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READER'’S VIEWPOINT

Not Now,

The articles
that appear
on this page
do not
necessarly
represent
the ediitonal
opinion

of THE VNG
CHURCH

or its board
of directors.

Not This Way

By Stephen H. Bancroft

t is evident from all the activity in diocesan

conventions that the issue of trying to get Gen-
eral Convention to direct the Standing Liturgical
Commission to produce a service for the blessing
of same-gender relationships is going to occupy an
important place in the deliberations this summer.
Already, sides are being drawn with the typical con-
stituents and arguments.

As a person who has held a more traditional
stance in regard to this issue, but who also serves
as the dean of the cathedral of a diocese with a
more revisionist attitude, I have found myself strug-
gling to figure out how we extricate the Episcopal
Church from this quagmire of hard-set opinions
without rending the church asunder. For as sure as
we pass such a resolution as is being envisioned in
the present climate, the Episcopal Church, as we
know it, will be in serious jeop-
ardy as a viable denomination.
Significant voices in the church
already have indicated that they
do not believe General Conven-
tion has the authority to act in a
manner that would overturn
such historic issues. Surely such
an action by General Conven-
tion would isolate the Episcopal
Church in almost all of Christen-
dom, not just the Anglican Com-
munion.

In the course of my prayers, reading, discussion
and thinking, I have seen some movement in my
stance through the years. But for me to cross what-
ever sense of a “Rubicon” on this issue will require
the church to take a clear theological stand as to
what we actually believe. My biggest concern about
this summer’s potential actions is that the deputies
and bishops don’t know what theological stance
they are really being asked to support. As I under-
stand it, they are being asked to take a “pastoral”
stance in support of gays and lesbians; yet the
church has not decided what theological stance we
actually hold in regard to homosexuality. As I have
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struggled with this issue I have come to recognize
three clearly defined theological positions being
proposed.

The first is the most radical. As I understand, it is
that God created homosexuality as a part of the nat-
ural order of creation and thus it is an acceptable
part of God's design and part of his plan for the
world. This endeavors to see homosexual relation-
ships as the norm for people created by God that
way, and to acknowledge in a commitment service
the theological and moral validity of this natural
alternative lifestyle.

The second position claims that the holy scrip-
tures are unequivocal in the condemnation of
homosexual behavior. And that the entirety of
recorded religious history has witnessed to the
belief that homosexuality is morally wrong and
cannot be tolerated within the community of faith.

My biggest concern

about this summer’s potential actions

is that the deputies and bishops don’t know
what theological stance they are really
being asked to support.

Homosexual persons should not be driven from the
church any more than other sinners, but equally the
church would abandon its moral integrity to offer
blessings of same-gender relationships. There is no
way the proponents of this view can see the cre-
ation of a service of blessing without abandoning
the church’s moral integrity.

I believe there is a third option available to us
that might not end up “cutting the baby in half.™ It
will require some openness to believing that one
point of view is not the only right point of view.

It seems to me that the conservatives have the
better argument in regard to scripture and history,




and tend to hold the stronger theological positio
— no small matter for a church. The liberals hol
the stronger pastoral and more loving position thz

~ looks a bit more like what Jesus might have done

actually confronted with the issue — again no sma
consideration for a Christian church. Is there a way
to combine these strengths? I think so.

If the church were willing to maintain the basic
theological stance that God created humankind as
male and female and intended that human com-
pleteness was seen in the union of husband and
wife, then homosexuality would have to be seen as
the product of the “Fall.” It is not what God
intended, but has become part of the reality of
human existence through cumulative human sin, in
which homosexual persons are innocent victims of
the cumulative result of human sinfulness. In this
sense, they fall in the same category as people born
with birth defects, like dyslexia, or congenital heart
problems. These were not designed by God as his
intended part of creation, but are the result of the
“Fall.” We need not view this as a moral issue any
more than we view people born with some other
physical abnormality would be considered a moral
issue.

If we are able to swallow the various “pride”
issues the above scenario would require of the two
stances, it would not be difficult, I believe, to devise
some kind of service that accepts the theology indi-
cated by my “compromise.” The church has numer-
ous examples of seeking pastoral ways of helping
“sinners” find their place in the church. If it hadn't,
I suspect most of us would not be in the church
today.

If the church can back away from the precipice
we have created for ourselves in the wooden
stances we have taken that requires one side to win
and one to lose, and take some time to discuss the
theology we want to actually declare, perhaps my
recommendation might find some way out of this
mess.

The House of Bishops needs to be “bishops” and
take serious time in formulating the theology of the
church on this issue and then propose the pastoral
way to maintain it while pastorally supporting our
brothers and sisters who personally have to deal
with this reality. Legislating this issue by the politi-
cal means being proposed for this summer is a text-
book case for disaster. I hope the House of Bishops
will withstand the political pressures surely to
come from the House of Deputies and step up as

the apostles of our church and find the path
| between the waters that surely the Holy Spirit has
mapped out for us. Q

| The Very Rev. Stephen H. Bancroft is the dean of
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit, Mich.
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LETTERS

ﬁﬂurn

I am delighted to see Fr. Perschall, former PB. of an Episcopal
Church breakaway group, has returned to the fold [TLC, April 6].
How can we call ourselves Anglican or catholic if those who find
themselves at a variance with a slight majority simply pack up and
leave? We have missed the no-longer-Most-Rev. Perschall’s ideas and
perspective and his return is a blessing. Slaughter the fatted calf! Or
at least fire up the Webber and grill a few chops! One day we will dis-
cover that these breakaway churches and free-range episcopalia
were the yield of a diabolical marketing scheme, foisted upon us by
clergy haberdashers intent on selling more red shirts, lurid vest-
ments and pointed hats.

(The Rev.) John W. Conrad
St. Alban's Church
El Cajon, Calif.

It’s Easy

I am appalled at how easy it is for clerics (and editors) to opine
on waging war when they have neither access to all of the threat
evidence, nor the responsibility for protecting our nation. One
wonders if it is the Islamic world alone that believes it is best run
by clergy. Just war theory, as developed by St. Augustine and St.
Thomas Aquinas, does not merely justify defensive war. It obli-
gates those responsible to protect against real threats with war.

(The Rev.) Steven McClaskey
Rock Island, Il.

Spiritual Darkness

Once again, the Diocese of Long Island has been plunged into an
undeserving spiritual darkness [TLC, March 23].

The first time was when the Penthouse article, along with
explicit pictures, described the alleged sexual activities in which
Lloyd Andries, the then rector, participated along with other
clergy, all in view of the altar at St. Gabriel's Church in Brooklyn,
N.Y.

Mr. Andries was deposed from the ordained ministry. Now word
is that he will be reinstated by the same bishop who deposed him.
The good, faithful and sober-minded people of the Diocese of Long
Island do not deserve this kind of spiritual darkness imposed on
them by this type of dictatorial and domineering leadership.

(The Rev.) Lisle H. Davis
El Paso, Texas

Not the First

The first heart transplant in the United States was not done at
the Texas Heart Institute in Houston [TLC, March 23]. It was done
in California.

The first implantation of an artificial heart in the world was
done at the Texas Heart Institute, a part of St Luke's Hospital, in
Houston. The surgery was performed by Denton Cooley, M.D., on
Good Friday, 1969. The patient was Abraham Karp. I was a clini-
cal pastoral resident at St. Luke’s then, and was assigned to the
Karp family for a time.

(The Very Rev.) Bruce D. Rahtjen
Kansas City, Mo.
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Deaths

The Rev. James Willard Bottoms,
retired priest of the Diocese of Con-
necticut, died Feb. 2, his 73rd birthday,
in Dallas, where he had lived in recent
years.

Fr. Bottoms was a native of Ft. Monroe,
VA, a graduate of the University of Alabama,
Philadelphia Divinity School and Union The-
ological Seminary. He was ordained deacon
and priest in the Diocese of Pennsylvania in
1957, then became rector of St. James’,
Philadelphia, serving until 1959. He assisted
at Christ Church, Gardiner, ME; St. Mary's,
Manchester, CT; St. John's, St. Croix, VI; and
St. Sebastian’s, Melbourne, FL, until 1993
when he retired. In recent years he had
assisted at Transfiguration, Dallas. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Peggy.

Canon Katrina Ely Carter, a community
activist and honorary canon in the Dio-
cese of Los Angeles, died March 24 in
Pasadena, CA, at the age of 80.

Born in Greenwich, CT, she was educated
at New York University and was a school
teacher in New York City. The founder of
Grace Center in Pasadena, a non-profit shel-
ter and advocacy program for abused women
and children, she was also an accomplished
sculptor. Survivors are her three sons, Lach-
lan, Stuart and Clarke Murray; two step-
daughters, six grandchildren and one great
grandchild.

Canon Richard T. Feller, clerk of the
works at Washington National Cathedral
from 1957 until 1991, died April 6, at
Shady Grove Adventist Hospital in
Rockville, MD. He was 84.

Canon Feller was chief administrator in
charge of all construction and artwork for
the cathedral. On Sept. 29, 1990, he stood
atop the southwest corner of the St. Paul
tower and helped guide the final stone in the
cathedral'’s 83 years of construction. The next
day he retired, but continued to keep an
office and work as the official cathedral art
consultant for unfinished works and preser-
vation. Born in Fairmount, WV, and educated
at West Virginia University, he joined the
cathedral staff in 1953 as an accountant and
became clerk of works in 1957. In 1976 he
assumed the additional responsibility of
cathedral administrator for three years. In
1982 he was bestowed the title of canon. The
following year the Washington chapter of the
American Institute of Architects awarded
him a citation for his contributions to excel-
lence in architecture. He is survived by his
wife, Billie, two children, Richard S. and
Nancy Carol Starnes, six grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

The Rev. Duane Thomas Saba, 60, rec-
tor of St. John's Church, Helena, AR,
since 1975, died March 7 of cancer at

Helena Regional Medical Center.

Born in Bismarck, ND, he graduated from
North Dakota State University and Seabury-
Western Theological Seminary. Fr. Saba was
ordained deacon in 1969 and priest in 1970.
He served at the Church of the Holy Commu-
nion, Memphis, TN, following his ordination
until he was called to the Arkansas church.
He was president of the standing committee
of the Diocese of Arkansas and was involved
in several community activities. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Madge, a daughter, Dr.
Corey Saba, of College Station, TX; a son,
Michael, of Memphis; two sisters, Elayne
Nemer, of Gregory, SD, and Joyce Tello, of
Bismarck; and a brother, Dr. Donald Saba, of
San Diego, CA.

The Rev. Ronald Edgar Stenning, 78,
retired priest of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, died March 23 in Dayton, OH.

Born in Providence, RI, he graduated from
Brown University, Rhode Island College, and
Episcopal Theological School. Ordained dea-
con and priest in 1960, he became vicar of the
Church of the Resurrection, Warwick, RI,
remaining in that ministry until 1962. He was
dean of the Cathedral of St. John, Provi-
dence, 1963-67; rector of St. Paul's, Dayton,
1967-74; and director and associate director
of Church World Service in New York City
1974-87. He retired in 1988. He was director
of the Department of Christian Social Rela-
tions in the dioceses of Rhode Island and
Southern Ohio. He is survived by his wife,
Anne, and one child.

The Rev. Linda Shearer Strohmier, for-
mer evangelism officer for the Episcopal
Church, died March 13 in Great Barring-
ton, MA, where she resided. She was 57.

A native of Brazil, IN, she was educated at
Indiana University, Princeton University and
the General Theological Seminary. She was
ordained deacon in 1984 and priest in 1985
and served at a number of congregations in
New Jersey and New York. She also was
canon pastor of St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle,
WA, 1991-95. She held the evangelism officer
position in 1995 and 1996. In recent years she
served as missioner of several churches in
the Diocese of Newark. In the Diocese of
New York she was a member of the commis-
sion on ministry and the commission on the
diaconate. She also was an associate of the
Order of St. Helena. She is survived by a
daughter, Maggie, of Great Barrington.

Send your changes
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tic@livingchurch.org
P.O. Box 514036, Miwaukee, WI
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CLASSIFIEDS

: " BOOKS '
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ANGLICAN THEOLOGICAL BOOKS — scholarly,
out-of-print — bought and sold. Request catalog. The
Anglican Bibliopole, 858 Church St., Saratoga Springs,
NY 12866-8615. (518) 587-7470. AnglicanBk @ aol.com.

SAVE BIG ON BOOKS for education and ministry pro-
grams, reading groups, libraries, etc. Any title in print.
Bulk discounts, free shipping. Free quotes, no obligation.
Tona Book Services, toll-free phone/fax (866) IONA-711;
E-Mail: discounts @ionabookservices.com.

_ CATECHUMENATE
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Gifts of God, catechumenate by Patricia Swift. Eight-
week course considers Old & New Testaments, Episcopal
Church, sacraments, prayer book, parish with ministries,
life as gifts. For adult confirmation and renewal. 56 pp.
paper spiral bound, $7.00 plus postage. Phone: (954) 942-
5887 Fax: (954) 942-5763. Available in English, French,
or Spanish.

-
: CHURCH FURNISHINGS

* . L »
FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom demgned Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,Vir-
ginia. Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by
E-mail at festflags @aol.com.

TRADITIONAL GOTHIC chapel chairs. Officiant
chairs for modern churches. Custom crosses, altars, hymn
boards, furniture, cabinets. Oldcraft Woodworkers,
Sewanee, TN 37575. (931) 598-0208 or (888) 598-0208.
E-mail: oldcraft@charter.net.
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" POSITIONS OFFERED -
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FULL-TIME ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER: The
Church of the Advent, established in 1848, and with a mem-
bership of 2,200, is seeking an Organist/Choirmaster in a
new position as a full-time member of the liturgical staff. As
organist the candidate must be comfortable with a 2-
man./24-stop 1988 Flentrop and be an experienced choral
conductor with a thorough knowledge of traditional Angli-
can music. Developing choir programs for all ages and nur-
turing musical talent from within the congregation must be
the principal focus. The church’s Gothic edifice in its urban
selting presents many opportunities for creative outreach
through music to the larger community. Rector, staff, and
vestry are cc itted to this i in a new, full-time
position. The current par-time organist/choirmaster. Dr.
John Turnbull, Professor of Music at Converse College, is
retiring after 18 years of dedicated service at the church.
Sunday liturgies are Rite I, Rite II, and Morming Prayer on
the fourth Sunday. Present music program includes two
adult and two children’s choirs and an eleven-bell chime.
The successful candidate should possess a Master’s degree
in music, or an appropriate equivalent, at least five years
practical experience in choral conducting, strong spiritual
commitment, and leadership and organizational skills.
Salary: $50,000 plus attractive benefit package. Spartanburg
has a thriving arts community. and is home to Converse Col-
lege/Petrie School of Music. Wofford College, Univ. of SC-
Spartanburg, a professional orchestra, and several concert
series. For further information on the church consult our
web page at www.churchofadvent.org. Applications
should be received by June 1, 2003. No tapes or programs at
this time. The new position is scheduled to begin Sept. 1,
2003. Candidates should send a letter of application,
resume, and three letters of recommendation written in the
last three years to: The Rev. Marilyn M. Sanders, Associ-
ate Rector, The Episcopal Church of the Advent, 141
Advent Street, Spartanburg SC, 29302-1904, or E-mail
inquiries to: msanders@churchofadvent.org. All appli-
cants will be considered equally for prospective employ-
ment without regard to gender, race, sexuality, disability,
national ongin, or age.
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