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Southern Exposure

The Convent of St. Helena in Augusta, Ga.
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WHERE

ARE ALL

THE

PEOPLE

GOING?

In celebration of our 125th year

of publication, we're offering

Minneapolis General Convention

attendees an unheard - of subscription

price for The Living Church .

It's so top -secret, though, no one

on our staff will spill the beans!

And the only time and place

that you will get this special offer

is at Booth #95 during General

Convention . ALL non -subscribers

and current subscribers are eligible.

Just sign up at convention (July 29

August 7, 2003.)>
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LIVING

CHURCH

FOUNDATION
GENERAL CONVENTION 2003

If you're not attending convention and

would still like to subscribe for the regular

subscription price of 39.50 for one year,

call TOLL - FREE at The Mas

1-877-822-8228 . Minna
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SUNDAY'S READINGSSelid Oak

CHOIR

CHAIR

True Satisfaction

'It is a question of a fair balance' ( 2 Cor. 8:13 )

The Third Sunday After Pentecost, June 29, 2003 (Proper 8B)

Deut . 15 : 7-11 ; Psalm 112 ; 2 Cor. 8 : 1-9 , 13-15; Mark 5 :22-24 ; 35b-43

with FIBRE RUSH SEAT

Since 1877

R.Geissler Inc.

P.O. Box 432

Old Greenwich , CT 06870

Phone : (203 ) 637-5115

If one wishes truly to learn about ers to imitate. Almost certainly, those in

Christian financial stewardship, one Corinth could afford to give impres

can hardly do better than consider the sively more than their Macedonian fel

standard set by the Macedonian Chris- lows, denarius for denarius, but this is

tians in the first generation of the not the point.

church. Paul uses them as a shining, For Christians, it never is. Paul

even faultless , example for the Chris- exhorts the Corinthians to imitate the

tians in Corinth . Many American Chris- Macedonian believers, not because

tians in this era have much in common they gave lots of money, but because of

with the Corinthian Christians: afflu- the latter's “ joy under affliction " ( verse

ence, sophistication, good education, 2); volunteering (verse 3) to give gener

confidence. These attributes are by no ously without Paul's exhortation ; giving

means inherently inconsistent with “ according to their means, and even

Christian profession, though smugness beyond” (verse 3) ; and “ genuineness of

and even arrogance are not far from love ” (verse 8). Perhaps most impor

them .By contrast, the Macedonians, in tantly of all, the Macedonians, before

the words of scripture, had experienced they gave of their substance, "gave

"a severe ordeal of affliction ” and were themselves first to the Lord " and then,

noted for “ extreme poverty." Many of “ by the will of God , to ” Paul and his

them were laborers. companions ( verse 5).

By worldly measure, most Corinthi- In short, the Macedonians were

ans would look down upon the Mace- deeply dedicated to Jesus and the con

donians. Yet, in the matter of Christian verted life. From this comes not only

financial giving, it is the latter whom true Christian financial giving, but true

Paul holds up for the Corinthian believ- Christian joy.

DEDICATED TO STAINED

GLASS EXCELLENCE

FOR MORE THAN A

CENTURY ROHLF'S

AND THE PAYNE

STUDIO HAVE BEEN

CONSERVING AND

CREATING STAINED Look It Up

In 2 Corinthians 8:2 , find out what it was that led to the Macedonian Christians'

"wealth of generosity."

GLASS WINDOWS
SaatGrore

WORLDWIDE.

Think About It

In the Old Testament lesson , regarding giving to the needy, Moses says, “I com

mand you . ” On the same topic, in the epistle, Paul says, “I do not say this as a

command.” Reflect on the difference.

12121

GROHLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION & LITERATURE

PLEASE WRITE, FAX, PHONE OR E -MAIL TO :

Rohlf's Studio Inc.

783 South. 3rd. Ave.

Mount Vernon , NY 10550

800-969-4106
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Next Sunday

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost, July 6, 2003 (Proper 9B)

Ezek . 2 : 1-7 ; Psalm 123 ; 2 Cor. 12 : 2-10 ; Mark 6: 1-6Traditional • Contemporary • Restorations
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BOOKS

........

1

Aging, Spirituality, 55- year -olds and told them they are the ship between theological and political

future of the church !" speech. The second examines the his

and Religion In general, there was little in the tory of the Christian Church as an

A Handbook Volume 2 book that would actually give elders instrument to enable and embody rec

Edited by Melvin A. Kimble and Susan H. hope; immortality, for example, is onciliation in the world and with the

McFadden. Fortress Press. Pp. 479. $ 35. ISBN
hardly mentioned . However much you relationship

0-8006-3273-7 .

Christianity,among

might enjoy remembering old times, Judaism and Islam . In the final sec

Aging, Given the rapidly grow even if that process would help you tion , the process of reconciliation and

Spirituality, understand who you are now , you still the goal of restoring justice within a
and

ing population of senior
newat some point need to look to the future covenantal relationship is

citizens, one would thinkReligion
with hope. explored. The author traces the devel

this lengthy book by 38

I found the problems raised in this opment of the doctrine of the atone
experts on aging would be

book very disturbing. I was amazed that ment beginning with Paul through the
of interest to many

the sum total of advice from these medieval theologians to the 19th -cen
beyond its target audi

ence of scholars, geron
experts was so meager compared with tury philosophers and culminating in

the vast number of problems to which thorough examination of the writings
tologists and clergy of various faiths.

And it does contain some interesting the elderly are prone. The appropriate of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. This section of

response of our churches, though, is the book alone is worth the study.

nuggets of information and advice.

not to criticize the shortcomings of As he traces the concept of recon
One author notes, for example, that

in contrast to our culture, traditional
gerontology but to pay more attention ciliation , we see that always it is God

to the seniors in our pews.

African cultures valued longevity;
who moves first toward us, the sinned

( The Rev.) Douglas Ousley against to the sinner, to initiate and
everyone wanted to be the oldest per

New York, N.Y.
son in the village. Another author, dis

empower reconciliation, coming

cussing the problem of senior
finally in Christ, the victim to the per

alcoholics, notes that “ Alcoholism and
Reconciliation petrators.

The book ends on a note of hope, in

other addictions are often deeply hid- Restoring Justice

den in the elderly population .” Even
By John E. de Gruchy. Fortress Press.

a quotation from the poet Vasi

Pp. 255. $19 paper. ISBN 0-8006-3600-7. Mahlasela :

loved ones who are aware of elders'

"I don't know much, but I do know
addiction may be indifferent to their This is an exciting, gripping book by

that out of fear comes hope...
affliction, reasoning that these addicts the Robert Selby Taylor Professor of

This hope is the obsession of life "
have so little time left to live that they Christian Studies at the University of

might as well stay as they are. Cape Town, South Africa. In our con
( The Rev. ) George Ross

Pacifica, Calif.
The implication of the latter attitude temporary world fraught with deepest

is because elders (as they are usually conflicts, almost all of which are , at

called, in preference to “old people ") base, between the members of the

have reached the end of the line, they descendants of the house of Abraham , Shrine of Our Lady of

have nothing to live for. In response, there could hardly be a book more Clemency

this handbook suggests various exer- timely. As Prof. de Gruchy states on Continuous Novena

cises to give the elderly a sense of pur- the first page , “ reconciliation is a
Write for Information

S. Clement's Church

pose such as meditation, prayer for theme that demands constant consid
2013 Appletree Street, Phila . , Pa . 19103

others, social action, and leaving an eration in ways that relate to the con

“ ethical will” of advice for future gener- text in which we live ... the world in

ations. One popular idea in gerontologi- all its agony and hope . ' Lawrence K. Mikkelsen

cal circles these days seems to be The heart of Prof. de Gruchy's argu- Preaching Contest

" life-review :" seniors are encouraged to ment is " that reconciliation is about

write their spiritual autobiographies, in the restoration ofjustice, whether that
Cash prize for a sermon on the theme of

The Gospel and Social Justice or The
order to discover patterns where God has to do with our justification by

Gospel and Human Dignity
has worked in the course of their lives. God , the renewal of interpersonal

The authors admit, though, that most relations, or the transformation of
Postmark Deadline: 8/31/03

churches are more interested in youth. society.”

John T. McFadden , in an amusing fic- Using the history of the Truth and
Write for application :

tional account of two pastors having a Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of

The Lawrence K. Mikkelsen Trust

drink at the Preachers' Bar and Grill, South Africa headed by Archbishop

complains that the churches today are Desmond Tutu as a case study, the
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church

216 Oakland Avenue
so keen to recruit young families that book is divided into three parts: The

Capitola , California 95010
they ignore the numerous elders in the first part deals with the language of

E-Mail : jnmort@sbcglobal.net
pews. “Maybe it's time we lined up the reconciliation , especially the relation
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NEWS

New Hampshire Election Draws Worldwide Attention

Ballot 1 2

Reaction has ranged from elation to finalists: the Very Rev. Ruth Lawson process is expected to be contentious

despair over news that the Rev. Canon Kirk, rector of St. Peter's, Glenside, and may further weaken the Episcopal

V. Gene Robinson was elected Bishop Pa.; the Rev. Canon Pamela Jane Mott, Church and the Anglican Communion,

Coadjutor of New Hampshire at St. canon pastor at Trin both of which are deeply divided over

Paul's Church in Concord on June 7. ity Cathedral in Port homosexuality. Two weeks ago , the

The election is believed to be unprece- land, Ore.; and the primates of the Communion unani

dented within the worldwide Anglican Very Rev. Robert L. mously refused to permit individual

Communion in that it is the first time a Tate, rector of St. provinces, of which the Episcopal

homosexual person in a committed Martin -in -the -Fields, Church is one of 38, to ignore the

relationship has been elected to the Chestnut Hill , Pa. A existing position, which is that all sex

episcopate.
fourth candidate, the

Canon Robinson
outside monogamous, heterosexual

Bishop-elect Robinson has served Rev. Joe G. Burnett, marriage is sinful.

as canon to the ordinary of the dio- withdrew after being elected Bishop “ I hope that my being a good bishop

cese since 1988. It took two ballots for of Nebraska (TLC , June 1 ) . After and not being a gay bishop will do

him to be elected over three other results of the second ballot were more for gay and lesbian people in the

announced, The Concord Monitor church than anything else I could do, "

reported that St. Paul's erupted in Bishop -elect Robinson told the Moni

Mistaken Identity thunderous applause, whistling, foot tor. “ I believe I was elected today

stomping and a sustained standing because people will believe I'll be a
A Jacksonville, Fla ., television

ovation that continued while the good bishop, and that's what I'm going

station was forced to issue a cor bishop - elect processed up the center to try to be . ”

rection in mid broadcast on June aisle to meet and embrace his long

8 after it mistakenly identified time partner, Mark Andrew .

the Rt. Rev. Stephen Jecko, who
NEW

Reaction to the news was not unan

is Bishop of Florida, as the “non imously joyful, however. Some in the HAMPSHIRE
celibate gay man " recently church sat in quiet disapproval or

elected Bishop Coadjutor of
exited the building quickly and at least

New Hampshire. four diocesan bishops said they will C = Clergy ; L = Laity CL CL

Earlier in the day the televi- not consent to the election . Before he
Needed to Elect

sion station called Bishop Jecko can be consecrated , Canon Robinson

for comment about the election. must be confirmed by a simple major

During the 11 p.m. newscast the ity from the House of Deputies and

station ran videotape from the
Robinson

diocesan bishops at General Conven
Tate

New Hampshire election, show- tion , July 30 -Aug. 8. His confirmation

ing the Rev. Canon V. Gene

Robinson happily addressing his

constituency with Bishop Province 4: No Change to Teaching on Homosexuality
Jecko's name at the bottom of

the screen . If bishops and deputies in Province 4 resolution appears closely worded on a

Both Bishop Jecko and many have their way, there will be no legisla- similar recommendation contained in

others in positions of leadership tion to liberalize church teaching on “ The Gift of Sexuality ,” a theology

in the Diocese of Florida have in homosexuality at General Convention paper presented last spring at the

the past vigorously upheld tradi- which begins in Minneapolis July 30 . House of Bishops' retreat. That report

tional church teaching, which is In a surprise move, the bishops serv- was received , but not endorsed when

that sexual intercourse is appro- ing 20 dioceses in the Southeast met the house met at Kanuga in March.

priate for Christians only within before the opening of the provincial The Province 4 bishops unanimously

life -long, monogamous, hetero- synod at the Kanuga Camp and Confer- endorsed their resolution and offered it

sexual marriage. At least several ence Center near Hendersonville, N.C. , to the plenary session on the condition

viewers called the station imme- and drafted a resolution which stated that it could not be changed or

diately and the news anchor that the Episcopal Church had not amended. After a lively debate, the

apologized before the conclu- achieved consensus and that attempt- clerical and lay deputies overwhelm

sion of the newscast.
ing to force the issue through legisla- ingly endorsed the resolution in a voice

tion at this time would be damaging to vote .

the unity of the church . The five-part ( The Rev. ) Bob Libby

39 83

Kirk 6 43 6 38

Mott 15 17 10 12

51 77 58 96

5 28 3 19
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English Appointment

Stirs Controversy

1

3

1

3

Adding to the concern by some of

the selection of a sexually active

homosexual man as bishop-elect of

New Hampshire is the revelation that

the newest appointed bishop in the

Church of England has been co-habi

tating with another man for more than

20 years.

The revelation came after assur

ances that the Rev. Canon Jeffrey

John , currently treasurer and canon

theologian at Southwark Cathedral,

would uphold official church teaching

that sex outside heterosexual mar

riage is incompatible with scripture. A

number of conservative international

primates, bishops within the Church

of England, and clergy from within the

diocese have subsequently requested

that the Rt . Rev. Richard Harries,

Bishop of Oxford , withdraw his

appointment of Canon John to be

Bishop Suffragan of Reading.

ECS

Haidee Joy photo

The Rt. Rev. Nathaniel Garang (seated ), Bishop of Bor in the Episcopal Church of The Sudan ,

delivers a children's sermon during Sudanese Sunday at Good Samaritan Church in San Diego

on May 18. The event was jointly sponsored by Good Samaritan and St. Luke's, San Diego. For

more than 20 years, a civil war has claimed more than 1 million lives and left Anglicans and other

Christians disenfranchised and persecuted for their beliefs by the Muslim -dominated govern

ment. There are now more than 2,500 resettled Sudanese refugees living within the Diocese of

San Diego, including several members of St. Luke's who were baptized in the Diocese of Bor.

Nashotah House Approves Interim Policy

Stating Who May Celebrate the Eucharist

The Board of Trustees at Nashotah the assignment to serve as a cele

House recently approved an interim brant) shall be the prerogative of the

policy which grants the dean more dis- dean ."

cretion in who is invited to be a cele- The bishops among the board of

brant of the Eucharist at the seminary. trustees have been asked to review

The new policy states that “ Cele- the proposed policy and submit a final

brants of the Holy Eucharist and oth- version for approval at the next meet

ers who function sacerdotally at ing. Although there were no outright

Nashotah House: shall be drawn from restrictions against women celebrants

the faculty, adjunct faculty, the chap- in the previous policy, it is believed

lain , those visiting bishops designated that the pool of those eligible to be

by the dean as 'Bishops -in Residence , ' celebrants under the previous policy

officers of the board of trustees, the consisted of men with the one excep

warden of the alumni association, and tion being that diocesan bishops who

other such guests as the dean may are ordaining students are allowed to

invite to celebrate from time to time. celebrate. No women bishops have

Membership in one of the aforemen- sent students previously.

tioned categories does not entail a The Very Rev. Robert S. Munday,

‘right' to celebrate at Nashotah House . dean and president, had not responded

The invitation to celebrate (or, in the by press time to several messages left

case of employees of Nashotah House, at his office by THE LIVING CHURCH.

Spiritual Responses to 9/11

Five New York City -based organi

zations have collaborated on a

multi-media collection of spiritual

responses to 9/11 . A special viewing

and book signing for the print ver

sion took place June 24 at the New

York Historical Society.

The book, Wil the Dust Praise

You ?, is written by R. William

Franklin and Mary Sudman Dono

van. It is published by the Church

Publishing Corp., and details the

many activities and ministries that

grew at and near Ground Zero.

“ Revelations from Ground Zero ”

is a two-hour documentary pro

duced by Trinity Television and

New Media, a ministry of Trinity

Church, Wall Street. A website

( www.spiritualresponsesto9/11.org)

has been developed specifically as a

companion to the multimedia series

by the Church Pension Group.

JUNE 29. 2003 .· THE LIVING CHURCH 7



Canadians Remain at Odds

A recent vote by the annual synod in

the Canadian Diocese of New West

minster suggests that positions may

be hardening and support among

diocesan deputies may even be slip

ping for continuation of a controver

sial liturgy to bless same-sex

relationships.

Last year's synod approved a resolu

tion to develop and implement such a

rite. The first blessing occurred May

28 in East Vancouver (TLC, June 22 ) .

The annual diocesan meeting

occurred the following weekend and a

resolution to revoke authorization for

same-sex blessings failed by more

than two-thirds, 181-85 , but the vote

tally did not include the 73 clergy and

lay deputies from eight dissenting

parishes.

They declared themselves out of

communion with the diocese and its Maggie Hasslacher photo

bishop, the Rt. Rev. Michael Ingham , Worshipers at the confirmation service during convention in the Diocese of Albany.

after the synod vote last year.

Following the announcement of the
AROUND THE DIOCESES

vote total on May 31 , a letter announc

ing the Province of Nigeria was break

ing communion with the diocese and The Dry Bones
if the Holy Spirit comes upon them .

Bishop Ingham was read .
Following the confirmations, the Rt.

More than 1,000 persons responded Rev. Dan Herzog, Bishop of Albany,

to an altar call in the Diocese of extended an invitation for those who

Albany as part of an emotional three- desired the renewing power of the

BRIEFLY....
day convention which also included a Holy Spirit to come forward. More

fatality due to natural causes.
than 1,000 responded, streaming to

The Rev. Steven W. Mues, rector of St. Early in the evening of the opening the four bishops who laid hands on

Luke's Church, Rochester, Minn ., for session on June 6 , Alice Cook, a them in prayer. Two hours and 20 min

the past 14 years, has been appointed priest's widow , ceased breathing and utes later the Eucharist resumed.

chief executive officer of St. Jude's died . Paramedics attempted resuscita- Parallel with convention was a

Ranch for Children in Boulder City, tion as the whole assembly prayed andtion as the whole assembly prayed and youth rally whose participants led a

Nev. According to its Internet website, quietly sang. One of her friends com- youth Mass on Pentecost. Preceding

St. Jude's is a not-for -profit, non -sectar- mented, "If Alice could have chosen the liturgy of the word, the younger

ian home for abused and neglected how to die, this would have been it , children staged an enactment of the

children . It was founded by an Episco- surrounded by a thousand praying and Ascension Pentecost story, which

pal priest in 1966 and now has three worshiping believers." grew out of their VBS weekend. The

campuses in Nevada and Texas. The next afternoon, the Rt. Rev. youth held their own healing service

Harold Miller, Bishop of Down and on Saturday night with Bishop David
The General Synod of the Anglican Dromore, Church of Ireland , preached Bena, suffragan of Albany.

Episcopal Church of Brazil elected the to the convention , including 60 adult Also on Saturday, delegates saw the

Rt . Rev. Orlando Oliveira, Bishop of confirmands along with their families first architectural drafts for the new

Southern Diocese , as its new primate and sponsors. Calling up the words ofand sponsors. Calling up the words of Spiritual Life Center, being built on

on June 1 at the cathedral in Porto Ale- Ezekiel, " can these bones live again ?” more than 600 acres. It will include a

gre. Archbishop Oliveira will replace he pointed to the churches that once new motherhouse for the Eastern

the Most Rev. Glauco Soares de Lima, held great wealth and power and pres- Province of the Community of St.

who served as primate and Bishop of tige and are now fading away. His Mary, now in Peekskill.

Sao Paulo for the past 10 years. clear answer is that the bones can live Maggie Hasslacher

8 THE LIVING CHURCH . JUNE 29. 2003



' A Community of Wisdom

Presiding Bishop Griswold Commends

Executive Council for ‘Judicious'Actions

After General Convention enacts legis- staff and the council. Bishop Griswold

lation and creates headlines, Executive said that a perception of mistrust in

Council is delegated the more unheralded many ecclesiastical systems is some

responsibility of making the necessary what common lately, but he believes

changes. The outgoing council , whose communication is improving between

final meeting concluded last month , was staff and council members.

exceptionally judicious in dealing with a “I was very heartened by this,” he

number of potentially divisive issues , said . “I think it is a giant step forward
Steve Waring photo

according to the Presiding Bishop Frank T. to name these dynamics. I think by
Bishop Griswold at a press conference during

Griswold. Bishop Griswold discussed naming they are also accepting some a meeting of the Executive Council .

some of his own observations about coun- responsibility for changing it. I think a

cil with THE LIVING CHURCH at the conclu- sign of improved] trustfulness in the

sion of the meeting in Ellicott City, Md. future ) will be diminished use of private

" It's one thing to say something should conversations."

exist,” Bishop Griswold noted . “ It's quite Most Episcopalians draw a blank about " It's one thing to

another to figure out how to accomplish it. legislative bodies, and in an era of more

A number of people ſelected to council] and more communication, Bishop Gris
say somethingcome out of General Convention where wold believes the church needs to do a

the complete focus is on legislation. Exec- better job of keeping its members

utive Council is not just about legislation informed about church structures . Per should exist,"

This is a community of wisdom . ” haps even more importantly the church

Bishop Griswold noted that deputies to needs to ensure that its structures are Bishop Griswold

General Convention are elected for only capable of articulating and accomplishing

one term whereas Executive Council the right objectives.
noted . "It's quite

members serve for six years. The longer This summer one of the most widely

term , Bishop Griswold said , provides talked about issues concerns a proposal to
another to figure

more time for reflection . He commended include a liturgical blessing for same-sex

council for the way in which it dealt with unions in The Book of Occasional Ser

a General Convention resolution on ordi- vices. Bishop Griswold said unlike three
out how to

nation of women which required fact-find- years ago there are no plans at this time to

ing visits to the three dioceses whose create a special committee to debate reso- accomplish it. "

bishops do not believe that women are lutions dealing with sexuality. Nor is there

called by God to ordained orders. a formal agreement among the House of

“ They chose a very sensitive approach ,” Bishops to preempt debate on the topic,

Bishop Griswold said . “ The visits were as despite what some fear based on the rec

respectful as they could be under the cir- ommendation against passage which a

cumstances. ” theology paper urged when it was pre

As part of the final legislative session sented at the spring House of Bishops'

before General Convention , Executive meeting.

Council members engaged in a lengthy " [ The theology paper) very clearly

evaluation process during which some describes two realities," Bishop Griswold

members cited the sudden collapse of said , “but sexuality is not a church -dividing

negotiations to relocate the Episcopal issue. One of the things the study makes

Church Center to the campus of the Gen- clear is that we are very clear on the creeds

eral Theological Seminary as an example and scriptures."

of a lack of trust between Church Center Steve Waring
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