregation, pastoral care,
and commitment to active community outreach.  This
position could be full time in a shared ministry with
nearby Bethany Lutheran Church. For more information
contact the OTM Episcopal Diocese of Western Michi-
gan (wspaid@edwm.org) or Ed Ruffley, St. Christo-
pher’s Search Committee, eruff9@gmail.com.

aSSOCIaTE rECTOr — COMMunITy lIFE:
Saint luke’s Parish, darien, CT, a large, active Epis-
copal church, is seeking a full-time Associate Rector for
Community Life, with primary responsibility for
Inreach and Outreach programs. The successful candi-
date will be a strong advocate for leading our congrega-
tion to grow in faith through service. Parish housing is
provided. For more information and a job description,
look for the Associate Search tab on our website:
www.saintlukesdarien.org

aSSISTanT PrOFESSOr: Seminary of the South-
west in austin, TX invites applications by October 15,
2015 for assistant professor of counselor education begin-
ning Fall 2016. Details are available at www.ssw.edu.

Full-TIME PrOFESSOr: Seminary of the South-
west in austin, TX invites applications by October 15,
2015 for a full-time professor of pastoral theology and
director of field education to begin Fall 2016. Details
are available at www.ssw.edu.

rECTOr: St. Mary anne’s Parish in north East,
Md is seeking a full-time Rector following the retire-
ment of our rector of 23 years. St. Mary Anne's is
located at the top of the Chesapeake Bay along the
North East Creek in a parish founded in 1706. The
parish is steeped in history and is seeking a leader who
can help develop and implement our vision for the
future. Our Outreach programs (Food Pantry, Rotating
Shelter, Garden Market), music programs, and educa-
tion programs serve our current community; we seek to
grow existing programs and expand ministries beyond
our current offerings. If you are someone who stimu-
lates people to action, who can facilitate an environment
for successful change, who is inspired to preach and
teach, and who can maximize resources to advance a
community, please visit www.stmaryanne.org and
select the Rector Search page for more information.

CanOn MISSIOnEr TO HISTOrIC BlaCK
CHurCHES: The Diocese of New Jersey seeks a Canon
Missioner to work collaboratively with Diocesan Staff,
Board of Missions and Diocesan Council in the advance-
ment of congregational development, missional identifi-
cation/fostering, new ministries, revitalization and
re-imagination of existing ministries, and radical welcom-
ing and hospitality as it pertains directly to the historic
black congregations of the diocese.  This individual will
nurture these congregations, their ministries and leader-
ship to engage more deeply in disciple-making, Christian
formation, worship, witness and ministry that will truly
connect them within their local contexts and communities.
The Baptismal Covenant and the Five Anglican Marks of
Mission will provide the framework for this transforma-
tive work. For a complete job description please see:
http://www.dioceseofnj.org/cannonmissionerHBC.
Please send cover letter, OTM Portfolio and resume to
The Rev. Canon John W. Sosnowski, Canon to the Ordi-
nary, at jsosnowski@dioceseofnj.org by September 30th.

POSITIONS OFFERED

POSITIONS OFFERED POSITIONS OFFERED

To inquire or place print
or online

classified ads, contact:
advertising@livingchurch.org   

(414) 292-1245

RENEW 
YOUR FAITH
REDISCOVER 
THE WORLD

GLOBUSFAITH.COM

Save up to $579 per 
couple on 2016 Globus 
Religious vacations*

* Book a select 2016 Globus Religious vacation (excluding Cuba) to receive 
the 10% off per person on the land-only portion of the core tour not 
including extra night accommodations, extensions, taxes, fees, tips or 
supplements. Booking must be made and under deposit between June 24 
and September 15, 2015 for travel in 2016. Offer valid with Journeys Club 
Repeat Traveler benefit. Applies to new 2016 bookings only. Offer reliant 
on space availability. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional 
restrictions may apply. May be withdrawn at any time. DSCDM

RECTOr: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, darien, Con-
necticut, is seeking a new Rector who is Charismatic,
Bible-based, Spirit-filled, and Born-again with a strong and
diverse skill set. The most important strengths we seek in
our new Rector are pastoral care, spiritual maturity, biblical
preaching, and recognition of the importance of individual
and corporate prayer. We enjoy lively worship, music, and
fellowship; and we hope to expand our outreach to the com-
munity and the world.  We draw our members from a wide
geographic area and diverse denominational backgrounds,
all uniting in an embracing service where passing The
Peace may take some time! Our mission statement is “To
Know Christ and to Make Him Known.” Our Parish Profile
may be viewed at the OTM website and at our Parish web-
site www.stpaulsdarien.org. If you feel called to serve
God’s mission at St. Paul’s, Darien, and want to help us
grow in the next exciting chapter of our life in Christ, then
we would like to be in conversation with you. Please email
your OTM profile, CV/resume, and a letter of Interest
to The rev. lee ann Tolzmann, Canon for Mission
leadership at The Episcopal Church in Connecticut
at: latolzmann@episcopalct.org. application deadline is
September 15, 2015. 

Episcopal Priests
Wanted

Full-TIME and ParT-TIME
anglo-Catholic, Evangelical, 

Charismatic

Episcopal Diocese of Albany
Email: 

Beth Strickland, TMO
estrickland@albanydiocese.org



Birmingham, Alabama
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF THE ADVENT
2017 Sixth Ave. N. • 205.251.2324
adventbirmingham.org

Vail, Colorado
CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Bradenton, Florida
CHRIST CHURCH
4030 Manatee Ave. w. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIOCESE OF FLORIDA
325 N. Market St. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

Orlando, Florida
DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
1017 E. Robinson St. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

Sarasota, Florida
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
222 South Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

Savannah, Georgia
THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH
OF ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE
1802 Abercorn St. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Savannah, Georgia
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
1 w. Macon St. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Chicago, Illinois
DIOCESE OF CHICAGO
65 E Huron St. • 312.751.4200
episcopalchicago.org

Springfield, Illinois
DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD
821 S. Second St. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

Shreveport, Louisiana
ST. MARK’S CATHEDRAL 
908 Rutherford Street • 318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Chevy Chase, Maryland
ALL SAINTS CHURCH
3 Chevy Chase Circle • 301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

St. Louis, Missouri
THE CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL
& ST. GEORGE
6345 wydown Blvd. • 314.721.1502
csmsg.org

New York, New York
EPISCOPAL CHURCH FOUNDATION
815 Second Ave. • 212.697.2858
episcopalfoundation.org

New York, New York
TRINITY wALL STREET
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, New York
DIOCESE OF wESTERN NEw YORK
1064 Brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, North Carolina
ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH
4523 Six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Cincinnati, Ohio
DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO
412 Sycamore St. • 800.582.1712
diosohio.org

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
ALL SOULS’ CHURCH
6400 N. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
DIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA
924 N. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

wayne, Pennsylvania
ST. DAVID’S CHURCH
763 S. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
S. STEPHEN’S CHURCH
114 George St. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

Nashville, Tennessee
DIOCESE OF TENNESSEE
3700 woodmont Blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

Nashville, Tennessee
ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

Sewanee, Tennessee
COMMUNITY OF ST. MARY
SOUTHERN PROVINCE
1100 St. Mary’s Lane • 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson
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THE LIVING CHURCH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).
To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.
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CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF THE ADVENT,
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GUARANTORS
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Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIOCESE OF DALLAS
1630 N. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN
THE DIVINE
2450 River Oaks Blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIOCESE OF TEXAS
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
ST. DUNSTAN’S CHURCH
14301 Stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH
717 Sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

San Antonio, Texas
CHRIST CHURCH
510 Belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

west Brattleboro, Vermont
JERUSALEM PEACEBUILDERS
P.O. Box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHEDRAL CHURCH 
OF ALL SAINTS
818 E. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

Mobile, Alabama
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
115 S. Conception St.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Denver, Colorado
ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL
1350 washington St.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN CONNECTICUT
290 Pratt Street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIST CHURCH, GEORGETOwN
31st and O Sts. Nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

Orlando, Florida
ST. MARY OF THE ANGELS
6316 Matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

Parrish, Florida
DIOCESE OF SOUTHwEST
FLORIDA
8005 25th St. E. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Pensacola, Florida
DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL
GULF COAST
201 N. Baylen St. • 850.434.7337
diocgc.org

Vero Beach, Florida
TRINITY CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

wellington, Florida
ST. DAVID’S IN THE PINES
465 west Forest Hill Blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD
2230 walton way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

South Bend, Indiana
DIOCESE OF NORTHERN
INDIANA
117 N. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Detroit, Michigan
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
2326 woodward Ave.
313.962.7358
stjohnsdetroit.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
DIOCESE OF MINNESOTA
1730 Clifton Pl., Ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIOCESE OF MISSISSIPPI
118 N. Congress St.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, New Mexico
DIOCESE OF THE RIO GRANDE
6400 Coors Blvd. Nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, New York
CHRIST CHURCH
46 River St. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, New York
DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, New York
THE CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH
296 Glen St. • 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, New York
DIOCESE OF ALBANY
580 Burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

New York, New York
GRACE CHURCH
802 Broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

New York, New York
ST. THOMAS CHURCH
FIFTH AVENUE
1 west 53rd St. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

Durham, North Carolina
ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Monroeville, Pennsylvania
DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH
4099 william Penn Hwy. Ste 502
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, South Carolina
CHURCH OF THE HOLY
COMMUNION
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, South Carolina
DIOCESE OF UPPER
SOUTH CAROLINA
1115 Marion St. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

Nashville, Tennessee
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
900 Broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Nashville, Tennessee
ST. BARTHOLOMEw’S CHURCH
4800 Belmont Park Ter.
615.377.4750
stbs.net

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD
700 S. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIOCESE OF FORT wORTH
2900 Alemeda St.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas
ST. PETER’S CHURCH
320 Saint Peter St.
830.257.8162
stpeterskerrville.com

Midland, Texas
TRINITY SCHOOL OF MIDLAND
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

San Antonio, Texas
DIOCESE OF wEST TEXAS
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

Richmond, Virginia
ST. MATTHEw’S CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org

SPONSORS
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Kinston, North Carolina
DIOCESE OF EAST CAROLINA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Fargo, North Dakota
DIOCESE OF NORTH DAKOTA
3600 25th St. S. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
ST. ANDREw’S CHURCH
5801 Hampton St. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
ST. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Knoxville, Tennessee
CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
800 S. Northshore Dr.
865.588.0589
knoxvilleascension.org

Memphis, Tennessee
DIOCESE OF wEST TENNESSEE
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH OF THE SAVIOR
110 S Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
4052 Herschel Ave.
214.528.3855
holycrossdallas.org

Denton, Texas
ST. DAVID OF wALES
623 Ector St. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Houston, Texas
ST. FRANCIS CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd. • 713.782.1270
www.sfch.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIOCESE OF NORTHwEST
TEXAS
1802 Broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

Navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLEN
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

waco, Texas
CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia
ST. JAMES’S CHURCH
1205 w. Franklin St.
804.355.1779
doers.org

Pewaukee, wisconsin
ST. BARTHOLOMEw’S CHURCH
N27 w24000 Paul Ct.
262.691.0836
stbartspewaukee.com

New Orleans, Louisiana
DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA
1623 7th St. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIOCESE OF wESTERN
LOUISIANA
335 Main St. • 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

Boston, Massachusetts
THE CHURCH OF THE ADVENT
30 Brimmer St. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

Boston, Massachusetts
DIOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS
138 Tremont St. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

Springfield, Massachusetts
DIOCESE OF wESTERN
MASSACHUSETTS
37 Chestnut St. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACE CHURCH
1815 Hall St. SE • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Las Vegas, Nevada
DIOCESE OF NEVADA
9480 S. Eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, New Hampshire
DIOCESE OF NEw HAMPSHIRE
63 Green St. • 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, New Jersey
DIOCESE OF NEw JERSEY
808 w State St. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, New York
COMMUNITY OF ST. MARY
EASTERN PROVINCE
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

New York, New York
CHURCH OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION
1 E. 29th St. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, New York
DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER
935 East Ave. • 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

Seattle, washington
DIOCESE OF OLYMPIA
1551 10th Ave. E
206.325.4200
ecww.org

Charleston, west Virginia
DIOCESE OF wEST VIRGINIA
1608 Virginia St. E
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIOCESE OF FOND DU LAC
1051 N. Lynndale Dr. Ste. 1B
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
DIOCESE OF MILwAUKEE
804 E. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028
diomil.org

Sheboygan, wisconsin
GRACE CHURCH
1011 N. 7th St. • 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

SOCIETY OF MARY
AMERICAN REGION
Secretary: Dr. Paul Cooper
415 Pennington-Titusville Rd.
Titusville, New Jersey 08560
609.737.9280
somamerica.org

Pine Bluff, Arkansas
TRINITY CHURCH
703 w. 3rd Ave. • 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

Carlsbad, California
ST. MICHAEL’S BY-THE-SEA 
2775 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIOCESE OF DELAwARE
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

Orlando, Florida
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. LUKE
130 N. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIOCESE OF IOwA
225 37th St. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

ASSOCIATES
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ECF offers services to help Episcopal 

ministries thrive in a changing world.

Our services strengthen churches,  
help envision new ministries, and  
provide tools leaders need to succeed.  
To learn more, call 800-697-2858 or visit  
us at www.EpiscopalFoundation.org. 
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Bradenton | Jacksonville | Orlando | St. Petersburg | Tallahassee | Winter Park

Enjoy active living with a plethora of choices – wellness, lifestyle, 
activities, dining and lifelong learning opportunities. Choose 
waterfront living, a high-rise in the heart of downtown, or a suburban 
residence nestled on neighborhood streets. No matter what choice 
you make, every residence is backed by the assurance of maintenance-
free living and the peace of mind of a full continuum of care services. 
We o�er �nancial support to retired ministers, Christian educators, 
missionaries, spouses and surviving spouses to live in one of our 
active-living communities.

Call Suzanne Ujcic today and discover why moving to a  
Westminster community may be the best choice you make.

1-800-948-1881 ext. 226

Westminster 
Communities
of  Florida

YOU’VE GIVEN SO MUCH 
TO OTHERS. NOW, LET 
US GIVE YOU A HAND.

Westminster 
Communities of 
Florida celebrates 
your ministry with 
support to reside  
in our active living 
communities.

www.WestminsterRetirement.com



Explore your faith, challenge your assumptions and gain a fresh 
perspective on your work in the world.  �e MA program o�ers 
the ideal opportunity to integrate your lifetime of experiences and 
hard-won wisdom with serious academic engagement, re�ection 
and attentiveness to the guidance of the Spirit.  As you develop 
expertise in your chosen area of concentration, you’ll discover new, 
energizing possibilities for expressing your faith and living out 
your own unique ministry.

The 48 hour credit master’s degree allows students to design a  
personalized plans of study, choosing from a concentration from one 
of four areas of study—
• �eological Studies
• Christian Formation
• Interdisciplinary Studies in Religion
• Biblical Interpretation

Virginia �eological Seminary

Master of Arts Program

Discover Your  
�eological Passion

www.vts.edu 
3737 Seminary Road  •  Alexandria, Va. 
703-461-1951 • 800-941-0083

www.vts.edu
3737 Seminary R ad  •  Alexandria, Va.
7 3-4 1-1951 1-0083

email admissions@vts.edu.  


