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WHERE
ARE ALL
THE
PEOPLE
GOING?

In celebration of our 125th year

of publication, we’re offering
Minneapolis General Convention
attendees an unheard-of subscription
price for The Living Church.

It’s so top-secret, though, no one

on our staff will spill the beans!
And the only time and place

that you will get this special offer
is at Booth #95 during General
Convention. ALL non-subscribers
and current subscribers are eligible.
Just sign up at convention (July 29-
August 7, 2003.)
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LIVING
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FOUNDATION

GENERAL CONVENTION 2003

If you’re not attending convention and
would still like to subscribe for the regular
subscription price of 39.50 for one year,

call TOLL-FREE at
1-877-822_-8228
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BOOKS

Aging, Spirituality,

A Handbook Volume 2

Edited by Melvin A. Kimble and Susan H.
McFadden. Fortress Press. Pp. 479. $ 35. ISBN
0-8006-3273-7.

Aging.
Spirituality,

Given the rapidly grow-
and ing population of senior

Religion citizens, one would think

this lengthy book by 38

Q@88 | experts on aging would be

of interest to many
beyond its target audi-

o emee ence of scholars, geron-

bologlsts and clergy of various faiths.
And it does contain some interesting
nuggets of information and advice.

One author notes, for example, that
in contrast to our culture, traditional
African cultures valued longevity;
everyone wanted to be the oldest per-
son in the village. Another author, dis-
cussing the problem of senior
alcoholics, notes that “Alcoholism and
other addictions are often deeply hid-
den in the elderly population.” Even
loved ones who are aware of elders’
addiction may be indifferent to their
affliction, reasoning that these addicts
have so little time left to live that they
might as well stay as they are.

The implication of the latter attitude
is because elders [as they are usually
called, in preference to “old people”]
have reached the end of the line, they
have nothing to live for. In response,
this handbook suggests various exer-
cises to give the elderly a sense of pur-
pose such as meditation, prayer for
others, social action, and leaving an
“ethical will” of advice for future gener-
ations. One popular idea in gerontologi-
cal circles these days seems to be
“life-review:” seniors are encouraged to
write their spiritual autobiographies, in
order to discover patterns where God
has worked in the course of their lives.

The authors admit, though, that most
churches are more interested in youth.
John T. McFadden, in an amusing fic-
tional account of two pastors having a
drink at the Preachers’ Bar and Grill,
complains that the churches today are
so keen to recruit young families that
they ignore the numerous elders in the
pews. “Maybe it's time we lined up the

55-year-olds and told them they are the
future of the church!”

In general, there was little in the
book that would actually give elders
hope; immortality, for example, is
hardly mentioned. However much you
might enjoy remembering old times,
even if that process would help you
understand who you are now, you still
at some point need to look to the future
with hope.

I found the problems raised in this
book very disturbing. [ was amazed that
the sum total of advice from these
experts was so meager compared with
the vast number of problems to which
the elderly are prone. The appropriate
response of our churches, though, is
not to criticize the shortcomings of
gerontology but to pay more attention
to the seniors in our pews.

(The Rev.) Douglas Ousley
New York, N.Y.

Reconciliation

Restoring Justice
By John E. de Gruchy. Fortress Press.
Pp. 255. $19 paper. ISBN 0-8006-3600-7.

This is an exciting, gripping book by
the Robert Selby Taylor Professor of
Christian Studies at the University of
Cape Town, South Africa. In our con-
temporary world fraught with deepest
conflicts, almost all of which are, at
base, between the members of the
descendants of the house of Abraham,
there could hardly be a book more
timely. As Prof. de Gruchy states on
the first page, “reconciliation is a
theme that demands constant consid-
eration in ways that relate to the con-
text in which we live ... the world in
all its agony and hope.”

The heart of Prof. de Gruchy's argu-
ment is “that reconciliation is about
the restoration of justice, whether that
has to do with our justification by
God, the renewal of interpersonal
relations, or the transformation of
society.”

Using the history of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of
South Africa headed by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu as a case study, the
book is divided into three parts: The
first part deals with the language of
reconciliation, especially the relation-

ship between theological and political
speech. The second examines the his-
tory of the Christian Church as an
instrument to enable and embody rec-
onciliation in the world and with the
relationship among Christianity,
Judaism and Islam. In the final sec-
tion, the process of reconciliation and
the goal of restoring justice within a
new covenantal relationship is
explored. The author traces the devel-
opment of the doctrine of the atone-
ment beginning with Paul through the
medieval theologians to the 19th-cen-
tury philosophers and culminating in
thorough examination of the writings
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. This section of
the book alone is worth the study.

As he traces the concept of recon-
ciliation, we see that always it is God
who moves first toward us, the sinned-
against to the sinner, to initiate and
empower reconciliation, coming
finally in Christ, the victim to the per-
petrators.

The book ends on a note of hope, in
a quotation from the poet Vasi
Mahlasela:

“I don’t know much, but I do know

that out of fear comes hope...

This hope is the obsession of life”

(The Rev.) George Ross
Pacifica, Calif.

Shrine of Our Lady of
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