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Searching for Transparency

Questions are swirling about meth-
ods used for vetting bishop candi-
dates in the wake of a fatal incident
in Baltimore involving a newly con-
secrated bishop with a drunken-driv-
ing record.

But consultants who advise search
committees remain confident in the
processes that dioceses use to select
top leaders. Risk-assessment proto-
cols are robust, they said, and give
committees the latitude they need to
make wise, individual judgments.

Online conversation boards lit up
soon after reports spread that the Rt.
Rev. Heather Cook, Bishop Suffragan
of Maryland, was driving a car that
struck a bicyclist, who later died
from injuries. Cook was charged Jan-
uary 9 with manslaughter, driving un-
der the influence of alcohol and leav-
ing the scene of a fatal accident.

She initially left the scene of the
December 27 incident in Baltimore,
according to the diocese, but then re-
turned to accept responsibility. The
Baltimore Sun reported on one bicy-
clist, Moncure Lyon, who followed
Cook home to an apartment complex
before she returned to the accident
scene.

Some readers of Episcopal Café
protested that Cook had been con-
victed of driving under the influence
of alcohol, yet was nominated and
elected to lead the diocese. In 2010,
she pleaded guilty to DUI and re-
ceived probation before judgment;
charges of marijuana possession and
possession of drug paraphernalia
were dropped. Her ordination and
consecration took place on Septem-
ber 6.

“This is a matter of moral charac-
ter, and there seems to be a serious
ethical failure in this instance,” wrote
the Rev. John Farrell, a retired priest
in the Diocese of New York. “I was
also shocked to learn she was
charged in 2010 with DUI and pos-
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Heather Cook

session of pot. Could someone tell
me where the hell the Suffragan
Search Committee was on this one?”

Members of the search committee
declined to comment on their
process because she is the subject of
a disciplinary review, said Sharon
Tillman, the diocese’s director for
communications. Cook is on admin-
istrative leave pending church and
police investigations. The diocese is-
sued a statement on December 30.

“As part of the search process,
Bishop Cook fully disclosed the 2010
DUI for which charges were filed re-
sulting in a ‘probation before judg-
ment,”” the statement said. “After ex-
tensive discussion and discernment
about the incident, and after further
investigation, including extensive
background check and psychological
investigation, it was determined that
this one mistake should not bar her
for consideration as a leader.”

If convicted on all charges, Cook
could face more than 20 years in
prison. Prosecutors say her blood-al-
cohol level was nearly three times
the legal limit and that she was dis-
tracted by text messages at the time
of the crash, according to a Balti-
more Sun report.

Some are now calling for close ex-

amination of processes used by
search committees, not only in Mary-
land but in other dioceses as well.
Among the issues is whether search
committees are sufficiently equipped
to assess risks posed by candidates
who have experienced problems in
their lives.

“I don’t believe that 3 years is long
enough sober after a DUI that the
nominating committee should have
allowed her name to go forward,” the
Rev. Bill Carroll, rector of Emmanuel
Church in Shawnee, Oklahoma,
wrote at Episcopal Café. “We need to
think carefully about how candidates
are vetted and how criminal convic-
tions of any kind are handled.”

Consultants to search committees
are not convinced the Cook case has
exposed a flawed system. They be-
lieve the processes, which vary
somewhat from one diocese to the
next, are rich with resources for as-
sessing risk. The challenge lies in ap-
pointing committee members who
will use those resources judiciously
and block a nomination when neces-
sary.

“We have a very good process of
background checks and referencing,”
said the Very Rev. Ronald Clingen-
peel of Louisiana, who has consulted
with search committees for 17 years.
“It requires, in terms of the referenc-
ing, that people be open and honest.
... How one assesses risk depends
on the information one receives.”

When seeking new bishops, every
diocese conducts certain forms of
due diligence. It considers criminal
backgrounds and credit histories,
physical and psychiatric examina-
tions, civil court records, motor ve-
hicle records, references from bish-
ops in dioceses in which potential
nominees have served, and self-dis-
closure questionnaires.

What happens with the gathered
information, however, is at the dis-



Updates from Baltimore

Jan. 12: District Court Judge Nicole Pastore Klein
declined to reduce Cook’s bail of $2.5 million. Klein
said the allegations against Cook show a “reckless and
careless indifference to life.”

Jan. 14: In a letter to his diocese, the Rt. Rev. Eu-
gene Sutton, Bishop of Maryland, wrote of a fellow
bishop telling him he was not to blame for the fatality
involving Bishop Cook.

“I burst into tears,” Bishop Sutton wrote. “Later,
praying before the Icon of Christ the [Pantocrator], I
gazed into those piercing eyes of our Lord, asking:
What is Christ wanting to say to me? And what did I
want to say to him? After what seemed like an eternity,

I was finally able to gaze into his eyes and say: ‘Lord,
it’s not your fault.” And both of us cried.”

Jan. 15: Mark H. Hansen, a deposed priest of the
Diocese of Connecticut, posted bail for Cook. He is
serving as lay pastor of St. Clement’s Church in
Massey, in the Diocese of Easton.

Cook alluded to Hansen in her profile as a nominee
for Bishop Suffragan: “Supporting me in my vocation
is my steady companion, Mark, a passionate Anglican.
After having dated in our twenties, life took us differ-
ent ways, but we found each other again two years
ago, and it has been a great blessing.”

Cook returned to a treatment program for addiction.
Her trial was scheduled for February 6, which was
likely to change.

cretion of the search committee,
starting with the chair, Clingenpeel
said. If the chair deems a misde-
meanor to be insignificant decades
later, or regards a settled lawsuit as
non-germane, then the rest of the
committee might never hear about
those elements in a candidate’s past.
If the committee does discuss such
issues, nothing in Episcopal Church
canons says it has to share them with

the voting convention.

Some in the Diocese of Maryland
have complained that the electing
convention was not told about
Cook’s DUI conviction. Sources in-
terviewed for this story would not
comment on the Maryland process
leading to her election.

As a general rule, search commit-
tees need to be selective about what
they disclose from a candidate’s

background, even if it means with-
holding information that the commit-
tee has weighed and discussed in
depth, said the Rt. Rev. Edward
Salmon, dean and president of
Nashotah House Theological Semi-
nary and a past consultant on bishop-
and rector-search committees. Some-
times relevant issues are of a per-

(Continued on next page)
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Searching for Transparency

(Continued from previous page)

sonal nature and must be handled
with care.

“The question is how to deal with
private issues in a person’s life with-
out making that public information,
which is not helpful,” Bishop Salmon
said.

Standing committees, which ap-
point search committees and receive
their nominee slates, ultimately de-
cide what in a candidate’s back-
ground is shared with the electorate.

“Anything that a standing commit-
tee wishes to share with the elec-
torate is certainly up to them,” Clin-
genpeel said. “And they have to make
some pastoral decisions around that
also.”

When problems in a person’s back-
ground come before the search com-
mittee, the panel considers its op-
tions and next steps. They frequently
seek guidance from consultants and
from the Rt. Rev. Clayton Matthews
of the Episcopal Church’s Office of
Pastoral Development.

“What’s incumbent on a search
committee,” Salmon said, “is to in-
vestigate, to see that the person has
dealt with [the problem] and can give
you certifiable evidence that profes-
sional people believe that it’s not an
issue.” In the case of an alcoholic in
recovery, he said, a committee
should secure a written reference
from the candidate’s substance-
abuse counselor.

Few church canons apply to the
bishop-search process, which is
largely left to each diocese to struc-
ture and administer. Only a few
codes apply: a candidate must be at
least 30 years of age, for instance,
and must receive consent from a ma-
jority of the church’s bishops and
diocesan standing committees. Oth-
erwise, clear rules are largely non-
existent, unless a diocese has devel-
oped them.

Thus a candidate is not automati-
cally disqualified for having a crimi-
nal background or an episode of sub-
stance abuse within the past couple
of years. In general, committees need
not rely on rigid formulas for dis-



qualifying candidates, Salmon said,
because each case is different.

“If we got rid of every alcoholic,
we'd get rid of some people who
have been able to lick that by the
grace of God and have been some of
our finest leaders,” Salmon said.
Whether a candidate has been sober
long enough to become a bishop is a
judgment best made with counsel
from professionals who have worked
with the individual, he said.

In the absence of hard-and-fast dis-
qualifiers, committees may take into
account what a candidate has done
to overcome setbacks or manage
challenges. It’s important for them to
consider factors such as the candi-
date’s degree of self-awareness and
ability to use effective compensating
strategies, according to Suzanne Fou-
cault, a San Diego-based consultant
to bishop search committees.

General Convention could poten-
tially vote to create new rules that
would bind all search committees
and make risk assessment more con-
sistent. But Episcopalians have long
been content to leave most vetting to
local committees representing
unique diocesan cultures.

“I don’t think there’s any way to
take the risk out of something,”
Salmon said. “The best we can do is
put competent people in place to
work for the Church.”

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Invite the Poor

On the day after Thanksgiving, New
York City lawyer Hunter Carter paid
$1,000 to do something he had never
done before: share a meal with a
group of homeless people.

The opportunity came via Fare
Share Friday, a first-time fundraiser
at his church, St. Bartholomew’s in
midtown Manhattan. He was among
the 167 New Yorkers who paid $100
per plate to have a fine dining expe-
rience side-by-side with 257 of their
most vulnerable neighbors. For one
night, rich and poor engaged each
other as equals and savored the ex-
perience.

“Nothing I've ever done or experi-

enced as a Christian compares to
what I felt sitting there at Fare Share
Friday,” Carter said a few weeks
later. “If I ever thought Jesus could
walk in and be among us, it was
there.”

By all accounts, the evening had the
air of a special night. Tables had white
tablecloths. Servers brought salmon
and other gourmet dishes donated by
the Waldorf Astoria and Palace hotels.
Homeless guests spiffed up for the oc-

casion and donors wore come-as-you-
are casual, to the point that one could
hardly tell who was homeless and
who wasn'’t. They passed bowls and
serving plates around family style. It
all happened just a few steps from the
altar.

Table conversation was awkward
at first, but soon people were sharing
stories. Carter’s mother broke the ice
by asking guests directly: “How did

(Continued on next page)
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Invite the Poor

(Continued from previous page)

you become homeless?” One young
man explained that he had come
from a Southern state to find work in
New York. When his dream did not
pan out, he could not afford to return
home. An older man summed up his
story: many years of homelessness
had stigmatized him. Now no one
wants to hire him, so he’s stuck.

Carter choked back tears when he
told about the man at the table who
did not dare dine.

“Rather than eat with us, he put all
his food in a to-go box and looked
nervously around, like, When can I
leave?” Carter recalled. “He was
telling us how he couldn’t remember
the last time he’d eaten a Thanksgiv-
ing meal and how good it was. He
just didn’t want it to pass. He wanted
to hold on to it. He was afraid that it
would run out, or that he wouldn’t
be able to enjoy it.”

Fare Share Friday was the idea of
the Rev. Edward Sunderland, associ-
ate rector at St. Bartholomew’s. He’s
also executive director of Crossroads
Community Services, a soup kitchen,
food pantry, and shelter founded by
St. Bart’s.

He had sensed an opportunity as
Thanksgiving approached. Staff at
neighboring hotels, which regularly
donate food to Crossroads, asked
how they might do something special
for the homeless. Sunderland sug-
gested a special meal be served on a
day when people in need often feel
forgotten: the day after Thanksgiv-
ing. And why not invite people of
means to join them?

“The Church can be a place where
businesses can come together with
people who are interested in solving
the problems of hunger and home-
lessness, along with the people who
are living the problems of hunger and
homelessness,” Sunderland said.
“What an amazing benefit that is —
not only for the world, but also for
the Church.”

Fare Share Friday was the first
fundraising event for Crossroads,
and it proved a smashing success.
Plate receipts generated $16,700.

More than $70,000 poured in from
donors who did not dine but wanted
to support the event. After expenses,
net proceeds from the night came to
$70,000. That’s enough to cover
about 18 percent of the Crossroads
budget for the year.

Sunderland plans to offer Fare
Share Friday again in the week of
Thanksgiving next year. He hopes to
publish a kit to help other congrega-
tions follow the model and stage
their own Fare Share Friday events.

“We're hoping that next year we'll
be able to get some buzz going about
this,” Sunderland said, “and really
take more ground in terms of chang-
ing the place that our church, soup
kitchen, shelter, and food pantry
have in the national dialogue about
this by trying to replicate this across
the country.”

G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Katherine Ragsdale

Dean Ragsdale
Leaving EDS

The Very Rev. Katherine Hancock
Ragsdale has announced her resigna-
tion as dean and president of Episco-
pal Divinity School.

“I have informed EDS’s board of
trustees of my intent not to request a
renewal of my contract when it ex-
pires at the end of June 2015, the
dean wrote on January 5. “Further, I
have asked them, if possible, to expe-
dite the process of naming a succes-
sor so that I may explore new oppor-
tunities. Of course I will do everything



I can to insure a smooth transition.”

The seminary’s board of trustees
thanked Dean Ragsdale for her serv-
ice:

“Since her appointment over five
years ago, President Ragsdale has
served EDS with vigor and a com-
mitment to excellence. President
Ragsdale undertook a deep and real
challenge when she began her tenure
at the helm of EDS, including arriving
at a difficult time in the wake of the
sale of iconic property to secure the
institution’s financial future, and dur-
ing a time of challenge in the broader
field of theological education.”

The full text of both letters is avail-
able via livingchurch.org.

Order Elects
New Visitor

The Rt. Rev. R. William Franklin,
Bishop of Western New York, is the
new episcopal visitor to the Com-
panions of St. Luke-OSB. Members
of the order elected Franklin to suc-
ceed the Rt. Rev. Dean Wolfe, Bishop
of Kansas, as their visitor.

The Episcopal Church requires re-
ligious communities and orders that
operate independently from normal
diocesan structures to elect a bishop
visitor to assure that they have ec-
clesiastical support and oversight.

Early in his career, Bishop
Franklin taught courses on monastic
history at the Benedictine St. John’s
University in Collegeville, Minnesota.
While at St. John’s he taught at sev-
eral Benedictine Experiences at the
Episcopal House of Prayer.

The bishop has been married since
1971 to Carmela Vircillo Franklin, a
scholar in medieval studies at Co-
lumbia University.

The Companions of St. Luke is a
dispersed Benedictine community
with members in 20 states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and England. CSL
began in the Diocese of Chicago in
June 1992 and is a recognized Chris-
tian community of the Episcopal
Church. The community is an active
member of the National Association

The questions fOI’ the season ofa grown-up Lent

are not, “What will you give up for Lent?” or even

“What will you do for Lent?” but rather

“Who will you be in Lent?”

or even

“Whoose will you be in Lent?”

- A Grown-Up Lent

Ba:

Finding God in Lent & East

Easter Week Mini #2355

Meditation Cards reg. j&i'(f sale $8.50
#2370 | #2270

reg.m sale $12.75

A Grown-Up Lent

When Giving Up Chocolate
isn’t Enough

THE SOUL'S
JOURNEY
; Joanna Leiserson
#2206 #2305
reg. M sa]e $54 reg. ${ sale $5-4O

Use LENT15B to receive 15% off select Lenten
items. Code valid January 26-February 8.

Order at www.forwardmovement.org

or 1.800.543.1813

s\\\“?@_ Forward
%ﬂk\\x Movement

www.forwardmovement.org

February 8, 2015 « THE LIVING CHURCH 9



‘Easter Day, 1897

Material History

From Buffalo Bill to Fr. Kano

at Church of Our Savior in North Platte, Nebraska

Church of Our Savior will have much to
contribute. North Platte exists today because in 1866
the Union Pacific Railroad extended its line to that
point along the North Platte River.

North Platte’s identity as a frontier town — a way
station between railroads and covered wagons mov-
ing further west — has given Church of Our Savior
several brushes with history, and attorney Steve Kay
has recorded them with diligence.

Much of the parish history is evident in everyday
surroundings. A wood altar and reredos in St.
George’s Chapel are the handiwork of the Rev.
Charles F. Chapman, the parish’s rector from 1905 to
1913. The wood came from two saloons, including

hen the city of North Platte, Nebraska, cel-
s ; s } ebrates its 150th anniversary next year, the
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“Guy’s Place,” which benefited from the business of
Col. William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody.

Kay cites the late historian Nellie Snyder Yost on
the importance of Guy’s Place in Cody’s life.

“In time Guy Laing’s saloon, across the street from
the depot, came to be the favorite with Cody and the
general run of cowboys,” Yost wrote in The Call of the
Range: The Story of the Nebraska Stock Growers As-
sociation (Sage Books, 1966).

Yost wrote 13 years later: “If half the stories told of
Buffalo Bill and his drinking are true, he must have
patronized all of them, although only a few are men-
tioned with any frequency by those who knew him.
One belonged to Guy Laing, his rancher friend; it was
a highly popular Front Street place, directly across
from the depot” (Buffalo Bill: His Family, Friends,



Above: Our Savior’s second church
building. Middle: The Rev. Francis J.
Pryor 11l noted in his journal notes in
1942 that women from the church
were on duty every Saturday at the
North Platte Canteen to bring gifts to
the soldiers. Far right: North side of
the church, 1910.

Fame, Failures, and Fortunes; Swallow Press).

William and Louisa M. Frederici Cody donated a
stained-glass window to the church to honor the
memory of two of their children, Kit Carson Cody
and Orra Maude Cody. Kit contracted scarlet fever
and died on April 20, 1876, at age 5. Orra died in North
Platte on October 24, 1883, at age 10. Another Cody
daughter, Arta, lived longer and was the parish’s or-
ganist in 1885.

The Rt. Rev. Daniel Tuttle, first Bishop of Utah,
slept on the floor of the Union Pacific Hotel before
traveling further west. He visited North Platte again in
1921.

Of more recent memory is the Rev. Hiram Hisanori
Kano, who was imprisoned with fellow Japanese im-
migrants during World War II. Kano, who earned a
master’s degree in agricultural economics at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, became a missionary to fellow
Japanese immigrants in 1925, at the urging of the Rt.
Rev. George Allen Beecher,
Bishop of the Missionary Dio-
cese of Western Nebraska, as it
was known then.

Fr. Kano was arrested imme-
diately after the Pearl Harbor at-
tack. During his imprisonment
he taught his fellow captives
about nature in the swamps of
Louisiana. He was a beloved fig-
ure, including among those who
oversaw the internment camp.

The 77th General Convention
in Indianapolis took a prelimi-
nary step toward adding Fr.
Kano to Holy Women, Holy
Men: Celebrating the Saints. In
2012 Nebraska Gov. Dave Heine-
man designated July 29 as Fa-
ther Hiram Hisanori Kano Day.

Two rectors of Church of Our

Savior became Nebraska bishops: Beecher, and James
Edward Krotz (bishop in 1990-2003).

And future Tonight Show host Johnny Carson knelt
in the parish with Joan Morrill Wolcott when they
were married in 1949. They remained married until
1963 — a longevity surpassed only by Carson’s fourth
marriage, to Alexis Maas, which ended with his death
in 2005.

Steve Kay believes that “every parish probably has
an interesting history,” if only someone will take the
time to search through library records, archives, and
the web.

“The church has been such a part of my life, and it
has done so much for me,” said Kay, author of Epis-
copal Church of Our Savior: Our Second Century of
Service, published by the parish in 2014. “The Epis-
copal Church is a wonderful church, and I wanted to
give back.”

Douglas LeBlanc

The Cody Family Memorial Window
built using wood from two of “Buffalo Bill” Cody’s
favorite saloons.

Don Milroy photos
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Trinity Church, Topsfield, Massachusts

Topsfield,
Massachusetts

Ten years ago, Trinity Church was spending upward
of $20,000 on heat for one winter. Members worried
their old cast-iron gas boiler did not have long to live.

But by 2012-13, the heating bill had dropped to less
than $7,000, carbon emissions were less than half
what they had been, and preschool teachers were no
longer opening second-floor windows on cold days to
stay comfortable.

A few strategic moves between 2005 and 2012 made
the facility much more energy efficient, said Bruce
Gaboriault, Trinity’s assistant treasurer, who served
on the boiler replacement committee. Upgrades in-
cluded:

¢ Reconfigured heat distribution from four zones to
11 for precision heating




¢ New thermostats that make set-
ting temperatures simple for any-
one

e Installation of a second pane of
glass on as many as 44 windows in
the preschool

¢ Replacing a 50-year-old, one-
million BTU boiler with two, high-
efficiency boilers at 600,000 BTUs
each

Total costs for all improvements
came to about $150,000. An archi-
tect earned about $10,000, Gabori-
ault said, by drafting project speci-
fications, helping to evaluate bids,
and overseeing project execution.

“The architect was calmly lead-
ing us through and making sure we
weren't making costly mistakes,”
Gaboriault said.

The complete heating system at Trinity Church
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New boilers at St. Andrew’s, Wellesley

took a giant bite out of the $33,000 heating bills of
winters past. By 2009-10, St. Andrew’s was paying just

Wellesley,
Massachusetts

In 2007, St. Andrew’s Church found its budget and en-
vironmental stewardship goals hampered by a steam
heating system. Steam leaks, coupled with three
sprawling heating zones, were pushing costs for the
oil-fired system through the roof.

“Although the steam boiler at St. Andrew’s was only
ten years old, over a two year period, leaks in the an-
cient steam distribution system had recently cost the
church over $60,000,” said Jim Blackwell, a St. An-
drew’s member who led efforts to make the parish
more energy-efficient.

A multifaceted project, deployed across two years,

$11,100 for heating fuel. And carbon emissions
dropped 60 percent, the equivalent of taking 15 cars
off the road each year.

Upgrades included three, high-efficiency condens-
ing mode hydronic boilers. They run on natural gas
and send hot water through new pipes across 22 heat-
ing zones. Contractors also installed High E windows,
programmable thermostats, and an indirect storage
system for hot water, which utilizes heat generated by
the boilers.

Improvements cost $813,000, in part because so
much new piping and insulation were required. But
the congregation has no regrets.

“All projects were completed on time and under
budget,” Blackwell said.

G. Jeffrey MacDonald
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Practicing
the Presence

of Place

Most people now are looking for
“a better place,” which means
that a lot of them will end up

in a worse one. ... There is no
“better place” than this, not in this
world. And it is by the place we've
got, and our love for it and our
keeping of it, that this world

is joined to Heaven.
—Wendell Berry, Hannah Coulter
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By Paul Wheatley

n Pentecost 2014, I began at a new church in the

Oak Cliff neighborhood of Dallas. This ethni-

cally, socially, and economically diverse area
functions more like a neighborhood than anywhere I've
lived since childhood. Many of the people who eat, work,
and play locally within this little corner just southeast of
downtown Dallas also want to worship locally. This has
led to the launch of several new churches, as well as the
revitalization of a few more established congregations in
recent years.

St. Augustine’s Oak Cliff, of which I am vicar, is a mix
between the former and the latter. Three established Epis-
copal churches in Oak Cliff approached the diocese late in
2013 about the possibility of merging, as the number of
young adults moving into this revitalizing neighborhood
provided opportunity for new congregational growth.
We're a hybrid: a merged congregation, meeting in one of
the original church’s buildings but operating under a new
name, as a new church with new vision and scope; as we
say, “A New Church with Deep Roots.”

While the challenges to a model of this sort are manifold
(and my learning curve has been steep), the commitment
of the wardens and members of each of the churches, the
new members and visitors, and especially the diocese’s



commitment to this congregation’s growth and es-
tablishment have all contributed to its early success,
along with generous helpings of “the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit.”

All of which evokes a theme that Wendell Berry
explores in his Port William series of novels, specif-
ically Hannah Coulter: the significance of place in
the formation of people’s lives and souls.

Berry writes from the perspectives of different
people living in the fictional Kentucky farming com-
munity of Port William during the 20th and early
21st centuries. In Hannah Coulter, Berry writes
from the perspective of the title character, a woman
twice widowed; stories, musings, and character de-
scriptions from throughout her life accumulate into
a loose narrative arc. The action is in the relation-
ships, and the substance is in the characters and
their interactions with one another and with the
forces of change in the world outside of Port
William, which influence the people within Hannah’s
orbit. This narrative approach produces significant
emotional gravity, and it provides a fitting Trojan
horse for Berry’s agrarian idealism to influence the
reader in a less direct fashion.

AsIread the book this fall, many of the neighbor-
hood personalities I have come to know in the last
six months expressed their love for, or interest in,
Berry and his works. This initially came as a surprise
to me in a neighborhood that lies in the shadow of
the inimitable Dallas skyline. Upon further reflec-
tion, though, the coherence of Berry's ideas with this
revitalizing yet still small community came into
greater focus.

In Oak Cliff one runs almost inevitably into any num-
ber of locals at the coffee shop, bookstore/reading
room, pie shop, or local watering hole. People move
here because they want to live in proximity to others
and to experience togetherness in an integrity of com-
munity and place that deepens the quality of life for
those involved. Despite the typical urban, post-Chris-
tendom milieu, neighborhood churches have purchase
in the community.

This is also true of St. Augustine’s. For new members,
most of whom are in their 20s and 30s, to worship in a
congregation with people in their 60s, 70s, and 80s has
been a draw — an invitation to rootedness that is diffi-
cult to achieve in a fast-paced, wired world. To be in a
church that reflects not just recently arrived entrepre-
neurs but also ethnically and economically diverse, long-
standing members of the community provides a helpful
corrective to the insulating and insensitive forces of gen-
trification that easily creep into old neighborhoods.

Hannah Coulter’s narrative voice has beckoned me,

ST AUGUSTINE'S
«—OAK:CLIFF—
UNDAYS
- 10:13AM
STAUGUSTINESOAKCLIFF.ORG

214-371-3441

St. Augustine’s Oak Cliff, from Kiest Boulevard

Paul Wheatley photos
The church’s sanctuary and reredos were updated with the crucifix
and cathedra from St. George’s Church, which merged with St. Paul’s
and Epiphany, Dallas, to form St. Augustine’s.

as pastor of this community, beyond my millennial me-
andering to appreciate the sacredness of the peculiarity
all around. The people old and new, the Church cultures
that are merging to form the flavor of St. Augustine’s,
and the new members and their children who portend
to us that there will be a future for the congregation, all
constitute the catholicity of this place — the body of
Christ that speaks each Sunday in the collective Amen
at the close of the eucharistic prayers. My role is to bear
witness, to make friends, to be a neighbor; to let my feet
stay put long enough for the roots to break through the
bottom of my shoes into the ground below: into the
place where we gather, where God’s “Word and Holy
Spirit ... vouchsafe to bless and sanctify” this gathering,
this people, this bread and this wine: fruits of the earth
in which “this world is joined to heaven.”

The Rev. Paul Wheatley is a graduate of Wycliffe Col-
lege and a priest of the Diocese of Dallas. This article
s adapted from a post on Covenant, the weblog of
TLC.

February 8, 2015 » THE LIVING CHURCH 15



Review by Hannah Ruth Earl

here’s a stirring scene in St.
TVincent, a modern model of

pastoral care unlike anything I
have seen on film. The humility of a
pair of clergy during counseling
proves aspirational to ordained and
lay leaders alike. Filmic depictions
of clergy activity are scarce; more
infrequent still are these scenes
helmed by such a remarkable talent
as Theodore Melfi.

The narrative is uncomplicated. A
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recently separated mother Maggie
(Melissa McCarthy) moves to
Brooklyn with her young son Oliver
(Jaeden Lieberher). She enrolls him
in the local parochial school, where
he is exposed, seemingly for the
first time, to religious precepts. In
need of after-school childcare, Mag-
gie reluctantly turns to next-door
neighbor Vincent (Bill Murray, posi-
tively sterling). Yet Maggie soon
comes to question Vincent’s crotch-
ety, unruly influence on Oliver, as
well as Vincents relationship with

CULTURES

Earthly
Saints

St. Vincent
Directed by Theodore Melfi

The Weinstein Company

the enigmatic Daka (Naomi Watts).
As Oliver learns of Vincents life and
past, he understands Vincent anew.
Melfis skill lies in combining a
bracing intelligence with a pathos
that is sneaking. The film's simple
structure allows for an uncommon
depth in this genre. Details are its
gems, and benefit from more than a
single viewing. St. Vincent has earned
nominations from the Screen Ac-
tors Guild and the Hollywood For-
eign Press Association. Beautifully
shot and thoughtfully directed, St.



©2014 The Weinstein Company/Atsushi Nishijima photos

Vincent marries offbeat originality to
a widely appealing plot. This itself'is
a feat, but Melfi makes it all look
seamless.

St. Vincent is the rare film —a
comedy, no less — that bristles with
theological robustness. Part of its
setting reflects what early Christian
education should strive to be: an
environment of grace born from
right conviction. It's telling that this
educational foundation executes
the films climax and theme. The
sincerity of religious authorities in
the film is thoroughly admirable. St.
Vincent quite simply understands
these functions of the Church.

Much has been said about the
dearth of commitment in North
American culture, but few films
have addressed the problem with
real nuance. St. Vincent refreshingly
rejects the Church as social club;
mercifully, we do not choose our
pewmates. In this way the film
forces realistic reflection on the na-
ture of our ties: our obligations, our
chosen communities, our unchosen
bonds. Even more astutely, the film
questions our motivations for and
methods of loving. Against contem-
porary sensibilities, St. Vincent

frowns on autonomy as well as iso-

lation. Truly, one is not saintly alone.

As the title suggests, the film of-
fers its most direct theological con-
tribution on the subject of saint-
hood. St. Vincents vision is more at
home with the Church Fathers than
the saccharine version of sainthood
peddled in pop culture. The film
teaches that the path to embodied

holiness is arduous, and that saints
are distinguished by their differ-
ence in devotion, not their perfec-
tion. Saints are earthly.

Cheers for St. Vincent's quiet offer-
ing of neighborly redemption.

Hannah Ruth Earl, a recent graduate of
Yale Divinity School, lives in Los Angeles
and works in independent film.
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CATHOLIC VOICES

By Steven R. Ford

now-dead former actor and
AU.S. president was once ac-

cused of conflating real life
and cinema, and on occasion he un-
doubtedly did. But there’s nothing
wrong with that. Good movies are
meant to examine some aspect of life
and reality, and fudging a little on
what’s being examined can some-
times produce valuable insights.

On my way to Hanoi, where I'm
writing these words, I managed to
look around Tokyo during a 12-hour
layover. I was awed by the incredible
rebuilding that has taken place since
the rampage of Godzilla. Despite the
claim in a current film that the ram-
page never took place, it was in fact
captured on black-and-white footage
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in 1954 and shown in theaters
throughout Japan and America.

The original Godzilla, one might re-
call, was brought to Earth’s surface
by massive displays of power in the
South Pacific. He knocked down
Tokyo buildings with his huge reptil-
ian torso and destroyed entire neigh-
borhoods with his fiery breath. Ap-
parently by grassroots consensus,
most new buildings appear to be
Godzilla-proof. It’s reminiscent of
New York City, where without any of-
ficial edict high-rises constructed
since 1933 have been non-scalable by
oversized apes. Local problems spur
local solutions; communities seem to
know instinctively how to build
themselves up from near ruin by un-
wieldy giants.

If Hanoi’s destruction came from a

Taming the Bureaucratic

huge creature, it was called bureau-
cracy, and its work was slow and in-
sidious. Occasional American bomb-
ing raids targeted mostly industrial
areas and the Long Bien Rail Bridge,
and isolated, privileged national lead-
ership left rebuilding from collateral
damage to local residents. The cen-
tral committee drained financial and
human resources to fight increas-
ingly nasty battles in the South.
Money was lost to constructive use,
and human casualties never came
home. At the same time, a growing
power elite was siphoning away even
more money for administration and
economic planning, which usually
bore no fruit at all. It simply wasted
resources. By the end of the Vietham
War, per capita annual income was in
the neighborhood of $300.



Hanoi today remains a very poor
city, at least on paper. Per capita in-
come is a dismal $1,500, yet eco-
nomic vibrancy is obvious almost
everywhere and people are moving
in from the countryside in ever-in-
creasing numbers. The secret, appar-
ently, is that leadership has pretty
much given up on social and eco-
nomic planning, aware since the
1990s that such things do not work in
multicultural societies. Neither do
huge bureaucracies work well any-
where. Most economic activity is cash
only, and most workers are paid under
the table. Few records are kept and
very little in tax money is collected.
Now there’s very little money to sup-
port an increasingly irrelevant regime.
Small businesses thrive, neighbor-
hoods have upgraded themselves, and
public services are provided locally.
Slow, steady crumbling has been re-
placed by community-based restora-
tion and renewal.

t's no secret that mainline Christi-

anity is suffering destruction and
rapid decline. I'm not convinced that
God is through with us yet. Instead,
we're gradually crumbling for a vari-
ety of reasons, many of our very own
making. Certainly cultural change is
leading many people of faith to find
spiritual fulfillment in contexts other
than churches.

In the Episcopal Church’s case,
millions upon millions of dollars are
being wasted to fight increasingly
nasty culture wars in secular courts;
this is money lost forever to mission
and ministry. Court battles, more-
over, produce casualties who will
never come home. National and
diocesan bureaucracies and ex-
penses seem never to mirror numer-
ically declining constituencies. In-
stead, they keep on growing, which
is the nature of all unharnessed bu-
reaucracies. And they increasingly
make decisions (e.g., clergy place-
ment, how money will be spent, etc.)
for communities about which they

know little or nothing.

Perhaps Hanoi’s grassroots revival
might provide insights for reimagin-
ing the Episcopal Church. What if we
suddenly stopped paying for contin-
uous court battles, retired litigation
debt, and (as the House of Deputies
voted to do in 2012) sold the Church
Center? What if we reduced dioce-
san funding and staff to reflect the
actual canonical functions of dioce-
ses, which are really pretty minimal?
And what if the national bureaucracy
were radically reduced to reflect that
the Episcopal Church is now the
same size as it was in the 1930s? Sud-
denly considerable resources would
be available for congregations to
serve their local communities. Resi-
dents of affected neighborhoods
might actually become involved in
the life of the local church. And giv-

ing might well increase as parish-
ioners could see the tangible results
of their stewardship of time and tal-
ent and treasure.

We might think about reimagining
the church to be bureaucracy-proof.
Perhaps the steady decline of neigh-
borhood churches can be reversed
by taming the destructive beast and
redirecting resources to the min-
istries of local congregations. The
slow crumbling of parishes and mis-
sions is a largely local problem. By
keeping sufficient resources for min-
istry, their members are undoubtedly
quite capable of developing effective
local solutions.

The Rev. Steven R. Ford assists at St.
James the Apostle in Tempe, Ari-
zona.
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April 26 - May, 7 2015

$2250 for an 8 % Day Course in the Holy Land (meals & room included)
Airfare not included

Maijor Sites Visited: Old Jerusalem, Masada, the Dead Sea,
Bethleham, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, Mount Tabor, Road to Emmaus

Contact:
Jay Crouse: 941-320-0271 e jaycrouse@aol.com
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The Rev. John Tildsley Spicer
The Rev. Thomas F. Sramek, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Starnes
The Rev. Edward Sterling
The Rev. Lewis Stone
Roberta Sullivan

Ronald Summers

Dicamillo Susan

Dr. John B. Switzer

The Rev. Edward Taylor

John Taylor

Florence Thompson

The Very Rev. David Tontonoz
Flora Trieschmann

Nancy Truscott

The Rev. Webster A. Two Hawk, Sr.
The Rev. J. Alfred Wade
Alice Walters

Chip Webb

The Rev. William Wheeler
Connor Wiggins

Mr. and Mrs. H. David Wilson
Charles Winters, Jr.

Steve Woodward

Ann Woody

Ranae Wright

Mr. and Mrs. William Young
The Rev. Eugene Zeilfelder

(Continued on next page)
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Church of the Good Shepherd,

K-

St
St
St
St
St
St

Raleigh, NC

B Books, San Diego, CA

. Andrew’s Church, Albany, NY

. James’ Church, Mountain Home, 1D
. Mark’s Church, Corpus Christi, TX

. Mary’s Church, Lake Luzerne, NY

. Mary’s Church, Arlington, VA

. Timothy’s Church, Alexandria, LA

Many donors on this list served as LiviNG
CHURCH Partners in 2014 or provided gift

subscriptions to bishops across the Anglican

Communion.

In Memoriam

John M. Aden
The Rev. Canon John Andrew

The Rev. Philip C. Bentley, USN, Ret.

The Very Rev. Robert Bizzaro
The Rev. David Boulton
Jacquelyn Brown Dann

The Rev. William Egelhoff
The Rev. H. Ross Greer

The Rev. Dr. Rowan Greer
The Rev. Canon Edward Hailwood
Lillian Howard

The Rev. Richard Humphrey
Richard Kirchen

Mary B. Martin

Lt. Cashman Mason

Mary V. Massey

William and Barbara Miles
Joseph and Virginia Parrish

The Rev. William Penfield

The Rev. Sheldon M. Smith

The Rt. Rev. Furman Stough

Mary Summers

The Rev. Larry Valentine
Nashotah House, 1965

Adam Joseph Walters

Honoraria

The Rt. Rev. Judeson Biggers
The Rev. Edward W. Conklin
James W. Perrin, Jr.

Ethel Boyle Ripley

The Rev. John T. Rollinson
John Schuessler

The Rt. Rev. William Wantland
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Wiseman
Dr. Christopher Wells

ake a Gift of Lasting Value

to the Annual Campaign or Endowment Fund of THE LIVING CHURCH

We've made it easy and convenient
to donate on our secure website: Just visit
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Deaths

The Rev. Deacon Nancy Ida Conley, who
founded the Diocese of Hawaii’s first
chapter of the Order of St. Luke, died
Nov. 23. She was 78.

A native of Detroit, Conley moved to the
islands in 1970. She was ordained to the di-
aconate in 1991, and served at t St.
George’s, Pearl Harbor; Waikiki Episcopal
Chapel; and St. Timothy’s, Aiea. She was a
chaplain at Hawaii State Hospital and di-
rector of the Spiritual Life Center. She
served the hungry and homeless in Wa-
ianae, and provided care and spiritual guid-
ance to Down syndrome, autistic, impris-
oned, and hospice patients.

She is survived by sons Kevin and Dar-
ren Conley; a daughter, Kim Zimmerman;
four grandchildren; and brothers Gordon,
Richard, and Jerry Eminger.

The Rev. James P. Crosby, who served as
a chaplain to the FBI, the Florida High-
way Patrol, and the Jacksonville (FL)
Sheriff’s Office, died Dec. 8. He was 82.

A native of Queens, NY, he was a gradu-
ate of Adelphi College and Yale Divinity
School. He was ordained deacon and priest
in 1957 and served churches in Florida,
Montana, and New York. As a chaplain, Fr.
Crosby was a regular visitor at the FBI Na-
tional Academy in Quantico, VA.

Fr. Crosby’s first wife, Marion Elizabeth,
preceded him in death. He is survived by his
wife, Marian; a sister, Margaret Crosby Stotz;
sons James W.; Kenneth B., and Christopher
P. Crosby; daughters Judith C. Crosby and
Elizabeth C. Reeves; and nine grandchildren.

The Rev. Jonathan Currier, who estab-
lished the Spiritual Center of St. Thomas
in Lancaster, PA, died Dec. 10. He was
57, and had been in intensive care since
a biking accident in November.

A native of Braintree, MA, he was a grad-
uate of Harvard University and Union The-
ological Seminary. He was ordained dea-
con in 1989 and priest in 1990, and served
churches in Maryland, New York, and Vir-
ginia before becoming rector of St. Thomas
Church, Lancaster.

The Spiritual Center at St. Thomas is
home to many diocesan events and retreats
of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania. Fr.
Currier was an adjunct staff member at the
diocese’s Bishop Dean T. Stevenson School
for Ministry, teaching Anglican Spirituality.

Fr. Currier is survived by his wife, Ann
Wheaton; sons Alex and Michael; and his
father, Terrence.

The Rev. John Joseph Negrotto, who
in retirement served as chaplain, fire-
fighter, and boat pilot in the Lanoka Har-
bor (NJ) Fire Company, died Dec. 13 of
an apparent heart attack. He was 71.

Born in Paterson, NJ, he was a graduate
of Seton Hall University and Darlington
Seminary. He was ordained priest as a Ro-
man Catholic was received into the Epis-
copal Church in 1972 after completing an
MDiv at General Theological Seminary. He
served several parishes in the dioceses of
Newark and New Jersey. He was priest as-
sociate at the Community of St. John Bap-
tist in Mendham, NJ.

Fr. Negrotto is survived by Susan, his
wife of 42 years; a daughter, Kristen We-
ber; a son, John Negrotto; and grandson,

For where life takes you, trust the

Clergy

at Stevens Worldwide Van Lines

Through Stevens Clergy Move Center,® we're proud to deliver over 110
years of family-owned moving expertise and quality services to Episcopal
Members, Clergy and Employees.
« Discounted pricing

- Top-rated drivers and crews
« Customized moving packages - Single point-of-contact

Dylan Negrotto.
S atfitiol At

Move Center”

- Stevens Home Protection Kit™
- Free no-obligation moving estimate

The way to move

STEVENS

worldwide van lines

Call Vicki Bierlein:
800.248.8313

www.stevensworldwide.com/affinity
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Worsip and Service

The Cathedral Church of All Saints has
served as a center for mission, forma-
tion, and worship in the Diocese of Mil-
waukee since 1873. More than 100 saints
depicted in the windows and statuary
keep vigil over a sacred space that is
steeped in prayer and incense.

Blessed Jackson Kemper, the first
Bishop of Wisconsin, envisioned a cathe-
dral that would be a center for formation,
ministry, and worship. All Saints’ strives
to live into that vision in the context of
the 21st century.

The liturgies at the cathedral allow wor-
shipers to escape our loud and raucous
world by offering a moment of transcen-
dence. The 10 a.m. service on Sunday fea-
tures a 30-voice choir that is unsurpassed
in Milwaukee. All Saints’ is also resident to
five ensembles and hosts numerous musi-
cal events throughout the year.

At 7 p.m. on Thursdays during Lent,
the cathedral will webcast a teaching series
on the passion narratives of the four
gospels, by the Rt. Rev. Steven Miller,
Bishop of Milwaukee.

The cathedral congregation extends
service to the community through cook-
ing and serving meals to the homeless
and inner-city residents, and through
underwriting feeding ministries with
funds raised at the annual Hunger Book
Sale, which this year generated $20,000.

The Cathedral Church of All Saints
818 East Juneau Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
414.271.7719
www.ascathedral.org

) A LiviNg CHURCH Sponsor
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SUNDAY'S READINGS | 5 Epiphany, February 8

Isa. 40:21-31 + Ps. 147:1-12,21c « 1 Cor. 9:16-23 * Mark 1:29-39

Cosmic and Close

¢¢ Y £ Ipreach the gospel, this gives me

no ground for boasting” (1 Cor.
9:16). Who am I? T did not make the
gospel. Rather, “an obligation is laid
on me and woe to me if I do not pro-
claim it!” I take it to the Jews, and to
those outside the law, and to the weak;
and since Jew and Gentile are equally
weak, I mean to say that I take the
gospel “to all people” (1 Cor. 9:22). The
gospel is Jesus Christ our Lord, and I
am determined to know nothing
among you but Jesus Christ and him
crucified (1 Cor. 2:2), and raised, and
ascended, and poured out in Spirit and
fire. Who is he? Whom do I proclaim?
A voice speaks: “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were
made through him, and without him
not one thing came into being” (John
1:1-3).

He is the Ancient of Days, a very old
Jesus. “He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation; for in
him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invis-
ible, whether throne or dominions or
rulers or powers — all things have
been created through him and for him.
He himself is before all things, and in
him all things hold together” (Col. 1:15-
17). And yet it may seem — no, it is
clear — that all things fall apart. Na-
ture trembles and humans fall; nature
strikes and human depravity grows.
Thus an old Jesus keeps working: “For
in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of
his cross” (Col. 1:19-20). He, through
whom all things were made, has come
to glue the broken pieces with the
paste of his blood.

I did not make the gospel. “I am en-
trusted with a commission,” and that
commission includes announcing that
there was never a time when the Son
was not. So, I see Jesus everywhere,

hear him, touch him, and know him in
the fabric of what he has made. “It is
he who sits above the circle of the
earth, ... who stretches out the heav-
ens like a curtain, like a tent to live in;
... ‘Lift up your eyes on high and see!”
(Isa. 40:22-26). The Word dots the fir-
mament and names the hosts. And yet,
in pure love, this same Word comes to
the faint, the powerless, and the ex-
hausted (Isa. 40:29-31). He comes, it
seems, down to the circle of Earth, but
assuredly he comes into human lives.
He takes up the weak, and makes
them “mount up with wings like ea-
gles” (Isa. 40:31). They run and do not
fall, walk and do not faint. They are
filled with the fullness of grace upon
grace.

I have been asked to tell you how
the mighty God comes down. “He
came and took her by the hand and
lifted her up” (Mark 1:31). He — that
is, Jesus. Having healed Simon’s
mother-in-law, he took the balm of his
goodness to the whole city, healing
every disease, casting out every de-
mon (Mark 1:32-34). His work, how-
ever, is largely hidden. He hears in se-
cret. He works in secret. “His
understanding is unsearchable” (Isa.
40:28). Thus, for now and until the
close of the age, God will be God in
those who as yet are weak and frail.
Jesus is and will be resurrection not af-
ter our death but in our death.

Look It Up
Read Ps. 147:3-4.

Think About It
High and low.



SUNDAY'S READINGS | Last Epiphany, February 15

2 Kgs. 2:1-12 + Ps. 50:1-6 + 2 Cor. 4:3-6 » Mark 9:2-9

Only and Everything

hile going from Gilgal to Bethel,

Elijah says to Elisha, “Stay here;
for the LorD has sent me as far as
Bethel” (2 Kgs. 2:2). Elisha pledges his
devotion: “As the Lorp lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.”
The dialogue is repeated at Jericho
and the Jordan. Gilgal, the prophetic
school where Elisha learns under the
tutelage of Elijah, is but one of many
places where prophets prophesy.
Coming from Bethel and then Jericho,
a prophetic chorus sings: “Do you not
know that today the LorD will take
your master away from you?” (2 Kgs.
2:3,5).

As Elijah and Elisha approach the
Jordan River, 50 prophets pursue them
in silence. A cloud, rising winds,
swirling dust, a chariot of fire, and
horses of fire: in the confusion Elisha
and Elijjah lose sight of each other. In-
deed, Elijah is gone. Rising to the heav-
ens, Elijah drops his mantle, drops a
double portion of power. In grief El-
isha “grasped his own clothes and tore
them in two pieces” (2 Kgs. 2:12). But
through the ripped cloth a new light
enters: the light of Elijjah, the light of a
double power, the light of the only
Light there is. The light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of God comes in, and
though the story predates Christmas,
this light is “the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). The
God of the Old Testament is the God of
the New.

For a moment Elisha stands alone,
but in solitude he remains a compila-
tion of people and places; he stands
most significantly as heir to a
prophetic school. Jesus was often
alone, but his solitude was a recapitu-
lation, a gathering up not only of peo-
ple and places and experiences in the
days of his Galilean walk, but also of
human nature, what we are, what we
have been, even what we have yet to
experience. Alone, he has the whole
world in his hand. “Jesus took with
him Peter and James and John, and
led them up a high mountain apart, by

themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, ... And there appeared
to them Elijah with Moses, who were
talking with Jesus” (Mark 9:2-4).
Prophecy + law = Truth. And the great-
est of these is Truth. “Suddenly when
they looked around, they saw no one
with them anymore, but only Jesus”
(Mark 9:8). Only Jesus!

Do we know that only is also every-
thing? “When I am lifted up, I will
draw everyone [and everything] to my-
self” (John 12:32). Copyists have likely
corrected the well-attested panta
(everything) to avoid Gnostic over-
tones, but there it stands in credible
manuscripts. For centuries it was pre-
served in the Vulgate: Omnia traham
ad me ipsum (I will drag everything to
myself). Looking at Jesus, therefore,
is to see more, not less, of what is true
and good and beautiful. He reveals the
“innermost being of God” (Dei Ver-
bum 4, Second Vatican Council; see
also John 1:18). “In giving us his only
Son, His only Word, He spoke every-
thing to us at once in his unique Word
— and he has no more to say” (John of
the Cross, Ascent of Mount Carmel,
cap. 22). Leading us into all truth, the
Father is always saying what he has
said: “This is my beloved Son; listen to
him” (Mark 9:7).

In doubt? Listen to Mavis Staples
sing “That’s Enough” with Billy Pre-
ston on organ. Her aging voice tells it,
grinds out in pain the truth we too of-
ten are too timid to say. “I've got Jesus,
and that’s enough” (I Believe to My
Soul, Rhino Records, 2005).

Look It Up

Read Ps. 50. All excellent greatness =
Jesus!

Think About It

Only never runs dry.
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Spiritual Growth
for All Ages

From Sunday school and Christian
study, to outreach activities and mission
trips, St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in
Houston offers a wide range of opportu-
nities for spiritual growth for all ages.
All activities are
centered on develop-
ing a deeper under-
standing of the Bible,
fostering a closer re-
lationship as part of
the family of Christ,
and creating a sense
of belonging to our
Church. Christian ed-
ucation classes are of-
fered most Sundays
from 10:15 to 11 a.m.
for every member of the family. Adults
can take part in lectionary-based classes,
join study groups, or attend weekday
group activities based on shared interests.
Our active children’s and student min-
istries also feature fun activities for chil-
dren of all ages. We offer a Sunday child
care and preschool program that provides
a safe and nurturing environment for our
youngest children to explore and sense
God’s love for them. Middle and high
school students can participate in dy-
namic, high-energy programs that intro-
duce them to Jesus in a fresh way on Sun-
day mornings, Friday nights, and during
special events throughout the year that in-
clude lock-ins, ski trips, and mission trips.
For more information about our worship
services in the Anglican evangelical and or-
thodox tradition, Christian education for
the entire family, or our Children’s and Stu-
dent Ministries, visit stmartinsepiscopal.org.

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
717 Sage Road, Houston, TX 77056
713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

@ A LivING CHURCH Sponsor



FULL-TIME RECTOR

The choir of St John's, Essex, New York, has been called “small but mighty,” a
wonderful summary of St John's as a whole. A strong, committed year-round
congregation which grows dramatically in summer months, we have lively study
and discussion of the Bible, spiritual books, and timely topics. We offer a safe
place for people to explore and celebrate their relationship with God. A pro-
gressive DEPO parish, we care about inclusion, sustainability, our farmers and
local poor, and our missions/outreach. We are on the west bank of Lake Cham-
plain, two hours north of Albany, home of our canonical diocese; just south and
across the lake from Burlington, Vermont, home of our DEPO diocese; and two
hours south of Montreal. We seek a full-time rector, happy, with a sense of humor,
who enjoys beautiful natural surroundings, summertime lakeside and wintertime
outdoor activities. Nice rectory. We pay our full diocesan assessment.

St John's, Essex, New York

Contact: Search Co-Chair Jon McBride
jonmcbride@aol.com  301.654.6338 www.stjohnsessexny.com

CLASSIFIEDS

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episco-
pal flags and banners by Festival Flags in Rich-
mond,VA. Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247
or by E-mail at festflags@aol.com.

POSITIONS OFFERED

ASSISTANT/ASSOCIATE RECTOR: Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church, Gainesville, FL. Primary responsi-
bility: ministry to children, youth, and young families.
For more information: holytrinitygnv.org.

ASSISTANT/ASSOCIATE RECTOR: St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Akron (OH) is an energetic
corporate parish in need of a priest to take respon-
sibility for pastoral care and ministries related to it,
while sharing in teaching, preaching, and liturgical
duties. We seek a warm, loving, and experienced
priest who loves to be with people and will work
well on a large church staff. A solid prayer life,
confidence in the gospel, and a thoughtful ground-
ing in the faith are all essential. Please contact the
Rector, The Reverend Mark Pruitt, for details at
mpruitt@stpaulsakron.org or (330) 836-9320.
Resumes will be received by Ms. Marcheta Scott
at mscott@stpaulsakron.org or St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, 1361 W. Market Street, Akron,
OH 44313. Position will remain open until filled.

in the Episcopal Diocese of Albany
The Episcopal Diocese of Albany is looking for Christ-centered, hard-working,

Biblically Orthodox Priests with a true pastor’s heart, committed to living out the
Great Commandment and Great Commission for the building up of the Kingdom
of God, in a diocese that promotes a healthy collegial blend of catholic, evangelical and charis-
matic expressions of Anglicanism. If that describes you and the priestly ministry you long for,
we would like to talk to you. We currently have both full- and part-time positions available.

Please contact Elizabeth Strickland at (518) 692-3350 x 504
or estrickland@albanydiocese.org.

Catholic « Evangelical ¢ Charismatic

The Order of Julian

of Norwich
Contemplative Monastic Life
for women and men
in the Episcopal Church

e Community life
e Individual silent retreat
e Affiliation
www.orderofjulian.org
262-549-0452

NOTICE: MOVING SERVICES
Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net ® skip@custommovers.net
“Moving Episcopal clergy to new ministries since 1982.”

Clergy discounts e Only one survey/ 3 estimates ® Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans e Late pick-up/delivery penalties*
Internet satellite tracking @ 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752

*Certain Restrictions apply
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To inquire or place
print or online
classified ads,
please contact:

advertising

@livingchurch.org
(414) 292-1245
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SPONSORS

Vail, Colorado

CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
19 Vail Rd. - 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Bradenton, Florida

CHRIST CHURCH

4030 Manatee Ave. W. - 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida

DIOCESE OF FLORIDA

325 N. Market St. - 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

Orlando, Florida

DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
1017 E. Robinson St. « 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

Sarasota, Florida

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

222 South Palm Ave. * 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE, HOUSTON

Savannah, Georgia

THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH

OF ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE
1802 Abercorn St. - 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Savannah, Georgia

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

1 W. Macon St. - 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Chicago, lllinois

DIOCESE OF CHICAGO

65 E Huron St. - 312.751.4200
episcopalchicago.org

Springfield, lllinois

DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD

821 S. Second St. « 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

Chevy Chase, Maryland

ALL SAINTS CHURCH

3 Chevy Chase Circle + 301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

St. Louis, Missouri

THE CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL

& ST. GEORGE

6345 Wydown Blvd. + 314.721.1502
csmsg.org

New York, New York

EPISCOPAL CHURCH FOUNDATION
815 Second Ave. * 212.697.2858
episcopalfoundation.org

New York, New York
TRINITY WALL STREET

74 Trinity PI. - 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, New York

DIOCESE OF WESTERN NEW YORK
1064 Brighton Rd. * 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, North Carolina

ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH

4523 Six Forks Rd. » 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Columbus, Ohio

DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO
412 Sycamore St. » 800.582.1712
episcopal-dso.org

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

ALL SOULS’ CHURCH

6400 N. Pennsylvania Ave. * 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

DIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA

924 N. Robinson Ave. * 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

THE DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO

Wayne, Pennsylvania

ST. DAVID’S CHURCH

763 S. Valley Forge Rd. - 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island

S. STEPHEN’S CHURCH

114 George St. * 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

Nashville, Tennessee

DIOCESE OF TENNESSEE

3700 Woodmont Blvd. « 615.251.3322
edtn.org

Nashville, Tennessee

ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH

4715 Harding Pike  615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

Sewanee, Tennessee

COMMUNITY OF ST. MARY
SOUTHERN PROVINCE

1100 St. Mary’s Lane + 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org

by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

(Continued on next page)

THE LIVING CHURCH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).

To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.
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(Continued from previous page)

Dallas, Texas

CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101

incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIOCESE OF DALLAS
1630 N. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas

THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN
THE DIVINE

2450 River Oaks Blvd.
713.622.3600

sjd.org

Houston, Texas

DIOCESE OF TEXAS

1225 Texas Ave. * 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas

ST. DUNSTAN’S CHURCH
14301 Stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas

ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH

717 Sage Rd. « 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

San Antonio, Texas
CHRIST CHURCH
510 Belknap PI.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

West Brattleboro, Vermont
JERUSALEM PEACEBUILDERS
P.O. Box 2020 - 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF ALL SAINTS

818 E. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

GUARANTORS

Birmingham, Alabama
CATHEDRAL CHURCH

OF THE ADVENT

2017 Sixth Ave. N. - 205.251.2324
adventbirmingham.org

Mobile, Alabama

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
115 S. Conception St.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Denver, Colorado

ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL
1350 Washington St.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN CONNECTICUT

290 Pratt Street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

Washington, D.C.

CHRIST CHURCH, GEORGETOWN
31st and O Sts. NW

202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

Orlando, Florida

ST. MARY OF THE ANGELS
6316 Matchett Rd. - 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

Parrish, Florida

DIOCESE OF SOUTHWEST
FLORIDA

8005 25th St. E. » 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Pensacola, Florida

DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL
GULF COAST

201 N. Baylen St. - 850.434.7337
diocgc.org

Vero Beach, Florida

TRINITY CHURCH

2365 Pine Ave. * 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

Wellington, Florida

ST. DAVID’S IN THE PINES
465 West Forest Hill Blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Augusta, Georgia

CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD

2230 Walton Way - 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

South Bend, Indiana
DIOCESE OF NORTHERN
INDIANA

117 N. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489

ednin.org

Detroit, Michigan

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
2326 Woodward Ave.
313.962.7358
stjohnsdetroit.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
DIOCESE OF MINNESOTA
1730 Clifton PI., Ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIOCESE OF MISSISSIPPI
118 N. Congress St.
601.948.5954

dioms.org

Titusville, New Jersey
SOCIETY OF MARY
AMERICAN REGION
Secretary: Dr. Paul Cooper
415 Pennington-Titusville Rd.
somamerica.org

Albuquerque, New Mexico
DIOCESE OF THE RIO GRANDE
6400 Coors Blvd. NW
505.881.0636

dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, New York
CHRIST CHURCH

46 River St. - 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, New York
DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, New York

THE CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH
296 Glen St. - 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, New York
DIOCESE OF ALBANY

580 Burton Rd. + 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

New York, New York

GRACE CHURCH

802 Broadway * 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

New York, New York

ST. THOMAS CHURCH

FIFTH AVENUE

1 West 53rd St. - 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

Durham, North Carolina

ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH

82 Kimberly Dr. + 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Monroeville, Pennsylvania
DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH
4099 William Penn Hwy. Ste 502
412.721.0853

episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, South Carolina
CHURCH OF THE HOLY
COMMUNION

218 Ashley Ave. - 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, South Carolina
DIOCESE OF UPPER

SOUTH CAROLINA

1115 Marion St. « 803.771.7800
edusc.org

Nashville, Tennessee

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
900 Broadway * 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Nashville, Tennessee

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH
4800 Belmont Park Ter.
615.377.4750

stbs.net

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD

700 S. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735

cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas

CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD

11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort Worth, Texas

DIOCESE OF FORT WORTH
2900 Alemeda St.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas

ST. PETER’S CHURCH
320 Saint Peter St.
830.257.0257
stpeterskerrville.com



Midland, Texas

TRINITY SCHOOL OF MIDLAND
3500 W. Wadley Ave.
432.697.3281

trinitymidland.org

San Antonio, Texas

DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS
111 Torcido Dr. + 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

Richmond, Virginia

ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. * 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org

Seattle, Washington
DIOCESE OF OLYMPIA
1551 10th Ave. E
206.325.4200

ecww.org

Charleston, West Virginia
DIOCESE OF WEST VIRGINIA
1608 Virginia St. E
304.344.3597

wvdiocese.org

Appleton, Wisconsin
DIOCESE OF FOND DU LAC
1051 N. Lynndale Dr. Ste. 1B
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
DIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE
804 E. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028

diomil.org

Sheboygan, Wisconsin
GRACE CHURCH

1011 N. 7th St. - 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

ASSOCIATES

Pine Bluff, Arkansas

TRINITY CHURCH

703 W. 3rd Ave. - 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

Carlsbad, California

ST. MICHAEL'S BY-THE-SEA
2775 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

Wilmington, Delaware
DIOCESE OF DELAWARE
913 Wilson Rd. « 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

Orlando, Florida
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. LUKE

130 N. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Des Moines, lowa
DIOCESE OF IOWA

225 37th St. - 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

New Orleans, Louisiana
DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA
1623 7th St. - 504.895.6634
edola.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIOCESE OF WESTERN
LOUISIANA

335 Main St. - 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

Boston, Massachusetts

THE CHURCH OF THE ADVENT
30 Brimmer St. < 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

Boston, Massachusetts

DIOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS
138 Tremont St. » 617.482.5800
diomass.org

Springfield, Massachusetts
DIOCESE OF WESTERN
MASSACHUSETTS

37 Chestnut St. « 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACE CHURCH

1815 Hall St. SE + 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Las Vegas, Nevada
DIOCESE OF NEVADA
9480 S. Eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, New Hampshire
DIOCESE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
63 Green St. » 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, New Jersey
DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY
808 W State St. - 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, New York
COMMUNITY OF ST. MARY
EASTERN PROVINCE

242 Cloister Way * 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

New York, New York
CHURCH OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION

1 E. 29th St. - 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, New York

DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER
935 East Ave. * 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

Kinston, North Carolina
DIOCESE OF EAST CAROLINA
705 Doctors Dr. « 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Fargo, North Dakota

DIOCESE OF NORTH DAKOTA
3600 25th St. S. - 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
5801 Hampton St.
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
ST. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Knoxville, Tennessee

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
800 S. Northshore Dr.
865.588.0589
knoxvilleascension.org

Memphis, Tennessee

DIOCESE OF WEST TENNESSEE

692 Poplar Ave. * 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Allen, Texas

CHURCH OF THE SAVIOR
110 S Alma Dr. - 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS

4052 Herschel Ave.
214.528.3855
holycrossdallas.org

Denton, Texas

ST. DAVID OF WALES

623 Ector St. + 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Lubbock, Texas

DIOCESE OF NORTHWEST
TEXAS

1802 Broadway * 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

Navasota, Texas

CAMP ALLEN

18800 FM 362 - 936.825.7175
campallen.org

Waco, Texas

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
1624 Wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982

holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia

ST. JAMES’S CHURCH
1205 W. Franklin St.
804.355.1779

doers.org

Pewaukee, Wisconsin

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'’S CHURCH
N27 W24000 Paul Ct.
262.691.0836
stbartspewaukee.com




Don’t Miss THE LIVING CHURCH's Coverage
of the 78th General Convention!
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SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER: $9.95 (9 ISSUES)

Stay up to date before, during, and after the 78th General Convention by subscribing to THE LIVING CHURCH
for only $9.95 (9 issues)! The 78th General Convention convenes in Salt Lake City from June 25 through July
3, 2015. This special subscription will bring you in-depth convention news coverage and analysis, including a
special pre-convention issue that will serve as a guide and a post-convention issue that will serve as a record.

I Order with MC/VISA toll-free at: |
i D $9'?5 1-800-211-2771 Name
(9 |SsueS) Order online at: Address I

livingchurch.org/GenConOffer City |
Send in this coupon to: State Zip |
The Living Church Foundation Phone ( )
P.O. Box 510705 Email 1
Milwaukee, WI 53203-0121 O Check O MC/VISA I
Copy this form and sign up as many
people as you wish for only $9.95 each. el |
Foreign rates and sample copies Exp. Date I
also available. Signature

i *4.p.1785° |

ALL BISHOPS AND DEPUTIES TO GENERAL CONVENTION e ALL CLERGY AND LAY LEADERS ¢ ENGAGED EPISCOPALIANS



