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It's all about timing.
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No one can bring you more up -to -the-minute commentaries ,

news features and viewpoints than THE LIVING CHURCH .

THE

LIVING CHURCH
INDEPENDENT AND OBJECTIVE .

ORDER TODAY TOLL-FREE AT 1-877-822-8228 and choose your subscription! (MC VISA accepted)



LIVING CHURCH
The objective of THE LIVING CHURCH magazine is to build up the body of Christ,

by describing how God is moving in his Church; by reporting news of the

Church in an unbiased manner ; and by presenting diverse points of view .An independent Weekly serving

piscopalians since 1878
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SUNDAY'S READINGS
Solid Oak

CHOIR

CHAIR

Called to Be Countercultural

But who do you say that I am ?' (Mark 8:29 )

The 14th Sunday After Pentecost, Sept. 14, 2003 (Proper 19B)

Isaiah 50 :4-9 ; Psalm 116 or 116: 1-8 ; James 2 : 1-5 , 8-10 , 14-18 ; Mark 8 :27-38 or

Mark 9 : 14-29

a

with FIBRE RUSH SEAT

Since 1877

R.Geissler Inc.

>P.O. Box 432

Old Greenwich , CT 06870

Phone : (203) 637-5115

One of the characteristics of West- tongue is to be used for sustaining the

ern civilization is a spirit of independ- weary with a word (Isaiah 50 : 4 ). Isaiah

ence . We look upon independence as goes on to say that God awakens our

one of the highest of virtues. In its ear so that we may listen . Listen to

worst expression this takes the form what ? Maybe we are to listen as God

of the cult of the self, typified by self- listens. In Psalm 116, God inclines his

help books and looking out for me and ear to us when we are needy. There is

mine. The Bible has a different take on the prototype for listening. God awak

things as shown in this Sunday's read- ens our ear so that we may listen

ings . The Bible teaches dependence beyond our self - interest.

on God and interdependence on each This same theme comes up again in

other. a different way in the Letter of James.

No wonder there is a tendency in James argues against favoritism fora

our culture to domesticate Jesus and the rich . We may say that we are not

the Bible so that the message comes doing that. After all, we are egalitari

across more like a mirror image of ans . However, we need to ask our

ourselves rather than a challenge that selves a question. Are we quick to

transforms us and our culture . But respond to the needs of family and

Jesus can never really be domesti- friends but slow to hear, see or touch

cated. In spite of our efforts to do so, the needs of the poor who are

he still speaks loudly and clearly: strangers to us ?

“ Those who want to save their life will In the gospel, Jesus asks who peo

lose it, and those who lose their life ple say he is. After playing around

for my sake , and for the sake of the with some answers he goes on to

gospel, will save it" (Mark 8:35) . speak of suffering, carrying a cross

Throughout the Bible we find varia- and losing life, all a paradox for saving

tions of this theme of losing self. Isa- life. In other words, he is saying that

iah writes about God giving us a this paradoxical person is who he is. If

tongue not exclusively for our inde- we want to be his followers, this is

pendent benefit but for others. Our who we will be following.

Breaking

Barriers

for

Christ

Look It Up

We do not have to go far to do this research . Do research on ourselves. How

much in a given day do we act selflessly for others rather than exclusively for

ourselves ? Do we find a balance ?

1

Think About It

There is no easy way to balance the obligation we have concerning the needs of

family and other loved ones with the needs of strangers. But are we blind to

either?!

Contact us about keeping mission

in your church's life

Anglican Frontier Missions

The Rev. Tad de Bordenave

info@afm-1s.org • 800-411-2368

www.afın -us.org

Next Sunday

The 15th Sunday After Pentecost, Sept. 21 , 2003 (Proper 20B )

Wisdom 1 :16-2 :16-11) 12-22; Psalm 54 ; James 3 : 16-4 :6 ; Mark 9 :30-37
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PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY

Founded in 1833

Donates to those Parishes, Missions

and Institutions at home and abroad ,

which are unable to purchase them :

The Book of Common Prayer

The Church Hymnal

Each request must be endorsed by

the Bishop of the Diocese .

Apply: The Rev. James C. Dorsey, Sec'y.

257 W.Somerville Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 19120
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TRAINING 4. ENCOURAGING

NURTURING ** SUPPORTING

CALL 800.699.2669 (US)

316.686.0470

E -MAIL tens@tens.org

► WEBSITE http://tens.org

CONDUCTING A CLERGY SEARCH?

Find the right candidate with display advertising in The Living Church .

Your results will be exceptional . Pure and simple .

For details call Tom Parker, Advertising Manager

(414) 276-5420 ext . 16 or E-mail : tparker@livingchurch.org

Clergy

location
Center

Terror and Triumph

The Nature of Black Religion

By Anthony B. Pinn . Augsburg Fortress.

Pp. 288. $22 . ISBN 0800636015.

Terror and Triumph is a necessary

resource for research into the difficult

matter of the essence of black religion

in the United States. Anthony Pinn's

quest is to locate expressions and

practices that formed the core of reli

gious life in the 400 -year odyssey of

black people in America. Diversity in

the nature and meaning of black reli

gion is the book's chief concern .

Pinn concludes that all expressions

of African American religion , not just

Christian faith , manifest out of a basic

impulse for complex subjectivity. This

leads to the conclusion of the book in

which the field of psychology of reli

gion and religious aesthetics enable

Pinn to argue for an elemental nature

of black religion no longer bound by

the ghosts of dehumanization .

No doubt, the socialization

processes of slavery dehumanized

African people to namelessness and

invisibility. But how did black people

resist such socialization ? Pinn's

response to this question was his

genius in this book. To become

human, black people had to create

their own complex subjectivity

through rituals and practices, the his

torical manifestation of black religios

ity. Such religiosity gave way to new

constructions of humanity for the

modern and post-modern West.

In short, Pinn concludes that rituals

in reference to the system of slavery

reinforce a fixed identity of being

black; recognition of this fixed iden

tity leads to terror; and religion (liber

ation) for black people becomes a

response to the dread and terror of

being black in America.

Does Pinn also have to conclude

that there is a nature and meaning of

white religion in the United States that

remains fixed ? This was the only nag

ging question that I wanted to see

answered in this fine book, as I won

der whether psychoanalytic con

structs in fact work in the communal

framework of African people,

( The Rev.) Michael Battle

Durham , N.C.

800-733-0930

Ask for a clergy moving specialist and discover

why thousands of churches, clergy and seminarians

~ Clergy Discount have relied on us for nearly two decades.

A divisionof

Guaranteed Dates

Relocation
Up To 3 Estimates Center

Major Van Lines www.clergyrelocation.com

email : info@clergyrelocation.com

THE “ EVERYONE WINS” FUNDRAISER !

Let Siwok and More provide you with beautifully carved crosses, nativities, birds

and animals to sell at your church , church bazaar or fundraiser. Each piece is

handcrafted by the Wichi Indians of Northern Argentina.

At the end of the sale, you keep 10 % of your sales and return any unsold items

along with 60 % of your sales to Siwok & More.

Advantages to your organization:

• A product that sells itself

• A fund raising project with NO RISK

• NO UPFRONT MONEY NEEDED

n

>
For more information:

Contact Mollie Polhemus @ Siwok & More

E -mail: Mollie@wcc.net

Website: www.siwokandmore.com

(325 ) 468-3011
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NEWS

Bishop Burgess Dies
Massachusetts bishop is remembered as the first among

African Americans to lead a diocese of the Episcopal Church.

In an era when much of the United the first ballot on Sept. 22, 1962. On

States was still strictly segregated by June 7, 1969, the diocese elected him

race and much of the Episcopal Church bishop coadjutor. He succeeded the Rt.

was white and upper middle class , the Rev. Anson Phelps Stokes, Jr. as dioce

Rt. Rev. John M. Burgess stood out, not san on Jan. 17, 1970.

only because of who he was, but also " To me the most significant thing

because of the way that his ministry was his consistency,” Canon Rodman

crossed seemingly impenetrable barri- said. “He was very much a person of his

ers. Bishop Burgess, who as Bishop of time and he knew that he would always

Massachusetts from 1970 – 1975 was the have to be twice as good to get half as

first African American diocesan bishop in far as most white people, but he had no

the Episcopal Church, died Aug. 24 in bitterness about him ."

Vineyard Haven , Mass. He was 94. In a 1992 interview , Bishop Burgess
RNS photo

“ He was the first of a number of said he was always guided in his min Bishop Burgess at the service in 1970 when he

prominent progressive bishops in the istry by the desire to prove that the was installed as Bishop of Massachusetts .

20th century,” said the Rev. Canon Ed Episcopal Church could be relevant to

Rodman , canon missioner for the Dio- the lives of the poor.” ent of the Episcopal City Mission .

cese of Massachusetts. “He set the tem- Born in Grand Rapids, Mich ., on While encouraging urban parishes to

plate both for black bishops and also March 11 , 1909, John Melville Burgess become more involved with the poor,

for his commitment to urban ministry.” was the son of a dining car waiter on the he often met resistance from clergy

Canon Rodman, who was with Pere Marquette Railroad. He was who had become comfortable main

Bishop Burgess shortly before he died, ordained in 1934 and quickly immersed taining declining congregations. In his

noted that the Rt. Rev. Paul Moore is himself in the plight of auto workers first diocesan convention address in

often credited with pioneering urban who were struggling to unionize. He 1970, he elaborated on the importance

ministry, but he was consecrated after assumed ecclesiastical duties in Massa- of urban ministry.

Bishop Burgess who was elected chusetts in 1956 when he was appointed " I hope we will not lose sight of the

Bishop Suffragan of Massachusetts on archdeacon of Boston and superintend- fact that our true and essential mission

is to the world and not to ourselves ," he

said . “ It would be tragic indeed if

debate on ecclesiastical minutiae pro

vided us an escape from a world in

Charles Gyude Bryant, the new side of the African continent in 1847 by need of Christ.”

leader of the interim government of freed American slaves, the country of 3 After his retirement as diocesan, he

war-torn Liberia, is considered a con- million has been almost destroyed dur- taught at Berkeley Divinity School at

sensus builder who reportedly honed ing a civil war that began during the Yale and served for a time as interim

his diplomatic skills as a member of early 1990s and has resulted in an esti- dean. He also was an assisting bishop

the Episcopal Church of Liberia . mated 250,000 deaths. Recently a 1997 in the dioceses of Washington, Con

“He has the ability of decision -mak- ceasefire agreement collapsed, creat- necticut, North Carolina and Curacao .

ing” by consent not fiat, the Very Rev. ing as many as half a million refugees The Burgesses moved from Connecti

Jonathan B. B. Hart told The New York and widespread famine. cut to Martha's Vineyard in 1989 and

Times. " In the church we want deci- If anyone is capable of bringing the were members of Grace Church , Vine

sions coming out of discussions, not country back from the brink of ruin , it yard Haven.In 1999, the parish honored

unilateral decisions,” said the dean of is Mr. Bryant, said his brother, the Rev. Bishop Burgess on his 90th birthday

Trinity Cathedral in Monrovia, where Burgess Carr, rector of St. Timothy's in with the dedication of a new stained

Mr. Bryant is amember. Decatur, Ga. glass window bearing his likeness.

Mr. Bryant, a successful business- "Gyude is a very careful and cau- Bishop Burgess is survived by his

man and until Aug. 21 a relatively tious person ,” he told Episcopal News wife, Esther, two daughters, Julia

minor political figure in Liberia, will Service. “He is a man of deep faith. He Burgess of Washington, D.C. , and Mar

need to employ all of his consensus- is a fair person, not ostentatious; he is garet B. Harrison of Boston, three grand

building skills. Founded on the western soft-spoken and knows his mind .” children and two great grandchildren.

Episcopalian Chosen to Lead Liberia

6 THE LIVING CHURCH · SEPTEMBER 14. 2003



Arizona Nominees

The nominating committee of the

Diocese of Arizona has announced a

slate of four candidates for the bishop

coadjutor election to be held at All

Saints' Church , Phoenix , Oct. 17-18 .

They are: the Rev. Christopher Brd

lik , rector of Calvary, Summit, N.J.; the

Rev. Jonathan B. Coffey, Jr., rector of

St. Anthony on the Desert, Scottsdale,

Ariz .; the Rev. Carol Wharton Hull,

rector of St. George's, Dayton , Ohio;

and the Rev. Canon Kirk Stevan Smith ,

rector of St. James', Los Angeles.

The Rt . Rev. Robert R. Shahan ,

Bishop of Arizona, has not announced

the date of his retirement. However,

Bishop Shahan said he intends to
Rick Bate photo

devote the majority of his time after Young adults lived at this house next to St. Mark's Cathedral, Minneapolis, during General Convention .

the tentative April 2004 consecration

to overseeing the rebuilding of Trinity

Shung Adult Festiv
al

Cathedral which was severelydam- Full Involvement for Young Adults
aged by a fire last October.

After he gave committee testimony worship, daily legislative briefings as

on stem cell research and in vitro fer- well as observation and participation in

BRIEFLY...
tilization , Ryan Kuratko, writing in daily General Convention legislative

The middle school and high school “ Four and a Quarter,” a newsletter pub“ Four and a Quarter," a newsletter pub- activities. Most of the activities, wor

based at Trinity Cathedral in Little lication by the Young Adult Festival, ship and workshops were open to all

Rock , Ark ., will change its name to
lamented in an editorial that he felt as convention attendees. It was under

Episcopal Collegiate School in order to though he had not given a good written by the Young Adult and Higher

reflect its heritage, identity and mis- account either of his views or the Education Ministries Office of the Min

sion, according to a statement from Young Adult Festival presence at Gen- istries with Young People Cluster of the

the board of directors. A school com- eral Convention . Episcopal Church. The Rev. Douglas

prising elementary grades will retain
Mr. Kuratko and approximately 100 Fenton is the staff officer for the Young

The Cathedral School name. other Episcopalians aged 18-29 were People Cluster and served as event

part of a new initiative in young adult host.

Most mainstream protestant denom- ministry. Fr. Fenton said the participation was

inations in the United States have had “ The festival is different than other evidence that the Episcopal Church

significant increases in the number of young adult’-themed events that have contains “passionately motivated and

heresy charges filed against ministers. happened in the past,” said design team committed young adults” who seek

A recent report in The Providence member Uchenna Ukaegbu of Ann ways to welcome others and be wel

Journal attributes the increase to two Arbor, Mich. “ It's not a social gathering,Arbor, Mich. " It's not a social gathering, comed themselves into wider church

somewhat differing developments : an or a vocations conference, or a retreat, fellowship and participation .

increasing number of people entangled although it has elements of all those Mr. Kuratko's testimony was not a

in disputes over historical theology vs. things. We want to equip ourselves to total loss. He reported that afterward a

popular culture, and a backlash be fully involved in the life of the number of committee members sought

against the ecumenical movement.
church ." him out to thank him for his comments.

Participants in the July 29-Aug. 3 “A young adult presence is more

Correction : The vote for the lay dep- event agreed to spend at least one than an advocacy group ," he wrote . " It

utation of the Diocese of Southwest week living in community at a house is the conscious changing of the habits

Florida was listed incorrectly in the owned by the Diocese of Minnesota and ways of thinking of all the mem

vote totals for resolution C051 , the and located next door to St. Mark's bers of the church so that they rou

blessing of same-sex relationships Cathedral. Their daily schedule, which tinely and automatically include young

( TLC, Aug. 31 ) . That deputation voted began at 7 a.m. and closed with Combegan at 7 a.m. and closed with Com- adults as the active, interested, and

"no" rather than being divided . pline at 10 p.m., included workshops, informed group that we are .”

SEPTEMBER 14. 2003 · THE LIVING CHURCH 7



Forgiveness on Death Row

The mother and a daughter of a one's life ended filled with terror; but doza,who is a licensed counselor but

murdered woman sit across the table these final words speak more to a has taken seminary courses for sev

from the man who killed their loved moment full of grace. eral years to enhance the spiritual per

one several years ago. They're When the session concludes, the spective of his work .

together in a windowless room on women insist on having the mediator “ They have to get to a place where

death row in a Texas prison with a take photos of them with the killer, they want to meet the perpetrator."

mediator from the Texas Department arms around each other, and goodbye Mr. Mendoza or one of the other staff

of Criminal Justice's Victim Offender hugs are given . mediators prepares both the victim (s )

Mediation Dialogue — a transforma- With 23 years of experience in crim- and the perpetrator thoroughly for six

tive program of forgiveness directed inal justice from probation officer to months before they encounter each

by Eddie Mendoza, a part-time student mediation training, Mr. Mendoza, 48, other during the session.

in the master of arts in counseling pro- directs a program unique in the United The prisoner must agree to media

gram at the Episcopal Theological States . Well known for leading the tion and does not receive any jail

Seminary of the Southwest. United States (and all but two other rewards or time off sentencing for par

A video camera records the hours- countries throughout the world ) in ticipating.Mr. Mendoza has seen many

attitude changes in prison

ers after they go through

mediation.

An offender realizes the “One person told me he

no longer cheers while wit

nessing a prison fight. He

human side of his or her just walks away now ."

Both victims and offend

crime by listening to the
ers reach a point where they

have to see each other and

tell their story, said Mr. Men

victims describe their loved
doza , a member of Christ

Church , Cedar Park, Texas.

An offender realizes the

one and detail the pain and human side of his or her

crime by listening to the vic

tims describe their loved

anguish of loss. one and detail the pain and

Mr. Mendoza
anguish of loss . Victims

realize the offender may not

be a vicious animal but a

long encounter. Aside from spotty tes- death penalty executions each year, human being who also suffers from

timony at the murder trial years ago, Texas paradoxically became the first the crime.

the women know little of their loved state to develop a statewide program Victim and offender often end up

one's last moments of life . The daugh- of mediation dialogue for violent talking in a way with the dead person,

ter was only 5 years old at the time of crimes in 1993. About 120 mediations Mr. Mendoza said .

the murder. They press for informa- have been held in the past six years — " Participants communicate with the

tion — and still more information . most dealing with fatally violent dead person through each other. The

Choking back sobs, the perpetrator crimes or a death sentence , as well as killer usually knows nothing about his

spills out horrific details of the killing. DWI manslaughter. Fifteen other or her victim , and the survivors don't

The killer relates that just seconds states now have some form of media- know about the last minutes of their

before he shot her the victim said, “I tion , but most deal with misdemeanor loved one's life. When this communi
forgive you and God will too ." crimes and no other program includes cation happens, the victim and the

This revelation pierces years of pain all the prisons in its state . offender find reconciliation and a mir

and uncertainty. Until now , the mother It's up to the victims to begin the acle happens.”

and the daughter thought their loved process of mediation , said Mr. Men Bob Kinney

8 THE LIVING CHURCH · SEPTEMBER 14. 2003



Elizabeth Aylward tells

the children the story

of the potter and the clay.

Messy Growth
St. Mark's Church, Brunswick, Ga. ,

is especiallyfriendly to families.

7

By Marcia McRae may be required as happened when wine, but I'm glad they're coming."

this writer and her husband spent the The liturgy at St. Mark's is the

Messy. Joyous. Tedious. Open. weekend as guests of the parish to same one Episcopalians use through

Moving. Solemn. Silent. Movement. get a close look at what makes St. out the Diocese of Georgia. But it has

Dynamic. Many other adjectives Mark's a dynamic and growing a distinctly different dynamic that

come to mind and sprinkle conversa- church in this seaport's inner city. comes from its mix of clergy, laity

tion about St. Mark's Church in One factor that contributes to the and the sense of love, duty and devo

Brunswick , Ga., a parish that adver- obvious love shared among parish- tion they hammer out for themselves

tises itself locally as " an old church ioners is the genuine mutual respect in an on -going process. The process

with new ideas." active among them . This is apparent itself helps empower participants to

Those ideas make for a messy in word and deed, whether sharing a claim and share God's love. It also

community — literally and figura- meal on a dock overlooking the allows them to try and to regroup

tively. For example, at the popular Atlantic Ocean, exchanging the when an effort fails.

and growing 9:15 a.m. Sunday serv- peace at the Eucharist, or socializing That process, coupled with the

ice, visitors experience a lively com- in the parish hall while the children's confidence they have in themselves

munity in family -oriented worship class is in progress at the other end and their leaders, led to bringing the

with many children and their accom of the room. non-traditional family service out

panying noise and movement among St. Mark's members manifest an from the chapel where it was tucked

an average crowd of 125 of all ages, attitude summed up by one parish- away and which it had outgrown. At

one-third of them children . ioner who commented on a non -tra- that Sunday service, attended by 135,

It's a service for which a drop cloth ditional service. “ It's not my cup of (Continued on next page)

-
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Top : The Rev. Liam

Collins ( rector,

St. Mark's, Brunswick)

shows the bowl he

made as he preaches

on the same theme.

Left: Potter Debbie

Craig demonstrates

her craft.

Right: Music at the

family service is lively

and full of gestures.

Marcia McRae photos

(Continued from previous page) gation knows that “to have your say It helps parishioners feel respectfully

is not to have your way." listened to , according to both Fr.

local potter Debbie Craig worked at But it works. Parishioners know Collins and parishioners.

her wheel in the chancel as Elizabeth there are no secret agendas, meet- " Maybe their idea sparks the atten

Aylward told the children's story ings nor groups. More than that, they tion of the group and forges the way

about the potter and clay. That led know their opinions matter. “ This for the next step for us in the

into the sermon the Rev. Liam Collins develops a growing sense of owner- process, " Fr. Collins said , emphasiz

preached, using as a visual aid the ship in the church in a very positive ing it's not about efficiency but about

clay bowl he had made during a past way,” Fr. Collins said. decision making. " The lack of effi

attempt to be a potter. " You don't hear 'Nos' in our church ciency does get on some people's

On the more figurative level , St. but 'Let's talk ',” said Jack Aylward nerves It's not always about effi

Mark's is a messy community when it who, with his wife, Elizabeth , was ciency ... But I think in some ways it

comes to decision making. Since instrumental in developing the family is the most fruitful. There's a vitality

becoming rector in 1998, Fr. Collins service. In fact, that service, which in it now that's pretty contagious, I

has made a concerted effort to have had been using printed service think. ”

the congregation reach consensus sheets, changed when participants That means agendas carry over

through open meetings and open dia- talked to Fr. Collins about wanting a from one time to the next and meet

logue. more prayer book -oriented liturgy. ings usually last one -and - a -half

“ It is tedious and messy,” Fr. That kind of positive approach helps hours, but they often include a meal.

Collins said , adding there can be ten- air issues so that marginal items do This developed from the 1999 annual

sion in the dialogue , and the congre- not become divisive , Fr. Collins said . parish meeting that was full of

10 THE LIVING CHURCH · SEPTEMBER 14.2003



Gloucester St

St. Mark's Church , Brunswick, Ga.

energy and vitality. As it ended , par- comments from others in the congre- their city and cross -cultural aware

ticipants realized they could not shut gation attesting to Mr. Talley's skillsgation attesting to Mr. Talley's skills ness, appreciation and communica

off that creative enthusiasm until the that have proven invaluable to St. tion in their neighborhood. These

next year's meeting, and they could Mark's. Since 1998 , average weeklyMark's. Since 1998, average weekly efforts range from praying for the

not consign it to committee. So they attendance has increased from 423 to embattled school board and offering

undertook to explore new vehicles to 550, but attendance is just one of a tutoring services to students who

access that dynamic dialogue,

Fr. Collins said . Parishioners

and assisting clergy alike credit

much of the church's dynamic “ Growth is not measured just by numbers ,

character and growth to Fr.

Collins' pastoral leadership and but also by the quality of what we do.”

to the organizational skills of Al

Talley. Karen Fender

Fr. Collins had served at St.

Mark's for a number of years as

an assistant under his predeces

sor before he was invited to become number of ways the congregation request it to swapping ministers for

rector. He agreed on condition that assesses its effectiveness . Sunday services and Christian educa

Mr. Talley become parish administra- " Growth is not measured just by tion with other denominations and

tor. Mr. Talley has a strong organiza- numbers, but also by the quality of

tional mindset and skills that meet what we do, " said Karen Fender, who

the growing needs of the parish , and served as senior warden in 2002. And Marcia McRae is editor of The Epis

these allow Fr. Collins to focus on the people of St. Mark's do much. For copal Church in Georgia, the news

pastoral issues , he said , echoing example, they strive to build peace in paper of the Diocese of Georgia.

>

races .
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EDITOR'S CHOICE

Two Directions at One Time

Did You Know ...

The Rev. David E. Evans,

of Vernon , Vt., observed

the 60th anniversary of his

ordination to the priesthood

on May 10. His brother,

the Rev. John H. Evans,

of Portsmouth , R.I. ,

observed the 60th

anniversary of his

ordination to the

diaconate on July 9.

Quote of the Week

Russell D. Moore, writing

for BP News, the daily

news service of the

Southern Baptists,

on General Convention :

“ The Episcopal hierarchy

faces a culture that isa

just as entrenched

in the ideology

of the sexual revolution

as the Jim Crow South

was entrenched

in the ideology

of white supremacy."

An editorial concludes that “ The prospect of were introduced. Therefore I have difficulty

full communion with Roman Catholics is an understanding how the Episcopal Church can

exciting possibility ” (TLC, April 27] . As a lay march in two directions at once without

Episcopalian , I am underwhelmed by this becoming hopelessly lost in the “ wandring

“ exciting possibility." While the dialogue con- mazes. ” The Lutherans are not about to for

tinues between Anglicans and Roman swear their protestant heritage, nor is the

Catholics ( the ARC consultations) , on the papacy about to welcome Martin Luther.

protestant side of town the courtship between Catholicity is one thing; elimination of dis

the Episcopal Church and the Evangelical sent is another, and the authority of the pope

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) also pro- is absolute. But the pope is not alone in claim

ceeds warily. Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, ing authority. The world is in agony from con

and Lutherans share a similar liturgy, but one flicting authoritarian world views, most visibly

should not mistake form for substance. Martin in the Middle East, even if the triumph of au

Luther had no doubt about thority is asserted by “coali

where he was coming from , tion" forces only as an

nor I suspect is the pope intermediate stage toward

uncertain about his own democracy. For the

position and, for that matter, moment, anyhow , dissent

about Martin Luther's. from the claims of the victo

I am not trained in theol rious authority is suspect, in

ogy and realize that in of our homeland as well as in

fering these thoughts I Episcopalianism occupied territories. During

betray a vast ignorance. the attack on Iraq, “ Protest

Nevertheless, I have been is suffering from ers = Pro - Terrorist ” was

uneasy about the transfor painted on the windows of a

mation of the Episcopal a serious identity formidable megasized SUV

Church as I have experi parked along a main street

enced it during my lifetime, crisis as it seeks of the college campus

and am concerned that Epis where I work.

copalianism is suffering to be all things But protestantism is also

from a serious identity crisis the work of protesters and

as it seeks to be all things for for all people. built on dissent. I would not

all people , embracing the gloss over abuses and intol

polarities of Roman Catholi erance in the religious his

cism and protestantism .. tory of protestantism but

The deliberations of the feel dissent is inherently

Episcopal-Lutheran discus healthy and needed more

sion participants suggest the than ever in a world of

philosophers of Milton's clashing authoritarian ide

Paradise Lost, who " found no end, in wan- ologies.

dring mazes lost. " These deliberations revolve Because I have been uneasy for years about

around the centrality of the historic episco- the apparent trend of Anglicanism toward

pate for Episcopalians and the status of their Roman Catholicism with its authoritarian bag

bishops, who in the Lutheran Church seem, to gage, I was heartened by the dialogue with the

my observation anyhow , to be more primi Lutherans. However, the stronger current

inter pares , and who may return to parish seems to be sweeping Anglicanism toward

ministry after a term in office. Rome. I only hope that the Episcopal Church

Yet at the center of the “wandring mazes ” is does not drown in these dangerous waters

the Minotaur himself, Martin Luther, squaring because it cannot decide toward which shore

off against his mortal enemy. The Episcopal to swim .

Church I remember through my young adult

years was, I believe , officially identified as Our guest columnist is William G. Sayres,

“ The Protestant Episcopal Church " until the part-time teacher of English at the Univer

“ protestant” label was later dropped as prac- sity ofMaine at Farmington. He is a member

tices and doctrine closer to the Roman church of St. Andrew's Church, Readfield, Maine.

9
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EDITORIALS

Not a Wise Strategy By withholding funds

from the national church ,

chances are that much of

the Episcopal Church's

foreign mission will be

reduced or eliminated

while the national leaders

will be untouched.

There are already distressing reports of money being with

held or reduced as a symbol of unhappiness over what took

place at the 74th General Convention last month in Minneapo

lis. Some dioceses are talking about reducing or withholding

their apportionment to the Episcopal Church. One diocese is

reported to have placed its apportionment funds in an escrow

account. Some congregations are trying to decide whether to

reduce or withhold their diocesan assessment. And some indi

viduals already have either cut back or eliminated pledges to

the local congregations.

Such strategy is unwise, and usually hurts everyone but the

person or institution to whom the tactic is directed . In many of

the aforementioned examples, those who suggest a cutback or

withholding of funds try to ensure that the money is redirected

to a " local" project or ministry. The trouble with such a plan is

that proponents overlook the fact that we are part of a world

wide fellowship — the Anglican Communion . By withholding

funds from the national church , chances are that much of the

Episcopal Church's foreign mission will be reduced or elimi

nated while the national leaders will be untouched. This would

be a touch of irony, for many of those who are considering cut

ting back payments to the national church are the same ones

turning to international primates for help. Ministry and finan

cial aid to those same primates' churches could very well be

eliminated if dioceses decide to redirect their funds. Mean

while , the bishops , or General Convention deputies , who

adopted the legislation that led to the possibility of withhold

ing funds, and even the Presiding Bishop , would be unaffected

by such a strategy.

Eliminating payments to the national church or the diocese

also would help prove an unfortunate point — that we are in

essence a congregational church, acting unilaterally rather

than collegially, even if redirected funds might be helping the

local community. We are still part of the Episcopal Church , and

even if we don't agree with some of its decisions, we have an

obligation to the larger church and to each other. The church

is not a voluntary organization or a club to which membership

dues are paid. It is a community of the faithful, even when it is

wracked by tension and division .

Withholding funds is bound to have a negative effect on

stewardship teaching at the local level . How can we teach

good stewardship if we are not practicing it ourselves ?

Perhaps most important, we have the teaching ofJesus as an

example. In Matt. 17 :24-27, the collectors of the temple tax

confront Peter and ask him if "your teacher” pays the temple

tax . Jesus tells Peter the temple tax must be paid, even if it

would wind up in the hands of those persons responsible for

condemning him to death .

Money talks, an old saying goes . Another old yarn refers to

voting with one's checkbook. Holding back funds is bound to

attract attention , but it is not a Christian response, even if we

don't agree with the leaders of our church. We are called to be

faithful, and when we believe the church has erred , we are to

call for reform . We are still members of a faith community, and

responsible to one another and to God .

G

Dog is doing a new thing.
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READER'S VIEWPOINT The articles that appear on this page do not necessanily represent

the editonal opinion of The Living Church or its board of directors.

The Church According to Garp

THE WORLD ACCORDING TO

Garp

By Whis Hays agenda. The guardians of a venerable get worse as liberal decision -makers

Christian institution have affirmed punitively withhold even more funds in

behaviors that the scriptures, their own the wake of ECUSA's schismatic depar

my co -workers at Rock the World tradition and nearly all cultures view as ture from the Anglican Communion. “ In

Youth Mission Alliance delivered a immoral – and they have affirmed these the name of divine justice, I will trade

great reality check . When we heard that behaviors in the name of divine justice ? your lives for my sexual gratification

the Rev. Canon Gene Robinson was That's only the beginning. More and enlightenment."

being investigated for “ sexually inap- absurdities and depredations to follow . This is the Church According to

propriate behavior” as part of his con- In the strangest of all turns, the lib- Garp.

sent hearing, Meredith said, “Wait ... eral part of the church turned a deaf ear The blood -for-sex tradeoff may just

was the inappropriate behavior touch- to the pleas of brothers and sisters from be getting started . In places like Africa

ing a man in public, divorcing his wife, the global South to refrain from enact- and Southeast Asia, where the Anglican

or having sex with another man ?” ing the renegade sexual agenda pre- Church borders militant Islam , active

In The World According to Garp by sented for approval at convention . This violence against Anglicans may well

John Irving, a best-selling 1978 novel, deafness is especially tragic in light of erupt or already may have erupted the

Garp's entire life interweaves day after Canon Robinson was

Everyman normalcy with outra
The actions of General

approved. This blood will not only

geous extremes of infidelity, vio be on the hands of those who

lence, lust, blasphemy, and lives decide where to disperse the

Convention remind meturned upside down and inside out church's funds. Their blood will be

by sex and violence. Garp is con- far more of Irving's on the hands of all who voted for

ceived when his mother effectively the consent, and those who delib

rapes his semi- comatose father novel than erately voted to elect bishops and

while serving as his nurse . She deputies who would vote this way,

later establishes a feminist resort I would for whom “ justice delayed is jus

which becomes a haven for a tice denied . " Whose justice ? At

group of women who willingly cut have dared whose expense ? In the absurd

out their own tongues to protest Church According to Garp, what

the mutilation -rape of an 11-year- imagine difference does it make ?

old girl. One major character is Is this scenario unlikely ? Could

Ruberta Muldoon, a transsexual a few years those bishops who face radical

ex -football player. Violence also Islam on their doorsteps and in

punctuates the story line: Assassi- ago. their streets be mistaken or bluff

nation attempts are common fare, Irving's book was made into a movie (1982) . ing or lying about the threat to

planes crash into houses, a man their lives and the lives of their

bites off a dog's ear ( and that's not all the deadly consequences these deci- flocks ? Who would dare to make such a

that gets bitten off in the story ). Absur- sions hold for untold thousands of poor charge ? Only those who believe that

dities and depredations pile up in a in the least economically developed upper -crust Americans really do know

world which otherwise seems very nor- parts of the world . better than the black and brown bish

mal. The effect is a sitcom gone com- I have been told by bishops from ops who live under this threat. So we

pletely berserk . below the equator that funds to their have now mutated into a church where

The actions of General Convention dioceses were cut back severely or cut the liberals have become the racists and

remind me far more of Irving's novel off entirely in 1999 because their cultural imperialists. This church still

than I would have dared imagine a few stance in favor of sexual morality at retains the trappings of normalcy, but it

years ago . What else can you say when Lambeth in 1998 offended the liberal has gone completely berserk .

the convention strains at the gnat of a establishment in the Episcopal Church . Perhaps you remember the charges

single incident of an allegedly inappro- These dioceses were no longer able to brought against Bishop Walter Righter

priate touch while swallowing whole fund significant humanitarian and in 1995 , charges of having violated the

the camels of divorce and flaunted health programs. Lives of impoverished doctrine of the church by ordaining an

homosexual liaison ? This is a church people of color have already been sacri- openly practicing homosexual priest.

gone berserk, where perspective is ficed on the altar of America's liberal The trial never happened. The charges

abandoned for the sake of political sexual agenda. This problem will only were dismissed after a hearing by a

ROBIN WILLIAMS

Gap
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It Seems Different
panel of bishops on the grounds that

the Episcopal Church really has no doc

trine (unless it might be found in C. H.

Dodd's 1936 book on apostolic preach

ing ). I think the easiest road to take

now would be to admit whatever doc

trine remains in the Episcopal Church

is really Gnostic doctrine. “ Do whatever

you like with your body sexually.

Defend your right to do so by sacrific

ing the blood of poor people of minority

extraction . After all, these are merely

physical, material realities – we are con

cerned with eternal, spiritual matters

like love. " This is Gnosticism with a

vengeance. If we aren't saying it out

right, that may be more due to our love

of understatement than because we still

really believe and obey the gospel of

Jesus Christ. Very fitting for the Church

According to Garp.

Please let me say I have no interest

whatsoever in levying a personal attack

on Bishop Coadjutor-elect Gene Robin

son. I have never met the man , and

those who have met him are favorably

impressed in many ways. But in certain

situations an individual becomes an

icon for a cause or a movement. In this

case , Canon Robinson voluntarily

became the international symbol for a

gay rights movement that now deliber

ately plunges the entire Anglican Com

munion into the maelstrom of schism .

He is an actual person whom few of us

know , but under the circumstances he

has become a personage known to us

all. It is Canon Robinson's personage

that symbolizes our final smash

through the looking glass into another

dimension , an upside -down ecclesiasti

cal world where the insiders are Out:

the Church According to Garp . Whether

we mourn our infidelity or celebrate the

victory of our surrealistic justice, this is

the church that has come on us at

last. Canon Robinson has become our

new icon of hope and progress and jus

tice . I hope we enjoy the view .

So here's to you, Canon Robinson .

So far, I have failed to recognize the General Convention I attended in

Minneapolis in the reporting of THE LIVING CHURCH. It would seem the van

tage from Hall D ( exhibits ) was different from my own in Hall C (House of

Deputies) (TLC, Aug. 24 ) . Where have been mention of the myriad

moments of grace I experi

enced? Let me name a few :

Cynthia Black's stunning
What if God

audio -visual presentations

during midday prayers; had thought likewise

Chaplain Brian Prior's

and declineduncanny ability to center the

house in silence and to sum

to redeem humankind,
up deputies' hopes in

prayer; and the unfailing

because the price
courtesy, fairness and good

humor of president George

Werner, vice president Vince was too high?

Currie, and secretary Rose

mari Sullivan in guiding the

house through debate on difficult issues. My favorite moment was when

Nigel Renton's resolution of courtesy and appreciation for the signers for

the deaf was acclaimed by the house, whose members signed applause.

No one clapped. Remarkable!

An editorial noted that Gene Robinson may turn out to be a good

bishop, but his election came at too high a price (TLC , Aug. 24 ) . This , from

a Christian publication ? What if God had thought likewise and declined to

redeem humankind, because the price was too high ?

Lastly, let me respond to this week's editorial dirge . Former Bishop

Jones of Montana was presented , because a complainant filed a charge

that he had abused a pastoral relationship. How is that similar to Bishop

Coadjutor- elect Robinson's situation ?

( The Rev.) Gregory S. Straub

Chestertown, Md.

As I have poured over editorials of newspapers across the country,

referring to our recent General Convention, I have been impressed with

how many have been positive. Several writers have taken note of the rich

spiritual climate which existed in discussions, debates, and preparation

of the way for voting. Especially noted was the strong spirituality experi

enced in the House of Bishops.

After such saturation of prayer and calling upon the Holy Spirit for

guidance, at the convention , and throughout the church , I do not see how

we can continue to make the claim that the action taken to confirm the

election of Canon Robinson was not in accordance with the will of our

loving God. We need to be more open to that possibility.

In 1976, at the convention in Minneapolis, I served as a deputy when

approval was given for the ordination of women. I remember the gloom

which hung over much of the place, with statements that we had aban

doned the historic faith of the church, and threats of leaving our commu

nity of faith . Actually, I had the same question then as I do now. Today, I

no longer question what was God's will in the 1976 convention. It seems

rather obvious now that God gave us a complementary ministry which

The Rev. Whis Hays is the founder and

executive director of Rock the World

Youth Mission Alliance in Ambridge,

Pa. He also teaches youth ministry at

Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
No Need to Despair and the work at hand too important to

focus on such nonsense.

has greatly enriched the church . General Convention has clearly jet
In the article “ Reactions at Home and

So many good things have come tisoned the rock of catholic faith for Abroad ,” in the same issue, there are 15

from this recent convention min- the shifting sands of secular human
quotes presented, of which only three,

istry to youth and young adults, to the ism . But what else is new? I gave up
or 20 percent, are at all favorable

lives of brothers and sisters from on the national church about 27 years

toward the election of Gene Robinson .
other cultures , evangelism , mission ago as hopelessly liberal and self

This is unbiased or diverse, in keeping

and outreach . Now is the opportunity absorbed, having no need for a Savior with the magazine's objective printed

for all of us to get on with the power- who died on a cross . The faith has
on page 3?

ful mission of Jesus Christ. always been in the parishes rather
( The Rev.) James B. Craven III

( The Very Rev.) Robert Bizzaro than among the Yuppie elite who are St. Luke's Church

South Bend, Ind . elected year after year to supposedly
Durham , N.C.

represent us at General Convention .

I was not raised in the Episcopal
Traditionalists certainly have no

Church, and, therefore I am amazed by
need to despair. There are now with- What About Souls?

the church's obsession with homosexu
out question two Episcopal Churches

ality and the failure to place this issue
in the United States. Dioceses them

The editorial, " Church in Further Tur

in any broader context. Those who
selves are divided and jurisdictional

moil " (TLC, Aug. 24 ) , boldly asserts that

have reservations about the consent of
boundaries will become meaningless.

" The disarray caused by Canon Robin

the Rev. Canon Gene Robinson as the

Bishop Coadjutor of New Hampshire that their authority

The argument of the liberal bishops son's election is too large a price to

conveniently overlook the massive
must be recognized

changes in the Episcopal Church over will weaken as they Why is it that from the earliest times
the last several decades in the areas of

themselves refuse any

sexuality and gender.
obedience to the Lam of Christianity, the greatest points

Both the late Bishop Paul Moore of beth Conference or the

New York and the Rev. Peter Toon of of strife revolve around the inclusivity
moral authority of the

the Prayer Book Society have argued primates. It is time for

cogently that, once the Episcopal Christians in the Epis of the Christian community ?

Church broke dramatically with tradi copal Church to distin

tion and church teaching and discipline guish themselves by

on the issue of divorce and remarriage, refusing to be in communion with pay." This begs the question , "What

it thereby allowed the way for the those who reject the primacy of scrip- exactly areyou counting ?"

acceptance of homosexual relation
ture. One at a time, and with God's

Impaired communion within the

ships. Until a few decadesago, an Epis- help , we will take back our church . Communion, loss of some members,

copalian who remarried after a divorce
Charles C. Wicks

ecumenical relationships stressed,

was liable to excommunication, and, of
Elkhart, Ind. " change” of teaching ... all part of “a

course, such people were rejected for price .” What about souls – marginal

the ordained ministry. What was once a Where We Go ized because of sexuality, estranged

sin has now become acceptable. because of color, shunned because of

Dramatic changes have been visible A question on a cover asks “ Where gender? Why is it that from the earliest

in other areas as well. We now ordain Do We Go from Here ?” ( TLC, Aug. 31 ) . times of Christianity, the greatest points

women ; while this practice may have Fair question , but the answer should be of strife revolve around the inclusivity

many benefits, it has little support in obvious. We go out to do the work we of the Christian community - Gentiles,

scripture or tradition , and is still unac- have been given to do in being the women, non -anglos, gays, lesbians, and

ceptable in some parts of the Anglican hands and feet of the risen Christ here on and on? Can one even put a “ price "

Communion . In addition, we have on earth, now , in this mortal life — to on all of this ?

entered into a problematic relationship feed the hungry, to house the homeless, Indeed, the gaze of the “ secular

with the Lutheran Church . to visit the sick and the incarcerated, to world " has been on the Episcopal

Where is the controversy over these comfort the dying, to baptize babies, to Church in recent times. While the

issues ? I suggest that the bishops of the absolve the penitent, to teach the faith- “ glass -half -empty ” approach is that this

Episcopal Church address all these ful, to preach the gospel , and to love has not been one of the Episcopal

matters, with a particular focus on the one another. Church's " finest hours , " the " glass-brim

nature and consequences of sudden In 18 years in the ordained ministry, I full-and overflowing” approach is that

change in theology and discipline. have yet to ask anyone about his or her the Episcopal Church is the only main

( The Rev. ) Warren C. Platt sexual orientation , nor had my own line denomination to address (albeit

New York, N.Y. questioned. Who cares ? Life is too short kicking and screaming) the fundamen
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tal issue of sexuality and Christianity. Appointments

Counting the cost is not so easy, is it ?
The Rev. Keith Naylor Adams is rector of

There are gains and losses all around, Good Shepherd, 3355 W Beauregard St. , San

decisions to be made for each faithful Angelo, TX 76904.

follower of Christ. But let us be clear The Rev. Jerry Anderson is pastoral care

that the “ sheckels ” we count are not the
director at Good Samaritan Hospital, 1225

Wilshire Blvd. , Los Angeles, CA 90017-2395 .
same as those of the world.

The Rev. Margaret Sutton Austin is rector

Bruce J. Barber
of St. Stephen's, 1101 Slide Rd ., Lubbock, TX

Albuquerque, N.M. 79416.

Ordinations

The Rev. Canon Donald H. Langstraat,

SSC, historiographer and registrar of the

Diocese of Quincy, died June 21 , one day

before his 81st birthday.

A native of Peoria , IL, he was a graduate of

Ripon College and Nashotah House . Follow

ing ordination to the diaconate in 1959 and

the priesthood in 1960 , he served as curate at

Trinity Church, Rock Island, IL, rector of St.

John's, Kewanee, IL, 1961-65, and rector of

All Saints ' , Morton , IL, 1966-79. He retired in

1979.

79

The Rev. Canon Norman Van Hollen ,

retired priest of the Diocese of Dallas,

died April 10 in Taos, NM. He was 75.

Canon Hollen was born in Eldon , IA . A

graduate of Simpson College and the General

Theological Seminary, he also earned an MA

in English from the University of North

Texas. Most of his ordained ministry was

realized in the city of Fort Worth, TX, where

he served as curate at All Saints ' Church fol

lowing his ordination to the priesthood in

1952. He went to St. Anne's, Fort Worth, in

1954 and served as rector there from 1956 to

1988. During his tenure at St. Anne's, he once

served as archdeacon of the Diocese of Dal

las and later as dean of the Fort Worth East

Deanery, in addition to service on the dioce

san Board of Examining Chaplains and

numerous other diocesan commissions and

committees. In 1988 he became Canon for

Mission and Development for the Diocese of

Dallas and served in that capacity until his

retirement in 1993, at which time he was

named an honorary canon of the Cathedral

Church of St. Matthew , Dallas. He is survived

by his wife, Sylvia, and his stepson, Jay Scott

Jordan , both of Taos, NM.

Priests

Staying Loyal
Olympia Josephine Cameron Beecher,

The editorial, “ Reasons to Be Christy Larson Logan, James Frederick Neal.

Patient" ( TLC , Aug. 31 ) , states, “ We can

understand the feelings of persons Deacons

who feel abandoned by their church ”
Los Angeles - Robert Moon, Laura Queen,

and " The American Anglican Council John Taylor, Carol Wade, Julia Wakelee -Lynch .

(AAC ) has been a shining witness in Olympia - Patricia Baker, Earl L. Grout, Zula

upholding a traditional faith ... Jean Johnston, David Marshall, Katherine Sed

I hope you can “ understand the feel- wick, Rachel Taber-Hamilton, Tasha Brubaker,

Edith Weller.

ings " of those of us living in AAC -led

dioceses who feel abandoned by our Retirements

diocesan leadership — those of us who
The Rev. Noel Burtenshaw , as rector of St.

believe the Episcopal Church " has
Aidan's, Alpharetta, GA.

been a shining witness" to the all

embracing, radical love of our Lord and Deaths

Savior, Jesus Christ and who don't wish

to be a part of a “ reorganization of the
The Rev. Paul W. Bigger, retired priest

of the Diocese of Western Louisiana,
Episcopal Church ." We are loyal to a

died July 8 at his home in Fort Worth ,
church which traditionally has made

TX. He was 73.

room for many points of view , both
Born in Hutchinson, KS, Fr. Bigger gradu

social and theological, and has always ated from the University of Arizona and

been able to live within that tension, Berkeley Divinity School at Yale. In 1961 he

seeing that our unity is in Christ .
was ordained to the diaconate and the priest

Because we are not in agreement with
hood . He was curate of All Saints' Church ,

Fort Worth , 1961-63; vicar of Messiah, Fort

them, those AAC diocesan leaders have
Worth, 1962-63; vicar of St. Elisabeth's, Fort

acted to ignore anyone's views but Worth , 1963-69, and served as rector of

their own and have lumped us in with Memorial , Mansfield , LA, on two occasions -

those whom they consider to “have
from 1969 to 1975 , and from 1987 to 1994,

when he retired . In between those two terms,

already left the faith ” as an AAC leader
he worked for the State of Louisiana in Child

of my own Diocese of Pittsburgh stated
Support Services. In recent years he had

in the local newspaper. assisted at St. Matthias', Shreveport, LA . Fr.

If they want to " reorganize " the Bigger is survived by two daughters, Susan

Episcopal Church, they should seek to
Vann , of Fort Worth, and Sarah Bigger, of

do so from within , not by calling upon
Boise, ID, and a son, John , of San Antonio,

TX, and four grandchildren .

the help of third world outsiders who

obviously don't understand the dynam- M. Catherine Culver-James, church

ics of Episcopal Church polity.
organist and wife of the Rev. David L.

We have not left the faith . We
James, rector of St. Luke's, Somers, NY,

died June 26 after a long battle with
believe we are the mainstream and we

breast cancer. She was 58.

are the orthodox, and we call all to Mrs. Culver- James was born in Wilming

live out the promise made in our bap- ton , DE , and graduated from Oberlin Conser

tism – to “ strive for justice and peace vatory with a major in organ performance.

among all people, and respect the dig
From ages 13 to 22 , she had played church

services in nearly every Episcopal church in

nity of every human being. ”
Delaware. She is survived by her husband

Susan J. Boulden and three children , Jennifer, Craig and Abi

Oakmont, Pa . gail Culver.

The Rev. David F. Zimmerman, 84 ,

retired priest of the Diocese of Chicago ,

died June 23 in Fort Myers, FL, where he

had lived since he retired in 1980.

Born in Flint , MI , Fr. Zimmerman gradu

ated from Knox College and the Episcopal

Theological Seminary of Kentucky. He was

ordained deacon in 1959 and priest in 1960 in

the Diocese of Lexington. He was assistant at

Trinity Church , Highland Park, IL , 1960-62;

rector of St. Thomas', Morris, IL , 1962-70; and

priest-in - charge and later rector of St.

Matthias , Chicago, 1970-80. He was active in

prison ministry and was spiritual director of

Kairos . During his retirement he served as an

associate at St. Luke's, Fort Myers. Fr. Zim

merman is survived by his wife , Margaret

Jane; daughters Sandra Mosher, of Bonita

Springs, FL, and Sally Dorsey, of Tampa, FL;

four grandchildren, five great-grandchildren ,

and a sister, Janice Strawbridge, of Cape

Coral, FL .

Next week ...

A Call to Redirect Giving
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