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news 

Bishop Consecrated 
in Minnesota 

Fourteen bishops paiticipated in 
the consecration of the Rt. Rev. 
Brian N. Prior as the ninth Bishop of 
Minnesota. 

The consecration service, which 
included drumming and dancing by 
members of the Ojibwe and Dakota 
nations, occurred Feb. 13 at the Min
neapolis Convention Center. 

Prior was elected Vice President 
of the House of Deputies in 2006 and 
re-elected in 2009. Bonnie Anderson, 
President of the House of Deputies, 
has said she will nominate his suc
cessor one year before the 77th Gen
eral Convention, which convenes in 
2012. 

The new bishop has lived in his 
native state of Washington through
out his life, other than during his 
seminary studies. He completed a 
master of divinity at Church Divinity 
School of the Paci.fie in 1987. 

More Lawsuits May 
Emerge in S. C. 

Parties to one of the longest-last
ing legal disputes involving the Epis
copal Church have asked the U.S. 
Supreme Court to hear the matt er on 
appeal. 

The petition for a wiit of certiorari 
asks the Supreme Court to rule in a 
legal battle involving All Saints, Wac
camaw, S.C., which separated from 
the Diocese of South Carolina after 
its rector, Charles H. "Chuck" Mur
phy III, became a founding bishop of 
the Anglican Mission in the Ameri
cas. 

The petition involves the consoli
dated cases of All Saints Parish, 
Waccamaw v. Protestant Epis copal 
Church and Green v. Ca.mpbell. 

The Rt. Rev. Edward L. Salmon, Jr., 
Bishop of South Cai·olina from 1990 
to 2007, was a party to All Saints v. 
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Bishop Prior dur ing the recessional at the service of consecra tion in Minneapolis. 

Protestant Episcopal Church. The 
Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence, who 
became Bishop of South Carolina in 
2008, has never been a paity to the 
dispute. 

Meanwhile, the Diocese of South 
Carolina's former chancellor, 
Thomas T. Tisdale, has sent a series 
of letters to its CUITent chancellor, 
Wade H. Logan III, regarding four 
other parishes, some of which have 
distanc ed themselves from the Epis
copal Church. 

In the lette rs , which he began 
sending on Jan . 25, Tisdale identified 
himself as "South Carolina counsel 
for the Episcopal Church." Bishop 
Lawrence challenged this descrip
tion in an open letter to the diocese 
on Feb. 9. 

"He may be an attorney retained 
by the Chancellor for the Presiding 
Bishop, but it is hardly accurate in 
regai·ds to the polity of this Church 
to claim to be an attorney of The 
Episcopal Church, as if the parishes, 
Standing Committee, and Bishop of 
South Carolina are somehow some
thing other than The Episcopal 
Church," the bishop wrote. 

In the letters, which the diocese 
has distributed through its website, 
Tisdale asked the current chancellor 
for extensive material , including: 

• A list of all ordinations to the dia-

conate or priesthood by Bishop 
Lawrence since Oct. 24, 2009, and a 
copy of the declaration of conform
ity signed by each ordinand. That 
dat e reflects when the diocese, 
meeting in special convention, voted 
to amend the declaration of con
fomlity. 

• The transcript of the diocese's 
special convention on Oct. 24, 2009, 
and copies of resolutions to be con
sidered at the annual convention on 
March 2-5. Bishop Lawrence , citing 
his prerogativ e und er diocesan 
canons, has postponed the conven
tion until March 26. 

• Copies of amendments to 
bylaws by parishes or missions since 
2006. 

• Minutes of the standing commit
tee since Bishop Salmon concluded 
his leadership of the diocese. 

• Docun1ents regai·ding the prop
erty at St. Andrew's, Mt. Pleasant. 
The members of St. Andrew's voted 
in December 2009 to leave the Epis
copal Church and join the Anglican 
Church in North An1erica. 

• Docun1ents regai·ding the prop
erty at St. Luke's, Hilton Head. The 
Rev. Greg Kronz, rector , wrote in the 
December issu e of the parish's 
newsl ette r, St. Luke's Messenger: 
"We will be having two parish-wide 
meetings [this month]: the first 



regarding changes in our by-laws, 
and our deed and title." 

• Documents regarding the prop
erty at St. John's, Johns Island. The 
congregation voted on Jan. 17 to 
remove references to the Episcopal 
Church from its sign. Another reso 
lution, which said the pruish was in a 
spi.titual but not a legal relationship 
with the dioces e, passed on a simple 
majority. The parish planned 
another vote on that resolution six 
weeks later . 

• Documents regarding the prop
erty at Trinity, Myrtle Beach. The 
Rev. Rob Sturdy, Trinity's rector , 
wrote on his weblog, Awakening 
Grace: "The stated motive behind 
this action is the claim that we have 
threatened to leave or have left the 
Diocese of South Cru·olina due to the 
revision of our bylaws. This is of 
course absurd." 

In his letter, the bishop stressed 
that the four palish es have not sep
arated themselves from the dio 
cese. The parishes , he wrote, "have 
not made these changes with the 
intention of leaving the Dioces e of 
South Carolina, nor have they left. 
I have been working with their 
clergy and lay leaders to find 
appropriate ways to reso lve their 
struggles with the rece nt decisions 
of the General Convention in ways 
consistent with the Holy Scrip 
tures, our common life and fellow
ship in Christ, as well as with the 
canons of the Church and the laws 
of the Stat e of South Carolina." 

The bishop added: "As the Bishop 
elected by the Convention of this 
Diocese, duly consented to and con
secrated in accordance with his
toric preced ent and polity , I an1 the 
only bishop with canonical jurisdic
tion here. Thus the Standing Com
mittee and I believe this action is a.11 
unjust intrusion into the spiritual 
and jurisdictional affairs of this sov
ereign diocese of The Episcopal 
Church. This provocative interfer
ence has been pursued without the 
Presiding Bishop having communi -

cated with me in a manner consis
tent with the Constitution of The 
Episcopal Church and the historical 
polity of this Church." 

Douglas LeBlanc 

Seven on Slate for Federal 
Ministries Bishop 

The Rev. Robert Certain, 62, rector 
of St. Peter and St. Paul , Marietta , 
Ga, has been nominated by petition 
to join the slate for sixth Bishop Suf
fragan for Federal Ministries . He is a 
retired Air Force chaplam. 

He joins six other nominees , who 
were chosen by a search committee. 

He presided at former President 
Gerald Ford's funeral in 2006. He 
can1e to the parish in Marietta in 
Aplil 2007 as an interim rector , and 
by the following May he accepted a 
call as rector. 

The House of Bishops will elect 
the bishop during its meeting at 
Camp Allen, Navasota, Texas, Mai-ch 
19-24. 

Bishop Parsley Plans 
to Retire Next Year 

The Rt. Rev. Henry N. Parsley , Jr., 
Bishop of Alabama smce 1999, has 
announced that he will retire i.t12011. 
He has asked that his successor take 
office by the fall of that year. 

"Fifteen years is a long, full tenure 
for a diocesan bishop and I believe 
that my decision to retire in two 
years is in the fullness of time for the 
dioc ese and me ," the bishop said. 

Parsley was one of seven bishops 
on the slate m 2006 when the Epis
copal Chmch elected its 24th Presid
ing Bishop in 2006. 

He has served as chai.t,nan of the 
House of Bishops' theology commit
tee since 2000. He was chancellor of 
the University of the South from 
2003 to 2009. He eruned a bachel or's 
degree from Sewanee in 1970, and a 
master's of divinity from General 
Theological Seminary in 1973. 
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By N.J.A. Humphrey 

In his presidential address to the Church of Eng
land's General Synod in London on Feb. 9, 

Rowan Williams stated his strongly-held belief that 
the Church desperately needs "to recover ... some
thing of the tragic recognition that not all goods are 
compatible in a fallen world." If this is the case, he 
said, "our job is not to secure purity but to find ways 
of deciding such contested issues that do not simply 
write off the others in the -debate as negligible, 
morally or spiritually unserious or without moral 
claims." He went on to note: "Something of that 
'tragic' awareness is hard to avoid when we look at 
the decisions that face us in our Church." 

Rowan Williams's own awareness of the "tragic" in 
the life of the Church has been shaped, I believe, 
through his engagement with the works of that 
expe1t of the "tragic" in literature , Fyoclor Dosto
evsky. In 2007, Rowan Williams was on sabbatical 
from his duties as Archbishop of Canterbury. While 
on sabbatical, he wrote Dostoevsky: Language, 
Faith , and Fiction (Waco, Texas: Baylor University 
Press , 2007; page numbers following quotations are 
in parentheses). In the clays leading up to the 2008 
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Lambeth Conference, the app eara nce of a book 
about the works of a ninete enth century Russian 
novelist was viewed by some commentators as an 
instance of Williams's penchant for diversion from 
the burdens of ecclesiastical office. Far from having 
nothing to do with practical matters , however , the 
book is profoundly relevant both to the one Church 
and to the Anglican Communion. 

It is an extended theological reflection on how one 
imagines the life of faith within a fallen world ( where 
"not all goods are compatible"), and in a church that 
does not live up to one's hopes and dreams for it. The 
very first page of the book indicates as much when 
Williams writes: "The novels [of Dostoevsky] ask 
us, in effect, whether we can imagine a human com
munity of languag e and feeling in which, even if we 
were incapable of fully realizing it, we knew what 
was due to each other; whether we could imagine liv
ing in the consciousness of a solidity or depth in 
each other which no amount of failure , suffering, or 
desolation could eradicate" (1) . Practically every 
page is pregnant with implications for the futur e of 
Anglicanism. 

On one level, Dostoevsky: Language, Faith, and 
Fiction is an incisive piece of literary criticism that 



can be read as just that: one careful scholar's well
researc hed thoughts on Dostoevsky, and an impor
tant contribution to Russian Studies in general. Nev
ertheless, I suspect that the context out of which this 
book has come into being is bound up with the role 
that Rowan Williams plays as an archbishop in a 
church in conflict. The questions that Dostoevsky 
asks intrigue Williams not simply on their own terms 
but because they are important questions to address 
within his own context as a church leader. As 
Williams said in his Presidential Address at General 
Synod: "I make no apology ... for pleading that we 
try, through the Covenant, to discover an ecclesial 
fellowship in which we trust each other to act for our 
good - an essential feature of anything that might 
be called a theology of the Body of Christ." 

If Williams is being thoroughly Dostoevskian in his 
approach to the Covenant process, we can expect 
hin1 to approach ecclesiology in a way that is not eas
ily comprehended by the Western dogmatic and 
juridical context, whether Catholic or Protestant in 
its outlook. Willian1s claims that Dostoevsky is a 
parti cular kind of Orthodox novelist ( as opposed to 
merely a "Christian" novelist), in part because of 
"what he und erstoo d by the Church" ( 13). This 
understanding , Williams argues, is grounded in "a 
parti cularly nine teenth -century Russian Orthodox 
set of pol emical concerns" that "fiercely attack" 
what the polemicists of Dostoevsky's era (notably 

We might 

say that 

Williams is 

a particular 
kind of 

Dostoevskian 
archbishop . 

Kireevsky and Khomyakov) 
regarded "as a secularizing move 
in [Roman] Catholic th inking and 
practice, one that seeks to resolve 
religious doubt by appealing not 
to the free cons ensus of perso ns 
united in the Body of Christ but to 
a supreme executive aut hority , 
the papacy, which, simply by 
being a supreme executive, 
beco mes a monarchy on the 
model of other monarchies, and 

so sets itself up as a rival political power" (13). We 
might say that Williams is a parti cular kind of Dos
toevskian archbishop beca use he refuses to use his 
office as any sort of "supreme executive authority," 
but instead works within crisis and conflict in a way 
that aims to encourage free interd epe ndent com
mitment without politi cal compulsion. 

The development of an Anglican Covenant is like
wise an exercise in articulating what, as Christians 

in communion, we "owe to each other." It is an 
experiment in imagining a community with "solidity" 
and "depth," one so grounded in communion tha t "no 
amount of failure, suffering, or desolation could 
eradicate" it. This is a tall order indeed , a monu
mental enterprise in constructive ecclesiology. And 
in the archbishop's view, in order for such an enter
prise to be successful, it must be deeply cognizant of 
all the ways in which human beings Jail to rend er 
what we "owe to each other." 

But what is it that we owe each other? The 
answer that Williams gives, lavishly illustrated 

from Dosto evsky's novels , is that human beings owe 
it to each other to remain in conversation. Only 
through conversation is auth entic, committed , and 
meaningful community mad e possible . Williams 
writ es that Dostoevsky "sees language itself as the 
indisputabl e mark er of freedom: confront ed with 
what seeks to close down exc hange or conflict, we 
discover we can always say more. This is emphati
ca lly and evidently a liberty that depends on other
ness" (11). While conversation creates the possibil
ity of community, communion is only possible when 
people use language responsibly so that they recog
nize their essential, God-given interd epe nd ence. 
Williams writes that "Dostoe vsky in effect argues 
that this necess ity of saying what is recognizable is 
finally grounded in the order established by a cre
ator: recognition is possibl e because we are all at the 
most basic level of our being made to resonate with 
the interdepe nd ent life of a univers e that is 
addressed and sustained by a Word from God. Our 
problem - if we believe thi s - is how to live so as 
to allow that resonance to shape what we say and 
do" (12). 

Williams argues that to be responsible to each 
other requires a commitment to engage with one 
another; that engagement is the modus operandi of 
lived responsibility. Indeed , Williams pointedly notes 
that the Russian word for "engagement " may also be 
translated as "communion" ( 133) . In his Preside ntial 
Address to General Synod, Williams states: "The 
Covenant specifically encourages and envisages pro
tracted engagement and scrutiny and list ening in 
situations of tension, and that is one of the things 
that makes it, in my view, worth supporting." The 
quest ion for both Williams and Dosto evsky is not 
whether we ought to live respo nsibly, but how to live 

(Continued on next page) 
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essay 

(Continued from previous page) 

responsibly, that is, in a way that is accountable to 
God and to each other. 

This central Dostoevskian theme is found in its 
most developed form in the sixth book of The Broth
ers Karamazov, "The Russian Monk," wherein the 
elder Zosima teaches that we are "responsible for 
all." Williams defines responsibility as acting and 
speaking in such a way that "the options of others 
are clarified, not controlled" (171). This definition of 
responsibility is central to how Williams is approach
ing the purpose of the Anglican Covenant. 
While many Anglicans fear that the Covenant 
will be abused precisely in order to control 
the options of one province or another (by, 
for instance, preventing a province from 
approving rites for the blessing of same-sex 
unions if other provinces object), Williams 
signals that the Covenant should clarify for 
its parties what the consequences of any 
action would be, rather than control the 
action itself. 

Being responsible for and to each other 

controlled, either by the members themselves or by 
the "author(s)" or "creator(s)" of this world (i.e., 
those responsible for the drafting and adoption of 
the Covenant)? 

One could claim that Williams, like Dostoevsky, is 
interested in how religious uncertainty may be rep
resented "as held or healed within a narrative of the 
interaction of persons" (13). Dostoevsky was inter
ested in writing "a narrative that left unresolved 
precisely how and why the process should be seen 
as authoritatively pointing to a mended universe, yet 

- ' ·' . ..,: 
, .. 
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LANGUAGE, F'AITH + F'JCTIOH 

The central 

inviting a commitment to this 
process on the basis simply 

means "that there is no circumstance in 
which it is either impossible or useless to 
seek whatever action or involvement one can 

Dostoevskian 

of what the narrative has made 
morally and imaginatively 
possible" (13-14). What this 
"process" is remains to be expli
cated by Williams within an 
Anglican context. His goal, how
ever, appears to be a Covenant 
that opens up the possibility of 
real commitment to each other. 
In his Presidential Address to 
General Synod, Williams encour
aged Synod "to search for struc
tures that will keep open the 
ability to learn from each other. 
Sometimes those structures 
may embody what seems to 

theme:we 
that will give space or time to the other for 
his, her, or its flourishing before God" (169). 
In this way, the Covenant-as-Williams-sees-it 

are "responsible 

for all." 
and the novels of Dostoevsky have a similar 
purpose. As Williams writes of the novels: 
"The Dostoevskian novel is ... an exercise in 
resisting the demonic and rescuing language. It does 
this by insisting on freedom - the freedom of char
acters within the novel to go on answering each 
other, even when this wholly upsets and disappoints 
any hopes we may have for resolutions and good 
endings .... It enacts the freedom it discusses by cre
ating a narrative space in which various futures are 
possible for characters and for readers. And in doing 
so it seeks - in the author's intention - to represent 
the ways in which the world's creator ... generates 
dependence without control" (12). 

In drawing a parallel between Dostoevsky's nov
elistic strategy and Williams's strategy for an Angli
can Covenant, we encounter the very problem that 
is most vexing: how is it possible to create a world 
- in this case, an Anglican Communion - whose 
members are free and yet dependent upon each 
other, but whose dependence is not manipulated or 
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some an unwelcome degree of 
distance: that would be true of 

some possible consequences of the Covenant ... 
What matters, though, is what they would make 
possible if used creatively over time; we cannot 
predict what future reconciliations may be helped to 
happen by imaginative and empathetic policies 
now." In this endeavor, we can only pray that 
Williams and his allies are on the right track. 

Strange to say, but the future of the Anglican Com
munion may depend on whether the archbishop is 
able to apply the insights gained from his study of 
Dostoevsky to our current "tragic" struggles. If the 
archbishop succeeds in his project, we may one day 
say that the Anglican Communion owes much of its 
shape and health not just to Hooker or Ramsey but 
to Dostoevsky, via the thought and Christian disci
pleship of Rowan Williams. 

N.J.A. Humphrey is the curate of St. Paul~, K Street, 
in Washington, D. C. 



books 

A Cross-Shattered Church 
Reclaiming the Theological Heart of Preaching 
By Stanley Hauerwas. Brazos Press. Pp. 176. $17.99. ISBN 978-1587432583. 

Paul Griffiths once wrote in the journal Modern The
ology that if Stanley Hauerwas's "example were more 
widely followed we would have mor e theology and 
fewer st ultif ying prolegomena to theology, and that 
would be a great good." This new book of sermons 
reflects that mod el, that is, it exhibits Stanley Hauer
was's most persistently held contention that we need to 
get over the epistemic obsessions of modernity and get 
on with being the Church. A Cross-Shattered Church is, 
by Hauerwas's own description , among his most impor
tant works, and this status has less to do with its intel
lectual rigor or novelty than with its setting - more 
often than not the parish pulpit. 

This is not to say that Hauerwas is a natural preacher 
or that his sermons all escape the jargon of the academy. 
I must admit that I wince a little when I hear Wittgenstein 
mention ed in the pulpit , not because his work is irrele
vant but because it seems that the best preachers are 
those who know how to speak in voices not th eir own 
without saying so. But Hauerwas is, after all, Hauerwas , 
and one should not be surprised to find oneself swim
ming in his extraordina rily well-read thoughts. 

Such thoughts are , even when annoying, consistently 
helpful, whether for other preachers (who would do 
well to use some of these ideas ) or people in the pews. 
Hauerwas calls us to see the cross, and in so doing to 
abandon our death-determined lives and our constant 
attempts to exp lain the world. "Seeing" is, in fact , one 
of the formal divisions of the book, and in these ser 
mons we learn that seeing Jesus properly is no t a mat 
ter of well-constructed argument but of formation in the 
conun unity of virtue known as the Church. 

If this basic message is Hauerwasian to the core, it is 
also profoundly Catholic and evange lical. The distinc
tive voice in these sermons is, perhaps in its accidents , 
the Texas twang of the bricklayer -turn ed-aca demi c 
renowned for his salty diction (largely mellowed her e), 
but its subs tan ce stands out as that of a true vir eccle
siasticus, a man of the Chur ch, even if that man lives in 
the confused lands cape of Christian division. Hauer
was is nothing if not Catholic, even as he remains in 
some sense both Methodist and Anglican. He would be 
the first to admit that this is a contradictory status 
which renders his work questionable to many . But 
Hauerwas rightly assumes that a "Methodist" or "Angli
can" theology is not a theology worth having. Either 
Christian theology is true or it isn 't. The task of theology 
is not to argu e that the Cree d is inte lligible to the world 
but to show, not least in the life of the people called 
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"Church ," that the world is unin
telligible if the Creed is not true . 

There is no thing original in such 
a claim, and that is the point. In a 
remarkably apophatic way, Hauer
was closes his summary appendix 
(in its elf a good reason to look at 
this book) with this statement: 
"That is pretty much it . That is 
what I think or at least tried to 
think. I hop e it is what the Chur ch 

"That is what I think or at least 

tried to think. I hope it is what 

the Church thinks." 

Stanley Hau erwas 

thinks." Such a statement well describ es why Paul Grif
fiths hop es for mor e theologians like Hauerwas. That 
hope is not for systematic invention but for an unapolo 
getic witn ess to the truth of the gospel and an implicit 
submission to Catholic consensus. It is of little us e for 
a triumphalist to assert that Hauerwas is wrong in this 
or that point - Hauerw as hims elf does not treat his 
opinions as bindin g but as tentative contribut ions to the
ological tradition. 

Sermons like those in this volume are, in Hauerwas 's 
words , "one of the most satisfy ing cont exts for doing 
the work of theolog y." And that is so no t mer ely 
bec ause they deal most dir ectly with Scr ipture but 
because they deal most directly with the faithful who 
will not read With the Grain of the Universe or The 
Peaceable Kingdom or Aquinas or Bar th or Yoder or 
countless other works of the Christian theological tra
dition. Those works, useful as they are in forming the 
Church, take second place to the proclamation of the 
gospel itself - the death and resurrection of Christ 
being mor e determinative than anything else that has 
happened or could happ en in this world. Without that 
proclamation th e work of theology has no plac e, 
whether in th e Chur ch or in the university. 

Samuel Keyes 
Nashotah, Wis . 

MARCH 7. 2010 · T Ht LIVING CIIURC II 13 



ca th olic vo ices 
Editorials 

Where's the Theology? 
The Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon, Bishop in Charge of the 

Convocation of American Churches in Europe, has no 
vote in whether the Diocese of Los Angeles will conse
crate the Rev. Mary D. Glasspool as a bishop suffragan, 
but he has found his voice. Bishop Whalon has given the 
Episcopal Church a gift of remarkable candor and con
science. 

In one of his regular columns for Anglicans Online 
(tinyurl.com/Whalon214), the bishop writes: "While I 
do believe that a case for the full inclusion of gay and 
lesbian people that rests on faithful arguments from 
Sc1ipture, theological anthropology, etc ., can be made, 
the fact is that this church has not officially done so ." 

It perhaps belabors the obvious to note that the 
bishop soon became the object of criticism, both from 
his left and his right. 

Some said the theological work was done several 
years ago, citing such examples as a 16-page document 
by Claiming the Blessing (2002), but also the more sub
stantial To Set Our Hope on Christ (2005), the Rev. 
Tobias Hailer's book Reasonable and Holy (2009), and 
Gods Call and Our Response by the Chicago Consul
tation (2010). 

We will confess some biases of our own. We do not 
share Bishop Whalon's sense that Scripture "hardly 
touches upon" san,e-sex intimacy, or that "the Holy 
Trinity had had enough of the 'don't ask-don't tell' pol
icy that was de facto on the church-wide level up until 
2003." 

Among the Church's many probl ems related to sexual 
morality, hypoc1isy is the easiest target for its craven
ness. Our understanding does not suggest that the God
head solves such probl ems by blurring the lines of mar
riage . 

Still, the bishop's central point stands: Serious theo
logical work ought to preced e such a thorough redefi 
nition of God's intention for sexuality (and all the more 
when it touch es upon what Catholic Christians con
sider one of the seven sacraments of the Church). If only 
activist groups, seminary professors , or individual bish
ops have done such theology to dat e, this may be a sign 
of an idea whose time has not arrived, if it ever will. 

Some of our sisters and broth ers us e "lex orandi, lex 
credendi" as an imperative for doing theology by cir
cumstance. One subjective understanding of justice, at 
one existential moment , prompts congregations or bish
ops or dioceses to take what they consider prophetic 
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actions, and they assure the rest of the Church that the 
requisite theology or enlightenm ent will emerge later , 
perhaps bubbling up from our collective experience of 
their pastoral wisdom. 

But as Bishop Whalon writes: "It is patentl y unjust to 
everyone, including partnered gay and lesbian people, 
to keep on ordaining them and blessing their unions 
withou t providing a theological rationale for changing 
the church's teaching." 

The Episcopal Church has been locked in these unjust 
ways for so long that changing its habits may be more 
painful than the cognitive dissonan ce the habits create . 
We think the Episcopal Church is up to the task, how
ever. If the theological heavy lifting is complete ; if the 
Spirit is leading us into deeper truth; if Episcopalian s 
believ e that a new revelation trumps the revelation of 
Scripture, then let this church speak with clarity and 
conviction through its General Convention. Anything 
less is playing with the lives of all Episcopalians. 

Gifts Appreciated 
As always, we are pleased and humbled to publish in 

this issue the names of all thos e who have contiibuted in 
the last year to the Living Church Fund. Your gifts enable 
us to continue to produce The Living Church week in and 
week out; without them we quite simply could not do 
what we do. Thank you and bless you! 

We remain focused on providing the highest quality 
independ ent news coverage, both online and in print , 
while expanding the depth of conunentary in our pages 
through sustained reflection from leaders of our church. 
The new "Catholic Voices" section of the magazine pro
vides a wider canvas still for teaching about important, 
timely matters in the Anglican Communion. And we are 
excited to introduc e soon some much-needed improve
ments to our website , as we stlive to offer the distinctive 
ministry of TLC to all our readers , in every comer of the 
globe. 

As we plan toward our future, we depend upon your 
continued generosity. Please consider in the coming year 
supporting TLC with gifts to both our Annual Fund and 
our Endowment Fund, to ensure the continuity and flour
ishing of The Living Church for generations to come. 

We thanl< God eve1y time we remember you, constantly 
praying with joy for all of you, because of our sharing in 
the gospel (see Phil 1:3-5). 



letters to the editor 

Civil Rights 
In response to the editorial 

"Think, and Act, Globally" [TLC, 
Dec. 27], what those of us on the 
catholic left to middle are talking 
about are basic rules of justice and 
human compassion. For most of us 
in the Episcopal Church the heart of 
the issue with transgender gay and 
lesbian people is not about life style 
but about basic civil rights. 

We have made a stand and a 
choice to be with and for and among 
our brothers and sisters who are gay 
and lesbian and transsexual, 
because we know them, we love 
them, and we have a need for their 
gifts in the church and the world. 
And we want to model to the young 
that are coming along that the 
church is a place of safety and nur
ture for their full spiritual and psy
cho/social development. 

No one admires and respects the 
worldwide diversity and reach of the 
Anglican Communion more than I. 
We bring to each other great riches 
of spirit and insight into the diversity 
of cultures. It is important to see the 
world through each other's eyes. 
And yet I don't think it is any less cul
turally impe1ialistic for one Anglican 
diocese or a group of them to dictate 
to the Church in the U.S. what it 
ought to do any more than the 
Church in the U.S. should try to 
impose its will on other provinces 
and jurisdictions. There 's enough 
room at the banquet for all of us . 

(The Rev.) Bob Stuhlmann 
Christ Church 

Stratford, Conn. 

Prayers for the Church 
I left the Episcopal Church for a 
church that was a founding member 
of the ACNA because I felt that TEC 
leaders were making pariahs of 
those of us who believe in the 
supremacy of holy Scripture and/or 
are politically conservative. Many of 
my Episcopal brothers and sisters 

who are members of pray er groups 
and home groups with other Angli
cans share my concerns, and we all 
pray regularly that some level of 
Christian love and gentility may 
return to the way too many church 
leaders deal with those who do not 
share their agendas. 

I and many of my brothers and sis
ters will continue to pray for all our 
brothers and sisters in Christ's entire 
Church, asking the Lord to give us 
discernment to know and follow his 
will and to lift up each other and his 
Church . I hope all of us will hold up 

(Continu ed on page 17) 
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The Day of Salvation 
"Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3). 

BCP: Exod. 3:1 -1 5; Psalm 103 or 103: 1-1 1; 1 Cor. 10:1 - 13; Luk e 13:1-9 
RCL : Exod. 3:1-15; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Co r. 10:1- 13; Luk e 13:1 -9 

"Where were you when the world 
stopped turning on that September 
day?" asked country singer Alan 
Jackson. How did you respond ? His 
song deta ils all kinds of ways that 
people faced the fear and uncertainty 
of that time: "Did you shout out in 
anger . . . weep for the children ... 
did you dust off your Bible ... or go 
out and buy you a gun?" Perhaps 
most pointedly he asks, "did you look 
up to heave n for some kind of 
answer, and look at yourself to what 
really matt ers?" 

asked Jesus what he mad e of two 
tragedi es from the headlines of his 
day. Galilean pilgrims killed by Pilate 
as they offered sacrifice in 
Jerusa lem; a tower that collaps ed, 
killing 18 bystanders. Is there logic 
behind such things? Was God pun
ishing them for sins worse than ours? 

It's not so simple , Jesus tells them. 
He doesn't deny the reality of judg
ment or the fact that sins deserv e to 
be puni shed. But these people 
weren't any worse than the rest of us. 
You must repent, he tells them , so 
you don 't also perish. Their fates 
should remind you that life is fragile, 
that none of us knows how long we 
have. The day of salvation is now. 
Don't put off doing God's will. 

philosoph er enough to wish that 
Jesus hadn't pass ed up the chance 
to close this age-old argument once 
and for all. But maybe Jesus knew 
that when we can explain evil, we 
can also distanc e ourselves from it. 
If the Galileans deserved their fates, 
then it is no concern of ours. His real 
warning, like St . Paul's in today's 
epistl e, is against presumption , 
ass uming that we are in the right. 
"Let anyone who think s that he 
stands take heed lest he fall," St. Paul 
warned his "once saved, always 
saved" enthusiasts. The Israelites too 
were blessed with God's grace, but 
they fell in the wilderness. You have 
been spared. Let God's patien ce not 
be in vain. Do "what really matters" 
now, beca use there may not be 
another tomorrow. 

Tragedies on the scale of those ter
roris t atta cks or the recent earth
quakes in Haiti st ir us in powerful 
ways. They open deep fears , break 
our heart s and force us to pond er 
"what really matte rs ." 

In this Sunday's gospel, the crowds 
It was an odd answer - almost to 

another kind of question. I am a 

Look It Up Think About It 
Read I Peter 4:12-19. Does this text's understand
ing of God's place in suffering conflict with Jesus' 
teaching here? 

The crowd might have asked Jesus about the Galilean pilgrims be
cause they were His own countrymen. How do his words here explain 
His own purpose in Jerusalem? 

Next Sunday Fourth Sunday in Lent (Year C), March 14, 2010 
BCP : Jo shua (4: 19-24 ); 5:9- 12; Psal m 34 or 34:1-8; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Luke 15:11-32 

RCL: J o s hu a 5 :9- 12; Ps al m 32; 2 Co r. 5: 16 -2 1; Luk e 15:1 -3, llb-32 
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letters to the editor 

(Continued from page 15) 

each other in prayer and seek first of 
all to serve the Lord, and not spend 
so many material and sp iritua l 
resources on warfare against those 
who don't share our agendas. 

Richard A. Eckert 
Del Mm~ Calif. 

Independent Spirit 
The Rev. Kenneth S. Thom states 

that "National ind epen dence and 
koinonia are beside the point" [TLC, 
Jan. 24]. 

It appears that the spirit of 1776 
has shaped our consciousness as an 
Ame1ican churc h to the point where 
we tend to make decisions without 
regard to the position of the larger 
Chur ch. 

In other words, our decisions tend 
to be guided by the spirit of national 
independence rather than by the 
spirit of koinonia. That is precisely 
the issue. 

We cheris h democracy, and as 
earthly governments go, our country 
is an inspiration to many around the 
globe . However, it is worth remem 
bering that Jesus taught us to pray, 
"Thy kingdom come," not "Thy 
democracy come." 

In a democracy, the will of the 
people is paramount. As Christians, 
however, we have here no continu 
ing city. Our citizenship is in heaven , 
where the will of God is paramount , 
not the will of the people. 

As to what the will of God is, that 
is a discernment process (at least 
for Episcopalians and other Angli
cans) that needs to be add ressed by 
the Anglican Communi on as a 
whole, not by some portio n of it 
alone, and it will take time. 

Laura C. Rico 
Los Banos, Calif 

Speaking Clearly 
The Episcopal Church has been in 

real decline for quite some time, as 
Neal Michell states in his articl e, 

(Continued on next page) 

STANLEY 

All events held at: 

DI r'N1C1

A RNATION 
3966 McKinney Aven ue, Dallas, TX 75204 

FREE: SATURDAY, MARCH 6, Main Church 
7:00 - 8:30 p .m . 

Solemn Evensong w/lncarnatio n Chancel Choir, Interview & 

Conversation with Stanley Hauerwas 

TICKETED: SUNDAY, MARCH 7, Memorial Chapel 
3:00 - 4:00 p.m . 

Public Lecture : "America's God" 
Tickets will be sold for this event through the 

Incarnation Bookstore for $10. Call to reserve: 
214-522-2815 or email bookstore@incornotion.org. 

www.i nca rnati on.org 
Co-Sponsored by Church of the Incarnation 

& The Living Church Foundation 
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ANGLI CAN BIBLIOPOLE: theo logica l booksellers. 
Sara toga Springs , NY. (518) 587-7470 . 

AnglicanBk @aol.com/www.An glicanBooks.kJink.net 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

FLAG S AND BANNERS : Custom desig ned Episcopal 
flags and banners by Festiva l Flags in Richmond, VA. 
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at fcstOags@aol.com . 

TRADITIONAL G OTHIC chapel chairs . Offic iant 
chairs for modem churches. Custom crosses, altars , hymn 
board s, furn iture, cabinets. OLDCRAFT WOOD
WORKERS , Scwan cc, T N 37375 Ph: (931) 598-0208. 
E-mail: oldcraft @chartcr .net 

TRAVEUPILGRIMAGES 

PILGRIMAG E: Thin Places in Celtic Wales, a pilgrim
age 10 holy places in N. Wales, Anglesey, and the Llyn 
Peninsula , July 10-24, 2010. 
For more information , con tact dohcr4 @aol.com or visit 
ww\,1.caimcommunity.com . 
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letters to the editor 

(Conti nu ed from pr eviou s p age) 

"Royally in Denial" [TLC, Jan . 24]. I 
am in total agreement with his con
clusion: "We too need a forward 
movement. " 

A few months ago, I asked a priest 
friend of mine, "Why is it that our 
priests never say anything important 
in their sermons ?" He responded , 
"When a priest looks out into the con
gregation, he sees 40 or 50 people and 
concludes that they each have differ
ent views on what he might say and 
he'd better not say anything impor
tant or it might upset a numb er of his 
congregation." I told my friend, "Keep 
that up for two generations and you 
will have no chur ch." He more or less 
agreed with me. 

Isn't it time for our Chur ch leaders 
to decide on wha t is truly importan t 
for a Christian to know and to do, 
and to tell us clearly and in a unified 
manner what those things are? 

Sheridan C. Biggs 
Quaker Street, N. Y. 

Helping Haiti 
Bishop-Elect Ian T. Douglas [TLC, 

Feb. 7] calls for trust in God's victory 
over "the clutches of death" in Haiti. 
We need to go beyond trusting in God 
to commit ours elves to join God's 
work to restor e Haiti. That means see
ing that our nation commits itself to 
long-term involvement with the people 
of Haiti. That means seeking to learn 
how to help Haiti rebuild itself as Haiti 
rather than to build an Americanized, 
corporation-run Haiti. And that calls 
Cluistians to take the lead in securing 
the kind of ongoing support and 
rebuilding the Haitians need. 

(The Rev.) A. Wayne Schwab 
Plattsburgh, N. Y 

Beautiful Issue 
Congra tulations on the Feb. 7 issue 
on church architect ure. It is a beau
tiful edition and I know a sample of 
what is to come. 

(The Rev.) Donald Stivers 
San ta Barbara, Calif 

people & places 

Appointments 

The Rev. John M. Allen is pri est-in
charge of St. John 's, 114 20th Ave., SE, 
Olympia, WA 98501. 

The Rev. David T. Andrews, Jr., is recto r 
of Sts. Andrew and Matthew, 719 N Ship
ley St., Wilmington, DE 19801-1711. 

The Rev. Canon Leigh Hall is canon for 
youth and young adult ministr ies for the 
Diocese of Georgia, 611 E Bay St., Savan
nah, GA 31401-1296. 

The Rev. Dr. Cythia Briggs Kittredge is 
dean of communi ty life at the Semina ry 
of th e Southwest, PO Box 2247, Austin, 
TX 78768. 

Deaths 
The Rev. Canon James R. "Knox" 

Brumby 111, 88, a priest of the Diocese of 
Florida , died Jan . 16 in Tallahassee. 

Born in Marietta , GA, he att ende d the 
University of F1orida p1ior to enlisting in the 
Army Air Corp and serve d with the Air 
Transpo1t Command in Nmth Africa during 
World War II. He flew briefly for Eastern 
Airlines before earn ing bachelor's and mas
te r's of divinity degrees at the University of 
the South. Ordained a deaco n in 1951 and 
priest in 1952, he serv ed youth and 
chur ches in Brooksville, Inverness , West 
Palm Beach, Daytona Beach and Ft. Laud
erdale. He also serve d as canon missioner 
and led many diocesan departments and 
boards. He founded a ret irement home in 
Dayton a Beac h, five missions, and aided in 
the founding of 16 others. In retirement he 
serve d churches in Chattah oochee, Carra
belle, and Crawfordville, FL. He is smvive d 
by his wife, Vesta; a sister, Sabine Korosy of 
Clearwa ter, FL; his children , Lyn Allen of 
Martin , GA, Dana Staa b of Tallahass ee, 
Christine Kelly of Havana, FL, Liana McGill 
of Reno, NV, Erik Staab of New York, NY, 
and Jenny Spark s of Reno, NV; eight gran d
children and 12 great-grandc hildren. 

Other deaths as reported by the Church 
Pension Fun d: 

Manuel Olmo 
Gregorio G. Pangwi 
Walter S.H. Parker 
Lorin Paull, Jr. 
William C. Pinter, Jr. 
Robert H. Pursel 
Joseph W. Reed, Jr. 
Charles F. Sloan, Jr. 
Conrad w. Smith 

71 Bayamon, PR 
95 Benguet, PH 
87 Gold Beach, OR 
82 San Jose, CA 
71 St. Simons lslnd, GA 
67 Bloomsburg, PA 
79 Chicago, IL 
64 Lonaconing, MO 
90 St. Thomas, VI 
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