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SUNDAY’S READINGS

Called to Be GCountercultural

‘But who do you say that I am?’ (Mark 8:29)

The 14th Sunday After Pentecost, Sept. 14, 2003 (Proper 19B)
Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 116 or 116:1-8; James 2:1-5, 8-10, 14-18; Mark 8:27-38 or

Mark 9:14-29

One of the characteristics of West-
ern civilization is a spirit of independ-
ence. We look upon independence as
one of the highest of virtues. In its
worst expression this takes the form
of the cult of the self, typified by self-
help books and looking out for me and
mine. The Bible has a different take on
things as shown in this Sunday’s read-
ings. The Bible teaches dependence
on God and interdependence on each
other.

No wonder there is a tendency in
our culture to domesticate Jesus and
the Bible so that the message comes
across more like a mirror image of
ourselves rather than a challenge that
transforms us and our culture. But
Jesus can never really be domesti-
cated. In spite of our efforts to do so,
he still speaks loudly and clearly:
“Those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it” (Mark 8:35).

Throughout the Bible we find varia-
tions of this theme of losing self. Isa-
iah writes about God giving us a
tongue not exclusively for our inde-
pendent benefit but for others. Our

Look It Up

tongue is to be used for sustaining the
weary with a word (Isaiah 50:4). Isaiah
goes on to say that God awakens our
ear so that we may listen. Listen to
what? Maybe we are to listen as God
listens. In Psalm 116, God inclines his
ear to us when we are needy. There is
the prototype for listening. God awak-
ens our ear so that we may listen
beyond our self-interest.

This same theme comes up again in
a different way in the Letter of James.
James argues against favoritism for
the rich. We may say that we are not
doing that. After all, we are egalitari-
ans. However, we need to ask our-
selves a question. Are we quick to
respond to the needs of family and
friends but slow to hear, see or touch
the needs of the poor who are
strangers to us?

In the gospel, Jesus asks who peo-
ple say he is. After playing around
with some answers he goes on to
speak of suffering, carrying a cross
and losing life, all a paradox for saving
life. In other words, he is saying that
this paradoxical person is who he is. If
we want to be his followers, this is
who we will be following.

We do not have to go far to do this research. Do research on ourselves. How
much in a given day do we act selflessly for others rather than exclusively for

ourselves? Do we find a balance?

Think About It

There is no easy way to balance the obligation we have concerning the needs of
family and other loved ones with the needs of strangers. But are we blind to

either?

Next Sunday

The 15th Sunday After Pentecost, Sept. 21, 2003 (Proper 20B)
Wisdom 1:16-2:1(6-11)12-22; Psalm 54; James 3:16-4:6; Mark 9:30-37
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'Messy Growt

By Marcia McRae

Messy. Joyous. Tedious. Open.
Moving. Solemn. Silent. Movement.
Dynamic. Many other adjectives
come to mind and sprinkle conversa-
tion about St. Mark’s Church in
Brunswick, Ga., a parish that adver-
tises itself locally as “an old church
with new ideas.”

Those ideas make for a messy
community — literally and figura-
tively. For example, at the popular
and growing 9:15 a.m. Sunday serv-
ice, visitors experience a lively com-
munity in family-oriented worship
with many children and their accom-
panying noise and movement among
an average crowd of 125 of all ages,
one-third of them children.

It's a service for which a drop cloth

may be required as happened when
this writer and her husband spent the
weekend as guests of the parish to
get a close look at what makes St.
Mark’s a dynamic and growing
church in this seaport’s inner city.
One factor that contributes to the
obvious love shared among parish-
ioners is the genuine mutual respect
active among them. This is apparent
in word and deed, whether sharing a
meal on a dock overlooking the
Atlantic Ocean, exchanging the
peace at the Eucharist, or socializing
in the parish hall while the children’s
class is in progress at the other end
of the room.

St. Mark’s members manifest an
attitude summed up by one parish-
ioner who commented on a non-tra-
ditional service. “It's not my cup of

Elizabeth Aylward tells
the children the story
of the potter and the clay.

St. Mark’s Church, Brunswick, Ga.,
18 especially friendly to families.

wine, but I'm glad they're coming.”

The liturgy at St. Mark’s is the
same one Episcopalians use through-
out the Diocese of Georgia. But it has
a distinctly different dynamic that
comes from its mix of clergy, laity
and the sense of love, duty and devo-
tion they hammer out for themselves
in an on-going process. The process
itself helps empower participants to
claim and share God’s love. It also
allows them to try and to regroup
when an effort fails.

That process, coupled with the
confidence they have in themselves
and their leaders, led to bringing the
non-traditional family service out
from the chapel where it was tucked
away and which it had outgrown. At
that Sunday service, attended by 135,

{Continued on next page)

CEDNTIAIDTD 14 MTANT . TIIF 133 11at/~ et in~11 0



Top: The Rev. Liam
Collins (rector,

St. Mark’s, Brunswick)
shows the bowl he
made as he preaches
on the same theme.

Left: Potter Debbie
Craig demonstrates
her craft.

Right: Music at the
family service is lively
and full of gestures.

Marcia McRae photos

(Continued from previous page)

local potter Debbie Craig worked at
her wheel in the chancel as Elizabeth
Aylward told the children’s story
about the potter and clay. That led
into the sermon the Rev. Liam Collins
preached, using as a visual aid the
clay bowl he had made during a past
attempt to be a potter.

On the more figurative level, St.
Mark’s is a messy community when it
comes to decision making. Since
becoming rector in 1998, Fr. Collins
has made a concerted effort to have
the congregation reach consensus
through open meetings and open dia-
logue.

“It is tedious and messy,” Fr.
Collins said, adding there can be ten-
sion in the dialogue, and the congre-
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gation knows that “to have your say
is not to have your way.”

But it works. Parishioners know
there are no secret agendas, meet-
ings nor groups. More than that, they
know their opinions matter. “This
develops a growing sense of owner-
ship in the church in a very positive
way,” Fr. Collins said.

“You don't hear ‘Nos’ in our church
but ‘Let’s talk’,” said Jack Aylward
who, with his wife, Elizabeth, was
instrumental in developing the family
service. In fact, that service, which
had been using printed service
sheets, changed when participants
talked to Fr. Collins about wanting a
more prayer book-oriented liturgy.
That kind of positive approach helps
air issues so that marginal items do
not become divisive, Fr. Collins said.

It helps parishioners feel respectfully
listened to, according to both FrT.

Collins and parishioners.

“Maybe their idea sparks the atten-
tion of the group and forges the way
for the next step for us in the
process,” Fr. Collins said, emphasiz-
ing it’s not about efficiency but about
decision making. “The lack of effi-
ciency does get on some people’s
nerves ... It's not always about effi-
ciency ... But I think in some ways it
is the most fruitful. There's a vitality
in it now that'’s pretty contagious, 1
think.”

That means agendas carry over
from one time to the next and meet-
ings wusually last one-and-a-half
hours, but they often include a meal.
This developed from the 1999 annual
parish, meeting that was full of
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energy and vitality. As it ended, par-
ticipants realized they could not shut
off that creative enthusiasm until the
next year’s meeting, and they could
not consign it to committee. So they
undertook to explore new vehicles to
access that dynamic dialogue,
Fr. Collins said. Parishioners
and assisting clergy alike credit
much of the church’s dynamic
character and growth to Fr.
Collins’ pastoral leadership and
to the organizational skills of Al
Talley.

Fr. Collins had served at St.
Mark’s for a number of years as
an assistant under his predeces-
sor before he was invited to become
rector. He agreed on condition that
Mr. Talley become parish administra-
tor. Mr. Talley has a strong organiza-
tional mindset and skills that meet
the growing needs of the parish, and
these allow Fr. Collins to focus on
pastoral issues, he said, echoing

comments from others in the congre-
gation attesting to Mr. Talley’s skills
that have proven invaluable to St.
Mark’s. Since 1998, average weekly
attendance has increased from 423 to
550, but attendance is just one of a

number of ways the congregation
assesses its effectiveness.

“Growth is not measured just by
numbers, but also by the quality of
what we do,” said Karen Fender, who
served as senior warden in 2002. And
the people of St. Mark's do much. For
example, they strive to build peace in

St. Mark's Church, Brunswick, Ga.

their city and cross-cultural aware-
ness, appreciation and communica-
tion in their neighborhood. These
efforts range from praying for the
embattled school board and offering
tutoring services to students who

request it to swapping ministers for
Sunday services and Christian educa-
tion with other denominations and
races. Q

Marcia McRae is editor of The Epis-
copal Church in Georgia, the news-
paper of the Didcese of Georgia.
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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Did You Know ...

The Rev. David E. Evans,

of Vernon, Wt., observed
the 60th anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood
on May 10. His brother,
the Rev. John H. Evans,

of Portsmouth, R.i.,
observed the 60th
anniversary of his
ordination to the

diaconate on July 9.

Quote of the Week

Russeli D. Moore, writing
for BP News, the dally
news servico of the
Southern Baptists,

on Generai Convention:
“The Episcopai hierarchy
faces a culture that is
just as entrenched

in the ideology

of the sexuai revoiution
as the Jim Crew South
was entrenched

in the ideoiogy

of white supremacy.”

An editorial concludes that “The prospect of
full communion with Roman Catholics is an
exciting possibility” [TLC, April 27]. As a lay
Episcopalian, I am underwhelmed by this
“exciting possibility.” While the dialogue con-
tinues between Anglicans and Roman
Catholics (the ARC consultations), on the
protestant side of town the courtship between
the Episcopal Church and the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) also pro-
ceeds warily. Roman Catholics, Episcopalians,
and Lutherans share a similar liturgy, but one
should not mistake form for substance. Martin
Luther had no doubt about
where he was coming from,
nor I suspect is the pope
uncertain about his own
position and, for that matter,
about Martin Luther’s.

I am not trained in theol-

ogy and realize that in of-
fering these thoughts 1
betray a vast ignorance.
Nevertheless, I have been
uneasy about the transfor-
mation of the Episcopal
Church as I have experi-
enced it during my lifetime,
and am concerned that Epis-
copalianism is suffering
from a serious identity crisis
as it seeks to be all things for
all people, embracing the
polarities of Roman Catholi-
cism and protestantism.

The deliberations of the
Episcopal-Lutheran discus-
sion participants suggest the
philosophers of Milton’s
Paradise Lost, who “found no end, in wan-
dring mazes lost.” These deliberations revolve
around the centrality of the historic episco-
pate for Episcopalians and the status of their
bishops, who in the Lutheran Church seem, to
my observation anyhow, to be more primi
inter pares, and who may return to parish
ministry after a term in office.

Yet at the center of the “wandring mazes” is
the Minotaur himself, Martin Luther, squaring
off against his mortal enemy. The Episcopal
Church I remember through my young adult
years was, | believe, officially identified as
“The Protestant Episcopal Church” until the
“protestant” label was later dropped as prac-
tices and doctrine closer to the Roman church
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Two Directions at One Time

were introduced. Therefore I have difficulty
understanding how the Episcopal Church can
march in two directions at once without
becoming hopelessly lost in the “wandring
mazes.” The Lutherans are not about to for-
swear their protestant heritage, nor is the
papacy about to welcome Martin Luther.

Catholicity is one thing; elimination of dis-
sent is another, and the authority of the pope
is absolute. But the pope is not alone in claim-
ing authority. The world is in agony from con-
flicting authoritarian world views, most visibly
in the Middle East, even if the triumph of au-

thority is asserted by “coali-
tion” forces only as an
intermediate stage toward
democracy. For the
moment, anyhow, dissent
from the claims of the victo-
rious authority is suspect, in
our homeland as well as in
occupied territories. During
the attack on Iraq, “Protest-
ers=Pro-Terrorist” was
painted on the windows of a
formidable megasized SUV
parked along a main street
of the college campus
where I work.

But protestantism is also
the work of protesters and
built on dissent. I would not
gloss over abuses and intol-
erance in the religious his-
tory of protestantism but
feel dissent is inherently
healthy and needed more
than ever in a world of
clashing authoritarian ide-

ologies.

Because I have been uneasy for years about
the apparent trend of Anglicanism toward
Roman Catholicism with its authoritarian bag-
gage, | was heartened by the dialogue with the
Lutherans. However, the stronger current
seems to be sweeping Anglicanism toward
Rome. I only hope that the Episcopal Church
does not drown in these dangerous waters
because it cannot decide toward which shore
to swim. Q

Our guest columnist is William G. Sayres,
part-time teacher of English at the Univer-
sity of Maine at Farmington. He is a member
of St. Andrew’s,Church,-Readfield, Maine.
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READER’S VIEWPOINT

The articles that appear on this page do not necessarly represent
the editonial opinion of The Living Church or its board of directors.

The Church According to Garp

By Whis Hays

During General Convention one of
my co-workers at Rock the World
Youth Mission Alliance delivered a
great reality check. When we heard that
the Rev. Canon Gene Robinson was
being investigated for “sexually inap-
propriate behavior” as part of his con-
sent hearing, Meredith said, “Wait ...
was the inappropriate behavior touch-
ing a man in public, divorcing his wife,
or having sex with another man?”

In The World According to Garp by
John Irving, a best-selling 1978 novel,
Garp’s entire life interweaves
Everyman normalcy with outra-
geous extremes of infidelity, vio-
lence, lust, blasphemy, and lives
turned upside down and inside out
by sex and violence. Garp is con-
ceived when his mother effectively
rapes his semi-comatose father
while serving as his nurse. She
later establishes a feminist resort
which becomes a haven for a
group of women who willingly cut
out their own tongues to protest
the mutilation-rape of an 11-year-
old girl. One major character is
Ruberta Muldoon, a transsexual
ex-football player. Violence also
punctuates the story line: Assassi-
nation attempts are common fare,
planes crash into houses, a man
bites off a dog's ear (and that’s not all
that gets bitten off in the story). Absur-
dities and depredations pile up in a
world which otherwise seems very nor-
mal. The effect is a sitcom gone com-
pletely berserk.

The actions of General Convention
remind me far more of Irving’s novel
than [ would have dared imagine a few
years ago. What else can you say when
the convention strains at the gnat of a
single incident of an allegedly inappro-
priate touch while swallowing whole
the camels of divorce and flaunted
homosexual liaison? This is a church
gone berserk, where perspective is
abandoned for the sake of political
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agenda. The guardians of a venerable
Christian institution have affirmed
behaviors that the scriptures, their own
tradition and nearly all cultures view as
immoral - and they have affirmed these
behaviors in the name of divine justice?
That’s only the beginning. More
absurdities and depredations to follow.
In the strangest of all turns, the lib-
eral part of the church turned a deaf ear
to the pleas of brothers and sisters from
the global South to refrain from enact-
ing the renegade sexual agenda pre-
sented for approval at convention. This
deafness is especially tragic in light of

the deadly consequences these deci-
sions hold for untold thousands of poor
in the least economically developed
parts of the world.

I have been told by bishops from
below the equator that funds to their
dioceses were cut back severely or cut
off entirely in 1999 — because their
stance in favor of sexual morality at
Lambeth in 1998 offended the liberal
establishment in the Episcopal Church.
These dioceses were no longer able to
fund significant humanitarian and
health programs. Lives of impoverished
people of color have already been sacri-
ficed on the altar of America’s liberal
sexual agenda. This problem will only

get worse as liberal decision-makers
punitively withhold even more funds in
the wake of ECUSA’s schismatic depar-
ture from the Anglican Communion. “In
the name of divine justice, I will trade
your lives for my sexual gratification
and enlightenment.”

This is the Church According to
Garp.

The blood-for-sex tradeoff may just
be getting started. In places like Africa
and Southeast Asia, where the Anglican
Church borders militant Islam, active
violence against Anglicans may well
erupt or already may have erupted the

day after Canon Robinson was
approved. This blood will not only
be on the hands of those who
decide where to disperse the
church’s funds. Their blood will be
on the hands of all who voted for
the consent, and those who delib-
erately voted to elect bishops and
deputies who would vote this way,
for whom “justice delayed is jus-
tice denied.” Whose justice? At
whose expense? In the absurd
Church According to Garp, what
difference does it make?

Is this scenario unlikely? Could
those bishops who face radical
Islam on their doorsteps and in
their streets be mistaken or bluff-
ing or lying about the threat to
their lives and the lives of their

flocks? Who would dare to make such a
charge? Only those who believe that
uppercrust Americans really do know
better than the black and brown bish-
ops who live under this threat. So we
have now mutated into a church where
the liberals have become the racists and
cultural imperialists. This church still
retains the trappings of normalcy, but it
has gone completely berserk.

Perhaps you remember the charges
brought against Bishop Walter Righter
in 1995, charges of having violated the
doctrine of the church by ordaining an
openly practicing homosexual priest.
The trial never happened. The charges
were dismissed after a hearing by a

—




panel of bishops on the grounds that
the Episcopal Church really has no doc-
trine (unless it might be found in C. H.
Dodd’s 1936 book on apostolic preach-
ing). I think the easiest road to take
now would be to admit whatever doc-
trine remains in the Episcopal Church
is really Gnostic doctrine. “Do whatever
you like with your body sexually.
Defend your right to do so by sacrific-
ing the blood of poor people of minority
extraction. After all, these are merely
physical, material realities — we are con-
cemed with eternal, spiritual matters
like love.” This is Gnosticism with a
vengeance. If we aren't saying it out-
right, that may be more due to our love
of understatement than because we still
really believe and obey the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Very fitting for the Church
According to Garp.

Please let me say I have no interest
whatsoever in levying a personal attack
on Bishop Coadjutor-elect Gene Robin-
son. I have never met the man, and
those who have met him are favorably
impressed in many ways. But in certain
situations an individual becomes an
icon for a cause or a movement. In this
case, Canon Robinson voluntarily
became the international symbol for a
gay rights movement that now deliber-
ately plunges the entire Anglican Com-
munion into the maelstrom of schism.
He is an actual person whom few of us
know, but under the circumstances he
has become a personage known to us
all. It is Canon Robinson’s personage
that symbolizes our final smash
through the looking glass into another
dimension, an upside-down ecclesiasti-
cal world where the insiders are Out:
the Church According to Garp. Whether
we mourn our infidelity or celebrate the
victory of our surrealistic justice, this is
the church that has come upon us at
last. Canon Robinson has become our
new icon of hope and progress and jus-
tice. I hope we enjoy the view.

So here’s to you, Canon Robinson.

Q

The Rev. Whis Hays is the founder and
executive director of Rock the World
Youth Mission Alliance in Ambridge,
Pa. He also teaches youth ministry at
Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry.
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So far, I have failed to recognize the General Convention I attended in
Minneapolis in the reporting of THE LiVING CHURCH. It would seem the van-
tage from Hall D (exhibits) was different from my own in Hall C (House of
Deputies) [TLC, Aug. 24]. Where have been mention of the myriad
moments of grace 1 experi-
enced? Let me name a few:
Cynthia Black’s stunning
audio-visual presentations
during midday prayers;
Chaplain Brian Prior’s

had thought likewise
uncanny ability to center the and decnned
house in silence and to sum .
up deputies’ hopes in to redeem humanklnd’
prayer; and the unfailing N
courtesy, fairness and good because the price

was too high?

What if God

humor of president George
Werner, vice president Vince
Currie, and secretary Rose-
mari Sullivan in guiding the
house through debate on difficult issues. My favorite moment was when
Nigel Renton’s resolution of courtesy and appreciation for the signers for
the deaf was acclaimed by the house, whose members signed applause.
No one clapped. Remarkable!

An editorial noted that Gene Robinson may turn out to be a good
bishop, but his election came at too high a price [TLC, Aug. 24]. This, from
a Christian publication? What if God had thought likewise and declined to
redeem humankind, because the price was too high?

Lastly, let me respond to this week’s editorial dirge. Former Bishop
Jones of Montana was presented, because a complainant filed a charge
that he had abused a pastoral relationship. How is that similar to Bishop
Coadjutor-elect Robinson’s situation?

(The Rev.) Gregory S. Straub
Chestertown, Md.

As I have poured over editorials of newspapers across the country,
referring to our recent General Convention, I have been impressed with
how many have been positive. Several writers have taken note of the rich
spiritual climate which existed in discussions, debates, and preparation
of the way for voting. Especially noted was the strong spirituality experi-
enced in the House of Bishops.

After such saturation of prayer and calling upon the Holy Spirit for
guidance, at the convention, and throughout the church, I do not see how
we can continue to make the claim that the action taken to confirm the
election of Canon Robinson was not in accordance with the will of our
loving God. We need to be more open to that possibility.

In 1976, at the convention in Minneapolis, I served as a deputy when
approval was given for the ordination of women. I remember the gloom
which hung over much of the place, with statements that we had aban-
doned the historic faith of the church, and threats of leaving our commu-
nity of faith. Actually, I had the same question then as I do now. Today, I
no longer question what was God's will in the 1976 convention. It seems
rather obvious now that God gave us a complementary ministry which

(Continued on next page)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(Continued from previous page)

has greatly enriched the church.

So many good things have come
from this recent convention — min-
istry to youth and young adults, to the
lives of brothers and sisters from
other cultures, evangelism, mission
and outreach. Now is the opportunity
for all of us to get on with the power-
ful mission of Jesus Christ.

(The Very Rev.) Robert Bizzaro
South Bend, Ind.

I was not raised in the Episcopal
Church, and, therefore I am amazed by
the church’s obsession with homosexu-
ality and the failure to place this issue
in any broader context. Those who
have reservations about the consent of
the Rev. Canon Gene Robinson as the
Bishop Coadjutor of New Hampshire
conveniently overlook the massive
changes in the Episcopal Church over
the last several decades in the areas of
sexuality and gender.

Both the late Bishop Paul Moore of
New York and the Rev. Peter Toon of
the Prayer Book Society have argued
cogently that, once the Episcopal
Church broke dramatically with tradi-
tion and church teaching and discipline
on the issue of divorce and remarriage,
it thereby allowed the way for the
acceptance of homosexual relation-
ships. Until a few decades ago, an Epis-
copalian who remarried after a divorce
was liable to excommunication, and, of
course, such people were rejected for
the ordained ministry. What was once a
sin has now become acceptable.

Dramatic changes have been visible
in other areas as well. We now ordain
women; while this practice may have
many benefits, it has little support in
scripture or tradition, and is still unac-
ceptable in some parts of the Anglican
Communion. In addition, we have
entered into a problematic relationship
with the Lutheran Church.

Where is the controversy over these
issues? [ suggest that the bishops of the
Episcopal Church address all these
matters, with a particular focus on the
nature and consequences of sudden
change in theology and discipline.

(The Rev.) Warren C. Platt
New York, N.Y.
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No Need to Despair

General Convention has clearly jet-
tisoned the rock of catholic faith for
the shifting sands of secular human-
ism. But what else is new? I gave up
on the national church about 27 years
ago as hopelessly liberal and self-
absorbed, having no need for a Savior
who died on a cross. The faith has
always been in the parishes rather
than among the Yuppie elite who are
elected year after year to supposedly
represent us at General Convention.

Traditionalists certainly have no
need to despair. There are now with-
out question two Episcopal Churches
in the United States. Dioceses them-
selves are divided and jurisdictional
boundaries will become meaningless.
The argument of the lit
that their authority
must be recognized
will weaken as they
themselves refuse any
obedience to the Lam-
beth Conference or the
moral authority of the
primates. It is time for
Christians in the Epis-
copal Church to distin-
guish themselves by
refusing to be in communion with
those who reject the primacy of scrip-
ture. One at a time, and with God’s
help, we will take back our church.

Charles C. Wicks
Elkhart, Ind.

Where We Go

A question on a cover asks “Where
Do We Go from Here?” [TLC, Aug. 31].
Fair question, but the answer should be
obvious. We go out to do the work we
have been given to do in being the
hands and feet of the risen Christ here
on earth, now, in this mortal life — to
feed the hungry, to house the homeless,
to visit the sick and the incarcerated, to
comfort the dying, to baptize babies, to
absolve the penitent, to teach the faith-
ful, to preach the gospel, and to love
one another.

In 18 years in the ordained ministry, I
have yet to ask anyone about his or her
sexual orientation, nor had my own
questioned. Who cares? Life is too short

and the work at hand too important to
focus on such nonsense.

In the article “Reactions at Home and
Abroad,” in the same issue, there are 15
quotes presented, of which only three,
or 20 percent, are at all favorable
toward the election of Gene Robinson.
This is unbiased or diverse, in keeping
with the magazine's objective printed
on page 3?

(The Rev.) James B. Craven I1I
St. Luke's Church
Durham, N.C.

What About Souls?

The editorial, “Church in Further Tur-
moil” [TLC, Aug. 24], boldly asserts that
“The disarray caused by Canon Robin-

Anantan Alaablae n bnn laccwn A caeltnn &

pay.” This begs the question, “What
exactly are you counting?”

Impaired communion within the
Communion, loss of some members,
ecumenical relationships stressed,
“change” of teaching ... all part of “a
price.” What about souls — marginal-
ized because of sexuality, estranged
because of color, shunned because of
gender? Why is it that from the earliest
times of Christianity, the greatest points
of strife revolve around the inclusivity
of the Christian community — Gentiles,
women, non-anglos, gays, lesbians, and
on and on? Can one even put a “price”
on all of this?

Indeed, the gaze of the “secular
world” has been on the Episcopal
Church in recent times. While the
“glass-half-empty” approach is that this
has not been one of the Episcopal
Church’s “finest hours,” the “glass-brim-
full-and overflowing” approach is that
the Episcopal Church is the only main-
line denomination to address (albeit
kicking and screaming) the fundamen-
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