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A FREE Prayer Resource 
Read the Daily Office every day this 

year with an online community! 
"The Daily Office Daily" is a free 

e-mail with prayer resources, 
lectionary readings, comment, and 

music. Prayer requests are sent 
and received daily. Perfect for 

personal, small group and even 
church-wide use. 

For more information or to 
subscribe, e-mail: 

The Rev. Mike Michie 
praye r@standrewsonline.net 

An outreach of St. Andrew 's 
Ep.iscopal Church, McKinney, Texas 
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news 

TEC Diocese Sues Bishop Iker 
A new lawsuit (bit.ly /a5 mRg5) 

against the Rt. Rev. Jack L. Iker asks 
the federal court for the Northern Dis­
trict of Texas to determine who is 
entitled to use the Episcopal Diocese 
of Fort Worth's seal and other service 
marks. 

As the third bishop of Fort Worth, 
Iker led a majority of the diocese's 
congregations and members in sepa­
rating from the Episcopal Church in 
2008. Of the four dioceses in which 
the annual convention voted to sepa­
rat e from the Episcopal Church, only 
Fort Worth retains Episcopal as part 
of its name. 

Suzanne Gill, director of commu­
nications for Bishop Iker's diocese, 
said the name rec ognizes what that 
diocese always has been. 

"We are the Episcopal Diocese of 
Fort Worth, formed, founded and 
named in 1982," she said. "Our nan1e 
is not 'out of date' or 'no longer appli­
cable.' The word 'Episcopal' is a good 
English word known around the 
world to mean 'a Church of dioceses 
and bishops.' It does not belong to 
any one province of the Anglican 
Communion - or any other Chris­
tian Church. We remain Episcopal." 

Katie Sherrod, communications 
director for the Episcopal Church's 
diocese, said the new lawsuit was not 
prompted by any one incident, such 
as a dispute between a lesbian couple 
and the day school at St. Vincent's 
Cathedral in Bedford, which declined 
to admit the couple's child. 

"The federal lawsuit was not 
prompted by the situation at St. Vin­
cent's, although that is one good 
example of the confusion sown by 
people who, by their own frequent 
statements, could not be more clear 
that they have left the Episcopal 
Church yet continue to use our nam e, 
our shield, and our property and 
other assets," Sherrod said. 

Unlike two earlier lawsuits against 
Iker's diocese, this one is against only 
the bishop. 

"The appellate court found that 
there is one Diocese and one Corpo­
ration and rejected the plaintiffs' 
attempt to represent themselves as 
such," said a statement by Iker 's dio­
cese. "By filing in federal court, the 
minority is trying to make an 'end run ' 
around the litigation already und er 
way, at their instigation, in state court. 
In addition, tl1e shield and insignia in 
question belong to the Diocese , not to 
Bishop Iker." 

Kathleen Wells, chancellor of the 
Episcopal Church's dioces e, told 
Episcopal News Service: "We are not 
attempting an 'end run' around the 
appellate court opinion , which 
expressly did not address tl1e merits 
of which faction leads the continuing 
diocese.'' 

Bishop Iker's diocese predicted the 
federal lawsuit will not affect an exist­
ing case: "We expect this matter to 
end in deference to the litigation mov­
ing through the state courts." 

Sherrod declined to make such a 
prediction: "We are pursuing two sep­
arate remedies to the situation here 
- one in state court and one in fed­
eral court. I cannot speculate on how 
one might affect the other." 

Archbishop Makgoba 
Praises Covenant 

The Archbishop of Cape Town has 
reiterated his support for the proposed 
Anglican Covenant. As the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa began its 
provincial synod Sept. 29, the Most Rev. 
Thabo Makgoba spoke about the 
Covenant favorably. 

Despite earlier reports that his 
province had distanced itself from the All 
African Bishops Conference, which met 
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The Rt. Rev. Terry Allen White [shown 
with his family on page 3], was conse­
crated Sept. 25 as the eighth Bishop of 
Kentucky. Until his consecration, White 
was dean of Grace and Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, Kansas City, Mo. The Rev. 
Canon Susan Sommer, his colleague at 
the cathedral, preached at the conse­
cration. "The Diocese of Kentucky has 
elected a man who pays attention to 
how he listens - in every sense of that 
phrase," she said. "In the 15 years that 
I have known Terry, I have come to 
appreciate and to covet his ability to 
listen for content and for process, for 
red flags and for subtle nuance." 

in Uganda in August , th e archbishop 
stressed the importanc e of participation 
in global Anglican gatherings. 

"ACSA must contribute what we can 
to the painful debate , not least from our 
own expe riences of dealing with vast 
diversity," he said in his charge to the 
synod, which was scheduled through 
Oct. 2. "I an1 therefore glad that ACSA 
was effectively repr esented at the Global 
South 4th Encount er earlier this year, 
and that 10 bishops att ended the All 
African Anglican Bishops Conference in 
Uganda last month." 

Archbishop Makgoba described the 

Covena nt as a way for Anglican 
provinces to stay together, especially 
amid their very real differences on sex­
uality. 

"The differences that focus around 
questions of human sexuality continue to 
be very real , very difficult," he said. "We 
must not expect the Covenant to be per­
fect, or deliver instant solutions to shat­
tered relationships. But it certainly offers 
a way of affirming our desire to live 
together as Provinces, within our global 
family: through an autonomy that is nei­
ther imposed uniformity, nor unbound ed 
independence." 

The archbishop also grounded his 
appreciation of the Covena nt in the 
teachings of St. Paul. 

"We find ourselves more closely 
bound together in our soreness , as we 
await the power of the resurr ection 
within our painful circumstances. My 
prayer is that the Covenant can help the 
whole Communion rediscov er one 
another in Christ, encountering him at 
the foot of the cross in this way," he said. 

"It is, you might say, a fran1ework for 
expressing St. Paul's apparent par adox 
of both bearing one another's burdens , 

and carrying our own loads," he said. 
"We need to shar e our unique experi­
ences of letting Christ hold us together in 
difference , within the life of the 
Covenant, and help it to work as well as 
possible . Meanwhile, we must not divert 
time and energy from the core mission 
and ministry of the Anglican Commun­
ion, including the functioning of its 
Instruments of Communion, commis­
sions, networks and other bodies." 

Bishop Bennison 
Declines Plea 
for Resignation 

The Rt . Rev. Charles E. Bennison , 
Jr., has declined th e call by the House 
of Bishops that he resign immediately 
as Bishop of Pennsylvania. 

Bennison's fellow bish ops ca lled 
for his resignation in a document they 
released Sept. 21, at the conclus ion of 
their annual fall meeting. 

In a letter he releas ed the next day , 

(Cont inue d on page 15) 
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es say 

Authority in Bach's Passion 
and Anglican-Catholic Dialogue 
By Victor Lee Austin advance the story line of the Passion, nor is it the 

respons e of the Church as a whole to the story. It is 

Authmity is a problem today in all aspects of our life. her - the individual's - respons e, her faithful 
The tmth behind our problem is, I believe, that we aclmowledgment, in the sight of all, that she owns for 

need authority simply because we are human beings - herself the sad deeds of Jesus' suffering and death. 
it is not something that we should strive to grow out of or For instance, the first aiia, Bufl' und Reu ', follows 
to do without We need authority in all s01ts of society; we upon the story of the woman who poured precious 
need authority in order to grasp the trnth; we need author- ointment on Jesus' head. Here an alto rises to confess 
ity in politics. The particular help that the Church would that her own heart has been brok en. She offers her 
give us is that it exposes the in1plications of God's tears as a precious balm for Jesus : "Guilt and pain / 
being the source of all authority. Our first likely Break the •sinful heart in twain, I So the teardrops of 
impulse, once we grasp that all forms of authority are my weeping / A most soothing precious balm, / 
derived from God, is to focus our attention on figmes Beloved Jesus , doth offer thee." By virtue of the aiia, 
who are "in authority" and "stand over" others. But in the singer identifies hers elf with a character in the 
the Church we find that the true ~J~~~r--... ~ ~~~ D sacred story, namely, the woman 
picture about authority is much in the Passion who anointed 
mor e complicated. Let me staii; Jesus. But to do so requires that 
with a musical illustration. the singer perform a leap across 

The Saint Matthew Passion of time: she must replace the pre-
Johaimes Sebastian Bach is not so cious ointment in the story with 
much a concert piece as a repre- her own tears of sorrow in the 
sentation of the Church assem- present moment, tears she iden-
bled. The prop er shape of the tifies as "a most soothing pre-
assembled Church is eucharisti- cious balm." 
cally determin ed, as it gathers in This is what happens repeat-
obedience to Jesus' command, , edly in the aiias of the Passion: 
"Do this for the remembrance of The anointing at Bethany the individuals of the arias 
me." But the most solemn gather -
ing togeth er ("congregation") of the Church since 
ancient times has been to recall the extended nana­
tive of the Passion. In Bach's Pa.5sion the Church 
comes together to attend to the saving events of 
Jesus' last supper, arrest, trial, suffe1ing, crucifixion, 
death, and burial. 

Here these events ai·e "recited" by solo voices who 
repr ese nt the main chai·acters and the evangelist 
Matthew. At the beginning and at the end, and also at 
points interspersed throughout , Bach plac es his mag­
nificent choral es, the large pieces sung by the chorus 
entire which, in singing them, gives voice to the con­
gregation's own response to the story they ai·e hear­
ing. And along with the chorales are the parts 
considered by many people the most sublin1e of all, 
the arias. In each aria, an individual arises from the 
assembly and sings what amounts to a very personal 
confession of faith. The individual's aria does not 

respond personally to the pas­
sion of Jesus, making their own lives contemporary 
with that narrative. I will jump to the end. In the final 
aria, Mache dich, mein Herze, rein, the bass sings: 
"Make thyself clean , my heart , / I will myself entomb 
Jesus" (section 75). At this terminus of the Passion 
narrativ e, the entombm ent of Jesus in the grave 
owned by Joseph of Arimathea, a bass soloist has 
aiis en as an individual Christian in the contemporary 
Church to offer his own heart to be Jesus ' tomb. "He 
shall henceforth in me / For ever ai1d ever / Take his 
sweet rest." 

Where do we find auth01ity when a soloist rises to 
sing an aria? The soloist is authorized by Bach to 
stand and sing; this is the plain truth of the text. In 
the perfom1ance, the soloist is authorized also by the 
conductor. But in that which the performan ce is 
about, the soloist speaks of her faith with author ity. 

(Continued on next page) 
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essay I Authority in Bach's Passion and Anglican-Catholic Dialogue 

(Continued from previous page) 

Thus, we can say, Bach here gives us a model of the 
true functioning of auth01ity in the Church. The indi­
vidual could not sing, as it were, authoritatively, were 
she not standing in the midst of the assembly of the 
faithful. The assembly of the faithful is the locus 
where we may find the exercise of authority. Yet the 
faithful, as a whole , only prepare the ground for the 
authority of the faithful individual who sings. 

The autho1ity in the Church as a whole is only 
potential and implicit; it is exercised - it comes alive 
- when the one stands to prof ess. Note too that 
what is said authoritatively is not the simple recita­
tion of a scriptural text. Rather , it involves a leap 
that makes the sacred story contemporary to the 
singer - for instance , through an act of self-obla­
tion. Again, the aria is sung with authority only 
because it is sung in the context of the sacred 
words. Thus, as there is no authority apart from the 
assembly, so is there no authority apart from Scrip­
ture. But Scripture alone, even when it is spoken in 
the midst of the assembly, is not where 
authority is being actualized. Nonethe­
less , authority is responsive . The soloist 
responds neither to Bach nor to the 
conductor; she speaks in the midst of 
the assembly but not to the assembly. 
She speaks in the context of the 
Church's recitation of the salvific narra ­
tive , but her words are not in the narra ­
tive. Her authority resides in the one in 
whom she is placing her faith . 

Authority and ARCIC 
The first paragraph of the first statement on 

authority issued by the first Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission (ARCIC) located 
authority at the heart of the Chlistian faith, as "con­
fession of Christ as Lord." As the commission 
authors wrote: 

To him God has given all authmity in heaven and on 
earth. As Lord of the Church he bestows the Holy 
Spirit to create a communion of men ,vith God and 
with one another . To b1ing this lcoinonia to perfection 
is God's eternal purpose. The Church exists to serve 
the fulfillment of this purpose when God will be all in 
all (Authority in the Church I [1976]). 

This paragraph helps us understand what we saw 
in the arias of Bach. Authority is actualized in the 
Church when Christ is confessed; the Christ who is 
confessed is the one who has all authority. He 

bes tows the Holy Spirit to bring 
human beings into conununion with 
God and each other. In other words, 
the work of the Holy Spilit b1ings 
about the leap across time that is 
present in auth01ity, for the "leap" is 

, made possible by the divine com­

The illustration of the aria shows that 
authority in the Church requires that 
there be an assembly, and therefore it 
requires that there be the communal 
identity and structure that makes the 

Entombment of Christ 

munion granted by the Holy Spirit in 
the midst of the Chmch - which is, 
one could say, a sign of the com­
munion of hun1a11ity not yet realized. 
The authority of Chlist is enacted in 
the gathered assembly when Christ 
is confessed, preeminently in the 
personal confession of the individual 
who, confessing Christ, speaks 

Fran9oise Clouet (1510•72) 

assembly possibl e. To be specific, and to take a 
catholic ecclesiology as normative, authority 
requires that there be a structure of ordained min­
istry, rec eived creeds , and continually ren ewed tra­
dition. Above all, auth01ity in the Church requires 
the Scriptures, faithfully hand ed down and recit ed 
in the presence of all the faithful. But the odd thing 
we see in the Church is that authority in the radical 
sense resides in none of those things: not in ordi­
nation, not in creed and tradition, not even in Scrip­
ture . Authority resides in the individual believer 
who, inspired by the Holy Spirit , proclaims faith­
fully her allegiance to the suffering Jesus, and thus 
to her Lord, and thus to the Triune reality that is the 
source of all authority in heaven and earth. 
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authoritatively; she thus is "authorized." 
From this vantage point one can see the structure 

of ARCIC's 1976 statement on authority in the 
Church. Followmg tl1e concise one-paragraph intro­
duction quoted above, the docun1ent turns first to 
speak of "Chlistian Authority," that is, the authority 
of Christian persons individually and collectively to 
speak and act in such a way that people "perceive the 
authoritative word of Christ" (para. 3). Following 
Christian auth01ity, the statement speaks of "author­
ity in the Church ," which includes the authority of 
individuals bestowed with special gifts, not least the 
ministry of episcope or oversight. Then the statement 
takes up how local churches are related to each 
other, hence authority in the communion of 



churches. Finally, in the context of this nested and 
overlapping conciliar structure, questions of matters 
of faith can be addressed. 

It would be an error to see this document as mov­
ing hierarc hically in an upward direction: from the 
authority of the individual Christian, up to that of the 
local church or bishop , on to that of international 
auth01ities, including whatever auth01ity we might 
agree to recognize in the pope. The error would not 
only be to ignore that the lower must 
always recognize itself in the higher -

Tlu·oughout ARCIC's studies on authority ( ending 
with 1999's Gift of Authority), ARCIC was clear, in 
the words of British ecumenist Mary Tanner , "that 
the primar y authority for all Christians is Jesus 
Christ hims elf. . . . [T]he authority agenda is esse n­
tially about God's auth01ity, given to the Son and , 
through the Son, to the Church , and made active in 
the Church tlu·ough the power of the Holy Spirit. It 
is not the authority of bishops or councils, or of the 

Bishop of Rome." 
If we take this point seriously , 

although that is true, as we see in the 
necessity that authoritative acts be 
"received" (see para. 6 on reception, 
and para. 18 for a delicate articulation 
of the Church 's indefectibility). Most 
fundam entally, such a reading would 
ignore the fact that the docum ent 
works from the top downwards: from 
Christ, who has been given all author­
ity, to Christian persons who hav e 
authority because they confess Christ 
faithfully, down to various institutional 
struct ures and decisions that exist to 
suppor t and preserve that faith. 

What does 
two things follow. First, and not 
surp1isingly, we find theological 
warrant for the claim that to 
have authority is to be under 
authority. The individual has 
authority because she is under 
the authority of Christ. Second, 
and perhaps surprisingly, we 
find a reversal of the identifica­
tion of the one who is the 
authorized person. In the 
Church, it is the individual who 
is to have authority, and she has 
that authority, yes, thanks to the 

it take to make 
possible the 
authoritative 
confession 
of faith 
in Christ? 

For what does it take to make possi-
ble the authoritative confession of faith in Christ? 
Arias do not exist on their own; even the most beau­
tiful of them, sung as a solo performance in a pro ­
gram far removed from the Passion or the Chur ch, if 
such an aria is effect ive, evokes the context from 
which it came: the broader story of salvation, the 
corpus of Bach's work, the tradition of sacred music , 
and so forth. Alias are, in other words, inextricabl e 
from their context. They need the chorus , the con­
ductor, the tradition, and the sacred story in order be 
what they are - in order to be authoritativ e. 

So individual confession of Christ arises out of a 
eucharistic community. And eucharistic community 
requires the oversight of a bishop. And a bishop 
needs commun ion with other bishop s, ju st as a 
eucharistic community needs communion with 
other eucharisti c communities. And communities 
and bishops require some means of making author ­
itati ve dete rminations about the boundari es of 
Christian confession. Yet all these things - author­
itative doctr inal determinations, authoritative con­
ciliar struct ur es, auth oritative persons with 
oversight of particular communiti es - exist to 
make possibl e the one tru ly aut hori tative act: the 
confession of Christ, which like all authority is 
ineluctabl y personal. 

work of bishop s and councils. 
But her relationship to them is not the relationship 
she has to Chri st. She is most properly under 
Christ's authority - as, of course, bishop s and 
councils also are. 

Authority in the Chur ch, in other words, high­
lights for us an essential dynami c in the working out 
of authority. The community is prior lo the indi ­
vidual. No person could have faith or come to any 
knowl edge of truth without submitting to the 
authority of others. And yet the cormnunity exists 
only in the individual to which it gives rise . The 
individual, as it were, contain s the communit y, even 
as she enacts , authoritatively, the faithful response 
of the community to the faithfulness of the one who 
is the source of all the Chur ch's authority , namely, the 
Son to whom all authority has been given. 

In the second half of this essay, I will tum to the 
authority of Scripture and the formation of the 
authmiz ed individual. 

The Rev. D1: Victor Lee Austin is theologian in res­
idence at St. Thmnas Church, New York City. This 
essay is adapted from Up with Authority: \Vhy We 
Need Authority to FloU1ish as HU1nan Beings, just 
published by T&T Clark, and reprinted with per­
mission. 
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catholic voices 

A Conservationist 
among Lumberjacks 

They were like men coming up with axes to a grove of trees (Psalm 7 4:5) 

By Mark J. Lawrence 

It may well be true that "The pen is mightier than 
the sword." Unfortunate ly, it has not always been 

mightier than the axe. As 
that eloquent environmen­
talist Aldo Leopold wrote: "A 
conservationist is one who is 
humbly aware that with 
each stroke [ of the axe] he is 
writing his signature on the 
face of his land." Far too 
many of the leaders in our 
church have never learned 
this lesson. 

There is much axe swing­
ing these days in the Episco­
pal Church. I have grown 

. ,· 

sad from walking among the stumps of what was 
once a noble old-growth Episcopalian grove in the 
forest of Catholic Christianity. It may surprise some, 
but I write not to bemoan the theological or moral 
teaching that is in danger of falling to the logger's axe. 
I have done that elsewhere. My concern here is that as 
the church's polity is felled only a few bother to cry 
"tin1ber." 

I have space to raise three concerns, and these 
briefly: the presiding bishop's threat to our polity -
litigious and constitutional; the revisions to the Title 
IV canons; and, finally, a passing word about inhibi­
tions and depositions to solve our theologi­
cal/spiritual crisis. 

The Threat to Our Polity 
Who can deny that our presiding bishop entered 

into office at a dreadfully divisive moment in the his­
tory of TEC? No matter which way she led there 
would be vigorous c1itics. One might even give a pass 
to the axe placed at tl1e root of some trees if there 
were but some recognition that the landscape was 
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being changed for a worthy egress from the church's 
crisis. But to fell trees indiscriminately is the way of 
the rapacious lumberjack, not the conservationist , 
and more of the latter is what is needed. I hasten to 

add my concerns are not with 
her personally. My problem is 
with how she and her chancel­
lor are felling our polity. 

While preparing to be a lay 
reader 35 years ago, I read 
Powel Mills Dawley's book in 
the Church Teaching Series, The 
Episcopal Church and Jf,S Work. 
Writing of the presiding bishop's 
authority, Professor Dawley 
observed: "[He] exercises no 
direct pastoral oversight of his 
own, nor does he possess visita­

torial or juridical powers within the independent dio­
ceses of the Episcopal Church." 

While the expectation of visitation is referenced in a 
canonical change since Dawley's work, the Constitu­
tion nowhere authorizes such action. Furthermore, the 
lack of juridical powers remains directly and unam­
biguously supported by our Constitution. Thus the con­
stitutional and polity concerns, among others, I had 
upon discovering that the presiding bishop's chancel­
lor had retained in South Carolina an attorney who 
presented hiniself as "South Carolina counsel for the 
Episcopal Church." Her lack of juridical powers 
within an independent diocese made the hiring of an 
attorney without my permission an unconstitutional 
act. The stated defense for this incursion was the pro­
tection of church property to the point of choosing 
the coercive power of civil courts as the best way to 
resolve challenges TEC faces over profound ques­
tions of doctiine , morality and discipline, regardless 
of local issues or the decisions of the diocesan eccle­
siastical authority. 

This is a profound overreach of the presiding 
bishop's auth01ity. Though certainly there are many 



within TEC who strongly disagree with my theologi­
cal commitments, or my vigorous statements of how 
TEC continues to tear the fabric of the Anglican Com­
mllllion, the thing we are confronting now is of a dif­
ferent nature. It is a challenge to our polity: Of how 
for 200 years the Episcopal Church has carried out its 
mission and ministry. It is one of the ironies of this 
time that the Diocese of South Carolina, which has 
been one of the more se1ious c1itics of the "national" 
church , should be among those defending the polity 
ofTEC and its Constitution. But history is full of such 
paradoxes. 

In protecting our independence as a diocese in 
TEC, in protecting the diocesan bishop's authority to 
shepherd the parishes and missions of the dioces e, 
and in defending the bishop and, in his absence, the 
standing committee as the ecclesiastical authority, we 
are in fact defending how TEC has done its work 
since its conception. Every diocesan bishop and 
standing committee, indeed every Episcopalian, 
ought to realize that if the presiding bishop and her 
chancellor are allowed to dictate to bishops or stand­
ing committees how they are to deal with the parishes 
and missions under their care, imposing upon them 
mandates or directives on how they disburse or pur­

higher authority than the bishop. The presiding 
bishop 's decision to hire counsel in South Carolina 
leads us into such a stump-riddled wood that every 
diocese and bishop in this church ought to be con­
cerned, lest the polity and practice ofTEC be changed 
by a precedent without constitutional or canonical 
authority. An unprecedented action unchalleng ed 
may soon becom e practice, and practice unchal­
lenged in time may tum to policy. 

Title IV Revisions 
Further polity-changing efforts can be seen in the 

newly revised disciplinary canons. The axe has been 
wielded against many old-growth trees with the pas­
sage of Title IV in violation of Articles II and IX of the 
Constitution. 

Space does not permit a detailed explanation of 
these changes. That may be found in Alan Runyan and 
Mark McCall's recent article on the Anglican Com­
mllllion Institute's website (http://bit.ly/fitleIV-2010). 
Yet Sunlffiruized: They broaden the natur e of possible 
offenses, redefine existing offenses , dramatically 
reduce procedural safeguards for the accused clergy, 
remove the standing committee from the disciplinary 

chase property, then we have 
entered into a new era of unprece­
dented hierarchy and autocratic 
leadership. 

The presiding bishop has stated 
that she has responsibility for the 
whole church; yet this responsibility 
is to preside, not to rule. Her felt 
duty to protect the property of the 
Episcopal Church is one she has 
assumed , not one stated in the Con­
stitution and Canons, nor assun1ed 

The presiding 
bishop has 
responsibility 
for the whole 

proc ess and significantly increase the power 
of a bishop and the presiding bishop with 
respect to the disciplinmy process. All of 
this occurs by intruding into a diocese's 
authority over its clergy and in spite of the 
diocesan standing committee's constitu­
tional right to be free of a presiding bishop's 
intrusion into diocesan affairs without its 
consent. Moreover, these changes trespass 
on TE C's historically recent interpretation of 

church; yet this 
responsibility 
is to preside, 
not to rule. what accession means . 

by any previous presiding bishop. Historically, at 
least through much of the last century, the presiding 
bishop's role has been to guide the work that the sev­
eral dioceses perform together as may be voted 
upon by General Convention. It is not to direct the 
work or ministry of the independent dioceses that 
make up the Episcopal Church. That has always 
been the role of the bishop diocesan and the various 
elected bodies of the local dioces e: th e bishop , the 
standing committee and perhaps the board of 
trustees alon e have charge in various ways over 
these matters of property. 

As a case in point , should a diocese decide to pur­
chase property to plant a congregation, or alienate or 
sell the property it possesses, it seeks no further 
authority than itself for such action. So too if a dio­
cese chooses to close a congregation, there is no 

How can the church say that a diocese 
must accede to the Constitution and Canons when 
acceding to one violates the other - especially since 
the Constitution takes precedence? Surely rational 
thought would require that the Episcop al Church 
change its Constitution, or else adherence to conflict­
ing canons is not required. Is the desire to squelch all 
disagreement tlrrough radically altered clergy disci­
plinary canons so great that the Constitution must be 
hacked away in the process? 

On Inhibitions and Depositions 
It is hardly secret to the House of Bishops that in 

inhibiting the Rt. Rev. Robert Duncan the presiding 
bishop did not have , as the canons require, the neces­
sary consent of two of the house's three senior bish-

(Continued on next page) 
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catholic vo ices 

(Continued f rom previous page) 

ops. Neither is it a secret (and proce­
durally did not go unchallenged) that 
at the deposition the definition of 
"All the Members " of the house was 
given an incorr ect ruling by the pre­
siding bishop's chanc ellor, who 
defended it on the ground of his 
p1ior ruling. I suppose the House of 
Bishops supported these dubious 
rulings of the Chair because Bishop 
Duncan, as everyone !mew, was a 
"troublesome cleric." And evidently 
he is not the only one. 

Rece ntly I re ceived an inquiry 
from an Episcopalian who was con­
cerned about the proposals for our 
reconven ed diocesan convention. 
After expressing his concern he 
then went on to compar e the way 
that Jeffrey Steenson stepped down 
from office as the Bishop of Rio 
Grande to Bishops Jack Iker and 
John-David Schofield. Needless to 
say the latt er men did not come to a 
favorable review from this self-pro­
fessed liberal. My respons e was that 

he, like so many of the institutional 
leaders in TEC, had wron gly inter­
preted the problem we face. He 
attributed the cause of our crisis to 
one of chara cter rather than envi­
ronment - a person probl em rather 
than a situation probl em; and it was 
rath er clear he saw me as poten­
tially one such person probl em as 
well. I suggested he look at it this 
way: If the pres ent bishop and 
standing committee of South Car­
olina were on a bus that went over a 
cliff, I suspect this diocese would 
elect persons for its bishop and 
standing committee not all that dif­
ferent , at least theologically, from 
the incumbents. Remove these 
"problem" people and you still have 
the problem. You cannot solve it by 
approaching it as a person problem; 
that is, if just more of these "trou­
blesome clerics" wer e like Jeffrey 
Steenso n who knew how to step 
down - "holy leave-ta king ," as I 
heard one bishop put it - then we 
could at least respect them! 

Maybe it is time for a different 
approach, one that recognizes the 
profound environmenta l crisis we 
face within the church . The axe 
swinging to rid TEC of its troubl e­
some clerics isn 't working. It is 
becoming an environm ental disas­
ter. The presiding bishop and her 
unelected chan cellor intrudin g into 
dioces an independence; Title IV 
revisions that und ercut due process 
and the constitutionall y given right 
of a diocese's eccles iastical author­
ity; depositions huni ed for litigious 
convenience, while never address­
ing the deeper theologica l prob­
lems: all of these are stro kes of the 
axe hacking at the stately grove of 
TEC. Just maybe , somewhere, an 
ecclesiastica l John Muir will 
emerge, but if so , he'd better find 
his voice soon. For the sound that's 
coming from TEC these days is the 
sound of falling trees. 

The Rt . Rev. Mark Joseph Laivrenc e 
is the 14th Bislwp of South Carolina . 

The 54th Episcopal Musician's Handbook 
2010-2011 Edition (begins Nov. 28, 2010) Lectionary Year A 

For more than ha lf a century, The Episcopal Musician 's Handbo ok has been the 
trusted resource of choice for c hoirmas ters, organists, and other musicians in the 
Episcopa l Church. The Handb ook is the essential planning guide for the Church 
year, for both the Revised Common Lectionary and the Prayer Book lect ionary. 

Includes plainsong psalm settings for congregational use in Advent and Lent 
(Year C, RCL), pointed by Canon Joseph Kucha rski. 

ORDER TODAY: LECTIONARY YEAR A EDITION IS NOW SHIPPING 
ONE COPY $28 REGULAR SHIPPING (4-6-WEEK DELIVERY), $36 PRIORITY SHIPPING (7-10 DAYS) 
Mult iple cop ies a lso available at a discount. The 2009-2010 Edition - Lectionary Year C (through Nov . 27) - a lso 
available. Hurry! Supplies are limited. 

Order with MC/VISA by calling 1-800-211-2771 
EMH53A 



people & places 

Appointments 
The Rev. Jonathan Huyck is rector of 

Grace, 175 Mathewso n St., Providenc e RI 
02903. 

The Rev. Peter G. Tierney Ill is recto r of St. 
Andrew's, 182 Willow Ave., Little Compton, 
RI 02837-1535. 

The Rev. Patrick Greene is assista nt at St. 
Paul's Wickford , 55 Main St., North 
Kingstown, RI 02852. 

The Rev. Richard L. Walton is rector of 
Christ Church , 2543 US Highway 21 S, Sparta, 
NC 28675 

Correctio n: The Brotherhood of Saint GregorY 
was misidentified in the People & Places section 
of the Oct. 3 issue. The correct listing follows: 

Religious Communities 
Brotherhood of St. Gregory - Bo Alexan­

der Armstrong and Francis J. Bullock, first 
profess ion; Joseph B. Gauss, Thomas L. 
Greer, Richard Matthias and Nathaniel D. 
Rahm, life prof ess ion . 

Deaths 
Edith C.H. Eder, a long-time resid ent 

of Washington, DC, died at home July 
10. She was 93. 

She moved to Washington during World 
War II to work for Bishop Angus Dun. In 
1948, she man-ied the Rev. Gaite r S. Gilliss, 
who was recto r of St. Pete r's, Poo lesville, 
MD, unti l his death in 1960. In 1968, she 
rnanied the Rev. Craig E. Eder, then chap­
lain at St. Albans School, who died in 
November 2009. She was a member of St. 
Steph en and the Incarn atio n Chur ch in 
Washington for more than 40 years, serving 
on its vestry for many of them. She did 
much volunte er work at Sibley Hosp ital, St. 
Albans School , Sidwe ll Friend s School 
sunun er programs , and the City Hall hot­
line. Swv ivors include her daughter, Edith 
Gilliss Faile of Fairfield, C'I; sons Willian1 
Gilliss of Louisville, KY, and John Gilliss of 
P01tland, ME; four grandchildren; a brot her 
and a sister and many nieces and nephews. 

Other deaths as reported by the Chur ch 
Pension Fund: 

Keith N. Adams 
Efrain Ayala Medina 
Keith W. Buller 
Barbara E. Carmine 
William R. Copenhaver 
Paul S. Downie 
Robert E. Eggenschiller 
Donald J. Gardner 
Sarah K. Garnett 
John J. Harmon 
Joseph W. Hess, Jr. 
Douglas D. Hodges 

53 San Angelo, TX 
61 Dorado, PR 
58 While Sulph. Spr., WV 
85 Bradenton, FL 
82 Kings Mountain, NC 
80 Winnetka , IL 
70 Estero, FL 
85 Shushan,NY 
95 Fort Stockton , TX 
89 Rochester, NY 
89 Philadelphia, PA 
7 4 Fostoria, OH 

Betty lhfe 
Joseph F. Landry 
Karl G. Layer 

76 Carson City, NV 
82 Acworth,GA 
70 Philadelphia, PA 
66 St. Petersburg, FL 
8B Boulder, CO 

Allen W Swain 69 
Samuel W Tinsley Ill 62 
Lorenzo Triana Franco 79 
Stanley E. Turner 83 

Pocasset, MA 
Chester, VA 

Guaayaquil,EC 
Clearwater, FL Roy C. Lightfoot, Jr. 

James McKeown 
Thomas E. Moody 
J. Ellen Nunnally 
William P. Price 
Edmund P. Ross 
William Joe Saak 
Robert A. Serfling 

69 Stone Mountain, GA 
65 Ashland, OH 
95 Newport, NC 
84 Albuquerque, NM 
82 Oklahoma City, OK 
80 Payson, AZ 

Send your clergy changes 
to People and Places: 

p&p@livingchurch.org 
P.O. Box 514036 

Milwaukee, WI 53203-3436 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
El Hogar Projects Tegucigalpa, Hondu ras 

~ El Hagar Projects is seeking a dynamic leader with a passion for serving 
the poor in Latin America. The position is based in Honduras with frequent 

travel to the U.S. The qual ified can didat e should demonstrate strong leade rship and in­
terpe rsona l skills, sound financial and fundra islng experience and profic iency in Spanish. 

Founded in 1979, El Hogar Projec ts, a school and home locate d in Teguciga lpa, Hon­
duras is a mission of the Episcopal Diocese of Honduras. Its mission is to provide a loving 
home and education in a Christian env ironme nt for abando ned, orphan ed and hope­
lessly poor children . Interested ca nd idates should electronica lly submi t resume and let­
ter of interest to : 

Liz Kinchen at info@elhogar.org 
For mor e information about El Hogar, pleas e visit our website at www.elhogar.o rg. 

The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea, a well-established and nationally recognized church, is 
seeking a strong, experienced and inspirationa l rector who can guide our parish to renewed growth and 

who values our tradit ional music and litu rgy. 

A strong candidate sho uld be: 
An inspiring pre acher and teach er with stro ng, personal faith 
A seaso ned rector with experience in growing a church com munit y 
Approachab le and sincere with me mb ers of all ages 
A clear and effect ive commun icator with strong interp ersona l skills 

Skilled in motivat ing others and in de legating respon sibilities 
Co mmi tted to financial respo nsibilit y and tran spare ncy 
Experienced in lead ing or oversee ing innovative ways to work with ch ildren and youths 
Compa ssionate with a goo d sens e of hu mo r 

For application information, visit www.bbts.org 

141 South Coun ty Road, Palm Beach, Florida 33480 • 56 1-655-4554 
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:\\'II. .... w....,,,:. Sunday's readings I Twenty-First Sunday After Pent ecost , Oct. 17, 2010 

To Wrestle with God 
"I will not let you go unless you bless me" (Gen. 32:26b) 

BCP: Gen. 32:3-8, 22-30; Psalm 121; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:l- 8a 
RCL: J er. 3 1:27-34 ; Psalm 119:97-104 or Ge n. 32:22-31 ; Psalm 121; 2 Tim. 3: 14-4 :5; Luk e 18: 1-8 

Jacob was afraid to face his broth er, 
Esau. Jacob 's lavish gifts could hard ly 
make up for the stolen birtluight , and by 
force of arms, he could never win the 
day. As so often in the stories of the 
patriar chs, God's promise seems to have 
come to anoth er dead end. Ja cob must 
come to grips, literally, with the One 
who has set this future before him. 

This myste1ious combat on the shores 
by the J abbok has long been taken as far 
more than one man's attempt to under­
stand his destiny. Jacob fights against 
God, and yet clings to him. God is his 
adve rsary, and yet he proffer s a rich 
blessing. Jacob's life is changed, a people 
is born. The vista opened before Jacob is 
not merely advice on what comes next 
but the vision of God himself. 

Look It Up 

"What is it to wrestle with God," asked 
St. Ambrose, "other than to enter upon 
the struggle for virtue, to contend with 
one who is stronger and to become a 
better imitator of God than the others 
are?" The way ofviltue is no easy patl1. 
Like a stallion, our haughty wills must be 
broken to take God's reins. Om desires 
must be straightened to long for the high­
est good , our bodies exercised in the 
regime of discipl eship . God sta nds 
against us for our own good, "smiting 
us fiiendly" in the psalmist 's words, that 
we might find, on the other side of om 
pain, a new kind of life with him. 

St. Paul remind s us that the Scrip­
tures are weapons of righteousness, to 
be used "for teac hing, for reproof, for 
correction , for training. " The Spirit 

breathes life into them so that they can 
make us complete , abounding in good 
works. 

Prayer is a kind of wrestling as well. 
The widow won't stop her pleading, and 
the judg e must give in. "Perhaps she will 
blacken my eye," he says to himself, an 
idiom of the boxing ring. If a wicked 
man will do right because of persist­
ence, how much more, Jesus mges, will 
God help us when we cry to him . This 
parable too has long been seen as a call 
for assistanc e in the struggle of right­
eousn ess. The Evil One press es hard 
against us, and we need God's grace to 
stand firm. "Christian up and smite 
them, countin g gain but loss," urges tl1e 
old hymn; "smite them by the me1it of 
the Holy Cross." 

Think About It 
Read Hosea 12:1-6. How does the prop het rework the themes of Jacob 's 
mysterious night to call Israe l to greater faitllfulness? 

How has God struggled against you to draw 
you closer to himself? 

Next Sunday The Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost (Proper 25C), October 24, 2010 
S CP: J er. 14:(1-6)7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84 or 84:1-6; 2 Tim. 4:6--8, 16-18; Luk e 18:9-14 

RCL : Joe l 2 :23-32; Psalm 65 or Ecclus. 35: 12-17 orJ e r. 14:7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84:1-6; 2 Tim. 4:6-8 , 16-18; Luk e 18 :9-14 
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news 

Bishop Bennison 
(Continued from page 5) 

Bennison wrote that he has "deep 
compassion for the young woman 
who was abused." 

He added: "But resigning my posi ­
tion as Bishop of Pennsylvania will 
not ease her pain or remove the sting 
of the abusive relationship. Instead, I 
hope that the suffering I have endured 
during the past three years has 
strengthened me and will enable me 
to work for reconciliation within the 
Diocese. I look forward to resuming 
my mission within the Church. We 
are a small Church, but a noble and 
histmic one. I hope that the members 
of the Diocese and I can put the past 
behind us and work together to 
achieve our goals." 

Archbishop Williams 
Promotes MDGs 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
issued a YouTube video Sept. 20 to 
mark the beginning of the United 
Nations Summit on Millennium 
Development Goals. 

In the video (bit.ly/CantuarMDG), 
Archbishop Rowan Williams pointed 
out that 10 years of the 15-year pro­
gram have elaps ed, "and there 's still a 
very long way to go." 

"It's quit e easy, especially in the 
light of the last couple of years, to 
think we really haven't got the finan­
cial resources for this," he said. "The 
fact is, that even in the present cli­
mate, governments are not as short of 
resources as it's tempting for them to 
think they are." 

Governments will find ready part­
ners, the archbishop said, in commu­
nities of faith: "Here there are 
resources not only in terms of skills 
and persons but of vision and of 
energy, of faith; a sense of deep obli­
gation; a sense that our welfare is 
absolutely bound up with the welfar e 
of our neighbor." 

When it concluded Sep t. 22, the 

I 
/ 

three-day summit in New York City 
promised greater money and efforts 
toward meeting the eight-point goals, 
which address poverty and hunger, 
universal education, gender inequal­
ity, children's health, maternal health, 
HIV/AIDS, environmental sustain ­
ability and a global partnership for 
development. 

Province of Canada 
Invests in Mission 

After discussing mission Sept. 23-
26, the Province of Canada's council 
voted not to convene in 2011 and 
instead to spend $40,000 on mission. 
That mission will be a youth event the 
provinc e has already begun planning. 

The discussions were guided by a 
focus on the Anglican Communion's 
five marks of mission, led by Ellie 
Johnson, retired director of partner­
ships for the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 

"I sensed a spirit of renewal for 
Provincial Council and Synod," said 
the Most Rev. Claude Miller, arch ­
bishop of Fredericton and metropol ­
itan of the province. "I sense a new 
day is dawning in our corporate life." 

The Province of Canada, one of 
four provinces within the Anglican 
Church of Canada, encompasses 
seven dioceses: Central Newfound­
land, Eastern Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Fredericton, Montreal, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island , Quebe c, and Western New­
foundland. Its council meets annu­
ally and its synod meets every three 
years. 

The council also is considering 
structural changes that would reduce 
the number of members in both the 
council and the synod. 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Moxley, 
Bishop of Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, proposed the motions 
for the youth event and for reducing 
the size of provincial structures. Her 
original motion called for cutting the 
delegations in half. 

ANGLICAN BIBLIOPOLE: theological booksellers . 
Saratoga Springs, NY. (518) 587-7470. 

AnglicanBk @aol.com/www.AnglicanBooks.klink.net 

THE FORGIVENESS BOOK by Bob Libby is back in 
print. Excelle nt education resource. iUnivcrsc.com 

, . CHURCH ·FURNISHINGS , 
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FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopa l 
nag s and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond, VA. 
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at festnags @aol.com . 

FOR SALE 

Home Communion Set. Sterling . Includes chal ice, 
paten, pyx , spoon, glass crnet , leather case: $1,000. Oil 
stock: $300. Ideal gins . Proceeds will suppon church in 
Burma. shuhne @snet.net or (860) 739-3024. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: Trinity Episcopal Cl111rch, 
Waterloov11, SD. Trinity is a family-sized parish located in 
one of South Dakota's fastest growing communities and is 
the 4th largest city in the state. Trinity has an excellent 
youth group and hosted the 2009 Diocesan Youth Event. 
The people of Trinity are strongly committed to the 
renewa l and growth of their parish and are eager to work 
with a priest who is full of hope and energy and has a 
Kingdom vision. Watenown is home to the Terry Redlin 
Museum, Bramble Park Zoo and one of the top rated 
school districts in the s tate. South Dakota is known for its 
amazing recreationa l opportunit ies - hun ting. fishing, 
boating , hiking, and biking. If interested, please contact 
The Rev. Canon David Hussey , (605) 494-0242 or 
canondavid.diocesc @ midconetwork.com. 

FULL-TIME RECIOR: St. A11dre,v's Episcopal Cl111rclt, 
Roswell, NM , is cun-cntly seeking a rector to lead our church 
community. We arc a church family of approximately 250 
members. Roswell is located in the high plains. southeast cor­
ner of New Mexico, in the heart of the Pecos Valley. lfliving 
in the "Land of Enchantment" sounds like a wild west adven­
ture , additional infor mation can be found at 
""~v.standrewsroswell.org or contact The Rev. Canon F. 
Michael Perko , Ph.D., Diocese of the Rio Grande at (505) 
881-0636 by October 31, 20 10. 

Conducting a 
clergy search? 
We offer: 
• Customized ad plans to suit 
any bud get 

• Ad. design and cre ation 
serv ices 

• Same-day ad p lacement for 
online classified ads 

To place a classified, 
print or online, cont.act 

Amber Muma at 
ambel@livingchurch.org 
(414) 276-5420 ext. 12 

MORE CI.ASSIFIEDS 
AVAIi.ABIE ONLINE! 

livingchurch. org 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SAN DIEGO, CA 
All SAINTS' Sixth & Pennsylvania Ave. 
Website: www.allsaintschurch.org (619) 298-7729 
Fr. Tony Noble, SSC 
Sun 8 (Low), 10 (High); Daily Mass: Tues 12; Wed 9:30; 
Thurs 6; Fri 9:30: Sat 9 

PALM HARBOR, FL 
ST. ALFRED'S 1601 Curlew Rd. (727) 785-1601 
The Very Rev. Canon Richa rd C. Doscher, Sr., r 
Sat H Eu 5 (Rite 1); Sun H Eu 8 (Rite 1) & 10 (Rite 2) 

SARASOTA, FL 
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER (941) 955-4263 
The Rev. Fredrick A. Robinson , r 
Sat 5:30 (contemporary); Sun 7:30 (low), 9 Rite II (high), 11 
Rite I (high), 1 (Spanish); Daily Mass 1 O; Wed 7:30; Thurs 5:30 

HONOLULU, HI 
ST. MARK'S www.stmarkshonolulu.org (808) 732-2333 
539 Kapahulu Ave. (#13 Bus end of l ine from Waikiki) 
Sun Low Mass 7, High Mass 9; MWF 8; Tues 6:15; Thurs 10 

CHICAGO, IL 
ASCENSION 1133 North LaSalle Blvd . at Elm 
www.ascensionchicago.org (312) 664-1271 
Sisters of St. Anne (312) 642-3638 
The Rev. Gary P. Fertig , r; the Rev. Kurt Olson, the Rev. 
Geoffrey Ward 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung), 11 (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, E&B 
4 (1S, Oct-May) , MP M-F 6:40, Sat 9:40; Masses M-F 7, 
6:20 (Wed), 10 (Sat); EP M-Sat 6, Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6, 
Sun 10:30· 10:50 

EDGARTOWN, MA 
ST ANDREW 'S Martha's Vineyard (508) 627-5330 
www.standrewsmv.org Summer and Winter Sts. 
The Rev. Vincent G. ("Chip ") Seadale , r 

RED BANK, NJ 
TRINITY CHURCH 
Website: www .TrinityRedBank.org 
The Rev. Christopher Rodriguez , r 

65 W. Front St. 

Sun Masses 8 & 10:15 (Sung), MP and EP Daily 

PASSAIC, NJ 
ST. JOHN 'S Lafayette and Passaic Avenues 
Website: www.stjohnschurchpassaicnj.org (973) 779-0966 
Th e Rev. William C. Thiele, r frthiele @gmail.com 
Sun Low Mass 8, Sung Mass 10:30, HD anno. 

CARLSBAD, NM 
GRACE CHURCH 508 W. Fox St. (575) 885-6200 
The Rev. Rod Hurst , r www.gracecarlsbad.org 
Mass Sun 8:30, 10:30 (Sung), Wed 10; MP/EP as posted 

NEW YORK, NY 
TRINITY WALL STREET 
The Rev. Dr. James H. Cooper, r 
The Rev. Canon Anne Mallonee , v 
(212) 602-0880 
Website: www .tr initywal lst reet.org 

TRINITY CHURCH Broadway at Wall Street 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11:15'. Mon-Fri MP 8:15, H Eu 12:05, EP 5:15 
·watch live or on-demand on the web. 

ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL Broadway and Fulton Street 
Sun H Eu 8 & 10. Daily Prayers for Peace 12:30 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
218 Ashley Ave. (843) 722-2024 
Website: www .holycomm.org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson, r; the Rev. Dan Clarke, c; the Rev. 
Patrick Allen, assoc 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Solemn High) 

PAWLEYS ISLAND, SC 
HOLY CROSS FAITH MEMORIAL (843) 237 3459 
www.hcfm. us holycross @sc.rr.co m 
The Rev. Tommy Tipton , r 
Sun 8 & 10:30 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau Ave. www.ascathedral.org 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

LUTHERAN 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE & RESURRECTION CHURCHES 
K and Inyo Streets 
The Rev. William R. Hampton , STS 
Sun Eu 9 

(909) 989-3317 

Are visitors 
welcome at your 
church? 

Of course they are! 
So tell them where it is. 

Be included in TLC's Church 
Directory-- a valuable resource for 
worshipers who trave l throughout the 
year on business trips, holidays, vaca­
tions and more! 

FREE Run a print listing for 13 
weeks and your listing will also run in 
our Online Church Directory free of 
charge. 

To place a church directory 
listing contact: 
Amber Muma 

ambel@livingchurch.org 

TLC Call 1-800-211-2771 today or order online at 

livingchurch.org. 


