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The 2006 General 
Convention of The 

Episcopal Church 
adopted a resolution 

that urged all 
bishops and church 

leaders to get 
training in the 
spirituality and 

methodology of 
faith-based 

reconciliation. 

This is such training. 

This training will turn our attention away from the 
internal conflicts which have long pre-occupied The 
Episcopal Church, and focus on conflict in the 
Middle East, particularly the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

Three great faith traditions trace their spiritual roots 
to Abraham. All three regard Israel/Palestine as "the 
Holy Land.11 All three share the 11Abrahamic 
mandate" of tikkun o/am: To heal, repair and 
transform the world. But all too often, instead of 
healing, these religious traditions have been used to 
dominate, oppress, and justify conflict. 

Hope for the future lies in the faithful of all three 
Abrahamic traditions helping one another to 
rediscover and reclaim their mutual vocation to heal 
and transform the world. 

As Episcopalians, we have a special calling and many 
gifts to contribute to the cause of peace, both in 
our own sphere and in the Holy Land. But as a 
church, we have yet to fully embrace these gifts. 
This conference will explore and develop these gifts, 
and consider ways we as a church can apply our 
gifts to healing this region and its wounded peoples. 

To Register and for more inforrnation. visit www.reconcilers.net 
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SUNDAY'S READINGS 

The Great Reversal 
"Adam, a type of the one to come" (Rom. 5:14) 

/✓,~ The First Sunday in Lent, Feb. 10, 2008 
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BCP: Gen. 2:4b-9, 15-17, 25-3:7; Psalm 51 or 51:1-13; Rom. 5:12-19 (20-21); 
Matt. 4:1-11 
RCL: Gen. 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Rom. 5:12-19; Matt. 4:1-11 

These passages give us two tempta­
tions, a lament, and an interpretation. 
None of these makes for light read­
ing. The interpretation by Paul at 
least gives us a slight advantage since 
its allusions go in both directions -
to the temptation and defeat of Adam 
and Eve, and to the temptation and 
dominion of Jesus. 

In fact Paul seems to realize how we 
can be overwhelmed by the events. 
He hands us several comparisons. By 
these we can make sense of the heavy 
theological content of the temptation 
accounts. The pairs are: Adam and 
Jesus, the voice of Satan and the voice 
of God, death and life, sin and right­
eousness, weakness and dominion, 
condemnation and justification. Just 
seeing the comparisons moves us 
closer to grasping the import. 

The first comparison is Adam and 
Christ. Adam, Paul reminds us, is a 
type of the one to come. Jesus came 
just like Adam ... but not quite. 
Human, yes, just like Adam. Able to 
be tempted? Of course. If not, he 
would not be just like Adam, and us. 
But if he is to save us, he has to be 
like us - except without sin. 

The temptations present the diver-

Look It Up 

gence. Would Adam trust God? Would 
Jesus trust the voice he heard at his 
baptism a few days earlier? Adam and 
Eve heard, "Did God really say ... " 
Jesus heard a similar line: ''If you are 
the Son of God ... " 

Adam's disobedience brought con­
sequences to us all. Milton expresses 
the results poignantly in Paradise 
Lost. "Earth felt the wound, and 
nature from her seat/sighing through 
all her works gave signs of woe/that 
all was lost." 

Through the obedience of Jesus 
comes the hope of reversal. As there 
was a stain from Adam's fall that has 
colored all of us in inclination and in 
spiritual death, something else 
spreads from Christ's obedience. 
From Christ's obedience we find a 
fountain of forgiveness and strength 
in our weakness. 

Where is the bridge over which we 
can pass from one to the other? When 
Nathan confronted David on his adul­
tery, David sought such a bridge. In 
his lamentation over his sin and his 
humble honesty about his sinfulness, 
he found the way to the Father. 
"Have mercy, purge me, create in me, 
cast me not away, sustain me ... " 

Dust off your collection of John Milton and read Book IX of Paradise Lost . 
He's almost as good as Paul in his interpretation. 

Think About It 
In the light of Christ's temptations, what are the opportunities and what are 

the limitations of the Millennium Development Goals? 

Next Sunday 
The Second Sunday in Lent (Year A), Feb. 17, 2008 
BCP: Genesis 12:1-8; Psalm 33:12-22; Romans 4:1-5 (6-12), 13-17; John 3:1-17 
RCL: Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 



BOOKS 

The Sage from Galilee 
Rediscovering Jesus' Genius 
By David Flusser with Steven Notley. Eerd­

mans. Pp. 191 $20. ISBN 978-0-8026-2587-2 . 

It is practically impossible to 
remain up-to-date with the books 
about Jesus on both the practical and 
academic levels that have been pub­
lished in the first eight yea.rs of thi 
new century. They proliferate in ways 
that would make rabbits blush! 

There a.re books asking if Jesus was 
a Pharisee or a rabbi, and there a.re 
books (still) that endeavor to make 
the point that Jesus never lived. And 
there is everything in between. Jesus 
has been ma.de a peasant by some, and 
any claims to messia.hship have been 
stripped a.way by others. Some have 
approached Jesus to remove all the 
miraculous , and others have vilified 
anyone who does not "take the Bible 
literally." We have "misquoting Jesus ," 
followed by "misquoting Truth," and it 

seems in the end , many a.re 
just as confused a.bout Jesus 
as before they began. As a 
parish priest , I find people , 
more and more , defaulting to 
the simple and biblical Jesus 
of the gospels, undefiled by 
the accouterments of St. Paul 
or modem Jesus studies. 

David F1usser was a noted 

students , worked with Flusser 
to bring this book to press in 
its fir t edition, and has done a 
remarkable work on this la.test 
edition . Together Flusser and 

otley work with the culture, 
religion, and philology of Sec­
ond Temple Judaism , and offer 
up this extra.ordinary work 
which draws our attention 

and acclaimed academic at Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem. His area of 
expertise was Christianity and Second 
Temple Juda.ism [the period of the 
post-exilic temp le in Jerusalem , the 
period that included the life and times 
of Jesus]. It is noteworthy that Flusser , 
a Jew, would be a professor of Cluisti­
a.nity. And this is the startling and sat­
isfying foundation of this captivat ing 
book on Jesus. [As a matter of fa.ct, the 
first edition of the book was given the 
simple title, Jesus]. The capt ivating 
and renowned professor Steven Not­
ley, one of Flusser's many noteworthy 

again and a.gain. 
Flusser , contrary to much modem 

scholarship, sees Jesus as possessing 
a "high self-awareness." This colors all 
that he is and all that he does and all 
that he says. The gospe l messages, 
rather than being dismissed, 
explained a.way, or spiritualized, a.re 
made to say something real and spe­
cific. They a.re acknowledged as the 
Jewish texts that they indeed a.re in all 
actuality. 

There is no dry academics here. 
There is nothing esoteric and nothing 

(Continued on next page) 

Select Lent and Easter paraments 
are on sale through February 2! 

Act quickl y to take advantage of special savings on 

select Lent and Easter paraments! Now through 

February 2 we're offering some of our most popular 

designs at 10 - 75% savings. With a variety of styles 

to suit your taste and budget , now is a perfect time 

to freshen up parament sets for coming Lent and 

Easter services. 

This year, we're pleased to share 1% of our sale 

proceeds with America's Second Harvest of 

Wisconsin. Don't delay! Our friendly customer 

service representatives are happy to help you with 

your order for handcrafted paraments. 

GASPARD 
I l II R l I I \ 

(800) 784-6868 
200 N. Ja ,ac( Poad Br 0H1eld, Wisconsin 53045 

www.gaspard1nc com • mail agaspardinc.com 
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BOOKS 

(Continued from previous page) 

of super spirituality. There is an open­
ing up of the man Jesus in all his Jew­
ish self-awareness and in all his 
miraculous endeavors. The book cele­
brates that it is possible to indeed 
write a life of Jesus. And this comes 
from the gospels, since, according to 
Flusser, the balance of the New Testa-

ment tells us nothing about the life of 
Jesus. 

This writer finds it refreshing and 
supportive to find such a scholar writ­
ing that the gospel accounts of Jesus 
"are not as untrustworthy as scholars 
today often think," that "the Jesus por­
trayed in the Synoptic Gospels is 
the historical Jesus." 

<New for the Lent and Easter '5eason 

MESSIAH 
The Complete Work 
by GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL 

2-CD set 
John Rutter conducts 
the Cambridge Singers and 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 

Hendrickson Worship introduces a 
new recording of Handel's Messiah, 
from world-renowned conductor 
and composer John Rutter and the 

BARBEDWIRE 
AND THORNS 
A Christian's Reflection 
on Suffering 
LENA MALMGREN 

This is a book for any time when consolation 
is needed or when questions arise about 
suffering and about the meaning oflife. 
Barbed Wire and Thorns explores Jesus and 
His struggle to fulfill His calling, especially 
in His last days. 
$14.95 retail• ISBN 978-1-59856-044-2 
Paper • 232 pages • 5.5 x 8.5 inches 

[\3 Jl~~IµsCf§q~ 

Cambridge Singers. The 2-CD set co N o u c TE o s Y Io H N Ru Tr e R 

includes a 24-page-booklet with the 
text of Messiah, an introduction by John Rutter, session photos, and an eloquent 
history of Messiah written by acclaimed Handel historian Dr. Ruth Smith. 
$24.95 retail • UPC 85384-0001-08-5 • 2-CD set HENDRICKSON 

'l,,vorsfip 
AVAi LABLE TH ROUGH YOUR LOCAL HOOKSTORF. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.HENDRICKSON.COM 
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Flusser writes with incredible confi­
dence, "The message of Jesus was 
never lost." With this we are grasped 
anew to return to the gospel words 
with a new assurance that what we 
have is, for all intents and purposes, 
accurate and applicable. Jesus and his 
Jewishness shine brightly through 
these pages, shining new light on the 
study of the gospel accounts. Church 
school teachers, Bible study leaders, 
and parish priests and preachers will 
have a hot potato in their hands if les­
sons and sermons are prepared with 
the Bible in one hand and Flusser in 
the other. Never in all my years of 
reviewing books have I been so 
enthralled, excited, and empowered 
as I have been with this reintroduction 
of Flusser into my reading repertoire. 

(The Rev.) Jeffrey A Mackey 
Orchard Park, N. Y. 

50 Key Concepts in Theology 
By Hugh Rayment-Pickard. Darton, Long­
man, and Todd. Pp. vi + 170. $10.95. ISBN 
978-0-232-52622-6. 

If you are looking for a 
reliable ready reference 
for such subjects as 
"ecotheology," "negative 
theology," "radical ortho­
doxy," and "theological 
realism," you could do 
much worse than begin 
with Rayment-Pickard's 

50 
KEY CONCEPTS 
IN 

THEOLOGY 

new and exceptionally accessible 
book. Each of the 50 entries consists 
of a short essay in the subject, fol­
lowed by notes on key thinkers in the 
field, and two or three good books for 
those who want to take the subject 
further. 

Rayment-Pickard is clear and to the 
point, and he has fun with the task of 
explaining easily matters that are 
often confusing and difficult. 
Inevitably some entries stand above 
the others (the entry on "atonement" 
is especially good in light of current 
controversies). And equally inevitably 
one has suggestions for improvement. 
The entry on "heresy," though correct, 
misses the observation that heresy 
most often raises its head when there 
is too narrow a focus on some doc-



trine that is orthodox. I have noticed 
only one error of fact: The composer 
John Taverner join ed the Russian , not 
the Greek , Orthodox Church. There is 
a strange and unexplained omission: 
In a book on key concepts in theology, 
there really must be an entry on "res­
urrection." 

But these criticisms are minor com­
pared to Rayment-Pickard's accom­
plishm ent. This book shou ld be in 
every parish library, and in the hands 
of every seminarian. Preachers and 
teachers in congregat ions will also 
find it except ionally useful in their 
tasks. 

(The Very Rev.) Peter Eaton 
Denver, Colo. 

Anglican Spiritual Direction 
2nd Edition 
By Peter Ball. Morehouse. Pp. 136. $22. ISBN 
978-0-8192-2254-1. 

So many Americans 
are ask ing Peggy Lee's 
question from the old 
1950s so ng, "Is that all 
there is?" Spiritual direc­
tio n, along with any­
thing about spir itua lity, 
generates a great deal of 
interest. Cano n Peter 

Ball has spe nt many years in pastoral 
care and retreat work in the Chur ch 
of England. He gives a balanced and 
careful definition of the subject as it 
has flouri shed over the cent uri es in 
the Anglican Chur ch. 

The special contr ibu tion of this 
book to the field of sp iritu al direction 
is its focus on the unique offerings of 
Anglicans in the field. As Cano n Ball 
says in his introductory chapter, 
"Anglican tradition [ of sp iritual direc­
tion is] more like a water co lour, 
painted in man y different tints, some 
of them quite fluid and running into 
eac h other." His definition of sp iri­
tua l dir ect ion is "a relationship 
within which one Christ ian accompa­
ni es anot her along the journey of 
faith towards maturity as a follower 
of Jesus Christ. " 

This edition , 70 pages shorter than 
the first, gives mor e focus on modern 

(Cont inued on next page) 

ST PAUL'S 
CHAPEL 

&: 
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The Episcopal Churc h Fou ndation has a proven 

The Foundation is track -recor d of successful cap ital camp aign service 

the preeminent to the Episcopa l Chur ch. Our Discern-Study-Ask 

provider of capital approach provides a prayerfu l, well-cons idered 
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(Continued from previous page) 

Anglican approaches and develop­
ments in th e growing expertise of 
spiritual direction as a unique pas­
toral skill. It is a survey of English 
historical writings in mystical theol­
ogy bearing upon the pilgrim's jour­
ney to God. There is no new 
synthesis of understanding of the 

Anglican "middle way," but Canon 
Ball gives succinct des criptions of 
the Anglican spiritual classics from 
the middle ages to today. He includes 
brief descriptions of the author of 
The Cloud of Unknowi ng, Julian of 
Norwich, the place of all the editions 
of the Book of Common Prayer in the 
definition and discipline of prayer in 

Wrestling with Angels gathers writings by Rowan Williams - many now 
out of print or otherwise difficult to obtain. It focuses on his insightful 
engagement with a range of modern theologians and philosophers - Hegel. 
Wittgenstein. Barth. Bonhoeffer, Balthasar. Simone Weil. Marilyn McCord 
Adams. and more. 

Key themes explored in this volume include postmodernity, violence, innocence, 
negative theology, divine action, and the nature of historical development in 
theology. Williams ·s powerfully coherent theological vision shines throughout. 
Nowhere else will readers find Williams dialoguing with such a breathtaking 
range of writers. 

ISBN 978-0-8028-2726-5 • 331 pages • paperback • $28.00 

'At ybur ~kst6re, · . PUBLISHING Co. 
_ •• .• or qill s~2.53-rs21 i/. 
. ~ :eerdfuans;com ·· 

•11\\ WM, B. EERDMANS 

\, 7588: . . 2140 oak Industrial Drive'NE 
Grand Rapids, MI -49505 
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the Anglican Church , John Keble , 
Edward Pusey , Edward King, 
Richard Meux Benson , and the Angli­
can revival of the religious life. 

From his experience with the 
organization Spiritual Directors 
International , Canon Ball has added 
information from America , Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand. He has 
given suggestions on what to look for 
in a spiritual director - primarily 
san ctity. 

One of the most valuable sections 
of the book for any pastor or serious 
student of Christian spiritual direc­
tion is the bibliography . While Martin 
Thornton , Kenneth Leech, and Mar­
garet Guenth er remain the leading 
authors in Anglican spiritual direc­
tion, Peter Ball broadens the reader's 
appreciation of the many Anglican 
contributions in following the Chris­
tian Way. 

Heaven 

Mother Miria m, CSM 
Greenwich, N. Y. 

Edited by Roger Ferlo . Seabury. Pp. 212. $15 . 
ISBN 978-1-59627-044-2. 

What would you write 
about heaven , life after 
death , if you were asked 
for an essay? 

This is the question 
given to 24 individuals 
whose essays make up this 
book. Few mention what 
life after death might look 
or feel like. Most discuss moments of 
the in-breaking of something beyond 
current, everyday realities. Some are 
about accomp anying others in their 
dying. One is a near-death experience 
of the writer. Most reject a place of 
judgment, although it is tempting to 
hope that people will come to a 
greater understanding of their actions 
on earth . A few writers doubt that 
there is anything beyond this life but 
are willing to take a chan ce there 
might be. 

The best essays make one laugh in 
recognition of our anxieties and offer 
a vision of hope. Heaven is a thought­
provoking book without easy 
answers. The essays come from poets, 
therapists, pastors , novelists , teachers 



and artists. In the end, the writers 
most often seem to agree with an idea 
in Peter Hawkins' essay, "Astonish me 
0 Lord, and let it be world without 
end." 

(The Rev.) Ann Fontaine 
Lander, Wyo. 

Spiritual Emotions 
A Psychology of Christian Virtues 
By Robert C. Roberts. Eerdmans. Pp. 207. 
$18. ISBN 978-0-8028-2740-1. 

A peek at the Yellow 
Pages under the heading 
of Churches will reveal 
what many churches 
believe ( or wish to) 
about themselves and 
their mission. They 
describe themselves as 
where one can "Feast 

with Jesus" or "Come as you are and 
be transformed ... " or be "relational 
at all costs." A search on the Internet 
will reveal a similar display. A recent 
cover of THE LMNG CHURCH featured 
a church whose outdoor signboard 
included its website, "Seek here" bril­
liantly combining three forms of 
media. 

All of these churches seem to be 
targeting newcomers, while others 
rely primarily on their denomina­
tional affiliation to attract visitors. 

But what goes on in these 
churches? Robert Roberts, Distin­
guished Professor of Ethics at Baylor 
University, begins his analysis of 
Christian virtues by describing his 
family's "church shopping" experi­
ence of visiting a variety of churches 
that ranged from Baptist through 
Christian Reformed to moderately 
Anglo-Catholic Episcopal. The lens 
through which he viewed them was 
how the worship attempted to instill 
basic Christian teachings in the life 
of those attending. He describes the 
church as "God's school of charac­
ter," and his thesis is that emotion 
plays the key role in this incorpora­
tion. Interestingly, despite the fact 
that he seemed to find both the Bap­
tist and Reformed churches more 
effective in this respect than the 

(Continued on page 24) 

THE 2008 STEWARDSHIP CONFERENCE 
APRIL 11 - 12, 2008 KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
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Li ht 
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Are you charged, now or in 
the future, with the success of 
financial ministry goals in your 
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{Witness 
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Deepen your Lenten experience with Episcopal Relief and Development's 2008 Lenten Devotional 
"Seeking to Serve: A Lenten Exploration of the Millennium Development Goals." Daily readings feature 
illustrations and meditations by the Rev. Jay Sidebotham . You are invited to reflect on the simple steps 
you can take to impact 
the lives of people living in poverty worldwide . 

Celebrate February 10, 2008 - Episcopal Relief and 
Development Sunday. The Presiding Bishop has declared that the 
first Sunday in Lent will be Episcopal Relief and Development 
Sunday. All Episcopalians are urged to join in prayer and 
designate a special offering to the Millennium Development Goals 
Inspiration Fund, which fights deadly diseases such as malaria and 
HIV/ AIDS and provides basic health care in communitie s in 
Africa , Asia, Latin America , and the Caribbean. 

Episcopal Relief and Development has many resources to help 
churches plan an Episcopal Relief and Development Sunday 
event. For suggested activities, visit www.er-d.org/erdsunday. 
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NEWS 

Archbishop Unveils Lambeth Goals 
'Difficult to See' How Bislwp Robinson Cou"ld be Invited 

Joined by 30 bishops from 17 
provinc es, Archbishop of Canterbucy 
Rowan Williams announ ced the offi­
cial program for the 2008 Lambeth 
Conference on Jan. 21. 

In his opening remarks, Archbishop 
Williams pointed out that the first 
Lambeth Conference in 1867 was 
called in part in response to "a crisis 
about the limits of diversity allowed in 
the Anglican churches around the 
world ; so there's nothing so very new 
about a Lambeth Conference meeting 
in a climate of some controversy ." 

The archbishop noted that "the very 
fact of the conference shows that we 
have always been willing to look for 
ways of setting our common life on a 
firm basis so that we can act and 

Florida Priest Tapped 
for Financial Literacy Post 

The Rev. Robert V. Lee III, founder 
and chief executive officer of Jack­
sonville, Fla.-based Fresh Ministries, 
was appointed Jan. 22 by President 
Bush to serve on a newly formed Pres­
ident 's Advisory Council on Financial 
Literacy . The council's 19 members 
will work within the Treasury Depart­
ment to "assist the American people in 
understanding and addressing fman­
cial matt ers ." 

Fresh Ministries was founded in 
1989 to help youth and families to 
"grow and thrive in their fan1ily, work, 
civic, and spiritual lives." It became Fr. 
Lee's full-time ministry in 1994. The 
Treasury Department honored Fr. Lee 
and Fresh Ministries in 2005 with the 
Sherman Award for "excellen ce in 
financial education ," citing the organi­
zation's Individual Development 
Account program . Fresh Ministri es 
matches two-to-one the contributions 
of low-income people, enabling them 
to save money for a home, college 
education , or to start a business. 
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serve more effectively in our world." 
He said this year's gathering will focus 
on strengthening the sense of a shared 
Anglican identity among the bishops , 
and helping to equip bishops for mis­
sion. 

"In spite of the painful controver­
sies which have clouded the life of the 
Communion for the last few years, 
there remains a very strong loyalty to 
each other and a desire to stay 
together ," he said , noting that about 
70 percent of bishops invited have 
now registered for the conference. 

'Regional Events' 

Responding to questions after his 
prepared remarks , Archbishop 
Williams noted that the Global Angli­
can Future conference scheduled to 
be held in Jerusalem a month before 
the Lambeth Conference [TLC, Jan. 6] 
was not unique. "Before the last Lam­
beth Conference , and indeed on other 
occasions, there have been major 
international gatherings regionally, or 
in other ways constructed preparing 
for Lambeth, and I am very happy to 
see such regional events going for­
ward," he said . "But I do have real 
concerns that in this case there 
are unresolved concerns for the local 
Church, the Church in Jerusalem, 
which has pinpointed some anxieties 
about having such a conference at this 
time in the Holy Land. I hope that 
those can be addressed ." 

Asked how the conference would 
address the issue of homosexuality, 
Archbishop Willian1s said one day on 
the schedule was reserv ed to consider 
"sexuality questions as they affect the 
ministry of bishops," including a 
report on the listening process from 
the Rev. Canon Phil Groves of the 
Anglican Communion Office. "It [also] 
is inevitably going to be part of the 
conversations informally, day by day 
as people will bring to the conference 
what their anxieties are and what 
their hopes are. There will not be a 

ACNS/James Rosenth al photo 

Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams is 
flanked by his wife, Jane, and bishops and 
guests Jan. 21 after outlining plans for the 
2008 Lambeth Conference. 

resolution on this subject." 
Archbishop Williams reiterated that 

Bishop Gene Robinson of New Hamp­
shire has not been invited "and it's 
proving extremely difficult to see 
under what heading he might be 
invited to be around." Asked whether 
he had considered inviting all bishops , 
including CANA bishops and Bishop 
Robinson , Archbishop Williams said 
he had , but "I thought it best to stick 
fairly closely with what the Windsor 
Report recommends , that we should 
see this as an event for thos e who 
have accepted the general direction of 
the Windsor Report and haven't flown 
in the face of its recommendations." 

Regarding the attendance of San 
Joaquin Bishop John-David Schofield, 
inhibited by the Presiding Bishop last 
month, the archbishop said he is 
"waiting on what comes out of the 
American House of Bishops' discus­
sion of that. It's not something I've got 
a position on yet. At the moment he 
still has an invitation ." 

17ie Anglican Communion News 
Service contributed to this report. 



Around the DIOCESES 

'A New Church' 
Bishop Michael Curry reminded the 

more than 700 clergy and lay leaders 
of the Diocese of North Carolina 
attending diocesan convention that 
the year 2017 will mark the 200th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
the Episcopal Church in North Car­
olina. He noted that after the Revolu­
tionary War, the church was all but 
dead until a group of nine formed 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
1817. "It was not a revival," Bishop 
Curry said. "It was a new church." 

He invited the convention "and our 
entire diocese to commit to working 
to make the face of the Episcopal 
Church in North Carolina reflective of 
the face of the peoples of North Car­
olina in all of our God-given variety 
and diversity by the year 2017. We are 
one Church with one Lord. We need 
each other to do God's work. " 

The diocese formally signed an 
agreement with the Anglican Diocese of 
Botswana during the Jan. 18-19 conven­
tion in Greensboro, establishing a his­
toric companion link between the 
dioceses. The Rt. Rev. Musonda Trevor 
Mwarnba, Bishop of Botswana, was a 
special guest of convention and deliv­
ered an address to delegates that 
stressed the importance of unity among 
Anglicans worldwide. 

Delegates approved a $4.4 mil­
lion budget for mission and min­
istry and passed several resolutions . 
One resolution encourages deputies to 
the General Convention to push for 
legislation that will ensure the "full 
and equal participation of gay and les­
bian persons in all aspects of the 
church's ministry ." It asks for the 

..I 
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Bishop Cuny to convention in North Carolina: 
"We need each other to do God's work." 

drafting of "experimental" public litur­
gies for the blessing of same-sex 
unions in the event such blessings 
should take place, and urges the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury to invite Bishop 
Gene Robinson of New Hampshire to 
attend the 2008 Lambeth Conference. 

Another resolution supports com­
prehensive immigration reform that 
encourages "reasonable" methods to 
permanent residency and opposes 
government action that "unduly 
emphasizes enforcement as the pri­
mary response to immigrants." 
Churches in the diocese are also urged 
to become educated about immigra­
tion reform and to initiate dialogue 
and advocacy for the protection of 
undocumented workers. 

An energy conservation resolution 
urges parishes to conduct annual 
energy audits and determine feasible 

Groups Organize to Oppose Diocesan Departures 
In conjunction with disciplinary 

actions initiated by Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori [TLC, Feb. 3], 
groups in the dioceses of San Joaquin, 
Pittsburgh , and Fort Worth are pro­
ceeding with strategies to oppose plans 
by the dioceses to dissociate from the 
Episcopal Church. 

Having inhibited Bishop John-David 

Schofield of San Joaquin on Jan. 11, 
Bishop Jefferts Schori recently 
appointed the Rev. Canon Bob Moore 
as an 'interim pastoral presence' in the 
diocese. A website maintained by the 
group Remain Episcopal in the Diocese 
of San Joaquin reported that Canon 
Moore embarked on a five-day listening 

(Continued on page 23) 

methods for conserving energy and 
reducing the use of nonrenewable 
fuels. 

Bishop Curry also installed the Rt. 
Rev. William 0. Gregg as Assistant 
Bishop of the diocese, and Beth Crow 
as Youth Missioner for the diocese. 

Sonja Bennett 

Challenging Road 
In preparing for his final formal 

address to the convention of the Dio­
cese of Northwest Texas, Bishop C. Wal­
lis Ohl looked back to the first address 
he gave 10 years earlier. He told dele­
gates and guests gathered at the San 
Angelo Convention Center that he was 
startled by the similarities he found . 

"There is a phrase in that address 
that in myriad ways has proven 
prophetic: 'The road to the future is 
always under construction' ," Bishop 
Ohl said. "Had any of us known in 
1997 how much construction we 
would experience on our road to the 
future , we might have trembled in 
fright and fallen back in fear." 

Bishop Ohl said that four focus 
areas he identified in 1997 remain cen­
tral to the diocese's life: congrega­
tional m1ss10n and ministry 
development, Latino ministry develop­
ment, prison ministry, and the devel­
opment of younger Christians. 

Bishop Ohl outlined the timeline for 
the election of his successor. An elect­
ing convention is scheduled for May 3. 

The closing of Trinity Church, Qua­
nah, founded in 1913, was noted with 
sadness , as was the struggle by many 
smaller congregations to maintain full­
time clergy. Bishop Ohl noted that 
economic challenges have precluded 
every position being filled by a semi­
nary-trained priest, but "blessedly 
many in this diocese have caught on to 
the vision of community ministry." 

Bishop Ohl noted the departure of 
most of the members of St. Nicholas', 
Midland , and Good Shepherd , San 
Angelo, who formed new congrega­
tions affiliated with the Anglican 
Church of Uganda. Holy Trinity, Mid­
land, also has been affected by sub­
stantial losses, he said. 
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Faith Foundations 

Part 1 Authority 
By Hugh C. Edsall 

Editor's Note: Many persons believe The 
Episcopal Church and its partner churches 
in the Anglican Communion do not deliver 
the kind of clear and potent Christianity that 
challenges the theological chaos facing us 
today . That is not true, for Anglicans have a 
solid foundat ion upon which we can build a. 
relationship with the holy God who loves us 
and desires our redemption and our love in 
return. 

During Lent, we will examin e some of the 
bas'ic elements of the faith as practiced by 
Anglicans. The first segment of this six-part 
series looks at authority . 
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FAITH FOUNDATIONS 

Any presentation of elements of the faith 
needs to begin with two urgent questions: 
Does God exist? Is Jesus Christ God in human 
nature? If the answer to either of these ques­
tions is "no," then the existence of churches 
and the practice of the Christian religion is in 
vain. 

Christians, of course, aren't the only ones 
who believe that God exists. Cultural studies 
indicate that over the whole course of 
recorded human history most people have 
believed in some form of deity. God's self-dis­
closure is called "revelation." Because he 
loves us (his creatures most capable of 
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responding to him), God reveals himself to us. 
He reveals hls nature, his plan for our rela­
tionship with him, his love for us, and his 
earnest desire that we love him in return. The 
Christian religion is based entirely on what we 
believe God has revealed about himself from 
the beginning of recorded history. 

John the Baptist very properly asked Jesus, 
"Are you the Christ, or do we look for 
another? (Matt. 11:3). Is Jesus Christ God 
indwelling human nature? If he is not, then 
Christianity is baloney - all of it that isn't 
directly attributable to the moral codes of 
Judaism. The Jewish moral law, exemplified 
by the Ten Commandments and the entire 
Levitical law, already contained every ethical 
or moral commandment Jesus taught. Christi­
anity without Christ is nothing but the best of 
Judaism. 

Jesus and the Father 

The new teachings Jesus presented were 
about himself. Many would like to have Jesus 
as a wonderful ethical teacher, a great exam­
ple of sacrificial heroism, but they deny that 
he was anything more than that. Here are his 
own words: "I and the Father are one" (John 
10:30); "He that has seen me has seen the 
Father " (John 14:9). Jesus was asked at his 
trial, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?" He answered, "I am, and you shall 
see me coming in the clouds with power and 
great glory!" 

Jesus was presented to Pilate for crucifix­
ion for being a blasphemer, because he 
clain1ed to be God. He wasn't crucified for 
preaching the beatitudes , healing the sick on 
the Sabbath day, feeding the 5,000, or even eat­
ing with tax collectors. He was delivered to 
Pilate because of his claim to divinity. 

If the crucifixion had been the end of Jesus , 
we would never have heard of him. (The 
Romans killed many people for various rea­
sons. The Jews stoned many to death.) Maybe 
a religious historian or two would have a note 
about an eccentric ecstatic who thought he 
was divine. But the rest of us would not. There 
would be no churches and no Christians. 

The reason there are billions of Christians 
today is because of the resurre ction. Jesus 
was crucified, and on the third day, he was 
raised from death by the power of God. Jesus 
did not need the resurrection. He could have 
returned to the Father directly from the cross, 
and few of us would blame him for doing just 

that, but it would have left no proof that his 
claims and promises were true, and the Chris­
tian religion would not exist. The resurrection 
was for our benefit, not his, to prove that he is 
who he said, and that his promises are true. 

There were witnesses of the resurrection -
lots of them. St. Paul refers to more than 500 
witnesses at once, and invites his readers to 
go and question them (1 Cor. 15:6). The apos­
tles themselves were the primary witnesses. 
Jesus was with the apostles for a long time 
after the resurrection, and not as some sort of 
misty spirit or mental apparition. He said to 
them, "Behold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself; handle me, and see; for a spirit has 
not flesh and bones as you see that I have" 
(Luke 24:39). 

How do we know it's true? In the Jewish 
religion, truth was valued above everything. 
Emphasis on truth runs the whole length of 
the Old Testament . Jesus emphasized truth 
constantly, and spoke of himself as the Truth 
(John 14:6). The writers of the gospels empha­
sized the importance of truth (John 21:24; 1 
John 1:1-4). Would they have deliberately or 
carelessly lied about something as crucial to 
them as the coming of the promised Messiah 
and the claims he made? Would they have 
done that, knowing that what they said was 
not true or only wishful thinking? Would they 
have died for a lie of their own making? 

Christians believe that God exists, and that 
he is holy, wise, powerful and just. We believe 
that he loves us passionately , forgives our sins, 
and desires our presence with him in joy for­
ever. We believe these things on the basis of 
the self-disclosure he has made through patri­
archs and prophets , and finally through Jesus. 
We further believe that Jesus Christ is pre­
cisely who he said he is - God in human 
form. We believe this because we trust the tes­
timony of the people who were willing to suf­
fer death for the sake of that testimony. We 
believe that Jesus did, and does, have the com­
plete authority to make his promises to those 
who would come to believe. 0 

The Rev. Hugh C. Edsall is a priest of the Dio­
cese of Florida and the author of Whole Chris­
tianity, a book published in 2004, from which 
this series of articles is adapted . To order the 
book, contact the Anglican Bookstore at 1-
800-572- 7929. 

Next week: The scriptures. 

If the crucifixion had 
been the end of Jesus, 
we would never have 
heard of him. 
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The Greenbelt Festival, held annually in Cheltenham, England, has attracted many proponents of the emerging church 
movement. Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams is the festival's patron. (Becky Garrison photo) 

Come and See 
The emerging church movement is an experiential phenomenon 
By Brian Grantz 

The emerging church movement 
has been described as a network of 
mostly evangelical, mostly Gen-X 
leaders who are exploring what it 
means to follow Jesus and "be church" 
in a post-modern society. Author 
Becky Garrison explores the move­
ment and its impact in her new book 
Rising From the Ashes: Rethinking 
Church, a compilation of interviews 
with international worship leaders. 

In discussing her book and the 
movement with Ms. Garrison, I noted 
that the emerging church movement 
isn't an institution, nor is it a particu­
lar pattern of worship, so what are its 
defining characteristics? She said that 
Brian McLaren, founding pastor of 
Cedar Ridge Community Church, 
Spencerville, Md., has reflected that 
the emerging church "is not simply a 
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new model or style of 'doing church.' 
It's a complex and multifaceted con­
versation among Christian leaders 
about what it means to be followers of 
Jesus in these complex and changing 
and exciting times ." 

The movement seems to defy tradi­
tional boundaries, Ms. Garrison said. 
"For example, at one workshop , I was 
struck by the synergy of how a largely 
evangelical crowd interacted with 
keynote speakers like Bishop N.T. 
Wright and Franciscan priest Richard 
Rohr." 

Ms. Garrison again pointed to Pastor 
McLaren for context in order to to 
explain what the emerging church is 
emerging from. "He has noted that in 
one sense, the Church has always been 
emerging," she said, "starting from the 
Book of Acts when the Church emerged 
from mono-cultural Judaism to become 
a multi-cultural faith community. 

"The second part of the question is, 
Where is the Church emerging to?," 
Ms. Garrison said. "Sociologist and 
church historian Diana Butler Bass 
has said she finds vitality and 
growth in those mainline churches 
who are mining the resources of their 
tradition while tapping into a global 
spirit that infuses religion, politics and 
the culture at large, transcending 
organizations and individuals." 

Ms. Garrison expounded on the 
idea, presented in her book, that the 
emerging church is substantively dif­
ferent from the institutional icono­
clasm characteristic of the 1960s. She 
said that "while a component of the 
emerging church has morphed into a 
marketing phenomenon replete with 
services geared to attract the coveted 
young adult demographic, the interna­
tional emerging church scene portrays 
a more inclusive picture of what it 



means to be followers of the risen 
Christ in the 21st century." 

Given that element of transcen­
dence that Ms. Butler Bass cited , I 
asked Ms. Garrison how the continu ­
ity of the faith is expressed in the 

I. 

Ms. Garrison: 
The movement 
"portr ays ... 
what it means 
to be followers 
of the risen 
Christ in the 
21st century." 

emerging chur ch. 
What is the natur e 
of the "bathwater " 
being thrown out , 
and does the "baby" 
left behind look like 
Jesus? She pointed 
to a commentary 
from Phyllis Tickle, 
former religion edi­
tor for Publis hers 
Weekly, that about 
every five hundred 
years , the Chur ch 
feels compelled to 
have a "giant rum­
mage sale ." Ms. 
Tickles observes 
that "during the last 

Reformation five hundred years ago, 
Protestantism took over hegemony. 
But Roman Catholicism did not die. It 
just had to drop back and reconfigure. 
Each time a 'rummage sale ' has hap­
pened, whatever was in place simply 
gets crack ed into smaller pieces , and 
then it picks itself up and reconfig­
ures ." 

While classical Anglicanism seems 
to be a favorable environment for the 
emerging church expression, Ms. Gar­
rison and I discussed how there also 
seem s to be some tension inherent 
between contextual worship arising 
from the community and the Book of 
Common Prayer, not to mention Epis­
copal hierarchy and institutional 
expectations. Lex orandi, lex cre­
dendi speaks to the essential nature of 
the liturgy to shape belief. While rec­
ognizing the need for liturgy to con­
nect with the people in profound ways 
- and acknowledged that it often 
does not - the idea of liturgy arising 
primarily from context can easily turn 
into lex credendi, lex orandi, which 
can lead to idiosyncratic faith . Asked 
how emerging church proponents 
might deal with that tension, Ms. Gar-

Rising from the Ashes 
Rethinking Church 
By Becky Garrison. Seabury . Pp. 177. 

$18. ISBN 978-1596270626. 

In the early 1990s, a crisis was 
brewing in the institutional 

format and organized by conver­
sational threads, the book pro­
vides a survey of the broad range 
of thought and practice described 
as "emergent." Some of the partic­
ipants in this conversation are 
Anglican , some are mainstream 

church. A change was 
coming , but what 
church would look like 
when the dust settled 
could not be predicted. 
Since then, the com­
munications revolu­
tion has changed the 

RISING 

evangelicals, and some 
are at the fringes seek­
ing to find new expres­
sions of the faith 
outside of the institu­
tional church. By, 
design, the author's 
voice is heard, with 
few exceptions, only 
in the questions asked, 
allowing those who 

FROM THE 

ASHES 

manner and mode of 
our interaction. The 
challenge facing the 
Church today is 

BEC KY G A RRI SON 

enabling leaders to share Jesus in 
ways that make sense in this new 
landscape. This is where the 
emerging church conversation 
begins. 

There are many questions I 
have longed to ask the leaders of 
the emerging church movement 
simply to learn more about the 
thoughts, hopes, motivations and 
intentions of this new expression 
of the Christian faith . In Ris ing 
from the Ashes, Becky Garrison 
undertakes that work in earnest, 
asking relevant and insightful 
questions of many emerging 
church leaders from several faith 
traditions . 

Written in question and answer 

rison recommends first-hand experi­
ence . 

"I would suggest that readers come 
and experience what's happening 
within Anglican emergent communi­
ties in England," she said. She pointed 
to the Greenbelt Festival, now in its 
fourth decade as an international 
Christian music and arts festival with 
a strong social justice focus. Proost , a 
collaborative effort of artists , offers 
creative resources such as music , 
movies and liturgi es that help fuel 
faith. She also recommended the 

respond to speak for 
themselves directly to the reader . 
The transitions between these 
often disparate voices can be jar­
ring, and because excerpts from 
these interviews and dialogues 
are presented without comment, 
it is tempting to assume that the 
author believes all ideas to be of 
equal merit , which is not the case. 

Like the emerging church 
movement itself, Ris ing from the 
Ashes is intended to encourag e 
readers to think and question and, 
above all, engage in conversation 
about future expressions of the 
Christian faith, both within and 
beyond its institutional struc­
tures . 

(The Rev.) Brian Grantz 

workshops and emersion cours es 
offered by Karen Ward, abbess of the 
Seattle-based Church of the Apostles, 
and the congregation's Praxis Mission 
Center. 

"Interest ed clergy and lay leaders 
also can che ck out Anglimergent 
(www.anglimergent.org), an online 
forum forming for Anglicans inter­
est ed in incorporating emerging 
church insights ," she said. 0 

The Rev. Bri an Grantz is rector of 
Christ Church, Slidell, La. 
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GUEST COLUMN 

Did You Know ... 
A recent survey by LifeWay 

Research found that 44% 

of adults who do not 
attend church agreed with 

the statement "Christians 
get on my nerves." 

Quote of the Week 
Swami Sarvadevananda, 

of the Vedanta Society of 

Southern California, on 

Los Angeles Bishop J. Jon 

Bruno's recent commitment 
to renounce evangelizing to 

Hindus: "By declaring that 

there will be no more 
proselytizing, the bishop 

has opened a new door of 

understanding." 

Responding to Change 
Who has changed the rules? We are told by 

the Global South that it is the church in North 
America. Its leaders tell us that the Canadians 
and the Americans have changed the rules 
and need to be brought back into line with the 
truth. 

Attending a recent ordination, I listened 
carefully as the Oath of Conformity was read 
and signed - I found it to be especially inter­
esting in the current climate. It was the same 
as when I took it almost 40 years ago. " .. .I do 
solemnly engage to conform to the doc­
trine, discipline and worship of the Epis­
copal Church." What particularly struck 
me was that this oath is not a limited 
promise. We do not pledge to conform for 
a specific period of time, nor for only as long 
as the doctrine, discipline and worship of the 
church remains what we want it to be. 

Those who have studied church history 
know that over the life of the church, doc­
trine, discipline and worship have not stayed 
stagnant. Elements and expansions have 
changed, emphases are different, and some 
parts of our belief system have been sup­
planted by other understandings. Most of us 
would not want to return to the days when 
the Anglican liturgy was in Latin; nor to a time 
when Morning Prayer was thought to be the 
appropriate primary service for Sunday morn­
ing. Not many of us would wish to return to 
the pre-Constantinian days when people 
refrained from baptism as they believed one 
could not sin after baptism and still be saved. 

But whether we wish to return to that, or 
any other past understanding, the plain and 
simple truth is that bishops, priests and dea­
cons have taken a solemn oath "to conform to 
the doctrine, discipline and worship of the 
Episcopal Church." Not as they used to be 
understood, and not as I might want them to 
be, but as they are and as they change and 
modify over the course of my life and min­
istry. We vow to conform to what this church, 
through its internal processes, establishes as 
the doctrine, discipline and worship of The 
Episcopal Church, knowing that as things 
have changed and evolved in the past, they 
will continue to change and evolve in the 
present and future. 

That does not mean we are held hostage if 
we do not accept changes to doctrine, disci­
pline and worship. We always have the right 

to revoke our oath, surrender our ordination 
or membership, and to find a new body to 
join. I understand it is a difficult decision to 
leave - but it is an honest one. To try to main­
tain that "the church has left us and therefore 
we are really the church," with all the rights 
and privileges pertaining there unto, is a 
stilted and unrealistic argument. 

I find presumptuous the assertion that 
those who choose to leave have the right to 
take with them the congregation, funds, or 

properties that have existed and been held in 
trust for The Episcopal Church. If I as a mem­
ber of the Elks, and do not like the program, 
bylaws, or changed priorities of the Elks, I 
can choose to join Kiwanis, and perhaps even 
convince some friends to join with me. But 
few would argue that I have an inherent right 
to leave the Order of Elks but keep the Elks 
Lodge and bring it and the treasury with me to 
my new affiliation. 

Another anomaly in the current debate is 
that the Anglican/Episcopal Church has 
always been a geographical entity- with dio­
ceses and parishes defined by geographic ter­
ritory. Each has specific boundaries, and 
rights within those boundaries. 

A friend does not like the high taxes of his 
home state of New York, though he loves the 
geography. So he has proposed that his county 
end its affiliation with New York and affiliate 
instead with Montana because of its lower 
taxes. Most of us would laugh at the idea that 
a county in New York could "leave" that terri­
tory and become part of another geographic 
entity called Montana. And yet we have this 
current idea of parishes and dioceses affiliat­
ing with extra-territorial churches being taken 
seriously by primates in other churches of the 
Anglican Communion that are also geographi­
cally based. All of this causes me to ask, Who 
really has changed the rules? 

Our guest columnist is the Rev. Donald B. 
Hill, rector of Trinity Church, Greece, and 
priest-in-charge of St. George's, Hilton, 
NY., and editor of Living Water for the Dio­
cese of Rochester. 

16 THE LIVING CHURCH · FEBRUARY IO. 2008 



EDITORIALS 

Committed to Teaching 
THE LIVING CHURCH magazine has always considered education a part 

of its mission , and a teaching ministry is clearly stated in the Founda­
tion's commitment to "the historic teaching of the undivided Catholic 
Church" [TLC, Jan. 6]. 

"In these days when religious faith is being severely shaken, it is well 
to consider how great a part faith plays in all life. Our Christianity should 
keep our faith burning brightly all through life." So wrote the Rev. 
Granville Taylor in this magazine in 1934, and his words obviously ring 
just as true today. 

As part of that ongoing commitment, we are pleased to introduce in 
this issue the first installment of a six-part series called Faith Founda-
tions. The purpose of this series is to provide a concise examination of FAITH FOUNDATIONS 
some of the basic elements of our faith as understood and practiced by 
Anglicans throughout the centuries, beginning with the issue of author-
ity. Articles in the weeks ahead will examine the scriptures, the sacra-
ments , the creed, the liturgy, and the prayer book. These articles have 
been adapted by the Rev. Hugh Edsall based on his book Whole Christi-
anity , which we commend to readers looking for a solid introduction to 
the tenets of the Christian faith. 

For more than a decade, the secular and religious media have been 
filled with surveys and reports about the great spiritual hunger of seek­
ers in their 20s and younger. In interviews, "millennials," as they are 
sometimes called, often express a longing for a faith with authenticity , 
one that offers them encounters with God. We pray that by sharing the 
storehouse of solid theology that is the foundation of classical Anglican­
ism, we will be connecting this generation of seekers - and all of us who 
can benefit from these spiritual treasures - to a pathway to encounter 
the living Christ . 

The Discipline of Reading 
Many people will begin their Lenten observance this week by identify­

ing a practice that will help them center their hearts and minds more 
fully on Jesus and his sacrifice. We are pleased to present our annual 
Lent Book Issue in recognition of the fact that selecting one or more 
books for spiritual reading during this season has traditionally been a 
popular and fruitful exercise for Christians. 

In this issue , readers will find reviews and advertising highlighting a 
wide range of interesting new offerings. Included are collections of med­
itations organized for daily reflection, as well as books that take a more 
intensive look at Jesus' life, his example in the face of suffering, and 
ways that young children may gain an appr eciation for the actions of 
penitence and reconciliation. While serving as aids to private devotion, 
many of these titles lend themselves to discussion by a parish book club 
or other small group, or in an adult Christian education forum setting. 

In addition to these books , we again commend to our readers the dis­
cipline of praying the Daily Office, in community if possible, and regular 
attendance at the Holy Eucharist. Taken together, the word and sacra­
ment will sustain, comfort and may even surprise us as we respond to 
Christ's invitation to metanoia. 
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READER'S VIEWPOINT 

Once a Bishop, Always a Bishop 

Ordination confers an indelible character whose authenticity 
doesn't depend upon the canons. 

By John Heidt 

What is going to happen to the Bishop 
of San Joaquin now that the Presiding 
Bishop has decided that by becoming 
affiliated with the Province of the South­
ern Cone he should be deposed for 
"abandoning the communion of this 
church" [TLC, Feb. 3]? What about the 
bishops of those other dioceses that 
may do the same? Does that mean that 
they will no longer be bishops, unable to 
confirm your children or ordain your 
laity to the diaconate or priesthood? Will 
they no longer be able to bless you and 
absolve you from your sins, or celebrate 
the Holy Eucharist? 

Kevin Kallsen/AngLican TV photo 

These bishops certainly won't be able 
to do these things in The Episcopal 
Church (TEC). Like any religious soci­
ety, TEC has the right and ability to 
decide who its clergy are and what they 
can do, including who it recognizes as 

Bishop John-David Schofield of San Joaquin . 

its bishops. But those bishops whom it does 
not recognize will still be bishops, because they 
were not ordained bishops of The Episcopal 
Church but of the whole Catholic Church 
throughout the world. 

Every bishop's certificate of consecration 
begins with these awesome words: "To all the 
faithful in Christ Jesus throughout the world, 
greetings ," and then proclaims to the world 
that a duly ordained priest has been ordained 
and consecrated "into the sacred office of a 
bishop in the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church of God," according to the prescribed 
order of The Episcopal Church and in con­
formity with its canons. 

They are ordained in confom1ity with the 
canons of The Episcopal Church, but the 
authenticity of their orders does not depend 
upon those canons. The divisions within 
catholic Christendom must not trap us into 
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believing that The Episcopal Church has 
absolute and universal authority either by con­
stituting the whole church of God, or by being 
a totally self-governing denomination. Our 
bishops ordain other bishops according to the 
rules of The Episcopal Church, but they do so 
as apostolic representatives of the whole 
Catholic Church throughout the world. And 
those they ordain, though specifically author­
ized to function in The Episcopal Church, are 
likewise ordained bishops of that same 
Catholic Church. 

Once a bishop, always a bishop. What has 
been done can never be undone. The Church of 
England 's Canon C. l, sec.2, explicitly agrees 
with the rest of Catholic tradition in this 
regard: "No person who has been admitted to 
the order of bishop, priest, or deacon can ever 
be divested of the character of his order," 
though he may be deprived or deposed from 



The Reader 's Viewpoint article does not necessar ily represent the editorial opinion of THE LIVING CHURCH or its board of directors . 

exercising it. The Episcopal Church accepts 
the same principle in practice by providing for 
the restoration of someone under the discipline 
of susp ension , inhibition, or deposition without 
requiring re-ordination (Canon IV.13). Like bap­
tism and confirmation , ordination seals some­
one permanently with the seal of the Holy 
Spirit, or to use similar language common in 
Western theology and in our Anglican formula­
ries , it confers an indelible character . 

Commenting on John 17:19, Andre Feuillet 
points out, "The consecration the 
apostles receive marks them forever ; 
a merely temporary consecration 

Anglican Communion accepting both the ordi­
nations and depositions of every bishop in 
every particular province . But those days are 
gone forever now that we have gone ahead and 
ordained bishops that many Anglican 
provinces could not accept , either because 
they are women or, more recently, because he 
is a practicing homosexual. 

The Presiding Bishop cannot have it both 
ways. Either she must step down because other 
Anglican provinces such as the Southern Cone 

would not really assimilate a man to 
the eternal priest of the new 
covenant. " This he suggests is the 
meaning of John 's phrase "consecra­
tion in truth, " as distinguished from 
the temporary institutions of the Old 
Testament (The Priesthood of Christ 
and His Ministers, Doubleday and 

The Bishop of San Joaquin or any other bishop 

placed under inhibition or deposition will still 

remain a bishop. 

Co., 1975, pp. 125-6). 
Referring to St. Paul (Rom. 11:29 

and 2 Tim. 2:13), Max Thurian points out that 
the "gifts and choice of God are irreversible .. . 
God is faithful despite the possible infidelities 
of His ministers. " And he adds: "Christian tra­
dition is fully justified in holding the pastoral 
ministry to be a lifelong commitment and in 
speaking of the permanent chara cter given the 
minist er at his ordination" (Priesthood and 
Ministry , Taize, 1970, p. 256). 

If a bishop is deposed for "abandoning the 
communion of this church," then "this church" 
must surely refer to our particular province 
over which we have a rightful control , and not 
to any other provinces of the Catholic Church 
for which he was also ordained . Is that perhaps 
why the Presiding Bishop does not seem to be 
bother ed that Bishop Jeffr ey Steenson and oth­
ers are "abandoning the communion of this 
church" for the Roman Catholic Church, but 
seems very upset about bishops and parishes 
"abandoning the communion of this church" 
for some other province in the Anglican Com­
munion, even so far as being willing to sell our 
property to Roman Catholics or Methodists or 
anyone else except Anglicans? 

Surely she does not believe that our particu­
lar province can control the whole Anglican 
Communion. Perhaps she is just suffering from 
pangs of nostalgia, harking back to those rela­
tively pea ceful days when we could count on 
the Roman church to refuse to accept any of 
our bishops as true apostolic bishops and the 

cannot accept her as a bishop, or else she must 
face the fact that all other provinces are free to 
accept or reject as bishops in good standing 
every bishop ordained by TEC even if TEC 
should depose them . 

The Bishop of San Joaquin or any oth er 
bishop placed under inhibition or deposition 
will still remain a bishop. And there is nothing 
schismatic or uncooperative or even un-Angli­
can for the people of their dioceses or for any 
foreign province to accept their episcopal min­
istrations , even if TEC cannot. 

Bishops under discipline in TEC should be 
"released " from the exercise of their ord ers 
rather than treated as though they have been 
deprived of them. We need a time of jubilee , 
not of recrimination , in which our national 
province stops using canon laws to enslave 
clergy and lay people in new doctrinal posi­
tions they cannot accept. Instead of crying out 
"peace, peace, when there is no peac e," let us 
cry out to our mitered pharaohs , "In the name 
of Christ and of His Church , 'Let my people 
go!"' D 

The Rev. Canon John Heidt is canon theolo­
gian to the Bishop of Fort Worth. 
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LETTERS 

The Rev. Thomas Fraser introduced one of the most novel ways of under­
standing "Catholic Anglican" that I have ever read [TLC, Jan. 6]. Such inno­
vation stretches beyond what it means to be Anglican. 

Why would we define ourselves primarily in terms of relationship to the 
See of Canterbury? If this is what it means to be Anglican, wouldn't it be men­
tioned in the prayer book, Catechism, Arti-
cles of Religion, or an Anglican formulary? 

And where do the "seven councils" fig- I was fine with the 
ure into historic Anglicanism? Article XXI 
(BCP p. 872) says that councils can and do addition of "Catholic" 
err, and even Anglican divine Lancelot 
Andrews wrote of "four councils." until I read what TLC 

The Articles of Religion state that there 
are only two sacraments of the gospel, not means by it. 
seven (Article XXV p. 872), and sacraments 
are "effectual signs of grace" that require 
faithful appropriation to realize grace. To say that sacraments "objectively 
convey salvific grace" is a Roman Catholic ( ex operato) understanding that 
the English Reformation fought against and won. 

Most disturbing is Rev. Fraser's [sic] assertion that "Salvation is a lifelong 
process or journey of justification." Where does he get the idea that justifica­
tion is a journey? A journey is something we do; justification is something 
God does for us because we are unable to do it ourselves. 

I was fine with the addition of "Catholic" until I read what TLC means by it. 
I thought that you meant it in the sense of what we affirm every Sunday in the 
Nicene Creed: the teaching of the universal church, what the prayer book 
calls "the substance of the faith" (p. 9), and what the Bible calls "the faith 
once and for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). TLC obviously endorses a 
new and expanded view. This doesn't seem helpful, especially at such a pre­
carious time in our history. 

The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser 's "Defin­
ing Catholic Anglicanism " editorial 
encouragingly reaffirms several key 
Anglo-Catholic principles and stan­
dards for Christian belief and life. 
They deserve to be embraced deci­
sively by all Episcopalians, but espe­
cially by those who view the 
Anglo-Catholic emphasis as uniquely 
important to the authentic way of 
Anglican Christianity. 

Closely examined , however, these 
principles and standards constitute an 
incomplete and shaky framework. For 
example, the so-called Catholic 
Creeds of the "undivided" Church and 
its seven General Councils have a pre­
cious but limited usage when we rec­
ognize that they address doctrinal 

(The Rev.) Chuck Collins 
Christ Church 

San Antonio, Texas 

issues controverted up to but not 
beyond , at most , the fifth and eighth 
Christian centuries. Large bodies of 
Christians - Nestorians, Armenians , 
Copts, Syrians, for example - had left 
the communion of the Universal 
Church long before the so-called 
Great Schism of the 11th century. 

Has the Church since those times 
been so enfeebled that it could not 
and cannot decide controverted doc­
trinal issues to guide the Lord's flock? 
Has the Holy Spirit deserted the 
Church or become the principle of 
contradiction that pits so many 
church communities against one 
another? 

And what about the holy scriptures? 
Fr. Fraser does not mention what 



Anglicanism and its faithful look to as 
their bedrock standard, the written 
word of God. 

If Episcopalians are to accept Arch­
bishop Fisher's quoted dictum that 
Anglicans have no doctrine of their 
own but only that of the ancient 
Church with its unaltered creeds, then 
on many issues Anglicans have no 
doctrine at all, because many doctri­
nal and moral issues had not arisen 
yet in those early days. The arch­
bishop's words have a solemn and 
authoritative ring, but closely exam­
ined, they amount only to a great beg­
ging of the question. Catholic 
Anglicanism must do better than this. 
(The Rev. Msgr.) Daniel S. Hamilton 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

Lindenhurst, N. Y 

Prayers for Lambeth 
This summer's Lambeth Conference 

will mean more to the worldwide 
Body of Christ than any in centuries 
[The Living Church News Service 
online, Jan. 15]. Christians of all tradi­
tions need to be in fervent, constant 
prayer beginning now. I am convinced 
that this summer's conference will 
impact not only the Anglican Com­
munion, but all who seek to follow 
Christ. His guidance is needed now 
more than ever. 

(The Rev.) Robert A. Crutchfield 
Katy, Texas 

Hospitality Over Tradition 
"Open Communion - Not Yet" by 

Joseph Neiman [TLC, Jan. 13] is very 
well done and persuasive, maybe THE 
LIVING CHURCH's best piece to date on 
the "not yet" side of the question. But 
like creation, the Church evolves. In 
one parish I served, there was an old 
slave balcony upstairs. In my youth we 
had no female acolytes, delegates to 
diocesan convention, priests or bish­
ops - it was unthinkable. There was 
no Communion prior to Confirmation. 
There was no Communion after 
divorce and remarriage. With prayer, 
discussion, enlightenment, and due 
process, the Church evolves. That we 

are discussing Open Communion is 
itself a positive sign. But thank you, 
Fr. Neiman, for an excellent argument, 
even if I am on the other side. At the 
Lord's Supper, welcoming hospitality 
outranks tradition. It will come. 

(The Rev.) Tom Weller 
Panama City, Fla. 

Thriving Cooperatively 
Regarding your two articles about 

the cooperative interracial and inter­
denominational efforts of some Epis­
copal congregations [TLC, Jan 20], I 
was disappointed not to find mention 
of a proven mode of cooperation that 
could be advantageously employed 
today in parts of our fracturing 
church. I refer to what are termed 
Union Churches. 

Just as people of shared faith have 
always done, early immigrants to this 
country would gather together in 
worship; but initially being too few in 
number to build and support 
churches of their own, they would 
build and share churches with other 
congregations that were also too 
small to survive independently (Does 
this sound familiar?) The church 
buildings that arose were owned 
jointly by two Christian congrega­
tions that differed theologically. They 
shared a place of worship, worked 
out scheduling and costs amicably, as 
Christians should, and called their 
own clergy. A surviving - nay, thriv­
ing - example of one such church, 
founded I am pardonably proud to 
say by ancestors of mine, is the Hei­
delberg Lutheran and Heidelberg 
United Church of Christ in Slating­
ton, Pa. 

Even Earlier 

Clinton L. Smith 
La Mesa, Calif 

I grew up in Ohio, a direct descen­
dant of the Rev. James Kilbourne. I 
have read The New Eden, by Berquest 
and Bowers, which speaks about the 
founding of the first Episcopal com­
munity in Worthington, Ohio, in 1803 
and James Kilbourne who founded St. 

(Continued on next page) 
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LETTERS 

(Continu ed from previous page) 

John's , Worthington. As a child I was 
taught that he was the first Episcopal 
minister west of the Allegheny moun ­
tains , having founded Worthington 
and St. John's in 1803, and there is a 
room dedicated to him and his min­
istry at Canterbury Cathedral's Educa­
tion Center. 

He would be a good person for TLC 
to profile. The statement that the first 
chur ch west of the Alleghenies is St. 
Peter's, Ashtabula [TLC, Dec . 30], 
might need to be corrected. 

(Th e Rev .) Mark K.J. Robinson 
Calvary Church 

Stonington , Conn. 

A recent "Did You Know" item indi­
cated that St. Peter's Church , Ashtab­
ula , Ohio, is the oldest regu lar ly 
organized congregation west of the 
Allegheny Mountains. I am not cer ­
tain what co nst itu tes a "regu lar ly 
organized" co ngr egat ion , but the 
Lexington Episcopal Church (now 
Christ Chur ch Cathedral) in Lexing­
ton, Ky., began worshiping as a 
loose ly organized society of Episco­
palians in the ear ly 1790s. By 1813 
they were fully organized and cal led 
their first full-time rector. Chris t 
Chur ch was the first organized parish 
in the Diocese of Kentucky when the 
diocese was organized and covered 
the whole state . This information is 
taken from The Great Elm Tree, by 
Frances Swinford and Rebecca Lee. 

(Th e Rev.) Bruc e W Boss 
Rector, Church of the Nat iv ity 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Moral Relativism 
Evelyn Brush's idea that we should 

simply "agree to disagree" [TLC, Jan . 
20] flies in the face of reason - one of 
the legs of the stool of scripture, tradi­
tion and reason. To take such a posi­
tion , as many Episcopalians do today, 
means that they are unwilling to take 
an abso lute moral stand on an issue , 
be it the issue of homosexuality within 
the chur ch or whether scripture is the 
final authority in making decisions as 
individual Christian s. This is the posi -

tion of moral relativism. By stating 
that "there is no iron set of beliefs in 
our churc h," Ms. Brush shows how 
The Episcopal Church has become 
nothing more than a bunch of liturgi­
cal Unitar ians . 

The late Dr. Francis A Schaeffer 
said, "If there is no absolute beyond 
man 's ideas , then there is no final 
appeal to judge between individuals 
and groups whose moral jud gments 
conflict. We are mere ly left with con­
flicting opinions." These conflict ing 
opinions are the "tension" that 
[Bishop ] Frank Griswo ld used to 
speak of, and which [Presiding 
Bishop] Katharine Jefferts Schori con­
tinues to espo use. It is tension created 
within a Church that has lost its moral 
compass because it no longer believes 
in an abso lute final moral standard of 
right and wrong. Given time, it will 
eventua lly die out due to its irre le­
vance as a moral purveyor of abso lute 
trut h. 

Not Appropriate 

Rob Kir schn er 
Lak eville, Mass. 

In the article about the Bishop of 
Nevada [TLC, Jan . 27], it is reporte d 
he plans revision of the diocesan pol­
icy of same -sex blessings. 

"It is not appropr iate for us to pro­
claim that bless ing without consen­
sus ," Bishop Edwards said . 

Additional ly, it is not appropr iat e 
to perform a same-sex bless ing , 
period. God 's laws and co mmand­
ments cann ot be circumvented by 
man's conse nsus of what is right or 
wrong during a generation. God's 
laws demand that man and woman 
will be blessed in marriage. God com­
mand ed that man shall not lie with 
man as with woman; it is abo mina­
tion . 

Any mention of consensus in con­
trad ict ion , or to circumv ent God's 
laws , commandme nts , and scripture 
is heresy. 

What if, God forbid, in 22 years a 
consensus is taken that approves of 
pedoph ilia, or bestiality ? 

Gary Morrow 
Dahlonega, Ga. 



Virginia AG Sides with Departing Congregations 
Virginia Attorney General Bob 

McDonnell has filed a motion to inter­
vene and a brief in the church property 
litigation involving 11 Virginia congre­
gations where the majority voted to 
leave The Episcopal Church. 

"As a matter of federal constitutional 
law, The Episcopal Chmch is simply 
wrong," Attorney General McConnell 
wrote in his motion to intervene . "The 
Constitution does not require that local 
church property disputes be reso lved 
by deferring to national and regional 
church leaders. " 

According to a Jan. 11 news release 
from the Anglican District of Virginia 
(ADV), Attorney General McConnell's 
defense of the constitutionality of the 
Virginia Division Statute validates the 
position of the 11 churches. The brief 
"directly refutes arguments that were 
made by The Episcopal Church and the 
Diocese of Virginia following the 
November trial," said Jim Oakes, vice 
chaim1an of the ADV. "Virginia has a 
long history of deferring to congrega­
tional contro l of property . The Division 

Statute itself clearly states that major­
ity rule should be tl1e deciding factor in 
deternlining the ownership of church 
property when a group of congrega­
tions has divided from its former 
denomination. 

"The Attorney General noted that the 
interpretation of the Statute by ADV 
lawyers is 'both textually and histori­
cally accurate'," Mr. Oakes continued. 
"We are confident in our legal position 
that the Division Statute is applicable 
in this case and we look forward to the 
reso lution of tllis litigation." 

The trial phase of the case , which is 
being heard by Fairfax County Circuit 
Court Judge Randy Bellows , ended 
Nov. 20 [TLC, Dec. 9]. Lawyers for tl1e 
congregations subnlitted tl1eir closing 
brief by Dec. 21, and the diocese and 
national church responded Jan. 11. 
Judge Bellows asked that the diocese 
and The Episcopal Church respond to 
the Attorney General's motion by Jan. 
17. He has reserved b.ial dates for Oct. 
6-30, 2008, but has not yet ruled on the 
subject to be covered by those dates. 

Groups Organize to Oppose Diocesan Departures 
(Continued from page 11) 

tour of the diocese beginning Jan. 21. 
Shortly after Bishop Jefferts Scho1i 

failed to obtain the necessary consent 
of all tl1ree senior bishops to inhibit 
Bishop Robert Duncan of Pittsburgh , 
who was charged with the same 
offense as Bishop Schofield by the Title 
4 Review Committee, members of Pro­
gressive Episcopalians of Pittsburg h 
(PEP) announced that the organization 

BRIEFLY ... 
The Rt. Rev. Stephen Than Myint Oo 

will be consecrated and enthroned as 
Bishop of Rangoon and the Church of 
the Province of Myanmar's sixth Angli­
can Primate Feb.17 at Holy Trinity 
Cathedral in Yangon. He was elected 
from a field of five nonlinees on Jan. 15 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Yangon, 
Myanmar. Bishop Myint, 50, has served 
as Bishop of Hpa'an since 2005. 

had received tax-exempt status from 
the IRS. This "represents an impo1tant 
milestone" for the organization, 
according to PEP board member 
Lionel Deimel. "Some people have 
been reluctant to make larger contribu­
tions because such gifts were under­
stood not to be tax-deductib le," he 
said. 

In a Jan. 16 letter sent to clergy and 
published on the diocesan website, 
Bishop Jack Iker of Fort Wortl1 said 
that the Rt. Rev. Sam Hulsey, retired 
Bishop of orthwest Texas, had been 
host for an organizational meeting at 
his Fort Worth residence for all clergy 
"who are committed to keeping tllis 
diocese in The Episcopal Church, no 
matter what." Bishop Iker reported 
that he was not given a list of those 
invited, but said "I understand that only 
two or tl1ree rectors attended and that 
the rest were a handful of retired 
priests and a couple of deacons." 

Steve Waring 
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All books plus S & H except the Gospel and Lectern 

w ww .e pis co pa I-ks .org /s hep h erd /sm press . h Im I 

WHOLE 
CHRISTIANITY 

Solid , complete instruction 
in the teaching and worsh ip of 
the Church , for Inquirers and 

Enrichment. 
8 ½ x 11, Spiral Bound with 
Color Charts and Graphics . 

Inquirers class 
easily facilitated 

$22 .50 shipped in the U.S . 
$29 shipped to Canada 

The Anglican 
Bookstore 

800-572-7929 
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Are you reading 
a borrowed copy of 

THE 

LIVING CHURCH 
weeks or even months 

after it's published? 
Now's your chance to receive your own 
copy of the only national, independent 
weekly magazine serving the Episcopal 
Church. 

You can count on us to deliver the news 
features and commentary to keep yo~ 
informed and enlightened. 

And best of all, 

we'll send 

THE LIVING CHURCH 

directly to you 

every week. 

Order with MCNISA 
Toll-free at 1-800-
211-2771 or by sending in the form 
below. Foreign rates and sample copies 
also available. 

□ HALF-YEAR Subscription 
- $23.00 (26 issues) 

□ ONE-YEAR Subscription 
- $42.50 (52 issues) 

□ TWO-YEAR Subscription 
- $80.00 (104 issues) 

Name 

Address 

City 

State _______ Zip __ _ 

PhoneL_), ________ _ 

Email ___________ _ 

Make checks payable to: 

The Living Church Foundation 
P.O. Box 514036 

Milwaukee, WI 53203-3436 

□ Check □ MCNISA 

Card# __________ _ 

Exp. Date. _________ _ 

Signature __________ _ 
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(Continued from page 9) 

Episcopal, he and his family became 
Episcopalians! 

Thus after defining emotions as 
"concern-based construals " that is 
"states in which the subject grasps ~ 
significance of his or her situation " 
Prof. Roberts goes on to identify an'd 
analyze distinctively Christian emo­
tions - emotions that are shaped by 
Christian concepts and the Christian 
narrative. 

In his analysis of Christian emo­
tions, he chooses six to describe in 
detail: contrition, joy, gratitude, 
hope, peace and compassion. His 
analyses abound in humor and wit as 
well as in profundity. Treating contri­
tion, he states: "Anglican enthusiasm 
is less flamboyant and less obvious 
and perhaps in one sense less intens~ 
(it would be interesting to hook up 
equally pious worshiping Baptists 
and Episcopalians to blood pressure 
and skin-conductance monitors to 
~ee whether they differ on physiolog­
ical markers of emotion). But what it 
lacks in exuberance and perspira­
tion, the Anglican approach gives 
back in theological and lyrical fine­
tuning." 

The book is a work of massive 
scholarship, citing works as diverse 
as Aristotle, Dostoyevsky, Kant, Tol­
stoy, Isaac Bashevis Singer, and 
Wittgenstein, but penetrating in its 
analysis of the roots of Christian spir­
ituality. It is also animated through­
out by a passionate desire for 
evangelism of the love of God in 
Christ. 

(The Rev.) George Ross 
Pleasant Hill, Calif. 

Harris's Guide to Churches 
and Cathedrals 
Discovering the Unique and Unusual in 
Over 500 Churches and Cathedrals 
By Brian L. Harris. Ebury Press. Pp. 481 . $45. 
ISBN 0091912512 . 

"It can be both frustrating and dis­
appointing to travel great distances 
to visit a particular church or cathe­
dral only to discover, on returning 
home, that you missed out on seeing 

the most intriguing fea­
ture because you did 
not know it was there!" 

So begins this attrac­
tive new book, available 
at a very significant dis­
count through Ama­
zon.com. Its strength is 
in the brief but detailed 
lists Brian Harris has compiled about 
the most interesting things he has 
noticed in visiting more than 500 
church buildings over the course of 
some 50 years of personal travel and 
research. While Harris's Guide to 
Churches and Cathedrals would be 
an ideal (if heavy) travel companion 
for someone visiting the buildings in 
person, it is also a fine book to open 
and read at random for a few minutes 
at a time. It offers a richly illustrated 
look at the church architectural her­
itage of England and parts of Wales. 

Some of the most delightful fea­
tures of the book are its learned 
page-length essays on curious 
aspects of church architecture and 
furnishings-such as maidens' gar­
lands , bridge chapels, church clocks, 
cresset stones, stone reading desks, 
brass lecterns, fan vaulting, wooden 
fonts, lead fonts, vamping horns and 
lily crucifixes. In addition to giving 
background on the history of these 
interesting and often little-known 
parts of churches, Harris provides a 
list of churches that are known to 
have particularly notable elements 
like lychgates, thatched roofs or 
round towers. One of my favorite 
sections was on unique church dedi­
cations, instances in which only one 
church by a given name is known to 
exist in the British Isles: St. Athana­
sius, St. Brice, St. Cassian , St. Egel­
wine the Martyr, St. Oswin, St. 
Petronilla, St. Robert of Knaresbor­
ough , and St. Wandregeselius, to give 
a few examples. 

With British church visitors so well 
provided for by this and similar 
books, it would be wonderful to have 
a similar guide for the best of church 
architecture in the United States and 
Canada, too. 

Richard J. Mammana, Jr. 
Stamford, Conn. 



SHORT & SHARP 

Selections for Lent 
WHAT WE DO IN LENT. By Anne E. Kitch, 
illustrations by Dorothy Thompson Perez. 
Morehouse. Pp. 48. $8. ISBN 978-0-8192-
2278-7. 

Mazes, puzzles, word searches and 
other activities geared to ages 4-7, 
from the author and illustrator of 
What We Do In Church. "Designed to 
promote parenting in the pews," 
pages can be used in Sunday school 
classes or at home with the family. 

SMALL SURRENDERS: A Lenten Journey. 
By Emilie Griffin. Paraclete Press. Pp. 249. 
$21.95. ISBN 978-1-55725-526-6 . 

These meditations are designed to 
help the reader surrender in small 
ways each day to God's grace. The 
author uses quotations from classical 
sources and contemporary Christians 
as her starting points. These are help­
ful, bite-sized encouragements to 
guide and support a Lenten discipline. 

40 DAYS OF LENT: Different Shoes, a Com­
mon Path. By Matthew B. Harper. Forward 
Movement. Pp. 64. $3. ISBN 978-0-88028-307-6. 

48 meditations based on the Daily 
Office Year Two, one for each day 

from Ash Wednesday to the Easter 
Vigil, written by a 31-year-old prisoner 
serving a 35-year sentence for murder­
ing his sister. "I can only do good with 
what is left to me," he writes, and con­
finement , redemption and hope are 
constant themes in this intense Lenten 
journey. We may rejoice in the way 
that Christian faith has transformed 
the author's life, and see the value of 
these meditations for other prisoners 
and those who minister with them. 
But the disturbing circumstances that 
shaped his unusual perspective may 
limit their appeal for many readers. 

LENT AND EASTER WITH MARY. By 
Thomas J. Craughwell. Paraclete Press. Pp. 
212 . $19.95. ISBN 978-1-55725-561-7 . 

Recalling the innumerable ways 
that St. Mary the Virgin has inspired 
men and women through the cen ­
turies, this Lenten companion will be 
of interest to those with a specia l 
devotion to the Blesse d Mother. The 

author examines her influence in his­
tory as well as on contemporary cul­
ture, and concludes each daily 
reflection with a prayer, some 
ancient, some modem. 

BARBED WIRE & THORNS: A Christian's 
Reflection on Suffering. By Lena Malmgren. 
Hendrickson. Pp. 222. $14.95. ISBN 978-1-
59856-044-2. 

Afflicted with fibromyalgia, Swedish 
pastor Lena Malmgren wrote this book 
for Lent "and every other time when 
consolation is needed or questions 
arise about suffering and the meaning 
of W'e." Deeply personal, scripturally 
based reflections wrestle with raw 
feelings of pain, temptatio n, anger, fear 
and powerlessness. But there is hope­
fulness and grace here as well, and 
God's infinite love on the cross. These 
are powerful essays that will make for 
challenging and thought-provoking 
Lenten reading. 

The Living Church staff 

The 51st Episcopal Musician's Handbook 
2007-2008 Edition Lectionary Year A began December 2 

For more than half a century, The Episcopal Musician's Handboo k has been the 
trusted resource of choice for choirmasters, organist s, and other Episcopa l Church 
music leaders. Whether your congregation follows the Prayer Book Lectionary or 
Revised Common Lectionary, the Handbook is the essential music planning guide 
for the church year. 

NEW THIS YEAR: Plain song psalm sett ings for congregational use 
in Advent and Lent, pointed by Canon Joseph Kucharski 

Order today: One copy $27 REGULAR shipping (4-6-week delivery); 
$32 PRIORITY shipping (7-10 business days). 

-=======::::'....I Multiple copies also available at a discount. 

Hurry! Order with MC/VISA by calling 1-800-211-2771 before copies are sold out! 
EMH51A 
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PEOPLE & PLACES~ 

Appointments 
The Rev. cass Strotheide is priest-in-charge 

of All Saints', 3650 Yates St., Denver, CO 
80212. 

The Rev. Nancy Suellau is rector of St. 
Catherine's, 4758 Shelby Ave., Jacksonville, 
FI..32210. 

The Rev. Diane Tomlinson is assistant at 
Emmanuel, 811 Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 
21201. 

The Rev. Sharon Watton is deacon at St. 
Philip's, 100 Romeo Rd., Rochester, MI 48307. 

The Rev. Charles S. Weiss is rector of St. 
Thomas' , 139 N Jefferson Ave., Canonsburg, 
PA 15317. 

The Rev. Mark Wright is rector of St. 
Nicholas', 400 Wichita Tr., Flower Mound, TX 
75022. 

The Rev. Christopher Yaw is rector of St. 
David's, 16200 W 12 Mile Rd., Southfield, MI 
48076. 

Ordinations 

Priests 

llall - Claudla Glacoma, assistant, St. 
Luke's, 4595 Silver Springs Dr., Park City, UT 
84098. 

New Hampshire - Susan Langle, Josh 
Tllolus. 

Deacons 

New Hampshire - Kathleen CUiien. 
Sprtagfteld - Sheryl L Black. 

Resignations 
The Rev. Peter Coffin, as rector of St. 

James', Keene, NH. 
The Rev. Susan Garrity, as assiatant at St. 

John's, Portsmouth, NH. 
The Very Rev. Chari• F. Parthum Ill, as 

dean of Calvary Cathedral, Sioux Falls, SD; 
add: 400 S 4th Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104. 

Retirements 
The Rev. Barbara Bloxsom, as rector of 

Epiphany, Sedan, KS. 
The Rev. Curtis Cowell, as rector of St. 

Luke's, Wamego, KS. 
The Rev. Dennis Fotinos, as rector of Good 

Shepherd, Kingwood, TX. 
The Rev. Ricardo Sotomayer, as associate 

at Christ Church Cathedral , Houston, TX. 

Send your clergy changes 
to People and Places: 

tlc@livingchurch.org 
P.O. Box 514036, Milwaukee, WI 
53203-3436 Fax (414) 276-7 483 

Next week ... 

South Carolina Consecration 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
BOOKS 

ANGLICAN THEOLOGICAL BOOKS : Scholarl y, 
out-of-print. Request catalog . The Anglican Bibliopole, 
858 Church St., Saratoga Spring s, NY 12866-8615. PH : 
(518) 587-7470. E-mail : AnglicanBK @aol.com. Visit 
www.anglicanbooks .klink.net. 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

FLAGS AND BANNERS : Custom designed Episcopal 
flags and bann ers by Festival Flags in Richmond.Virginia . 
Plea se conta ct us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at festnags @aol.com. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

FULL-TIME CLERGY ASSOCIATE FOR PAS­
TORAL CARE AND SOCIAL OUTREACH for pro­
gres sive, resourc e-sized pari sh. Gift s need ed: pastor , 
equip lay ministry, preacher, and facilitate small group 
formation. Serve as clergy resource for lay Pastoral Care 
Team and Social Outreach Commission . Collaborative 
and creati ve spirit required . Contact by Feb . I : The Rev. 
C. Mark Rutenbar , Rector, Church of the Holy Commun­
ion , Memphi s, TN . 
E-mail : mrutenbar@holycommunion.org. 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN INTERNSHIP: Washington 
University Episcopal Campus Ministry, St. Louis, MO. 
Are you looking for a way to develop your skills for min­
istry after graduation '' Do you like working with college 
students as they work to live out their faith'' Then we ' re 
looking for you! The ECM at Washington University in St. 
Louis has an opening for a full-time assistant chaplain for 
the 2008-2009 acad emic year. Thi s 40-hour a week , year­
long internship carries with it housing , a $ l.000 a month 
stipend , and full medical benefits . To find out more about 
WUECM, e-mail : brother.benko@gmail.com or check 
out our website : www.diocesemo.org/rockwellhouse. 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: St. Mark'.> Episcopal Church, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fl, is a vibrant, multi-cultural Episcopal 
community that is dedicated to the service of Christ through 
a wide variety of ministries , the largest of which is St Mark's 
Episcopal School. The congregation consists of approxi­
matel y 250 individuals and families characterized by cul­
tural and ethnic diversity . The school, pre-K 3 through 
Grade 8, has an enrollment of over 500 srudents. The school 
is renowned nationally for excellence in education . We are 
seeking a new rector to continue a revitalization campaign 
to enable the church and school to better fulfill their vision 
and mission. The new rector. amongst other responsibilities, 
will be chiefly responsible for spiritual leadership, congre­
gational development and corporate administration . Three 
major challenge s will face the new rector : parish growth 
including membership in view of an aging congregation . 
stewardship and ministry rejuvenation resulting in a greater 
number of parish member s serving spirirually as well as 
financially, and greater integration between the church and 
school communities. Position available immediately. Com­
petitive salary . Please visit the St. Mark' s website , 
www.stmarksepiscopal.net , for more information about 
the church and school. and the New Rector Search Section 
for instructions on how to apply. 

Love Working With Children? Grace Episcopal Church, 
Charleston, SC, a corporate- sized ECUSA parish in historic 
downtown Charle ston, seeks a full-time Director of Chil­
dren's Ministries. The ideal candidate will enjoy working 
with children and their parents. be able to lead a creative , 
dynami c and fun children 's program at a large church , and 
have the desire and the ability to share their faith with chil­
dren . Visit www.gracesc.org for a full job description. Send 
cover letter, resume and list of references by January I 0, 
2008 to : The Rev. Kirtley Yearwood, M.D., Vicar, at 
vicar @gracesc.org or Grace Episcopal Church, 98 
Wentworth St., Charleston, SC 29401. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: St. Stephen's Episcopal 
Church, Whitehall, PA, seeks an energetic priest with 
skills in pastoral care , visitation, spirirual development of 
adults and youth , stewardship and outreach (local and 
abroad). Opportunities abound for ministry to children 
through our Day School and for ministry to older adult s 
with a nearby adult living facility . We are a higher, more 
orthodox , Forward in Faith-affiliated parish using the 
Anglican Service Book and worshiping in a contemporary 
building . We are located in the Lehigh Valley and have 
easy access to New York City and Phil adelphia. Visit us 
at : www.ststephenepiscopal.org . Send cover letter , 
resume and a list of references to The Ven. Howard 
Stringfellow, The Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 
Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015. 

TRAVEL/ PILGRIMAGES 

CLERGY OR LAY LEADERS, interested in seeing the 
world for FREE? England , Greece , Turkey , the Holy 
Land , Ethiopia , and more! Contact Journeys Unlimited . 
E-mail journeys@groupist.com or call 800-486-8359 
ext 205, 206, or 208. 

www.livingchurch.org 

NOW AVAILABLE! 

ONLINE CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 

REACH MORE THAN 

60,000 VISITORS PER 

MONTH BY PLACING AN 

ADON 

www.livingchurch.org 

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED, 
PRINT OR ONLINE, 

CONTACT 
AMBER MUMA AT 

amber @livingchurch.org 
(414) 276-5420 ext. 12 



Church Directory 
FORT MYERS BEACH, FL 
ST. RAPHAEL'S 5601 Williams Drive (239) 463-6057 
www.saint-raphaels.org info@saint-raphaels.org 
The Rev. Allee Marcrum , r; the Ven. Richard Palmer , 
assist. priest 
Sun H Eu 9; Tues Taize 7; Thurs Rosary 4 (Chapel) 

STUART, FL 
ST. MARY'S 623 E. Ocean Blvd. (772) 287 -3244 
Website : www.stmarys-stuart.org 
The Rev. Thomas T. Pittenger, r; the Rev. David Fran ­
coeur, assoc r; the Rev. Jonathan Coffey, the Rev. 
Stephen Fregeau, the Rev. Canon Richard Hardman , the 
Rev. Peggy Sheldon, assisting ; Dr. Allen Rosenberg , 
organist & choir dir 
Sun Eu 7:30, 9, 9 (contemporary), 11, 5. Tues H Eu 12:10; 
Thurs H Eu 10, Sat 5 

HONOLULU, HI 
THE PARISH OF ST. CLEMENT (808) 955-7745 
www.stclem.org stclem001@hawali.rr.com 
The Rev. Liz Zivanov, r 
Sun H Eu 7:30 & 10:15 

ST. MARK'S (808) 732-2333 
539 Kapahulu Ave. (#13 Bus end of line from Waikiki) 
Sun Masses 7, 9 (Sung); MWF 8 (5th Sun 8 only) 

CHICAGO, IL 
ASCENSION N. LaSalle Blvd. at Elm 
ascenslonchicago .org (312) 664-1271 
Sisters of Sl Anne (312) 642-3638 
The Rev. Gary P. Fertig, r; the Rev. Richard Higginbotham 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung) 11 (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, Sol 
E&B 4 (1 S) Daily: MP 6:40 (ex Sun) Masses 7, 6:20 (Wed). 1 O 
(Sat); EP M-S 6, Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6 , Sun 10:30-10:50 
Rosary 9:30 Sat 

RIVERSIDE, IL (CHICAGO WEST SUBURBAN) 

ST. PAUL'S PARISH 60 Akenside Rd. 
www.stpaulsparish.org (708) 447-1604 
The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser, r; the Rev. Richard R. Daly, SSC. 
parochial vicar 
Sun Eu 9 & 10:30. Wkdy Eu Tues 7, Wed 7, Fri 10:30. Sacra­
ment of Reconciliation 1st Sat 4-4:30 & by appt, NC 

SPRINGFIELD, IL 
CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST. PAUL 
Website: www .stpauispringfield.com 
E-Mail: stpaulepca@insightbb.com 
The Very Rev. Robert E. Brodie , dean 
Sun 8 & 10:30; Mon-Thurs 12:15 

(217) 544-5135 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
2919 St. Charles Ave. 

(504) 895-6602 

On the street car line at the corner of 6th St. 
Website: www.cccnola.org 
The Very Rev. David duPlantier, dean 
Sun Mass 7:30 (1928), 10 (Choral H Eu), 6 (Rite II). Daily Mass: 
M-F 12:15. Sat 9:30 

BOSTON, MA 
THE CHURCH OF THE ADVENT (617) 523-2377 
30 Brimmer Street Web: -~org 
E-mail: olfice@theadvent.org 
The Rev. Allan B. Warren Ill , r: the Rev. Patrick T. Gray, 
assoc; the Rev. Daphne B. Noyes , d; Sharon Knox­
Hutchinson , Pastoral Assistant for Families 
Sun MP 7:30, Ch S, 10:15; Masses 8, 9, 11:15 (Soi High); 
Mon-Fri , MP 9; Mass 12:15 (except Wed); EP 5:30; Wed, 
Mass 6; Sat, MP 8:30, Mass 9, C 9:30 

NEWARK, NJ 
GRACE CHURCH 950 Broad St., at Federal Sq. 
www .gracechurchinnewark.org 
The Rev. J. Carr Holland Ill, r 
Sun Masses 8 & 10 (Sung); Mon-Fri 12:10 

PASSAIC, NJ 
ST. JOHN 'S Lafayette and Passaic Avenues 
Webs~e: www .stjohnschurchpassaicnj .org (973) 779-0966 
The Rev. William C. Thiele , p-i-c frthiele@gmail.com 
Sun Low Mass 8, Sung Mass 10:30, HD anno. 

ASHEVILLE, NC 
CATHEDRAL OF ALL SOULS (Biltmore Village) 
3 Angle St. (828) 274-2681 
www.allsoulscathedral.org 
Sun H Eu 8, 9, 11 :15. Wed noon , 5:45; Tues EP 5:30 

NEW YORK, NY 
ST. THOMAS 5th Ave & 53rd St. 
www.saintthomaschurch.org (212) 757-7013 
The Rev. Andrew C. Mead , r; John Scott , organist and dir. 
of music ; the Rev, Charles F. Wallace , headmaster; the 
Rev. Robert H. Stafford, the Rev. Victor Lee Austin, the 
Rev. Jonathan M. Erdman, the Rev. John Andrew, asst. 
Sun H Eu 8 (Said), 9 (Sung), 11 (Choral), Ev 4 (Choral); M-F MP 
& H Eu 8 & 12:10, EP & Eu 5:30 (Tues, Wed & Thur Choral Even­
song); Sat H Eu 12:10 

CHURCH DIRECTORY KEY 

NEW YORK, NY 
PARISH OF TRINITY CHURCH 
The Rev. Canon James H. Cooper, D. Min., r 
The Rev. Canon Anne Mallonee, v 
(212) 602-0800 

Watch & hear our services and concerts on the Web 
www.trinitywallstreet.org 

TRINITY Broadway at Wall Street 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11:15. Mon-Fri MP 8:15, H Eu 12:05. EP 5:15. 
Open Sun 7-4; Mon-Fri 7-6; Sat 8-4 

ST. PAUL'S Broadway at Fulton 
The Rev. Canon James H. Cooper, D. Min. , r 
Sun H Eu 8, 10. Mon-Sat Prayer Service 12:30 
Open Sun 7-4; Mon-Sat 10-6 

SELINSGROVE, PA 
ALL SAINTS 129 N. Market (570) 374-8289 
The Rev. Robert Pursel, Th. D., r 
Sun Mass 10 (Rite I); Wed Mass & Healing 1; Weekdays as 
announced (Rite II); Sacrament of Penance by appt. 

WELLSBORO, PA 
ST. PAUL'S 
Websrte: www .stpaulswellsboro.org 
The Rev. Gregory P. Hinton, r 
Sat Eu 7, Sun Eu 8, 10; Wed H Eu 12 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 

(570) 724-4771 

218 Ashley Ave. (843) 722-2024 
Website: www .holycom.org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson, r; the Rev. Dan Clarke, c; the Rev. 
Patrick Allen, assoc 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Solemn High) 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau Ave. www.ascathedral.org 
The Very Rev. Warren H. Raasch , dean 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

LUTHERAN 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE CHURCH K and Inyo Streets 
The Rev. William R. Hampton, STS 
Sun Eu 10:30 

(909) 989-3317 

Light face type denotes AM , bold face PM; add , address ; anno , announced; A-C , Ante-Communion ; appt. , appointment ; 

B, Benediction ; C, Confe ssions; Cho, Choral; Ch S, Church School ; c , curate ; d , deacon , d .r.e., director of religious educa­

tion ; EP, Evening Prayer; Eu, Eucharist; Ev, Evensong ; ex, except ; lS, 1st Sunday ; hol, holida y; HC, Holy Communion; HD, Holy 

Days; HS, Healing Service; HU, Holy Unction; Instr, Instructions; Int, Intercessions; LOH, Laying On of Hand s; Lit, Litany; Mat, 

Matins; MP, Morning Prayer; P, Penance; r. rector ; r-em , rector emeritus; Ser, Sermon; Sol, Solemn; Sta, Stations; V, Vespers; v, 

vicar; YPF, Young People 's Fellowship. A/C, air-conditioned; H/A, handicapped accessible. 
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Not By Bread Alone 
Daily Reflections for Lent 2008 
Sherri L. Vallee's handy little booklet for pocket or purse to help Christians 
keep a holy Lent. Includes meditations based on seasonal scripture 
readings , one for each day of Lent. The perfect spiritual companion . 
978-0-8192-2253-4 $2.00 

What We Do in Lent 
A Child's Activity Book 
Fun-filled activities for home, pew, or church school help children ages 4-7 
learn about the seasons of Lent and Easter. Anne E. Kitch's book includes 
mazes, crossword puzzles, connect-the-dots , more. 41 pages of activities 
and a 4-page parent guide. 
978-0-8192-2278-7 $8 .00 

The Saint Helena Liturgy of Good Friday 
With a Biblical Passion Libretto 
After conducting a three-day program at the Convent of Saint Helena, the 
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Bourgeault composed a libretto of the Passion of Jesus, 
going beyond John's account traditionally appointed for Good Friday to 
include material from Jesus' farewell discourses, Passion narratives from 
the other gospels, and texts from the Song of Songs. 
978-0-89869-561-8 $25.00 pay and download 

Crossing 
Reclaiming the Landscape of Our Lives 
Mark Barrett illuminates the spiritual journey we all take and the choices 
we make by focusing on five of the monastic hours , from Vigils through 
Compline. Written with humor and eloquence. 
978-0-8 192-2290-9 $16.00 

Lord of Creation 
A Resource for Creative Celtic Spirituality 
Brendan O'Ma lley presents Celtic spirituality in a way that is exciting and 
enriching for all Christians. Themed sections provide introduction, story, 
activity, meditative reflection , and prayer, leading into stillness and 
contemplation . 
978-0-8192-2295 -4 $28.00 

Growing in Faith 
A Guide for the Reluctant Christian, 2nd Edition 
Journal ist-ed ucator David Yount offers clear explanations to common 
questions about Christianity , promoting an understanding of personal faith 
that goes deeper than Sunday School. 
978-1-59627-082-4 $24 .00 

To purchase these books , visit your local bookseller . 
Or you can order direct ly: (800) 242-1918 , www.churchpublishing.org . 

Church Publishing Inc. 
Morehouse Publishing + Church Publishing + Seabury Books + Living the Good News 

445 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10016 (800) 242-1918 www.churchpublish ing.org 


