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St. John’s Helps Guatemalans
When children from Central America
arrived by the thousands last sum-
mer on the U.S-Mexico border, the
people of St. John’s Church in
McAllen, Texas, knew what was driv-
ing the exodus: poverty, violence,
and desperation.

Now St. John’s is leading an inter-
national project aimed at addressing
root causes behind the perilous mi-
gration. The parish is planning to
build a trade school in Chichicaste-
nango, Guatemala, where girls and
boys ages 12 to 15 will learn mar-
ketable skills in sewing, carpentry,
and welding.

“This project will help generate in-
come for the younger indigenous
people that have fallen victim to star-
vation,” the Rt. Rev. Carlos Enrique
Lainfiesta, Bishop Suffragan of Guate -
mala, wrote in a proposal in Novem-
ber. “The project will immediately ad-
dress the crisis that the country is
going through and help prevent emi-
gration to other places.”

St. John’s is working with the Dio-
cese of Guatemala to fine-tune plans

and with the Diocese of West Texas
to fund it. Bishop Lainfiesta expects
to need $160,000 to acquire land near
where the poorest residents live,
build facilities, and operate the
school for the first three years.

The idea for a school gained trac-
tion quickly last year when clergy
from St. John’s approached Bishop
Lainfiesta and received a warm re-
sponse.

“He said, ‘I have had this plan for
years but never had a way to do it,’”
said the Rev. Nancy Springer, associ-
ate rector at St. John’s.

Startup funds are largely in place,
thanks to an excess $150,000 in do-
nations received last summer for lo-
cal relief efforts among migrants de-
tained and released at bus stations in
border cities. McAllen was ground
zero for the immigration crisis, and
St. John’s served as an assistance
hub. Twice a week, volunteers
packed travel kits for kids and par-
ents who lacked basic provisions and
hadn’t yet reached their destinations.
Funds poured in to support the effort.

Not all the collected funds were
needed, however, after the crisis
eased in mid-summer. That left about
$50,000 at St. John’s and $100,000 at
the diocese — almost enough to
launch a new trade school. Donors
who gave more than $500 have a
choice whether to send their funds to
the school or to another cause, or to
ask for a refund. St. John’s is pre-
pared to raise additional funds if nec-
essary, Springer said.

Organizers hope the school will
put a dent in the abject poverty that
weighs on Santo Tomas Chichicaste-
nango, a growing city of 150,000.
Government statistics show 84 per-
cent of its residents earn less than $2
a day. One in four earns less than $1
a day, which qualifies as extreme
poverty by Guatemalan standards.

“If we can give these young boys
some skills,” Springer said, “we can
give them some hope so that the next
generation doesn’t grow up in the

same hopelessness that they’ve
grown up in.”

Volunteers from St. John’s have
firsthand knowledge of the acute
needs and suffering in this moun-
tainous region of Guatemala. For
many years, the parish has been
sending members on two annual mis-
sion trips to the region. One focuses
on construction projects and distri-
bution of cooking stoves to homes in
remote communities. The other ad-
dresses basic medical and dental
needs.

The school will train workers for
jobs in the trades and for an emerging
Guatemalan textile export industry.
Locals hope employment opportuni-
ties will grow as the number of quali-
fied workers increases and markets
for finished goods expand in the
United States. Representatives from
St. John’s and the Diocese of West
Texas plan to help the business arm of
the school make connections in the
United States to open sales channels.

The school’s curriculum will have
a cultural aspect as girls are taught
self-esteem, family planning, and
abuse-prevention. On Saturdays, chil-
dren will take Christian formation
classes at the school.

If all goes according to plan, the
school will be self-sustaining within
three years as proceeds from textile
exports and welding contracts help
defray costs and keep the education
tuition-free. If the school makes a
profit, those funds will be shared
among participating families. Con-
struction could begin as soon as this
summer.

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Dominican Republic
Picks Three

The Diocese of the Dominican Re-
public has nominated three priests in
its search for a bishop coadjutor. The
bishop-elect will succeed the Rt. Rev.
Julio C. Holguin, bishop since 1991.

The three nominees, who are
school principals in addition to their
priestly ministries, are:

• The Rev. P. Ramón Antonio Gar-
cía De los Santos, 50, vicar of Mi-
siones San Lucas and La Anunciacion
in Santiago

• The Rev. P. Moisés Quezada
Mota, 58, vicar of Misiones Jesus
Nazareno and Buen Samaritano in
the city of San Francisco de Macoris

• The Rev. P. Daniel Samuel, 58,
vicar at Misiones Santa Maria Virgen,
Divina Gracia, and San Cornelio

Chensiyuan/Wikimedia Commons photo

An open-air market in Chichicastenango
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Ceremonies marking Bloody Sun-
day’s 50th anniversary paid tribute to
four slain civil-rights activists, includ-
ing Episcopal seminarian Jonathan
Daniels.

Hundreds of people participated in
the anniversary march in Selma, Ala-
bama. They honored Daniels and Jim-
mie Lee Jackson, a 26-year-old Bap-
tist deacon; Viola Liuzzo, a Unitarian
activist from Detroit; and the Rev.
James Reeb, a Unitarian minister.

Two landmark churches — Brown
Chapel A.M.E. and Tabernacle Bap-
tist Church — were the host sites.
The 50-mile march from Selma to
Montgomery led to the enactment of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

At Tabernacle Baptist Church, site
of the first mass meeting of the Selma
Movement, the crowd sang “This Lit-
tle Light of Mine” and paid tribute to
the four Movement Martyrs during a
service on March 5.

The Rev. Clark Olsen, now 81, was

with Reeb as several men attacked
them with clubs outside an inte-
grated restaurant in Selma on March
9, 1965. Reeb later died.

Olsen paused to take a deep breath
as he recounted how several white
men hurled racial slurs at them and
another white minister, the Rev.
Orloff Miller, as they left the restau-
rant after dark.

“Jim just wanted to do the right
thing,” Olsen said. “I did, too.”

Brown Chapel A.M.E. was head-
quarters of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. The five-day
march began there on March 21,
1965. Daniels and the other activists
were honored at Brown Chapel in a
brief ceremony after a morning serv-
ice on March 8.

The Rev. Leodis Strong, pastor of
the church, said the martyred ac-
tivists — all white except for Jackson
— represented sacrifices by people
of all races. He pointed to a bronze

plaque by an entrance to the church
that identifies the four activists as
Martyrs for Racial Justice. The Epis-
copal Church recognized Daniels as a
martyr in 1991.

Jim Key, moderator of the Unitar-
ian Universalist Association, said at
Tabernacle Baptist Church on March
5 that he was profoundly moved to
“honor the martyrs … and look to the
future.”

“We knew then, and we know now,
that history is being made here,” Key
said. “Yes, we are here in gratitude
for those who gave their lives. Yes,
we are here to remember and honor
the history that was made here 50
years ago; but, dear friends, you and
I know that there remains work to
be done.”

The annual Jonathan Daniels Pil-
grimage in Hayneville — a solemn pro-
cession through the town followed by
a service of Holy Communion in the

Selma Remembers Four Martyrs

(Continued on next page)

http://www.sparkhouse.org
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courtroom where the man who killed
Daniels was tried and acquitted — is
scheduled for August 15 this year.

Some march participants con-
trasted their experiences with the
narrative of Selma, the recent film di-
rected by Ava DuVernay.

“It was a scary time,” said John Bal-
lard, 70. “But as a white person, you
could step into the movement when
you felt like it, then step out again.
Black people didn’t have that luxury.”

Linda Lowery was the youngest
person, at 15, to walk the entire 54
miles from Selma to Montgomery
when she was 15. She enjoyed the
film as entertainment. But she also
noted that the movie, like so many
dramas, took artistic license on facts.

“We did not, for example, have a
coroner’s office in Selma at that
time,” Lowery said. And Jimmie Lee
Jackson did not die immediately, as
in the movie, but eight days later.

More broadly, veterans of the civil
rights movement have said the movie
marginalized the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

Willie Ricks, a SNCC organizer, said
that while Martin Luther King, Jr., and
his associates were focusing on
Selma, he and other SNCC radicals,
including Stokely Carmichael, were in
Montgomery being beaten by police-
men on horseback as they tried to
march on the Alabama State Capitol.
Ricks, now 72, called that confronta-
tion the “Battle of Montgomery.”

Diane Nash, a cofounder of SNCC,
said that she welcomed the movie be-
cause it showed black people as
thoughtful, patient, nonviolent, and
loving. She said it underscores that a
culture can grow without the inter-
vention of a “white savior.”

Nash, now 76, said that in recent
weeks she had tried to defend the
film’s depiction of President Lyndon
Johnson as initially reluctant to sup-
port King. Nash said she was out-
raged by claims that President John-
son suggested the march.

Nash said that she and James
Bevel, her former husband, “concep-
tualized and wrote” the plan for what

became known as the Selma Right to
Vote movement and presented it to
King, who endorsed it.

Nash wrote in a syndicated news-
paper column: “I appreciate LBJ’s en-
acting and signing the Voting Rights
Act [of 1965], but I wish he had been
a self-starter when it came to our
right to vote, so it would not have
been necessary to go to the lengths
that we did — organizing a mass
movement and risking our safety —
in order to get the vote.”

Congressman John Lewis (D-Ga.),
former chairman of SNCC, said it is
unfair to expect Selma to give a com-
prehensive account of the three-year
movement. He agreed with Nash that
Selma was not Johnson’s idea.

Gary G. Yerkey

Persecution 
in Pakistan
Signs of Christian persecution were all
too visible in Pakistan this winter,
from tents housing hungry Christian
refugees to armed security standing
guard atop a church roof as the faithful
warily arrived for Sunday Eucharist.

But jarring, onerous conditions
have not broken the spirit of the
church in Pakistan, said the Rev.
Canon Patrick Augustine, who re-
turned in February from visiting his
native country. Christians there con-
tinue to worship, witness, and even
plant churches, he said, albeit with
little fanfare and much discretion.

“The Islamic militancy tries these
attacks to frighten them to give up
their faith and accept Islam,” said
Canon Augustine, rector of Christ
Church in La Crosse. “But it has not,
in their knowledge, helped to convert
one Christian to Islam. It has actu-
ally deepened their commitment to
be a Christian … and to offer a mes-

(Continued from previous page)
Selma

Gary G. Yerkey photo

Brown Chapel A.M.E. Church

http://www.journeys-unlimited.com
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(Continued on next page)

sage of peace and reconciliation in
the capital of terrorism.”

In his travels, Augustine saw how
the traumatized community of All
Saints, Peshawar, has, by necessity,
taken on a fortress atmosphere.
Gone is All Saints’ weekly Sunday
soup kitchen, which was attacked by
suicide bombers in September 2013.
The attacks killed 127 and injured
more than 250. The church and its
government protectors could not se-
cure such a ministry, Augustine said.

Now a new six-foot wall topped
with barbed wire surrounds the
church in a crowded part of the old
city. Members of the congregation
keep watch at entrances. Those who
enter must pass under cameras and
through metal detectors. Armed
guards keep watch on rooftops.

Inside, however, signs of hope stir.
Nearly 400 worshipers gathered
when Augustine preached. That’s
down from 700 before the attacks but
up from fewer than 100 in the imme-
diate aftermath. The congregation
prayed, as it does every week, for
those who attack local Christian and
Muslim communities. During the
week, clergy sometimes host inter-
faith gatherings of religious leaders.
They also walk the neighborhood,
visiting with shopkeepers and being
visible in a low-key way.

“Given the security situation, there
are not many ministries they can do
because that area is prone to Al
Qaeda activities,” Augustine said.
“But they try to reach out to their
neighbors.”

Violence was not far away. Word
spread one January morning that a
Diocese of Peshawar high school in
Bannu had been overrun by a mob
with guns and machetes in the wake
of the Charlie Hebdo attacks in Paris.
Augustine made the four-hour trip
with the Bishop of Peshawar and five
local clergy to visit and comfort the
rattled community.

Soldiers found a bomb hidden at
the entrance of a Christian neighbor-
hood during Augustine’s visit. They
removed it and no one was hurt, but
anxiety ran high as he prayed with
and for Christians in Bannu.

“The plan was to explode the

http://www.e-ccet.org/conferences
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Pakistan

bomb and kill Christians in the Chris-
tian colony,” Augustine said. “They
were all shaken and very afraid. Any-
thing can happen during the night.”

In Bannu, he found 200 Christian
and Shiite Muslim families from the
countryside living in tents inside a
diocesan compound. They had left
their homes in Waziristan, an Al
Qaeda stronghold, where they had
faced discrimination from Islamic re-
lief organizations and struggled to

survive, according to Augustine.
Inside the compound, one family

of 11 had run out of food. Augustine
authorized $500 from his congrega-
tion’s gift to the Diocese of Peshawar
to supplement the family’s ration.

Later in his trip, he visited the re-
gion of Azad Kashmir, where a Chris-
tian family offered its land as a site
for worship and a cemetery. It will
be the only church in the region.
Christ Church, La Crosse, is collect-
ing donations to help build it and sup-
port other ministries in Pakistan.

And Augustine found signs of hope

in the small city of Mardan. The gov-
ernment was helping to rebuild St.
Luke’s Church, which attackers
burned down in 2012. He was there
on a Friday, when the city was effec-
tively shut down for Muslim prayers.
About 20 young adults gathered at
the church in the afternoon, as they
do every Friday, taking their seats on
the ground. There they studied Scrip-
ture, prayed, and sang hymns.

“They were not pastors, they were
not bishops, they were just high
school and university college stu-
dents,” Augustine said. “Somehow all
these situations of persecution and
challenges to their faith have made
them even stronger.”

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Two Last Great
Speeches
Journalist Chris Matthews of MSNBC
moderated a three-member panel
March 5 that compared President
Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural
and the speech Martin Luther King,
Jr., gave on the night before his death.

The panel met at Washington Na-
tional Cathedral on the 150th an-
niversary of President Lincoln’s ad-
dress, as still another round of snow
loomed in the forecast.

The discussion was co-hosted by
Ford’s Theatre, the site of Lincoln’s
assassination by actor John Wilkes
Booth on Good Friday of 1865 (April
14). King was assassinated on April 4,
1968, in Memphis by James Earl Ray,
a fugitive from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

Although separated by a century,
both speeches were seminal in the
country’s march to civil rights. Both
men gave their speeches shortly be-
fore their deaths. And both men
“talked right into the face of their en-
emies,” Matthews said.

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde,
Bishop of Washington, said that King
delivered his final Sunday sermon at
Washington National Cathedral.

“This is a place to mourn, to cele-
brate, and to consider critical issues
of our day,” she said, noting the stat-
ues of King and Lincoln that stand
within the cathedral’s stone walls.

http://www.clergyrelocation.com
http://www.americanstudyoxford.com
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In comments to TLC after the pro-
gram, the bishop said she gives
thanks that the cathedral can be a
place for reflection on important mo-
ments in history and how their
“echoes and resonance” relate to
events of today. “We have this theo-
logical connection to history,” she
said.

The Very Rev. Gary Hall, dean of
the cathedral, noted that President
Obama has called for a national con-
versation on race. “America’s history
on race is coming back,” and this po-
larizing issue needs to be addressed
looking to Lincoln and King for guid-
ance, he said.

“The legacy of slavery is still
deeply part of our national problem,”
one that will never completely go
away, the dean said.

In comments to TLC he said of
slavery: “It’s such a profound wound
in our culture, such an ugly thing; it’s
always going to be there. … We can
be in recovery from it. We can be
healed but we can’t be cured.”

Lincoln was haunted by the price
of “this terrible war,” which had been
running for four years, said panelist
Douglas L. Wilson, co-director of the
Lincoln Studies Center at Knox Col-
lege. Lincoln had been convinced
that he would not be re-elected as
president, Wilson said.

Although Lincoln was not an
overtly religious man, he believed in
God and in a moral universe. “We will
never know what would have hap-
pened if Lincoln had lived,” said Paul
R. Tetreault, director of Ford’s The-
atre. “But we can’t help but wonder.”

King never set out to be a civil-
rights activist, said panelist Clayborne
Carson, founding director of the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Research and Ed-
ucation Institute at Stanford Univer-
sity: “He was a social-gospel minister
who got distracted by civil rights.”

King was concerned about slums,
poverty, and economic hardships. “He
was a prophet; the biblical prophets
were not popular in their time,” Car-
son said. “He was ready for death; he
had always been ready for that.”

The mountaintop speech has
“meaning that goes beyond the mean-
ing of what most people expect,” he
said, expressing a transcendent qual-

ity of hope and goodness on Earth
that has elements of the Exodus.

Lincoln’s Second Inaugural was
plainly spoken by a politician with a
factual beginning that “starts out al-
most like a shareholder’s report,”
Dean Hall said, while King’s speech
was the expansive work of a visionary
preacher, with a storyteller’s drama.

Despite their differences, both
men were theological speakers in
their own way.

“We live in a time of declining po-
litical oratory,” Hall said, too often
marked by public speeches that are
“phony and formulaic.”

Peggy Eastman

Canon Scanlan
Elected Bishop
The Diocese of Central Pennsylvania
has elected the Rev. Canon Audrey
Cady Scanlan as its 11th bishop. Scan-
lan is canon for mission collaboration
and congregational life in the Diocese
of Connecticut. She was elected on
the second ballot. The electing con-
vention met at St. Stephen’s Cathedral
in Harrisburg on March 14.

“I am delighted to have been cho-
sen to serve as the next bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Central Penn-
sylvania,” Canon Scanlan said. “I look
forward to a challenging and fruitful
time working alongside the faithful
people of the diocese to join in build-
ing God’s Kingdom. … God is good
and there is much joy in store for us.”

The Rev. Nathan Baxter, the dio-
cese’s 10th bishop, retired in May
2014 after serving for eight years. The
Rt. Rev. Robert R. Gepert is provi-
sional bishop. The consecration is
scheduled for Sept. 12 at the Down-
town Hilton in Harrisburg.

Canon Scanlan was born in New
York and has lived in Connecticut for
the past 50 years. She and Glenn, her
husband of 30 years, are the parents
of Emma, 27; William, 25; and Har-
riet, 22.

The other nominees were the Rev.
Canon David A. Pfaff, 49, former
canon to the ordinary in the Diocese
of Milwaukee; and the Rev. Douglas
Everett Sparks, 59, rector of St. Luke’s
Church in Rochester, Minnesota.

http://www.lambstudios.com
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The Neglected Fruit of the Spirit
By Matthew A. Gunter

Human beings are made to receive and give love, joy, and
peace. We were created to bear these and the other fruit of
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) in communion with God and with

one another. But the ground of that communion is often stony and
choked with weeds. Like a good farmer, we must rely on God’s
grace — the sun and rain — if we are going to be spiritually fruit-
ful. But, also like farmers, we are not passive partners. God pours
out his Spirit freely, but we must cultivate the soil of our hearts and
our communities. This means we need to pay more attention to
that least popular fruit of the Spirit: self-control.

Self-Control:
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When Paul was called before Felix,
the governor of Judea, and his wife,
Drusilla, he spoke to them “about faith
in Christ Jesus” and “justice and self-
control and future judgment” (Acts
24:24-25). It is interesting that Paul
mentions those three things as what
follows from faith in Christ Jesus. Most
will recognize justice and future judg-
ment as basic Christian concepts, but
do we consider self-control one of the
fundamental marks of being a Chris-
tian?

Are we any less self-indulgent than
our non-Christian neighbors? Are we
notably more moderate in our con-
sumption of food and drink? In our ac-
cumulation of wealth? Our gratifica-
tion of sexual titillation? And what
about indulging our more deadly spiri-
tual passions? We live in an affluent
and self-indulgent society. Our imagi-
nations have been effectively cate-
chized by consumerism and its insis-
tence that we should avoid every
discomfort and satisfy every appetite.
This leaves us forever discontent and
miserable. St. Neilos described well in
the 5th century the effect of these in-
satiable appetites: “being self-indul-

gent, [we] do not realize how [our] soft living con-
stantly breeds new and extravagant desires.” Jesus
likewise warned: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and
of the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence” (Matt. 23:25).

Self-control is a recurrent theme in the New Testa-
ment and the early Church. It is rooted in Jesus’

declaration that self-denial is a basic requirement for
being among his followers (Matt. 16:24, Mark 8:34,
Luke 9:23). It is listed as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal.
5:23) and as one of the three things — besides power
and love— that God has given us instead of a spirit of
timidity (2 Tim. 1:7). It is listed as one of the criteria
for being a bishop (Titus 1:8). The early Church con-
tinued recognizing the centrality of self-control to the
Christian way. John Cassian (ca. 360-435) wrote that
“no virtue makes flesh-bound man so like a spiritual
angel as does self-restraint, for it enables those still
living on earth to become, as the Apostle says, ‘citi-

zens of heaven’” (see Phil. 3:20). St. Thalassios the
Libyan (7th century) wrote: “Stillness, prayer, love,
and self-control are a four-horsed chariot bearing the
intellect to heaven.”

Self-control is central to Christian faithfulness be-
cause it gets at the root sin of self-centeredness. Out
of that root grow “works of the flesh” (Gal. 5:19),
making us “slaves to various passions and pleasures”
(Titus 3:3). Such warnings against “passions” show up
frequently in the New Testament (see Rom. 1:26, 6:12,
and 7:5; 1 Cor. 7:36; Gal. 5:24; Eph. 2:3; 2 Tim. 2:22; Ti-
tus 2:12 and 3:3; James 4:1 and 4:3; 1 Pet. 1:14, 2:11,
and 4:2-3; 2 Pet. 2:18 and 3:3; and Jude 1:16 and 1:18).

Here it gets tricky. Ask anyone what “various pas-
sions and pleasures” might refer to and the answer
will almost certainly be that it refers to sex. While self-
control in sexual behavior is a concern and passion in
the New Testament sometimes refers to sexual pas-
sion, works of the flesh and passions are about much
more than that. According to Titus 3:3, being “slaves
to various passions and pleasures” means “passing
our days in malice and envy, hated by men and hating
one another.” And when Paul lists the works of the
flesh that are opposed to the Spirit, along with “forni-
cation, impurity, and licentiousness,” he also lists

“idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,
quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these” (Gal. 5:19-21).

Reference to passionswas technical language used
broadly in pagan philosophical morality, as well as in
the New Testament and the early Church, to refer to
interior spiritual agitations that lead to thoughts and
behaviors that are contrary to our nature and lead us
away from God’s good pleasure. As such, passions re-
fer to all sinful desires and emotions that draw us
away from love of God and love of neighbor. Passions
are the weeds that are forever sprouting up in our
hearts to choke out the fruit of the Spirit.

Are we any less  self-indulgent 
than our non-Christian neighbors? 

Are we notably more moderate in our 
consumption of  food and drink? 

(Continued on next page)
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Self-control is a neglected fruit of the spirit that
needs cultivating in the contemporary Church. Its

lack is at the heart of much of the Church’s spiritual
shallowness. It is counter-cultural. It calls for self-
sacrifice, which is a virtue more commonly admired
in theory than put into practice. But there is no real
love, certainly none as Jesus calls us to love, without
it. Cultivating love and the other fruit of the Spirit
and “weeding out the fruit of the flesh” is what self-
control is about. The logic of the New Testament and
the early Church suggests that this starts with control
of our physical appetites. There are many reasons
why control of those appetites is good for us. Uncon-
trolled indulgence of those appetites or passions is
detrimental to our physical health and to the health of
our communities. Many in the early Church also con-
sidered such indulgence unnatural.

• Our sexual attitudes and behavior. Chastity and
modesty are classic Christian virtues of sexual self-
control that we would do well to reclaim. That means
rethinking some of our entertainment as well as our
behavior. Even if we are persuaded that the blessings
and disciplines of marriage can be extended to same-
sex unions, we should resist capitulating to our soci-
ety’s abandoning of self-control.

• Our consumption of food and drink. The classic
virtue of moderation suggests that we can exercise self-
control and learn to eat no more than we need to main-
tain our health. Fasting is a discipline that we would do
well to incorporate into our lives beyond Lent.

• Our accumulation of stuff. The classic virtue of
simplicity is about exercising the self-control to be
content with enough rather than constantly accumu-
lating more and perpetually pursuing the newest and
latest toys.

• Our passion for busyness and distraction. Ob-

serving Sabbath requires the self-control to stop striv-
ing and to rest in the assurance that God is indeed in
control.

These classic disciplines of self-control of our phys-
ical passions are just the foundation of the more sig-
nificant — and more difficult — self-control demon-
strated in the self-denying, self-offering love to which
Jesus calls us. The wisdom of the early Church is that
if we can exercise self-control at the most basic phys-
ical realm of the stomach and other bodily desires, we
can begin to exercise more self-control in the spiritual
realm of the heart, where the more insidious sins lurk:
anger, malice, enmity, envy, impatience, vainglory, and
so on. As Jesus said, “it is from within, from the hu-
man heart, that evil intentions come: fornication,
theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, li-
centiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil
things come from within, and they defile a person”
(Mark 7:21-23). Indulging in these passions is also
contrary to our nature as bearers of the divine image.

We live in an affluent, indulgent society, but Chris-
tians ought not indulge our every passion and desire,
whether physical, emotional, or spiritual. We have
been given a spirit of self-control. Disciplining our
bodily appetites rather than indulging our desires and
pampering ourselves frees us to pursue self-control
when it comes to those more difficult passions of the
heart. Rather than allowing the weeds of impatience,
anger, malice, envy, enmity, resentment, jealousy,
judgmentalism, pride, factionalism, and quarrels to
run rampant we can prepare the soil of our hearts and
cultivate the fruit of the Spirit. That is the shape of
Christian holiness. Such fruitful holiness does not
come easily. It requires self-control.

The Rt. Rev. Matthew A. Gunter is Bishop of Fond du
Lac.

If  we can exercise self-
control at  the most basic
physical  realm of the
stomach and other bodily
desires,  we can begin to
exercise more self-control
in the spiritual  realm 
of the heart .

Self-Control: The Neglected Fruit of the Spirit

(Continued from previous page)



SEND FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION KIT & DVD

1011 Military Road, P.O. Box 39, Bu�alo, NY 14217 
Toll Free 1-866-276-3686 . e-mail: info@armento.net  

Visit us at www.Armento-Columbarium.com

BLENDING ARTISTRY & CRAFTSMANSHIP SINCE 1946 

C O L U M B A R I U M S

A columbarium in the life of the church delivers a message
of comfort in the knowledge that those that have touched our lives

will always remain in the company of family and friends.

A Columbarium For Your Church

Here the timeless elegance of bronze and Armento artisanship are combined to create a beautiful
Columbarium Memorial while making the comfort of church burial an affordable alternative.

Let us assist you in establishing a columbarium for your church.

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         
cfo

A Columbarium F

 

      

          
           

         niamersyawlalliw
lwonkehtnitrofmo
htnimuirabmulocA

A Columbarium F

 

      

          
           

         ffoynapmocehtni
tahtesohttahtegde
hcruhcehtfoefileh

or YA Columbarium FA Columbarium For Y

 

      

          
           

         .sdneirfdnaylima
vilruodehcuotevah

egassemasreviled

chour Churour Churchor Yor Your Chur

 

      

          
           

         
sev

ch

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

Columbarium Memorial while making the comfort of chur
e the timeless elegance of brHer

 

      

          
           

         

Let us assist you in establishing a columbarium for your chur
Columbarium Memorial while making the comfort of chur

onze and e the timeless elegance of br

 

      

          
           

         

Let us assist you in establishing a columbarium for your chur
ch burial an afColumbarium Memorial while making the comfort of chur

Armento artisanship aronze and 

 

      

          
           

         

ch.Let us assist you in establishing a columbarium for your chur
dable alternative.forch burial an af

eate a beautifule combined to crArmento artisanship ar

 

      

          
           

         

dable alternative.
eate a beautiful

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

NIDNELB

SEND FOR OUR FREE INFORMA

 

      

          
           

         

CNISPIHSNAMSTFARC&YRTSITRAGN

TION KIT & DVDSEND FOR OUR FREE INFORMASEND FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION KIT & DVD

SMUIRABMULOC

 

      

          
           

         

6491E

TION KIT & DVD

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

 

      

          
           

         

NIDNELB

isit us aV
ee 1-866-276-3686 roll FTToll F

ilitar1011 M
 

      

          
           

         

CNISPIHSNAMSTFARC&YRTSITRAGN

ium.columbarC-otmenr.Awwt wisit us a
o@ar-mail: inf-mail: info@are. ee 1-866-276-3686 

, Nx 39, Bu�aloo. B.O, P, P.Ooady Rilitar
 

      

          
           

         

6491E

omium.c
.net otmen

Y 14217 , N
 

      

          
           

         

http://www.Armento-Columbarium.com


14 THE LIVING CHURCH • April 5, 2015

By Sarah Puryear

Bible Women wasn’t written in an ivory tower; in-
stead, you shared this work with your parish-
ioners,  who helped you research the women
who speak in the Bible and what they say. How
did this origin within your parish influence the
book?
In 2011, I’d just finished a book, The Scarlet Cord, in
which I explored the lives of 12 Bible women by pro-
jecting into what they might have said and felt. At that
time, my husband, the Rev. Len Freeman, and I had just
started work as interim rectors at Trinity Church in Ex-
celsior, Minnesota, and I found myself really curious to
know which women actually talked in the Bible and
what they had to say. I asked if there were people who
would be interested in working on these questions, and
three stepped forward: a recently retired woman, a
homeschooled teenaged girl, and the church librarian.

After a thorough search of seminaries and libraries,

— TWENTY MINUTES WITH THE REV .  L INDSAY HARDIN FREEMAN —

Treasure the Pearls
The Rev. Lindsay Hardin Freeman is an Episcopal priest, writer, and speaker who lives in Minnesota. She has

written and edited six books, including The Scarlet Cord: Conversations with God’s Chosen Women (Circle Books,
2010) and The Spy on Noah’s Ark and Other Bible Stories from the Inside Out (Forward Movement, 2013). In Bible

Women: All Their Words and Why They Matter (Forward Movement, 2014), Freeman explores the words of each woman
who speaks in the Bible. Bible Women was cosponsored by the national board of Episcopal Church Women.
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we concluded that it was in fact new territory, that no
one had pulled women’s words out of the Bible and
studied them on their own terms. So we worked chap-
ter by chapter, word for word, using sticky notes, mark-
ers, and spreadsheets over the course of three years.
The group was incredibly conscientious, analytical, and
honest. We laughed over some of the stories, cried over
others, and felt sick to our stomachs at some of the bru-
tality encountered by some of the women in the Bible.

Our group ranged in age from 15 to about 65, and we
drew on a women’s group within Trinity, “Wednesday
Women,” for support and inspiration as well. We’re not
PhDs or literary critics. We’re Episcopalians, active in
our faith and steeped in the tradition, reason, and Scrip-
ture. Turns out there were 93 women who spoke in the
Bible; we identified each one and recorded every word.
But more important than numbers are their stories. And
as we learned and retold their stories, we
found we have much in common with them.
I couldn’t have written the book without the
research group; every page is steeped in their
hard work and discipline, as are many of their
words.

The Bechdel test reveals gender bias in
media by asking one question: does this
movie or book depict two women talking
to each other about something other
than a man? I’m afraid your book reveals
that few conversations in the Bible pass
that test. What are we as women in the
21st century to do with, on the one hand,
the disappointment we might feel upon learning
how rarely women’s voices are heard in the Bible
and, on the other, our belief in the Bible as the in-
spired Word of God?
I asked the research group about this question, and Sue
Webster, one of our researchers, stated it best: “The
Bible is what it is.” It wasn’t written to please us. It
was written over thousands of years to tell God’s story.
In the loftiness of the 21st century, we may be disap-
pointed that women’s words account for only about 1.2
percent of the total word count of the Bible. Yet look at
it this way: the words of Bible women are like pearls.
When someone wears a rare set of pearls, people don’t
complain and say, “Your pearls only account for a small
percentage of pearls found in the ocean!” Rather, they
are valued because they are unique; we give them more
value because they are hard to find. It’s like that with
women’s words in the Bible. Now that we can look at
them clearly, let’s see what they say. Let’s learn from
them. Let’s treasure them.

I also don’t know of any other document in human

religious history, across all religions and cultures, that
holds up the words of 93 women throughout the ages
— women who are both fallible and flawed, faithful
and focused. If anything, the fault is in the way hu-
mankind has looked at the viability of these Bible sto-
ries about women over the years. Women’s voices are
clearly in the Bible, but over the years they’ve been
largely dismissed. Our goal is to change that, and
we’ve had some success in doing so. The Minneapolis
Star-Tribune ran a front-page news story about Bible
Women and the process of writing it in early February
2015, and since then, news outlets around the world
have picked up the story.

That intersection of Church and world is a tremen-
dously exciting place to be, and it’s where Bible
women have always been. Women of the Bible have
been taking missionary steps for thousands of years,

and it’s a great honor to highlight their
efforts.

You talk in your book about the
stereotypes of female characters in
the Bible, that they are either all
good or all bad. What kind of nuances
did you discover in your research that
challenged that two-dimensional
view?
Somehow over the years, women in the
Bible have emerged as really good
(Mary the mother of Jesus), or really
bad (Jezebel or Delilah). But we forget
that the women in the Bible are just like

us: flawed and sometimes broken, but always
beloved. Most of the women in the Bible were brave.
Almost all of them were highly focused. Most were
faithful. But being human, they had both positive and
negative personality characteristics — and God was
able to use all of their gifts and limitations, much like
today.

Rather than chapters written in paragraph form,
most of the book consists of profiles of each
woman who speaks in the Bible. How do you en-
vision people using this book?
One can read it straight through, or one could go by
subject guides in the back, such as “Women and Busi-
ness,” “Mothers in the Bible,” or “Diplomats and Sur-
vivors.” It’s written for both group Bible study and in-
dividual reading.

It’s also written with a light touch. For example,
some women are widely known. But others most peo-
ple have never heard of, like the wives and women of

(Continued on next page)
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Pathros who harass the prophet Jeremiah. We acknowl-
edge in the book that Felix the Cat is better known than
they are, and then we explore what it means to be in exile
and what that has done to their faith.

Tell me about one female character in the Bible with
whom you were unacquainted before this project and
who has stayed with you since working on this project.
What have you learned from her story and the words
that she spoke?
The women in the Apocrypha had somehow passed me by
over the years, even though I’d read the Bible cover to cover
in seminary. There’s a woman in 2nd and 4th Maccabees
who was forced to watch her seven sons be tortured to
death in front of her, yet she encouraged them to keep their
faith — and they were killed because they worshiped God.
She, too, went down to the grave proclaiming her love for
God. I cannot shake that image, as I cannot shake the image
of the concubine in Judges 19 who was never allowed to
speak but who was sent out by her husband to be gang-
raped so as to answer the brutal demands of desert hospi-
tality. He then divided her body into 12 pieces the next
morning, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. She and
others who could not speak or were not quoted are actually
the ones to whom this book is dedicated.

What cultural filters do we bring to the Bible that
may prove unhelpful? What realities about the var-
ious cultures reflected in the Bible do we need to
keep in mind while reading these stories?
We forgot how brutal life was for women in Old Testament
days, not just in the Bible but in most of the world back
then. Love was not part of the equation for most of them.
They really were considered property. So to look at the
stories through the lens of living in a fairly oppressive so-
ciety required a new way of seeing things on our part as
researchers. For example, there’s the story of Aschah, in
Joshua 15 and Judges 1, who is offered by her father as a
bride prize to the man who would defeat the Canaanites
in battle. To think of anyone being offered to the so-called
highest bidder these days is awkward and unpleasant,
never mind illegal. But those were different days. Her fa-
ther found someone for her who was strong, bright, and a
leader of men. And then, in an unprecedented move, he
also gave her land. By itself, that is a fairly big deal. But
she knew that she needed water for that land if it was to
prosper. So she turns around and reminds him that she
needs water. He comes through with more land that con-
tains significant sources of water. It’s a great story — but
you do have to see it through an ancient lens to appreci-
ate its significance.

My favorite theological takeaway from your book
was the reminder that being the “least” is not a dis-
advantage in God’s kingdom, for God often does
mighty things through those who are powerless
and lowly. What was the central truth about God
that was reinforced for you as you studied the
Bible for this project?
The central truth is that God loves us all dearly and, yes,
those without power often have the most power in God’s
eyes. Another stunning central truth is found in the
depth of relationships that Jesus had with women,
friends and strangers alike. For example, the very first
woman to talk in the New Testament (Matt. 9:20-22) is
the woman who had been bleeding for 12 years and
powered her way through the crowd, sure that if she
could touch Jesus she would be made well — and she
was. We often stop there in looking at that story and
miss this part: that, after she was healed, Jesus asks her
to come forth, identify herself, and tell her story of heal-
ing and redemption. That’s huge: a despairing, untouch-
able, poverty-stricken woman not only finds healing but
is affirmed for who she is, for the faith journey she has
made.

We also find substantially deep relationships between
Jesus and Mary Magdalene, Mary and Martha of
Bethany, and wonderfully profound encounters with the
Samaritan woman in John 4 and the Syro-Phoenician
woman in Matthew 15 and Mark 7. In John’s Gospel, the
first word spoken by both the angels at the tomb and Je-
sus is Woman. Lots to think about there; lots to cele-
brate.

Do you have a favorite female character in the
Bible? Who and why?
My favorite has always been Rahab, a prostitute in the
city of Jericho, who hid two men from Joshua’s army on
her roof under piles of flax. When the king’s guards de-
manded that that she turn them over, she said they had
already left. Risking her own life, she saved theirs— but
would not let them go until they promised to save her
and her family when Jericho was destroyed. She’s an an-
cestor of Jesus and a strong woman acting with the re-
sources she had. She was from outside the circle in sev-
eral ways, but her actions saved tens and, most likely,
hundreds of thousands of people. She’s one of several
colorful maternal ancestors — the kind that always
spice up family reunions.

The Rev. Sarah Puryear lives in Nashville with her hus-
band, Dan, and son, Hays, and serves as priest asso-
ciate at St. George’s Church. She writes for TLC’s
weblog, Covenant.

We forgot how brutal life was for women in Old Testament 
days, not just in the Bible but in most of the world back then. 

Treasure the Pearls

(Continued from previous page)
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Review by John Martin

American viewers are in for another sumptuous
serving of British television drama when Wolf
Hall premieres on April 5. Based on the first

two Booker prize-winning novels of Hilary Mantel’s
planned trilogy, the six-part series centres on King
Henry VIII’s “fixer,” Thomas Cromwell (1485-1540).

Do not confuse Thomas with Oliver, the parlia-
mentarian who brought down King Charles I in 1649,
although they were related. Cinema buffs may recall
him as the sharp-toothed and unprincipled villain
played by Leo McKern, who relentlessly pursues the
saintly Sir Thomas More to execution in A Man for All
Seasons (1966).

This is the major talking point from Wolf Hall. Who
offers the right assessment — Robert Bolt, or Hilary
Mantel? For many Roman Catholics, More has the
status of a saint. Convent-educated Mantel turns con-
vention on its head. Her More is a venomous misog-
ynist and torturer who cannot conceive of a Chris-
tendom tolerating religious dissent. Her Cromwell, in
contrast, is a mild-mannered family man who teaches
his young daughters Latin.

In Mark Rylance’s characterization of Cromwell, si-
lence or a mere look can be worth a thousand words.
His characteristic pose is to stand by quietly, almost
out of sight, while others incriminate themselves by
their words. More (Anton Lesser) sums him up: “Lock
Cromwell in a deep dungeon in the morning and
when you come back that night he’ll be sitting on a
plush cushion eating larks’ tongues, and all the gaol-

ers will owe him money.”
Screenwriter Peter Straughan has crafted a clever

and at times almost word-for-word adaptation of
Mantel’s version of these men. Mantel combined ex-
haustive historical research with a novelist’s imagina-
tion to fill many gaps in the narrative, characterisa-
tion, and conversation. As she said in an interview as
the television series unfolded in England: “My own
method is to wrap the fiction around the docu-
mented record, to let imagination lead us by touch
into rooms where history can’t shine a light.”

Historical research is a different craft than that of
the novelist or television dramatist. Tracy Borman, a
recent biographer of Cromwell, has argued that com-
plexities can be ironed out in a work of fiction: “Be-
cause she is writing a novel, Hilary Mantel obviously
feels she needs a goodie and baddie and so she tees
Cromwell up as the goodie by making More the bad-
die.”

Early sequences introduce a young Cromwell, the
son of a sadistic blacksmith from riverside Putney,
west of London. He escapes England after an awful
beating from his father. When he returns to England
he is a mature man, schooled in the law and finance.
Along the way he has acquired sympathy for the cause
of the continental reformers and supports William
Tyndale’s Bible-translation project.

The narrative finds Cromwell in the employ of Car-
dinal Thomas Wolsey (Jonathan Pryce), chief ecclesial
advocate for King Henry (Damian Lewis) but now
out of favour. Wolsey has failed to deliver a solution to

Wolf Hall
PBS
Directed by Peter KosminskyThe Mantel Version
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(Continued on page 24)
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9.81 Meters Per Second Per Second I 45 x 71.5 inches 2005, Mixed Media Collage on Paper
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Satan Disguised as an Angel of Light I 16.25 x 20.25 inches
1990, Mixed Media Construction in Masonite Box



VERSE
Cat Time

I met a cat
on my window ledge.
And there he stood
on the flowered edge
two-hundred feet above.

“Cats don’t fall,”
my wife politely said.
Yet I found one
upon the pavement, dead
and with its legs all splayed.

Its head lay softly
to the side, while ants
were gently stepping
on one eye, a dance
I watched, but no one heard.

Above him soared
a palace, whose windows winked
and smiled in the light.
I sighed. What could I think,
but that the wind was strong?

“Come close,” I said;
“and I will take you in.”
He turned the corner, floating,
tail swinging, the thin
red flowers swaying.

Victory Time

The devil is a big monster who eats people.
I mean really big: like a mountain,
with a mouth larger than a canyon,
with teeth as sharp as the rocks
that line the summits and river beds.
He stands overlooking the plains
and gorges himself, small legs and feet
crumbling out of his lips in his haste,
tumbling over his bibless belly
onto his dripping toes.
Such an appetite, and so many
tiny creatures falling in bits!

Across a big river
all the saints have gathered and yell
at him, shaking their fists,
making rude gestures.
“Nyah, nyah, nyah!” they cry.
They mock in swelling unison.
The ground is shaking,
a rift is splitting through the rocks.
They are decreeing a new law:
Nyah, nyah, nyah!

The birds are swirling about
in between, circling, swooping,
back and forth over the river,
waiting to see where to descend,
gulls over a trawling vessel,
not yet come to port.
It is as if no one has told them,
and they are lost and drifting,
uncertain, uneasy.

By Ephraim Radner



By Retta Blaney

Playwright Don Nguyen saw potential in a New York
Times story about an HIV-positive woman who
started the country’s first HIV support group for

women in Haiphong, a large port city near Hanoi. But
he questioned his ability to capture their reality.

“I’m Vietnamese but I grew up in Nebraska,” he said.
“They felt very foreign to me. I wasn’t sure how I could
write their voices. It was a fascinating subject but
seemed daunting to take on.”

Then he remembered an ancient Vietnamese legend
of the Trung sisters, who gave their lives in a fight
against the Chinese army. Nguyen saw a creative chal-
lenge in combining the factual story with the myth, as
both were about strong women fighting for liberation.

The play that resulted, Red Flamboyant, will be staged
at the Parish of Calvary-St. George in Manhattan from
April 24 through May 16. It is produced by Firebone
Theatre, an Off-Off-Broadway company that explores
“the relationship between divine immortality (fire) and
human mortality (bone).”

Nguyen, 42, and Firebone’s artistic director, Chris
Cragin-Day, 37, talked with TLC in Cragin-Day’s office at
the King’s College, where she she teaches English and
theatre.

“I love the feminist aspects of this story,” Cragin-Day
said. “I love these women who are just so powerful, not
in a social sense but in a soul sense.”

That soul sense also attracted Dusty Brown, director
of Calvary-St. George’s Olmsted Salon, an arts and cul-
ture ministry.

“We want to explore life through culture and con-
versation, to bridge the gap between the church and the
greater culture at large,” he said. “We want to stimulate
conversation and make the church safe for everybody.”

“Grace and mercy are experiences everyone can relate
to,” Brown said. “They come after experience with the
law and judgment.”

The real-life inspiration for the main character, Mrs.
Hue, is Pham Thi Hue, who was featured in the 2006
Times story. Although AIDS was widespread in the coun-
try, many of those who had it were shunned by their
families and fired from their jobs. Most of the women
were infected by their husbands, who were drug users.

Hue called her shelter Haiphong Red Flamboyant
after a Vietnamese flower. She struggled constantly to
find money for food and assistance. Bricks occasionally
shattered the windows of Red Flamboyant.

Nguyen had not known HIV/AIDS was so prevalent
in Vietnam.

Playwright Don Nguyen with Pham Thi Hue Dau Nguyen photo

Honor for 
a Vietnamese 
Heroine
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pany like Firebone, but Cragin-Day sees advantages.
“We take risks. Companies like ours don’t have much

money at stake.”
Still, the company bought extra insurance and hired

Karen Fuhram of Ground Aerial Dance Theatre, an ex-
pert in the field, to handle the choreography.

“It gives us the freedom to experiment with the hu-
man body in flight,” Cragin-Day said.

She believes the play will speak to many people, es-
pecially women.

“I feel like it’s not just about Vietnamese women,” she
said. “This play captures that spiritual strength that is the
legacy of women, and that’s beautiful.”

Retta Blaney is the author of Working on the Inside: The
Spiritual Life Through the Eyes of Actors.

“It affected me, being Vietnamese, and that the coun-
try I was born in had such a huge problem,” he said. “The
stigma around it was shocking to me and I wondered
how I could get a germ of a play from that.”

He began writing in 2008. A naturalistic play about
Hue and all those dying of AIDS would be “an over-
whelming experience for the audience,” he said. “I had
to find a less realistic way. The Trung sisters’ legend de-
manded more heightened reality. It dictated the voice of
the play.”

The Trung sisters formed an army to seek revenge af-
ter the Chinese killed one sister’s husband. The Chinese
fought back and demanded the Vietnamese give up the
sisters. They sacrificed themselves by jumping into a
ravine.

Nguyen recognized a connection between Hue and
the legendary sisters: “She was a modern-day warrior
who could be juxtaposed with the ancient female of
Vietnam to make a great story.”

But by 2010 and his “20th draft,” he was frustrated. “I
felt like I was writing from a distance with these people.”

He decided to see Vietnam firsthand and possibly
meet Hue. Since he did not speak Vietnamese, he asked
his parents to accompany him. They readily agreed.

A cousin in the country found Hue and told her
about the play he was writing. She agreed to a meeting.
It was then that it hit him: suppose the real Hue was
nothing like the character he had created?

After three weeks of postponed appointments with
Hue and rescheduled flights, it seemed ill-fated.

“I thought, I’m not going to see her and that’s fine. I got close,”
he said. “It was really a good test of faith.”

But they met at last. With his father interpreting,
Nguyen talked to Hue for an hour. When he men-
tioned he was incorporating the sisters’ legend, “her
eyes lit up.” She told him the Vietnamese believe that “if
you do something great, you are a sibling of the Trung
sisters.”

She asked him to make it clear that she receives no
government support. In that strong insistence he rec-
ognized the character he had created was very much
like the real Hue.

As Nguyen was leaving, Hue said something to him
in Vietnamese. He smiled and nodded. In the taxi his fa-
ther told him what she had said: “Don’t forget about me.”

Ten percent of Red Flamboyant’s ticket sales will sup-
port Hue’s work through a foundation based in the
United States.

Some of the actors in Red Flamboyantwill fly, using sin-
gle-harness bungees for a freer-flowing choreography.
Staging these aerial feats is challenging for a small com-

Cast members practice on single-harness bungees for the
innovative choreography of Red Flamboyant.



By Robert S. Heaney

Iwould like to coin a term: missio-
phobia. It might be defined as
aversion to, embarrassment about,

disapproval of, discrimination against,
even irrational fear of mission. I expe-
rience it in the classroom and I sense it
in conversations with a wide range of
Christians and their leaders. I feel it in
myself. It may result from curtailing
mission to only charity or social ac-
tion, or even overusing the wordsmis-
sion and missional. The adage rings
true: If everything is mission, or be-
coming mission, then nothing is mis-
sion.

Both narrowing the meaning and
broadening the use of mission perpet-
uate the original sin of missiology,
namely, the assumption that mission is
what humans do.

The famous Edinburgh conference

of 1910 gathered 1,200 participants
representing 160 mission boards or so-
cieties. The goal was to develop strate-
gies for greater world evangelization.
It could be done. It would be done.
Christianity would expand from Eu-
rope and North America into the so-
called pagan and uncivilized corners
of the world. It was an anthropocen-
tric and “ecclesiocentric” time, soon
challenged by the devastating effects
of World War I and a looming World
War II. In place of rationalist optimism,
churches needed a more circumspect
theology that faced the failings of hu-
manity and Western Christian expan-
sionism.

One year before Hitler came to
power, Karl Barth called the Church
back to its trinitarian source:

Must not even the most faithful mis-
sionary, the most convinced friend of

missions, have reason to reflect that
the term missio was in the ancient
Church an expression of the doctrine
of the Trinity — namely the expres-
sion of the divine sending forth of
self, the sending of the Son and Holy
Spirit? (Norman E. Thomas, Classic
Texts in Mission and World Christi-
anity, p. 105; see is.gd/GodMission)

A Christian theology of mission
does not first ask What is the
church? but rather Who is God?
Though the triune God is one, God is
not an individual. God in community
is ever self-giving and interpenetrat-
ing love in action. The mission of
God refers first to an eternal “going
out” and “sentness” between Father
and Son and between Son and Spirit.
Then, in time, God’s self-giving love
and life spill over in a cosmic, cre-
ative act, as a word: “Let there be

The 1910 world Missionary Conference, also called the Edinburgh Missionary Conference, met at New College, University
of Edinburgh. Wikimedia Commons photo

Missiophobia: Cause and Cure
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light.” On both counts, God is mis-
sion and enacts mission.

How might such a trinitarian foun-
dation, the very divine nature and

agency, affect our participation in mis-
sion?

First, the mission of the Church is
two steps removed from the divine ref-
erent. Mission is God’s being and
God’s creative act. Christians are
called to discern God’s mission and
seek to participate in it. Thus, Chris-
tian leaders need not somehow gener-
ate enthusiasm for mission or, God
forbid, seek to create it. Much of mod-
ern history notwithstanding, mission
is not the province of activists. Taking
heed of God’s mission may well begin
with contemplation and discernment
rather than strategies, priorities, or
budgets, since it emerges from deeper
knowledge and experience of God.
Mission begins with the breath of God
and is entered into by prayer.

Second, alongside contemplatives,
a renewed theology of mission re-
quires the critical voices of those who
have received the modern missionary
movement. Arguably, the best theol-
ogy is done across cultural bound-
aries. In crossing boundaries one is in-
volved in the daily work of translating
the gospel, heeding context, and hav-
ing the experience of God’s grace and
judgment through the Other. Angli-
cans must face up to the imperialism,
colonialism, and racism of past and
present missionary activity. We need
partnerships of mutuality across cul-
tures and positive, prophetic engage-
ment in interfaith conversations.

Third, the mission of the trinitarian
God means contextualization. God has
come to us in the person and work of
Jesus Christ. Thus, the Christian
Church is the community of resurrec-
tion (Rom. 6:1-10). Missional commu-
nity emerges in light of the resurrec-
tion (Acts 4:32-34). Indeed, the Church
is created and defined in light of God’s
re-creative mission (1 Cor. 15:45-50).
Church, in a very basic sense, is a com-
munity that has met the risen Christ

(Acts 2:22-42). A communitarian dy-
namic founded on Christian trinitari-
anism and founded on the particular-
ism of a Gospel of resurrection means
wrestling with how Christian hope
emerges in specific contexts.

If the first missional act is God’s cre-
ation, then the second missional act

is re-creation. Despite human sin,
God’s love, grace, and very life over-
flow. Incarnated in Jesus Christ, God’s
re-creation breaks into the world with
the power of the Spirit in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. In this way, participation
in Christ enacts a renewed, sacramen-
tal humanity. As Stephen Bevans and
Roger Schroeder observe, Christian
liturgy transforms the faithful as they
encounter the missionary God, “so
that the liturgy never really ends” and
“life becomes, as the Orthodox love to
say, the ‘liturgy after the liturgy’” (Con-
stants in Context, pp. 363-64). This is
not mere ritual. Rightly practiced, the
Eucharist culminates in a sending out
of the community of Christ.

Discerning the mission of God in a
worshiping community means that
mission has a theological foundation

T h e  w a y  t o  m o v e

800.248.8313
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and a liturgical heart. A prayerful life
nourished by Scripture provides the
way of formation, which makes us
agents of God’s mission. As a self-emp-
tying exercise, prayer affects how we
act, feel, and prioritize. It invites others
and the otherness of God to interrupt
our agenda and desires through Christ,
who was himself emptied (Phil. 2).
Through the cross our Lord Christ
subverts the category of lordship
(Matt. 16:16-26). The cross brings
power relations to the center of theol-
ogy and mission; it calls us beyond the
comfort and convenience of our pri-
vate lives and preferred liturgies to an
attentive listening and dialogue.

As God’s activity, mission embraces
the Church and the world, and the
Church is “privileged” to participate,
as David Bosch says. We needn’t be
afraid. God saves — by crossing
boundaries of culture, tradition, his-
tory, empire, religion, and unbelief.

The Rev. Robert S. Heaney is assis-
tant professor of Christian mission
and director of the Center for Angli-
can Communion Studies, Virginia
Theological Seminary.

http://www.stevensworldwide.com/affinity
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Henry’s demand for divorce so he
can sire a male heir. Almost seam-
lessly Cromwell transfers his career
to the service of Henry. His in-
scrutable face masks a long memory,
however. When the time is right he
will exact revenge on the men who
did his former patron down.

Cromwell masterminds the ecclesi-
astical coup that cut England’s ties to
the Pope, made Henry supreme gov-
ernor of the Church of England, and
placed Anne Boleyn (Claire Foy) on
the throne as the king’s consort. It is
Anne who gives energy to the Henri-
cian Reformation. Clearly Cromwell
detests many Roman Catholic prac-
tices. To replenish Henry’s coffers he
instigates takeover of the monasteries
and redistribution of their lands
among the king’s cronies. In the great
traditions of British historical drama,
costumes and sets are delivered in lav-
ish detail.

Good drama, not least historical
drama, can hold a discomfiting mir-
ror to our times. Wolf Hall does that
and more. Is life under the Islamic
State or the Taliban all that different
from early-Reformation England,
where religious dissenters were
racked, works of art vandalized, and
monastic treasures looted?

In the final moments of Wolf Hall,
King Henry VIII encircles his man
with a royal bear hug. Cromwell has
engineered the trial and execution of
Anne Boleyn. Henry is free to pursue
his neurotic obsession to sire a son
with his new wife, Jane Seymour
(Kate Phillips). The look on Crom -
well’s face is worth unnumbered
words; he seems to know already that
his days of political power are num-
bered. But that is another story.

John Martin is a correspondent for TLC in
London.
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Anticipating
Sartre?

In his play No Exit, the philosopher
Jean-Paul Sartre imagines hell

without fire and brimstone, devils, or
pitchforks. To Sartre, hell was being
locked eternally in a room with oth-
ers, culminating in his assertion that
“Hell is other people.” Sartre uses a
reimagined hell to highlight key exis-
tentialist concerns that we can never
“be” anything, that our essence must
derive from our existence, and that it
exhibits “bad faith” to lack authen-
ticity. In Sartre’s mind, there is no
need for metaphysics, only for hu-
man reality.

Raymond Angelo Belliotti, a pro-
fessor of philosophy at the State Uni-
versity of New York at Fredonia and
the author of more than 15 books, ex-
tends Sartre’s vision back to The Di-
vine Comedy. Belliotti readily admits
that Dante and Sartre fit uneasily to-
gether. After all, Dante was a me-
dieval Christian, while Sartre was a
20th-century atheist. Dante believes
in a universe infused with order,
while Sartre posits an absurd life.
Dante sees the world as heading to-
ward the beatific vision, while Sartre
considers the afterlife a myth.

Despite these difficulties, Belliotti
maintains that Dante anticipates
some claims of 20th-century existen-

Dante’s Deadly Sins
Moral Philosophy in Hell

By Raymond Angelo Bel liotti . 
Wiley-Blackwell. Pp. 199. $29.95
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Founded in 1959, St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church is a welcoming faith community
dedicated to bearing true witness to the
love of God revealed in Christ. It is our
mission to spread his love by discipleship
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Our church is nestled in the residential

Hope Valley area of southwestern Durham
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Along with our parish community, St.
Stephen’s is also the home of St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Preschool, a half-day preschool
educating and nurturing children ages 2-
5. Please take a look at our website and
discover all that St. Stephen’s has to offer.
We invite you to join with us as a worship-
ing, learning, and serving community.
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single day of the year, and a total of (typi-
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the full Saint Thomas Choir of Men and
Boys, and here you will find the richness
of both the liturgy and the Anglican
choral tradition.
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Saints Great
and Small

Finding God: A Treasury of Con-
version Stories is a curated an-

thology in the words of some of the
most influential Christian leaders, as
well as some lesser-known saints.
Originally published as Conversions:
The Christian Experience, and then
Famous Conversions, John M. Mul-
der’s collection continues the work

tialism. For example, Dante empha-
sizes our personal freedom and the
consequences of our choices on our
lives. To Belliotti, this matches exis-
tentialist teaching that we are re-
sponsible for our own actions. Bel-
liotti believes that both existentialists
and Dante have a common concern
for “soul-crafting.” Further, both
Dante and modern existentialism
agree that authenticity is essential for
a good life.

Despite his valiant efforts, Belliotti
overstates his claim. The most seri-
ous evidence for this is his failure to
handle the Paradiso at all. Belliotti
includes discussions of the punish-
ment of sins according to the rule of
contrapasso (retributive justice) in
the Inferno, with a lengthy treatment
of the seven deadly sins. He also con-
ducts a case study on why Cato, a
Roman Stoic who committed suicide
after resisting Caesar, was an appro-
priate figure to guard the entrance to
Purgatory.

But he has almost nothing to say
about heaven. To interpret the Com-
edywithout its end in mind is to give
it an odd reading. Existentialism sim-
ply has little to say about an ordered,
hierarchical heaven as the goal of our
lives. Hence, it stretches Dante to the
breaking point to assert that he
matches thematically with modern
existentialists.

Belliotti’s strained reading is also
on display when he discusses Virgil,
Dante’s guide throughout much of
the Inferno and Purgatorio. Belliotti
has difficulty understanding why Vir-
gil, who lived before Christ’s first ad-
vent, found himself in the highest
echelon of hell, limbo. Not only is
there no discussion of original sin,
but he has no convincing answer for
why Virgil, the greatest of the virtu-
ous pagans, never made a leap of
faith toward grace. This evidences a
truncated view of sin, which causes
us to turn away from God and toward
changeable things. Thus, Belliotti’s
reading of the Comedy is innovative,
even enjoyable at times, but not ter-
ribly persuasive.

Kevin Dodge
Dallas

Finding God
A Treasury
of Conversion
Stories
By John M. Mulder.
Eerdmans. 
Pp. 418. $22

of his mentor, Hugh T. Kerr. These
are personal stories and, although
many of the figures are larger than
life, they are all sinners who found
their health in the gospel of Christ.

There is much room for debate be-
tween the dogmatic realties in which
each convert resides. Mulder side-
steps these theological gaps nicely by
allowing Teresa of Avila, or John
Wesley, or Bono to speak for him or
her self. Mulder and Kerr have done
well in providing historical, theologi-
cal, and spiritual contexts to each of
the entries. The accounts of some
converts, such as Jonathan Edwards,
will prompt a visit to the bibliogra-
phy.

Converts of the ancient and me-
dieval Church are not represented
well, which Mulder acknowledges in
the introduction. He mentions socio-
logical and theological reasons why
conversion stories are fairly rare un-
til the dawn of the Reformation.

Mulder’s can be as a starting point
in a small-group setting, helping peo-
ple to reflect on their own lives in
Christ.

The Rev. David Bumsted
Sarasota, Florida

The Historic Faith 
St. John’s Church in Savannah, chartered
in 1841, is an unusually traditional parish
within the Episcopal Church, a church
that still walks in the “old paths” of An-
glican belief and practice. Committed to

upholding and prop-
agating the historic
Faith and Order of
the Catholic Church
as set forth in the
Anglican formularies
and shared with the

Anglican Communion, our priorities are
reverent worship “in the beauty of holi-
ness,” according to the forms preserved
in the 1928 Prayer Book; teaching,
preaching, administration of the Sacra-
ments, and pastoral care grounded in
Scripture and the Church’s tradition; and
support for young families raising chil-
dren in the faith. Its Gothic Revival
church building, consecrated in 1853, is
notable for its stained glass, beamed roof,
and majestic reredos.  The Parish House,
one of Savannah’s finest antebellum man-
sions, is a place of hospitality for all; and
Cranmer Hall (2004) provides up-to-
date facilities in an attractive setting for
Christian education and community
outreach. 

St. John’s Church
1 West Macon St.

Savannah, Georgia 31401 
912.232.1251 • stjohnssav.org
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | Easter Day, April 5

Acts 10:34-43 or Isa. 25:6-9 • Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Cor. 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43 • John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

He Appears

“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with

power” and “he went about doing good
and healing all that were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him” (Acts
10:38). Indeed, God was preaching
peace by the ministry of his Son, a
peace to all nations (Acts 10:36; Luke
2:10). As the peacemaker, he is Lord of
all. He is in his person, in his word, in
the traces of his touch, in his gaze, in
sensory healings, a loving erosion of
the mortar securing the bricks in the
high walls of hostility (Eph. 2:14). But
in this world, walls matter. They make
a home and a city and a nation. Woe to
the Christ who would make the walls
come tumbling down. So, “they put
him to death by hanging him on a tree”
(Acts 10: 29).

St. Paul shares a grace by which the
gospel is preached. It comes, he says,
by “I or they” (1 Cor. 15:11). Sadly,
there is a shared sickness too by
which the gospel is rejected. “And this
is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and people loved
darkness rather than light because
their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). So,
as if driven by evil necessity, Jesus
dies. But as he trembles in grief and
anguish and bloody tears, his death is
a departure he foreknows, an end that
finally he accepts. “Christ died for our
sins” (1 Cor. 15:3). Our sins did the
deed.

Although hung for the peace he pur-
sued, his death was not death’s victory,
the stone put to his grave not forever
sealed. On the cross, with gaping
mouth and gasping breath, “he swal-
lowed up death forever” (Isa. 25:7).
The pall over the nations lifted, the
temple curtain torn, the earth shaken
and rocks split, even tombs opened
and the saints raised. Signs, strange to
be sure, of a single wonder. Death
could not contain him.

But who would believe it? Having
seen that the stone was rolled from
the entrance to the tomb, Mary Mag-
dalene reports to Simon Peter and the

beloved disciple: “They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb” (John 20:2).
Leaning into the cave, seeing angels,
she speaks again: “They have taken
away my Lord” (John 20:13). The
beloved disciple sees and believes, but
what he believes is unclear, “for as yet
they did not understand the scripture.”
(John 20:8-9). Perhaps Magdalene and
the disciple share a common creed. Je-
sus is dead and his body gone.

The way the story unfolds, the truth
the story tells, and the life the story
portrays — all are beyond all human
knowing. Jesus appears alive from the
dead, not merely alive as a living man,
but as the God-man who has gone to a
harrowing hell at the hands of sinful
humanity and yet comes again in love
and forgiveness. He speaks the inti-
macy of names. He speaks to Mary
Magdalene, and to Cephas and the 12,
and 500, and then speaks through time
until he speaks today. I hear him. I
know him. I dare say it. Though last of
all in ways I ought not to say, he has
chosen me as a witness. As a witness
of the good news of his resurrection, I
stand, and hope to hold firm until his
lordship is the peace of the world
(Acts 10:36).

Who am I to tell, but I must as a wit-
ness, one chosen and called. I know
where he is. He is going just ahead of
you. Look! See him, just as, in the deep
chamber of your heart, he told you
(Mark 16:7).

Look It Up
Read Mark 16:8.

Think About It
The women are as silent as death.
Then they speak..
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 2 Easter, April 12

Acts 4:32-35 • Ps. 133 • 1 John 1:1-2:2 • John 20:19-31

The Senses Know
The disciples have all things in com-

mon, but bear testimony not to
their lifestyle; they are one in heart
and mind, but speak not of inner peace
and collective harmony. They garner
great virtue and give evidence of
grace, but give no self-congratulating
confession (Acts 4:32). Rather, they
“testify to the resurrection of Jesus
Christ” (Acts 4:33). For it is in the grip
and power of Christ’s resurrection that
they are compelled to give to each ac-
cording to need, and to feel and know
that the heart and mind of one is a
matter of concern to all.

They are in the orbit of this power;
their gaze is turned to it. Indeed, all
their senses awaken to Christ the
Risen One. A lesson begins with a sen-
tence that begins with these words:
“We declare to you.” The conventions
of a modern English translation, how-
ever, have been untrue to our text; the
truth is tucked away in the safe cover
of the Authorized Version: “That which
was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked upon
…. We have seen, and bear witness,
and declare to you that eternal life
which was with the Father and was
manifested to us — that which we
have seen and heard we declare to
you, that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is
with the Father and his Son Jesus
Christ” (1 John 1:1-3 NKJV).

Before public proclamation, there is
seeing with eyes to see, touching with
hands to touch, hearing with ears to
hear; a deep sensory encounter with
Christ so magnificent and overwhelm-
ing that it raises the disciples to com-
munion with the Father, which they
experience through their communion
with the Son. They proclaim the Risen
One whom they know and the com-
munion he gives and the joy that is
complete only as Christ’s new life goes
out to the ends of the earth (John 1:4).

Is there another way to know Christ,
to know without seeing and touching

and hearing? A story is told. Jesus ap-
pears to the disciples and greets them
in the narrative present: “Peace be
with you” (John 20:19b). Before the
greeting, he arrives and stands among
them. He is there, alive and yet still
bearing his body broken. His brow is
bruised, his hands and feet pierced, his
side split open, his back marred and
ripped. The disciples see and believe.
But not Thomas; he is not there.

Hearing the report of the appear-
ance, Thomas says: “Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hand, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and
my hand in his side, I will not believe”
(John 20:25). So, appearing again, Je-
sus invites Thomas to reach and touch.
Thomas believes because he sees. Je-
sus says this: “Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to
believe” (John 20:29). The second,
third, and forth generation of Chris-
tian disciples never heard the tone of
Jesus’ voice, never felt his human
hand, never looked upon the visage of
the God-man.

He is, to be sure, in the mind and
heart. But he is, no less, where the
holy water is, the unctuous olive, the
board of bread and word, the joining
of hands, a priest forever, a sin re-
pented, a pall put to a coffin: embod-
ied wherever he wills to be.

And he wills to be in our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of
this life, and especially the redemption
of the whole circle of the languishing
lands.

Look It Up
Read Psalm 133.

Think About It
Use the oil of gladness. Let it run from
your face to your robe. Can you feel
the everlasting?
.

Always Welcome
Unless you are really sneaky, you will be
welcomed on the sidewalk the first time
you come to Christ Church, San Anto-
nio. If you fill out a visitor card, the
preacher will call you that evening, and
then send a letter, to say thanks and
please come again. You will be invited to
join others at the rector’s home on the
first Sunday of the month for lunch and
relaxed conversation. Next is a small
group, eight-session course, held quar-
terly, to look at the most important

questions from the gospel. And in
another eight-session course, held in the
fall, we examine the Episcopal Church’s
history, worship, teaching, mission, and
spirituality. Out of this class, some are
confirmed, others are received into the
church, and others reaffirm their faith.
In all events, we’re serious about saying
“hello.” This is our mission at Christ
Church: Drawing, Changing, and Send-
ing People through the Power of Christ.
We hope you take us up on our welcome,
and perhaps join us in our mission.

Christ Church
510 Belknap Place

San Antonio, Texas 78212 
210.736.3132 • cecsa.org

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor



CLAS S I F I EDS
FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episco-
pal flags and banners by Festival Flags in Rich-
mond,VA. Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247
or by E-mail at festflags@aol.com.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

PART-TIME RECTOR: Piedmont Episcopal Church
in beautiful Madison, Virginia seeks a part-time rector to
lead a dynamic, faith-filled parish. Please see the parish
profile at www.piedmontepiscopalchurchva.org. For
more information, please email woodelf@comcast.net.

POSITIONS OFFERED

ASSISTANT/ASSOCIATE RECTOR: St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Akron (OH) is an energetic
corporate parish in need of a priest to take respon-
sibility for pastoral care and ministries related to it,
while sharing in teaching, preaching, and liturgical
duties.  We seek a warm, loving, and experienced
priest who loves to be with people and will work
well on a large church staff.  A solid prayer life,
confidence in the gospel, and a thoughtful ground-
ing in the faith are all essential. Please contact the
Rector, The Reverend Mark Pruitt, for details at
mpruitt@stpaulsakron.org or (330) 836-9320.
Resumes will be received by Ms. Marcheta Scott
at mscott@stpaulsakron.org or St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, 1361 W. Market Street, Akron,
OH 44313. Position will remain open until filled.

To inquire or place print or online
classified ads, contact:

adverti sing@livingchurch.org   
(414) 292-1245

Part-time Rector
Holy Cross, Wisconsin Dells

Our reason for existence is simple:
worship God in the Beauty of

His Holiness. All else flows from
there. Wish list: Mass on Sundays
and pastoral care. Must pray well
with others. Part of an active
vacation/resort community that

offers both excitement and solitude.
For more information, write to

holycrosssearchwidells@gmail.com or
Holy Cross Episcopal Church
Attention: Search Committee

322 Unity Drive
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965

www.holycrosswisconsindells.com
Check us out on Facebook:

Holy Cross Episcopal Church Wisconsin Dells
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TThhee OOrrddeerr ooff JJuulliiaann  
ooff NNoorrwwiicchh 

CCoonntteemmppllaattiivvee MMoonnaassttiicc LLiiffee 
ffoorr wwoommeenn aanndd mmeenn 

iinn tthhee EEppiissccooppaall CChhuurrcchh 

    • Community life     
             • Individual silent retreat 
                      • Affiliation        

www.orderofjulian.org 
262-549-0452 

!

NNOOTTIICCEE: MOVING SERVICES

Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net • skip@custommovers.net
““MMoovviinngg EEppiissccooppaall cclleerrggyy ttoo nneeww mmiinniissttrriieess ssiinnccee 11998822..””

Clergy discounts   • Only one survey/ 3 estimates   • Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans   • Late pick-up/delivery penalties*

Internet satellite tracking   • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752
*Certain Restrictions apply

Evangelion 2015 
April 24-26, 2015

A conference for Evangelicals
in the Episcopal Church 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
(Diocese of Albany)
16 Elsmere Avenue
Delmar, NY 12054

Speakers
The Rev. Dr. Lee Gatiss, 

Director of Church Society, UK

The Rev. Philip Wainwright
University of Pittsburgh,

campus minister

Thomas Isham 
journalist and scholar

To register or find
more information, visit 

www.evangeliontec.org 

Evangelion 2015
April 24-26, 2015

A conference for Evangelicals
in the Episcopal Church 

SStt.. SStteepphheenn’’ss EEppiissccooppaall CChhuurrcchh,,
DDeellmmaarr,, NNeeww YYoorrkk
(Diocese of Albany)

wwwwww..eevvaannggeelliioonntteecc..oorrgg 

PRIEST ASSOCIATE: St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
Bonita Springs, in the Diocese of Southwest Florida, is
a vibrant  program-size parish with an average Sunday
attendance of over 300 and an annual budget of over
$800,000. The congregation triples from August to Feb-
ruary with the annual southerly migration of its seasonal
members.

Worship at St. Mary’s is celebrated using the 1979
Book of Common Prayer and 1982 Hymnal, in modern
Anglo-Catholic style, textured with Anglican Chant and
a repertoire of traditional and contemporary choral
music. Christian formation and thorough pastoral care
of St. Mary’s members are  high priority and are pro-
vided by clergy and lay people.  Hospitality and out-
reach are integral to the parish’s life.

Accordingly, in addition to the standard priestly
competencies, the successful candidate will have:

• entrepreneurial ability to develop new
initiatives successfully.
• specific ability to develop youth and families
ministries.
St. Mary’s offers the priest associate the opportunity

to participate fully in the life of a dynamic parish, being
mentored by an experienced rector. 

Resumes will be received by Ms. Denise Witkop at
churchoffice@stmarysbonita.org or St. Mary’s Epis-
copal Church, PO Box 1923, Bonita Springs FL 34134.

CHAPLAIN:Saint James School, Hagerstown, Maryland.
Co-ed Boarding School, Grades 8 through 12, 225 students.

Founded in 1842 by the leaders of the Oxford Move-
ment, Saint James is a small, traditional boarding school
located in central Maryland.  Through regular corporate
worship and religious studies classes, Saint James is
committed to the spiritual formation of its students, as
well as their academic, athletic, and artistic develop-
ment.  While deeply rooted in the Anglican tradition and
strongly committed to maintaining its Episcopal ethos,
Saint James celebrates religious diversity among its stu-
dents and supports their spiritual formation regardless of
their faith background.  Saint James School, therefore, is
looking for a chaplain to join an administrative team
committed to the school’s mission and values.
Requirements:
• Master of Divinity Degree and priestly ordination in
the Episcopal Church
• Experience leading worship, including preaching
and presiding
• Experience teaching religious studies, especially
scripture 
• Experience working with adolescents
• Commitment to living in community
For further information, please consult our website:

www.stjames.edu.Candidates should send cover letter,
resume, and references to:
The Revd. Dr. D. Stuart Dunnan, Headmaster
Saint James School, 17641 College Road, Hagerstown,
Maryland 21740 • email: ebdavis@stjames.edu

POSITIONS OFFERED

Episcopal Priests
Wanted

FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME
Anglo-Catholic, Evangelical, 

Charismatic

Episcopal Diocese of Albany
Email: 

Beth Strickland, TMO
estrickland@albanydiocese.org

http://www.custommovers.net
http://www.orderofjulian.org
http://www.evangeliontec.org


Birmingham, Alabama
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
oF THE ADVENT
2017 sixth Ave. N. • 205.251.2324
adventbirmingham.org

Vail, Colorado
CHURCH oF THE TRANsFIGURATIoN
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Bradenton, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
4030 Manatee Ave. w. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIoCEsE oF FLoRIDA
325 N. Market st. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

orlando, Florida
DIoCEsE oF CENTRAL FLoRIDA
1017 E. Robinson st. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

sarasota, Florida
CHURCH oF THE REDEEMER
222 south Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

savannah, Georgia
THE CoLLEGIATE CHURCH
oF sT. PAUL THE APosTLE
1802 Abercorn st. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

savannah, Georgia
sT. JoHN’s CHURCH
1 w. Macon st. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Chicago, Illinois
DIoCEsE oF CHICAGo
65 E Huron st. • 312.751.4200
episcopalchicago.org

springfield, Illinois
DIoCEsE oF sPRINGFIELD
821 s. second st. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

shreveport, Louisiana
sT. MARK’s CATHEDRAL 
908 Rutherford street • 318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Chevy Chase, Maryland
ALL sAINTs CHURCH
3 Chevy Chase Circle • 301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

st. Louis, Missouri
THE CHURCH oF sT. MICHAEL
& sT. GEoRGE
6345 wydown Blvd. • 314.721.1502
csmsg.org

New york, New york
EPIsCoPAL CHURCH FoUNDATIoN
815 second Ave. • 212.697.2858
episcopalfoundation.org

New york, New york
TRINITy wALL sTREET
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, New york
DIoCEsE oF wEsTERN NEw yoRK
1064 Brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, North Carolina
sT. TIMoTHy’s CHURCH
4523 six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Columbus, ohio
DIoCEsE oF soUTHERN oHIo
412 sycamore st. • 800.582.1712
episcopal-dso.org

oklahoma City, oklahoma
ALL soULs’ CHURCH
6400 N. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

oklahoma City, oklahoma
DIoCEsE oF oKLAHoMA
924 N. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

wayne, Pennsylvania
sT. DAVID’s CHURCH
763 s. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
s. sTEPHEN’s CHURCH
114 George st. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

Nashville, Tennessee
DIoCEsE oF TENNEssEE
3700 woodmont Blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

Nashville, Tennessee
sT. GEoRGE’s CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

sewanee, Tennessee
CoMMUNITy oF sT. MARy
soUTHERN PRoVINCE
1100 st. Mary’s Lane • 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

THE LIVING CHURCH Partners 2015
SPONSORS

THE LIVING CHURCH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).
To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.

THE DIoCEsE oF wEsTERN NEw yoRK

CHURCH oF THE INCARNATIoN, DALLAs



GUARANTORS
(Continued from previous page)

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THE INCARNATIoN
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIoCEsE oF DALLAs
1630 N. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
THE CHURCH oF sT. JoHN
THE DIVINE
2450 River oaks Blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIoCEsE oF TEXAs
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
sT. DUNsTAN’s CHURCH
14301 stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
sT. MARTIN’s CHURCH
717 sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

san Antonio, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
510 Belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

west Brattleboro, Vermont
JERUsALEM PEACEBUILDERs
P.o. Box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHEDRAL CHURCH 
oF ALL sAINTs
818 E. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

Mobile, Alabama
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHEDRAL
115 s. Conception st.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Denver, Colorado
sT. JoHN’s CATHEDRAL
1350 washington st.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
EPIsCoPAL CHURCH
IN CoNNECTICUT
290 Pratt street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIsT CHURCH, GEoRGETowN
31st and o sts. Nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

orlando, Florida
sT. MARy oF THE ANGELs
6316 Matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

Parrish, Florida
DIoCEsE oF soUTHwEsT
FLoRIDA
8005 25th st. E. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Pensacola, Florida
DIoCEsE oF THE CENTRAL
GULF CoAsT
201 N. Baylen st. • 850.434.7337
diocgc.org

Vero Beach, Florida
TRINITy CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

wellington, Florida
sT. DAVID’s IN THE PINEs
465 west Forest Hill Blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH oF THE GooD
sHEPHERD
2230 walton way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

south Bend, Indiana
DIoCEsE oF NoRTHERN
INDIANA
117 N. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Detroit, Michigan
sT. JoHN’s CHURCH
2326 woodward Ave.
313.962.7358
stjohnsdetroit.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
DIoCEsE oF MINNEsoTA
1730 Clifton Pl., ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIoCEsE oF MIssIssIPPI
118 N. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Titusville, New Jersey
soCIETy oF MARy
AMERICAN REGIoN
secretary: Dr. Paul Cooper
415 Pennington-Titusville Rd.
somamerica.org

Albuquerque, New Mexico
DIoCEsE oF THE RIo GRANDE
6400 Coors Blvd. Nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, New york
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, New york
DIoCEsE oF LoNG IsLAND
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, New york
THE CHURCH oF THE MEssIAH
296 Glen st. • 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, New york
DIoCEsE oF ALBANy
580 Burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

New york, New york
GRACE CHURCH
802 Broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

New york, New york
sT. THoMAs CHURCH
FIFTH AVENUE
1 west 53rd st. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

Durham, North Carolina
sT. sTEPHEN’s CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Monroeville, Pennsylvania
DIoCEsE oF PITTsBURGH
4099 william Penn Hwy. ste 502
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, south Carolina
CHURCH oF THE HoLy
CoMMUNIoN
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, south Carolina
DIoCEsE oF UPPER
soUTH CARoLINA
1115 Marion st. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

Nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHEDRAL
900 Broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Nashville, Tennessee
sT. BARTHoLoMEw’s CHURCH
4800 Belmont Park Ter.
615.377.4750
stbs.net

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THE GooD
sHEPHERD
700 s. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THE GooD
sHEPHERD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIoCEsE oF FoRT woRTH
2900 Alemeda st.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas
sT. PETER’s CHURCH
320 saint Peter st.
830.257.8162
stpeterskerrville.com

Midland, Texas
TRINITy sCHooL oF MIDLAND
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

san Antonio, Texas
DIoCEsE oF wEsT TEXAs
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

SPONSORS

THE LIVING CHURCH Partners 2015



Kinston, North Carolina
DIoCEsE oF EAsT CARoLINA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Fargo, North Dakota
DIoCEsE oF NoRTH DAKoTA
3600 25th st. s. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
sT. ANDREw’s CHURCH
5801 Hampton st. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosEPH oF ARIMATHEA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Knoxville, Tennessee
CHURCH oF THE AsCENsIoN
800 s. Northshore Dr.
865.588.0589
knoxvilleascension.org

Memphis, Tennessee
DIoCEsE oF wEsT TENNEssEE
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH oF THE sAVIoR
110 s Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THE HoLy CRoss
4052 Herschel Ave.
214.528.3855
holycrossdallas.org

Denton, Texas
sT. DAVID oF wALEs
623 Ector st. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIoCEsE oF NoRTHwEsT
TEXAs
1802 Broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

Navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLEN
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

waco, Texas
CHURCH oF THE HoLy sPIRIT
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia
sT. JAMEs’s CHURCH
1205 w. Franklin st.
804.355.1779
doers.org

Pewaukee, wisconsin
sT. BARTHoLoMEw’s CHURCH
N27 w24000 Paul Ct.
262.691.0836
stbartspewaukee.com

New orleans, Louisiana
DIoCEsE oF LoUIsIANA
1623 7th st. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIoCEsE oF wEsTERN
LoUIsIANA
335 Main st. • 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

Boston, Massachusetts
THE CHURCH oF THE ADVENT
30 Brimmer st. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

Boston, Massachusetts
DIoCEsE oF MAssACHUsETTs
138 Tremont st. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

springfield, Massachusetts
DIoCEsE oF wEsTERN
MAssACHUsETTs
37 Chestnut st. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACE CHURCH
1815 Hall st. sE • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Las Vegas, Nevada
DIoCEsE oF NEVADA
9480 s. Eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, New Hampshire
DIoCEsE oF NEw HAMPsHIRE
63 Green st. • 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, New Jersey
DIoCEsE oF NEw JERsEy
808 w state st. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, New york
CoMMUNITy oF sT. MARy
EAsTERN PRoVINCE
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

New york, New york
CHURCH oF THE
TRANsFIGURATIoN
1 E. 29th st. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, New york
DIoCEsE oF RoCHEsTER
935 East Ave. • 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

Richmond, Virginia
sT. MATTHEw’s CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org

seattle, washington
DIoCEsE oF oLyMPIA
1551 10th Ave. E
206.325.4200
ecww.org

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCEsE oF wEsT VIRGINIA
1608 Virginia st. E
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCEsE oF FoND DU LAC
1051 N. Lynndale Dr. ste. 1B
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
DIoCEsE oF MILwAUKEE
804 E. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028
diomil.org

sheboygan, wisconsin
GRACE CHURCH
1011 N. 7th st. • 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

Pine Bluff, Arkansas
TRINITy CHURCH
703 w. 3rd Ave. • 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

Carlsbad, California
sT. MICHAEL’s By-THE-sEA 
2775 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIoCEsE oF DELAwARE
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

orlando, Florida
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
oF sT. LUKE
130 N. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIoCEsE oF IowA
225 37th st. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

ASSOCIATES



Stay up to date before, during, and after the 78th General Convention by subscribing to THE LIVING CHURCH for
only $9.95 (9 issues)! The 78th General Convention convenes in Salt Lake City from June 25 through July 3, 2015.
This special offer to new subscribers will bring you in-depth convention news coverage and analysis, including a
special pre-convention issue that will serve as a guide and a post-convention issue that will serve as a record.

Don’t Miss THE LIVING CHURCH’s Coverage 
of the 78th General Convention!

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS: $9.95 (9 ISSUES)

Name _________________________________________
Address _______________________________________
City ___________________________________________
State ________________________ Zip ______________
Phone (________)________________________________
Email __________________________________________

o Check    o MC/VISA

Card #_________________________________________
Exp. Date______________________________________
Signature ______________________________________

o $9.95 
(9 issues)

Order with MC/VISA toll-free at:
1-800-211-2771
Order online at:
livingchurch.org/GenConOffer
Send in this coupon to:
The Living Church Foundation
P.O. Box 510705
Milwaukee, WI 53203-0121
Copy this form and sign up as many 
people as you wish for only $9.95 each. 
Foreign rates and sample copies 
also available. 

ALL BISHOPS AND DEPUTIES TO GENERAL CONVENTION  •  ALL CLERGY AND LAY LEADERS  •   ENGAGED EPISCOPALIANS
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