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news 

General Synod Sends Covenant to Dioceses 
In 1867 the Archbishop of York 

turned down the invitation to the first 
Lambeth Confere nce because it was 
not a manifestation of Anglicanism 
that he rec ognized. On Nov. 24 in 
London the General Synod of the 
Church of England debated whether 
the proposed Anglican Covenant is 
recognizabl y Anglican and an appro
priat e development for our times. 

At the end of a three -hour debat e it 
voted overwhelmingly by a majority 
great er than two thirds in all three 
hous es (bishops, clergy and laity), to 
move to the next stage in adopting 
the Covenant . 

Even if the vote was decisive, ques
tions remain regarding the degree of 
consensus that the Covenant will sit 
comfortably within the Church of 
England. In the weeks leading up to 
this synod the blogosphere has been 
the scene of a mas sive debate. 

It began with two influential lib
eral networks, Inclusive Church and 
Modem Church (formerly the Mod
em Chur chpeopl e's Union), buying 
advertising space in the Church 
Times to warn that the Covenant is 
punitive, against the spirit of Angli
canism and a threat to the autonomy 
of the Church of England. Later 
came a declaration from the Angli
can Mainstream network that the 
Covenant was not strong enough to 
provid e the assurances needed by 
conservative evangelicals. Neither 
prevail ed. 

A day ahead of the debate the 
Archbishop of Canterbury used his 
presid ential address to make what 
was undoubtedly the decisive inter
vention in the Covenant debat e. He 
cited a famous sermon by John Wes
ley, the founder of Methodism , on 
"The Catholic Spirit ," which "is nei
ther a climate of imposed universal 
agreement nor a free for all." 

He continued: "Wesley wants us to 
be settled in the basics of the faith, 
'fixed as the sun' in our allegiance to 
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the creed and the doctrine of a free 
and God-given atonement for sin." 
This, how ever, is "consistent with 
readiness to hear arguments against 
what we believe without panic ... 

[and] consistent with 
the knowl edge that 
opinions vary even 
when doct rin es are 
shared." 

Coming directly to 
the proposed Covenant, 

Williams Archbishop Rowan 
Williams said: "It is an illusion to think 
that without some changes the Com
munion can carry on as usual , and a 
great illusion to think that the Church 
of England can somehow derail the 
entire process . The uncomfo rtabl e 
fact is that certain decisions in any 
province affect all." 

The Covenant, he said, "offers us 
the possibility of a voluntary promise 
to consult. And it also recognizes that 
even after consultation there may 
still be disagreement. ... To say yes to 
the Covenant is not to tie our hands . 
But it is to recognize that we have the 
option of tying our hands if we judg e, 
after consultation , that the divisive 
effects of some step are too costly." 

In opening the Covenan t debat e, 
the Rt. Rev. Michael A. Hill, Bishop of 
Bristol, said it was an invitation for 
"member chur ches to commit th em
selves to greater mutual acco unt a
bility, consul tat ion and the pursuit of 
consensus on issues which are new 
or controversial and may have seri
ous relational consequences for the 
Communion." 

Speaking in support, the Rev. 
Simon Cawde ll of Hereford said the 
Covenant offers "the best definition 
of Anglicanis m that there is." 

Dr. Paul Fiddes, a Baptist observer, 
said the Independent tradition in the 
British Isles had lots of experie nce 
with covenant-making but as yet has 
not sought to apply this in the inter
national sp here . "I would like to 

thank the Anglican Communion for 
taking the Covenant further than we 
have done." 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells, the 
Rt. Rev. Pete r Price, insist ed that the 
Covenan t process was underway 
well before the elect ion of Gene 
Robinson in New Hampshire. He 
referred to an Anglican Consultativ e 
Council do cum ent , Belonging 
Together (1992), which had a direct 
influence on The Virginia Report, 
much of which form ed the basis of 
Covenant drafts. 

Traditional Catholics, in the per
sons of the Bishop of Blackbum and 
the Rev. Simon Killwick (leader of 
the Catholi c Group), signaled sup 
port for the Covenant as a means to 
provide greate r coherence and 
integrity in Anglicanism. 

A succession of speakers aired 
doubts. Would the Covenant und er
mine the autonomy of the Church of 
England or its prophetic spirit? Some 
thought tha t Covenant language like 
"relational consequences" spelled a 
legalistic threat. Foremost among the 
doubters was the soo n-to-ret ire 
Bishop of Lincoln, the Rt. Rev. John 
Saxbee, who thought a Covenan t 
unn ecessary since "Anglicanism is a 
covenant." 

Canon Elizabeth Paver, a member 
of the Anglican Communion's Stand
ing Committ ee, introdu ced a note of 
realism: in practice the Covenant will 
advise, never dictate; and it is vital 
that the Church of England "give 
some leadership" on th e matter. 

Now the Covenant will be consid
ere d by diocesan synods. Under the 
Consti tution of the Chur ch of Eng
land they canno t amend it, but only 
attac h following motions. The last 
word on the subject has therefore 
not been said . The position of the 
Chur ch of England should be clear 
by the time the Anglican Consultative 
Counc il meets in 2012. 

John Martin, in London 



Visit livingchurch.org for daily reports of news about 
the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. 

Dioce se of Cuba 
Welcome s Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Griselda Delgado del 
Carpio, 55, is the new bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Cuba. Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori and 
Archbishop Frederick J. Hiltz of the 
Anglican Church of Canada partici
pated in an institution service Nov. 28 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Havana. 

The Miami Herald reported that 
Caridad Diego Bello, chief of reli
gious affairs of the Communist 
Party's Central Committee, and offi
cials of Cuba's Ministry of Justice 
also attended the ceremony. 

The diocese relied on an interim 
bishop, the Rt. Rev. Miguel Tamayo of 
the Anglican Church of Uruguay, for 
the past six years. Two bishops suf
fragan, Nerva Cot Aguilera and Ulises 
Aguero Prendes, have assisted 
Bishop Tamayo since June 2007. 

Delgado, who was born in Bolivia, 
was consecrated as bishop coadjutor 
in February . She was appointed by 
the Metropolitan Council of Cuba, 
consisting of Bishops J efferts Schori 
and Hiltz, and the Most Rev. John W. 
Holder , Archbishop of the West 
Indies. The council interviewed 
seven potential bishops. 

The council has overseen the 
church in Cuba since it separated 
from the Episcopal Church in 1967. 
The diocese tried unsuccessfully in 
June and September to elect a new 
bishop. Internal divisions have pre 
vented the diocese from electing its 
own bishop for 20 years. 

Hiltz said in a sermon at Bishop 
Delgado's consecration in February: 
"She speaks of the rebuilding of tem 
ples throughout Cuba - the restora
tion of churches and the growing of 
congregations through worship and 
service, through reading biblical 
texts, celebrating the Eucharist, shar
ing in prayer for the community and 
for the world, and then sharing food, 
providing clothing and distributing 
medicines as any and all have need. 
Here, dear friends, is an expression 

of the gospel in all its fullness." 
The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Bishop of 

Minnesota, was part of a 17-member 
Minnesota delegation that attended 
the installation service. 

After arriving, "I was quickly 
whisked away by our Presiding 
Bishop, " Bishop Prior wrote on his 
weblog. "With significant enthusiasm 
in her voice she said, 'Brian, there is 
something I want to show you!' And 
thus began a tour through the 
bishop's office, home, sacristy and 
cathedral. All places I had been 
before, yet the purpose of this tour 
and [the Presiding Bishop's] enthu
siasm was to show me the numerous 
pictures and plaques of Minnesota's 
first bishop, Henry Benjamin Whip
ple," who "is held in great reverence 
in Cuba as the instigator of the Epis
copal Church in Cuba." 

Seminary, Br odsky 
Reach Agreement 

The General Theological Seminary 
has reached a preliminary agreement 
with the Brodsky Organization, a Man
hattan real-estate developer, to sell sev
eral residential and mixed-use proper
ties owned by the seminary. 

The seminary intends to sell the 
building known as Chelsea 2,3,4, a 
residential structure on West 20th 
Street near the corner of Ninth 
Avenue; the West Building, also on 
20th Street near the center of the 
block, cun-ently being used for semi
nary offices; and an apartment build
ing at 422 W. 20th St. 

In October GTS trustees unani
mously approved a comprehensive 
financial initiative aimed at eliminat
ing the seminary's $41 million of debt, 
restoring the school's endowment, 
and allowing the seminary to continue 
its mission with a balanced budget 
within 18 to 24 months. Phase 1 
involves selling property to eliminate 
debt. The second phase is leveraging 
the seminary's $30 million investment 
in the Desmond Tutu Center by bring
ing in partners and increasing the 
seminary's endowment. 

ANGLICAN TOURS 
Celebrating more than 30 Years 
of planning Custom Tours for Church 

Leaders and their Congregations 

I TOUR2011 I 

SOUTHERN ENGLAND 

Worship and travel 
with Sewanee 

School of Theology, 
University of the South 

May 27 - June 9, 2010 
Cathedrals, abbeys, holy places 

from Canterbury in the east 
to Hereford in the west and in 

between. Fellowship, Evensongs 
and pub visits complete our tour! 

$2,699.00 per person w/o air 

Forfi1rther information , contact: 

The Rev. Anne B. Chisham, Director 

ANGLICAN TOURS 
2635 Second Avenue No. 424 

San Diego, CA 92103 
abcrev@cox .net 800 438 2403 

SOCIETY OF KING CHARLES 
THE MARTYR 

ANNUALMASS 

REMEMBER.I 

Founded 1894 

SOLEMN MASS OF 
SAINT CHARLES, K.M . 

11 a.m ., Saturday 29 January 2011 

Saint Paul's Parish, Washington DC 
The Rev'd Dr. Andrew L. Sloane, Rector 

The Rev'd Dr. Richard C. Martin, SSC, OL 
Sometime Rector of Saint Paul's, Preacher 

Charles Wood, Mass in F 
Robert McCormick, Director of Music 

Followed by catered LUNCHEON 
Rese rva tion s requir ed, $25 per per son: 

Check pay to "S. Paul 's" - Memo line: "SKCM" 

Send by 21 January: S. Pau l's Office 
2430 K St., NW Washin gton DC 20037 

Drivin g direction s: 
www.saintpaulskstree t.com 

General and Membership Inform ation: 
www.skcm-usa.org 
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essay 

By Elisabeth Rain 

l I Jhat happens in the time between your bap
V V tism and your funeral? We know we die, 

eventually, but what about the rest of life? What 
does the New Testament teach about the change 
that happens to Christians over the course of our 
lives? Bishop N.T. Wright addresses these questions 
in his book After You Believe (HarperOne, 2010), 
and he discussed them recently as a speaker in the 
James M. Stanton Lecture Series in Dallas. Bishop 
Wright's answer repeats the challenge he has laid 
down in much of his work. As Christians, we are 
not called merely to accept God's grace and then 
consider our lives a stopgap until heaven. God calls 
us to become, through his grace, fully human peo
ple who, by reflecting his image in the world, pro
claim and participate in the coming kingdom. 

Christians can be misled by two different 
assumptions, Wright said: that rules of morality no 
longer apply in today's culture, or that Christian 
discipleship consists primarily of obeying moral 
rules. In my ministry among graduate students, I 
have seen the damage these false assumptions can 
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do to young Christians. Some parents have "fol
lowed their hearts" straight out of marriage. Some 
students bought the lie, when they were younger, 
that all of their desires were justified and right. 
Many are just now starting to see the wounds 
caused by those choices. Just as many students 
have been damaged by rule-based rigidity. Some 
have simply given up because they believe their 
failures disqualify them as Christians. 

Christians become fully human the way they 
have from the beginning, said Bishop Wright: 
through the way of sacrifice and the cross. Devel
oping the habits of virtue, like learning to play an 
instrument or to speak a language, requires study 
and practice. God's work is not limited to miracu
lous, lightning-bolt interventions. Scripture tells the 
story of a God whose "normal method of working 
... is to work through human beings who are fully 
alive." Instead of simply zapping us, God works 
with us to "enable us to grow into the fully human 
beings we were supposed to be." 

Living as Christians requires us to "recognize and 
reject the ways in which you are being nudged by 
the world to go down one path, and recognize and 



Paul is not advocating cheap grace 
but a costly forgiveness which reaches 
the sins hidden deep within 
our souls and begins to transform 
us from the inside out. 

embrace the ways in which 
God the Creator , in Jesus 
Christ, is calling you to go up 
the other one," Wright said . 
"We all know it's tough . But 
the one thing we can be sure 
of is that a pathway which 
has written over it the words 
'This is what everybody 
these days thinks ,' or 'This 
will enable you to be more 
authentic, to live more spon

taneously in accordance with your inner self, ' is 
self-condemned as being conformed to the world." 

God calls us to be priests and kings: "an angled 
mirror" which reflects God out into the world ( as 
kings) and the world back to God ( as priests) in the 
"ceaseless rhythm" of worship and witness which 
make up the Christian life. In order to do this, we 
are called to be people of both holiness and prayer 
(Rom. 8). Holiness is not "a matter of gritted-teeth 
obedience to arbitrary commands, but a mat ter of 
being in control of a part of God's creation, namely 
one's own body, one's own person and personality ," 
Wright argued. It is only through this holiness that 
we are able to do the work God has called us to in 
the world. In prayer and worship, we refle ct the 
brokenness and beauty of the world back to God, 
"summing up the praises and the laments of cre
ation before the Creator." In this way we gain the 
str ength for holin ess, for "bringing God's wise and 
healing order to the world." 

For this ministry in particular , Bishop Wright 
said, we need prophecy , the virtue that stands 
"between priesthood and royalty with its arms 
around their shoulders." Biblical prophecy is not a 

"vaguely religious version of what this or that 
newspaper or TV station says, but a word which 
comes genuinely from somewhere else, a word of a 
kingdom which is not from this world but is cer
tainly for this world." This stands in contrast to any 
teaching "which supposes itself to be prophetic 
because it is daring or provocative in terms of tra
ditional Church teaching while being comfortably 
in line with the spirit of the age." 

What does it mean, day to day, to live as royal 
priests of God's kingdom? Wright examined the 
contrast Paul developed in Galatians 5 between 
being people who are characterized by the works 
of the flesh and people who manifest the fruits of 
the Spirit . Paul's teaching emphasizes that we are 
called to live radically as citizens who owe alle
giance to God alone, not as people who are ruled 
by the patterns of the world or even our own 
desires. Paul is not advocating "an easygoing neo
moralism in which all that matters is being true to 
yourself," Wright said. Paul is advising Christians 
on how to avoid patterns that keep us from being 
fully human and fully functioning citizens of the 
kingdom of God. 

In the same way that bad posture can keep some
body from playing a Mozart sonata to its fullest, or 
bad pronunciation can keep one from being under
stood when speaking a foreign language, bad 
choices (including those outlined in Gal. 15:21) 
keep us from functioning fully as citizens of the 
kingdom. "That [list] isn't arbitrary," Wright said. 
"That isn't a cruel, exclusionary legalism. It's sim
ply a fact of life. In the same way, if you want to be 
part of God 's kingdom, of the new heavens and new 
earth in which true humanness will flourish and 

(Continued on next page) 

DECEMBER 19. 20 10 · T HE LIV ING C H URCH 7 



essay 

Wright challenged those who, even in our hearts, 

"object to the Church's moral teaching because 

it makes difficult or seemingly impossible demands, 

demands which feel as though they are tearing 

you apart and forcing you to deny something 

which seems very deep within." 

(Continued from previous page) 

reflect God fully into the world, these 
styles of behavior will disqualify you. If 
God is establishing his rule of justice 
and wisdom , how can there be room for 
folly and party spirit? If God is estab
lishing his rule of peace, what place can 
there be for enm ity and quarrelling? 
Christian ethics is about new creation 
in advance." 

Paul is not advocating cheap grace 
but a costly forgiveness which reaches 
the sins hidden deep within our souls 
and begins to transform us from the 
inside out. Baptism is not a sign that God accepts 
us just as we are, but that we have died and begun 
a new life. In verse 24, Paul reminds us that by shar
ing in the death of Christ through baptism, "those 
who belong to the Messiah, Jesus , have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires," Wright 
exp lain ed. "The only way you get the fruit of the 
Spirit is through the crucifixion of the flesh." 

Wright challenged those who, even in our hearts, 
"object to the Church's moral teaching because it 
makes difficult or seemingly impossible demands, 
demands which feel as though they are tearing you 
apart and forcing you to deny something which 
seems very deep within." We feel this way, in fact, 
because we truly are being changed. It is only 
through this crucifixion of the flesh that the fruits 
of the Spirit begin to appear in us. 

We experience joy, "the settled, deep-rooted cel
ebratio n of the fact that something new has hap
pened as a result of which the world is a different 
and better place," by remembering that the world 
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Wright 

is being transformed because Jesus 
Christ has risen from the dead and is 
Lord of all. To be peaceful, particu
larly in the West, we need to let go of 
"the pride that we Westerners have 
in that odd com bination of post
Enlightenment industrial capacity 
and pre- Enlightenment desire to kill 
people to prove that our cause is 
right." 

If we are to become patient peo
ple, we mus t put to death the anxiety 
and fears that keep us from living 
like people who truly believe God is 

ultimately sovereign. If we are kind people, we 
must let go of the fear of being seen as wimps and 
become people who see past our own selfishness. 
If we are "good" people, we are not just people liv
ing by a rigid code, but people through whom the 
generosity of God overflows into the world. We 
need to begin "to reflect carefu lly and prayerfully 
on what gifts God wants to give to the world 
through us." 

As faithful people - faithful in marriage specifi
cally, but in all relationships and promises in gen
eral - we must put to death the lie that "a new 
factor in the situation trumps all previous ones," 
Wright said. It is the quality of faithfulness, of being 
true to our word and being the type of people God 
calls us to be , which lets the other virtues work 
straight through us. To be gentle people, we must 
put to death that pride that sees our own needs and 
desires as most important. 

And we must practice self-control. "One of the 
great lies of our time . . . is that self-control is bad 



for you, that it cramps your style, 
that it stops you being fully your
self ," Wright said. "We hav e so 
emp hasized , not least in the 
Church, that God loves you as you 
are , and God wants you to be a 
flourishing human being, enjoying 
life in all its fullness, that we fail to 
remind ourselves that that promise 
about fullness of life comes in the 
context of the Good Shepherd giv
ing his life for the sheep (John 
10:10). Jesus said that anyone who 
wanted to follow him must deny 
themselves , take up their cross, 
and follow him." 

Pursuing virtue requires the guid
ance and direction of the Spirit, 
Wright said. We need to practice 
both the "daily and hourly practice 
of praise" and the "daily and hourly 
practice of lam ent." From this 
twofold habit of praise and lam ent, 
we can begin the new work of the 
Kingdom to which we are cal led "as 
it began in Scripture, with one or 
two here and five or six there deter
mining that, come what may, they 
will be people of Scripture and 
silence, of prayer and worship, of 
sacrament and service; they will be 
people of praise and lament , of 
patience, humility, chastity and 
charity ." This is the only way in 
which we can become truly free of 
both the tyranny of the rulebook 
and our own corrupt and decaying 
flesh. We are free to be truly human 
because "God's new creation has 
begun in Jesus Christ. We, by his 
Spirit, are called to learn the habits 
of the heart which will make that 
new creation a reality in tomor
row's Chur ch and world." 

Elisab eth Rain is a staff memb er 
of InterVarsity Christian Fellow
ship Graduate Ministries at South
ern Methodist University, Dallas. 

Reshaping Ecumenical Theology 
The Church Made Whole? 

books 

By Paul Avis. T&T Clark Pp. 205, paperback. $34.95. ISBN 978-
0-5671-9443-5. 

One of the Church of England's leading ecumenists , Dr. Paul 
Avis, general sec retary of the Counc il for Christian Unity and 
Canon Theologian of Exeter , has give us another fine book on 
today's ecumenical movement. He is absolutely frank about the 
enormous problems we face in the search for Christian unity 
today , but passionate about pursuing the "full, visible unity" of the 
Chur ch for the sake of its mission. 

Avis begins by acknowledging and even celebrating the diver
sity of Christianity which has been present since its inception, 
but asks an important question: "When does multipli city become 
fragmentation?" (p. vii). As the chapters unfold he introdu ces the 

centrality of mission into the dis
cuss ion, making it clear that he 
does not see unity and mission as 
separate, or even comp lementary , 
activities but as two sides of the 
same coin. 

One of the refreshing things 
about this book is its realism as to 
what unity means and how we can 
reach it, for "the days of ecumeni
cal pipedreams are now over" (p. 
ix). Avis has written extensively 
over the years on achieving unity 
"by stages," moving from an initial 
pro ces s of intera ction which pro
duces greater mutual understand
ing , through formal theological 

dialogues , to the mutual acknowledgement of one another as 
"chur ches," to searching for concrete forms of cooperatio n, even 
finally the possibility of collaborative episcope (pastoral over
sight), perhaps the final stage before full , visible unity. 

While Anglicans have traditionally seen the historic episcopate 
as serving to enhan ce the unity of the Churc h, the question is 
sometimes asked in ecumenical circles (and Avis asks it in his 
Chapt er 7) whether episcopacy really is a focus of unity or a 
cause of division. Setting the episcopal office firmly in the con 
text of mission , the author argues convincing ly that episcopacy 
has an important role in the very nature of the Church and in each 
of its four "notes" - unity, holiness , catholicity, and apostolicity. 

Approximate ly halfway through the book there is a very help
ful chapter on "reception ," that relatively "new" concept (which 

(Continued on next page) 
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fo llowing a reading in wors hip. ii sounds so implt1mihlr? 
It is becau se the:.! chu rch- across dcnomin:n.ions- has 

slipped into such bad habit s for rc:id ing and prese nting the 

scriptur :-d text alou d, that it scnrcclyso und s like anyrhing G od 

wo uld say. \Vhar is needed arc guid es for readin g th:H will help 

ou r lcctors restore rhe ljfe and meaning ro rhc texts we read 
each Sunda y. 

The Rev. Dr. Clayt0n J. Schmit 

YEAR A is now available! 
Call about our Quantity Discounts 

ATTENTION 
Church Architects 

Liturgical Artists 

Church Fund Raisers 

Vestment Makers 

Church Restorers 

.. . and all those who artistically 
enhance worship space. 

The Living Church presents 
the 4th Annual 

Church Architecture 
& Restoration Issue 

February 13, 2011 
Close : 1/11 Final Ad Due: 1/14 

On e of th e mo s t popul a r is su es of th e year 
All in 4 -color 

For more information , 
contact Tom Parker at 

(414) 276-5420 ext. 16 

tparker@livingchurch.org 
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(Continued from previous page) 

is actually not new at all), but which is often bandied about with
out a full appreciation of its history or development over the 
years. Although we sometimes use the term "reception" to refer 
to a proc ess of churches assimilating new or recently articulated 
developments , the concept actually is "endemic to th e living, 
moving story of Chur ch histor y and applies to the whole scope of 
the unceasing development that characterizes the theolo gy, wor
ship and mission of the Christian Chur ch" (p. 81). 

While serving as ecumenical officer for the Episcop al Chur ch, 
I was often asked: "Have we not learned anything in the ecu
menical movement which could assist us in our ongoing struggles 
to find a renewed unity in the Anglican Communion today ?" In his 
chapt ers on "Building and Breaking Conununion ," "Ethics and 
Communion : The New Fronti er in Ecumenism ," and "Forging 
Communion in the Face of Difference," Avis has some wise things 
to say about this very question and uses issu es in the Anglican 
Communion as lens es through which to view these broader ecu
menical challenges . 

Never retr eat ing from his clear-eyed realism about the plight of 
the ecumenical task today, Avis conclud es his book non ethele ss 
with a challenge to continue the journ ey str ength ened by a series 
of insights stretc hing from the 1920 Lambeth Confer ence of 
Anglican bishops throu gh the 1961 Assembly of the World Coun
cil of Churches in New Delhi, to the Canberra Assembly of that 
same wee in 1991. 

While occasionally repetitiv e, as might be expecte d in a volume 
create d from mat erial rework ed, expanded and correcte d from 
pr evious lecture s and articles (e.g ., similar treatments of 
"diachroni c" and "synchroni c" difference in Chapt ers 1 and 2), 
this is a very wise and timely book After all, there is nothing 
wrong with repeating important insights such as these in some
what clifferent contexts. 

What I believe readers will find most helpful in Reshaping Ecu
menical Theology is the rich interpla y betwee n the searc h for 
unity among the churches and the similar quest in our own frac
tiou s and troubled Communion in these days. Ecumenists like 
Avis have much to teach all of us about the need for resp ect ful 
dialogue and communication. 

"Where churche s in communion consult with one another , 
seeking common disce rnm ent of the truth , but find it difficult to 
reach a common mind , the Christian virtues of patience and for
bearan ce, about which the New Testament has much to say, are 
called for," he writ es (p. 153). "Ther e can be robust - though 
always courteous - disagreement, but mutual condemnation or 
passing judgment on others , as though we were God, are out of 
pla ce. I don't believe that God has given anyon e the right to do 
that (short of a General Council of the Church ). To our own Mas
ter we all stand or fall." 

(The Rt . Rev.) C. Christopher Epting 
Int erim Dean 

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
Davenport, Iowa 



As theological conservatives emerge from the storm's aftermath, 
just what sense are they making of the new landscape? 

By Gavin Dunbar 

A fter a big storm there is usually a mess, and 
some reconfiguration of the landscape, as old 

landmarks are destroyed and new ones appear. Find
ing a path through the mess, and rebuilding connec
tions with the wider world, is the first step in recovery. 
The storm of the last several years has indeed recon
figured the Anglican world. Realignment of a kind has 
come, along with a big mess. Significant numbers of 
conservatives have decamped to the Anglican Church 
in North America, Anglican Mission in the Americas, 
and other churches. Globally, the Communion has 
become a patchwork of churches in varying degrees of 
division or fellowship with each other. It is a bit of a 
mess, really. 

The majority of theological conservatives remain in 
the Episcopal Church , and often in its larger and more 
evangelistically vigorous parishes and dioceses. As 
they emerge from the storm's aftermath, just what 
sense are they making of the new landscape? And 
what pathways are they clearing to rebuild connec
tions to the wider Church? 

To hear what some of these conservatives were say
ing, I attended the recent Communion Partners con
ference in Orlando, Florida. Communion Partners 
began in 2008 as a fellowship of bishops, and quickly 
become a fellowship of rectors as well. Conservative 
in theology , committed to the Windsor Process, sup
portive of the Anglican Covenant, determined to main
tain ties with the Anglican Communion, critical at 
times of the Episcopal Church's leadership and poli
cies, these leaders accept that they will need to take 
the long view and work for the renewal of the Episco
pal Church. It is a new group with a low profile. But to 
judge from the enthusiasm of the Orlando meeting, we 
shall be hearing a lot more from it. 

One might have expected despair , bitter recrimina
tion, mourning. There was nothing of the sort. The 
mood was surprisingly hopeful, and even irenic. As 
one speaker pointed out, Communion Partners is the 
only North American body in communion with all 
Anglican provinces. 

Members of Communion Partners build relation-

ships not only among themselves but also with partner 
churches in the Anglican Communion, through shared 
mission and support for ministry. They do not engage 
in destructive battles with the Episcopal Church Cen
ter. Conservative Anglicans will find ways of working 
together regardless of national bureaucracies. 

The Rt. Rev. Josiah Idowu-Fearon - the second 
most influential bishop in the Church of Nigeria, after 
its primate - spoke about opportunities for mutual 
ministry in northern Nigeria. The Very Rev. Kuan Kim 
Seng, dean of St. Andrew's Cathedral in the Diocese of 
Singapore and diocesan director of missions , spoke 
about mission opportunities in southeast Asia, while 
the Very Rev. Yee Ching Wah, dean of the missionary 
deanery of Thailand, invited Episcopalians to use the 
teaching of English as a vehicle for evangelism in 
southeast Asia. Significant parts of the Global South 
with no love for theological liberalism are willing to 
engage fully with theological conservatives inside the 
Episcopal Church; ACNA, AMiA and the other sepa
rated churches are not the only gathering point for 
Communion-minded Anglicans. 

Communion Partners undoubtedly faces some sig
nificant questions. The first of these is practical. Hav
ing reasserted their control of the institution, the 
theological liberals of the Episcopal Church can afford 
to extend to non-political conservatives a measure of 
toleration: what exactly are the limits of this tolera
tion? Conservatives who stay at the table often end up 
as dinner. 

The other questions are theological. For some 
voices in the ACNA and the AMiA, conservative clergy 
in the Episcopal Church are simply those who lacked 
the courage to leave behind their pension fund. Articu
lating a theological defense of staying rather than leav
ing remains a necessary task Thinking through these 
questions cannot be postponed indefinitely because a 
gospe l without the Church is a contradiction in terms. 
The challenge of rebuilding will require careful 
thought. For now, however, it is good to have survived 
the storm, and to reconnect with other survivors. 

The Rev. Gavin Dunbar is rector of St. John :S Church, 
Savannah, Georgia. 
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Sunday's readings I The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 19 , 2010 

God with Us 
RCL: Isa . 7 : 10-17 ; Psalm 24 or 24:1-7 ; Rom. 1: 1-7; M a tt. 1: 18-25 

The final days of Advent tilt our and anguishing distress may harm the language: "If he did not assume it, he 
attention toward the young woman least of these our brother and sisters. did not save it." The infant Jesus then 
who is with child and who shall bear a With typical depth of thought and is God in our midst, God loving and 
son. They shall name him Emmanuel, beauty of expression, John Donne touching everyone: the strong and the 
which means "God with us." St. John's writes , "He found a Golgotha, where weak, the rich and the poor, the wise 
prologue states, "The word became he was crucified, even in Bethlehem, and the simple, able and disabled, in 
flesh and dwelt among us." How are where he was born, for to his tender- the flower of youth, in the hour of 
we to contemplate this image? Gener- ness then the straws were almost as death. 
ally, we think of infancy as a state of sharp as thorns after, and the manger Because mother and child are the 
innocence and promise , a sign of what as uneasy at first as his cross at last. central image on Advent 4, and 
is coming. But it is also a condition of His birth and death were but one con- because we are all Christ-bearers, per 
grave vulnerability. tinual act, and his Christmas day and haps it would help to meditate upon 

Having spent many hours and days his Good Friday are but the evening Christ at the center of our being , 
in a pediatric intensive care unit, I was and the morning of one and the same rejoicing with us as we rejoice, and 
forced to witness infants struggling day ("A Christmas Sermon" in The assisting us in sorrow or loss. Try this: 
for survival, the mere beginning of Showing Forth of Christ). "Enter into the room of your mind. 
troubles to endure for a lifetime. The inner truth of the incarnation is Shut out everything except God and 
Infancy is astoundingly beautiful, a Christ 's continual presence in every whatever may help you to seek God. 
theme exploited in a great deal of art moment of human existence and After closing the door, seek him. Say, 
showing Mary with the baby Jesus on every trial of human history. It is not 'my whole heart, my whole heart I give 
her knee or at her breast. A loving that Christ comes with a flaccid to God. I seek your face , I seek your 
God enters the world. Still, we cannot approval, deifying a contorted human- face, oh God"' (Ex libro Prologion 
forget that a loving God has entered a ity. Nonetheless, he is either with us in Sancti Amselmi, cap. 1). In this way 
hurting and brok en world, where dis- our brokenness or he is not with us at we open ourselves to a deeper trans
ease , disability, mental impairment , all. Or, stated in classical theological formation in Christ. 

Look It Up Think About It 
Read Psalm 80:4. Applying impera

tives, we demand that God turn to us 
and illumine his own face. In this pr es
ence we are safe. 

Christ in you: "The word of God cannot simply be recited , but requires 
the testimony of a living Christian, because the Word has become flesh; 
and hence one has to demonstrate with one's flesh what the word is" 
(Test Ev eryt hing, Hans Urs von Balthasar, p. 56). 

Next Sunday The First Sunday After Christmas (Year A), Dec. 26, 2010 
RCL : Isa. 61:10-62:3; Ps a lm 147 or 147 :13-21 ; Gal. 3:23-25; 4:4-7; John 1:1- 18 
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letter s to the editor 
',\ 

Floored 
I can cope with biweekly editions 

and many other things, but when "a 
rabbi lays prostrate" [TLC, Dec. 5], I 
am prostrated. "A rabbi lays eggs" 
would be grammatical but unlik ely; 
"a rabbi lays prostrate" speaks to 
me of a magazine that has lost its 
moorings. Being a good Episco
palian , I can cope with theological 
errata, but not grammatical! 

(The Rev.) Chris Webber 
Sharon, Connecticut 

A Welcome Tribute 
Kudos to Faith J.H. McDonnell for 

the tribute to the late Manute Bol, 
basketball star, person of faith , and 
humanitari an [TLC, Dec. 5]. What 
impressed me especially was the 
lack of compulsion to pinpoint this 
Sudanese native's identity within the 
Chris tian family: e.g., as Anglican, 
Roman Catholic, or otherwise. 

The article focus ed simply upon 
his sharing of himself and resources 
among fellow Sudanese and Dar
furians , as well as building interfaith 
bridg es in that devastat ed country. 
In describing this gentle giant's life, 
TLC embo died its pillars of Catholic, 
Evangelical, and Ecumenical. 

(The Rev.) Hugh Dickinson 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Hope in Schenectady 
Thank you for publishing the 

story about the prayer table ministry 
at Christ Church, Schenectady [TLC, 
Sept . 12]. After I heard a recent 
episode of This Amer ic an L ife, 
which recounted the story of cor
ruption and abuse in the Schenec
tady public school system, your arti
cle provided a bright counterpoint. 

It is wonderful to show exa mples 
of how real Christians can provide 
simple ministries which impact peo 
ple's lives, are Christ-centered and 
are unlikely to be duplicated by any 
secular social service organizations. 

(The Rev.) Robert P Travis 
Knoxvi lle, Tennessee 

Pass on your values. 
Give your children and grandchildren 

the classic 1928 Book of Common Prayer 

P.O. Box 36 1, Mill Neck, NY 11765 
www.etfl928.org 

TH E MISSION BOOKSTOR E 
OF NASHOTA H HOUSE 

AN EPISCOPA L SEM INA RY 

2777 MISS ION ROAD 
NAS HOTAH, WI 5305 8-9793 

Most books seen in The Living Church are available. 
Ask about clergy and church discounts. 

(262) 646-6529 

SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
OF CLEMENCY 

Continuous Novena daily at 5.45pm 
Send your prayer requests to 

Canon Gordon Reid 
S.Clement's Church, 2013 Appletr ee St. 

Philadelphia , PA 19103 
www.s-cl ements.or g 

The Episcop al Church of Bethesda -by-the-S ea, a well-established and nation ally recognized church, is 

seeking a stron g, experi enced and inspirational rector who can guide our parish to renewed growth and 
who values our trad itiona l music and liturgy. 

A stro ng candidate shou ld be: 
An inspiring preacher and teacher with strong , per son al faith 
A seaso ned rector with experien ce in growing a church communi ty 

Approac hable and sincere with membe rs of all ages 
A clear and effective commun icator with stron g int erp ersonal skills 
Skilled in moti vating other s and in de legating respo nsibilities 
Com mitt ed to financial responsibility and transparency 

Exper ienced in leading or oversee ing inno vative ways to work with child ren and youth s 

Co mp assio nate with a good sense of humor 

For application information, visit www.bbts .org 

141 Sout h Co unty Road, Palm Beach, Florida 334 80 • 561-655-4554 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOKS 

ANGLICAN BIBLIOPOLE : theo logical book se llers. 
Saratoga Springs , NY. (518) 587-7470 . 

AnglicanBk @aol.com /www.AnglicanBooks .klink.11ct 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom des igned Episco pal 
flags and banners by Fest iva l Flags in Richmond , VA. 
Please contac t us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at fest tlags @aol.com . 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

PART-TIME RECTOR: Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Raton, NM, seeks a priest for small church in the High 
Plains (6500 feet) of NE New Mexico. Mission suppo11ed 
by the Diocese of the Rio Grande. Trinit y has a loya l, 
active, committed congregation with a beautiful 90-yea r
old well-maintain ed church, an adjacent activity hall and 
office. Large 3 BR, 2 bath , handsome , well-furnished rec
tory included. Exce llent opportu nity for retired or semi
retired priest. Raton , an active perfor ming and visual arts 
town, is locate d next to award-winning Sugar ite State Park 
with lakes, fishing , and camping, on historic Santa Fe Tra il. 
University extens ion site teac hing possibility. Pure air and 
exce llent water. Major ski reso11 nearby. Check us out 
online: Holy Trinity, Raton. Contact Bishop 's Warden , 
Bill Fegan : bill@shulerthcatcr.com or (575) 445-4746 . 

TRAVEL 

Worldwide Pilgrimage Ministries is a fully accredited travel 
ministry tl1at arranges adult, youth and choir spiritual jo ur
neys to Israel, Turkey, Greece . Italy, England, France, Spain, 
Scotland, Ireland and South Africa. We offer a full range of 
cruises. Phone: 1-800-260-5104 ; E-mail: wwpil3 @aol.com ; 
Website: www.worldwidcpilgrimagc.com . 

Conducting a 
clergy search? 

We offer : 

• Customized ad p lan s 
to suit an y bu dget 

• Ad design an d creation 
services 

• Same-day ad place
men t for online class i
fied ads 

To plac e a classified , 
print or online , contact 

Amber Mwna at 
ambel@livingchurch.org 

(414) 276-5420 ext. 12 

MORE CIASSIFIEDS 
AVAII.ABLE ONLINE! 
livingch urc h . org 
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The Rt. Rev. Anthony J. Burton , 
Dallas, Texas 

The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser , Riverside, Ill. 

G. Thomas Graves ill , 

Dallas , Texas 

Mrs. John M. Hayden , La Crosse, Wis. 

The Rev. Charles Henery , 
Delafield, Wis. 

The Rt. Rev. Bertram N. Herlong , 

Franklin, Tenn. 

Jordan Hylden , Dmham, N.C. 

The Rev. Jay C. James , Raleigh, N.C. 

David A. Kalvelage , Pewaukee, Wis. 

David H. Keller, Greenville, S.C. 

The Rev. Steven J. Kelly , Detroit, Mich. 

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II, 
South Bend, Ind. 

The Rt. Rev. D. Bruce MacPherson , 
Alexandria, La. 

Richard J. Mammana, Jr., 
New Haven, Corm. 

The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller , 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Daniel Muth , St. Leonard, Md. 

The Rev. Canon Michael Perko , 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

David R. Pitts , 
Baton Rouge, La. 

The Rev. Nicholas T. Porter , 
Southport , Conn. 

Ethel Ripley , Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 

Miss Augusta D. Roddis (emerita) , 
Marshfield, Wis. 

Miriam K. Stauff , 
Wauwatosa, Wis. 

The Rev. Canon Mark Stevenson , 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Howard M. Ilschler , Albuquerque, N.M. 

Shirleen S. Wait, 
Atlantic Beach, Fla. 

Dr. Christopher Wells , 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

People & Places 

Appointments 

The Rev. Malone Gilliam is assistant at 
St. George's, 4715 Harding Rd., Nashvill e, 
TN, 37205. 

The Rev. Marie Gray is pri est-in-charg e 
of St. Paul's, 312 E Main St., Plymouth , WI 
53073-1817. 

Th e Rev. Richard Kunz is rector of 
Gra ce Chur ch , 33 Church St. , White 
Plains, NY 10606. 

The Rev. Lindsay Lunnum is assistant at 
St. Barnabas' , 15 N Broadway , Irvin gto n
on-Hudson, NY 10533. 

The Rev. Beth McNamara is associ ate at 
In carnat ion Cat hedral , 4 Univ ersity 
Pkwy. , Baltimor e, MD 21218 . 

Th e Rev. John Merz is mission er at 
Ascension , 127 Kent St., Brooklyn, NY 
11222. 

The Rev. Cristina Paglinauan is assis 
tant at Rede emer, 5603 N Charl es St. , Bal
timor e, MD 21210 . 

The Ven. William C. Parnell is ar chdea 
co n for mission in the Diocese of New 
York, 1047 Amsterda m Ave., New York, 
NY 10025. 

The Rev. Yejide Peters is rector of All 
Saints ', 201 Scarborough Rd. , Briarcliff 
Manor, NY 10510-2043. 

The Rev. Canon Angela F. Shepherd is 
canon for mission and outreach in the 
Dio cese of Maryland , 4 Univ ersity Pkwy , 
Baltimor e, MD 21218. 

The Rev. Jeanette Tweedy is vicar of 
Trinit y, 32 Chur ch St. , Saugert ies, NY 
12477. 

The Rev. Dina Van Klaveren is rec tor of 
St. Andr ew's , PO Box 52, Glenwood , MD 
21738-0052. 

Ordinations 

Deacons 

South Carolina - Ann Boutcher, St. 
Paul's, 710 Main St ., Conw ay, SC 29526; 
Ed Dyckman, Calvary , 104 Line St. , 
Char leston, SC 29403-5305; Brian Gill, St. 
John's , 3673 Maybank Hwy., Johns Island , 
SC 29455; Lee Hershon, Grace Church , 98 
Wentworth St. , Charl eston, SC 29401-
1473. 

Retirements 

The Rev. Edward E. Godden, as re ctor of 
Immanu el, New Castle , DE. 

Send your clergy changes 
to People and Places: 

p&p@livingchurch.org 
P.O. Box 514036 

Milwaukee, WI 53203-3436 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SAN DIEGO, CA 
ALL SAINTS ' Sixth & Pennsylvan ia Ave . 
Website: www.allsaintschurch .org (619) 298-7729 
Fr. Tony Noble , SSC 
Sun 8 (Low), 10 (High); Daily Mass: Tues 12; Wed 9:30; 
Thurs 6; Fri 9:30; Sat 9 

PALM HARBOR, FL 
ST. ALFRED'S 1601 Curlew Rd. (727) 785-1601 
The Very Rev. Canon Richard C. Doscher , Sr., r 
Sat H Eu 5 (Rite 1 ); Sun H Eu 8 (Rite 1) & 10 (Rite 2) 

SARASOTA, FL 
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER (941) 955-4263 
The Rev. Fredrick A. Robinson , r 
Sat 5:30 (contemporary) ; Sun 7:30 (low), 9 Rite II (high), 11 
Rite I (high). 1 (Spanish); Daily Mass 1 O; Wed 7:30; Thurs 5:30 

HONOLULU, HI 
ST. MARK 'S www .stmarkshonolulu .org (808) 732-2333 
539 Kapahulu Ave. (#13 Bus end of line from Waikiki) 
Sun Low Mass 7, High Mass 9; MWF 8; Tues 6:15; Thurs 10 

CHICAGO, IL 
ASCENSION 1133 North LaSall e Blvd . at Elm 
www.a sce nsionchic ago.o rg (312) 664-1271 
Sister s of St . Anne (312) 642-3638 
The Rev. Gary P. Fert ig , r; the Rev. Kurt Olson, the Rev. 
Geoffrey Ward 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung), 11 (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, E&B 
4 (1S, Oct-May), MP M-F 6:40, Sat 9:40; Masses M-F 7, 
6:20 (Wed), 10 (Sat); EP M-Sat 6, Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6 , 
Sun 10:30-10 :50 

PASSAIC, NJ 
ST. JOHN 'S Lafay ett e and Passaic Avenues 
Website: www .stjohnschurchpassaicnj .org (973) 779-0966 
The Rev. Willi am C. Thiele , r frth iele@gmail.com 
Sun Low Mass 8, Sung Mass 10:30, HD anno. 

CARLSBAD, NM 
GRACE CHURCH 508 W. Fox St. (575) 885-6200 
The Rev. Rod Hurst , r www.gracecarlsbad .org 
Mass Sun 8:30, 10:30 (Sung), Wed 1 O; MP/ EP as posted 

NEW YORK, NY 
TRINITY WALL STREET 
The Rev. Dr. James H. Cooper , r 
The Rev. Canon Anne Mallonee, v 
(212) 602-0880 
Website: www .trinitywall street .org 

TRINITY CHURCH Broadway at Wall Str eet 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11:15•. Mon-Fri MP 8:15, H Eu 12:05, EP 5:15 
'Watch live or on-de mand on the web. 

ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL Broadway and Fulton Street 
Sun H Eu 8 & 10. Daily Prayers for Peace 12:30 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
218 Ashl ey Ave. (843) 722-2024 
Website: www.holy comm.org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson , r; the Rev. Dan Clarke , c; the Rev. 
Patrick Allen, assoc 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Solemn High) 

PAWLEYS ISLAND, SC 
HOLY CROSS FAITH MEMORIAL (843) 237 3459 
www .hcfm.us holycross@sc.rr.com 
The Rev. Tommy Tipton , r 
Sun 8 & 10:30 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau Ave. www .ascathedral.org 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

LUTHERAN 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE & RESURRECTION CHURCHES 
K and Inyo Streets 
The Rev. Will iam R. Hampton , STS 
Sun Eu 9 

(909) 989-3317 

Are visitors 
welcome at your 
church? 

Of course they are! 
So tell them where it is. 

Be included in TLC's Church 
Directory - a valuable resour ce 
for worshipers who travel through
out the year on business trips, holi
days, vacations and more! 

FREE Run a print listing for 13 
weeks and your listing will also run 
in our Online Church Directory 
free of charge. 

To place a church 
directory listing contact: 

Amber Muma 
ambe l'@livingchurch.org 

TLC Call 1-800-211-2771 today or order online at 

livingchurch.org. 




