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Parish Page-Turners 
Book groups spark discussions, increase parish participation 

Observing Congregations 
Diana Butler Bass focuses on why congregations succeed 



New for the fall! From Church Publishing Inc. come eight very different ways to grow into a deeper 
relationship with God: 

NEW! God's Top 10: Blowing the Lid Off 
the Commandments 
Anne Robertson examines the big moral 
issues of our day through the lenses of 
the Ten Commandments. Lively, engaging; 
combines practical theology with a sense 
of humor. 
Morehouse Publishing 0-8192-2215-1 $19.95 

NEW! Hungry Souls, Holy Companions: 
Mentoring a New Generation of Christians 
Patricia Hendricks offers a smorgasbord 
of ideas, stories and practical guidance 
for being a spiritual companion to young 
people. Based on extensive interviews 
with youth and youth ministers. 
Morehouse Publishing 0-8192-2196-1 $15.95 

NEW! Faith Styles: The Way People Believe 
Noted spiritual director John Mabry 
suggests new ways of looking at how 
different people understand and relate to 
the divine and offers ways for spiritual 
directors to work with their clients. Includes 
illustrative case studies and practical 
suggestions. 
Morehouse Publishing 0-8192 -2222-4 $15.95 

Windows Into the Soul: Art as Spiritual 
Expression 
Michael Sullivan offers a hands-on resource 
for exploring art as a means of prayer and 
contemplation. Includes projects in various 
media as well as technical directions and 
a gentle guide to the spiritual gold to be 
mined from the experience. 
Morehouse Publishing 0-8192-2127-9 $13.95 

NEW! Simple Prayers for Complicated LJves 
Jennifer Phillips offers contemporary 
prayers on topics not found in traditional 
collections-booting up the compute r, 
check writing , after a robbery. Prayers are 
short enough for taping on fridge, mirror, 
dashboard. 
A Seabury Book 1-59627-029-2 $12.00 

NEW! Follow Me: Christian Growth on 
the Pilgrim's Way 
Brett Webb-Mitchell reflects on pilgrimages 
he has led or taken part in, and their effect 
on his life, teaching patience, perseverance, 
and self-control. Includes his 100-mile walk 
to the Santuario de Chimayo. 
A Seabury Book 1-59627-025-X $16.00 

NEW! The Breath of God 
Prayer is the rhythm of inhaling and 
exhaling the breath of God. Nancy Roth 
links instructions in basic Christian prayer 
forms - contemplation, reflection, verbal 
prayer, and the prayer of activism - with a 
theology that makes prayer as natural as 
breathing. 
A Seabury Book 1-59627-032-2 $12.00 

NEW! Traces of God 
25th Anniversary Edition. Diogenes Allen 
examines the problem of human suffering 
and helps us to discover "traces of God" 
in the world, even as we suffer from pain, 
loss, and human evil. 
A Seabury Book 1-59627-031-2 $14.00 

To purchase these books, visit your local bookseller. Or you can order directly: 

Morehouse Publishing 
Phone : (800) 877-0012 
www .morehousepublishing.org 
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Church Publishing and Seabury Books 
Phone : (800) 242-1918 
www .churchpublishing.org 
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SUNDAY'S READINGS 

God's Grace and Human Effort 
'Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous 
sins ' (Psalm 19:13) 
The 17th Sunday After Pentecost (Proper 21 B), Oct. 1, 2006 
BCP: Num. 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 19 or 19:7-14; James 4:7-12 (13-5:6); 
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
RCL: Esther 7: 1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22 or Num. 11 :4-6, 10- 16, 24-29; Psalm 124 or 
Psalm 19:7-14; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 

In these lessons we are warned 
against subtle sins, sins that are all too 
common among the faithful who might 
- or might not - avoid more 
recognizable sins such as greed, lust 
and anger. The lesson from Numbers 
presents the peop le of Israel wailing 
because they no longer have the easily 
accessible food that was provided for 
them while they were slaves. Their 
wailing begins when "the rabble an10ng 
the peop le had a strong craving." Likely 
the greater company was not mindful of 
the perceived lack of fanuliar food until 
"the rabbl e" began to complain. 
Although the people sinned by showing 
ingratitude to God for their new-found 
freedom and lack of faith in his ability to 
provide for them, it began when they 
heeded "the rabb le." 

In the second lesson , James lashes 
Christian believers with a denunciation 
against a variety of common sins: 
doub le-mindedness , unseemly levity, 
speaking evil of others, taking action 
without being mindful of God's will, and 
dishonesty in paying wages. 

In the gospel, Jesus points out that 
Peter 's small-minded jealousy is actually 
a major hindranc e to Jesus' work and 

Look It Up 

the proclan1ation of the kingdom. 
Hard as these lessons are to read and 

heed, each also provides a comfort . In 
the Old Testament lesson, though the 
Lord's anger "blazes hotly" at the 
people's crying, he listens to Moses and 
then provides a practical solution . 
Today we would call it "delegation." The 
Lord answers Moses' needs , and that 
answer will prove before long that 
shared leadership will contribute 
toward addressing the people's needs as 
well. They will still suffer consequences 
for their complaint, but they will return 
to faith. 

The lesson from James begins with 
the solution: "Submit yourselves to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you. Draw near to God and he will draw 
near to you." Utter depende nce upon 
grace is vital , but we cannot let that 
depend ence discharge the New 
Testament's clear and often-repeate d 
teaching that dedicated human effort 
and perseverance are also vital in 
achieving "success " in the struggle for 
growing in sanctity. Jesus teaches the 
same lesson with words of 
unforgettab le power - we are to "cut 
off ' whatever leads us into habitual sin. 

The most comforting lesson of all an10ng these lections is the psalm. Consider 
how its message puts the final word on the theme for the day. 

Think About It 
In your self-examination, set aside for a moment your besetting sins that you 

know so well, and consider where you may also be sinning in subtle and 
unr ecognized ways. 

Next Sunday 
The 18th Sunday After Pentecost (Proper 22B), Oct. 8, 2006 
BCP: Gen. 2:18-24; Psalm 8 or 128; Heb. 2:(1-8)9-18; Mark 10:2-9 
RCL: Job : 1 :1, 2:1-1 0; or Gen. 2:18-24; Psalm 26 or 8; Heb. 1 :1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 
10:2-16 



FALL 2006 BOOKS 
AKE WILD 

GOD TO Take God to Work 
WORK Gary L. Moreau 

Wild and Robust 
The Adventure of Christian 
Humanism 

1 

I~ 1-56101-277-7 $13.95 William McNamara 
1-56101-284-X $15.95 

t- I 'I l MORLAt i 

lmi­
Bloomfielcl 

Avenue 
Bloomfield Avenue 
A Jewish-Catholic Jersey 
Girl's Spiritual Journey 
Linda Mercadante 
1-56101-278-5 $14.95 

Engaging News Media 
A Practical Guide for 

People of Faith 
Mark Kelley 

1-56101-276-9 $14.95 

Learning the Language 
of the Fields 
Tilling and Keeping as 
Christian Vocation 
Daniel G. Deffenbaugh 
1-56101-282-3 $14.95 

~-.., Compassion as a 
Subversive Activity 
Illness, Community, and 
th e Gosp el of Mark ~~~==!11'1 David K. Urion 

1-56101-279-3 $14.95 

A Long Shadowed Grief 
Suicide and Its Aftermath 
Harold Ivan Smith 

1-56101-281-5 $14.95 

When Christians Were Jews 
(That is, Now) 
Recovering the Lost Jewishness 
of Christianity 
Wayne-Daniel Berard 

Balnlllllll-■ 111=-i 1-56101-287-0 $15.95 
llillltslll ■ llrt 

The Twelve Days of Christmas 
, ....... ......_ ................. _ """I Unwrapping the Gifts 

Curtis G. Almquist, SSJE 
,__,___,.,..__,__,!""'"'I 1-56101-293-9 $13.95 

Cowley Publications 
1-800-225-1534 • www.cowley.org 



BOOKS 

The Fate of the Anglican 
Communion 

ing Anglicanism today is pre­
empted by the polemics and 
politics of current battles over 
the place of The Episcopal 
Church in the Anglican Com­
munion . There is thus a need 

The Agony of Anglicanism and the 
Future of a Global Church 
By Ephraim Radner and Philip Turner with a 
foreword by Stanley Hauerwas. Eerdmans. 
Pp. xiii, 306. $32. ISBN 0-8028-3282-2 . 

All too often serious theological 
reflection on the many questions fac-

for sound theological resources to 
help the church wrestle deeply with 
the significant ecclesiological mat­
ters before the Anglican Communion 

Gordon W. Lat 
on 

Spirituality for those in ministry and 
How worship defines the meaning of 

The Pastor 
A Spirituality 
A rich, meditative, and explicitly 
ecumenical spirituality for working 
pastors-wherever they are called: 
preachers, priests, elders, ministers, 
seminarians. Lathrop invites them to 
center their busy lives on God and 
fuel their ministry through prayer. 

0-8006-3801-8 160 pp paper $20.00 

Holy People 
A Liturgical Ecclesiology 
In this sequel to Holy Things, 

Lathrop centers on community and 
assembly to discuss the sacraments. 
He then focuses on ecumenism and 
enculturation as test cases for a 
liturgically derived idea of church. 

0-8006-3840-9 256 pp paper $20.00 

At bookstores or call l-800-328-4648 fortresspress.com 
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at the present time. While 
clearly advocating what 
might be considered a "con­
servative" view on many of 
the hot topics in contempo­
rary Anglicanism , this new 

book by two accomplished thinkers 
in The Episcopal Church is an impor­
tant resource for the conversations 
and debates over the future of the 
Anglican Communion. 

The two authors each write sepa­
rate chapters in the book with Turner 
introducing the work and Radner 
offering the conclusion. Many of the 
11 chapters of the book have been 
published elsewhere over the last 
five years as stand-alone essays in 
various journals. These essays have 
often been written by Radner and 
Turner in their role as "collegial the­
ologians" of the Anglican Commu­
nion Institute (ACI) and the book, in 
fact, is dedicated to the other four 
ACI collegial theologians. The 11 
main chapters are divided into four 

Good theological dis­
cussion over important 
matters requires honest 
and open debate, and 
this book invites such. 

useful sections under the headings 
of: The Challenge of the Present 
Moment, Questions of Authority, 
Questions of Communion, and The 
Future of Communion . 

Radner and Turner do not shy 
away from addressing the hard 
issues before the Anglican Commu­
nion. They are unambiguous in their 
belief that unless there is significant 
reform in The Episcopal Church, its 
place in the Anglican Communion is 
precarious at best. While the theolog­
ical and ecclesiological positions of 
each of the two authors are quite 
similar in this regard, the voices of 
Radner and Turner are noticeably dif­
ferent, and this becomes evident as 
one reads through the articles. As 
such, Radner's writing can some­
times become theologically complex 
and thus difficult to follow for the 
uninitiated. Turner , on the other 



hand , writ es in a more access ible 
mann er and does not shy away from 
advocat ing stron g opin ions and pos i­
tion s . The diffe rence betwee n the 
voices of the two authors from chap­
ter to chapter does not detract from 
the book but helps to keep the read­
ing fresh and engaging. 

Readers of this important collec­
tion of essay s will no t agree wit h 
everyt hing that Radner and Turner 
are saying . This reviewer is one who 
would take except ion with some of 
the pos itions advocate d. But goo d 
theologica l disc uss ion over imp or­
tan t matte rs req uir es honest and 
open debate, and this book invites 
such. In the end , Radner and Turner 
are calling the Anglican Communi on 
into a place of holin ess in service to 
God's re demption of the world in 
Jesus Christ. Such holiness is beyond 
polemics and po litics and is the theo­
logica l ground on which the fate of 
the Anglican Communi on rests. 

(The Rev.) I an T Douglas 
Cambridg e, Mass. 

Common Prayer 
on Common Ground 
A Vision of Anglican Orthodoxy 
By Alan Jones. Morehouse. Pp. 108. $13.95. 
ISBN 081922247X. 

' . ~' 

CO M~tOI\ PM\'E R"" 
. Co~ \ION GROL •n 

Alan Jones is cross with 
bot h se lf-descr ibed "liber­
als" and self-desc rib ed 
"conservat ives" in the 
chur ch. He is also cross 
with bot h self-desc ribed 
"evangelicals" and se lf­
described "catholics." Well 
he might be . He wants them 

all to beco me Anglicans , as he under­
stands that designation. He desc ribes 
himself as one who grew up evangeli­
cal and then found the depth of Anglo­
Catholicism attract ive. He quest ions 
libera ls who think that faith is all 
about asking quest ions, but no less so 
than he questions conservat ives who 
think they have all the answe rs. He 
really believes in the via media as the 
via regia - the middle way as the 
royal way - as the path of Anglican 
orthodo xy. 

But what that ort hodoxy might look 
(Continued on next page) 

llrIIEN .JOIINNY/,JOANIE CCHIES )IAUCHING IIO)IE: 
Reuniting Military Families Following Deployment 

By The Reverend Dr. Lester L. Westling, Jr., 
Captain, Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy (Retired) 

$21.95 + S & H 

Our military families endure the burdens of separation when a 
significant member is repeatedly, olten suddenly, called far away 
to serve for extended periods of time. This is a superb resource 
that examines not only handling the separations, but also the 
effect of hazardous duty on the family, and the expectation and 
positive management of reunions and restoration of the family 
circle. PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) is explained. 

Included are pre-reunion seminars to prepare returning soldiers, sailors and Marines, 
as well as home-based seminars for waiting spouses. A special DVD is also included 
featuring the seminars from the book and two films, so the seminars even can be con­
ducted in the field, aboard ship, and for awaiting spouses at home base. 

"Father Westling has included practical, tested tools for taking positive action to 
help spouses and families work through the difficulties and dangers inherent in 
homecomings from long deployments ." 

Dave Carey, Captain, US Navy (Ret.) , ex-POW 

The Reverend Dr. Lester L. Westling , Jr is a combat veteran, a licensed marriage 
and family therapist, an Episcopal Priest and retired military chaplain, with M.A. in 
Pastoral Psychology and Doctor of Ministry Degrees. 

This book/DVD is available through: 

www.amazon.com www.hillwoodpublishing.net 
or your local bookseller and Episcopal Booksellers Association 
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ThlS lovel y window dep 1ct 1ng 

t he f>elov e d sa int was re ce ntl y 

deS1gned and faf>ricat ed 1n Eng­

land f>y J . W ippell & Company 

Limited whos e VSA off ices at e 

1n Bt anchv ille , NJ . ThlS window 

15 patt of an ent1te schem e of 

super!, windows fot the (hutch 

of St . John on- t he - Moun ta in . 

Betnatdsville , NJ . It de pi cts t he 

saint 1n the btown habit of l,15 

Ordet , sunounded by anim al s 

and r1tds and IS set upon a 

background o f c lear ' a ntique ' 

gl ass enabling the love ly natu­

tal v iew be y ond t he window to 

re conSld e red as pad of th e 

deS1gn . As t he na t u ra l seasons 

change colot and the f>tanch e s 

and lea ves swa y 1n t he r,tee,e , 

so will the impact of the win­

dow be a n evet chan g ing ex­

perienc e . Call W lppell toll-ftee 

at 877 - 9 47 7355 fot yout ftee 

con sultat ion . 5upuh qu;lify 

sf;lnet/ gl;ss fot mote th;n • 

centur y/ J. Wippef{ ~ Co. Ltd 
www. wippe«. com 

1 Main St (PO Box 468) 
Branchville NJ 07826 
(877) 847-7355 

OCTOBER I. 2006 · THE I IVING CHURCH 7 



----------------------------------------------------, 

By John Wells Warren 
$18.00 postpaid 

essential lesson for every bishop, priest, and vestry. The 
. Rev. William George McDowell, Jr., Fifth Episcopal 

Bishop of Alabama (I 882-1938), worked himself to exhaus­
and died of pneumonia at the age of fifty-five on a visit 

his parishes in Mobile. Bishop McDowell left a young 
with six children, no home, no au jle, $10,000 in 

insurance, and a small church peru( GodJ Will is a 
of deciip11tic>n~sacrifice. It is Y9qlT story~jui 

0 
0 

oto St. Dunstan's, the Episcopal Church at Auburn University. 

ST. DUNSTAN'S PRESS 
136 E. MAGNOLIAAVE. 

AUBURN AL 36830 

Reinventing Church 
A conference by those who don't give conferences 

for those who usually don't go to them 
at St. Bartholomew's, New York City 

SAVE THE DATE! 
June 3-5, 2007 

Join us for our sixth Reinventing Church conference. 
Plenary sessions for returnees and newcomers. 

For more information, visit our website, 
www.stbarts.org or call 212-378-0222 or e-mail 

reinventingchurch@stbarts.org. 
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(Continued from previous page) 

like isn't terribly clear. Jones, the dean 
of Grace Cathedral, San Francisco, 
does come out strongly for the incar­
nation and the Trinity. "Both the con­
servative and liberal camps offer a 
mixed bag of pluses and minuses," he 
writes. 

What Common Prayer on Common 
Ground seems to want to do is to 
detach Christian believing from secu­
lar assumptions and philosophies, 
both liberal and conservative. But this 
is a very large project, and Jones' slen­
der volume of 108 pages isn't quite up 
to it. He lays out the lines of dispute 
quite well, but then suggests that it is 
the mysticism of Anglican worship 
that will bring us all together. Praying 
shapes believing, but some of us aren't 
mystics. Some of us are just dull-wit­
ted enough to need the catechism, to 
need a clear articulation of the ground 
of our shared belief. 

But then a miracle happens. The 
good dean leaves current disputation 
and turns instead to John Donne. And 
his words just fly off the page. He 
shows how Donne and his fellow 
poets sought the grace of "an unusu­
ally creative unity of intellect and 
emotion." Now the false dichotomies 
of faith and reason are exposed; now 
the parallel tracks of evangelicalism 
and catholicism are brought to junc­
tion. It's wonderful. 

I end the book with a sigh. Alan 
Jones has a bigger vision than I do. It 
must be that mysticism. Let the likes 
of me plod along while the visionaries 
soar. But I love the promise of those 
like Alan Jones. 

(The Rev.) Bonnie Shullenberger 
Ossining, N. Y. 

Any Bitter Thing 
By Monica Wood. Chronicle Books. Pp. 348. 
$13.95. ISBN 0345477685. 

In a recent lecture, Maine writer 
Monica Wood described her goal of 
writing books that would be consid­
ered "literary fiction," a step above the 
quality of beach-reads and many best­
sellers. The magnificent prose, honest 
and unvarnished human pathos, com­
plex and compelling stories, and pure 
beauty of Ernie's Ark, Secret Lan-
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guage, and My Only Story show that 
she has accomplished this goal. Any 
Bitter Thing is her best accomplish­
ment yet. 

Framed with the story of a young 
girl adopted by her uncle, a Roman 

Catholic priest who is 
wrongly accused of 
child abuse, with chap­
ters organized based on 
the liturgy of the hours, 
this is a profoundly spir­
itual book It weaves a 
tale of love and betrayal, 
about life, death, and 
even murder, about the 
breaking and healing of 

relationships, and most of all, about 
hope and redemption in the midst of 
tragedy and loss. 'Iwists and turns in 
the plot surprise the reader even to 
the end, making Any Bitter Thing a 
captivating journey all the way 
through. 
(The Very Rev.) Benjamin Shambaugh 

Portland, Maine 

From Cranmer to Sancroft 
English Religion in the Age of Reformation 
By Patrick Collinson. Hambledon Continuum 
Press. Pp. xv + 276. $49.95. ISBN 185285118. 

This collection of seven journal arti­
cles and one new essay on English 
church history is interesting, engross­
ing, and readable. Patrick Collinson, 
emeritus professor of history at Cam­
bridge University, focuses in most of 
the carefully written essays on various 
relationships between Anglicanism and 
Calvinism/Puritanism. In his words, 
"Puritans and their children and grand­
children, Dissenters and Noncon­
formists, could never make up their 
divided minds on whether their divinely 
inspired mission was to take over and 
remake English society, or to withdraw 
from it into an alternative version of 
what it was to be English, and Christ­
ian." He fleshes out internal tensions in 
the Puritan movement that led him to 
this conclusion, and brings out some 
forgotten episodes in Anglican history. 

The eighth essay 
appears for the first time in 
this volume and provides a 
short biography of William 
Sancroft (1617-1693), the 
79th Archbishop of Canter-

Pt ,TI\JC K COL! . INSON 

f rom [ranmcr 

bury. to Sancrofr 

A complicated and inter-
esting man, Sancroft is generally forgot­
ten as a figure of abiding importance in 
Anglican history. Patrick Collinson has 
done something wonderful in remind­
ing us about this "monkish, abstracted 
man," in whom "one looks in vain for 
the poisoned pen." 

Richard Mammana, Jr. 
Stamford, Conn. 

Organic Church 
Growing Faith Where Life Happens 
By Neil Cole. Jossey-Bass. Pp. 237. $23.95. 
ISBN 0-7879-8129-X. 

A word of warning at the outset: 
This book will be a frustration to any 

(Continued on next page) 

It was custom, in biblical times, to present 

gifts of adoration that reflected the highest 

achievements in God-given talent. 

For silversmiths, the greatest honor that could 

be bestowed was to have their handiwork 

grace a sanctuary or support a celebrant in 

the execution of a sacred ritual. 

Our Artistic Silver and Artimetal lines offer 

stunning tributes to these exquisite pieces. 

Imported from Spain, these awe-inspiring 

artworks are renowned throughout the world 

and destined to be numbered among your 

most cherished possessions. 

See our complete offerings from Artistic 

Silver and Artimetal. Call for a catalog today. 

GASPARD 
HANDCRAFTED VESTMENTS AND PARAMENTS SINCE 1954 

( 800) 784-6868 
200 N. Janacek Road, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53045 

www.gaspardinc.com • mail@gaspardinc.com 
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LIKE A DROP IN THE OCEAN 
99 Sayings by Mother Teresa 
ISBN: 1-56548-238-7 
hardcover, 112 pages, $14.95 
ISBN: 1-56548-242-5 
paperback, 112 pages,$ 9.95 

THE PATH OF MERCIFUL LOVE 
99 Sayings by Therese of Lisieux 
Marc Foley (t'CI.) 
l-56548-245-X, hardcover 
ribbon, 112 pp., US$14.95 

ANGELA OF FOLIGNO 
Passionate Mystic of the Double Abyss 
Paul Lachance ( ed.) 
ISBN: 1-56548-248-4 
paper, 128pp., US$12.95 

GROWING IN JOY 
31 Meditations for a Life in Abundance 
Robert Morneau 
ISBN: 1-56548-244-1, paper 
88 pp., US$9.95 

MYSTICISM FOR BEGINNERS 
John of the Cross Made Easy 
Sr. Eileen Lyddon 
I-56548-243-3, paper 
168 pp., US$13.95 

DISCOVERING THE PRESENT 
Reflections from the 
writings of Chiara Lubich 
1-56548-253-0,AUDIOCD 
US$13.95 

THE WORLD OF GEEBEE & W 
by watter Kostner 
1-56548-252-2, DVD 
Run time: 23 min., Contains 25 vignette; 
US$14.95 

99Sarings 
by Theres/of li.sieux 

---..,..., 

Discovering 
the Prl'senr 

•
~);,' ~ 

, 
. 

UPS Shipping Charges: Up to US$20.00 = 7 .50 * US$20.01-<JO.OO=US$9 .50 * US$60.01-64.99= 11.75 

US Post Office: Up to US$20.00=4.50*US$20.01-ffi.OO=US$6.00 * US$60.0 I =8.<Xl 

NEW CITY PRESS 202 Cardinal Road. Hvde Paik. NY 12538 
* orders@newcitypress.com * l-800'.462-5980* 
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BOOKS 

(Continued from previous page) 

denominational churchperson ori­
ented toward traditional institutional 
forms and polity. As the book jacket 
bio of author Neil Cole states, he "is a 
church starter and pastor, and founder 
and executive director of Church Mul­
tiplication Associates, which has 
helped start more than 700 churches 
in 32 states and twenty-three nations 
in six years." Obviously, such accom­
plishment assumes a very different 
definition of "church" 
than its most common 
manifestation on the 
American landscape. 

Reading further 
reveals that "church" in 
Cole's domain bears 
closer resemblance to 
the biblical two or 
three gathered 
together than to the 
3,000-member megachurch or even 
the 300-member denominational 
parish. The frustration is that one is 
hard put to link the thoughtful and 
often wise observations Cole makes to 
the polities and structures within 
which most readers of THE LIVING 
CHURCH find ourselves. 

The organic church offers a church 
that is "simple enough that everyone 
can do it and . . . made up of people 
who take up their cross and follow 
Jesus at any cost ... is informal, rela­
tional, and mobile." Reading how 
Cole's "churches" multiply from "Life 
Transformation Groups" of two to 
three people who gather a modest 
group of friends and acquaintances in 
their homes, who in tum spawn more 
"Life Transformation Groups," repeat­
ing the cycle, it is difficult to avoid 
comparisons to pyramid marketing 
models. If the evangelical megachurch 
is the Wal-Mart of American Christian­
ity, Cole's organic church is Amway. 

While the principles and practices 
espoused by Cole may be attractive to 
an Episcopal evangelist, and may yield 
results in reaching the unchurched, 
bridging this nuclear unit back into 
the bosom of this eucharistic com­
munion may prove impossible, at least 
at present. 

(The Rev.) Sam Portaro 
Berwyn, Ill. 
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Phyllis Strupp , Michael Battle , Herbert O'Driscoll, Sherry Davis Molock, Brad Braxton, Martin Smith, Esther de Waal 

College of Preachers Conferences 
October 16 - 20, 2006 
Peter Civetta 
Proclaim the Word with 
Boldness: A Performative 
Approach to Preaching 

October 23 - 25, 2006 
Monday at 10:00 a.m. -
Wednesday lunch 
Brad Braxton 
Preaching Paul: An Ancient 
Apostle and the Contemporary 
Pulpit 

November 1 - 5, 2006 
Anne Van Dusen, Harry Adams, 
Joseph Britton, et al. 
Echoes of Phillips Brooks: 
A Pilgrimage 

November 6 - 10, 2006 
Herbert O'Driscoll 
The Art of the Homily 

November 10 - 11, 2006 
Friday at 3:30 p.m. -
Saturday at 3:45 p.m. 
Sherry Davis Molock and 
Jim Clemons 
A Workshop for Preaching on 
Suicide: Why and How 

December 3 - 6, 2006 
Frank Griswold and 
Barbara Braver 
Come Thou Long-Expected 
Jesus: An Advent Retreat for 
Clergy and Laity 

January 15 - 19, 2007 
Michael Battle 
Entrusting the Message of 
Reconciliation 

January 29 - February 2, 2007 
Anthony B. Robinson 
Preaching Acts: Enlivening 
Congregations in a New Day 

February 2-4, 2007 
Esther de Waal and Martin Smith 
Desire: God's Desire and Ours 

February 5 - 9, 2007 
Gillian Drake and William Hague 
Embodying the Spoken Word II 

February 12 - 16, 2007 
Esther de Waal 
The Recovery of the Religious 
Imagination 

February 26 - March 2, 2007 
Sam Lloyd, William Barnwell, 
and Barney Hawkins 
Preaching Short Stories from 
Lent to Easter 

March 5 - 9, 2007 
Mary Alice Mulligan 
Preaching Stronger Sermons by 
Listening to Laity 

March 16 - 20, 2007 
Friday 5:00 p.m. -Tuesday Lunch 
Phyllis Strupp 
Sacred Secrets of Renewal: 
A Spring Pilgrimage to the Desert 

April 16-20, 2007 
Mike Graves 
The Fully Alive Preacher: 
Recovering from Homiletical 
Burnout 

April 23-27, 2007 
David Bartlett 
Looking Forward to the 
Lectionary Readings 

April 30-May 4, 2007 
Festival of Women of Color 
Preachers 

All conferences welcome registrations by laity as well as clergy. For more information or to register, contact College Registrar 
Joan Roberts at 202-537-6381 or jroberts@cathedral.org , or register online at www.cathedralcollege.org. 
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SHORT & SHARP 

Ministry and Prayer 

I 
Among books published in 

recent months are some 
unusual views of ministry: 

Stories of the women doing min­
istry and how they differ from men 
doing ministry. The chapter titled 
"Forgiveness for Dessert" is particu­
larly poignant. The author is married 
to an Episcopal priest. 

. · "\\'111:N H·'( ),\ ·\fS HUii.!) 
l li l. Kl>iCD<)M 
l.r:11Jc \Viliic1n1,; 

WHEN WOMEN BUILD THE KING­
DOM. By Leslie Williams. Cross­
road. Pp. 206. $17.95. ISBN 
0-8245-2363-6. 

MUSINGS OF A COUNTRY PARSON. By 
James F. Graner. Trafford. Pp. 140. $16.50. 
ISBN 1-41205300-5. 

Lives Transformed, 
Periphery Activated 

By the Rev. Rona Harding, Rector 
Church of the Ascension, Lexington Park, MD 
Diocese of Washington 

It was with some trepidation that we held a Faith Alive Week­
end in our parish. 

Our concerns that we would be inviting a lot of people to 
come into our parish to stir up controversy were unfounded. 
Instead, we received a highly focused group of committed lay 
men and women and a very professional retreat which has 
rejuvenated our parish. 

Since the visiting Faith Alive team has left, a new sense of 
intimacy and joy has spread through the parish. The ECW, 

which had died, has been revitalized. The youth 
group has new life. The Foyer groups 

have been reformed. A new discussion 
group on spiritual life has been 
formed and -- best of all -- many who 
were on the periphery of the parish 
are now joining those in the center. 

Our mid-week services have more 
than tripled in size, and our Bible 

study attendance has doubled. 
I encourage any parish that feels that it 

needs a shot in the arm, and a spiritual renewal 
to consider Faith Alive. It certainly touched and changed 
many people's lives in my parish. 

A faith-building experience 
for the entire parish family! 

Faith Alive• 431 Richmond Place, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 • (505) 255-3233 
FAOfficeNM@aol.com www.faithalive.org 
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The author, a frequent 
contributor to TLC, pres-

MIISIN&S 
Of"AeOla!RYPNtSOII 

ents short essays, most of t...-'e.51.. 

which were compiled dur- ....,,._ 
ing his ministry in small-
town congregations. Some solid 
thoughts on the state of the Anglican 
Communion and on the importance of 
Trinitarian Christianity. 

WHEN JOHNNY/JOANIE COMES MARCH-
ING HOME: Reuniting Military Families Fol­
lowing Deployment. By Lester L. Westling, 
Jr. Praxis Press. Pp. 117. $21.95. ISBN 
0975430599. 

The adjustments that 
need to be made by service 
personnel when they return 
from active duty can be con­
siderable. Lester Westling, 
Episcopal priest and mili­
tary chaplain, addresses the 
changes that can take place while peo­
ple are serving. Includes two exam­
ples of seminars. 

Books on prayer and spirituality 
continue to be among the most popu­
lar in the religious market. Some of 
the recent releases are noted: 

1Jh!P1£ J'.'HAJfH::i 
SIMPLE PRAYERS FOR COM- m tHPllUTEI um 
PLICATED LIVES. By Jennifer 
Phillips. Seabury. Pp. 114. $12. 
ISBN 978-1-59627-029-9. 

An Episcopal priest 
offers brief prayers for a 
wide variety of situations. 
Some are moving: In Loneliness, After 
an Assault, At Evening Lamplighting. 
Others seem trivial: Laundry Prayer, 
Writing Checks, Internet Prayer. A 
worthy collection. 

ALL GOD'S CREATURES: The Blessing of Ani­
mal Companions. By Debra K. Farrington. Par­
aclete. Pp. 208. $14.95. ISBN 1-55725-472-9. 

Animal lovers probably 
have known what the 
author reports: that from 
the beginning of time God 
intended humans and ani­
mals to live in covenant 
together. While not prima­
rily a book of prayers, there are suit­
able prayers throughout this book. 
Reflections on pets in our lives from 
their arrival to death. 



NEWS 

Eastern Michigan Bishop 
Begins by Traveling 

During the first five months of his 
episcopacy, the Rt. Rev. S. Todd Ous­
ley intends to visit all 50 congrega­
tions in the Diocese of Eastern 
Michigan, but he will not vest and is 
not scheduled to perform any liturgi­
cal functions until February . 

"It 's so easy for a bishop to get 
drawn into the frenzy of Sunday visi­
tations ," he told THE LMNG CHURCH. "I 
wanted to take this time now to listen . 
I'm 45. I'll be in this for the long haul. 
I don 't feel as though I need to make 
my mark in a hurry. The first thing I 
want to do is hear from [the parish 
leadership] how I can help them to 
bring their dreams to fruition." 

In May delegates to a special con­
vention elected Bishop Ousley on the 
fifth ballot. The former missioner for 
congregational development was con­
secrated Bishop Coadjutor of Eastern 
Michigan Sept . 9 before a congrega­
tion of 900 at the Horizons Conference 
Center in Saginaw. The Rt. Rev. Wen-

dell Gibbs, Bishop of 
Michigan, served as 
chief consecrator. The 
Rev. Gay Jennings, asso­
ciate director of the 
CREDO Institute, deliv­
ered the sermon. For the 
past three years , Bishop 
Ousley has been a mem­
ber of the faculty at 
CREDO, a continuing 
educational institution 
dedicated to the health 
and well being of clergy. 

, ~ - """· ✓ L .. ... L,d, ~lL' 
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Following the Dec. 31 
retirement of the first 
Bishop of Eastern Michi­

The Rt. Rev. S. Todd Ousley (center) receives the mitre, stole and 
chasuble from the Rev. Chuck Stuart and Anne Labat-Gepert 
(who made the chasuble and stole) during his consecration and 
ordination as Bishop Coadjutor of Eastern Michigan Sept. 9. 

gan, the Rt. Rev. Edwin M. Leidel, Jr., 
Bishop Ousley will become the second 
youngest Episcopal bishop in Amer­
ica, behind 43-year-old Oregon Bishop 
Johncy ltty. 

Bishop Ousley said he felt "a palpa­
ble sense of connection" when the epis­
copal ring ( one of the symbols of office 

traditionally given a new bishop during 
the consecration liturgy) was placed on 
his finger. The ring, which was also 
used when Bishop Leidel was conse­
crated in 1996, belonged to the late Rt. 
Rev. William J. Gordon, Bishop of 
Alaska from 1948 to 197 4 and assisting 
Bishop of Michigan from 1976 to 1986. 

Sixth San Diego Church Votes to Leave Diocese 
Despite appearances to the con­

trary, God is creating a new and holy 
thing in our midst, according to the 
Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes. The Bishop 
of San Diego wrote to his clergy Sept. 
8, following the defection of Holy 
Trinity Church , San Diego, after a 
parish meeting on Sept. 6 at which 
the congregation voted to withdraw 
from the diocese . Those who leave 
will receive episcopal oversight from 
the Most Rev. Gregory Venables, Pri­
mate of the Southern Cone and 
Bishop of Argentina . 

The departure of Holy Trinity fol­
lows in the wake of the withdrawal 
of portions of Christ the King, Alpine; 
St. Anne's, Oceanside; St. John's , 
Fallbrook; All Saints', Vista; and 
Grace, San Marcos. 

The Rev. Lawrence Bausch, rector 
of Holy Trinity since 1979, said the 

actions of the 7 4th and 75th General 
Conventions influenced the actions , 
but the decision to disassociate arose 
from a series of letters and state­
ments made by Bishop Mathes over 
control of parish property . Fr. 
Baus ch was a deputy to General Con­
vention in 2003 and an alternate in 
June. 

In a Sept. 7 letter to the clergy of 
the diocese explaining his actions , 
Fr . Bausch said that Bishop Mathes' 
letter written in April "which warned 
clergy and vestries of possible inhibi­
tion and removal if thoughts, words 
or actions concerning separation 
from the Diocese or ECUSA were to 
surface" was the catalyst. 

"Since Holy Trinity's documents 
failed to include the subordination lan­
guage expected by the bishop , both the 
vestry and I felt vulnerable," he said. 

Fr. Bausch also noted that Bishop 
Mathes' description of the Anglican 
Communion Network as "schismatic 
and destru ctive " was a cause of con­
cern, as the parish had been a mem­
ber of the Network prior to Bishop 
Mathes' election. 

However Bishop Mathes' "preemp­
tive strike" against the Bishop of San 
Joaquin, the Rt. Rev. John-David 
Schofield [TLC, Aug. 20], for 
allegedly abandoning the commun­
ion of the church was the act that 
prompted the departure. 

Bishop Mathes explained the situa­
tion to the clergy in a Sept. 8 e-mail, 
likening it to the fable of Chicken Little. 

"A couple of others may join the 
parade, but the sky will not fall for 
the Episcopal Church," Bishop 
Mathes said . 

(The Rev.) George Conger 
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No Agreement Reached 
at New York Meeting 

The group of bishops meeting in New 
York City from Sept. 11 to 13 failed to 
reach any conclusions or consensus. 

"We had honest and frank conversa­
tions that confronted the depth of the 
conflicts that we face ," the bishops 
said in a statement published by Angli­
can Communion News Service. "We 
recognized the need to provide suffi­
cient space, but were unable to come 
to common agreement on the way for­
ward. We could not come to consen­
sus on a common plan to move 
forward to meet the needs of the dio­
ceses that issued the appeal for Alter­
nate Primatial Oversight. The level of 
openness and charity in this confer­
ence allow us to pledge to hold one 
another in prayer and to work 
together until we have reached the 
solution God holds out for us." 

The co-conveners of the meeting 
were Bishops Peter James Lee of Vir­
ginia and John Lipscomb of Southwest 
Florida. Other participating bishops 
were Presiding Bishop Frank Gris­
wold, Presiding Bishop-elect 
Katharine Jefferts Schori and Bishops 
Jack Iker of Fort Worth, Robert Dun­
can of Pittsburgh , James Stanton of 
Dallas, Edward Salmon of South Car­
olina, Mark Sisk of New York, Dorsey 
Henderson of Upper South Carolina, 
and Robert O'Neill of Colorado. 
Canon Kenneth Kearon, the Secretary 
General of the Anglican Communion, 
facilitated the meeting. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
organized the meeting, issued a state­
ment as the participants adjourned. 

"It's a positive sign that these diffi­
cult conversations have been taking 
place in a frank and honest way," he 
wrote. "There is clearly a process at 
work and although it hasn't yet come 
to fruition , the openness and charity in 
which views are being shared and 
options discussed are nevertheless 
signs of hope for the future . Our 
prayers continue." 

Anglican News Service contributed 
to this report. 
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Sandra Lyon, executive director of Episcopal Social Services (ESS), addresses the Sept. 9 rally, 
which drew some 300 supporters, including the Rt. Rev. Dean Wolfe, Bishop of Kansas. 

Kansas Episcopalians Tell County 
Compensation is Inadequate 

The Rt. Rev. Dean Wolfe, Bishop of 
Kansas, urged a Sept. 9 rally of some 
300 supporters of Episcopal Social 
Services to persist until the Sedgwick 
County Commission makes adequate 
provision for the relocation of the 
agency based in downtown Wichita. 

Last year Episcopal Social Ser­
vices (ESS) served more than 7,000 
people during 19,000 visits . The 
agency operates a variety of pro­
grams, including help with employ­
ment , education and counseling. In 
addition, it provides more than 
19,000 free hot lunches a year and 
emergency food assistance. In prepa­
ration for construction of a down­
town sports arena, the county 
recently offered ESS $500,000 for its 
building, but Sandra Lyon, executive 
director of ESS, said the agency will 
need at least $1.3 million to purchase 
and refurbish a building that meets 
its needs. 

Finding a new facility for the 
agency is a challenge, given the 
shortage of suitable buildings in the 
area. ESS wants to remain down­
town, she said, because that is where 
most of its clients live. It also needs 
access to the bus transit system 
because so many clients don 't own 
cars, and they need a parking lot big 

enough to accommodate the nearly 
100 volunteers who serve there. 

There are 26 pieces of property 
slated for demolition, according to 
Ms. Lyon, and the county has settled 
with only three of them to date. One 
of those, a bar across the street from 
ESS with a history of police calls for 
drug and alcohol violations, was 
offered $915,000 for its building. Ms. 
Lyon said the county told her it had 
to factor in the bar's potential lost 
revenue but couldn't do that for a 
not-for-profit agency like ESS. "We 
ask ed them to consider the value of 
what we do , and there is a dollar 
value to it, but they said it wasn't pos­
sible to do that," she said . 

The Rev. Steven Mues , rector of 
the Combined Ministry of St. Alban 's 
and St. Stephen's in Wichita, fired up 
the crowd when he chastised the 
county for comparing the ESS build­
ing to a warehouse in its appraisal 
process. "This is not a warehouse," 
he said. "It is a recycling center, a 
recycling center for human beings , 
providing the resources so those who 
have been cast aside and scratched 
and damaged and hurt by life can 
find resources to help them reclaim 
life and become new beings ." 

Melodie Woerman 
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Mohammad Khatami (center), former president of Iran, is escorted to the lectern at Washington 
National Cathedral Sept. 7 by the Rt. Rev. John B. Chane, Bishop of Washington, and the Very 
Rev. Samuel T. Lloyd, dean. 

Former Iranian President Speaks 
at Washington National Cathedral 

At times when mistrust and sectari­
anism abound , dialogue with moder­
ates such as former Iranian president 
Mohammad Khatami is essential if 
The Episcopal Church is to be a force 
for reconciliation, claims the Rt. Rev. 
John B. Chane, Bishop of Washington. 

President Khatami's Sept. 7 lecture 
at Washington National Cathedral 
drew a rebuke in advance from the 
bishops of Northern Indiana, Rhode 
Island and Southwest Florida and 
some 200 protesters for the lecture 
itself. In a Sept. 5 letter of protest to 
Bishop Chane and the dean of the 
cathedral, the three said without the 
inclusion of differing voices on the 
lecture program, the invitation to 
President Khatami was an "ill-con­
ceived and inappropriate expression 
of the aspirations of our Church." 

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II, 
Bishop of Northern Indiana, and the 
Rt. Rev. Geralyn Wolf, Bishop of 
Rhode Island, were raised in Jewish 
households before joining The Epis­
copal Church . The Rt. Rev. John B. 
Lipscomb, Bishop of Southwest 

Florida, has spoken out previously 
against genocide as well as several 
Episcopal Church resolutions which 
he believes placed a disproportionate 
share of blame for Middle East vio­
lence on Israel. 

After the lecture, Bishop Chane 
praised Mr. Khatami and said The 
Episcopal Church must be willing to 
seek moderate voices such as his. 

"His record in Iran was the record 
of a reformer trying to address the 
issue of human rights and to lessen 
the influence of the religious courts," 
Bishop Chane told THE LIVING 
CHURCH. "He has been sincere in his 
efforts to increase dialogue and 
understanding." 

Dressed in a black turban and robes 
and speaking in Farsi through an 
interpreter, Mr. Khatami condemned 
human rights violators and those who 
commit crimes in the name of reli­
gion, and called for respectful interna­
tional dialogue, an end to 
unilateralism and violent language 
between nations , and the eradication 
of all weapons of mass destruction. 

Bishop Jefferis Schori 
Makes Appointments 

The Rt. Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
recently armounced her first appoint­
ments since being elected the 26th Pre­
siding Bishop of The Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Jefferts Schori has named 
eight members of a search committee 
that will assist her with the selection of 
a new executive director, who will 
serve as chief operating officer at the 
Episcopal Church Center in New York 
City and vice president of the Domes­
tic and Foreign Missionary Society 
(the corporation chartered by The 
Episcopal Church) . The Rev. Canon 
Robert M. Nelson, canon to the ordi­
nary in the Diocese of Nevada, will 
chair the committee. 

Other members include the Rt. Rev. 
David Andres Alvarez, Bishop of Puerto 
Rico; Bonnie Anderson, president of 
the House of Deputies; the Rev. James 
H. Cooper, rector, Trinity Church, Wall 
Street, New York City; Vincent Currie, 
Jr., administrator of the Diocese ofthe 
Central Gulf Coast; the Rev. Canon 
Carlson Gerdau, canon to the Primate 
and Presiding Bishop; the Rev. Gay C. 
Jennings, associate director of CREDO 
Institute, Inc.; and the Rt. Rev. Chester 
L. Talton, Bishop Suffragan of Los 
Angeles. Bishop Alvarez, Ms. Anderson 
and Ms. Jennings are members of the 
national Executive Council. A majority 
of the 36-member council must concur 
with the appointment. 

The published list of attributes 
sought in the executive director 
includes demonstrated awareness of 
the "polity, governance, culture and tra­
ditions of The Episcopal Church"; 
understanding of systems and ability in 
conflict identification, management 
and resolution; extensive experience in 
organizational management , and 
proven abilities in team building. 

Applications should be sent to Canon 
Nelson in care of the Diocese of Nevada 
no later than Oct. 2. The current execu­
tive officer, Patricia C. Mordecai, previ­
ously armounced her intention to retire 
later this year after more than eight 
years of service. 
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By Michael O'Loughlin 

Programs and meetings are back 
in full swing at most churches, 

and in many Episcopal parishes, that 
includes one or more book clubs . 
Book discussion groups have proven 
to be a way to encourage men and 
women with a wide range of interests 
to meet other parishioners , share their 
love of reading, and explore their faith. 

Many reading groups take the sum­
mer off and are just now beginning to 
meet again. Such is the case with the 
participants in the men's book group at 
Good Samaritan, Sammamish, Wash., 
which meets monthly from September 
through June. 

"The guys like histori cal fiction, 
biographies, and philosophical" gen­
res, said Randy Nevin, a group partici­
pant. Father Joe, by Tony Hendra, was 
a book that the group recently found 
"very inspirational and uplifting," Mr. 
Nevin said. 

The women's book group at All 
Saints', Brookline, Mass ., holds its 
meetings twice each month for 90 min­
utes on Saturday mornings. Club facil­
itator Lu Bunting said that A Season 
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for the Spirit by Martin Smith was well 
received because "he provided mean­
ingful daily reflections for Lent that led 
participants deeper into their relation­
ship with God and creation." 

Another women-only book club, at 
St. John's Norwood in Chevy Chase, 
Md., has met on the first Monday 
evening of the month for 13 years. "We 
try to alternate classics and older 
books with more current titles," said 
Nancy Wiecking, an original member. 
She said the books selected are almost 
always "either by women or featuring 
a woman prominently, though occa­
sionally exceptions are made. " One 
title that was popular with her group 
was The Linden Tree, a privately 
printed book by Marianne Meszoly, 
"because of the way it personalized 
history ... and the author met with us." 

One of the best aspects of the men's 
book group at St. John's Norwood, 
according to member Earle O'Donnell, 
is that "we intentionally select books 
that many members might not read on 
their own . Because group members 
include folks who are historians, sci­
entists, doctors, and former senior mil­
itary and state department officials, 

among others, we frequently pick 
books that one of the group has some 
special personal insight into because 
that adds so much to the discussion 
which we all prize. We have made a 
special effort to understand other cul­
tures, having read several works on 
religion." 

Of course, not all book groups are 
men- or women-only. The club at Trin­
ity Church on the Green, New Haven, 
Conn., now in its 20th year, meets once 
a month between September and June, 
attracting between 10 and 24 partici­
pants. Club member Jenny Briggs said 
the club started as a women-only 
group, but now welcomes men, who 
make up about 40 percent of partici­
pants. "The gender mix leads to inter­
esting discussions and a more varied 
book selection and choice ," she said. 

St. Stephen's, Orinda, Calif., has two 
book groups, including a recently 
formed Simple Living Book Club. 
Elizebeth Kingsley facilitates the "tra­
ditional" book club , which meets 
monthly during the program year for 
90 minutes. She said the group 
chooses its book list in the spring for 
the coming program year. 



Tips 
,. 

· tor Book 
Club 

Success • 
,; 

• 3 

• Make the book selection process democratic, with nominations and voting. 

• Require that nominated books must have been read by the recommender (not "I heard this was good"). 

• Rotate meetings among members' houses, where people often feel more comfortable. 

• Concentrate on recruiting new members, with invitations in the church newsletter and weekly bulletin. 

• Have an occasional potluck or movie night or other fun activity. 

• Let members recommend a broad range of book subjects, even if controversial. 

• Don't serve a full meal at each meeting- it's too much like work. 

• Be open to a book you would not otherwise read. You may find it most interesting 

precisely because it is new to you. 

• Rotate conveners. The person who nominates the selected book should provide 

background information and questions to start the discussion. 

• Remember that the purpose of the meeting is to have a discussion, not listen to a lecture. 
Give everyone a chance to contribute. 

• Choose from a variety of categories to make the club widely appealing. 

• Make participation easy. Assure people they can drop in just once if they like. 

• Explore a discount ordering arrangement with a nearby independent book shop. 

• Keep a copy of each book in the church library. 

"We try to choose books that will 
lead to thought-provoking discus­
sions ," she said. "The Curious Inci­
dent Of The Dog In The Night by Mark 
Haddon was such a book. We all 
ertjoyed the story and had a moving 
discussion since two of our members 
had personal stories to tell. The expe­
rience certainly brought us all closer 
together ." 

The parish's Simple Living group 
started in June and plans to continue 
meeting monthly in members' homes, 
according to facilitator Sheri Sweeney. 
"We currently have about 10 people 
participating," she said. "We know the 
search for simplicity resonates with 

plenty of people outside the church , so 
we encourage friends and neighbors to 
join with us in our reading and discus­
sion. It's a great opportunity to extend 
hospitality and an invitation to give 
The Episcopal Church a try. 

"All the books selected for this 
group address the theme of 'simplicity' 
in some way," she said. "This fall we'll 
be reading and discussing Praying 
Like Jesus: The Lord's Prayer in a 
Culture of Prosperity by James Mul­
holland, and club members will facili­
tate a parish workshop on simplifying 
the holidays based on Jo Robinson 's 
and Jean Coppock Staeheli's book 
Unplug the Christmas Machine. 

Fellowship and More 
Fellowship is a primary goal for 

most of the groups . "We share our pas­
sion for books and share the life expe­
riences that a good book, like few 
other things , draws out from people," 
Mr. O'Donnell said . "Some would say 
that is the essence of real community 
building and I think that is one won­
derful by-product of these meetings. It 
also has served as a means of integrat­
ing newcomers into the congregation." 

Jim Hindle, who participates in a 
men's book group at St. Dunstan's, 
Madison, Wis., echoed Mr. O'Donnell's 

(Continued on next page) 
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comments. In addition to fellowship 
and ertjoyment, participation "makes 
us aware of the difference of opinion 
and feelings of the group, and teaches 
tolerance and appreciation for these 
differences," he said. 

Community building and adult 
Christian formation are goals of the 
book group at St. Matthew's, St. Paul, 
Minn. "It's also a way to engage more 
deeply with the ideas, themes and the­
ological concepts that will help people 
go deeper spiritually, and that I - and 
other members of our leadership team 
- highlight in sermons, newsletters, 
and community discussions," said the 
Rev. Blair Pogue, rector. 

Ms. Sweeney said the Simple Living 
Book Club "grew out of the desire of a 
few parishioners to consciously slow 
down, and we decided to use the book 
club format because it is sometimes 
easiest to tackle tough issues - theo­
logical and otherwise - by having a 
shared frame of reference. The books 
we read present us with a great jump­
ing-off point for our discussions." 

The goals of a book group can also 
advance the goals and spirit of the 
parish as a whole. Ms. Bunting said her 
group has offered All Saints' "focused 
spiritual growth and growth in com­
munity." Mr. Hindle said the St. Dun­
stan's book group has "been able to 
close the gap of understanding on 
some very tough issues, which carries 
over to the congregation as a whole." 

Ms. Kingsley said that at St. 
Stephen's, "whatever the book , we feel 
comfortable sharing experiences and 
we all learn in the process as we build 
a stronger faith foundation together ." 

The book group at St. Matthew's is 
"a great way to introduce ideas and 
possibilities to a core group of parish­
ioners," Ms. Pogue said, "and also a 
safe, non-threatening way to help peo­
ple explore and deepen their faith. 

"I have found that newcomers and 
seekers who are interested in explor­
ing the Christian faith but are initially 
intimidated by a Bible study are willing 
to discuss a novel in which biblical or 
theological themes are prevalent," she 
said. "It is so important for us to have 
a place to make and explore connec­
tions between our faith and the 
world." 0 
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Observing 
Congregations 

Diana Butler Bass focuses on why congregations succeed 

By Peter Eaton 

D iana Butler Bass has been called the "new Loren Mead" of her generation, 
and it is not hard to see why. She loves congregations, and knows more 

about contemporary congregational life in mainline churches than almost any­
one. Her book, The Practicing Congregation, has been the Alban lnstitute's best­
selling title since Mead's ground-breaking The Once and Future Church was 
published in 1991. 

Butler Bass is intrigued by the unexpected. Her first book, Standing Against 
the Whi1twind , was a scholarly examination of the evangelical movement in the 
19th-century Episcopal Church. "I like to look at things that are off the radar 
screen," she says, "and the evangelical movement in the Episcopal Church was 
something that most people had forgotten." Like many historians, she is as much 
interested in the future as she is in the past: "I hope to help people understand 
their history so that it can be the foundation for them to change and move ahead." 



This fascination for making unexpected connections, 
and for looking at what she likes to call "usable history," 
has brought Butler Bass from the academic study of the 
history of the church to the disciplined analysis of con­
temporary congregational life. Her book, Strength for 
the Journey, published in 2002, is part memoir, part 
reflection on the life of the church. In the last chapter, she 
suggested a new kind of congregation, which she called 
the "intentional congregation," the sort of congregation 
that might offer hope for the future to mainline churches. 

Then the breakthrough can1e. Someone at the Lilly 
Foundation read her book, and asked her if she would be 
willing to expand the idea beyond The Episcopal Church 
and her own personal experience. Could she find inter­
esting and instructive examples of intentional congrega­
tions from which others might learn? Once again Butler 
Bass was able to look at the unexpected. "Everyone was 
saying that the mainline churches were dying, but that 
was not my experience," she wrote. "Conservative 
churches had been over-studied, while progressive 
churches had not. So I wanted to see what made congre­
gations in mainline churches flourish." 

always done the way you have always done it won't 
work anymore. 

"Then listen carefully to the way God is leading the 
congregation," she says. "Trust that God has a purpose 
for you as individuals and for the community to which 
you belong." And then there is nothing else to do but get 
on with it, to live out those spiritual practices that come 
from our deep and great traditions as churches. Practices 
like worship, doingjustice, hospitality, and healing, which 
are the "signposts" of her new book. 

"If we treat these matters as practices, as spiritual 
habits, then we get better at them, and they transform us. 
To be intentional about our practices in community will 
indeed bring new life to our congregations," Butler Bass 
reflects. In just this way, the church can reclaim its voca­
tion to transform the world. 

And she should know. For she travels the country, see­
ing just such vitality everywhere. D 

The Very Rev. Peter Eaton is the dean of the Cathedral of 
St. John, Denver, Colo. 

Lilly gave her a grant for a three-year proj­
ect on "the practicing congregation." IBti­
mately, she identified 50 congregations 
across the United States. The smallest had 35 
members, the largest 3,500, and they were 
from six different denominations. "One of 
the few things they had in common," she 
reflects, "was that they are all 'vital' congre­
gations - so all of them were growing, either 

Books 

in terms of their spiritual life, or their num­
bers, or both." 

The book The Practicing Congregation 
came out of the research project as it was 
still going on, and it was a "theology" of the 
investigation. The next book, From Nomads 
to Pilgrims, contains the voices of the pas­
tors of the congregations in the study. Butler 
Bass wanted not just to reflect on theory, but 
also to give readers a concrete sense of what 
these vital congregations were like in real 
life. 

Her latest book, Christianity for the Rest 
of Us, to be published by Harper San Fran­
cisco this month, is the fruit of her research 
re-told for a much wider audience. She tells 
the stories of vital congregations in her own 
words: "I want to say why all this is impor­
tant, and how congregations can transform 
their communities." 

Butler Bass has some criteria for "congre­
gations of intentional practice." In four 
words, they are "attentiveness," "discern-
ment," "purpose," and "practice." "You have 
to pay attention to what you are doing in 
congregational life, and see how things fit," 
she insists. "Just doing what you have 

Standing Against the Whirlwind: 
Evangelical Episcopalians in 19th Century America 
(Oxford University Press 1995) 

Strength for the Journey: 
A Pilgrimage of Faith in Community (Jossey Bass 2002) 

Broken We Kneel: Reflections on Faith and Citizenship 
(Jossey Bass 2004) 

The Practicing Congregation: Imagining a New Old 
Church (The Alban Institute 2004) 

From Nomads to Pilgrims: Stories from Practicing 
Congregations (The Alban Institute 2006) 

Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood 
Church is Transforming the Faith 
(Harper San Francisco 2006) 

Learn more about Diana Butler Bass 
at www.dianabutlerbass.com 

OCTOBER I. 2006 · THE LIVING CHURCH 19 



EDITOR'S COLUMN 
latlulllaglmwlg 

-1:1u1Word 
lllldtlul Word-

BlpBop Amen! WORD! 
Alldtlul'Wanl.__ When I learned that The Hip Hop 

Prayer Book was being published by 
Church Publishing, I was anxious to see 
it, for like many of you, I have read in this 
magazine and elsewhere about this cul-

God, 
ttdon't quit 

1111d ttd.oD't tural phenomenon. It looks like a prayer 
book, reads like a prayer book, and really is 

a prayer book stop 
It contains an order for the Holy Eucharist, a hip 

hop baptismal rite, versions of the Daily Offices, hip 
hop translations of many of the psalms, Bible stories, 
and perhaps most fascinating, a section titled 
Rhyme, Rap, and Prayers of the Hood. 

Here's an example, the opening verses of the 
Magnificat: 

The mighty one's done great things for me 
Just wok around and you can see ... 
The mighty one's done great things for me 
So I holla his name out in the streets ... 

And the opening of John's gospel: 
Coul,dn't express the feeling I was waking 
for the words 

My man on the block came up and said 
"word!" 

Tassin and turnin like I couldn't sleep 
And when I woke up, waked up to see 
Workin so hard trying to live my dreams 
Martin Luther King said he had a dream . .. 

The Hip Hop Mass had its inception at Trinity 
Church Morrisana, Bronx, N.Y., two 

Did You Know ... years ago. What started as a series 
of Friday night celebrations in the 
streets of the South Bronx has 
grown to major proportions: the 
General Convention, the Episcopal 
Youth Event, the Southern Christ­
ian Leadership Conference Con­
vention, Texas Southern University. 

The Rt. Rev. Alan Scarfe, 
Bishop of Iowa, wearing 

cope and miter, took part 
in a live chess match 
at Cornell College, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 

Quote of the Week 
The Rt. Rev. Michael 

Creighton, Bishop 
of Central Pennsylvania, 

on being a bishop: 
Hit Is ... like God grabbing 

you and immersing you 

into the journey of others." 

It's been held at such well-known 
Episcopal edifices as the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine; Trinity, Wall 
Street; St. Martin's, Houston; St. 
Paul's, Richmond; Trinity Cathe­
dral, Trenton, N.J. In prisons, at 
conferences, at a provincial synod. 

The driving force behind the Hip 
Hop Mass is the Rev. Timothy 
Holder, rector of the Bronx parish. 
A gregarious fellow known by the 
hip hoppers as "Poppa T," he cre­
ated the Hip Hop Mass as an out­
reach to children and young people 
of the South Bronx, the area where 
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hip hop originated. 
There are, of course, some things in the Hip Hop 

Prayer Book that you won't find in the pew edition of 
the 1979 prayer book For example, there's an altar 
call. And after an Amen! we find WORD! used as an 
exclamation. 

There are some wonderful expressions which 
probably would take some getting used to. For 
instance, at the Peace, we find: 

Presider: Yes, Yes, Y'all 
The peace of God is with You! 

The response: 
Yes, Yes, Y'all 
Yes, Yes, Y'all 
The peace of God is with You 

And at the confession, 
presider offers the absolution: 

It's cool! Godforgives you! 
It's a done deal! 

And at the dismissal: 
Now send us forth into 
the Hood ... 

the 

Parts of the book stretch things a 
bit, especially for anyone as out of touch as I am. For 
instance, from the Eucharist: 

He gave it to His homies and said ... 
This is My Bwod given for you and All Peeps. 

From Psalm 15: 
Lord I wonder who you run with? Ride with? 
Be with? 
I decided you abide with a V.J.P. list 
Those who creep quick and steady 
on the tight rope 
Pessimist are messy they readily back bite folk ... 

All of this, I understand, would be more effective 
accompanied by a backbeat - perhaps the kind you 
hear in the car that rolls alongside yours at an inter­
section with rappers blaring at a decibel level that 
causes you to hit the "close window" button. 

I do not understand the hip hop culture, yet there is 
something appealing about what I read in The Hip 
Hop Prayer Book. I can envision young people being 
drawn to Christ through the experience of a hip hop 
liturgy. I can visualize the excitement of several hun­
dred people participating in a liturgy in the street. And 
I have to smile when I picture Bishop Catherine 
Roskam and some of the others who are thanked in 
the book for presiding at Hip Hop Masses, break 
dancing or taking part in an offertory hip. Bless them 
for their willingness to participate, and bless "Poppa 
T" for this creative, important book 

David Kalvelage, executive editor 



EDITORIALS 

Reading for Spiritual Growth 
As is usually the case, there are plenty of books being published these 

days in the religious field. While examining the dozens of books sent to us 
for possible review in this magazine, it is striking to note how short many 
of them are . Many of the books could be described as falling into the "spir­
ituality" category - a designation that has been more popular in recent 
years as people seem to be searching for an experience of God. 

For the most part, these are positive developments. Having a large mun­
ber of books from which to choose ought to mean that it will be easier for 
a reader to find what he or she is looking for. Having a large number of 
books that present various aspects of spirituality probably is good as well, 
for it should help people increase their own spiritual lives. And because 
the books seem shorter, we should find 
that it takes less time to read them - a 
distinct advantage in these days of heav­
ily scheduled Christians. 

This Fall Book Issue emphasizes 
some of the variety of books currently 
available. Reviews of recently published 
works and advertisements from publish­
ers may be helpful in determining 
whether to read a particular book. This 
is usually a good time of year to get in 
the habit of reading quality books . The 
days are shorter, the weather is cooler, 
and many of us will spending more time 
indoors. There are plenty of good books 
writt en by Episcopalians about their 
church or Anglicanism in general. Peo­
ple who are serious about their church 
ought to spend some time learning more 
about their faith. Books are a great way 
to do that. 

Episcopal Schools Thriving 
Some churches will recognize the ministry of the National Association 

of Episcopal Schools (NAES) on Sunday, Oct. 1 as the organization 
observes its annual Episcopal Schools Celebration. In some places, the 
celebration will take place on one of the following weekdays . NAES has 
become one of the most positive ministries in The Episcopal Church, 
reflecting growth and positive development. Enrollment at its member 
schools has increased nearly 30 percent in recent years , and the organiza­
tion has been an advocate and resource for more than 1,000 school and 
early childhood education centers . 

The theme of this year 's Episcopal Schools' Celebration is "Variety of 
Gifts, but the Same Spirit," an appropriate theme for NAES' governing 
board is involved in an important task of assessing the gifts of potential 
executive directors. The Rev. Peter G. Cheney has announced his intention 
to resign next year, so the search process has begun. 

Episcopal schools continue to be effective in providing quality educa­
tion for thousands of young people. Those schools, and their membership 
organization, NAES, deserve our thanks. 

s one exami 
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By Robert G. Certain 

0 
n the final day for deputies to submit legisla­
tion for consideration at the 75th General 
Convention of The Episcopal Church, a res-

olution titled "Salvation Through Christ Alone" (0058) 
was entered. The Dispatch of Business Committee 
chose to refer it to the Cognate Committee on Evange­
lism for consideration. 

was moved, was on the motion to "discharge from fur­
ther consideration." It was never on the subject matter 
itself. Any interpretation of the action of the committee 
or the House of Deputies to the contrary is erroneous 
and misleading. The house agreed with the committee 
to discharge the resolution because it had already been 
dealt with at previous conventions. 

When I rose to explain the committee's action, here is 
what I said in response to each Resolved : 

When it came to us as the final piece of 
legislation we would consider, I was con­
cerned about the public perception of any 
debate on the resolution. No matter what 
we did with it , a bad headline would 
result. Introduced late into the conven­
tion, the debate would be lin1ited to about 
15-20 minutes. Since our procedure is to 
alternate between those for and those 
against, it would appear to people unfa­
miliar with our procedures that the 

No matter 

what we did 
Resolved, the House of Bishops concur­

ring, That the 75th General Convention of 
the Epis copal Church declares its 
unclwnging commitment to Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God, the only name by which 
any person may be saved (Article XVIII); 

-
with it, a bad 

headline 

would result. 
First , this is an inappropriate subject for 

legislation . It is part of the historic doc­
trine of the Church, and such cannot be 
changed except in Ecumenical Council, the 
last of which was held in the 10th century. debate indicated a major division in the 

church. That parliamentary situation 
would give an erroneous picture to an outside observer . 

I moved to request the house to discharge us from 
considering the resolution because it had already been 
dealt with at previous General Conventions. That 
motion was passed by a large majority of the commit­
tee, and I expected it to go to the consent calendar 
where debate is not allowed . However, it appeared on 
the debate calendar instead . 

When it came to the floor of the house, the debate, 
which consisted of four speakers before the question 
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It was acted upon by previous General 
Conventions in each edition of the Book of Common 
Prayer (and by the English Church since 1549). In the 
prayer book we have all of the 39 Articles of Faith ( save 
one dealing with the English monarchy); we have the 
Apostles and Nicene Creeds; we have the baptismal 
covenant; and we have the statement signed by all ordi­
nands that we "do believ e the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to con­
tain all things necessary to salvation." 

And be it further Resolved, That we acknowledge the 



solemn responsibility placed upon us to share Christ 
with all persons when we hear His words, "I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me" (John 14:6); 

This, too, is covered in the baptismal covenant, as 
well as in the welcome of the newly baptized: "We 
receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 
of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share 
with us in his eternal priesthood." 

These words are affirmed at every baptism and every 
renewal of baptismal promises. 

And be it further Resolved, That we affirm that in 
Christ there is both the substitutionary essence of the 
Cross and the manifestation of God's unlimited and 
unending love for all persons; 

First, I don't have any idea what "substitutionary 
essence of the Cross" refers to. 

"Substitutionary Atonement" is one interpretation of 
the doctrine of the Atonement, but not the only one. 
This Resolved should go to the House of Bishops' Com­
mittee on Theology, not the Cognate Committee on 
Evangelism. 

Regardless of the theological meaning of the words, 
the structure of the English sentence is very strange, 
since it suggests that the cross alone accomplishes the 
Atonement and must logically be a person of the Trinity. 
In fact, Jesus is the One who accomplishes the Atone­
ment on the cross. He, not the cross, is the sacrifice. 
Jesus is God, not the cross on which he was crucified . 

I think this particular Resolved is both bad English 
and bad theology. 

And be it further Resolved, That we renew our dedi­
cation to be faithful witnesses to all persons of the sav­
ing love of God perfectly and uniquely revealed in 
Jesus and upheld by the full testimony of Scripture. 

This final Resolved is covered in nearly every liturgy 
contained in the Book of Common Prayer. 

I ended by stating my embarrassment that anyone 
would introduce a debate on the substance of this reso­
lution on the floor of the House of Deputies. The com­
mitment to Jesus as Lord is not debatable, it is the 
foundation (and first creed) of the Church since New 
Testament times. The house should discharge the Com­
mittee on Evangelism ( and itself) from further consid­
eration of this resolution because it has already been 
dealt with at previous General Conventions. Jesus is, 
and always has been, Lord. 0 

The Rev. Robert G. Certain is a General Convention 
deputy from the Diocese of San Diego and a member 
of the Cognate Committee on Evangelism. 

The Reader'.s Viewpoint article rJoes not necessanly represent the 
editorial op1r1ion ofT HE LMNG CHURCH or its boarci of directors. 

I write this with a heavy heart. I have ertjoyed THE LMNG 

CHURCH for many years, but recently it has become apparent that 
TLC has forsaken its mission to "build up the church." 

1 write not to complain but to exhort . At this time in the life of 
the church, TLC's mission is vital. Yet the execution of that mis­
sion seems to be held hostage by its editorial propensity of late 
to publish the fear-mongering despair of those who contend that 
the church is doomed, 
going to hell, lost its soul. 

How can you build up 
the church when you give 
so much time and energy to 
those who don't believe in 
the sanctity and efficacy of 
what the church is doing 
and who the church is 
electing? Why do you feel 
so compelled to print every 
word and action of those 
bishops and lay people who 
have chosen not to break 
bread with the rest of us, 

How can you 
build up 
the church 
when you give 
so much time 
and energy 
to those who 
don't believe ? 

chosen not to commune with the rest of us, chosen not to find 
the risen Christ in the rest of us? 

Build up the church by interviewing, publishing, seeking the 
many stories of those who love the church, delight in what the 
church is doing, have great faith that the church is the body of 
Christ. It remains so because God wills it, not because we will it 
by our actions, ethics or theology. 

Help us build up the church by not giving any more time to 
those who think the church has failed and are filled with misery 
and condemnation. Be good stewards of your mission and build 
up the church with stories of grace, beauty and goodness that 
abound in the many vibrant parishes across the country. After 
all we are the beloved body of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

' (The Rev.) Benno D. Pattison 

Statement Consistent 

Church of the Epiphany 
Atlanta, Ga. 

I noted with concern the editorial, "Strange Timing in 
Arkansas" [TLC, Aug. 13], and I read with appreciation Bishop 
Maze's response [TLC, Sept. 10]. The bishop is my immediate 
successor in office, and I have the utmost admiration for his 
steadfast and forthright action in the matter of same-sex bless­
ings, as in other issues he has faced in his episcopate. 

It is important to note that while the Windsor Report calls "for 
a moratorium on all such public blessings ," in the very same 
paragraph (#144) it recognized the action of the 74th Gener~ 
Convention making "provision for the development of public 
rites." In responding to the Windsor Report, the 75th convention 
took no action to change its previous stance. Bishop Maze's 
statement is consistent with that action. Furthermore, it is one 

(Continued on next page) 
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THE MISSION BOOKSTORE 
OF NASHOTAH HOUSE 

AN EPISCOPAL SEMINARY 
2777 MISSION ROAD 

NASHOTAH, WI 53058-9793 

Most books seen in The Living Church are available. 
Ask about clergy and church discounts. 

(262) 646-6529 

SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
OF CLEMENCY 

Continuous Novena daily at 5.45pm 
Send your prayer requests to 

Canon Gordon Reid 
S.Clement's Church, 2013 Appletree St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
www.s-clements.org 

888-ReloCenter (888-735-6236) 

♦- Clergy Discount 

Ask for a clergy moving specialist and discover 
why thousands of churches, clergy and seminarians have 

relied on us for nearly two decades. 

• Guaranteed Dates 

♦ Up To 3 Estimates 

♦ Major Van Lines 

A Non-Profit, 
Ecumenical 

Retreat 
Center 

Welcoming 
To All 

www.clergyrelocation.com 

email: info@clergyrelocation.com 

P.O. Box 158 • Des Moines, NM 88418 
(505) 278-3002 

www.mandalacenter.org 

A quiet, peacejit! place for rest and renewal known for its beautiful facilities, excellent meals and 
breathtaking views of the high plains and volcanic peaks of northeastern NM Upcoming programs: 

Taize Ministry Weekend. Friday-Sunday, November 3-5. Taize style worship is deeply contem­
plative and includes scripture reading, silence, brief prayers and meditative singing. Learn to plan 
and lead Taize style worship and experience an abundance of Taize style music and prayer. If you 
play a musical instrument, [?lease bring it. Pastor, church musician, author and retreat leader, The 
Rev. Brad Berglund, facilitates an association of churches worshipping in the Taize style. Fee: 
$325. 

New Year's Retreat: Praying From the Heart - Praying with the Body. Thursday-Mondar, 
December 28-January 1, 2007. Experience a prayerful New Year's season as we join together m 
Centering Prayer, prayerful movement and sacred chant, giving thanks for 2006 and "ringing in" 
2007. Retreat leaders are Susan Rush, coordinator of Contemplative Outreach of New Mexico, 
hospice chaplain and spiritual director, and Jim Reale, teacher of contemplative practice and 
composer of beautiful sacred chants. Fee: $450. 

A Winter Writer's Retreat. Tuesday-Sunday, January 9-14, 2007. Do you write or want to write 
and struggle to find the time and inspiration to do so? This retreat is for you! You will have plenty 
of free, uninterrupted time to think, reflect and write, and daily opportunities to discuss your work 
with other participants and writing instructor Sharon Niederman. Sharon is an award winning New 
Mexico _autho_r, journalist and photographer. The author of six non-fiction books and _thousands of 
articles m regional and national pubhcat10ns, her debut novel, Return to Abo, was published in 2005 
by the University of New Mexico Press. Fee: $500. 

Fees include tuition, double occupancy room and meals. 
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of respect for the dignity of all human 
beings, regardless of their sexual orien­
t,ation. 

As Bishop of Arkansas (1980-93), I 
was always grateful for the care and 
concern with which the members of the 
diocese struggled with issues such as 
human sexuality. In his letter, Bishop 
Maze rightly notes "the years of explo­
ration that have already t:aken place" 
regarding this issue. 

"Strange Timing," the headline srates. 
The question is not in timing but in 
doing the right thing, and I am proud of 
my successor's action in this matter of 
justice and pastoral concern. 
(The Rt. Rev.) Herbert A. Donovan, Jr. 

Bishop of Arkansas, retired 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 

Doctrine Flouted 
David Kalvelage's column, "What 

Faith Was Delivered?" [TLC, Sept. 3] 
enjoins us to: "not forget that when 
judges in the Righter case issued their 
findings following a hearing, they saj.d 
The Episcopal Church has no core doc­
tiine [regarding human sexuality]. That 
certainly weakens the traditionalists' 
argument." 

The Righter case was deeply flawed 
from its beginning. At least two, per­
haps three, of the bishops who sat as 
judges had previously done the very 
thing Walter Righter was accused of: 
ordain a non-celibate homosexual per­
son as a deacon or priest of this church. 
That they should have recused them­
selves is blatantly obvious. That they 
did not do so is both disingenuous and 
tragic. The Lambeth Conference of 
1998 demonstrated that the bishops of 
the rest of the Anglican Communion are 
overwhelmingly convinced we have 
"core doctiine" regarding human sexu­
ality. The Episcopal Church has flouted 
that doctiine at enormous cost. 

(The Rt. Rev.) John W. Howe 
Bishop of Central Fwrida 

Orl,ando, Fla. 

The Editor's Column, "What Faith 
Was Delivered?" cites Jude 3 [" ... con­
tend for the faith which was once deliv­
ered to the saints"] as being invoked by 
the "more conservative or traditional­
ist" folk who are "trying to call The 

(Continued on page 26) 



GOD'S POTTERS 
Pastoral Leadership and the Shaping of Congregations 
JACKSON W. CARROLL 

"Jack Carroll has been listening to us pastors through his massive 
Pulpit & Pew survey. This illuminating book details what we have 
learned about ourselves and what this master church observer thinks 
about us as leaders in congregational formation:' 

- William H. Willimon 

ISBN 0-8028-6320-5 • 312 pages • paperback • $28.00 

RESURRECTING EXCELLENCE 
Shaping Faithful Christian Ministry 

L. GREGORY JONES and KEVIN R. ARMSTRONG 

"Resurrecting Excellence provides a profoundly moving picture 
of what it means to be a Christian and a pastor today:' 

- Dorothy C. Bass 

ISBN 0-8028-3234-2 • 196 pages • paperback • $15.00 
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Episcopal Church back to its Anglican 
heritage." [Indeed. He got that one 
right.] 

Then our editor writes that the tradi­
tionalists" ... imply that those who hold 
the power in the church these days are 
teaching a faith, a doctrine, which 
means something other than what was 
received from 'the saints.'" [How per­
ceptive. But imply? What would it take 
to persuade our editor they are saying it 
directly?] He then writes, "OK, but let's 
not forget that when judges in the 
Righter case issued their findings fol­
lowing a hearing, they said The Episco­
pal Church has no core doctrine." 
[Those result-oriented judges surely did 
say that .. . in their view that has been 
the truth for years.] 

But then our editor concludes, "That 
certainly weakens the traditionalist's 
argument." Huh? What? 

How does today's doctrine-less-ness 
in The Episcopal Church "weaken" the 
traditionalists' argwnent that The Epis­
copal Church is teaching "a faith, a doc­
trine, that is something other than what 
was received from the saints?" The 
author of Jude pre-dated The Episcopal 
Church by a considerable margin. 
Seems to me the "truth" in today 's 
judges' eyes drives the traditionalists' 
argument from Jude straight into the 
teeth of The Episcopal Church. 

C'mon, Mr. Editor, please tell us you 
were only funnin' with us. Right? You 
just wanted to see if we were paying 
attention, weren't you? Else you seem 
to have tripped over a very large and 
distantly obvious non sequitur. 

Doug Irish 
Paradis e Valley, Ariz. 

No Longer Innovation 
I was happy to see that the third 

Technology Issue [TLC, Aug. 20] was a 
vast improvement over the first (the 
cover depicted a man throwing a com­
puter in frustration) and the second 
(the almost anti-technology issue, in 
which readers were encouraged to 
"unplug") in terms of actually depict­
ing the usefuln ess of communications 
technology for spreading the gospel 
and for church growth . I was further 
encouraged to see an article written 
by Richard Mamrnana. 

I was disappointed, however, with 
David Kalvelage's cheerful curmud­
geonly diatribe against the use of e­
mail. Yes, we all get far more spam 
than we would like, and for the 
moment spam is an unfortunate part 
of life. Please remember that e-mail is 
no longer by any stretch an innova­
tion. I was not an early adopter of 
internet use, and yet my future spouse 
and I were trading e-mail 17 years ago. 
I can happily report that we still 
express our love for each other elec­
tronically on a daily basis. 

I realize, and hold as one of our 
greatest strengths, that Episcopalians 
exist in the dynamic tension between 
the best traditions of the past and the 
reality of the present. His attitude (i.e., 
belittling a generation-old communica­
tion tool) is symptomatic of the 
church's unhealthy inclination to for­
get that the present continues to move 
forward. Surely an organization calling 
itself the "living" church should not so 
readily and repeatedly disparage the 
reality of the modem era. 

I respectfully suggest that if Mr. 
Kalvelage cannot muster an encourag­
ing column for the same issue next 
year, he should hand over the editorial 
space to someone who can. 

Cristopher Robinson 
San Antonio, Texas 

Fulfillment of Faith 
I just returned from East Africa and 

picked up the Retirement Issue [TLC, 
July 30). 

Some years ago Anna and I motored 
down the East Coast from Virginia to 
Florida and marveled, one after the 
other, at the upscale retirement com­
munities. Peop le buying expensive 
lots by the sea, building expensive 
hous es to spend the last 20 years of 
their lives playing golf and bridge . 
What a waste - and many of these 
people are Episcopalians. 

They have the skills and assets, and 
the time to make a difference in the 
poor and developing communities of 
the third world, both at home and 
abroad. Our global Anglican Commu­
nion offers immediate and effective 
connection with opportunities for 



seIVice, both short and long term. 
The church needs to describe, 

encourage and challenge our retired 
people by the call of Christ to contem­
porary global Christian mission. Not 
just for the benefit of our needy broth­
ers and sisters near and far, but for the 
blessing of our own souls. To pour 
oneself out for others in the name of 
Christ is the fulfillment of faith. It is 
joy unspeakable. 

(The Rt. Rev.) Aulen Hathaway 
Bislwp of Pittsburgh, retired 

Tallahassee, Fla. 

Provocative Call 
Regarding Canon Carey's caution 

against idolatry [TLC, Sept. 3), I thought 
Bishop Jefferts Schori's most provoca­
tive use of imagery was in her state­
ment "if we are going to become the 
blessed ones God called us to be while 
we were still in our mothers' wombs ... " 
With the exception of Advent, I cannot 
recall when a bishop who represents 
the institutional church has appropri­
ated human form to the unborn, with a 
relationship to God, and to have done 
so before the worldwide press. 

But how are we to respond to the 
bishop's call, given the church's long 
record of public advocacy for abortion­
on-demand, morphed into "a woman's 
right to choose," and so recently reaf­
firmed when efforts to undo the 
church's affiliation with the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
failed at General Convention? The 
coalition is an independent organiza­
tion which claims "a proud history as a 
voice of conscience" in affirming 
women as the ultimate moral agents in 
choosing whether or not to give birth, 
and it has received United Nations' 
accreditation. 

Sentiments such as Bishop Jefferts 
Schori's have been shared by many of 
us, and - as we have been frequently 
reminded - she is entitled to her per­
sonal views. But the church which she 
will represent to the world no longer 
honors them, and unless the picture 
changes before her installation, she'll 
be just another ordinary idolater like 
the rest of us. 

Cynthia Grantz 
Rockford, JU. 

His Own Bishop 
I ertjoyed reading Fr. Ford's article 

[TLC, Aug. 27). I've met clergy like the 
ones he described, including one who 
claimed ordination through the Judaic 
Rite, Utrecht Succession, the Old 
Catholic Church. He had been 
ordained for "public seIVice" by a Lib­
eral Catholic bishop, became a monsi­
gnor at 25 years of age, and elected 
bishop of his group at age 29 by his 
wife, mother and mother-in-law, who 
were the extent of his church. He had 
no credentials but he was, neverthe­
less, his own bishop. 

Smiling, I then turned the page to 
learn that the bishop-elect of Manawa 
o Te Wheke (where?) was a bus 
mechanic for 35 years before becom­
ing a bishop-elect. I wondered if it had 
been with a mainline bus company 
such as Greyhound, Trailways, or 
Gray Line, or if he'd merely been with 
a local puddle-jumping bus line with 
only one nine-passenger bus, and now 
owned the bus. 

(The Rev.) Robert Plested 
San Antonio, Texas 

The Wrong Questions 
To a theologically untrained person 

like me, it seems as if Anglicanism is 
asking the wrong questions to the 
wrong body. 

The question is not whether or not 
we should have bishops who are non­
celibate homosexual persons, but 
rather, is sodomy a major (mortal) sin? 
If it is ( and the Bible and tradition seem 
to agree on this), then it is bad for lay 
people and priests, too, and all practi­
tioners should be excommunicated. It 
never should have come to the point of 
having to consider a non-celibate 
homosexual person in an episcopal 
election. 

Similarly, the debate over whether or 
not to have female bishops in England 
is bypassing the major question: Are 
women capable of receiving holy 
orders? The Bible is unclear ( except by 
example), tradition says "no," and rea­
son probably says "yes." 

But such questions are not within the 
competence of Anglicanism (much less 

(Continued on next page) 
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the tiny Episcopal Churc h or the 
Church of England) to decide. Christian 
consensus is definitive ( after all, it did 
give us the New Testament), but it must 
be the consensus of the bulk of Chris­
tianity, not just of a sma ll fragment 
thereof. It used to be that we Anglicans 
prided ourselves in "having no (pecu­
liar) Faith of our own," but this no 
longer seems to be the case. 

If Inhibited ... 

Wallace Spaulding 
McLean, Va. 

Not having studied canon law, I am 
puzzled by a portion of one of the edi­
tor's answers in his column, "San 
Joaquin's Case Examined" [TLC, Aug. 
13], regarding " . .. no baptisms, no cele­
bration of the Eucharist ... " 

Obviously, this would apply to a 
bishop so inhibited, but what about the 
clergy who derive their authority from 
the bishop? Would the bishop be the 
only one who could not baptize or cele-

brate the Eucharist? Would mission vic­
ars also not be able to do so? 

Or would all clergy of the diocese be 
affected, resulting in the whole diocese 
being in effect temporarily cut off from 
the Eucharist during such a period? 

Laura Rico 
Los Banos, Calif. 

"Come now, let us 
reason together, 
says the Lord"? 

'Must' Reading 
An article reports that the Bishop of 

Texas wishes to discuss with others in 
the episcopate the Windsor Report 
[TLC, Aug. 27], but he says that in order 
to attend bishops must agree with four 
conditions. 

A couple of pages farther back we 

read that another bishop is telling the 
Archbishop of Canterb ury what he 
must do in a similar situation. 

Must! A key word in certain Christian 
denominations, but not, I had thought , 
in The Episcopal Church. What hap ­
pened to Isaiah's "Come now, let us rea­
son together, says the Lord"? 

(The Rev.) Alexander Seabrook 
Lockport, Ill. 

Still Looking 
In his Guest Column [TLC, Aug. 27], 

Robert Hancock states that the church 
is being led "on a strategic path to 
reject biblical teaching ... " in referring 
to the acceptance of homosexuality by 
The Episcopal Church. So, not being a 
biblical scholar (perhaps Mr. Hanco ck 
is), I would like to know where in the 
Bible does Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior, say that homosexuality is a 
sin? I can't seem to find it. 

(Canon) David Link 
Sacramento, Calif 
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He Understands 
On a recent Sunday an incident 

happened at communion that I want 
to share with readers. AB priest, I was 
moving along the altar rail, distribut­
ing the bread, which this Sunday was 
thin, cracker-like wafers. As I 
reached one very young toddler 
whose hand was held out to receive, 
I placed the wafer in his hand and 
said, "The Body of Christ." The boy 
then held out his other hand in which 
he was holding a cracker he had been 
nibbling on, and placing the cracker 
in my hand said back to me, "The 
Body of Christ." I took a small bite of 
the boy's cracker and handed it back 
to him. He looked at me with a 
delighted smile. 

Later, the boy's mother told me he 
was just over a year old, and she had­
n't yet heard him talk In other words, 
if these weren't the boy's first words, 
it was at least his first sentence. 

I think this is more than a cute 
story. I have heard parents say they 
want their children "to understand" 
before receiving communion, as if 
any of us could understand truly the 
great mystery of this sacrament. We 
understand at different levels and 
hopefully grow to new levels of 
understanding. Yes, the boy was 
mostly mimicking what he saw, but I 
think he has a level of understanding 
that far exceeds his age. He under­
stands that communion is about 
sharing: Jesus sharing with us and we 
sharing with each other. He under­
stands that at communion we are all 
equal. He also understands that he is 
welcome, both in the faith commu­
nity and to the altar, just as he is, with 
only the knowledge and the gifts he 
has. Yes, I think for a 1-year-old child 
he has tremendous understanding of 
communion. 

(The Rev.) Robert Harvey 
Silver Spring, Md. 

Please send your 
Letter to the Editor to: 

tlc@livingchurch.org 

PEOPLE & PLACES 

Appointments 
The Rev. Richard E. Fichter, Jr., is interim 

assistant at Christ Church, 114 W Boscawen 
St., Winchester, VA 22601. 

The Rev. JoAnn Ford is priest-in-charge of 
St. John's , PO Box 563, Ouray, CO 81427-0563. 

The Rev. Gregory Lisby is assistant at St. 
Martin's, 50 Orchard Ave., Providence, RI 
02906-5418. 

The Rev. Ashley Masoni is assistant at St. 
Margaret's, 5700 W 6th St. , Lawrence, KS 
66049-4171. 

The Rev. Corinna (Cori) Olson is priest-in­
charge of St. Luke's, 12355 SW 104th St., 
Miami, FL 33186. 

The Rev. Nancy P. Sinclair is vicar at St. 
Theodore's, 1240 Oakmont Rd. 52-B, Seal 
Beach, CA 90740. 

The Rev. David Starr is priest-in-charge of 
St. John's, 1407 N Arrowhead Ave., San 
Bernardino, CA 92405. 

The Rev. Mary Trainor is rector of St. 
Stephen's, 10925 S Valley Home Ave., Whittier, 
CA 90603. 

The Rev. Jennifer West is associate at St. 
John's, 191 County Rd., Barrington, RI 02806-
4501. 

The Rev. Marian Windel is vicar at Incarna­
tion, PO Box 307, Mineral, VA 23117. 

Ordinations 

Deacons 

Atlanta - Christina Dondero, Chip Faucette, 
Ed Fuller, Kathy Holman, Terry Howell, Susan 
Huff, John Keeler, Carole Maddux, Joe Pearson, 
Frances Rees, Bert Smith, Helen Thompson. 

Los Angeles - Sari Naim Ateek, Joseph Fran­
cis Duggan, Gabriel Vicente Ferrer, Szarah Eliza­
beth Hubinsky, Martha Susan Korienek, William 
Ledbetter, Collene Kathryn Sterne, Alfonso Walls. 

Maine - Sudie Blanchard, Peter Bowen, 
Kris Conley, Anne Hunter, Aaron Perkins. 

Rhode Island - Dorothy "Ricky" Brightman, 
Susan Wrathall. 

Southeast Florida - Bob Sullivan. 
Virginia - Robert Becker, Bruce Cheney, Sr., 

Susan Fawcett, Holly Gloff, Michael Hinson, 
Amanda Kucik, William Peyton, Gideon Pollach, 
Melody Shobe, Eleanor Wellford, William White, 
Andrew Williams. 

Resignations 
The Very Rev. Mary June Nestler, as dean 

and president of the Episcopal Theological 
School at Claremont, Claremont, CA. 

Retirements 

cated at Colorado College. He was ordained 
in 1961 to the diaconate and the priesthood. 
He was associate at Church of the Holy 
Nativity, Honolulu, 1963-65; vicar of St. Tim­
othy's, Aiea, HI, 1965-67, and rector there, 
1967-69; priest-in-charge of St. Paul's, Hon­
olulu, 1983-84, and rector of St. Matthew's, 
Waimanalo, HI, 1984-87. Surviving are his 
wife, Nancy; two sons, Reed and Eric; a 
daughter, Darsey Gibson; and five grand­
children. 

The Rev. Robert R. Gilson, 98, a priest 
for more than 70 years, died July 10 in 
Pickersgill Retirement Community, Tow­
son, MD, of heart and lung failure. 

A native of Concord, MA, Fr. Gilson was 
ordained deacon in 1935 and priest in 1936, 
and served as rector of St. Paul's by-the-Sea, 
Ocean City, MD, 1935-37; rector of St. 
Luke's, Seford, DE, 1937-40; curate of Christ 
Church, Greenwich, CT, 1944-46; and rector 
of St. Mary Anne's, North East , MD, 1946-53. 
Fr. Gilson is survived by his wife, Muriel, 
and two children. 

The Rev. Robert M. Olton, rector of All 
Saints' Church, Richmond, VA, for 20 
years, died July 5 in Charlottesville, VA, 
where he lived. He was 97. 

Born in Greene, NY, he was a graduate of 
Haverford College, the University of Virginia, 
and Virginia Theological Seminary . He was 
ordained deacon and priest in 1933, then 
served as vicar of Advent , Bloomfield, NJ, 
1933-35; rector of St. Peter's, Mountain 
Lakes, NJ, 1935-40; rector of St. John's , 
Dover, NJ, 1935-42; and rector of All Saints', 
Richmond, 1946-65. Fr. Olton and his wife, 
Katherine, were the parents of seven chil­
dren. 

The Rev. John Robert Pettigrew, 90, 
retired priest of the Diocese of Virginia, 
died June 6 at his home in Orlando, FL. 

A native of Paterson, NJ, he graduated 
from New York University and Virginia Theo­
logical Seminary . In 1972 he was ordained 
deacon and in 1973 he became a priest in the 
Diocese of Florida . Fr. Pettigrew was assis­
tant at Redeemer, Jacksonville, FL, 1975-78, 
then he was involved in interim ministry in 
Florida and Virginia. He also assisted at Holy 
Comforter, Vienna, VA. He is survived by 
three children. 

Other clergy deaths as noted by the 
Church Pension Fund: 

The Rev. Denis Ford, as rector of Grace, Jack Cole 83 Greenville, SC 
Birmingham, AL 
Balboa, Panama 

Ottawa, KS. Ralph L DePalma 45 

Deaths 
The Rev. Fred G. Minuth, 84, priest of 

the Diocese of Hawaii, died June 23 in 
Kailua, HI, where he resided. 

A native of Chicago, Fr. Minuth was edu-

Clarence W. Hayes 77 

Next week ... 

Why am I Staying? 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

CLERGY SPOUSE NEWSLETTER: For more infor­
mation contact: communityofspice@yahoo.com. 

BOOKS 

ANGLICAN THEOLOGICAL BOOKS - scholarly, 
out-of-print - bought and sold. Request catalog. The 
Anglican Bibliopole, 858 Church St., Saratoga Springs, 
NY 12866-8615. (518) 587-7470.AnglicanBk@aol.com. 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal 
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond ,Virginia. 
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at festllags@aol.com. 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE 

INEXPENSIVE: www.episcopal-software.com 

HOMILIES 

Notes. stories and resources for homilists and 
preachers: connections-mediawork.com. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

PART-TIME PRIEST-IN-CHARGE: St. Paul's , 
Oxford/Epipha11y, Sherbume, NY. Congregations of 
about 150 members, meet in historic buildings set in beau­
tiful rural Central New York, with ideal village lifestyles 
close to recreational , cultural and urban areas. Together 
over 11 years. we have developed strong lay ministries, 
strong sense of spiritual unity , significant outreach projects. 
Duties include two Sunday services , hospital visits , coun­
seling parishioners , celebrating weddings, baptisms, funer­
als. We need leadership of a priest for transition to full-time 
ministry. Large modem rectory available. We are an ideal 
location for an early retired or bi-vocational priest for a 
third-time position, open 2/1107. For additional details con­
tact Judy Fried, 310 Montgomery St. Suite 200, Syra­
cuse, NY 13202-2269 , E-mail: jfried@cny.anglican.org. 

FULL-TIME YOUTH MINISTER AND CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION COORDINATOR: St. Joh11's Episcopal 
Church in Wilmillgton, NC, a program-sized parish , is 
actively seeking a dynamic youth minister for an exciting 
youth program and an educator to lead and oversee our chil­
dren 's Christian Education program. At least two years 
teaching experience. ability to develop relationship s with 
youth and families, and skill at recruiting and supporting 
Sunday school teachers expected. Full-time position: can 
be separated into two part-time positions , Christian Edu­
cation and Youth. Contact the Rev. Robert Morrison at 
rmorrison@stjohnsepiscopalchurch.net or phone (910) 
762-5273. 

HALF-TIME CHOIRMASTER AND ORGANIST : 
Historic St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Selma, AL. Seek­
ing half-time choirmaster and organist for 400+-member 
parish church. One Sunday service plus seasonal services, 
weddings and funerals. Twenty-one-member volunteer 
adult choir. Two-manual, tracker action, Holtkamp organ. 
Candidates will show expertise in all styles of church 
music. Knowledge of Episcopal liturgy preferred. Gradu­
ate degree or equivalent with emphasis on church music 
preferred. Send resume to : Music Search Committee, St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1306, Selma, AL 
36702-1306. For further information (334) 874-8421 or 
E-mail: parish@stpaulselma.org. Applications received 
through November I 0. 

SEEKING FULL-TIME RECTOR: St. Matthew's 
Episcopal Church, Lisbon, Maine. St. Matthew 's is a 
spirit-filled, Eucharistic community that gathers to celebrate 
the Lord in contemporary. joyful worship. We believe in 
the healing power of the Holy Spirit . minister to each other 
through fellowship and prayer , and respond to the Great 
Commission through involvement in mission and outreach. 
St. Matthew' s is an orthodox. conservative church and is a 
member of the Anglican Communion Network. Please send 
CDOs and resumes to: Linton Studdiford, Clergy Deploy­
ment Officer, Diocese of Maine, 143 State St., Portland, 
ME 04101 Phone: 1-800-244-6062 E-mail: lstuddif@epis­
copalmaine.org. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
POSITIONS OFFERED 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: St. Thomas ' Episcopal 
Church, St. Petersburg, Florida, seeks an inspirational 
spiritual leader who is committed to the best of the Epis­
copal tradition in preaching. pastoral care. and liturgy who 
will be an effec tive administrator of this corporate-size 
parish. St. Thomas ' is located on a three-acre campus in 
an attractive residential area near Tampa Bay. with a com­
fortable rectory just blocks away. For more information. 
contact Robert Siver, Search Committee Chair, St. 
Thomas' Episcopal Church, 1200 Snell lsle Boulevard 
NE, St. Petersburg, FL, 33704. Replie s received until 
10/1/2006. E-mail: tidings@tampabay.rr.com or visit: 
www.stthomas-snellisle.org. 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: St. James ', Prospect Park, PA. 
celebrating our centennial this year. is seeking a rector to 
lead us in expanding our small, but totally committed 
parish . St. James' is located approximately 13 miles from 
Philadelphia in suburban Delaware County. We are seek­
ing to return to our Anglican Catholic roots and we are a 
traditional suburban parish with ethnic , economic and age 
diversity . We seek a spirit-led. energetic rector to enhance 
our existing programs and provide new approaches in 
developing a youl~program. Interested parties may send 
a copy of their resume and C.0.0. form to : Mr. James 
Cheezum, Chair of Discernment, St. James' Episcopal 
Church, P. 0. Box 64, Prospect Park, PA 19076 or via 
e-mail to emtpcnor @rcn.com Upon receipt we will send 
you our parish profile. 

FULL-TIME DIRECTOR: The VIA Foundation , a 
nonprofit educational organization serving Hispanic con­
gregations to deepen their knowledge of Anglicanism, 
seeking to grow this community within the Episcopal 
Church . This is at present a non-stipendiary position , but 
involves all expenses paid travel across the United States 
and to Latin American countries. 
Candidates must speak fluent Spanish and English , be 
experienced with and culturally sensitive to both cultures . 
Must be an knowledgeable and experienced Episcopalian , 
computer proficient . able to work with a board of direc­
tors, live within a budget and be free to travel. See the 
VIA web site for more information : www.viafounda­
tion.org. For inquiries and more information on position 
requirements write: viafoundation@aol.com. 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT : Episcopal Divinity 
School, Cambridge, MA. Episcopal Divinity School is a 
respected center of study and spiritual formation for lay and 
ordained leaders with a strong commitment to justice . com­
passion, and reconciliation. EDS offers doctor of ministry 
and master 's degrees. as well as certificates in theological 
studies and is located on an eight-acre campus just a few 
blocks from Harvard Square in Cambridge. In a collegial 
environment . the Director of Development will report to the 
president and will serve on the executive staff. Working with 
a staff of four. the director will provide leadership and strate­
gic planning for generating philanthropic support from a 
variety of groups. He or she will plan and execute fundrai s­
ing activities and manage development-related external and 
internal constituency relations. The director will have a 
proven record of cultivation. solicitation, and clo sing of 
major gifts as well as at least five years of experience man­
aging all aspects of a fundraising depanment , including 
annual. major and planned gifts, foundations. and alunmi/ae 
relations. Please contact Robie White, Episcopal Divinity 
School, 99 Brattle St., Cambridge, MA 02138 . Email: 
rwhite@eds.edu. To learn more about us. pleas e visit: 
www.eds.edu. 

PRIEST ASSOCIATE OR LAY DIRECTOR OF 
FORMATION: Christ Church, Whitefish Bay, WI. 
Praying for priest to share in dreaming, coordinating , 
strategizing , resourcing, training for mutual ministry with 
focus on family ministries , including formation and pri­
mary ministry with two youth groups; OR part-time 
layperson to direct k-adult, coordinate ministry with 60 
youth. Email: Lee.Downs@christchurchwtb.org. 

ASSOCIATE RECTOR : Christ Church, Alexandria. 
Competitive salary. Send resumes to syancey@historic­
christrhurch.org. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: Chri,t Church Midland , in 
West Texas. under the episcopal oversight of the Church 
of Uganda, is seeking a full-time rector to lead us in bib­
lical truth. We are a wann and welcoming church with a 
commitment to outreach, evangelism, and ministry to 
families and children. Our members embrace diverse 
styles of worship, as expressed in Rite I, Rite II, and con­
temporary liturgies. We are looking for a priest to be our 
spiritual guide and teacher , to challenge our intellects and 
the manner in which we live , and to equip and direct a 
strong team of clergy. staff and lay ministry leaders . We 
are currently worshiping in a school setting but have 
recently completed a successful capital campaign and 
begun construction of the first building on a 16-acre site. 
The new worship space is scheduled to be completed in 
May 2007. As we continually strive "to know Christ and 
to make Him known ," we invite those interested in join­
ing us to visit our website at www.cbristchurchmid• 
land.org , and to forward resumes to: Christ Church 
Midland, Search Committee, 10 Desta Drive , Suite 
170LL, Midland, TX 79705, PH: (432) 683-9292 E­
mail: seniorwarden@christchurcbmidland.org. All 
applications will be confidential. 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: St James Church, Taos, NM. 
Growing program church in Sangre de Cristo mountains 
seeks rector to provide leadership in a culturally diverse 
community with members from a wide variety of political. 
geographic, cultural, and economic backgrounds. $2M 
expansion of church facilities currently underway , sup­
ported by pledges to cover construction expenses. Parish 
priorities are growth and inclusion. Strong lay involve­
ment and leadership. Taos is a world-class vacation and 
ski area with a rich amalgam of cultures. extraordinary 
natural beauty, and a rich history of art and artists. Con­
tact: Search Committee, St. James Church, 5794 
NDCBU, Taos, NM 87571 , E-mail: wes@taosnet.com, 
or visit: www.stjamestaos.org. 

PART-TIME RECTOR/PRIEST-IN-CHARGE: St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, Trappe, MD, a family-sized 
pari sh. see ks a dynamic priest to help us welcome 
Trappe s expected tenfold population growth. We use the 
1979 Book of Common Prayer (Rite II). Our laity are 
deeply involved in community outreach. We operate a 
state-approved preschool. Trappe is a historic town in Tal­
bot County on Maryland 's Eastern Shore. Our proximity 
to the Chesapeake Bay and its hundreds of miles of shore­
line with excellent boating , waterfowl , and birding make 
this an ideal location for outdoor enthusiasts. Washington 
& Baltimore are only 90 miles away. In June 2006, we 
completed a new, four-bedroom rectory. Visit our web­
site at www.saint-pauls.info. To apply write: Dr. 
Granville Blades, Chair-Search Committee, PO Box 
141, Trappe, MD 21673-0141 by November 30. 

RENTAL PROPERTY 

ITALIAN HOME: 2 bed s/ba ths , near Franciscan Sanc­
tuarie s, hour to Rome, terrace, spectacular views, fully 
furnished. $700/wk. guides available. (617) 948-9108 or 
E-mail: rejoicel@mac.com. 

SPORTSWEAR 

EPISCOPAL CYCLIST OR ENTHUSIAST? Cycling 
priests and chaplains are designing an Episcopal Church 
cycling jersey. Any proceeds from sale would go to Epis­
copal Campus Mini stries. We have a need to know how 
many jerseys to create and print. Interested ? Contact: The 
Rev. Jim Strader, Acting Episcopal Chaplain - Univer­
sity of Arizona , Phone: (520) 623-7575, ext. 16. E-mail: 
jstrader@email.arizona.edu. 

TRAVEL/ PILGRIMAGES 

CLERGY OR LAY LEADERS , interested in seeing the 
world for FREE'' England, Greece , Turkey , the Holy 
Land, Ethiopia, and more! Contact Journeys Unlimited. 
E-mail journeys@groupist.com or call 800-486-8359 ext 
205, 206, or 208. 



AVERY, CA (Calaveras Big Trees) 

ST. CLARE OF ASSISI 
The Rev. Marlin Leonard Bowman, v 
Sun MP (Sung) w/High Mass 9 

HUDSON, FL 
ST. MARTIN'S 15801 US HWY 19 
Website: www.stmartinshudsonfl.org 
E-mail: stmartins123@aol.com 

Hwy.4 
(209) 754-5381 

(727) 863-8560 

The Rev. Dr. William F. Dopp, r; the Rev. Fred Scharf, 
assoc.: the Rev. Elaine Cole, d 
Sun 8 (trad) 10:30 (family) ; Fri 11 (healing) 

LAKE WORTH, FL 
ST. ANDREW'S 100 North Palmway (561) 582-6609 
www.standrewslw.net www.lntegrityPalmBeach.org 
The Rev. Paul A. Rasmus, interim r, the Rev. B. Patricia 
Masterman, d; the Rev. Canon Richard T. Nolan, rel. p-i-r 
Sun. H Eu 7:30 &10; Wed. H Eu & H 10; Sat. 6 (variety of tra­
ditional 1979 BCP services) Handicapped accessible 

STUART, FL 
ST. MARY'S 623 E. Ocean Blvd. (772) 287-3244 
The Rev. Thomas T. Pittenger, r; the Rev. David Fran­
coeur , assoc r; the Rev. Holly Ostlund, asst r; the Rev. 
Jonathan Coffey, the Rev. Canon Richard Hardman, the 
Rev. Peggy Sheldon, assisting; Allen Rosenberg, organist 
& choir dir 
Sun Eu 7:30, 9, 11, 5. Tues H Eu 12:10; Thurs H Eu 10, Sat 5 

MACON, GA 
CHRIST CHURCH (1 min off 1-75) (478) 745-0427 
582 Walnut St. www.christchurchmacon.com 
"The first church of Macon; established 1825" 
The Rev. Dr. J. Wesley Smith, r; the Rev. Scott Kidd, c 
Sun HC 8, 9, 11 Wed. HS/LOH 12:05 

HONOLULU, HI 
THE PARISH OF ST. CLEMENT (BOB) 955-7745 
www.stclem.org stclem001@hawaii.rr.com 
The Rev. Liz Zivanov, r 
Sun H Eu 7:30 & 10:15 

ST. MARK'S (808) 732-2333 
539 Kapahulu Ave. (#13 Bus end of line from Waikiki) 
Sun Masses 7. 9 (Sung); MWF 8 (5th Sun 8 only) 

CHICAGO, IL 
ASCENSION N. LaSalle Blvd at Elm 
ascensionchicago.org (312) 664-1271 
Sisters of St. Anne (312) 642-3638 
The Rev. Gary P. Fertig, r; the Rev. Richard Higginbotham 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung) 11 (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, Sol 
E&B 4 (1 S) Daily: MP 6:40 (ex Sun) Masses 7, 6:20 01'/ed), 10 
(Sat); EP M-S 6, Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6, Sun 10:30-10:50 
Rosary 9:30 Sat 

RIVERSIDE, IL (CHICAGO WEST SUBURBAN) 

ST. PAUL'S PARISH 60 Akenside Rd. 
www.stpaulsparish.org (708) 447-1604 
The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser, r; the Rev. Richard R. Daly, SSC, 
parochial vicar 
Sun Eu 9 & 10:45. Wkdy Eu Tues 7, Wed 7, Fri 10:30. Sacra­
ment of Reconciliation 1st Sat 4-4:30 & by appt , NC 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL (317) 636-4577 
125 Monument Circle, Downtown www.cccindy.org 
The Very Rev. Gary Goldacker, interim dean and rector 

Sun H Eu 8, 9 & 11 (English); 1 (Spanish) Christian Formation 10 
Service times September to mid-May. Wkday service online. 

LAFAYETTE,LA 
ASCENSION 1030 Johnston St. (337) 232-2732 
1/2 block North of ULL www.ascension1030.org 
Sun H Eu 8, 10:30, 6; Wed H Eu 6; Canterbury Club meets 
Sun. gratis supper and H Eu 6 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL (504) 895-6602 
2919 St. Charles Ave. 
On the street car line at the corner of 6th St. 
Please join us for our bicentennial events 
Website: www.cccnola.org 
The Very Rev. David duPlantier, dean 
Sun Mass 7:30 (1928), 10:30 (Choral H Eu). 6 (Rite II). Daily 
Mass: M-F 12:15, Sat 9:30 

BOSTON, MA 
THE CHURCH OF THE ADVENT 

~·~ .·,~:,'·· t: :~ -f . ..:... 

,... .. 

30 Brimmer Street 02108 (617) 523-2377 
www.theadvent.org Email: office@theadvent.org 
The Rev. Allan B. Warren 111, r; the Rev. Patrick T. Gray; Eric 
Hillegas, pastoral assistant for youth 
Sun MP 7:30, Ch S, 10:15; Masses 8, 9, 11 :15 (Sol High); Mon­
Fri, MP 9; Mass 12:15 (except Wed); EP 5:30; Wed, Mass 6; 
Sat, MP 8:30, Mass 9, C 9:30 

KANSAS CITY, MO 
OLD ST. MARY'S 1307 Holmes (816) 842-0975 
www.stmaryskcmo.org 
Masses: Sun 8 Low; 10 Sol. Call for schedule . 

LAS VEGAS, NV 
CHRIST CHURCH 2000 S. Maryland (702) 735-7655 
1 mile off strip christissavior@lvcm.com 
Sun H Eu 8, 10:30, 6, Sat 5, Daily H Eu (ex Sat) 12:05 

NEWARK, NJ 
GRACE CHURCH 950 Broad St., at Federal Sq. 
www.gracechurchinnewark.org 
The Rev. J. Carr Holland Ill, r 
Sun Masses 8 & 10 (Sung): Mon-Fri 12:10 

ROSWELL, NM 
ST. ANDREW'S 505 N. Pennsylvania (505) 622-1353 
E-mail: standrewschurch@cableone.net 
The Rev. Bob Tally, r 
Sun H Eu 8 & 10:30; Wed. Healing Service 7, Sat. Contemp . 
Service 6 

SANTA FE, NM 
HOLY FAITH 311 E. Palace (505) 982-4447 
Website: www.holyfaithchurchsf.org 
The Rev. Canon Dale Coleman, r: the Rev. Duncan Lanum, 
asst.; the Rev. Joan Garcia, d; Mr. Jerome Nelson, music 
director ; The Rev. John Onstott, c 
Sun H Eu 7:45, Sung H Eu 9, 11 :30, Christian Ed 10:30. Mon­
day H Rosary 9:30. Tues H Eu 10. Thurs H Eu 12:10. MP and 
EP daily 

NEW YORK, NY 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S Park Ave. and 51st St. 
www.stbarts.org (212) 378-0200 
Sun Eu 8, 9 Cho Eu 11, Cho Ev 5, "Come as you are" Eu 7. 
Mon-Fri MP 8, Eu 12:05, EP 5:30; Thurs Cho Eu 6; Sat MP 
& Eu 10. Church open 365 days 8-8 (Sun 8-9) . For tours call 
378-0265. Cafe open for breakfast, lunch & dinner Sun-Fri. 
Book & Gift Shop open daily. 

ST. THOMAS 5th Ave & 53rd St. 
www.saintthomaschurch.org (212) 757-7013 
The Rev. Andrew C. Mead . r; John Scott, organist and dir. 
of music ; the Rev. Charles F. Wallace, headmaster; the 
Rev. Robert H. Stafford, the Rev. Victor Lee Austin, the 
Rev. Jonathan M. Erdman, the Rev. John Andrew. asst. 
Sun H Eu 8 (Said), 9 (Sung), 11 (Choral). Ev 4 (Choral); M-F MP 
& H Eu 8 & 12:10. EP & Eu 5:30 (Tues, Wed & Thur Choral Even­
song); Sat H Eu 12:10 

PARISH OF TRINITY CHURCH 
The Rev. Canon James H. Cooper, D. Min., r 
The Rev. Canon Anne Mallonee, v 
(212) 602-0800 

Watch & hear our services and concerts on the Web 
www.trinitywallstreet.org 

TRINITY Broadway at Wall Street 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11 :15. Mon-Fri MP 8:15, H Eu 12:05, EP 5:15. 
Open Sun 7-4 ; Mon-Fri 7-6 ; Sat 8-4 

ST. PAUL'S Broadway at Fulton 
The Rev. Canon James H. Cooper, D. Min. , r 
Sun H Eu 8, 10. Mon-Sat Prayer Service 12:30 
Open Sun 7-4; Mon-Sat 10-6 

ASHEVILLE, NC 
CATHEDRAL OF ALL SOULS 
3 Angle St. 
www.allsoulscathedral.org 

(Biltmore Village) 
(828) 274-2681 

Sun H Eu 8, 9, 11:15. Wed noon , 5:45; Tues EP 5:30 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 
S.CLEMENTS Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency 
20th and Cherry Sts. (215) 563-1876 
Website : www.s-clements.org 
Canon W. Gordon Reid, r; the Rev. Richard Wall, c 
Sun Mass 8 & 11 (High) ; Matins 7:30 ; Sol Vespers. Novena 
& B 4 (June thru Sept: 8 & 10 (High); Daily: Low Mass: Tues , 
Wed & Fri 7, Mon & Thurs 12:10, Sat 1 O: Ev & Novena 5:30; 
Sun C 10-10:45 & by appt . 

SELINSGROVE, PA 
ALL SAINTS 129 N. Market (570) 374-8289 
Sun Mass 10 (Rite I). Weekdays as announced (Rite II) 
Sacrament of Penance by appt. 

WELLSBORO, PA 
ST. PAUL'S (570) 724-4771 
The Rev. Gregory P. Hinton, r 
Sat Eu 7, Sun Eu 8, 1 O; Wed H Eu 12 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
218 Ashley Ave. (843) 722-2024 
Website: www.holycom.org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson, r; the Rev. Dan Clarke, c; the Rev. 
Francis Zanger, assoc. 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Solemn High) 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (361) 882-1735 
700 S. Upper Broadway www.cotgs.org 
The Rev. Ned F. Bowersox, r; the Rev. Frank E. Fuller, asst ; 
the Rev. Jay Burkardt, asst 
Sun 8. 9, 11:15 & 6 

HOUSTON, TX 
CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION (713) 781-1330 
2525 Seagler Westheimer at Beltway 8 
Website : www.ascensionchurch.org 
The Rev. Dr. Walter L. Ellis, r 
Sun H Eu 8, 9:30 & 11; Tues EP 6; Wed HS 5:30; Classes Sun 
9:30 & 11; Breakfast every Sun 

SAN ANTONIO, TX 
CHRIST CHURCH 
Just north of historic downtown 

510 Belknap Pl. 
(210) 736-3132 

American Anglican Council affiliate www.cecsa.org 
The Rev. Chuck Collins, r; the Rev. Eric Fenton, assoc ; the 
Rev. John Barrett, asst; the Rev. Dan Lauer, asst 
Sun Eu 7:30, 8:30 , 11 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND SCHOOL (210) 226-0345 
Inclusive and Affirming Anglican Catholicism since 1883 
1018 E Grayson St., Government Hill 
Website : www.stpauls-satx.org 
The Rev. Doug Earle, r: Dr. Thomas Lee, organist/choir­
master; Kay Karcher Mijangos , school headmistress 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) & 10:30 (Sung), Ev & B as anno. 
Wed Eu & HU 10:30; C by Appl. , HD as anno 

EAU CLAIRE, WI 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
510 S. Farwell St. 

(715) 835-3734 

The Very Rev. Bruce N. Gardner , interim dean 
Sun H Eu 9; Sat 6 H Eu 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau www.ascathedral .org 
The Very Rev. George Hillman, dean 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE 
GUANAJUATO, MEXICO 
ST. PAUL'S Calle del Cardo 6 52 (415) 152-0387 
www.stpauls.org.mx info@stpauls.org.mx 
The Venerable Michael R. Long , r; the Rev. Sibylle van 
Dijk , d asst ; the Rev. Dean Underwood , r-em 
Sun H Eu 9, H Eu 10:30 (Sung), Wed H Eu LOH 9:30 

LUTHERAN 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE CHURCH Kand Inyo Streets 
The Rev. William R. Hampton, STS 
Sun Eu 10:30 

(909) 989-3317 

CH URCH DIRECTORY KEV Light face type denotes AM, bold face PM; add, address; anno, announced; A-C, Ante-Communion; 
appt., appointment; B, Benediction; C, Confessions; Cho, Choral; Ch S, Church School; c, curate; d, deacon, d.r.e., director of religious education; EP, Evening 
Prayer; Eu, Eucharist; Ev, Evensong; ex, except; 1S, 1st Sunday; hol, holiday; HC, Holy Communion; HD, Holy Days; HS, Healing Service; HU, Holy Unction; 
Instr, Instructions; Int, Intercessions; LOH, Laying On of Hands; Lit, Litany; Mat, Matins; MP, Morning Prayer; P, Penance; r, rector; r-em, rector emeritus; Ser, 
Sermon; Sol, Solemn; Sta, Stations; V, Vespers; v, vicar; YPF, Young People's Fellowship. A/C, air-conditioned; H/A, handicapped accessible. 
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We Will Get to the Promised Land: 
Martin Luther King,}r.'s 

Communal-Political Spirituality 
HakJoon Lee 

Fo rewo rd by Pete r J. Paris 
ISBN 978-0 -8298- 1526-9 • Paper • $25 

BlllLF STUDY 

Healing 
fnSights Bible Studies for 

Growing Faith® 
Donna Schaper 

ISBN 978-0-8298-1703-4 • Paper • $6 

lo ve 
JnSights Bible Studies for 

Growing Faith® 
Robert A. Nob lett 

ISBN 978-0-8298- 1736-2 • Pap er • $6 

Misbehavin' Monarchs: Exploring 
Biblical Kings of Questionable 

Character 
Barbara J. Essex 

ISBN 978-0 -8298 -1655-6 • Paper • $16 

P \ STOR.\L RESOURCES 

A Clergy Guide to 
Child Abuse and Neglect 
Cy nthia Crosson-Tower 

ISBN 978-0-8298 -1595-5 • Paper • $25 

Pastoral Theology in an 
fntercultural World 

Emmanue l Y. Lartey 
JSBN 978-0 -8298- 1722-5 • Pap er • $21 

Transfiguring lo ss: 
Julian of Norwich as a Guide for 

Survivors of Traumatic Grief 
Jane F. Maynard 

ISBN 978-0-8298- 160 1-3 • Paper • $28 

PRAY~R & SPIRITUALITY 

God li stens When You're Afraid: 
Prayers for when Animals 

Scare You 
Goo LISTENS se ries 

Carol J. Adams 
ISBN 978-0-8298- 17_4 1-6 • Paper • $8 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Fall• 
Winter 6.... 6 V4■~200 
~-~~ 

releases from 
The Pilgrim 
Press 

•• 
Order from 

THE PILGRIM PRESS 
230 Sheldon Road , Berea, OH 44017 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Holy Stuff of Life: Stories, Poems, and 
Prayers about Human Things 

Heat her Murray Elkins 
!SB 978 -0-8298- 1723-2 • Pape r • $15 

Prayers for School Teachers: 
Contemporary Conversations with God 

Sharon Harris-Ewing 
ISBN 978-0-8298- 1734-8 • Paper • $15 

WOMEN 

Sister, Save Yourself! 
Direct Talk about Domestic Violence 

Linda H . Hollies 
Foreword by Marie M. Fortun e 

!SB 978-0 -8298- 1731-7 • Paper • $16 

Distributed in the U.S.A. 
by The Pilgrim Press: 

COPPERHOUSE 

After the Beginning 
Carolyn Pogue 

Illu str ated by Ma rgare t Kyle 
ISBN 1-896836-83-6 • Ha rd cove r • $18.95 

Oil and Water: Two Faiths, One God 
Amir Hussain 

ISBN 1-896836-82-8 
Paper, $19.95 

NO RTHS rONE l' ll llU SIII , G 

The Spirituality of Pets 
James Taylor 

ISBN 1-8968368 1-X 
Hard cove r w ith du stjac ket • $33 

Wooo LA KE B OO KS 

Adventures of the God Detectives 
Nancy Reeve s and Linnea Good 

Illu strat ed by Leslie Cheva lier 
ISBN 1-55145-542-0 • Paper • $6.95 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Phone: 800.537.3394 (M-F, 8:3oam-4:3opm, ET) • Fax: 216.736.2206 • www .thepilgrimpress.com 
Allow $5.50 sh ippingf orfir st book, 75¢ each addit iona l book . When ordering by phone , please mention Promotion Code TLCo6. 


