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1 news 

Bishop Chane Explains Retirement Plans 
The Rt. Rev. John Bryson Chane, 

eighth Bishop of Washington (D.C.), 
announced that he plans to leave his 
position by late 2011. Speaking at 
the diocese's 115th convention at 
Washington National Cathedral on 
Jan. 30, the bishop said that when he 
accepted his post in 2002 he prom­
ised he would serve for eight years. 

"In June 2010 I will have com­
pleted eight years; come May I will 
be 66," he said. 

The bishop, who has been ordained 
for 38 years, said he is not leaving for 
health reasons, because his health 
is excellent, nor because he is tired 
or burned out, but because it is time 
to tum over the reins to someone 
younger. 

"I have never been bored in this 
diocese, and I am not burned out or 
scorched," the bishop said. 

Bishop Chane proposed that the 

diocese's standing committee appoint 
a search committee by March 2010, 
and that the search 
committee produce a 
slate of suitable can­
didates after a full 
year of work 

On another note, 
delegates passed a res­
olution of conscience 
"acknowledging that Bishop Chane 

certain actions taken 
by the 2009 General Convention" -
including the affinnation that non­
celibate gays and lesbians may be 
called to any ministry within the 
Episcopal Church - "have caused 
deep concern an1ong some members 
of the diocese , who believe those 
actions may be contrary to God's will 
and contrary to the positions of the 
Anglican Communion." 

Peggy Eastman 

Archbishop Praises 'Martyrial Ecumenism' 
The Archbishop of Canterbury 

reflected on Pope John Paul H's con­
cept of "martyrial ecumenism" on 
Jan. 25 when he received an award 
named for a Roman Catholic priest 
martyred by English Protestants. 

America, a magazine published by 
North American Jesuits, chose Arch­
bishop Rowan Williams as the 2009 
recipient of its Campion Award, 
which honors Christian achievement 
in literature. The award is named in 
honor of Edmund Campion, s.J., the 
magazine's patron saint. He was mar­
tyred by hanging in 1581 after refus­
ing to renounce his Roman Catholic 
faith. Both the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Church of England 
designate feast days for Fr. Campion. 

Archbishop Williams was unable to 
attend an award ceremony in late 
2009. At his suggestion, America 
rescheduled the ceremony for Jan. 25, 
the feast day of St. Paul's conversion. 

Archbishop Willian1s, implicitly 
acknowledging early Anglicans' role 

in the death of Fr. Campion, added an 
emphasis on seeking forgiveness. 

"You have already heard the words 
martyrial ecumenism, and what 
they express is, to me, something 
utterly essential about the life of the 
Christian Church," he said. "From the 
moment when St. Paul recognized in 
Jesus the face of his victims, it has 
been a deep dimension of Christian 
holiness to be able to go to one's 
broth ers and sisters in repentan ce 
and receive , from those you have 
offended or excluded, the grace of 
God's welcome." 

James Martin, s.J, culture editor of 
America, said the magazine selected 
Archbishop Williams for the honor 
well before the Vatican extended an 
offer of personal ordinariates to 
Anglicans. 

He said the archbishop's response 
to the award felt all the mor e per­
sonal because of the hwnbl e size of 
the audience that gathered at An1er-

(Contin ue d on page 20) 



Bishop Moun eer : 
Ta lk s Pro m pt ed 
Decision to Resign 

The Most Rev. Dr. Mouneer Anis, 
who has resigned hls position on the 
Standing Committee of the Anglican 
Conununion, told THE LIVIN G CHURCH 
that discussions at the committee's 
meeting in December 2009 are what 
prompted his resignation from the 
committee. 

"I had been in communication 
before the meet ing that I neede d to 
discuss the participation of the Epis­
copal Church on the standing com­
mittee. I found some resistance to 
this," said Bishop Mouneer, who is 
Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of 
Egypt with North Africa and th e 
Horn of Africa , and Pres ident 
Bishop of the Province of Jerusalem 
and the Middle East. 

Bishop Mouneer announced his 
resignation in a five-pag e letter 
dated Jan. 30. 

"I didn 't see a way forward to fol­
low through on the recomm enda ­
tions made by the primates and by 
the Windsor Report itse lf," Bishop 
Mouneer said regarding the Episco­
pal Church's continuing representa ­
tion on the standing committee. 

"When it comes to who will sign 
and adopt the Covenant, there is 
exclusiveness," he said. "This double 
standard hurts me." 

The bishop said he sees the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams, as reta ining an important 
role in future discussions of the 
Covenant . 

"The Archbis hop of Canterbury is 
very important - very important ," 
he said. "If he insists on following 
through on the reco mm endations 
[ of the primates and the Windsor 
Report], people will list en to hlm." 

Bishop Mouneer said he hop es 
Archbishop Williams will "stand by 
and follow through on the agree ­
ments made in his presence." 

Douglas LeBlanc 
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books 

A Humble Scholar's Final Great Work 
By Christopher Seitz 

The prolific scholar Brevard 
Springs Childs influenced a genera­
tion of Episcopal students, among 
many others, during his 40 years as 
professor of Old Testament at Yale 
University. The Episcopal Church 
played a role through much of his life, 
beginning with his baptism at Trinity 
Church in Columbia, S.C., where his 
large fanilly was active. 
Though ordained in the 
Presbyterian Church 
after training at Prince­
ton Seminary and the 
University of Basel , he 
was a frequent worshiper 
at the parish next to his 
home , Christ Episcopal 
Church in Bethany, Conn., where the 
funeral service for him was held. He 
and his wife, Ann, split their later 
years between Connecticut and Cam­
bridge, England, where they wor ­
shipped at St. Edward King and Mar­
tyr. 

Shortly before his untimely death 
in 2007 he completed a manus cript 
for The Churchs Guide for Reading 
Paul. The book picks up concerns 
from his previous work on the Old 
Testament , New Testament, biblical 
theology and the history of biblical 
interpretation and is a fitting final trib­
ute to an enormously creative, 
Catholic and confessional mind. 

The concern with "the Church" 
referred to in the title points to 
Childs's previous work on the canon. 
Canon does not refer to lists of books 
or external determinations of the 
scope of the literature, but is intrinsic 
to the Bible's coming-to-be. Childs 
understands the form of the biblical 
witness as critical to its appraisal and 
interpretation, and he broke new 
ground in his long career by conceiv­
ing of authorship and inspiration in 
new ways. 

The Church has an active role in 
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shaping and handing over the apostle 
Paul , through the vehicle of his let­
ters, for those generations post-dating 
his apostolic ministry. The specificity 
of the letters is retained, but the tran­
sition from Paul the Apostle and 
church planter to Paul the steward 
of the mystery of God (including the 
eternal plan for his Church; see Eph. 
3: 1-6; Col. 1:23-27) to Timothy and the 
next generation all constitute "the 

The Church's Guide 
for Reading Paul 
The Canonical Shaping 
of the Pauline Corpus 
By Brevard Childs. Eerdmans. 
Pp. 288 . $28. ISBN 978-0-8028-6278-5. 

Church's guide for reading Paul ," that 
is: the Church's guide for under ­
standing the character of the Gospel's 
outreach from Jesus Christ to the 
present age. 

Childs never lost int e rest in the 
specificity engendered by reading the 
Bible with historical-critical tools , and 
in this work he defends such inquiry 
against reader-response and even 
some forms of literary analysis claim­
ing the title "canonical." Efforts to 
interpret Paul apart from the canoni­
cal form, however, create a develop­
mental model which is captive to 
changing reconstructions, on the one 
hand, and which fails to note the his­
torical character of the shaping enter­
prise itself. Categories such as 
"deutero-Pauline" may properly 
understand certain characteristics of 
Ephesians and Colossians, for exam­
ple, but with no way to associate this 
understanding with the canonical 
form itself. Romans may be a mature 
letter and a "late witness" over against 
Galatians and the Corinthian corre ­
spondence, but in its present location 
its superscription serves to introduce 
the Pauline collection in its entirety, 
and the letter functions as a com-

pendium of all the major Pauline 
themes , through which the subse­
quent witness es gain their perspec­
tive and sharpness. 

Childs had offered an Introduction 
lo the New Testament as Canon in 
1984, but he did not fee l it achi eved 
the critical attention it deserved. 
Observing the decade-long Society of 
Biblical Literatur e's quest to deal with 
the Pauline letters through a histori ­
cal lens, and the problems for con­
sensus this approach betokened , 
encouraged Childs to take up the 
project with a mor e focused look at 
the Paulin e lett ers . Also addressed is 
the role of Acts and Hebrews , as well 
as the General Epistles. Acts serves to 
link the apostoli c testimony of the 
Catholic Epistles with the Pauline 
corpus, while Hebrews and the Epis­
tles acknowledge, witl1 the Pastorals , 
both th e received scriptural witness 
of the old coven ant (2 Timothy and 
the reference to his being raised in the 
faith by these writings ), now heard in 
fresh ways , and the letters of Paul 
themselves - though difficult to 
understand - ranged alongsid e these 
writings as scripture (2 Peter 3:16). 

The Churchs Guide, as with all 
Childs's previous work, presents a 
scholar totally at home in critical 
scholarship of an international scope. 
His interest in canon has b een partic­
ularly well received in German 
Roman Catholic scholarship , and the 
engagement with this literatur e often 
reveals common ground. At a time 
when Protestants in North America 
are turning to the history of interp re­
tation ("the tradition") and the 
canon/Rule of Faith , and Roman 
Catholic scholars are engaged in the 
enthusiasms of historical- critical 
questions and investigations , Childs 
always presents a fresh and creative 
handling of the Bible against which to 
plot these dual movements. 

Aspects of the present work have 
their precursors in Childs's earlier 



undertaking s. We have explicit 
exegetical engagement with specific 
texts, such as in Biblical Theology in 
Crisis (1970), including Paul's refer­
ence to Moses' veil in 2 Corinthians 3; 
Abraham's faith in Romans 4 and 
Galatians 3; Israel and the church in 
Romans 9-11; Paul's apostolate in 2 
Corinthians , Colossians and Eph­
esians, and the Catholic Epistles. 
How one might properly assess the 
normative character of the New Tes­
tament's use of the Old Testam ent 
was a perennial concern for Childs 
(and one hotly contested today). The 
present work provides up-to-date 
engagement with New Testament 
scholar ship (Ulrich Luz, Richard 
Hays, Frances Young, Luke Timothy 
Johnson, Wayne Meeks) in tl1e man­
ner of Childs's earlier introductions. 
And tl1e concern for the life of the 
Church as ingredient in the shaping 
process , with its attendant views of 
inspiration, remind one of his mas­
terful history of interpr etation of the 
Book of Isaiah, which concluded: "I 
believe in One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church." 

It is probably this ability both to 
work with critical theory and never 

lose sight of the theological freight 
the methods were always meant to 
bear that marks off the work of Bre­
vard Childs. The complexity of t11e 
questions he engages is always in 
direct proportion to their significance 
theologically. This means t11at one is 
asked to go on an occasionally ardu­
ous jomney; but the reader is spared 
convolution in expression or pro­
tracted engagement with the disci­
pline of New Testament scholarship 
for its own sake. Childs lets what is 
important remain clearly in view. 

Thos e who were his students at 
Yale will remember his carefully com­
posed prayers before lectures, but 
also his command of the material and 
sense of seriousness about what was 
being discussed and weighed. I was 
present at a tribute to him in Vienna 

(Continu ed on next page) 
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One gets a sense that Childs is one 
of the last people to have a truly 
international grasp of the discipline 
of biblical and theological studies. 

(Continued from prev ious page) 

and was struck at his influence on 
people from so many different cor­
ners of the globe. Childs had learn ed 
rabbini c Hebrew in Israel , alongside 
Ancient Near East ern languages at 
Basel. His Dutch was excellent , and 
he was much respecte d in Germany , 
where his works were translated, and 
in the United Kingdom, where he 
lived and studi ed. 

At his funeral his so n remarked 
that he never knew his father as an 
international scholar, but as a deeply 
prayerful man who always took the 
time to wiite and stay in touch with 
his two children . During his infantry 
service in World War II in Europe, 
with the war only slowly winding 
down, he carefully answ ered the let­
ters written to him by his sister , who 
worried about questions being posed 
in her university Bible courses. He 
encouraged her to listen and think 
carefully and not to dismis s or fear. 

One gets a sense, when reading 
Childs's work, that he is one of the 
last people to have a truly interna­
tional grasp of the discipline of bibli­
cal and theological studies. At Yale 
he taught a two-semester course on 
the history of biblical interpr etatio n. 
He could speak intelligently about the 
shifts in understanding of "the literal 
sense" from the rabbinic period, 
through Antioch and Alexandria, 
Augustine and Aquinas , Nicholas of 
Lyra and Rashi, to Luther , Calvin and 
the early 18th centur y histori cal-crit­
ical methods , but not omitting atten­
tion to an obscure French Roman 
Catho lic from the 19th century. 

This appreciation of the long mar ch 
of Bible, Theology and Church also 
temp ered his understanding of what 
he was up to, and how charity must 
be displayed with colle~crues and stu­
dents. In that sense, though his family 
members remembered one man , and 

his colleagues and sch olarly jousters 
another, they were one and the same 
per son, who worked diligently, 
prayerfully and humbly all his life. A 
genuinely ecumenical thinker, unwill­
ing to divide and conquer , or to mis­
represent for advantage, he is proba ­
bly that rare scholar whose technical 
work was grounded in his Christian 
walk and vocation, above all else . 

He also liked to tell of how he had 
got thin gs wrong - how he and his 
young graduate st udent friends had 
made fun of Karl Barth , only to learn 
the hard way how truly brilliant and 
well prepar ed he was to meet them 
on the ground they claimed was their 
own . Or how he once wrote the great 
Roman Catholic scholar Raymond 
Brown , wondering why he invested 
so much in his to rica l verification 
rather than attending to the canon's 
own (Catholic) voice, only to receive 
a one-line postcard in return: "Bard, 
my enemies are not your enemi es." 
Vatican II and Barth's Basel must 
both be honor ed for the questions 
they bring. 

Only the deep respect tha t keeps 
challengers honest and careful on the 
field of batt le can acco unt for the 
friendships such an energetic and cre­
ative intellect was able to preserve, all 
the while hewing closely to the vision 
he believed the Bible called him to 
describe and comm end for the next 
generations of stud ents. In that sense, 
one can see in The Church's Guide to 
Reading Paul a model for faithful 
teaching and obedience, through suf­
fering and hardship as well as enthu­
siasm and success, that Breva rd 
Childs hims elf modeled. 

The Rev. Canon Dr. Christopher 
Seitz is Research Professor of Bibli­
cal Interpretation at Wycliffe Col­
lege, Toronto, and Incarnation 
School of Theology, Dallas. 
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The Unsettling Jesus 
By Michael Cover 

A Marginal Jew 
Rethinking the Histo rical Jesus 
Volume 4: Law and Love 
By John P. Meier . Yale University Press. 
Pp. xiii + 735. Clot h , $55. ISBN 978-
0300140965 . 

"Who needs the historical Jesus ?" 
a Catholic Christi an might wonder. 
"If the histo rica l Jesus is no t the 
Jesus of the Gospels, then he cannot 
be the Jesus of our faith." Such a 
line of reasoning is, in an import ant 
respect, corr ect. More than once, 
the quest for the histo rical Jesus has 
been undertak en with the purpos e 
of crafting a Jesus who might pro­
vide an alterna tive to the 01thodox 
Christ with the Jesus of scholarly 
speculation. 

Not so with the histori cal Jesus 
of Jolm P. Meier's ser ies A Marginal 
Jew. At the beginning of volum e 
one, Meier sets out, in a rhetorical 
style that would make Karl Ralmer 
smile, a methodological distinction 
which guides his entire project: "The 
historical Jesus is not the real Jesus. 
The real Jesus is not the histori cal 
Jesus" (MJ 1:21). It should be 
stresse d here that neither the real 
nor the histo rical Jesus is the "total 
reality" of Jesus, the Jesus who is 
the object of our faith and worship. 

By the "real Jesus" Meier means 
only a reasonably complete portrait 
of a historic al pers on, su ch as may 
be had of Cicero or Richard Nixon. 
The "histori cal Jesus" stands even 
fmth er recessed in the corridor s of 
time and is by necess ity a "modern 
abstra ction . . . the fragments of a 
mosaic, the faint outline of a faded 
fresco that allows of many interpr e­
tations" (MJ 1:25). In admitting the 
very real limitation s of his quPst, 
Meier delivers a historical Jesus who 
is all the more fascinating and poten­
tially impor tant for those who hold 
with the Creed of Nicaea and Con-

sta ntinopl e that Jes us "was made 
man." 

Volum e Fou1·: La w and L ove is a 
continu ation of Meier 's nearly two­
decades-long quest for the histo rical 

Jesus. The previous three volumes 
of the seties have considered (1) the 
bir th and childhood of Jesu s, his 
family, educat ion, and the Hell-

(Continue d on next page) 
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enized Palestine where he grew up, 
(2) the beginning of Jesus' pub lic 
ministry, with a focus on his rela­
tion to John the Baptist, his procla ­
mation of the Kingdom of God, and 
his reputation for performing mira­
cles, and (3) the various "compan­
ions and competitors" in Jesu s' min­
istry. Now, in Law and L ove, Meier 
tack les his most difficult subject to 
date: the "enigma" of the historical 
Jesus and the Law. 

In approaching this contest ed sub­
ject, Meier stands generally in the 
same scholarly camp as E.P. Sanders 
(Jesus and Judaism) and Geza Ver­
mes (Jesus the Jew), members of 
the so-called "Third Quest" for the 
histo rical Jesus who argue for the 
"Jewishness of Jesus" as the sine 
qua non of his histori cal portrait. 
Far from merely rehashing old argu­
ments , however, Meier notes, with 
his hallmark mixtur e of caution and 
bravado, that "although I may not 
be 1ight in my positions, every other 
book or articl e on the histor ical 
Jesus and the Law has been to a 
great degree wrong" (MJ 4:2). Hav­
ing thus thrown down the gauntlet, 
Meier proceeds to paint a nuanced 
picture of a Jesus who, far from uni­
formly overturning or accepti ng the 
Law, simultaneously does both in an 
unsystemat ic fashion. 

The heart of the book are its five 
central chapters (numbeling is con­
tinuous throughout the se1ies), treat ­
ing the top ics of the historical Jesus 
and divorce (Ch. 32), the prohibition 
of oaths (Ch. 33), the Sabbath (Ch. 
34), purity laws (Ch. 35), and the love 
commandme nts (Ch. 36). Although 
these five subjects are chosen by 
Meier somewhat arbitrar ily on the 
basis of the material which the 
Gospels have preserved, one may per­
haps also discern in the stmcturing of 
this core material an authorial "wink": 
five chapt ers mirrorin g the fivefold 
division of the Torah. 

No summary can substitute for a 
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No summary can 

substitute for a careful 

perus al of Meier 's meticulous 

exegesis and analysis, 

exhaustively researched 

and painstakingly executed. 

careful perusal of Meier 's met icu­
lous exegesis and analys is , exhaus­
tively researc hed and painstaking ly 
exec ut ed. To whet the potentia l 
reade r's appetite, I pr esen t here a 
bri ef summary of some of Meier's 
major conclu sions. In Chapt er 32, 
Meier argu es that "Jesus abso lute ly 
forbade divorc e and branded 
divorce and remarriage as the sin of 
adultery," noting also that this would 
have presented a str iking challenge 
to the average Palest inian Jew who 
attempte d to follow the law se t 
down in Deut 24 (MJ 4: 126) . 

In the subsequ ent chapter, Meier 
likewise concl udes that Jes us 
abso lute ly forbade the swear ing of 
oaths , although "in the Jewish Sc1ip­
tures, as in the ancient Near East in 
genera l, oat hs were taken for 
granted in the forma l contexts of 
law and religion " (MJ 4: 184). Turn­
ing to the subject of Jesus and the 
Sabbat h, Meier finds that wh ile 
Jesus the observant Jew most likely 
kept the Sabbat h, he did engage in 
legal debate with other Jewish sects 
on how one ought to keep the Sab­
bath. The commo n-sense position 
stated in Matt. 12:11 and Luke 14:5, 
that one shou ld pull both cattle and 
humans out of a well on the Sab­
bath , may refl ect the historical 
Jesus' posit ion in a debate with the 
more str ingent Esse nes (MJ 4:295). 

In his ana lys is of the histo rica l 
Jesus and the purity laws, Meier 

traverses the most difficult terrain of 
the volume (see the initial endnote 
on the subject, which spans 11 sin­
gle-space d pages). The bulk of the 
chapt er is devoted to a redact ion­
critica l discuss ion of Mark 7:1-23, 
which contains Jesus' teaching on 
food impuri ty. In the end of his 
detailed invest igatio n, Meier con­
cludes that the historical Jesus did 
not annu l Jew ish purity laws . His 
position was enigmat ically one of 
"studied indifference" (MJ 4:415). 

The fireworks rea lly begin in 
Meier's final major chapte r, "Widen­
ing the Focus: The Love Command­
ments. " In a meticulous argument 
from discontinuity , Meier concludes 
that Jes us' doubl e command to love 
both God and neighb or in Mark 
12:29-31 uses the rabbinic interpre­
tat ive tec hnique known as g z ni 
s wa, ( compar ison of equal com­
mands "thou shalt love") and comes 
from the histo 1ical Jewish genius 
and "'rabbi ' befo re the rabbis ," 
Yeshua' of Nazaret h (MJ 4:527). The 
command to "love your enemies" is 
also judg ed histo rical by Meier, 
whereas the Greco-Roman "Golden 
Rule," enshrined by many moderns 
as the hallmark of Jesus' moral reli­
gion, emerges as uncertai n at best 
and perhaps an early Christian addi­
tion to the trad ition. 

In a book of this magnitude and 
sco pe , one is certain to find points 
of disagreem ent with Meier's pro ce-



dur es or conclusi .ons. From the 
met hodolog ical st andpo int, Meier 
continues to carry out his quest by 
the five criteria of auth entici ty set 
out in the first volume: (1) embar­
rassment , (2) discontinuity, (3) mul­
tiple attestation , ( 4) coherenc e, and 
(5) rej ect ion and exec ution. Some 
critics, however, would undoubtedly 
want to see Meier engage with other 
parad igms, suc h as Gerd Theissen 's 
cr iterion of plausibility (The Quest 
for the Plaus ible Jesu.s) or the the­
ory of ora l performance in the 
Gospe ls champion ed by James 
Dunn (Jesus Remem bered). 

Severa l critiqu es or part icula r 
points were also mad e by pan elists 
during the review of Law and Love 
at the 2009 Society of Biblical Liter­
ature meeting in New Orleans. On 
the subject of the proh ibitio n of 
oaths, the Jew ish scholar Lawrence 
Schiffmann too k issue with Meier's 
argument from discont inuity, saying 
that Jes us' prohibit ion may have 
precedent in OT and intertesta men­
ta l literatu re if one distinguish es 
betw een juridi cal and non-juridical 
oaths . Lutz Doering co ntest ed 
Meier 's conclusion that hea ling 
would not have constitut ed a breach 
of Sabbath rest in pr e-70 Palestine , 
critiq uing Meier's arg ument at ion 
from the silence of earlier Jewish 
so urces. In my own estimation , 
Meier's verdict of "inauth entic" to 
the purit y saying of Je sus in Mark 
7: 19-20, while convincing on many 
sco res, rests in large part on an 
unconvin cing analysis of Jesus' quo­
tation of Isaiah 29: 13 in Mark 7: 13-
14. These and other criticisms arise 
not from the acc ura cy of the evi­
dence so master fully presented by 
Meier, but from Meier's evaluation of 
it. How on e weighs certain argu­
ments from probability and silence , 
and how one app lies the criteria of 
authenticity to the evidence, remain 
tas ks for eac h reader. 

Criticisms aside, Meier's Law and 
(Continue d on next pag e) 
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Love rep resents a major cont1ibu­
tion and a stunning achievement. In 
addit ion to sett ing the stan dard for 
future st udies of the historical Jesus 
and the Law, Law and Love is a 
milestone in Jewish/Chri stian dia­
logue, by showing the incalculable 
theologica l debt that Christ ianity 
owes to Judai sm. Moreover, the his­
tor ical Jes us who emerges from 
thes e pages is scarce ly a Jesus with 
whom any mod ern Christ ian, 
Catho lic or Prot estant , would fee l 
ent irely comfortabl e. As Meier 
writes: "In offending most moral peo­
ple now as then, Jesus (whether one 
believes in him or not) remains rele­
vant sin1ply by saying no - no to val­
ues and actions that most modems 
take for granted and would defend as 
moral and necessa ry" (MJ 4:650). 

Law and Love also has relevance 
for the ongoing Protestant/Roman 
dialogue on the relationship between 
Christian law and gospel. However , 
Meier only hints at this , leaving it to 
his reade rs to draw their own con­
clusions: "Far from a Paul-disguised­
as Jesus who preac hes gospe l ver­
sus law (which is a ca ricature of 
Paul to begin with), the historica l 
Jes us turns out to be the halaki c 
Jesus ." For the histo rical Jesus , Law 
and love are not in themselves oppo­
sites , nor is Law subjecte d to a gen­
eral prin ciple of love. Rather, as 
Meier notes, Law and love are a 
melism, represe nting the totality of a 
disciple's respons ibility. "All you need 
is love? Hardly. For Jesus , you need 
the Toral1 as a whole. Nothing could 
be more foreign to this Palestinian 
Jew than a facile antithesis between 
Law and love. But love, as com­
manded by the Law, comes first -
and second" (MJ 4:575). 

Michael Cover is a deacon in the 
Episcopal Diocese qf Dallas and a 
doctoral student in theology at the 
University of Notre Dame. 

12 T Iil LiViNG CII UI\CI I · IFBRUARY 2I. 2010 

A Tissue of 'Maybe' 
By Ephraim Radn er 

Reasonable and Holy 
Engaging Same -Sexuality 
By Tobias Stanislas Haller . Chur ch Pub ­
lishing . Pp . 192. $18 . ISBN 978-1 -59627 -
110-4 . 

Tobias Haller has gained a reputa­
tion over the past few years of a tem­
perate and thoughtful apologist for 
progressive Episcopalians, especially 
on matters relating to sexua lity. 
Tlu·ough his blogging and engage­
ment in vruious church discussions, 
Haller has provided a consistent wit­
ness of gentle but pers istent argu­
ment in usually winning prose. Rea­
sonable and Holy: Engaging 
Same-Se :x;uality is, in fact, drawn 
from several art icles he originally 
posted on his blog. It is now laid out 
in expanded form in 12 brief chap­
ters , dott ed with sidebars and "call­
out" paragraphs , often with a sum­
mary, and followed by disc uss ion 
questions ( of only vague relevance to 
the actual topic). 

Taken on its own terms, the book is 
useful for und erstanding the argu­
ments some gay-inclusion advocates 
deploy to address traditional prohibi­
tions of same-sex relations within the 
Church . Haller wiit es in his generally 
lucid way, spices his discussions with 
some wit (and just a bit too much sar­
casm at times), and covers a good bit 
of ground, from biblical hermeneu­
tics, key scriptural texts , the charac­
ter of the Law, Hooker on the use of 
"reason," "natural " vs. "unnatural ," 
common claims regarding the place 
of pro creation and sex ual difference 
in marriage, and so on. 

It's a bit of a mishmash in terms of 
sequence, but the ru·guments them­
selves are clear enough (if sometimes 
over-intti cate on linguistic matters). 
They are not pa rticularly novel to 
those familiar with the debate: Haller 
points out inconsiste ncies of practice 
in the traditio n, fastens on the logical 

conundr a over the use of categories 
like "natm e," limits the meaning of 
biblical texts to realities that pur­
portedly have nothing to do with 
modern homosexual pa rtnerships 
and und erstandings ( e.g. to cul t ic 
prostitution and idolatry) , points out 
how Christ ian und erstandings and 
practi ce with respect to the law have 
change d in various ways ( eat ing 
blood, slavery, etc.), and argues for a 
central gospe l message that should 
control all Christian scliptural inter­
pretat ion (the Golden Rule). 

The book is a disappoi ntment, 
however, on the level of a studied 
consideration of the topic in tenn s of 
Sc1ipture and tradition. There are a 
nw11ber of reasons for this , some sim­
ply related to the genre of blogging 
from which these essays derive, oth­
ers related to the form of ru·gument 
Haller uses , and others related to the 
presuppositions applied to the argu­
ments themselves. I will address each 
of these in turn. 

In the first place, the book is thin 
on the logical side of things (it is thin 
in tem1S of size too). Haller has no 
interest in pres enting a scholarly 
grapp ling with the iss ues he dis­
cusses: the bibliography is limited and 
spotty, there are no footnotes , and 
hence no means to track whose argu­
ments are actually being address ed 
and where to find them (this is not 
uniform, to be sure; but just why one 
argument is located with a specific 
scho lar and most are not is tmclear), 
and there is no attempt to engage 
alternate and conflicting viewpoints 
in any thorough way. 

This is standard blog essay writing, 
and in itself is not objectionable. And 
Haller makes his intentions clear in 
his introdu ction. But adm itt ing to 
something in advance doesn't neces­
sarily resolve the problem in play. For 
the sta kes are high in this discussion, 
as we all know, and the claims that 
Haller pursues are ones that are often 



quite intricate and 
detailed ( often numb ­
ingly so), involving lin­
guistic arguments in the 
Greek and Hebr ew, Tal­
mudic commentary, 
classical philosophy , 
and more. 

Most readers who 
are not specialists will skim these 
long passages, perhaps assuming 
that the arguments must make sense 
because they are detailed and intri­
cate. But they are not actually 
resp onsible arguments on these 
terms. And , unfortunately, the care­
ful reader will have little help in plac ­
ing Hailer's claims within any sort of 
scholarly context, will be offered no 
aid in pursuing alternative view­
points or in making use of provided 
tools to evaluate his claims, and will 
simply read a series of assertions 
about technical matt ers without his­
torical or literary touchstones. The 
less careful reader, furthermore , 
may believe that the argument has 
scholarly foundation, when in fact it 
does not. 

Ther e are many examples one 
might point to, from the loose citation 
of Rabbinic writings whose useful 
application to biblical texts and their 
meaning demands sophisticated (and 
highly contested) hermeneutical and 
histmical methods , to discussions of 
Hellenistic texts in a scholarly vac­
mun. Let me take a couple of simple 
instances. Haller refers to Robert 
Gagnon's relatively exhaustive The 
Bible and Homosexual Practice only 
now and again. In one place, on the 
issue of whether Jesus actually says 
anything about homosexuality, he 
attacks Gagnon on his reading of 
porneia in Mark 7:2lff. as possibly 
implying homosexual practice. 

Haller provides some straightfor­
ward initial questions, ones that are 
worth noting, and th en pursues his 
general theme of same-sex references 
in the Bible as being primarily aimed 

at cultic prostitution. One 
might think that Gagnon 
is a rather silly man on 
this basis. But the reader 
is never told that Gagnon 
hin1Self doesn't put much 
weight on the very argu ­
ment Haller attacks (half 
a paragraph, on a verse 

he questions as "authentically" Jesus' 
in any case), while Haller, on the 
other hand, deals with the question at 
length (four pages). 

More relevantly, Haller references 
no other detailed discussions of the 
meaning of porneia, like Bruce 
Malina's 1972 article, that would actu­
ally provide significant counter-evi­
dence to Haller's thesis. And such 
counter-evidence in fact exists in 
spades, and not only on this topic, 
though one would not know it from 
Haller's curt dismissals . In contrast, 
when Haller treats th e story of David 
and Jonathan as aprimafa cie depi c­
tion of a homosexual relationship , he 
does not mention Gagnon's own 
lengthy treatment of the text, which 
provides significant arguments that 
might directly refute Haller's position. 

I mention Gagnon here because he 
is among the more prominent objects 
of negative reflection by Haller, even 
though he makes only a few appear­
ances; many scholars of note on the 
topic, from Richard Hays on, are 
absent altogeth er. In short, this is not 
a book designed to argue, let alone be 
capable of arguing, a position seri­
ously; it is instead a series of scatter­
shot opinions, some of them sophis­
ticated and often int e rest ingly 
presented, but in generally quite 
tU1Substantiated ways . Caveat lector. 

But one must not criticize an 
author for not fulfilling a scheme he 
never set out to pursue in the first 
place . So it is important to grasp 
what Hailer 's purpose is, and to eval­
uate the work on these terms at least. 
On this score, I think it fair to say 
that the book is generally aimed at 

providing apologeti c responses to 
common traditional Christian objec ­
tions to homosexual behavior and 
partnerships (including "marriage"). 
The final chapter is in fact a sum­
mary review of the book injust these 
terms, laid out as a list of "objections" 
and "responses." 

In this sense, the volume acts as a 
kind of handbook for pro -gay advo­
cates in the church, ready to have an 
answer for every discrete argument 
traditionalists might mak e in th e 
course of a conversation or debate , 
as , say, on your typical blog or parish 
forum. Sex ( and marriage) is "for " 
pro creation? Haller provides argu­
ments why this is not so. Isn't sexual­
ity founded on male-female differ­
ence? Here's something you can 
respond with. \¥hat about Sodom? 
What about Leviticus ? etc. 

In light of such a purpose , the book 
does its job well. Haller , as I said , 
wiites engagingly and fluidly. He pro­
vides smatterings of facts and refer­
ences - a Patristic writer here , a 
rabbi there , an anthropological obser­
vation somewhere else - that give 
some vital profile to a point , and then 
moves on. Becaus e tl1e arguments are 
not actually founded on comparative 
resear ch, however, they will never 
convince those who are not already 
persuaded. 

Based mainly on a string of vague 
possibiliti es (tl1e Bible doesn't say 
that David and Jonathan were not 
homosexual lovers, does it?), the final 
argument taken as a whole is a tissue 
of "maybe" rath er than carefully con­
structed logic. The value of Hailer's 
individual points, howev er individu­
ally unc ertain , lies in their status as 
ammunition in the ongoing sex 
debates of the church. Let me be 
clear: I believ e most of Haller's argu­
ments can in fact be refut ed (and 
have been) ; but that would require 
the kind of point-by -point scholarly 
tenacity , like a dog with a bone , that 

(Cont inu ed on next pa ge) 
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only someone like Gagnon has thus 
far exhibited (much to people 's dis­
comfort). This approach to the topic, 
as we all know, is exhausting. 

But that is, in part , due to the genre 
of this kind of apologetic. For what 
the book does not provide, precisely 
because of its debate -manual format, 

is an overarching vision of Christian 
marriage and sexuality itself. The 
book is premised on undercutting 
objections, not constructing a syn­
thetic perspective. Having excluded 
procreation as an end, or the engage­
ments of physical difference, Haller 
sees marriage as a matter of "love and 
fidelity" between two persons, pe1iod 
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(pp. 55-56). This is not, in itself , a 
problematic claim as far as it goes 
(though it does not , in fact, go very 
far). But Haller reaches this point 
mainly through subtraction - sub­
tracting this and that text from the 
Bible as historically or linguistically 
or morally irrelevant , this and that 
thematic inter-textual network as 
confused , this and that interwov en 
set of strands in the tradition as mis­
led, figurally and practically - all to 
the end of dismissing the list of tradi­
tional "objections." 

The result is a "remainder theol­
ogy" where the Scriptw-es have little 
to say comprehensively , and where 
the traditions of the Church exist as 
interesting but generally supeli1uous 
distractions from the main point of 
love and fidelity. No doubt, if Haller 
were to set about writing a more pos­
itive sexual theology, he would have 
something positive to say about hus­
bands and wives , about children , 
about the agony of barrenness , about 
the character of suffering difference 
- even though he believes that none 
of this is essential to marriage itself 
( and the book , as a whole, is about 
"san1e-sexuality," not about "mixed­
sex" marriage). But there is nothing in 
this volume to point to such positive 
interests or even theological trajec­
tories. Marriage ends up as a rather 
vague container, not terribly interest­
ing frankly, for homosexuals or het­
erosexuals. 

Even though the purpose of 
1-Ialler's volume , then, is limited , it 
nonetheless makes use of more fun ­
damental theological presuppositions 
that a.re worth noting. Most centrally 
is his understanding of Scripture. By 
and large, and despite the scattered 
nature of his treatments on the nature 
of sc1iptural interpretation through­
out the book , Haller's approach is 
squarely in line with the paradigm of 
liberal Protestantism: the Bible 
records the historically evolving inter­
play of God and human response , and 
this record has auth01ity for the pres ­
ent only to the degree that a consis-



tent moral "principle" ( discerned 
somehow as divine) can be extracted 
from it. 

F'or Haller, this principle is Jesus' 
Summary of the Law, whi ch subsists 
as authoritative through varying cul­
tural changes embodied in the scrip­
tural text. Thus, in his penultimate 
chapt er, he explicitly argues that 
Paul's words in the New Testament 
do not have the same authority as 
J esus' , and indeed, have no authority 
unless shown to be "congruent" with 
explicit words of Jesus (p. 125), inter­
preted according to the Golden Rule 
(p. 138; cf. p. 94). And given the ideal 
Gospel of love that transcends the 
histori cal contingencies of the biblical 
record, Haller can ther efore approach 
that record selectively according to 
the kinds of historicist arguments he 
marshals in his apologeti c handbook: 
this and that text is "really" about cult 
prostitution and idolatry , not homo ­
sexual sex; this or that text is "really" 
about male-female anal intercourse , 

Make 

not lesbianism; this or that text is 
"really" about the primitive biologi­
cal views of an ignorant ancient soci­
ety, not about a divinely wrought 
anthropology. 

Although he claims that he wants 
to take the text "as th e Church has 
received it," he does not mean this in 
tem1S of the coherent meaning and 
autho1ity of the text; only that he is 
not inte reste d in "sour ce" criticism. 
Haller is se11Sitive to "contradictio11S" 
in the Sc1ipture and uses this fact as 
a fundam ental justifi cat ion for seek­
ing a central int erpr etive cue that can 
relativiz e texts according to its appli ­
cat ion, through the analytical use of 
"reason" that can ther eby cull and 
trim , determine cultural "desu etude," 
judg e relevance to the moment and 
need. The Laws of Scripture are use­
ful insofar as they "save"; once they 
cease saving, acc ording to so me cul­
tural calculus reason performs , they 
lose their usefuln ess , and hav e only a 
historical value. 

I admit to finding the liberal Prot es ­
tant paradigm of biblical interpr eta­
tion inadequate, for many reaso11S but 
especially for its ultima te loss of 
Scriptural joy and life: what his torical 
reason has left behind mus t inevitably 
wither. Reading Haller on Leviticus, 
for i11Stance, a book for which I have 
had a special con cern , is like reading 
a chemistry probl em. Ironically, given 
his frequ ent (if anachronistic and 
decont extu alized) citation of rabbini c 
material , Jewish tradition has always 
seen Leviticu s as a cohesive and liv­
ing word, bound to the fulln ess of 
both Torah and the proph ets and writ­
ings. 

It is just here that , to my mind, 
Haller miss es so much in trying to 
minimiz e the book 's broad theo logi­
cal reach that itself acts as an author­
itative interpreter of Genesis 1-3, and 
not merely as an outlying probl em­
atic. And it is just this cohes ion of 
scriptural word that goes utterl y miss-

(Continued on next page) 
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books 

(Continued from previous page} 

ing in Hailer's approach. In Berkeley's 
phrase, Haller reads Scripture like a 
"minute philosopher ," picking it apart 
to throw away the useless bits and to 
get at its "essence," but in the process 
losing the form and the shape that 
has in fact ordered the Cluistian tra­
dition most especially in its develop­
ment of a relatively stab le under­
standing of marriage. 

Ultimately , the kinds of "objec­
tions" to same-sex marriage that 
Haller is trying to refute emerge from 
such a larger scr iptural vision, and 
not from their status as discrete argu­
ments. The central element of pro­
creation in marriage, for instance, is 
bound up with the character of 
Israel's calling in fallen ( and the Fall 
has no place in Haller's scheme) 
human history - genealogy - and 
ought not simply to be examined in 
tenns of this or that individual person 
or couple (a rather modern obses­
sion). But this cannot be grasped out­
side of a coherent ly engaged Scrip­
tural text. It certainly makes no sense 
through the lenses of a truncat ed and 
dissected Scriptural witness, trans­
lated into abstracted principles of 
individual relations. The san1e is trne 
of the traditional understanding of 
sexual differentiation and so on. 

One sorry side effect that has come 
from the migration of theological 
argument to the debates of the blo­
gosphere - swift and rhetoricall y 
pointed, but also inevitably con­
stricted in time and length - is just 
the loss of context for the extended 
kinds of scriptural reflection that 
Pope John Pattl. II in fact offered in 
the addresses collected in his Theol­
ogy of the Body. The arguments over 
same-sexuality and marriage deserve 
such contin ued reflection. Ha.lier's 
book will have its uses, but not in that 
context . 

The Rev. Dr. Ephra im, Radn er is pro­
fessor of historical theology at 
Wycliffe College, Toronto. 



short & sharp 

OPEN OUR HEARTS: A Small-Group Guide 
for an Active Lent. By Donna L. Ciangio , o.P., 
and Thomas B. Iwanowski. Ave Ma ria. 
Pp. 81. $5.95. ISBN 978-1 -59 4 71 -242 -5. 

A Dominican nun and 
clergy leader in the Arch­
iliocese of Newark collab­
orate on a "lectionary­

·~7:;;,- based, action -oriented" 
six-week Lenten program 
for small group use. Also 
includes weekday reflec-

tions and a fom1 for facilitators to 
evaluate each week's discussion. 
Many helpful suggestions on applying 
the lessons at home, work, and in the 
larger community. 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF FASTING: Redis­
covering a Christian Practice . By Charles 
M. Murphy . Ave Maria. Pp. 128. $12.95 . 
ISBN 978 - 1-59471-243-2. 

Drawing upon ancient and mod-
em sources as well as his own dis­

cussions on fasting with 
Pope John Paul II, Msgr. 
Murphy consid ers how 
this ancient practice can 
help heal disconn ect ions 
betwee n body and soul, 
and str engthen the way 
our religious beliefs are 

lived out in everyday life. The author 
also explores the environmental and 
socia l justi ce benefits of fasting. 
Includes thoughtful questions for 
personal reflection or discussion in 
small groups, adult forums, or on a 
retr eat . 

FOR GOD ALONE: A Primer on Prayer. By 
Bonnie Thurston . University of Notre Dame 
Press. Pp. 240 . $18. ISBN 978 -0-268 -04233-2. 

"We are all beginners in the life of 
prayer," observes author and scholar 

nONNlt TU UICST OI', 

Bonnie Thurston, "and 
will always be so. The 
more prayer territory we 
explore, the more we find 
there is to explore." Using 
the traditional categories 
of oratio, meditatio, and 
contem platio, Thur sto n 

offers definitions and explanations , 
examples and exercises, historical 
context and suggestio ns for furth er 

reading and study. Many benefits are 
her e for thos e seeking refreshment , 
enco uragement, or a new spark. 

THE RECOLLECTED HEART: A Guide to 
Making a Contemplative Weekend Retreat, 
Revised Edition . By Philip ,.. 
Zaleski. Ave Maria. $15.95. lf,:.~·•,,..· ..uJI.U 

ISBN 978-1 -59471-199 -2. I , ". 
Revisiting his clas- ·111 E~ R T · 

sic book of nearly two 1 ~ 
deca des ago, Zaleski ' 
offers readers a com- · . '" ·" '··· 
prehensive but acces - ffi \.,, 
sible guide to making a retrea t. He 
outlines a history of the pract ice, 
discusses its natur e and benefits , 
explains nec ess ary preparations , 
and then suggests a framework for 
three days of disciplined prayer and 
contemplation. 

GET OVER YOURSELF; 
GOD'S HERE! A 40-Day 
Journey of Repentance . 
By Kate Moorehead . St. 
Mark 's Press. Pp . 177. 
$ 14. ISBN 978-0 -9618 -
1128-0. 

The dean of St. John's Cathedral, 
Jacksonville, Fla., delivers a tool for 
making Lent a tim e to shift atten ­
tion away from ourselves and on to 
God. She focuses on "facing the bad 
stuff first," listening for God's voice, 
building healthy relationships , com­
muni cati ng with others, forming 
Godly habits, living in communit y, 
"holding on" in Holy Wee k and 
preparing for eternal life at Easter. 

MYSTICALLY WIRED: Exploring New 
Realms in Prayer . By Ken Wilson . 
Th oma s Nelson. Pp. 22 4. $17 .99. ISBN 
978-0 -8499 -200 1-1 . 

The author, a senio r 
evangelical pastor, sug­
gests that "we pray 
because we need to, as 
though our brains are 
itching to pray." He 
explor es why prayer 
feels good, calming, satisfying, and 
more, and why scientists are finding 
that "ancient wisdom is neurologically 
savvy." Stop worrying, he concludes. 
There's no "wrong way" to pray. 

80-tzd O~l 
CHOIR 

CHAIR 

with FIBRE RUSH SEAT 

Since 1877 

R.GeissLer.2 Inc. 
2641 E . Greystone Ct. 

Eagle, ID 83616 
Phone: (800) 862-3159 

www.rgeissler.com 

fE IIRUARY 21. 20 10 · THE LIV ING CI IURCH 17 



Cceli enarrant , -

For everything else that must be 
said about Catholicism - to do with 
its necessary and proper multiplicity 
and even diversity in expression, as 
well as its contested character - it is 
vitally important not to lose sight of 
the fact that there are some basic, 
longstanding, largely non-controver­
sial facts about the faith. And these 
are Catholic facts, since they pertain 
to the Church's universality - her 
continuity, consistency, and compre­
hensiveness. Recall here the so-called 
Vincentian canon, associated with St. 
Vincent of Lerins (though the same 
idea may be found in other ancient 
writers): that the Catholic faith is that 
which has been held "everywhere, 
always, by all" (ubique semper ab 
omnibus). In this vein, it has been tra­
ditional to speak interchangeably of 
Christianity and Catholicism; this is 
typical, certainly, in both patristic and 
medieval writings, and perhaps only 
became less common in the West fol­
lowing the 16th-century Reformation 
divisions (though even then, and 
thereafter, the identity was not wholly 
forgotten, so much as complicated 
and obscured). So, to take an exam­
ple, Hooker could still speak in the 
Laws of "the Catholic Fathers" and 
"the Catholic Church" as his own (see, 
for instance, II.23 and III.24). 

What, then, is the Catholic faith of 
the Catholic Church? Classically, and 
still, it is most basically the "Rule of 
Faith" which is the Church's creed: her 
trinitarian confession which explains 
all that there is in creation, and how 
that same creation is redeemed 
through the Incarnation of God's Son 
and the giving of their Spirit, in whom 
is formed the community of Christ's 
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Catholicism, Part 2: 

FACTS 

Body. The most basic of dogmatic and 
catechetical exercises in every age is 
accordingly expos ition of the creed; 
and it's significant that the Apostles' 
Creed is also the baptismal symbo l: 
because one is made a Christian if and 
only if one confesses this faith before 
the assembled body of believ ers. 

Despite the vicissitudes of time, and 
the perennial appearance of philoso­
phies that would seek to displace -
or otherwise relativize, mythologize 
(say as "mode ls"), and so forth- the 
facts of the faith, it is necess ary for 
Catholic Christians to confess them 
together, over and over, and in this 
way be formed in Christ; not least as 
a testament to another fact: that the 
gates of hell will never prevail against 
the Church, according to Jesus' prom­
ise to Peter (Matt. 16:18). 

Perhaps no better Anglican instance 
of such a confession in the 20th cen­
tury may be found in the lucid and ele­
gant 1947 report presented to the Arch­
bishop of Canterbrn-y, at his request , by 
"a group of Anglicans of the 'Catholic' 

schoo l of thought" (among whom 
were Dom Gregory Dix, T.S. Eliot, 
Austin Farrer, future archbishop 
Michael Ramsey, and L.S. Thornton , 
CR) entitled Catholicity: A Study in 
the Conflict of Christian Traditions 
in the West. The authors began by 
noting that the word Catholic may be 
used "to describe the opinion s and 
the religious attitude of those who 
adhere to ce1tain positions within a 
divided Christendom." It also, how­
ever, may be used "to descr ibe , not a 
type of thought or outlook, but cer­
tain facts whose existence and 
authority Christians acknowledge: 
the Catholic Church, the Catholi c 
creeds, the Catholic faith, the 
Catholic sacran1ents." And this latter, 
more "classical" usage was, they said, 
the one with which they were princi­
pally concerned. 

Accordingly , remini sce nt of the 
Chicago-Lamb eth Quadrilateral' s 
"principles of unity exemplified by the 
undivid ed Catholic Church during the 
first ages of its existence," the authors 



of Catholicity began with a discus­
sion of "the primitive unity " of the 
apostolic Tradition - that is, the fact 
that our faith is built upon a "whole­
ness" (the word at the root of 
cathol ic) that compr ehend s (i) an 
already whole Old Testament, incor ­
porating "creation and redemption, 
learned by Israe l und er the old 
Covenant ;" (ii) a visible Church, in 
the Gospel and (iii) an outward order 
that is importantly, though not exclu­
sively, episcopa l; (iv) the sacra ­
ment(s) of initiation, baptism and con­
finnation, and (v) "the central act of 
primitive Christian worship, the 
Eucharist;" and finally, (vi) "out of this 
complex of Christian life, lived and 
embodi ed in dogma, worship, and 
institutions, . . . the scriptur es of the 
New Testa ment, which presuppose 
and inte rpret the faith and 'the way' 
from within which they are writt en." 

Only after identifying these facts, 
the authors go on to summarize, in a 
ser ies of short chapters, some histor­
ical development s of the Catholi c 
Chur ch in the West - through 
"schisms"; the appearance of "ortho­
dox Prot estant ism," Renaissance Lib­
era lism, and "the post-Tridentine 
Papa l Communion "; to finally "the 
Anglican Communion ," in the context 
of a perce ived, incipient "synthesis," 
in the 20th century, of the fragmenta­
tion of Christian truth . 

In the third installment of this seiies 
I will do something similar: because it 
rema ins, in 2010 as in 1947, "the 
immediat e duty of Christians . . . to 
become aware of the loss of 'who le­
ness' which chara cte rizes the present 
state of Christendom ." 

Christopher Wells 
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news 

Clark Patterson photo 

The Rev. Drew Christiansen, S.J. , editor of 
America, with Archbishop Williams. 

(Archbishop, from page 4) 

ica House, the magazine's headquar­
ters in Manhattan. 

"The intimacy added to people 's 
action to his very moving address ," 
Fr. Martin told THE LIVING CHURCH. "It 
was as if we were hearing a private 
reflection from a deep and holy man, 
rather than a public address. He 
seems to be everything church lead­
ers should be: Prayerful, well edu­
cated, faithful, empathetic and rooted 
in the gospel." 

Douglas L eBla nc 

Warm Reception 
at Orthodox Seminary 

The Archbishop of Canterbury con­
cluded a week of meetings in greater 
New York City by offering theological 
reflections to an overflow audience at 
St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological 
Seminary in Yonkers. 

In delivering the seminary's annual 
Alexander Schmemann Memorial 
Lecture on Jan. 30, Archbishop 
Rowan Williams spoke on the topic 
of "Theology and the Contemplative 
Calling: The Image of Humanity in 
the Philokalia." The Philokalia is a 
collection of monastic writings by 
great saints of the Eastern Chur ch, 
dating from the 4th to the 14th cen­
tury, and generally centered on the 
topics of asceticism, prayer and 

renewing oneself in God. 
Archbishop Williams focused his 

remarks on the "natural state," that 
is, the wholly good state in and for 
which God created human beings. 
The Ph'ilokalia teaches that our nat­
ural state is of living in full commun­
ion and mutual love with God the 
Creator , Archbishop Williams said , 
but our fallen or "unnatural" state 
can interfere. He said the watchful­
ness that the Philokal ia requires is to 
"be aware of the moment this basic 
human consciousness can become 
diabolical. " 

Quoting from the Philokalia, the 
archbishop repeated a vivid metaphor 
by the fifth-century ascetic Diadochos 
of Photiki: "We are like a man facing 
east at dawn, in winter. The sun rises, 
and warms him at his front, while he 
is still aware of the chill at his back. 
But the sun is rising." 

"I was tempted to call this lecture 
'Looking East in Winter,' " the arch­
bishop quipped. 

Archbishop Williams spent most of 
the day on the St. Vladimir's campus, 
attending a Hierar chical Divine 
Liturgy in the chapel and enjoying a 
private brunch with the faculty. He 
was welcomed to the seminary by the 
Rev. John Behr, dean ; the Rev. Chad 
Hatfield, chancellor; and His Beati­
tude, Metropolitan Jonah , Primate of 
the Orthodox Church in Ame1ica 

Metropolitan Jonah expressed his 
gratitude that the archbishop "deeply 
understands what is at the very core 
of Orthodox Christianity." 

Metropolitan Jonah emphasized 
the longstanding relationship of 
mutual respe ct and support that the 
Church of England and the Orthodox 
Church have enjoyed. The Metropol­
itan expressed his desire for this rela­
tionship to continue, and spoke hope­
fully of unity in Communion between 
the two churches. 

"May God multiply your efforts," 
Metropolitan Jonah told Archbishop 
Williams, "and strengthen you in all 
that you do." 

Stephen Mathewes 
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Heart Language 
"If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised hin1 from the dead, you will be saved" (Rom. 10:9) 

BCP: Deu t . 26:(1 -4) 5-l l ; Psalm 91 or 91:9-15 ; Rom. 10:(5-8a) 8b-13 ; Luke 4: 1-1 3 
RCL: D eut . 26:1 -1 1; Psalm 91:1 -2 , 9-16 ; Rom . 10:8b - 13; Luke 4:1- 13 

Our Sunday readings in Lent recall story. "A wandering Aramean was my Creeds are not bare statements of 
the season's ancient focus as a time father," he begins, tracing the story of abstract religious truths. As Diana 
for preparing candidates for baptism. his people back to Jacob. The growth Eck has pointed out, the language of 
Many of the readings illuminate dif- of the nation is recalled, the slavery in faith is "heart language." Credo liter­
ferent aspects of the paschal mys- Egypt, God's great miracle of deliver- ally means , "I give my heart" and 
tery that we celebrate in Holy Week ance and the gift of the land. Every believe comes from the Old English, 
and that stands at the center of the worshiper, at every harvest points belove. The confessions in today's Jes­
baptismal liturgy. back to the great story of salvation sons (like the Catholic Creeds) are 

Today's texts focus on the confes- that is continuing in the grace shown stories - stories of God who has 
sion of faith, the statement of belief by God in this new gift of fruitfulness given his heart to us, who has reached 
in God and his purposes that the in the promised land. out in love to save and deliver us. 
grace of baptism seals and brings to In the same way, Paul points back They are the stoiies that give meaning 
life. Both our Old Testament and to the core of the Christian gospel: to our own stories , the convictions 
epistle texts contain creeds, perhaps Christ as the Lord of all, risen from that give us joy and purpose. We con­
the earliest and most fundamental the dead. Perhaps it was the first bap- fess the creeds because we love the 
statements of faith in the tvm parts of tismal creed , a simple statement of God they describe , and we want to 
the Bible. loyalty by a new believer. "Jesus will be loyal to him. We need our creeds . 

Moses' directions in Deuteronomy be my Lord as well," the new convert We need to confess our faith every 
are part of a liturgy for the harvest was saying, "I place my trnst in that Sunday, every day, even, to tum our 
thanksgiving. As the worshiper pres- love of the Father that brought him focus back to the trnth, to discover 
ents the first fruits, he tells an ancient back from the dead." again that God loves us and saves us. 

Look It Up: Can Jesus' responses to Satan in om gospel lesson be understood as a kind of creed? 
Think Abou t It: Is the phrase "non-credal Christian" an oxymoron? 

Next Sunday Second Sunday in Lent (Year C), February 28, 2010 
BCP: Gen. 15: 1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27 or 27:10 - 18 ; Philip. 3:17-4 :1; Luke 13:(22 -3 0) 31 -35 

RCL: Gen. 15 :1- 12, 17- 18; Psalm 27; Philip. 3:17-4 :1; Lu k e 13:3 1-35 
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BOOKS 

ANGLICAN BIBLIOPOL E: theological booksellers. 
Saratoga Springs. NY. (518) 587-7470. 

AnglicanBk@aol.com/www.AnglicanBooks.klink.net 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal 
flags and banners by r-cstival r-lags in Richmtmd,VA. 
Please contact us by phone ai 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at fcstnags@aol.com. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 
FULL-TIME ASSOCIATE: Galilee £pi scn11al C/11,rd1, 
Virgi11ia Beach , VA: We seek a full-time associate priest 
10 oversee and further develop our small group, pastoral 
care and outreach ministries. Situated two blocks from 
the ocean in Virginia Beach, Galilee is a parish of 400 on 
a Sunday morning. With a su1>erb physical plant and ded­
icated laity. Galilee is commitlcd to making the invisible 
Christ visible through witness. mission. worship and oul­
rcach. 
Please include resume (and CDO profile if available) 
along with your inquiry to 1he Rev. Andr ew Buchanan at 
andrcwbuc hanan@ay:i.yalc.edu . for more infom1ation, 
we invite you 10 visit ww·w.galilccchurch .ncl. 

FULL-T IME REC l'OR : Cl111rcl1 t,f the Good S11111ari­
ta11, Paoli, PA. USA. seeks a full-time rector to help us 
grow in our faith and service to Christ and to the world. 
We :trc a resource-sized parish (618 ASA) located in beau­
tiful Chester County, 1wcnty-fivc miles nonhwcst of cen­
ter-city Philadelphia. We arc looking for a foithful rector. 
who lo1•es God. and who possesses cxccp1ional gifts. par• 
ticularly in areas of biblical preaching, pastoral care. and 
leadership. The people of our parish arc deeply committed 
to Chris1, nod desire a rector who can lead and guide us in 
the Spirit ·s cquir1iing us for ministry. 

Our four Sunday morning services include Rile I. Rite II. 
and Contemporary Eucharistic liturgics. Lively worship. 
excellent music, and powerful preaching characterize all 
of our worship services. \Ve arc committed to cv~mgc lism 
and discipleship. with wdl over twenty small groups. 
Uiblc sludics, and fellowship groups meeting regularly. 
Good Samaritan also is a community with a deep commil­
ment 10 prayer and hc:,ling. Additionally. we have a long­
standing dedicatio n 10 miss ion and outreach. locally, 
nationally, and globally; this includes parish partnerships 
in our own Diocese. elsewhere in the United S1ntes. and 
with several Dioceses abroad in 1hc Anglican Communion. 
Prcse111ly, we have three full-time priests and 1wclve full­
tirnc laypersons on our staff. 
To leam more about Church of the Good Samaritan and to 
review our parish profile. please visit 
www.good •samarit a n.org. 

For more information on the application process, kindly 
email us at goodsamdcinfo @gmall.com. or. you may 
mail your request to: Discernmen t Commiltcc , C/O Nor­
man McCausland, 12 Chipmunk Lane, Media, PA 
19063 USA. 

TRAVEUPI LGRI MAGES 
PILGR II\IAGE: Thi11 Places i11 Celtic Wales, a pilgrim­
age lo holy places in N. Wales. Anglesey. and the Llyn 
Peninsula. Jul y 10-24, 2010. 
For more infonnation, con1ac1 doher4@nol.com or visit 
www.c.aimcommun ity.com. 

MORE CLASS IFIEDS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE! 
www .livingchurch.or g 
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HOWTO 
CONDUCT 
A CLERGY 
SEARCH ... 
Step 1: Adverti se in 

THE LIVING CHURCH 

Step 2: Get a bigger 
mailbox (or inbox) 

To place a classified, 
print or online ad , 
con tact 

AMBER MUMA at 
amber@livingchurch 
(414) 276-5420 ext. 12 

HOLY 
SPTRlT 

l·PISCOPAL Cl-lURC J I 

Holy Spir it Episcopal Church in 
Eagle River, Alaska is curre ntly 

seek ing a Rector to lead our 
church comm unity. 

We are a close knit family of 
approx imately 252 members . 
Eagle River is located about 

14 miles from Anchor age, 
and still has that smal l town 

Alaskan appeal. 

If living in Alaska and leading 
the "Frozen Cho sen" sounds 

like a great adventure, 
additional info rmation and 

an application packet can be 
downloaded at: 

http://home.gci.net/~ho lysp irit/ 
or contact Anna Campione at 

(907) 382-6 102 or email 
arcampione @yahoo .com 

by 4/30/20 1 0 

people & places 

Appointments 
The Rev. Allen Ohlstein is deacon and 

dir ecto r o f comm unicatio ns, pastora l 
care and outr each at l)'init y Cathedral , 
310 W 17th St., Littl e Rock, AR 72206. 

The Rev. Ross McGowan Wright is rec­
tor of Good Shepherd , 4206 Sprin ghill 
Ave., Richmond, VA 23225. 

Ordinations 

Priests 

Kansas - William L. Breedlove. 

Retirements 

The Rev. Walter V. Eversley, as rector of 
St. Michael and Al l Angels', Bal timor e, 
MD. 

The Rev. Hartshorn Murphy, as recto r of 
St . Augustin e's, Santa Monica, CA. 

The Rev. James Ransom, as rector or 
l) ·ini ty, Towson, MD. 

The Rev. Elizabeth Stingley, a5 vicar or 
St. Hil ary's, Hesperia, CA. 

Deaths 
The Rev. Canon Richard W. Wilson, a 

priest of the Diocese of Loui siana, 
died Jan. 25 after a brief i!Jness. He 
was 81. 

Born in New Or leans, he studi ed at 
Tulane University and General Theological 
Seminary. He was ordained deacon in 1954 
and priest in 1955. F'r. Wilson was vicar of 
three missions in Louisiana befo re he 
became rector of St. Thomas', Monroe, LA, 
in 1961, where he also was chaplain at 
Northeast Louisiana University. He served 
nine years as archdeacon or the Diocese or 
North west Texas. He was vicar of Holy 
Cross, Lubbock, TX, 1981-85; and rector of 
St. Matthew's, Covington, TN, from 1986 
unUI his retir ement in 1994. Canon Wilson 
was a priest associate of U1e Order of the 
Holy Cross for Men and the Order of St. 
Helena for Women. He is smvive d by his 
broU1er, Donald, and several nephews. 

Send your clergy changes 
to People and Places: 

p&p@livingchu rch.org 
P.O. Box 514036, Milw aukee, WI 
53203 -3436 Fax (414) 276 -7483 

Correc tion: The Rev. S. Thomas Kincaid 
III , who wrot e "On the Feast of the Pres­
entation of Our Lord Jesus Christ" ITLC, 
Jan. 31], was identifi ed as a deacon. He 
was ordained recentl y as a priest. 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SAN DIEGO, CA 
ALL SAINTS' Six th & Pennsylvania Ave. 
Website: www .allsaintschurch .org (619) 298-7729 
Fr. Tony Noble , SSC 
Sun 8 (Low), 10 (High); Daily Mass: Tues 12; Wed 9:30; 
Thurs 6; Fri 9:30; Sat 9 

FORT MYERS BEACH, FL 
ST. RAPHAEL'S 5601 Williams Drive (239) 463•6057 
www.saint•raphaels.org info@ saint•raphae ls.org 
The Rev. Alice Marcrum , pastor 
Sun H Eu 9, Contemporary 11, Sun Schoo l 11; Tues Taize 7 
Thurs Rosary 4 (chapeQ 

SARASOTA, FL 
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER (941) 955-4263 
The Rev. Fredrick A. Robinson , r 
Sat 5:30 (contemporary); Sun 7:30 (low), 9 Rite II (high), 11 
Rite I (high), 1 (Spanish): Daily Mass 1 O: Wed 7:30; Thurs 5:30 

HONOLULU, HI 
ST. MARK'S www .stmarksh onolu lu.org (808) 732-2333 
539 Kapahulu Ave. (#13 Bus end of line from Waikiki) 
Sun Low Mass 7, High Mass 9; MWF 8; Tues 6:15; Thurs 10 

CHICAGO, IL 
ASCENSION 1133 North LaSalle Blvd . at Elm 
www .ascensionchi cago .org (312) 664- 1271 
Sist ers of SL Ann e (312) 642-3638 
The Rev. Gary P. Fertig , r: the Rev. Kurt Olson, the Rev. 
Geoffrey Ward 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung), 11 (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, E&B 
4 (1S. Oct-May), MP M- F 6:40, Sat 9:40; Masses M-F 7, 
6:20 rt'/ed), 10 (Sat): EP M-Sat 6, Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6, 
Sun 10:30-10:50 

RIVERSIDE, IL (CHI CAGO WEST SUBURBAN) 

ST. PAUL'S PARISH 60 Akenside Rd. 
www .stpaul sparish.org (708) 447-1604 
The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser, r; the Rev. Richard R. Daly. 
SSC, parochial vicar; the Rev. Canon Albert W. Y. Mensah, asst. 
Sat Vigil Mass 5, Sun Masses 8:30 (Solemn) & 1 o (Sung) 
Wkdy Eu Tues 7, Wed 7, Fri 10:30. Sacrament of Reconcilia­
tion 1st Sat 4-4 :30 & by appt., Rosary 4th Tues 8:45, A/C 

PASSAIC, NJ 
ST. JOHN'S Lafayette and Passaic Avenues 
Website: www .stjohnschurchpa ssaicnj.org (973) 779-0966 
The Rev. Willi am C. Thiele , r frthiele @gmail.com 
Sun low Mass 8, Sung Mass 10:30, HD anno. 

RED BANK, NJ 
TRINITY CHURCH 
Website: www.Trin ityRedBank.org 
The Rev. Christophe r Rodriguez , r 

65 W. Front St. 

Sun Masses 8 & 10:15 (Sung), MP and EP Daily 

NEW YORK , NY 
TRINITY WALL STREET 
The Rev. Dr. Jame s H. Coop er, r 
The Rev. Can on Anne Mallonee, v 
(212) 602-0880 
Websit e: www .tr initywallstreet .or g 

TRINITY CHURCH Broadw ay at Wall Street 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11:15". Mon-Fri MP 8:15, H Eu 12:05, EP 5:15 
·watch live or on-demand on the web. 

ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL Broadway and Fulton Street 
Sun H Eu 8 & 10. Daily Prayers for Peace 12:30 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COM MUNI ON 
218 Ashley Ave. (843) 722-2024 
Website: www .holycomm .org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson , r; the Rov. Dan Clarke , c; the Rev. 
Patric k Allen, assoc 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Sclemn High) 

PAWLEYS ISLAND, SC 
HOLY CROSS FAITH MEM ORIAL (843) 237 3459 
www.hcfm.us holycross@sc.rr.com 
The Rev. Tommy Tipton , r 
Sun 8 & 10:30 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau Ave . www. ascathedral .org 
Sun Masses 8, 1 0 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

LUTHERAN 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE & RESURRECTION CHURCHES 
K and Inyo Streets 
The Rev. Willia m R. Hampto n, STS 
Sun Eu 9 

(909) 989-3317 

NEW FOR 2010! 
Include your pari sh in our 

2010 Church Directory for a t least 

13 weeks and your listin g will also 

run on our web site 

(www.livingchur ch.org) 

in our NEW Onlin e Chur ch 

Directory for FREE! 

For m ore information , or to place 

a Chur ch Directory lis tin g, 

conta ct Amber Muma at 

amber@livingchurch.org 

TLC Call 1-800-211-27'71 today or order online at 

www .livingchurch.org. 



If you are an Episcopal priest, missionary, 
Christian educator, spouse, or surviving spouse, 
you may be eligible for an Honorable Service Grant! 

ease c or more 10 ormat1on. 

To find out more about the many choices available, 
please call Suzanne Ujcic at 800-948-1881. 

YfjbME AND STAY 

THREE DAYS 

I 

ON us!* 
~ 

C(goME FOR THE ~IFESTYLE. ~
1

TAY FOR A cPIFETIME.™ 

ft WESTMINSTER COMMUNITIES OF FLORIDA ,1r W WW. \Vest min ster Reti rcm cnt .co rn 


