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God With Skin On 
Finding God's Love In Human Relationship s 

Anne Robertson 

Examines relationships common to us all - those of intimacy, authority, rivalry, and otherness - and 
shows how learning to love within those relationships affects our relationship with God. 

978-0-8192-2311-l $18.00 

The Prayer Book Guide To Christian Education 
Third Edition 

Robyn Szoke And Sharon Ely, Editors 

Thoroughl y updated to meet the educational challenges of the 21" century, this comprehensive , one-volume 
guide helps develop a life-long application of baptismal theology for children, youth , and adults . Based 
on the Revised Common Lectionary, also features online components and links for a continuing updated 
resource . 

978-0-8192-2337- l $24.00 

Praying Our Days 
A Guide And Companion 

Frank T. Griswold 

Classic-style prayer book with ribbon marker and an 8-page color signature is the first new devotional 
resource of its kind for episcopalians in two generations. Each section of the book opens with a "teaching " 
by retired Bishop Griswold, guiding the reader in the effective use of the material. 

978-0-8192-2359-3 $20.00 

Ubuntu 
I In You And You In Me 

Michael Battle 
Foreword By Desmond Tutu 
Afterword By Katharine Jefferts Schori 

An introduction to the African spiritual principle ofUbuntu, which offers believers a new and radical way 
of reading the Gospel and understanding the heart of the Christian faith. 

978-1-59627-111-l $18.00 

Your Faith, Your Life 
An Invitation To The Episcopal Church 
Jenifer Gamber With Bill Lewellis 

This 'everything-you-need-to -know ' guide for newcomers to the Episcopal Church works through the 
language of worship , theology, structure , and sacraments, giving newcomers the vocabulary and framework 
to share beliefs and practices , while discerning their own personal ministry within the church. 

978-0-8192-2321-0 $15.00 

Mary's Hours 

Daily Prayers With The Mother Of God 
Penelope Duckworth 

Attractive hardcover for gift and personal use, Mary's Hours include canticles, psalms , scripture readings, 
meditations, and graces to present a weeklong cycle of fixed - hour prayer and a contemporary guide to 
the spirituality and discipleship of Mary, the mother of God . 

978-0-8192-2342 -5 $20.00 
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SUNDAY'S READINGS 

Faith and Doubt 
'Unless I see the mark of the nails ... 
I will not believe' John 20:25 

Second Sunday of Easter (Year B), April 19, 2009 
BCP: Acts 3:12a, 13-15, 17-26 or Isaiah 26:2-9, 19; Psalm 111 or 118:19-24; 1 John 
5:1-6 or Acts 3:12a, 13-15, 17-26; John 20:19-31 
RCL: Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1: 1-2:2; John 20: 19-31 

Faith allows the possibility of doubt. 
Unlike a science experiment or a geom
etry problem, the truth of faith cannot 
be proved. Whatever is proven beyond 
question is no longer a matter of faith. 
By faith, we may encounter God's pres
ence in our lives, but in ways that will 
always be open to interpretation and 
better understanding. 

Faith is "the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen" (Heb. 11: 1 ). Faith is beyond proof, 
off the scale of proof, and not subject to 
proof. Like love, faith can be known and 
felt, but never proved beyond doubt. 
Jesus himself rejects the devil's tempta
tion to put God to the test (Luke 4:13). 
There can be no "test" of God's love, and 
there can be no proof of it. 

Thomas can speak for us all when he 
admits his doubts. In this regard, we 
can admire Thomas' honesty and will
ingness to speak his truth. He knew 
Jesus died on the cross , and he would 
need more than a few enthusiastic 
reports to believe otherwise. That was 
his experience , and the basis of his per
spective at the time. Fortunately for 
Thomas, he could be called to faith, 
and Jesus was glad to provide what 

Look It Up 

Thomas needed to believe. He was 
"teachable." 

Like Thomas, the first step for us 
must be to admit and claim where we 
are in life - not where others think we 
should be, or where we would like to 
be in terms of an ideal. We have to start 
where we are. Doubts and all. When we 
face the limitations of our belief, we 
can begin to be transformed and grow 
beyond those limitations. It's unlikely 
that we'll be confronted by Jesus' own 
person in human form, offering us his 
pierced hands and side for demonstra
tion. But we can echo the cry of the 
man who said to Jesus , "I believe; help 
my unbelief!" (Mark 9:24). 

Jesus came to Thomas in the midst 
of his doubts , and gave him what he 
needed for faith. Thomas' honesty with 
himself and the other disciples made 
this possible. Following that example 
we can be honest with ourselves and 
the people around us. There is no need 
to deny or avoid our doubts. We can 
face who we are, and admit what we 
need. That's the starting point. That's 
when our real life of faith opens to 
Jesus, who is always present, even 
when we doubt. 

See Hymn 203, "Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 0 sons and daughters." 

Think About It 
How have you been called to faith in times of doubt? How have you experi

enced God's presence in times of great need? How have you been able to share 
your faith with others when they were struggling? 

Next Sunday 
Third Sunday of Easter (Year B), April 26, 2009 
BCP: Acts 4:5-12 or Micah 4:1-5; Psalm 98 or 98:1-5; 1 John 1 :1-2:2 or Acts 4:5-12; 
Luke 24:36b-48 
RCL: Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 



Intersecting 
Communities 
How a school and a parish can 
assist rather than hinder the 
mission of the other 

By Daniel R. Heischman 

-Y-,ungs are pretty tense in the rela-
1 tionship between All Hallows' 

Parish and School. In the autumn, the 
school board had asked the vestry for 
approval to move ahead with some revi
sions to its bylaws, allowing the number 
of requisite Episcopalians on the board 
to shrink from two-thirds to one-half. 

AU Hallows' school was eager to 
undertake a capital campaign for a new 
building on campus, and there was sup
port on the school board to add a couple 
of "heavy hitters " to the board, namely, 
non-Episcopalians with considerable 
financial means who could help signifi
cantly with the campaign . At the same 
tin1e, the school was having increasing 
difficulty finding parishioners who were 
willing to serve on the board . Vestry 
members wondered if the school 
board's proposal was but a first step 
toward the school beconung less Epis
copal. "After all," said one vestry mem
ber, "from what I know there are not a 
lot of Episcopalians in the school. We 
should be realizing a lot more church 
members from the school , and that is 
not happening. " 

The previous year the school had 
decided to hire its own school chaplain, 
a break from the arrangement the 
school had forged with the parish some 
time ago to share a clergyperson. While 
the rector had approved the change , he 
nonetheless worried that this might 
mean he had less influence on the 
chapel program and the school's reli
gion curriculum. 

Adding to the tension, parish income 
has been dropping, in part due to the 
economic slowdown. Members of the 
vestry wondered if there was some way 

(Continued on next page) 

R
etreat this summer into the beauty of 365 sylvan acres 
overlooking a clear lake, and enjoy graduate-level education 
along with the Benedictine worship and spiritual formation for 

which Nashotah House is famed. 

The Book of Psalms 
and the Spiritual Life of the Church 

with Allen P. Ross , Th.D., D.D. 

The Book of Exodus 
and the Liturgical Life of the Church 

with the Rev. 
Patrick Henry Reardon 

A Liturgical Workshop 
(July 14-18) 

with the Rev. Canon Arnold Klukas, 
Ph.D. 

(not for credit: CEU only) 

Preaching the Hidden Treasures 
of Luke's Gospel 

with the Rev. Canon Kenneth E. 
Bailey, Th.D., D.D. 

and the Rev. Canon J. Douglas 
McGlynn, D.Min. 

Sure Foundations: 
Building Congregations That Thrive 

with the Rev. Alan Hansen 

Worship, Wisdom and the World: 
Liturgy and the Catechism 

with the Rev. Jack Gabig, Ph.D. 

F or registration & more information , visit www.nashotah.edu 
or contact Carol Klukas, Director of Admissions, at 800.627.4682 
or admissions@nashotah.edu. 
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Intersecting Communities 

(Continued from previous page) 

that the parish might realize more rev
enue from the school. As one vestry 
member remarked, "They (the school) 
have a cash reserve, and, besides, the 
parents who send their children to the 
school have a lot of money." 

At the same time, the head of school 
was under pressure from board mem
bers who wanted the school to incorpo
rate separately from the parish. "It is 
high tin1e we were in charge of our own 
affairs," one school board member 
argued. The school head knew that such 
a request might bring on disputes and 
heighten suspicions between school 
and parish . 

Fortunately , the senior warden had 
proposed that the school board and 
vestry get together for a weekend 
retreat, "to talk over some of the issues 
we face." It would be the first tin1e that 
the two governing bodies would meet 
face to face in many years . 

*** 
The above scenario, while fictitious, 

represents a composite of many of the 

issues that emerge between parishes 
and schools. Of the 1,000-plus Episcopal 
schools in the U.S., 781 are parish day 
schools - founded by a parish and 
maintaining a strong and close relation
ship with that parish , be they separately 
incorporated or not. In addition, there 
are at least 25 schools that identify 
themselves as "cathedral schools." 

Connected as they are with worship
ing communities, these schools lie at the 
heart of The Episcopal Church 's strong 
and long-lasting commitment to educa
tion, and symbolize one of the poten
tially most in1portant witnesses we 
undertake in the world. At the same 
time, the parish day school partnership 
is a fragile one , dependent upon the 
quality of a few key relationships in 
order for a thriving and mutually satisfy
ing collaboration to be realized. 

Structurally, a parish day school can 
be under the control of the parish, but 
without a good working relationship 
between, say, the rector of the parish 
and head of school, no clarity of bylaws 

will compensate when problems occur . 
Indeed, appeals to bylaws or canon law 
can be a sign of a real rupture in that 
relationship. Likewise, a school that is 
fully independent of the parish can have 
a strong and intin1ate relationship with 
that parish if the two entities work hard 
to maintain it. 

Building Relationships 

Good relationships do not simply 
emerge. The leadership of schools and 
parishes must work intentionally to 
build these relationships that need to be 
in place prior to the times when they 
will be tested . And critical to the devel
opment of good relationships is under
standing the similarities and differences 
of the two parties. 

Parishes are voluntary organizations, 
while the schools they may have 
founded are made up of individuals and 
families who have entered into a con
tractual relationship. When I moved 
from parish work to a school chap
laincy, I was surprised to discover that 
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everyone I worked with in my new con
text for ministry was an employee of the 
institution. The reader may wonder why 
it came as a surprise, but the contractual 
nature of schools - and those in them, 
including the families whose children 
attend them - creates a different 
atmosphere than a church. For many 
parishioners, church is but one of many 
commitments in their busy lives. For 
those working at or attending school, 
this institution is central. 

School and church have some impor
tant differences in the manner in which 
we use and interpret the word "Episco
pal. " While most parishes and schools 
together share a similar commitment to 
regular worship, the use of the Book of 
Common Prayer, and a deep commit
ment to the religious life incorporating 
the life of the mind, how a school 
defines being Episcopal is often differ
ent from how a parish views itself as 
Episcopal. Schools frequently identify 
their Episcopal nature, beyond chapel, 
in terms of values, while parishes tend 
to view Episcopal in terms of content. 
Hence, it is common to hear leaders of 
Episcopal schools speak of their "Epis
copal identity," and even more common 
for them to point to certain values they 
hold dear as evidence of that identity. 

Identity Understood Differently 

When I ask people from a particular 
school about their Episcopal identity, I 
often hear, "Because we are an Episco
pal school, we are diverse and welcom
ing of a variety of people and faiths." 
Not surprisingly therefore, the national 
average of Episcopal students attending 
Episcopal schools lies somewhere 
between 10 and 25 percent. So, too, 
school leaders will characterize their 
Episcopal identity in terms of a commit
ment to community service, as well as 
holding up of certain moral virtues ( a 
great many of our schools have fine 
ethics courses and pay regular attention 
to the "core values" of the institution). 

This distinction between values and 
content is crucial to the understanding 
of how both entities view their Episco
pal mission. Members of the parish 
often find it hard to understand why 
there are so many non-Episcopalians in 
the school, while schools point with 

(Continued on next page) 

Christian worship past and present 

978-0-8006-6233-2 224 pp 
hardcover $30.00 

Christian Worship 
100,000 Sundays of Symbols and Rituals 

GAIL RAMSHAW 

This unique textbook not only lays out the 

religious-studies framework of a contemporary 

understanding of worship, it also offers a 

full history of Christian worship including 

the American experience . Ramshaw also 

addresses ongoing issues of gender , authority, 

eth ics, skepticism and places them into an 

explicitly cross-religious framework alongside 

Islam, Judaism, and other religions. 

"At last there is an ecumenical textbook in the United Stales .... required text 

for all who seek to lead and engage in Christian worship!" 

-MELVA WILSON COSTEN, Visiting Professor of Liturgico l Studies, 
Yale Divinity School. School of Sacred Music 

AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR NEWLY ORDAINED CLERGY: 

Purchase up to $2,000 in new vestments, 
and we'll send you a gift certificate for 20% of your purchase. 

Offer good through June 5, 2009. · 
Because of the nature of this offer, orders may only be placed over the phone . 

Gift certificate may be redeemed on future purchases only. 

GASPARD 
HA NDCRA FTED VESTMENT S AND PARAMENTS SI NCE 1954 

(800) 784-6868 www.gaspardinc.com 
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The American Study Program 
Oxford, England 

5 August - 11 August 2009 
"Christianity in the 21st Century" 

Is there an order for the universe and meaning to our existence? 
Located at historic St. Edmund Hall, this unique conference offers lectures as well as 
ample time to enjoy the university city and surrounding areas. 

Cost: $1800 
Includes room, all meals, morning coffee, afternoon tea, and extras. 

Conference Speakers: 
The Rev'd. Dr. John Kerr: Priest of the Church of England and former Warden of 
the Society of Ordained Scientists. Dr. Kerr currently teaches at Oxford and 
Winchester College. 

The Rev'd. Dr. Vincent Strudwich: Honorary Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. Fellow of 
Kellogg College, Oxford, Tutor in Theology and Visiting Professor of Graduate Theological 
Foundation. 

The Venerable Christopher Hewetson: Fonner Vicar of Headington Quarry ( the C. S. Lewis 
parish) and now senes as Archdeacon Emeritus Diocese of Chester. 

Mr. Ian Boxall: Mr. Boxall is Senior New Testament lecturer at St. Stephen's House and a 
member of the theology faculty at Oxford University. 

Registration Deposit: $300 (non refundable) 
Contact: The Rev'd. Dr. Ladson Mills, Christ Church 
6329 Frederica Rd., St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
Phone: {912) 577-8688 Fax: {912) 638-4030 

E-mail: PMills73@aol.com 

Join us in June 
CONTlf\UING EDUCATION AT FDS 

■ The General Convention of the Episcopal Church ,* 
The Rev. Dr. Ian Douglas, The Rev. Ed Rodman, Ms. Bonnie 
Anderso n, and The Rt. Rev. Barbara Harri s (This course is also 
offered as a webcast, with special pricing for groups.) 

■ Creativity, Change, and Conflict,* The Rev. Dr. William Kondrath 

■ Eucharist and Initiation , The Rev. Dr. Richard McCall 

■ Healing, Suffering, and Death of Christ , Dr. Joanna Dewey 

■ Preaching Liberation in a Multicultural World. 
The Rev. Karen Montagna, Dr. Fredrica Harris Thompsett 

■ Unleashing Our Voices: Voice, Identity, and Leadership , 
Ms. Suzanne Ehly 

Most courses run June 1-12. For course descriptions, dates, and 
times, please visit www.eds.edu. For registrati on and fee information, 
contact Penny Kohn, registrar at 617.682 .1525 or registrar@eds .edu. 
For a complete list of June courses, visit www.eds.edu . 

Episcopal Divinity School 
99 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 • www.eds.edu 
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Intersecting Communities 

(Continued from previous page) 

great pride to the manner in which they 
see their diversity as living out that Epis
copal identity and mission. 

Finally, there is frequently a distinct age 
difference between parish and school. 
Om graying Episcopal Chmch is faced 
with the challenge of how to re-create 
itself among younger generations. One 
can see it in the proliferation of search 
profiles of parishes seeking a rector with 
"youthful energy" as well as an ability to 
bring young people and families into the 
life of the parish. It is not uncommon for 
many of om schools - places that obvi
ously work with the young and their 
increasingly young-appearing parents -
to be attached to or in relationship with a 
parish with fewer families and young peo
ple. This produces a natural generational 
gap, with many parishioners living in a 
stage of their lives a bit removed from 
those of the families in the schools. 

Young people have a tremendous need 
to connect with and learn from adults, and 
we older folks can find much joy in being 
models to the young. From this perspec
tive, I see not only potential conflict but 
great opportunity in this generational dif
ference, if channeled wisely. 

Is there hope for the impending meet
ing between the vestry and school board 
at All Hallows'? If both entities are able to 
understand the fundament:al differences 
between each other - in how they do 
business, in their constituencies, in differ
ing perspectives on some of the funda
ment:al meanings of what each is about -
there could be great hope in what evolves 
out of a renewed appreciation for each 
other, as well as a clarification of how 
both are serving a common purpose . 
These are intersecting communities , 
places whose goals converge while differ
ent types and styles of operations are 
maintained. 

There is still time to discover what we 
all know lies at the heart of any good rela
tionship - the coming together of two 
very different worlds, mutually commit
ted to a common life and to each other. 
When that type of bond is formed, we see 
in that intersection Anglicanism at its very 
best. 

The Rev. Daniel R. Heischma n is execu
tive dir ector of the National Association 
of Episcopal Schools. 



NEWS 

EDS Chooses Abortion-Rights Leader as Next Dean 
The Rev. Katherine Hancock Rags

dale, vicar of St. David's Church, Pep
perell, Mass., was named president and 
dean of Episcopal Divinity School by 
Wlanimous vote of the board of trustees. 

Brett Donham, chairman of the EDS 
board of trustees , made the announce
ment March 30. She will assume her 
new responsibilities effective July 1. 

"Katherine's gifts, skills , and experi
ence are an excellent match with the 
criteria established by the search com
mittee, both in terms of the current 
challenges and opportunities at EDS, 
and the personal attributes we are 
looking for in a new leader ," Mr. Don
ham said. 

Dr. Ragsdale has served as vicar of 

St. David's since 1996. Since 2005, she 
has also served as president and exec

tion for Reproductive Choice (RCRC). 
As chairwoman, she oversaw a sweep

utive director of Political 
Research Associates, a pro
gressive think tank dedicated 
to building a more just and 
inclusive democratic society 
by exposing movements, insti
tutions, and ideologies on the 
political and Christian Right 
"that undermine human Dr. Ragsdale 

ing reorganization that 
included a change of name 
and mission. During her 
tenure , the RCRC doubled the 
size of both its staff and 
budget. She also serves on the 
board of NARAL: Pro-Choice 
America , The White House 
Project, the Progressive Reli

rights," according to information pub
lished on the organization's website. 

She has also been a passionate advo
cate and author on abortion from a 
Christian perspective. She served for 17 
years ( eight as chairwoman) on the 
national board for the Religious Coali-

gious Partnership, and the advisory 
board of The Center for the Prevention 
of Sexual and Domestic Violence. 

She was ordained deacon in the Dio
cese of Newark in 1993 and priest the 
following year. She earned degrees from 
EDS and Virginia Theological Seminary. 

Lambeth Review Group Cites Conference's Missteps 
An independent task force charged 

with investigating the financial man
agement of the 2008 Lambeth Confer
ence reported no evidence of financial 
malpractice or dishonesty , but the 
group said inexperienced manage
ment, poor commlllication, and overly 
generous contractual arrangements 
with some vendors contributed to the 
conference 's shortfall of $564,000. 

Although the deficit was less than 
the $1. 7 4-million shortfall that was 

projected last summer, the Lambeth 
Conference Funding Review Group 
said the smaller deficit was primarily 
because fewer bishops than originally 
expected attended the conference." 
Conference planners did not attempt 
to base the conference fee on actual 
cost. Instead the figure was based on 
what guests could afford. 

The group also said that "reporting 
lines , responsibilities and authority 
were sometimes unclear ," despite the 

formation of the Lambeth Conference 
Company in 2006 to manage the 
administration and finances of the 
conference . The reviewers said that 
having a company "to own the cost 
and contractual implications of deci
sions and to provide legal and finan
cial accountability" was positive, but 
said the company had been "set up too 
late in the planning process to be able 
to inform key decisions." 

Despite the creation of the Lambeth 
Conference Company, the lines of 
authority for the conference were 
never made clear to those responsible 
for planning events and securing con
tracts , according to the report. 

Recommendations for future con
ferences included having an approved 
operational and financial plan in place 
by 2013 for the 2018 conference; set-

• ting attendance fees that more realisti
cally "factor in overall costs and 
financial need;" and "ensuring suffi
cient fund raising capability as part of 
future conference planning ." 

The initial Lambeth budget proposal did not include the rental cost of slightly less than $800,000 
for the "Big Top" tent where most of the major conference events occurred. 

The Church of England's Archbish
ops' Council and the board of gover
nors of the Church Commissioners 
established the review committee 
after the Lambeth Conference Com
pany asked for financial help . 
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Consents Process 
Underway for Northern 
Michigan Bishop-Elect 

After official ballots were distrib
uted during the House of Bishops' 
spring retreat in North Carolina March 
13-18, bishops spent significant time in 
plenacy and in some cases follow-up 
small-group table conversation dis
cussing whether to consent to the con
secration of the Rev. Kevin Thew 
Forrester as Bishop of Northern 
Michigan. 

Fr. Thew Forrester's election has 
sparked controversy because he 
underwent lay ordination as a Bud
dhist several years ago and was the 
only candidate on the ballot . Many 
bishops reportedly voted during the 
meeting or soon after the bishops' 
spring retreat adjourned. 

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
reported on March 24 that the Rt. Rev. 
Gregory Rickel, Bishop of Olympia, 
announced in an e-mail message that 
he already had voted not to consent to 
Fr. Thew Forrester's consecration . 

In a similar e-mail message to mem
bers and friends of his diocese, the Rt. 
Rev. William Love, Bishop of Albany, 
said he too had voted not to consent to 
the consecration of Fr. Thew Forrester. 

The canons and constitution of the 
General Convention require that the 
bishop-elect receive consent from a 
majority of standing committees and 
bishops with jurisdiction to be conse
crated. According to the church's 
canons, bishops and standing commit
tees have 120 days in which to vote. 
Not voting is considered the same as a 
"no" vote. 

Two other bishops with jurisdiction 
were consultants to the Northern 
Michigan search committee that nom
inated Fr. Thew Forrester. Bishops 
Tom Ely of Vermont and Bruce Cald
well of Wyoming have not made 
known how they intend to vote on 
consent, but they have previously 
issued statements indicating that they 
believe Fr. Thew Forrester is well 
qualified and that the consecration 
should go forward. 
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Left: Julio Torres (wearing headband) and 
Joel Joa (foreground wearing hat), mis
sion youth leaders from Young Life, 
based at St. Jude's mission in Phoenix, 
with team members from St. Jude's at a 
high school dodgeball tournament, March 
22 at All Saints' Church, Phoenix. 
Below: Matt Marino, canon for youth and 
young adult ministries in the Diocese of 
Arizona, hands out prizes. The event 
included prayer and worship. 
David and Jolene Cummins photo s 

Report Warns of Long-Term Decline 
More than five years later, tensions 

caused by the consecration of a part
nered homosexual man as a bishop 
continue to affect half of all Episco
pal churches, according to census 
information compiled in the Blue 
Book report prepared for the 76th 
General Convention, to be held July 
8-17 in Anaheim, Calif. 

While praising the popularity and 
"calm and centered leadership style" 
of Presiding Bishop Katharine Jef
ferts Schori , the report, based on 
results from 783 completed surveys , 
is a sobering snapshot of an aging 
denomination, struggling with unre
solved conflict and in danger of ter
minal decline. It was written by the 
House of Deputies' Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

"In prior years the Committee on 
the State of the Church often heard 
the criticism that our church seemed 
unwilling to recognize the presence 
of a major source of internal contro
versy that some argued was having an 
impact on our common life, as 
reflected in declining membership 

and attendance statistics," the Blue 
Book Report states. "The metaphor 
most often used was that we 'failed to 
acknowledge the elephant in the 
room, ' referring to what many viewed 
as the momentous decision by the 
74th General Convention (2003) to 
consent to the consecration of the 
Bishop of New Hampshire." 

There are some indications that 
what the committee describes as 
"tensions" are growing in congrega
tions. In a similar survey undertaken 
in 2005, 37 percent of congregations 
reported serious conflict that 
resulted in at least some members 
leaving. About one-third of those 
responding in 2005 attributed the 
conflict to decisions made during the 
2003 General Convention. In a similar 
survey conducted in 2008, 64 percent 
of congregations reported some level 
of conflict over the ordination of 
homosexual clergy, with most report
ing such conflict to be serious. 

"Overall, 4 7 percent of Episcopal 
congregations had serious conflict 

(Continued on page 20) 



Developing a Ministerial Imagination 
The Rev. Sue Singer is the assis

tant professor of ministry develop
ment and director of the Doctor of 
Ministry Program at Church Divin
ity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, 
Calif A priest for 18 years, she 
shifted her focus to education in 
midlife after parish work and con
gregational consulting for the Dio
cese of California. She has served 
urban and suburban churches on 
both coasts and was exposed to a 
diversity of churches as a consultant. 
She continues to serve on the staff of 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco. 

Recently she spoke to managing edi
tor John Schuessler about the value of 
parish experience when instructing 
students for future ministry. She also 
talked about a new Doctor of Ministry 
degree program that is being offered 
in collaboration with Seabury-West
ern Theological Seminary. 

What have you found to be the 
most effective way to teach stu
dents about the good, bad, and 
ugly of parish ministry? 

There are always a lot of practical 
stories you can tell, but that actually is 
not the most useful way to teach, I've 
found. More important is the ability to 
construct strategies for learning that 
help students develop the imagination 
needed to do ministry. Developing a 
ministerial imagination summarizes 
what I'm about. 

The thing I do that is really fun, and 
students seem to enjoy enom10usly, is 
create a case study of a fictional con
gregation, with as much description as 
possible, then put students in virtual 
ministry teams of four to five persons to 
produce a portfolio of responses. They 
do sem10n outlines, exegesis, liturgy 
planning, a response to a pastoral issue, 
an educational piece, and something for 
the larger community. We try to use 
every facet of their curriculum. It is a 
portfolio-based piece, but members of 
the group will say at the end, "We can't 
bear leaving this behind because we 
want to see what happens." 

Explain some of the fears you per
ceive among seminarians as they 
look toward the future. 

They have practical fear about the 
major changes the church is going 

Dr. Singer says the call to act 
as leaven in the world is a 
gospel metaphor that rings 
true for many stud ents. 

through and whether what they've 
learned in seminary will prepare them 
to be change agents . And they have big 
job security fears. They have a need to 
work under an excellent mentor, but 
they see fewer opportunities for this. 
And they fear whether they are going 
to be capable of enabling the church 
they love so much to be able to con
tinue to speak in a very unstable cul
tural context. 

Many are wrestling with the question 
of how to do effective evangelism in a 
pluralistic and very secular culture. 
They are seeking new models, and 
many are drawn to an evangelism of 
attraction, based on the witness of com
mitted Christian living in the world, 
rather than to proselytizing that aims 
solely at drawing people into the insti
tutional church. A gospel metaphor that 
rings true for them is the parable of the 
leaven - Christians are called to act as 
leaven in the world. 

I'm very interested in the nature of 
the shift the culture is making into 
post-modernity, where everything is a 
matter of choice and religious identity 
is an option. You can't just be social
ized into religious identity in the way 
you might have been able to in the 
past. I'm concerned with the role of 
the leadership of the church in helping 
people do this extraordinarily difficult 
work, making a commitment when 
that is not something supported in the 
culture - not religious commitment. 

In light of these challenges to reli
gious identity, describe the pitfalls 
for church leaders to avoid. 

One position is a complete rigidity 
and the attempt to create a little artifi
cial Christendom all my own. The 

other is laissez-faire, practical rela
tivism. Neither of those positions does 
very much for people in the long run 
and is not particularly congruent with 
Anglican identity, which is responsive 
to and imbedded in relation to the 
popular culture. We (Anglicans) 
haven't taken a sectarian route. 

Have you followed up with any of 
the students? 

I am planning to do long-term 
research, keeping papers and final 
course evaluations, then 2-3 years out 
follow up with a group from each 
class to see whether it made any dif
ference. That will begin next summer. 

We (at the seminary) are always 
aware of and seeking to get better at 
connecting the more academic study 
and the practical work in ministry. The 
move I see happening, at least at our 
school, is a move toward a curriculum 
that is more a form of practical theol
ogy, seeing the classical theological 
disciplines as in the service of ministry. 

Describe the Doctor of Ministry 
program you are running jointly 
with Seabury. 

It begins this summer and draws on 
the resources of both schools. The 
course work will be in two intensive 
bursts each year - a week in Chicago 
in June and a week in Berkeley in Jan
uary. The semesters in between will 
be done online in cohort groups. Stu
dents will work together on case and 
congregational studies, mentored by 
an expert ministry practitioner. 

Again we have this shift toward the
ological reflection imbedded in con
gregational ministry. The online work 
in the new D.Min. program will be 
based on in-depth case studies, and 
lead up to the creation of a study of 
each student's own congregation or 
ministry setting. Critical reflection on 
ministry is key to developing skilled 
practitioners. And other than congre
gational ministry, we're seeing a trend 
among students in ministry that takes 
them beyond congregational bound
aries - prison ministry, community 
organizing, working for labor justice 
or immigration rights . . . that kind of 
thing. They are eager to learn how to 
connect congregations with this kind 
of hands-on ministry in the world. D 

APRIL 19. 2009 · THE LIVING CHU RCH 11 



Children at Christ Church, Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Fla., listen to a Godly Play presentation. 

Christ Church photo 

learn about the wonderful material now 
available. Taking the time to learn the 
array of resources available, and finding 
out what best fits their parish family is 
time well spent." 

"It makes a difference how well you 
know and understand your parish and 
fan1ilies and their needs and constraints," 
said Mary Ann Stewart, director of Chris
tian education at Good Shepherd, Waban, 
Mass. "Some curricula are a better fit 
than others." 

Christian Education Choices 
ABOUND 

Ms. Stewart said when she first took on 
her ministry, she relied on the expertise 
of the resource center coordinator in the 
Diocese of Massachusetts. The coordina
tor "was the expert on the curricula avail-
able who also let me sample a variety of 
materials, including curricula. 

Identifying the program that is right for your parish "In my diocese, a professional network 
of Christian education directors has been 

By Michael O'Loughlin 

M ore than 271,000 children attend Christian edu
cation programs at Episcopal churches, 

according to the 2008 Episcopal Church Annual . 
Parishes that serve these children have a wide range of 
choices when it comes to curricula, running the gamut 
from handmade materials and lesson plans to pre-pack
aged programs designed for churches of all sizes. 

Finding the right approach for your church isn't nec
essarily easy, say a number of Christian education direc
tors who discussed their programs with THE LMNG 

CHURCH. But careful consideration and planning is well 
worth the effort. 

established," she added. "We meet three 
or four times a year to discuss curricula, programs, 
challenges, and to offer support and share best prac
tices with each other." Ms. Stewart also recommended 
membership in NAECED as a "tremendous resource." 

Involving many parishioners in the process is impor
tant, noted Diane Bjorklund, Christian formation direc
tor at St. John's, Ames, Iowa. 

"Listen to all the different people affected by curricu
lum changes," she said. "Match congregational needs to 
curriculum aspects. Make sure the clergy and church 
leadership are aware of curriculum changes and why 
the changes are being made. The clergy in particular are 
more likely to hear the complaints and therefore can be 

- .. "I would recommend that a parish 
do a needs assessment, which would 
include values clarification, a look at 
who they are theologically, and a 
look at their mission statement as 
they decide on an approach," said 
Malinda Harris, director of Cluistian 
formation at Christ Church, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Fla. "Only then are 
they ready to look at curriculum 
materials." 

$ ~ • ' "ff' ~ ·•""';' ' 
•'. ~ ·,.✓• ' 

the Christian education director's 
best advocate if they are in the loop." 

The wondrous force of life is 
hidden in seeds. 

Important Choices 
In the mid-90s, St. Peter's Church, 

Charlotte , N.C., began to experience 
growth in membership and in parish 
programs. But the parish also faced 
some specific challenges. 

Ms. Harris said that it may be 
tempting for a parish to select a cur
riculum because it is well packaged 
or because it's worked well at another parish. 

"It would serve parishes better to ask representatives 
from the National Association for Episcopal Christian 
Education Directors (www.naeced.org) to describe the 
various curricula now available, to form a committee 
including the rector and other pertinent leaders, and 
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"As an urban parish, we have to 
work extra hard to attract parents 
with children," said Anna Hurdle, St. 
Peter's children's ministry and Cate-

s1. Pe1,,, .. , Church photo chesis coordinator. "Because we 
draw from a large geographic area, it is not practical for 
children to come into town for the frequent progran1s 
and activities that are typically offered at suburban 
parishes. We have the children for two hours per week, 
and we want to make sure we are offering the very best 
spiritual food." 



The parish chose the Catechesis of the Good Shep
herd (www.cgsusa.org), a Montessori-inspired forma
tion approach that "honors the already-present 
spirituality of children and seeks to meet the religious 
needs of children at their various stages of develop
ment," Ms. Hurdle explained. "Prayer is the aim, and 
everything that we do is aimed toward helping the child 
and ourselves enter into a more conscious relationship 
with God." 

Ms. Hurdle said the popularity of Montessori educa
tion in the Charlotte area has added to the appeal of the 
program at St. Peter 's, which now serves more than 100 
children ages 3-12. 

Good Shepherd Church also offers the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd as a supplemental Saturday pro
gram for its youngest children, in addition to its Sunday 
school program. The parish uses the Bible-in-Life pro
gram (www.davidccook.com) for preschool through first 
graders; the Episcopal Children's Curriculum for grades 
2-5; and the Episcopal Curriculum for Youth for grades 
6-8 (www.morehouseeducation.org). Ms. Stewart said all 
the Sunday school curricula were chosen for being easy 
to use by the adult parish volunteer teachers , after she 
and other members of her team reviewed them. 

St. Gregory the Great Church, Athens, Ga., began 
using the Workshop Rotation Model (www.rotation.org) 
five years ago, according to Catherine Drewry, director 
of children's ministries. Children in the program are 
divided into four groups based on age. 

"Groups study the same Bible story for four weeks, " 
Ms. Drewry explained. "Each week the groups go to one 
of four different workshops to experience the story." 
The workshops typically engage the children through 
art, cooking , games and drama , and video or puppets , 
but also may include a science lab, gardening, or out
door games depending on the subject of the story. 

"Each age group has three [adult] shepherds who are 
responsible for reading the story, introducing the activ
ity leader , and assisting the activity leader ," Ms. Drewry 
said. "They provide consistency, and know the children 
in their group well. The activity leaders present the 
activity for the workshop ." Lessons come from a variety 
of sources including purchased materials, online 
resources , and books . Ms. Drewry added that "children 
who attend Sunday school on a regular basis develop a 
real sense of belonging to the church community. They 
feel at home in God's house ." 

Both Christ Church and St. John's use the Godly Play 
curriculum (www.godlyplay.org). Ms. Harris described 
the program as incorporating "storytelling, visualization 
of the story using manipulable materials, and reflection 
after the story that encourages individual discovery" 
and creative expression. She said her parish was look
ing for a curriculum that "would encourage children to 
think about God. We selected it because for us , the 
forming of a positive image of God and teaching our 

Kids get crafty at the Creation Station at St. Gregory's , Athens, Ga. 
St. Gregory's photo 

Parishioners at St. John's, Ames, iowa, make a Jesse Tree at an 
intergenerational Godly Play Advent event. st. John's photo 

Making liturgical beads at Good Shepherd, Waban, Mass. 
Good Shepherd photo 

children to think theologically were very important con
siderations." 

Ms. Bjorklund finds the program attractive because 
"children can be brought together in groups that are not 
dependent on reading ability or grade in school. This is 
great for smaller congregations that may only have a 
handful of children each week and the children's ages 
span several years ." Because lessons are self-contained, 
she said , "children who attend occasionally can still be 
a part of the class. There is also great flexibility to focus 
on different stories at different times throughout the 
year according to the parish calendar." 

No matter what program or formation approach is 
chosen, every parish must remember that the curricu
lum is just the beginning. 

"Choosing and using curriculum materials for chil
dren is very important , but it's not the only thing," Ms. 
Harris emphasized. "Incorporating children into the 
liturgy of the church, including them in outreach and 
pastoral care - that is, full inclusion of children into 
the life of the church - is very in1portant." 

To read how these parishes support their Christian educa
tion volunteers through training and continuing education, 
click the "Supporting Christian Education Volunteers" link in 
the Web Exclusives section at www.livingchurch.org. 
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EDITORIALS 

Like most other church battles, 
this skirmish about the buildings 

and grounds of Grace 
and St. Stephen's Church, 

Colorado Springs, turned ugly fast. 
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Neither Side a Winner 
The announcement that the buildings and grounds of Grace 

and St. Stephen's Church, Colorado Springs [TLC, April 12], will 
return to the Diocese of Colorado has generated considerable 
publicity. Not only is the church involved a large parish, the 
charges and counter-charges that flew back and forth gained 
national notoriety. 

A majority of the members of Grace and St. Stephen's voted 
two years ago to leave The Episcopal Church because of theolog
ical differences, but they continued to occupy the church and rec
tory. Those who chose not to leave The Episcopal Church are 
back in their church home after having worshiped in a nearby edi
fice. Meanwhile, the dissidents moved to a different church home. 

Like most other church battles, this skirmish turned ugly fast. 
The Rev. Don Armstrong, rector of the parish before the split and 
leader of those who left, has been outspoken in his dealings with 
the diocese, and faced a number of accusations. On the other 
hand, the Diocese of Colorado has nothing to be proud of, as it 
moved quickly to bring suit against the departing congregation, 
and even after the decision was rendered, its use of security 
guards outside the church was unfortunate. 

The Colorado Springs matter is another regrettable incident in 
the ongoing discord that has plagued the church. Like similar 
cases, it will wind up with lots of losers: The dissidents had to 
find another place to worship. The "loyalist" congregation will 
have to assume the running of a large building and pay a sizable 
assessment with far fewer members. A once-popular rector will 
have to relocate. Thanks to some uncharitable behavior exhibited 
by both sides, both congregations, the Episcopal one as well as 
those who left, are likely to have difficulty attracting new mem
bers. As usual, the only winners would seem to be the attorneys. 

Expanded Opinion 
Regular readers probably will notice a different look to this 

issue of THE LMNG CHURCH, so an explanation is in order. There 
has been considerable publicity generated by the election of the 
Rev. Kevin Thew Forrester as Bishop of Northern Michigan [TLC, 
March 1]. In addition to the news articles, there has been an edi
torial, an Editor's Column, and letters to the editor about whether 
bishops and standing committees ought to consent to the bishop
elect's consecration. 

Because of the number of responses we've received, we 
decided to step out of our usual routine and offer three articles 
on the same topic. Instead of the usual single Reader's Viewpoint 
article and an Editor's (or Guest) Column, this issue presents 
three separate articles on Northern Michigan. At issue is whether 
a person who is a practicing Christian can embrace elements of 
Buddhism and still be consecrated as a bishop. 

We are thankful to all who have shared their opinions on this 
subject. We expect many more readers will offer their thoughts as 
the saga continues to unfold. We are pleased to present a forum 
in which people of faith can express themselves. 



The Will of a Diocese 
By Mark C. Engle ,·•.f -\ 

-READER'S VIEWPOINT 

gregation has been recognized nation
ally as an example of a growing con

gregation. 
:·. ,'·\ ', ' ' :. ,_ •( ' 
~ - '/. ) 

These are innovations in 
response to the gospel mandate, 

not wanton infringements of 
canon law. 

The election of Kevin ~-? . -::' 1; 
Thew Forrester as Bishop / C . ..'. · ~ 
of Northern Michigan has ;9 ;;r . •::: ·:,.? 
been greeted with a bar- .D ··\ ;, ... -:: .:: 7. · 

: ., ? f:' ·'- ..,._'l. 

rageofquestions It is time , ~ ..... ··,, .. ,,. · ..•... x• 7 ·, 
There has been consider

able controversy about the 
work of the search committee 
as it presented its candidate to 

. - ~ "-"",,_.,.,.,,~~' •~: ' -~ 
for us all to take a deep ' .;;.:. /-:,,,: • · :'t' , ~ ,;, · i) . 
breath and sort things out. '{i{:3> ' •. · ~->" :~ 

Let's look at some facts. <::.·;·. ) ••ci' ,, , () the electing convention. Some 
The controversy over the '\,:: Pt,':.,-.,.-..:,."':?,:: 

bishop-elect has been framed as '~-l;f ·\ .. ' · 
have erroneously accused the 

bishop-elect as having chaired the 
a case of competing loyalties -
one to the Christian faith and another to 
Buddhism . Is this the case? The facts are 
clear. Bishop-elect Thew Forrester is a 
practicing Christian who uses a variety 
of prayer methods , one of which is 
rooted in Buddhism. Can a Christian 
practice Buddhist forms of meditation? 
Of course. Just as Christians can teach 
yoga, embrace literal interpretations of 
scripture, try transcendental meditation 
and participate in charismatic forms of 
worship without fear of excommunica
tion. Is this not one of the hallmarks of 
our way of doing the faith? 

Does use of scripture and liturgical 
texts at St. Paul 's Church , Marquette, 
constitute an infringement of the canons 
or a response to a changing climate in 
which we practice our faith? We would 
be helped to recall how liturgical revi
sion has happened in the past. I can 
clearly remember the widespread use of 
The Anglican Missal, the St. Augustine 
Prayer Book, and a variety of mimeo
graphed hymn texts prior to the revi
sions of the 1928 BCP and the 1940 
Hymnal. I well recall that later some of 
the innovations of these texts came into 
common use. In this case, the experi
mentation clearly serves to advance the 
gospel proclamation. The St. Paul's con-

search committee. The electing con
vention strongly endorsed the work of 
the search committee . These are 
devoted and competent folk, represent
ing the spectrum of views in the church . 
Were there anomalies in the process , 
this would have been discussed widely 
within the diocese . In fact , there were 
no such discussions. The question we 
face is the same one we faced upon the 
New Hampshire's election of its bishop, 
"Shall a diocese be permitted to express 
its will?" Bishop-elect Thew Forrester's 
election is the fruit of a well-conceived 
discernment process , involving voices 
from around the church and spanning a 
period of nearly two years. 

There is a serious question being 
raised by Northern Michigan's election. 
The Thew Forrester episcopate will be a 
cooperative work. A team has been 
called to do the work of episcopal over
sight along with the new bishop. Is it 
possible for the episcopate to flourish in 
such a collaboration? Over the past two 
decades , Episcopalians in Northern 
Michigan have evolved such a model of 
ministry in its variety of congregations. 
These ministries have involved the dis
cernment of teams and building mutual 
accountability . Team members have 
grown in their ability to do the work of 

"" ,. 
~~' . 

. ~ ~:·'~ '-., 

,l•, 

ministry on every level and in every 
order. That the episcopate now 
expresses a level of collaboration within 
and among dioceses might be, for some, 
a threat. For many, it is a sign of hope. 
We have yet to see how it will pan out. If 
Northern Michigan's track record is any 
indicator, this episcopal iteration will do 
a great service to the church . Among 
other things , it will serve to focus our 
attention on the richness of the Bap
tismal Covenant. 

I think of this season in the church as 
a Gamaliel moment. You may recall 
from the fifth chapter of the Book of 
Acts, the disciples stood in the custody 
of the Sanhedrin. Gamaliel, a respected 
member of that ruling body, spoke up, 
saying, "Therefore , in the present case I 
advise you: Leave these men alone! Let 
them go! For if their purpose or activity 
is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is 
from God, you will not be able to stop 
these men ; you will only find yourselves 
fighting against God." 

I agree with the THE LrvlNG CHURCH'S 
editorial that this new form of episco
pate will be "One to Watch Carefully." I 
do not agree that it poses a threat to our 
practice of the faith. Quite the opposite 
is true . 

The Rev. Mark C Engl.e is a retired 
pri est who served a.s rector of St. Paul's 
Church, Marquette, Mich.,for 19 years. 

Operating 
with Integrity 
By Carlson Gerdau 

I must take exception to the cover
age of the bishop-elect of Northern 
Michigan [TLC, March 22]. I admit to 

(Continued on next page) 
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''lreat other people exactly as you would like to be treated by them 

READER'S VIEWPOINT 
(Continued from previous page) 

begin with what Reinhold Neibuhr 
called "an ideological prejudice." The 
Diocese of Northern Michigan is one of 
my two homes. I was ordained there in 
1959, served there for 20 years at vari
ous times in nine of the congregations, 
and represented the diocese at five 
General Conventions and one Special 
Convention. 

Since ceasing to serve Northern 
Michigan, I have kept up with it through 
regular visits and personal contacts and 
watched with interest as it has evolved, 
changed , and developed . I don't buy 
everything that goes on. For example, I 
don't think that the model of mutual 
ministry fits all. I think there is a place 
in the church for cardinal rectors. But I 
can attest that all is done with the 
utmost integrity. 

Let me set the record straight on sev
eral insinuations and accusations in the 
magazine. First, the bishop-elect was 
not "for all intents and purposes, chair 
of the search committee." He was never 
part of the search committee, but at the 
request of the standing committee, he 
attended the first two meetings to train 
its members in team-building. 

Granted the Rev. Kevin Thew For
rester was the only candidate presented 
by the committee, but the committee 
made great effort to find and contact 
other candidates. Yes, he has used litur
gical experimentation. He has used gen
der-neutral language, and has used the 
New Zealand prayer book, but he is not 
the only person to do so in The Episco
pal Church. In my background, I was a 
member of St. Mary the Virgin Chmch 
in New York City while in boarding 
school and college, and we did not 
know what the prayer book was. We 
had non-communicating Masses, and 
the strangest liturgical practices on 
Good Friday [i.e. "crawling" to kiss the 
cross) which are now part of the Good 
Friday liturgy in many places. Open 
experimentation is how change comes 
about. The fact that not everyone fol
lowed the rubrics of 1928 is how the 
1979 prayer book came into being. 

The accusation that there is some
thing wrong because St. Paul's Church, 
Marquette, uses liberal Roman Catholic 
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documents borders on the ing because the combined 
absurd. Many of us have read voice of proponents and 
and have been influenced by opponents can alert us to 
Hans Kung. Or how many are the woes and boons that 
there like me who are partly might be looming on the 
formed by the writings of horizon. 
Thomas Merton, who started With the election of the 
as a pre-Tridentine Catholic r. Thew Forrester Rev. Kevin Thew Forrester 
and moved to the extreme liberal side - a Christian-Buddhist - as Bishop of 
of the Roman Church? Are we under Northern Michigan, The Episcopal 
indictment by THE LlvING CHURCH? Church has embarked through unchar-

The suggestion that the bishop-elect tered waters on a journey toward an 
should not be confirmed because of the unknown destination. This much we 
model of episcopacy in the diocese know. As to the journey's end, we can 
"could bring about an unsettling prece- only speculate. 
dent" is dubious. The model is a con- The purpose of this essay is to 
cept that is based on the premise that a gather pertinent data to help us in our 
bishop cannot do everything or have all speculations. I will try not to take sides 
the talents necessary but needs a sup- on the issue. This approach follows the 
portive community. To suggest that advice given by the late Harold O.J. 
somehow what Northern Michigan is Brown at an ecumenical gathering in 
doing violates episcopacy forgets that 1995. In his lecture, the renowned pro
episcopacy in the life of the church has fessor said we tend to analyze things 
been everything from the prince-bishop from the perspective of "this or that." 
of the Middle Ages to a bishop in the His advice was to think instead in 
Irish church who was under the abbot tenns of "this and that." I have found 
of the monastery. his approach both irenic and practical. 

Finally, to fault the bishop-elect In most people's minds, Christianity 
because he practices Buddhist medita- and Buddhism belong to worlds apart. 
tion is to not understand who he is. He The theism of the one and the atheism 
has made it plain that he is an "absolute of the other are regarded as a cleavage 
Christian" but that Buddhist practices beyond repair. However, we must keep 
have helped him to understand the suf- in mind that while Christianity is a reli
fering of the world. gion and not a philosophy, Buddhism is 

Unlike TLC, I think the consecration a religious philosophy or a philosophi
of Kevin Thew Forrester should be con- cal religion. In Buddhism, the distinc
finned by bishops and standing com- tion between philosophy and religion 
mittees. His willingness to explore the is lost. 
wide dimensions of spirituality and What Christianity and Buddhism 
Northern Michigan's willingness to mostly share is the ethical ground on 
explore new models of ministry are which they stand. Jesus said, "Treat 
needed by the House of Bishops and other people exactly as you would like 
the church at large. to be treated by them - this is the 

essence of all true religion" [Matt. 7:12] 
The Rev. Canon Car!,son Gerdau is the (J. B. Phillips translation). The Buddha 
former canon to the Presiding Bishop. said, "Let no one deceive another, let 

The Buddhist 
Influence 
By Federico Serra-Lima 

One of the blessings of embarking 
on a new venture is that it usually cre
ates a wave of criticism. I call it a bless-

no one anywhere despise another , let 
no one out of anger or resentment wish 
suffering on anyone at all . .. So within 
yourself let grow a boundless love for 
all creatures" (Buddha's Discourse on 
Good Will). The words are different, 
but the shining truth is the same. Love 
and compassion are the guiding lights 
of both Christianity and Buddhism. 

What about the question of God's 



this is the essence of all true religion" [Matt 7:12] (J.B. Phillips translation). 

existence? Doesn't that bespeak a fun
damental incompatibility, an insur
mountable antagonism? Some years 
ago, I heard a journalist ask the Dalai 
Lama point blank: "Do you believe in 
God?" His reply was, "We do not 
believe in an external God." Coming to 
think of it, St. Ignatius Loyola does not 
believe in an external God either. The 
whole teaching of his Spiritual Exer
cises is based on "finding God in all 
things, and all things in God." Since 
God is to be found in all things, God is 
external to no thing. The Lord himself, 
in Jeremiah 23:24, declares , "Do not I 
fill heaven and earth (i.e., the entire uni
verse)?" He who thinks that God is an 
external supreme being must do so at 
his own peril . We may speak of a per
sonal God, but not of an external One. 

Rather than incompatibility , there is 
affinity between Christianity and Bud
dhism. Thomas Merton, after having a 
long meeting with Zen Buddhist mas
ter D. T. Suzuki, wrote in his diary that 
the experien ce was like having a family 
conversation , the likes of which he had 
not had in quite some time . 

The Society for Buddhist-Christian 
Studies, comprised of pra cticing Chris
tians and practicing Buddhists , has 
been active for a number of years . The 
University of Hawaii Press has pub
lished about 28 volumes of its work. 

Thomas Ryan, in his book , Prayer of 
Heart and Body , mentions that Joseph 
Cardinal Ratzinger (now Pope Bene
dict XVI) once was asked about the 
value that Zen Buddhism, transcenden
tal meditation , and yoga might have for 
Christians. His response was published 
in L'Osservatore Romarw in January 
1990 under the heading, "A Letter to 
the Bishops of the Catholic Church on 
Some Aspects of Christian Medita
tion": "The majority of the great reli
gions which have sought union with 
God in prayer have also pointed out 
ways to achieve it. Just as the 'Catholic 
Church rejects nothing of what is true 
and holy in these religions' (Vatican II's 
Decree on Non-Christians , No. 2), nei
ther should these ways be rejected out 
of hand simply because they are not 
Christian. On the contrary, one can 
take from them what is useful as long 

as the Christian conception of prayer, 
its logic and requirements are never 
obscured." 

Robert Thurman, of Columbia Uni
versity and member of the Society for 
Buddhist-Christian Studies, writes that 
the Dalai Lama, when giving lectures 
about Buddhism, always tells those 
who are non-Buddhists not to convert 
to Buddhism. "Rather, he cautions, 
they should take whatever they learn 
and use anything that seems good to 
them to enhance their original tradi
tion , thereby remaining integrated with 
their families, communities, and local 
customs, perhaps even enriching their 
own traditions." The present pope and 
the Dalai Lama concur that Christian
ity and Buddhism have valuable gifts to 
exchange. 

Buddhism can prove a wise com
panion on the journey toward the 
unknown destination, and instrumen
tal in reaching a safe harbor (provided 

that the compass is the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and not some new 
man-made gospel). The wise com
panion , by simply being there, would 
allow us to offer that most excellent 
gift of caritas, without which nothing 
has value. 

What must be avoided is reinventing 
the Church by syncretizing two distinct 
traditions at the expense of Christian
ity. We cannot afford to jettison the 
precious heritage of carefully crafted 
theological and liturgical treasures 
accumulated through the centuries 
- the enlightened work of a myriad 
Christian hearts and minds . God for
bid! 

The Rev. Federico Serra-Lima, SSC, is 
a retired priest of the Diocese of 
Albany. He lives in Out Chatham, N. Y 

The Reader's Viewpoint article does not 
necessarily represent the editorial opinion of 
THE L1v1NG CHURCH or its board of directors. 

Opportunities for Clergy 

ii SEWANEE '1··1 SUMMER 2009 
THEUNIVERSITYOFTHESOUTH ,·· .. SEWANEE TENNESSEE 

THE SCHOOL OF THEOWGY '· ' 

ADVANCED DEGREES PROGRAM 
D.Min. ■ S.T.M. ■ S.T.M. in Anglican Studies 
June 24-July 25 
Guest Lecture July 13: The Rev. Dr. William Willimon, Bishop, 

United Methodist Church (North Alabama) 
Advanced Degrees Program Faculty: 
The Rev. Thomas R. Ward Jr., University of the South 
The Rev. Dr. James F. Turrell, University of the South 
The Rev. Dr. William F. Brosend, University of the South 
Dr. Lauren F. Winner, Duke University 
Dr. Kevin A. Wilson, Merrimack College 

ANGLICAN HERITAGE AND SPIRITUALITY TOUR (3 credits) 
May 29-June 9 

HOLY LAND PASTORAL RENEWAL PILGRIMAGE 
Oct. 13-27 

·········································"················ .. ···· ... ---···················· ........................................... . 

Visit us at http:/ /theology.sewanee.edu 
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1Jiscovery! 
A three-day glimpse 

into the consecrated life 
of Anglican Sisters 

offered by the 
Community of St. Mary, 
Greenwich, New York 

August I 3 - I 8, 2009 
(Thursday Vespers through Monday Breakfast) 

Open to women between the ages of 19 
and 45. Free to serious Inquirers • . 
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~odiy. /earn,.-.J and oble 

Un~tantling liturgkal worship in 
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Founding member of the Associ3tion of lneological Schools 
and 1he Turonto School of Theology . fcdcrnlcd with 

rhe Universily of Toronto 

AL·ccss to all the rcsourtts or TST and 1hc riche st 1hcological 
curriculum available anywhere 

Modcraie luilion rees. 
financial aid available for full-time and part-time s1udy 

Mas1er of Divinil y. Master of lncolog ical S1odies . 
Doctor of Theology. olher degrees 

On -campus h1)using available for singles and families 

Trinity College. Faculty of Divinity 
6 Hoskin A\'enue 

Toronto , ON M5S IH8 
416-978-2 nJ 

www .1rini1y.utomnt o .ca/Divlnily 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Sinful Perspective 
I find Daniel Muth's description of Bathsheba 

quite offensive in his article, "David Learns a Les
son" [TLC, March 29). 

Regarding her behavior toward David, who 
voyeuristically spied on her in the bath , then dis
covered that she was married and had her 
brought to him anyway, and then had intercourse 
with her, he states, "It is not recorded whether 
she resists." He considers briefly whether or not 
she could resist the most powerful man in her 
universe , but then adds to the insult: "More 

DAVID LEARNS A LESSON 

God'spf0pl,-g:ro,,,r..i, ~ and wi$1110br liktall!twothHl\&lionl, 'nw y ha<?l)r..,, 
.. -1•1anS•thtf .,.. ~1Dbo-.havi113God""""'•~"',dha~•fflll,,d 
1~oncl\>ft111"91an,d~ . Dtll- . WV!Su...-lcir,g ....... __,,, 
..,~ -. .,..,chal•1oi,..~..,.dw~ 

A11ho<'8hitb11CMli<>cl"t"i1Md.ollhouf!l1llltllillfwlll1UU....,._onll>tin , WI· 
lnalhflr-•9"1dtffltMcllheir~-~GodO-IMf~ 
~Y""'tJ.~"'Saul.wllofaa. 10appndalfWliinlwkniothiiolltallnn.i.+V1tVW 
difft ,....1 callin,oCS.,,....aandti miJIJl'l'd n/llvkingltllpandlnohnnnrdff,IIJ,.liff, 

Da,i d m madoe klllt! Md unites Ibo peopl,, and allhouKI! he lo unwonh y IQ btiUd 1M 
LortlGoo a ltl'llpl•btt-lul han& art' lllO~d,h f ls pmmlM<la!IOfl"''ho..ul 
,:o,apj,,1• !hill~ WOl'k. David bri ..p J)l'&l't 10 hil kl,ig<iofil. whidl ~ - nr 
.,.,,...,.. , .. itoool\ffl~i,, INl rallffl.....td,IMlbattlt-ll~cfUTWd""l"l,twhtre 
Waw;Q°Pt,'Np91n,lll\oldol111luO. >'ld"""'no1~,. rorff'Wl1,... l'ffflllPll l,e ia 
Jin,lll! wnlt AIM'lwturiMelnhb . ingdon,.IM,G,,.hl,,~drawa;::,;.!:.!: 

likely, she is an ambitious woman with no objection to trading up husbands." 
I am shocked that such non-biblical, eisegetical, misogynistic, and patriarchal 

sentiment would get past the editor. THE LMNG CHURCH perpetuates the worst 
myth about sexual violence : If the victim didn't resist enough, then it wasn't 
rape. But I fear the headline on the series confirms this flawed, sinful perspec 
tive: "The Murderer and the Harlot." Yes, David murders Bathsheba 's husband 
to cover his offense , but there is nothing in the scripture to suggest that 
Bathsheba is a harlot. St. Matthew brought her dignity, and every survivor of 
sexual violence, by including her in the genealogy of Jesus . Sadly, TLC has 
insulted her again. She deserves better. 

Not the First 
An article [TLC, March 22] stated 

that there had been , until recent times , 
no provisional bishops in The Episco
pal Church since before the Civil War. 
I do not believe this is correct. 

My grandfather, the Rt. Rev. Herman 
Page, retired Bishop of Michigan, was 
appointed provisional bishop of the 
Diocese of Northern Michigan in 1940 
and served until his death in 1942. His 
job was to raise funds to replace those 
missing from the diocesan trust funds, 
and bring life to the various parishes 
and missions. His death came only a 
couple of months before the diocese 
was able to elect a regular full-time 
bishop to serve, and to continue to 
rebuild trust in the diocese. 

(The Rev.) Herman Page 
St. David's Church 

Topeka Kan. 

Steve Waring's article on provi
sional bishops states that, until 
recently , there were only two such , 
both before the Civil War. There is, 
however, a 20th-century example , and 

(The Rev.) Timothy B. Safford 
Christ Church 

Philad elphia , Pa. 

it involves another controversial elec
tion in Northern Michigan. In 1930, the 
diocese , then called Marquette , 
elected Hayward Ablewhite in a con
tentious process that included fist 
fights on the floor of convention. 
Bishop Ablewhite was deposed in 
1939 following a financial scandal, and 
Herman Page, the retired Bishop of 
Michigan, was appointed provisional 
bishop, serving as such from 1940 to 
1942. 

The other leading candidate in 1930 
was the Rev. Clark Attridge, then rec
tor in Houghton, Mich., and later rec
tor of Incarnation , Detroit. He had 
been given a pectoral cross in advance 
by a parishioner who expected him to 
be elected. He kept it tucked away for 
33 years, and gave it to Walter Klein at 
the time of his election as Bishop 
Coadjutor of Northern Indiana in 
1963. 

Incidentally, Bishop Herbert Dono
van reports he had the title "provi
sional bishop" when he served 
Chicago in 1998-99, following Bishop 
Griswold's resignation to become P.B. 

(The Rev.) Lawrence Crumb 
Eugene, Ore. 



Still a Sin? 
Last month the Presiding Bishop vis

ited the convention of the Diocese of 
West Tennessee. One day she gra
ciously presided over a two-hour Q
and-A session . She fielded many 
questions, and in my estimation some 
of the questions received non-answers. 
One such question I asked as follows: 

I was raised in the Presbyterian 
Church, where I was taught that forni
cation is a sin. Fifty-seven years ago my 
wife and I were confirmed in an Epis
copal Church that was teaching the 
same thing. My biblical concordan ce 
lists the word "fornication" 43 times , 
and each listing with a meaning of being 
sinful . My question is who and on 
whose authority determined that the 
church no longer consider fornication 
to be sinful? One point I failed to 
include is the fact that I believe one's 
sexual orientation is immaterial, but 
our Lord is concerned with what we do 
with our various orientations. Scripture 
speaks plainly about that. All I got from 
the P.B. was a non-answer . Perhaps a 
TLC reader can provide an answer . 

(The Rev.) John C. Sterli ng 
Lake/,and, Tenn. 

Misguided Clergy 
"Nothing disturbs me more than when 

I see ministers, priests, and rabbis who 
are involved in interfaith dialogue, listen
ing to imams say that Islam is a peaceful 
religion that has been hijacked by radi
cals . They cannot imagine that someone 
can look them straight in the eye and lie. 
They accept what they hear at face value 
and are deceived . In their ignorance , 
they support the spread of Islamic prac
tices and culture in the West, and do so 
in the name of tolerance, understanding , 
and multiculturalism. 

"In February 2008, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury said, 'The adoption of cer
tain aspects of Sharia law in the United 
Kingdom seems unavoidable.' 

"We now have the head of the Church 
of England himself calling for the 
advancement of Islam in Britain." -
Brigitte Gabriel from her book, They 
Must Be Swpped. 

(The Rev .) Donald H. Langl,ois 
Chandler, Ariz . 

Resources for Baptismal Living 
■ Congregational Renewal 
■ Vestry Training/ Retreats 
■ Baptismal Preparation 
■ Lenten Studies 
■ Churches in Transition 
Using the baptism covenant this book examines 
what is involved in a partnership with God. 
Author Nancy Ann McLaughlin holds degrees 

in ministry and congregational development. 
She is an educator and advisor and is available 
for spiritual retreats or speaking engagements. 

4-Clergy Discount 

♦ Guaranteed Dates 

Only $15.00 

888-ReloCenter (888-735-6236) 
Ask for a clergy moving specialist and discover 

why thousands of churches, clergy and seminarians have 
relied on us for nearly two decades. 

♦ Up To 3 Estimates 

♦ Major Van Lines www.clergyrelocation.com 
email: info@clergyrelocation.com 

Calling all Evangelicals in the Episcopal Church 

We are Evangelicals, which is to say that we accept the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the word of God 
written, and the final authority for all matters of faith, life and 
worship. 

We invite other Evangelicals who intend to stay in the Episcopal 
Church, clergy and lay, to join us for a day offellowship and 
encouragement, and to consider how we can support each other in our 
faith, and encourage Biblical ministry and witness in our Church. 

9.30 am - 3 pm, Saturday May 23rd, at Virginia Theological Seminary 

Speakers 

Robert Prichard 

Please join us
Mario Gonzalez (St Matthew's Richmond) 
Robert Prichard (Virginia Theological Seminary ) 

Jerry Smith 

Jerry Smith (St Bartholomew's Nashville, formerly of Trinity Episcopal School 
for Ministry ) 

Philip Wainwright (St Peter 's Pittsburgh , formerly of Th e Episcopal Evangelical 

Journal) . 

For more information or to register, please call Philip Wainwright at 
412-884-5225. Rooms are available at the Seminary for those attending 

this event. Call Jim Palmer at 703-461-1854 to reserve a room. 
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Are you reading 
a borrowed copy of 
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LIVING CHURCH 
weeks or even months 

after it's published? 
Now's your chance to receive your own 
copy of the only national, independent 
weekly magazine serving the Episcopal 
Church. 

You can count on us to deliver the news, 
features and commentary to keep you 
informed and enlightened. 

And best of all, 

we'll send 
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directly to you 
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Order with MCNISA 
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NEWS 

Abortion Rights Group Affiliation Defended 
The member of the national Execu

tive Council who drafted and urged 
passage of a resolution to affiliate The 
Episcopal Church with the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
(RCRC) has asked the diocesan coun
cil of Central Florida to nullify a reso
lution disassociating from the 
abortion rights organization. 

In a letter sent March 16 to the Rt. 
Rev. John W. Howe, Bishop of Central 
Florida, John Vanderstar, of Arlington, 
Va., said he understood that Episco
palians hold varying political positions 
on the morality, legality, and necessity 
of abortion, and that "this is a sensi
tive subject for many people. But the 
board's harsh language with regard to 
RCRC is neither fair nor accurate. 
Moreover, the action of the council 
was squarely supported by positions 

adopted by General Convention that 
date back some 40 years." 

Accompanying Mr. Vanderstar's let
ter were several documents which he 
said provided a more balanced view of 
the subject "than is reflected in the 
quoted remarks of your diocesan 
board," and he urged Bishop Howe to 
share the information with the mem
bers of the diocesan council. 

In his reply to Mr. Vanderstar, 
Bishop Howe said he had not initiated 
the board's resolution to disassociate 
from the RCRC, but that he fully sup
ported it. 

"I am, frankly, deeply embarrassed 
that the Executive Council adopted 
this affiliation in the first place," 
Bishop Howe said. He added that he 
would share the documents Mr. Van
derstar had included with his letter. 

Four Nominees for South Dakota Bishop Coadjutor 
The Diocese of South Dakota 

announced a slate of four candidates 
for the election of a bishop coadjutor. 

The election is scheduled for May 9. 
Because the election falls within 120 
days of the start of the General Con
vention, the bishop-elect will need to 
receive consents from a majority of 
diocesan deputations and bishops 
with jurisdiction. 

The candidates are the Rev. Douglas 
Robert Dunn, rector, St. Luke's 

Church and High Plains Regional Mis
sioner, Denver, Colo; the Rev. John F. 
Floberg, canon missioner, Standing 
Rock Reservation, Bismarck, N.D.; the 
Rev. Peter A.R. Stebinger, rector, 
Christ Church, Bethany, Conn.; and 
the Rev. John T. Tarrant, rector, Trin
ity, Pierre, S.D. 

The Rt. Rev. Creighton Robertson, 
Bishop of South Dakota since 1994, 
previously announced his intention to 
resign no later than Dec. 31, 2009. 

Report in Blue Book Warns of Long-Term Decline 
(Continued from page 10) 

over this issue, 40 percent indicated 
that some people left, and 18 percent 
indicated that some people withheld 
funds," the committee report states. 

The report states that among the 
most enlightening insights gained 
from the survey is the skewed age 
structure of The Episcopal Church. 
The report noted that The Episcopal 
Church has an average 19,000 more 
deaths per year than births , a figure 
which is comparable to the loss of an 
entire diocese every year. 

"Despite these trends of decline, 
about 50 percent of 'cradle Episco
palians' are being retained. Detailed 
analysis of our survey data suggests 

that The Episcopal Church does 
make up for some of its losses 
through 'transfers in' - although not 
nearly at the same rate as in the his
toric past," the report notes. 

The ongoing tension and loss of 
membership has caused what the 
report describes as an "alarming" 
increase in the number of congrega
tions reporting financial difficulty. In 
2005, 44 percent of congregations 
reported experiencing some degree 
of financial difficulty. By 2008 the fig
ure had increased to 68 percent. Only 
one domestic diocese, South Car
olina, reported growth in active mem
bers and communicants in good 
standing between 2003 and 2007. 
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Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, (right) participates in an interfaith dialogue in Omaha 
March 27. Also participating are: Rabbi Peter Knobel of Beth Emet Synagogue, Evanston, Ill.; Ingrid 
Mattson, president of the Islamic Society of North America, and Mark Pel, moderator. 

Nebraska Initiative Engages Three Faiths 
More than 1,100 persons from three 

different faiths attended a dinner, wor
ship service, and conversation on 
peace in Omaha, Neb., on March 27. 

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori was one of the panel discus
sion members for the event, which 
was titled "Dinner in Abraham's Tent: 
Conversations on Peace." The event, 
which was also broadcast via internet, 
included three different worship serv
ices held in succession: Evening 
Prayer from the Book of Common 
Prayer, Shabbat, which is the Jewish 
Sabbath worship service, and Salat al 
Asr, Muslim prayers of the afternoon. 

"The moderated conversation 
among three brilliant faith leaders was 
enlightening and filled with relevant 

insights," said Bob Freeman, president 
of the Tri-Faith Initiative. "Attendees 
at the worship service had the unique 
opportunity to experience in 55 min
utes all three faiths' separate 
approaches to worship God - and the 
similarities were striking to many peo
ple. In all, this was a very positive step 
on our path of fostering understanding 
and respect among Jews, Christians 
and Muslims." 

The event is one aspect of a more 
ambitious plan to construct three 
houses of worship on a single 30-acre 
campus which would also include an 
interfaith center. Funds already have 
been pledged for purchase of land, 
according to Nancy Kirk, executive 
director of the Tri Faith Initiative. 

Quincy Diocese Asks Judge to Clarify Rights to Funds 
The Diocese of Quincy has asked 

the circuit court of Illinois in Quincy 
to issue a declaratory judgment, clari
fying the rights of the diocese to hold 
and manage its endowment funds now 
that it is no longer part of The Episco
pal Church. 

"We hoped from the beginning to 
avoid any legal action," said the Rev. 
John Spencer, president of Quincy's 
standing committee. "We want people 
to understand this is not a typical 'law 
suit.' We're not trying to take property 
away from anyone. We're simply try
ing to protect the property of our dio
cese and local churches which we 
believe legally - and morally - belong 
to the people of those churches, and 
to our historic diocese that has 
existed since 1877." 

The petition was filed in March after 
a series of legal actions by the leader
ship of The Episcopal Church that 
began soon after the annual synod 
voted in November to leave The Epis-

copal Church. In January, lawyers for 
The Episcopal Church successfully 
convinced the diocese's investment 
bank to freeze its assets. In February, 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori wrote to members of the 
Quincy standing committee to inform 
them that she no longer recognized 
them as officers. Bishop Jefferts 
Schori was scheduled to convene a 
special reorganizing synod in Peoria 
on April 4. 

"It was clear that a lawsuit was 
heading our way," Fr. Spencer said. 
"From suits they have filed elsewhere, 
we know Episcopal Church leaders 
will start by trying to seize our funds 
and eventually try to take our 
churches." 

Relying largely on its "Dennis 
Canon," The Episcopal Church main
tains that individuals are free to join 
or leave the church at will, but con
gregations and dioceses are bound in 
perpetuity to the denomination. 

The UMD Episcopal/Anglican Campus 
Minisn-y is now accepting applications for 
our Christian Residence . Housing is 
available at the Episcopal Student Center 
Residence (1 block from campus ) for 
Summer and Fall 2009. 
Applicants should be full-time under
graduate or graduate students. You do 
not need to be a Religious Studies major. 
For a desc1iption and application, contact 

the chaplain, Fr. Peter Antoci 
at pantoci@umd.edu 

or call (301) 405-8453 

Got Vestments? 
Got Stained Glass? 

Got Music? 
Advertise in the TLC 

Liturgical Arts & Music Issue 
MAY17 

CLOSE: 4/17 FINAL AD DUE: 4/21 

tparker@livingchurch.org 
(414) 276-5420 ext. 16 

THE MISSION BOOKSTORE ,,,-,,.,.=.:-.,, OF NASHOTAH HOUSE 
AN EPISCOPAL SEMINARY 

2777 MISSION ROAD 
NASHOTAH, WI 53058-9793 

Most books seen in The Living Church are available. 
Ask about clergy and church discounts. 

(262) 646-6529 

SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
OF CLEMENCY 

Continuous Novena daily at 5.45pm 
Send your prayer requests to 

Canon Gordon Reid 
S.Clement's Church, 2013 Appletree St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
www.s-clements.org 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

WANTED 

ALTAR EDITION MISSALS WANTED: Episcopal 
priest in search of large altar editions of The Anglican 
Missal (American Edition) and The American Missal for 
my personal library and for liturgical use. 
Please contact Fr. Richard Robyn at (917) 658-6314 or 
rick.robyn@usa.net. 

BOOKS 

ANGLICAN BIBLIOPOLE: theological booksellers. 
Saratoga Springs, NY. (518) 587-7470. 

AnglicanBk@aol.com/www.AnglicanBooks.klink.net 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal 
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond.Virginia. 
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at festllags@aol.com, 

CHURCH CHAIR RE-RUSHING AVAILABLE! New 
service from R. Geissler, Inc. For more information, 
please call (800) 862-3159 or e-mail: rgchairs@aol.com. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY: 
School of Theology of Sewanee: the University of the 
South: Education for Ministry , an adult Christian educa
tion program equipping 8,000 lay members of the Episco
pal Church and other denominations for their ministries. is 
seeking a director. EfM is an integral part of the School of 
Theology of Sewanee: the University of the South. The 
new director will be an experienced and passionate leader 
in the church"s educational mission, collaborative and 
visionary in leadership. an enthusiastic missionary and 
prudent overseer, a person of prayer and deep Christian 
faith. She/he will have had personal contact with the EfM 
program and understand its character and mission. The 
director leads and oversees every aspect of EfM. includ
ing planning, development. revision of materials, promo
tion, and administration. He or she will implement EfM's 
forthcoming strategic plan, supervising the EfM staff at 
Sewanee , overseeing a budget of more than $3 million, 
fostering the national and international network of volun
teer mentors. trainers, and coordinators. and cultivating 
new ways to extend EfM 's mission through technology 
and into new markets. Depending on qualifications. the 
director will have faculty status and teach at the School of 
Theology. The director will report to the Dean of the 
School of Theology. Salary will be commensurate with 
experience and qualifications. The position's start date is 
flexible, but should not be after October I, 2009. 

The University of the South, an institution of the Episco
pal Church . comprises a selective liberal arts college in 
addition to the School of Theology. The university is situ
ated on a 13 .000-acre expanse of forested campus. 

The university provides equal employment opportunity to 
all employees and applicants for employment. No person 
shall be discriminated against in employment because of 
race, color. sex. age, national origin, sexual orientation, 
disability, veteran's status, or religion (except for those 
positions in the School of Theology and the chaplain's 
office where religious affiliation is a necessary qualifica
tion). Eligibility for employment at the university is con
tingent upon satisfactory completion of a background 
investigation. 

A letter of application. a full curriculum vitae, and at least 
three letters of reference should be sent directly to: The 
Rev. Dr. William S. Stafford, Dean, The School of The
ology, University of the South, 335 Tennessee Ave., 
Sewanee, TN 37383-0001. The position will remain open 
until it is filled, but applications received by May 1, 
2009, will be assured of full consideration. 
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POSITIONS OFFERED 

PART-TIME PRIEST: Christ Church, Harlan, KY, 
offers a priest a long-term, part-time position with very 
nice home and stipend. Lovely, peaceful mountains with a 
faithful, friendly congregation. 
E-mail: shawndavisky@gmail.com. 

FULL-TIME RECTOR FOR PASTORAL-SIZED 
PARISH: Christ Church, /than, in Villanova, PA, is seek
ing an energetic leader to inspire us, teach us and help us to 
grow. Christ Church is a family-oriented church with a vari
ety of age groups. Average Sunday attendance is about I 00. 
There is a small church school and daily nursery school. A 
mid-week Mass with Bible study. We are in the midst of sev
eral universities including Villanova. Please visit our web 
site at www.christchurchithan.org for more information or 
send resume and cover letter to parish administrator Ms. 
Nancy McLaughlin, c/o Christ Church, !than, 536 Con
estoga Rd., Villanova, PA 19085 

SCHOLARSHIP 
SCHOLARSHIP: Episcopal Campus Ministry at Purdue 
will offer one $1,000 scholarship to a qualified Episcopal 
first-year student enrolling at Purdue fall 2009. E-mail us at 
sheep@goodshep.org to receive an application. 

TRAVEL/ PILGRIMAGES 

CLERGY OR LAY LEADERS, interested in seeing the 
world for FREE? England, Greece, Turkey , the Holy 
Land, Ethiopia, and more! Contact Journeys Unlimited. 
E-mail journeys@groupist.com or call 800-486-8359 
ext 205, 206, or 208. Visit www.groupist.com. 

Worldwide Pilgrimage Ministries is a fully accredited travel 
ministry that arranges adult, youth and choir spiritual jour
neys to Israel, Turkey, Greece, Italy, England, France, Spain, 
Scotland, Ireland and South Africa. We offer a full range of 
cruises. Phone: 1-800-260-5!04; E-mail: wwpil3@aol.com; 
Website: www.worldwidepilgrimage.com. 

VOCATIONS 

Is the Religious Life for You? If you are single, male, and 
interested in living a traditional Benedictine life, write to: 
Vocations, St. Joseph Monastery, 114 Live Oak Dr., 
Natchez, MS 39120; visit www.osbms.org ; or e-mail 
info@osbms.org for more information. 

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED, 
PRINT OR ONLINE, 

CONTACT AMBER MUMA AT 
amber@livlngchurch.org 
(414) 276-5420 ext. 12 

MORE CLASSIFIEDS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

www .livin gc h urc h .org 

PEOPLE & PLACES 

Appointments 
The Rev. Lynn Orville is priest-in-charge of 

St. Clement's, 103 Clinton St., Greenville, PA 
16125. 

The Rev. Siobhan Patterson is rector of 
Christ Church, 824 Fairmont Ave., Fairmont, 
WV 26554-5138. 

The Rev. Michele Quinn-Miscal is rector of 
St. Joseph's, 11202 W Jewell Ave., Lakewood, 
co 80232-6140. 

The Rev. Glenna Reed is rector of St. Luke's, 
Baltimore, and vicar of Holy Nativity, Balti
more, MD; add: PO Box 20596, Baltimore, MD 
21223-0596. 

The Very Rev. Joy Rogers is dean of St. 
James' Cathedral, 65 E Huron St., Chicago, IL 
60611-3728. 

The Rev. Bonnie Spencer is rector of St. 
Paul's, 1208 W Elizabeth St., Fort Collins, CO 
80521-4509. 

The Rev. Robert D. Taliaferro is rector of St. 
Peter's, PO Box 3751, Amarillo, TX 79116-3751. 

The Rev. Dina van Klaveren is priest-in
charge of St. Andrew's, PO Box 52, Glenwood, 
MD 21738-0052. 

Ordinations 

Deacons 

Arkansas - John Drymon, deacon-in
charge, St. Paul's, PO Box 2255, Batesville, AR 
72503-2255; Allan Mccaslin, Holy Cross, 209 
Park Dr., West Memphis, AR 72301-3055; Jim 
McDonald, St. Andrew's, 511 Coley Dr., Moun
tain Horne, AR 72653; Jesse Perkins, St. Mark's, 
531 W College Ave., Jonesboro, AR 72401-4984. 

Texas - Phyllis Colleen Hartman, Tracie G. 
Middleton, Pat R. Ritchie, JoAnn Tomberlin, Bar
bara A. Van Black. 

Western North Carolina - Barbara Burns, 
Melissa Eggers, Marilyn Walters. 

Deaths 
The Rev. William Senter 111, priest of 

the Diocese of Mississippi, died Feb. 11 
in Jackson, MS, of cancer. He was 73. 

Fr. Senter was a native of Chattanooga, 
TN. He was a graduate of the University of 
the South and Bexley Hall Divinity School. 
Following his ordination to the diaconate in 
1961 and to the priesthood in 1962, he was 
priest-in-charge of St. Colurnba's, Bristol, 
TN, 1962-68; priest-in-charge of Epiphany, 
Lebanon, TN, 1968-84; rector of Grace, Can
ton, MS, 1984-94; and vicar of Good Shep
herd, Terry, MS, 1994-2000. He served 
several congregations in recent years. He 
was active in youth ministry in the Diocese 
of Tennessee and in leadership training for 
Province 4. Fr. Senter is survived by his 
wife, Linda; a daughter, Lydia; a son, Matt; 
and a grandson. 

Next week ... 

The Blue Book 
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Church Directory 

AVERY, CA 
ST. CLARE OF ASSISI Hwy 4 and Sheep Ranch Rd. 
The Rev. Marlin Leonard Bowman, r 
Sun Eu 9 (sung-Rite 1 ); HD anno . 

SAN DIEGO, CA 
ALL SAINTS' Sixth & Pennsylvania Ave. 
Website: www.allsaintschurch .org (619) 298-7729 
Fr. Tony Noble, SSC 
Sun 8 (Low), 10 (High); Daily Mass : Tues 12; Wed 9:30; 
Thurs 7 & 6; Fri 9:30; Sat 9 

HONOLULU, HI 
ST. MARK'S www.stmarkshonolulu.org (808) 732-2333 
539 Kapahulu Ave. (#13 Bus end of line from Waikiki) 
Sun Low Mass 7, High Mass 9; MWF 8 

CHICAGO, IL 
ASCENSION 1133 N. LaSalle Blvd. at Elm 
www.ascensionchicago.org (312) 664-1271 
Sisters of St. Anne (312) 642-3638 
The Rev. Gary P. Fertig, r; the Rev. Kurt Olson 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung) 11 (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, E&B 
4 (1S, Oct-May) Daily: MP 6:40 (ex Sun) Masses 7, 6:20 
(Wed), 10 (Sat); EP M-S 6. Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6, Sun 10:30-
10:50 Rosary 9:30 Sat 

RIVERSIDE, IL (CHICAGO WEST SUBURBAN) 

ST. PAUL'S PARISH 60 Akenside Rd. 
www.stpaulsparish.org (708) 447-1604 
The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser, r; the Rev. Richard R. Daly, 
SSC, parochial vicar; the Rev. Canon Albert W. Y. Mensah, asst. 
Sat Vigil Mass 5, Sun Masses 8:30 (Solemn) & 10 (Sung) 
Wkdy Eu Tues 7, Wed 7, Fri 10:30. Sacrament of Reconcilia
tion 1st Sat 4-4:30 & by appt. , Rosary 4th Tues 8:45 , /1/C 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL (504) 895-6602 
2919 St. Charles Ave. 
On the street car line at the corner of 6th St. 
Website : www.cccnola.org 
The Very Rev. David duPlantier, dean 
Sun Mass 7:30 (1928), 10 (Choral H Eu), 6 (Rite II). Daily Mass: 
M-F 12:15. Sat 9:30 

NEWARK, NJ 
GRACE CHURCH 950 Broad St., at Federal Sq. 
Website: www.gracechurchinnewark.org 
The Rev. J. Carr Holland Ill, r 
Sun Masses 8 & 10 (Sung); Mon-Fri 12:10 

PASSAIC, NJ 
ST. JOHN'S Lafayette and Passaic Avenues 
Website: www.stjohnschurchpassaicnj.org (973) 779-0966 
The Rev. William C. Thiele, r frthiele@gmail.com 
Sun Low Mass 8, Sung Mass 10:30, HD anno. 

RED BANK, NJ 
TRINITY CHURCH 
Website : www.TrinityRedBank.org 
The Rev. Christopher Rodriguez , r 

65 W. Front St. 

Sun Masses 8 & 10:15 (Sung), MP and EP Daily 

NEW YORK, NY 
PARISH OF TRINITY CHURCH 
The Rev. Canon James H. Cooper, D. Min., r 
The Rev. Canon Anne Mallonee, v 
(212) 602-0800 

Watch & hear our services and concerts on the Web 
www.trinitywallstreet.org 

TRINITY Broadway at Wall Street 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11:15. Mon-Fri MP 8:15, H Eu 12:05, EP5:15. 
Open Sun 7-4 ; Mon-Fri 7-6; Sat 8-4 

ST. PAUL'S Broadway at Fulton 
The Rev. Canon James H. Cooper, D. Min. , r 
Sun H Eu 8, 10. Mon-Sat Prayer Service 12:30 
Open Sun 7-4; Mon-Sat 10-6 

WELLSBORO, PA 
ST. PAUL'S 
Website: www.stpaulswellsboro.org 
The Rev. Canon Gregory P. Hinton 
Sat Eu 7, Sun Eu 8, 1 O; Wed H Eu 12 

(570) 724-4771 

CHURCH DIRECTORY KEY 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
218 Ashley Ave. (843) 722-2024 
Website: www.holycom.org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson, r; the Rev. Dan Clarke, c; the Rev. 
Patrick Allen, assoc 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Solemn High) 

DALLAS,TX 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 
The Rev. Will Brown , r 
Best little choir in Texas! 
Sun Mass 8:30 & 10:30 (Sung) 
Call (214) 528-3855 for daily masses . 

MILWAUKEE, WI 

4052 Herschel Ave. 

ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau Ave. www.ascathedral.org 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

LUTHERAN 

BORON,CA 
RESURRECTION Sr. Citizens Ctr . 20 Mule Team Rd. 
Sun Eu 8 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE CHURCH K and Inyo Streets 
The Rev. William R. Hampton, STS 
Sun Eu 10 

(909) 989-3317 

To place a church directory 

contact Amber Muma at 
amber@tlvingchurch.org 

Light face type denotes AM , bold face PM: add , address : anno , announced : A-C , Ante-Communion : appt., appointment: B, Benediction ; C, Confes

sions: Cho, Choral: Ch S. Church School ; CP, Contemplative/Centering Prayer: c, curate : d , deacon, d.r.e., director of religious education : EP, Evening 

Prayer: Eu, Eucharist: Ev, Evensong: ex, except ; l S, l st Sunday; hol, holiday : HC, Holy Communion: HD, Holy Days; HS, Healing Service ; HU, Holy Unction: 

Instr, Instructions: Int, Intercessions: LOH, Laying On of Hands; Lit, Litany: Mat, Matins ; MP. Morning Prayer: P, Penance; r, rector : r-em, rector emeritus: Ser, 

Sermon: Sol, Solemn : SD, Spiritual Direction: Sta, Stations: V, Vespers: v, vicar ; YA Young Adult; YPF, Young People's Fellowship. A/C , air-conditioned : H/A 

handicapped accessible . 
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General Seminary educates and forms leaders for the church in a changing 

world. Join the General Seminary community this summer and you'll discover 

a vibrant welcoming community with an Episcopal heritage that actively 

engages contemporary issues. You'll study with an outstanding faculty and 

become a part of the daily worship that undergirds all we do. Deepen your 

spirituality. Grow in theological understanding. And enjoy all the summer 

cultural opportunities the Big Apple has to offer - right at your doorstep. 

Summer Course Offerings 
on the Seminary's beautiful NYC campus 

IN THE BEGINNING: 
CREATION TRADITIONS IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 
May 26-29, 2009, Prof. Robert Owens 

A study of the various biblical texts reflecting a 
belief in God's creation of the world , compared 
with creation concepts of surrounding cultures . 

ELEMENTARY 
NEWTESTAMENT GREEK 
Begins May 21, 2009, Prof. Deirdre Good 

An introduction to the language utilizing 
asynchronous distance learning. 

SPIRITUALITY FOR MINISTRY 
June 8-12, 2009 , Prof. Jonathan Linman 

CONTEMPLATIVE 
LISTENING AND GUIDANCE 
June 1-5, 2009, Adjunct Prof. David Keller. 

Using personal prayer to discern 
the presence of God in the midst of 
the chaos of today's world. 

READINGS IN THE 
SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
June I 5-26, 2009, Adjunct Prof. Katherine Kurs. 

Exploring the process of spiritual 
search, formation, and commitment 
through spiritual autobiography. 

An exploration of devotional practices for sustain- For more information contact the Admissions 
ing the life of faith and the practice of ministry. Office at (212) 243-5150 or visit www.gts.edu. 


