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NEWS

FIFNA Reasserts Gase for Choosing Its Bishops

Against the wishes of the Bishop of
Pennsylvania, a traditionalist group of
Episcopalians and bishops celebrated
Eucharist at Church of the Good Shep-
herd in the Philadelphia suburb of
Rosemont. Forward in Faith North
America also sought to link the possi-
ble confirmation of the Rev. Canon V.
Gene Robinson as Bishop of New
Hampshire with its long-standing, unful-
filled desire to choose its own bishops.

A resolution adopted during the
business portion of FIFNA's annual
assembly, June 27-29, briefly records
repeated failure by the institutional
Episcopal Church to carry through on
promises made to others in the Angli-
can Communion that it would provide
a continuing place for traditionalists.
These grievances include no action fol-
lowing the announcement last summer
that the FIFNA assembly had nomi-
nated the Rev. David Moyer and the
Rev. Robert Iigenfritz to be non-geo-
graphical bishops. The resolution con-
cludes that General Convention

confirmation of a sexually active
homosexual as a bishop would “signal
the total departure of ECUSA from the
traditions and standards of Anglican-
ism and of the ‘Universal Church.’

“Without immediate and decisive
action by orthodox bishops in ECUSA
and/or Primates of the Communion,
Forward in Faith will be left with no
choice but to secure the immediate
consecration of these men [Frs. Moyer
and Ilgenfritz] to give that sound teach-
ing, sacramental assurance, and pas-
toral care which is the birthright of
those Anglicans who will otherwise be
abandoned.”

The circumstances surrounding the
meeting location seemed also to reflect
the muddled nature of authority in the
communion of late. In addition to being
president of FIFNA, Fr. Moyer is also
listed as the rector of Good Shepherd,
but he preaches from the pulpit and
celebrates at the altar in defiance of an
order of deposition issued last summer
by the Rt. Rev. Charles E. Bennison, Jr.

Abandoned No More

Baby left to die gets final resting place
at St. James’ Church, Mount Vernon, Va.

Vernon James Doe was healthy and
about four days old when someone left
him to die near the sixth hole of a Vir-
ginia golf course. It would be another
three days before groundskeepers at
Mount Vernon Country Club would
discover the body on June 8 inside a
plastic garbage bag during a walking
inspection of the greens after recent
heavy rains.

When news of the story was pub-
lished by The Washington Post, it
resulted in massive publicity and an
intensive investigation, but even after
an autopsy police still have no clue as
to the identity of the parents, a cause
of death or an explanation how the
remains wound up on a golf course.
Meanwhile an anonymous baby lay
unclaimed in the city morgue until

Marge Smith, a volunteer at St. James’,
Mount Vernon, thought to offer the
services of her church.

“We weren't going to let it happen,
that the child be thrown away again,”
said the Rev. Huey J. Sevier, rector. “We
wanted to make sure that this life was
recalled as a precious child of God.”

The baby was named for the place
he was found and the church where he
was buried by Chester L. Toney, the
homicide detective who found him
and who took up a collection to help
pay burial expenses.

“We deal with a lot of death all the
time,” Detective Toney told the Post.
“But it's always harder with kids.
Here's a nice, apparently healthy
infant, fully developed that wasn’t
given a chance.”

The deposition, or expulsion from
the ordained priesthood, was not
widely recognized in other parts of the
communion. Among those who sup-
ported Fr. Moyer were both the past
and current Archbishops of Canter-
bury. A letter from
the Most Rev. Rowan
Williams, sending his
“warmest greetings

< and the promise of
b - 4% [his] prayers,” was
“ ﬁm | delivered to the
Bishop Broadhurst assembly by the Rt.

Rev. John Broad-
hurst, Bishop of Fulham in the Church
of England and chairman of Forward in
Faith International.

Bishop Broadhurst said he and other
bishops had been told by Bishop Ben-
nison not to preach or celebrate within
his diocese, but that they had refused
to accept the episcopal order as origi-
nating from a legitimate apostolic
teacher.

“l am perplexed that somebody
would allow his or her personal animos-
ity and anger at a priest who is defying
them to damage relationships with the
Archbishop of Canterbury and many
other bishops,” Bishop Broadhurst said
when asked if he feared adverse conse-
quences over the actions of himself and
others during the weekend.

At press time on July 1, neither
Bishop Bennison nor the Diocese of
Pennsylvania had returned messages
seeking comment by THE LIVING CHURCH.

BRIEFLY...

Chris Smith, general manager of
Hoare's Bank, will become chief of
staff of Lambeth Palace in late Sep-
tember, the Most Rev. Rowan Williams,
Archbishop of Canterbury, announced
recently. The concept of having a
layperson to assume administrative
responsibilities has been proposed on
a number of occasions and is expected
to free the archbishop to concentrate
on spiritual leadership throughout the
Anglican Communion.
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