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Disobeyiﬁg the Clock

VV e cannot speak of life without getting onto time. Time
provides the space for us to live, think and act. With-
out time, we would be only a hall of stony statues, forever
frozen in one moment. Yet time also imposes the most severe
limits on our lives. We can never have time for all we wish to
do. We never can do those things for which the opportunity
has come and gone. It is singularly appropriate that the great
poetic story of creation at the beginning of the Bible unfolds
within the temporal framework of the Hebrew week. For
God, to create things meant to create time also.

It has been pointed out that the clock was the first sophisti-
cated mechanical contrivance to be invented (probably in the
13th century). Its exact accounting of seconds, minutes and
hours was to have a profound effect. This does not mean that
people previously were, as the saying goes, “too stupid to
know the time of day.” People did many things in a regular
manner. Farmers milked their cows on time. People ate at
customary times. Monks and nuns prayed at fixed intervals
through the day and night. Sleeping and waking, eating,
working and resting for most people seemed to have reflected
natural and human intervals and needs.

Time’s Wasting

The Prayer Book still speaks of God as “creator of the
changes of day and night, giving rest to the weary, renewing
the strength of those who are spent, bestowing upon us
occasions of song in the evening” (p. 113). The tyranny of the
clock, however, is something different. Every moment is
quantified. Ten minutes more sleep means being late to
work. Being ten minutes early somewhere imposes a boring
and useless wait. An hour of work means so many hours
gained. An hour less of work means so much idleness for
expensive machinery and equipment.

The clock, at the dawn of the history of machinery, al-
ready anticipated the end of that history, namely the com-
puter, a machine made by man which can give orders to us
and force us to obey! Like all slaves, we have a certain
symbiosis with our masters. We praise countries where trains
always run on time. We like doctors and dentists who never
spend more than so many minutes with the previous patient.
We enjoy fast foods, no matter how unwholesome. We must
hurry, and we like others to help us hurry.

For those of us who are retired, I find there is some respite,
at least on some days. One does not have to do quite so many
things, and one can do some things more slowly and perhaps
do them better. Yet there are the times of embarrassment
when one has kept others waiting, the familial scolding when
one has been out in a boat too long, and the growing aware-
ness that life will not extend long enough for some things ever
to be done. Both those of us who are older, as well as those
younger, will do well to seek the ordered human and humane
life, respecting the God-given meaning of day and night,
accepting rest when it is offered, and enjoying “occasions of
song in the evening.” Intervals of prayer, not more precise
clocks, should characterize the passage of time in a properly
human life.

(The Rev.) H. BOONE PORTER, senior editor
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LETTERS

A Logical Step

The resolution of the Standing
Commission on Human Affairs, to be
presented at General Convention
[TLC, March 31], should come as no
surprise. It is the next logical step after
Lambeth 1988 and the Eames Com-
mission.

Lambeth 1988 concluded that each
Anglican province is independent and
autonomous, competent to develop
doctrinally and practically according
to its own understanding of the gospel.
The Eames Commission wrote the
“theological” defense of such a posi-
tion and called it the doctrine of “re-
ceptionism.” The fact is we are no
longer a communion. We no longer
wait for the whole of the church to
come to a decision. We merely do
what we want and hope the others will
“receive” it. If not, we demand toler-
ance for whatever we do.

Congregationalism is, however,
moving from the provincial to the di-
ocesan level. We are told by the com-
mission that individual bishops and di-
oceses are competent to decide for
themselves what standard to use in
judging fitness for ordination. Then
what will become of individual dio-
ceses? Well, we have seen such a future
and Newark is it. Can you imagine
every diocese as independent and au-
tonomous as Newark, each defining
for itself what the gospel is, who can
be ordained and for what cause? All of
this begs the question, why stop there?
Will not every congregation/parish de-
mand for themselves who is ordained
and for what gospel?

Perhaps this resolution will spell the
end of the Episcopal Church. For if we
cannot come to a decision on an issue
as central as ordination, nothing will
be left unchallenged.

(The Rev.) HarorLp E. MabpLOM
St. Simon the Fisherman Church
Port Washington, Wis.

The New Prophets

I am a bit confused by the way
statements and actions in our church
are labeled “prophetic” In the He-
brew scriptures, prophets call the com-
munity of God’s people back to the
tradition. In the Episcopal Church,
our leadership endorses actions that
lead the people of God in directions
that are contrary to the tradition, and
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these persons are called prophets. How
can this be?

Last year, when Bishop Spong or-
dained a practicing homosexual to the
priesthood, another bishop pro-
claimed this a “prophetic act.” That is
old news. The “new” news will come
out of General Convention. The ordi-
nation of practicing homosexuals, the
blessing of same-sex relationships and
liturgies that rename God are all on
the table at our General Convention.

The open question is whether our
church will brazenly chart a new
course in defiance of scripture and
church tradition. In our hubris, will
we proclaim a way that is superior to
that which God has revealed to us?
Will we follow the new prophets? In
the Episcopal Church, do we get to
vote on whether or not we will abide
by God’s revelation to humanity? Ap-
parently so. Isn’t it time that our bish-
ops lived up to their oath of being de-
fenders of the faith, and not inventors
of a new faith? The people in the pews
believe so, according to the most re-
cent polls. Are our bishops listening?

(The Rev.) M. ANTHONY SEEL, JR.
El Paso, Texas

Consistent Concern

I share Robert F. Dorum’s concern
for consistency in addressing moral is-
sues [TLC, May 12], though I do not
believe that the matters “be fruitful
and multiply” and “the ordination of
women” are good parallels to the ho-
mosexual issue. Jesus very clearly com-
mended the unmarried state as well as
the married one, and the ordination of
women, while contrary to the church’s
tradition, is not addressed as such in
scripture. The issue of divorce and re-
marriage does provide a good parallel.

When serving as a deputy to Gen-
eral Convention in 1979, I attended an
open hearing on sexuality. A homosex-
ual layperson read the words of Jesus
from Mark 10:11, 12: “Whoever di-
vorces his wife and marries another
commits adultery against her; and if
she divorces her husband and marries
another, she commits adultery.” He
then commented, “The church doesn’t
accept this any longer because it recog-
nizes the sexual needs of divorced peo-
ple. Why can’t it be consistent and do
the same for gays?” He referred to the
fact that the Episcopal Church per-

(Continued on next page)
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LETTERS

(Continued from previous page)

mits the remarriage of divorced people
very generally, rather than limiting
such permission to the biblically au-
thorized exceptions to the general rule.

I decided to ask other clergy for
their views on the church’s inconsis-
tency and the answers of several
amazed me. There was, in fact, no
inconsistency, since the issues were
very different. “Apples and oranges” as
one put it. I was unconvinced. Clearly
there are cultural and emotional dif-
ferences involved, but this should not
preclude a common theological ap-
proach. There was almost no aware-
ness of Jesus’ teaching on divorce and
remarriage being disregarded.

In order to address the homosexual
controversy effectively (ordinations,
same-sex blessings), those who wish to
uphold the “faith one for all delivered
to the saints” need to exhibit a consist-
ent, rather than a selective, concern
for biblical moral standards, for their
fair and compassionate application in
the lives of those affected by them. Itis
when we are concerned for the
church’s conformity to God’s will and
word in all aspects of its life and minis-
try that we can expect God to honor
our prayers and efforts.

(The Rev.) W. Francis B. MAGUIRE
Church of the Good Shepherd
Bonita, Calif.

‘Inviting In’

Regarding the article, “Who Will
Shape the Church?” [TLC, May 26],
what a faithless question is posed by
the headline. Who else but our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God!

The Rev. Bavi Rivera Moore, Gen-
eral Convention deputy, obviously
thinks otherwise in this Decade of
Evangelism. Her answer is “inviting
in” everyone’s lifestyle to solve what
separates us. Inconceivably, as a min-
ister, she asserts that “Jesus himself
had no such requirement as repent-
ance before forgiveness.”

Using Judas and Peter as examples,
they apparently, in a needless way,
wept bitterly about their betrayal and
sins — because no ethics or morals
were required by Jesus.

She quotes Matt. 28:19 about Jesus
making disciples, but leaves out his
following stipulation (verse 20):
“teaching all things whatsoever I com-
manded you.” Or as Luke quotes “that
repentance shall be preached in his

The Living Church



name among all nations” (24:47-48).
Would it not be a good idea to re-
quire convention deputies to, at least,
pass an exam in basic scriptural knowl-
edge?
(The Rev.) LutaER O. IsoN
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, Calif.

All Who Believe ...

Not only was I saddened upon read-
ing the Very Rev. William Forrest’s
comments [TLC, May 26] about Epis-
copal Divinity School’s decision to
boycott the General Convention in Ar-
izona, but the needle on my “irk
gauge” was starting to approach the
red zone. I'm sorry if EDS has passed
judgment on Arizona, joining other ig-
norant Arizona bashers in assuming
that the state is especially racist. But
well-intentioned Fr. Forrest com-
pounds the misconception by salting
his pity injunctions with implications
that Arizona is not simply a land of
sinners, but a “hostile” land to boot.
Give me a break!

The truth is, we’ll need all our
strength in the Holy Spirit come July.
All who believe in that should be
there.

(The Rev.) KEVIN DONNELLY
Church of the Transfiguration
Apache Junction, Ariz.

Responsibility of Love

During pre-marital counseling, I
strongly caution prospective couples to
be aware of their behavior, especially
during times of conflict. I tell them
that because they know and love one
another in a way no one else in the
world can, they also have the power to
hurt one another more deeply than
anyone else possibly could. I tell them
their love carries with it great responsi-
bility. Because they know each other so
well, they know what buttons to push
to inflict the greatest amount of pain. I
want them to understand that the
result of abuse to the responsibility of

To Our Readers:

We welcome your letters to the edi-
tor. Each letter is subject to editing
and brevity is appreciated. We pre-
fer submissions to be typed and au-
thors must include their names and
addresses. Because of the large vol-
ume of letters we receive, we are not
able to publish all letters, nor able to
acknowledge receipt.
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love is the death of the relationship.

I fear that as the church we are pre-
paring to abuse the responsibility of
love we have been given. In one of the
parishes of this diocese, there will be a
program to discuss the issues facing
General Convention. The title of this
program is “General Convention, Ris-
ing from the Ashes after Phoenix.”
From the ESA to Integrity to the
Women’s Caucus to Episcopalians
United, we are preparing to put on the
armor of battle and advance toward
Phoenix, convinced that my position is
the right position and that God is on
my side. We are not preparing for a
convention, we are preparing for war.
And we are abusing the responsibility
of love.

Because of the love of God every
member of the church shares, we have
the ability to hurt one another in a
way no one else can. No force outside
the church has the ability to separate
us and cause the type of damage we
can do to ourselves. And we seem to be
doing everything in our power to ac-
complish just that. The result will be
spiritual death.

As humbly as I can, understanding
that I get my ego as caught up in issues
as anyone else, I want to say to the
church, “stop it!” Let’s strip off the
armor of battle. Let’s understand that
issues are issues and people are people.
Let’s check our egos at the door and let
God have his way with us. Let’s prepare
for a convention and not for a war.

(The Rev.) WILLIAM J. MORGAN
All Saints’ Church
Penn Hills, Pa.

An Unintended Point

Ann-Celeste Shak, in her Viewpoint
[TLC, May 12] makes an unintended
point in identifying the Christian con-
cept of sin with the notion of “taboo.”

Taboo, in primitive societies, refers
to unconscious, arbitrary and irratio-
nal prohibitions against certain behav-
ior. It is precisely from this kind of
unexamined and often mindlessly un-
just approach to morality that the
Christ delivers us. I share Ms. Shak’s
sympathy for those who must endure
the anxiety of a “paradigm shift,” but
unlike her, I believe this is more or less
of a permanent state of affairs initi-
ated by the great taboo-violator, Jesus
himself.

(The Rev.) JoNaTHAN C. SaMS
St. Timothy’s Church
Griffith, Ind.

TAKE A 12 STEP

JOURNEY OF FAITH.

he Spiritual Quest is a text

and 14-week curriculum de-
signed to strengthen our relation-
ship with the Lord. Based on the
Bible and Book of Common
Prayer, it combines group dis-
cussion with one-on-one sharing
modeled after the Twelve Steps of
Alcoholics Anonymous.

To learn more, call or write:
Quest
3406 Spyglass Hill Dr.
Harlingen, TX 78550
1-512-425-7925

Or visit General Convention
Booth 167 in Exhibition Hall.

Inclusive Language
for God?

In Mission & Ministry, a quar-
terly for clergy and laity,
scholars and writers examine
“inclusive language’ for God,
the nature of revelation,
feminist theology, and the
biblical answer to the West's
devaluation of the feminine.

To order, please send $3.00
(subscriptions $12.00) to:

Trinity Episcopal School
for Ministry
311 Eleventh Street
Ambridge, PA 15003

COME AND SEE
July 29 - August 7, 1991

VOCATIONS CONFERENCE

and opportunity to share

in the life of a Religious
Community.

Where: Convent of the Transfiguration

495 Albion Avenue
Glendale, Ohio 45246

513-771-5291
Who:  Single women

Episcopalians

Age 21-45
Apply: Novice Director

=

Subscribe today to
THE LIVING CHURCH



NEWS

Avowed Lesbian Ordained Priest in Washington

An avowed lesbian was ordained to
the priesthood by the Rt. Rev. Ronald
Haines, Bishop of Washington, June 5
at the Church of the Epiphany in
Washington.

The Rev. Elizabeth Carl, 44, was
ordained in a service which brought
about negative reaction from Presiding
Bishop Edmond Browning, President
Bush, and shock and surprise from
many in the Diocese of Washington.

In a statement issued the day before
the ordination, Bishop Browning
asked Bishop Haines to reconsider,
“for the good of the whole church and
the impending discussion at General
Convention,” where the homosexual
issue will be addressed, and because
the Washington ordination could
“trigger the sort of attention that may
make positive dialogue more difficult.”

At the point in the ordination ser-
vice where any impediments are asked
for, only two objections were raised,
by a retired priest, the Rev. James O.
West, and Ms. Juanna Rountree, a
member of the congregation he for-
merly served. Fr. West, the longtime
rector of Calvary Church, Washing-
ton, who has served in the Diocese of
Washington for nearly half a century,
said it was “painful and heartbreak-
ing” for him to speak out, “but I must
humbly call to your attention that ho-
liness of life is called for in the priest-
hood . . . and Ms. Carl’s lifestyle is an
impediment to her to a commitment
to Christ.” Ms. Rountree added that if
Ms. Carl believes scripture is the word
of God and solemnly pledges conform-
ity to the doctrine and discipline of the
church, “we urge her to . . . forsake
this lifestyle which makes her unsuit-
able for the exercise of this ministry.”

Bishop Haines, in response, voiced
his respect for their position, but said
that since they had not raised any
points that had not already been pray-
erfully considered, the service would
go on.

The ordinand, who grew up as a
Methodist in Houston, came into the
Episcopal Church as a college student
in California. She holds degrees in
comparative literature from Occiden-
tal College in Los Angeles and in li-
brary science from Catholic University
in Washington, and worked at the Li-
brary of Congress for 16 years before
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entering the ordination process in
1985.

She received the M. Div. degree
from Union Seminary in New York in
1990 and was ordained deacon at
Washington Cathedral in June of that
year. As of May 1, 1991, she has been
on the staff of Epiphany Church, as
assistant to the rector, the Rev. Edgar
Romig.

The ordination service began with a
long procession of clergy who came in
to the singing of St. Patrick’s Breast-
plate, and joined in the laying-on-of-
hands. There was fervent response to
the ordinand’s pledge to proclaim the
gospel by word and deed and to fash-
ion her life according to its precepts, so
as to be a wholesome example to her
people, and there was prolonged ap-
plause when she was presented to
them as a priest. Photography was
banned and she declined to meet with
the press.

Bishop’s Reasons

In a statement issued the day be-
fore, Bishop Haines gave his reasons
for going ahead with the ordination.
He acknowledged both support for his
stand and opposition to the ordinand’s
lifestyle, “about which she has been
completely candid.” He said that “for
a number of years she has lived in a
loving and intimate relationship with
another woman, with a mutual life-
long monogamous commitment . . .
and she has met all the canonical re-
quirements for ordination.” He re-
minded that the church explicitly
places responsibility for such decisions
on the rector, vestry, standing commit-
tee and bishop, and that all were in
agreement in this instance.

Bishop Haines is aware that his
action will cause hurt and disappoint-
ment to many, including some of his
fellow bishops. He doesn’t “advocate
or recommend” such a lifestyle as a
model for the clergy, but is not con-
vinced that homosexuality in itself
should be a bar to ordination in every
case, when the candidate displayed
outstanding strengths of leadership
and intellect, spirituality and commit-
ment to Christ.

He said that while there are scrip-
tural passages and teachings of the
church that cannot be easily put aside,
“they were written in one historical

context and must be applied in an-
other, and therein lies our struggle to
understand the mysteries of human
spirituality, about which the church is
deeply divided”

At a post-ordination press confer-
ence, Bishop Haines was asked why he
had gone ahead despite the church’s
prohibition of such ordinations. He re-
minded, in response, that the resolu-
tion against homosexual ordination is
not legally binding. As to his own res-
ervations, “I feel uneasy when the
church begins to deal with new things,
because they are usually without prec-
edent, though not in this case. Some
who hold differing positions would
probably disagree with me, but along
with many others I have seen her
growth and find her qualified for this
ministry. On the question of her being
a wholesome example, we are speak-
ing here of the whole person. Her sex-
uality is an important factor but not
the only one.”

Bishop Haines was asked why
Bishop Browning was not consulted
and what reply Bishop Haines had
made to the Presiding Bishop's state-
ment. “I value his friendship and pas-
toral guidance,” he said, “but no con-
cern was expressed when Elizabeth
Carl was ordained deacon a year ago.
The timing of her priesting, in relation
to General Convention, was purely co-
incidental, made difficult by the delay
in her employment.” Was this, he was
asked, due to her lifestyle? “It took her
longer than the other candidates,
though I can’t say whether that was
the exact reason,” Bishop Haines re-
plied.

Would it not have been better to
delay the ordination until after Gen-
eral Convention, when the homosex-
ual ordination issue might be resolved?
It had to be postponed, he said, from
February 1991 until her job placement
was firm, which is diocesan policy,
adding that he would have preferred
to see it at some other time. Bishop
Haines said he has spoken with Bishop
Browning about this, on the pastoral
level, “and we understand each other’s
dilemma.” He has also spoken with
other bishops. “The House of Bishops
is a very pastoral body,” he said, “and
in that sense they were supportive.”

Dororay MILLS PARKER

The Living Church



Cutting Back

National Church Faces Changing Patterns of Giving

(Second of two parts)

While dioceses across the country
deal with the financial realities of the
’90s, fiscal and stewardship leaders at
the Episcopal Church Center seem
confident the church will survive this
difficult time and come out of it with a
better, if downsized, structure. To do
so, they agree, would mean recogniz-
ing problems and providing a willing-
ness to change in the face of those
difficulties.

Ellen Cooke, treasurer for the na-
tional church, said she did not see a
“financial crisis” but rather “a differ-
ent pattern of funding, one that
should leave us open to possibilities.”

When compared to the financial
difficulties facing other churches such
as the Presbyterians and Lutherans
[see p. 8], “it could be a lot worse,” she
said, emphasizing that revenues are
actually up for the Episcopal Church,
but it is undergoing a “cyclical
squeeze” which the national church
prepared for during the last General
Convention.

She attributes diocesan money prob-
lems to the fact that “much more is
going on in parishes than ten years
ago” due to stewardship programs.
With more local programs needing to
be funded, parishes are giving less to
their dioceses. “There is a cycle of cen-
tralization and decentralization that
takes place for profit and non-profit
organizations,” she said. “For the Epis-
copal Church it occurs every 15-18
years, so we are right on schedule.”

No Increases

Repercussions for the national
church have included a hiring and sal-
ary freeze to be in effect until the end
of 1991. In addition, people leaving
through attrition are not being re-
placed. Mrs. Cooke said because of a
strict cap on spending, the church cen-
ter may lose as many as 25-30 staff
persons by 1992,

The director of the national
church’s Stewardship and Develop-
ment Fund, the Rev. Ron Reed,
agreed with Mrs. Cooke that there had
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been an increase in giving and added
that statistically the Episcopal Church
has higher per capita giving than any
other church. However, though con-
gregations are ‘‘pretty caring, the
money is staying there,” he said, add-
ing that for the average parish, only a
little over 10 percent is given to the
diocese on average.

He attributes this reluctance in giv-
ing to the parishes’ perceptions that
the dioceses are not involved in real

missionary work. “They [dioceses] are
not making a compelling case for mis-
sion,” he said, “but then neither is the
national church.”

“Part of this problem is when the
church acts like a secular club. When
the church acts like a church, people
come and they tithe,” he added.

He also agreed with Mrs. Cooke
that the church was in the middle of a
cycle and financial woes are not linked
to the recession as much as people
think. “Another three to six years will
be pretty tough going,” he said. “Then
things will swing back again.”

Emphasizing that General Conven-
tion would be a decisive time for
church planners, he said, “General
Convention will reveal to us for the
next three years what the mind of the
church is. How the mind and the feet
behave may be totally different
though,” he said with a laugh.

The Rt. Rev. William Burrill,
Bishop of Rochester and chairman of
the Standing Commission on Steward-

ship and Development, said he is con-
vinced of the need to let people have
the appropriate and proper responses
for giving. “They must respond in
thanksgiving and as being part of the
mission of Christ,” he said.

Many people in the church seem
not to see much need to give in a disci-
plined way, he said. As an example, he
pointed out that Episcopalians in the
eastern part of the U.S. seem to give
on a lower level than western Episco-
palians, “perhaps because of the num-
ber of endowed parishes, people may
think they don’t have to give as much.”

Teaching Stewardship

The stewardship commission is try-
ing to create educational resources and
is reassessing different types of giving
in various dioceses, he said. A study
done by the commission three years
ago seemed to indicate that assessment
levels of dioceses to the national
church were balancing, he said.

“We will have to reassess things this
year, he said. “I think with the eco-
nomic problems many dioceses have
that it may be a totally different story.”

While agreeing with the analyses of
the others, the Rt. Rev. Furman
Stough, senior executive for Mission
Planning, acknowledges other factors
as well. One is decentralization, a
point made by several diocesan offi-
cials interviewed for last week’s
article.

“There is a cultural trend against
bureaucracies. People don’t want to fi-
nance them,” he said. As a result, dio-
ceses and the national church will
have to downsize their staffs and look
for more efficient ways to handle lim-
ited resources.

“The whole system’s going to have
to be overhauled for the church to be
clear financially,” he said.

But as individual parishes and dio-
ceses work to clear their own finances,
a number of people interviewed for
this article cited an increase in health
insurance premiums as an additional
hardship.

Michael Schenck of the Church In-

(Continued on next page)
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Stand Above Conflict, Two Bishops Urge

For all the media attention given to
their reported positions — the Rt. Rev.
David Jenkins, said to be liberal, and
the Rt. Rev. C. FitzSimons Allison,
said to be conservative — a series of
events in the Diocese of Virginia in
late May suggests that more unites the
two bishops than divides them.

The controversial Bishop Jenkins, of
Durham, England, explained his posi-
tions for several different groups in
Richmond and Fredericksburg. He
was joined by Bishop Allison, who
retired last year as Bishop of South
Carolina.

The May 23-26 events were spon-
sored by Grace and Holy Trinity
Church in Richmond and included
two breakfast meetings at the church
and a dinner with a presentation by
Bishop Jenkins, all open to the public;
a panel discussion for clergy and lay
professionals of the diocese, held at St.

CUTTING BACK

(Continued from previous page)

surance Company in New York said,
“What you've been reading about in
the press about rising medical costs is
certainly the case in the church as any-
where else.” While as many as 60 per-
cent of dioceses cover the premiums of
retired clergy and their families, al-
most every diocese has their employ-
ees health insurance paid for by their
individual parishes. In some cases, a
diocese might be billed for health in-
surance and will in turn bill the
parishes.

An exception is the Diocese of Texas,
which pays more than $1 million a
year to cover health care needs for
priests, their families and laypeople
employed in the diocese (the diocese
has recently had to cut back on some
of its coverage for retirees in order to
balance its budget).

Mr. Schenck said that, in general,
premiums have been rising about ten
percent a year, which he says is a re-
flection on the rise in health care needs
by an older population and the in-
crease in medical costs. “There is a
great increase in the cost of drugs, for
example, which is a factor,” he said.
He estimates that “five cents for every
dollar that goes into the [collection]
plate goes into medical insurance.”

KirsTEN KRANZ

Bishop Jenkins

George’s Church in Fredericksburg; a
retreat at Richmond Hill, an ecumen-

ical retreat center in Richmond; and a
sermon at Grace and Holy Trinity on
Sunday. Each event had a topic for
discussion, such as the authority of
scripture, the fundamentals of faith,
or the nature and source of authority.

The bishops offered points of view
which, even when divergent, ex-
pressed great hope and optimism for
the church during a time when some
observers predict schism, and as the
Church of England tangles over the
ordination of women and other issues.

“This is a very exciting time,”
Bishop Jenkins said. God risks, he
said, so the people of God should not
be afraid to risk. “The church will go
on being the church despite my er-
rors.”

Bishop Allison agreed. “Despair and
grumpiness about the future . . . are
not reflective of resurrected Chris-

(Continued on page 18)

Other Churches Feeling the Pinch

The Episcopal Church may be
having problems making ends meet,
but it is not the only major church
feeling the effects of a reduced
“trickle up” financial system.

The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) is re-
ported to be “in danger of derail-
ing” unless some drastic financial
measures are taken. For the third
year in a row, the denomination
faces a considerable budget deficit,
$1.4 million, compounded by the
fact that its reserve funds are nearly
used up.

The situation is so bad, according
to a meeting of top church officials
in April, that parishes nationwide
are being asked to contribute to a
special offering, and even the
ELCA leader, Bishop Herbert Chil-
strom, underscored the importance
of the offering by writing out a per-
sonal check for $5,000 during the
meeting and putting it directly into
the church’s coffers. ELCA execu-
tives are being asked to submit
plans for staff layoffs, program re-
ductions and, in some cases, pro-
gram eliminations, in order to trim
$5.2 million from the 1991 budget.

ELCA secretary Lowell G. All-

men said people in the pews seem to

be putting as much in the collec-
tion plate as ever before, but that
expenses and capital improvements
at the congregational and synodical
levels are increasing dramatically at
the same time. He also said that the
skyrocketing costs of health care
was a primary factor.

“The fiscal landscape of this
church has changed dramatically in
the past three years,” he told church
leaders. “The dreadful moment of
necessary and radical surgery is
upon us.”

There is belt-tightening in the
Presbyterian Church as well. Dur-
ing an April meeting, the denomi-
nation’s General Assembly Council
voted to freeze staff hiring and new
programs from 1992 to 1995 in or-
der to make ends meet. According
to the Rev. Jerry Van Marter, infor-
mation officer for the denomina-
tion, the Presbyterian Church has
been suffering financially since its
1983 merger of its northern and
southern segments. Restructuring
efforts put a squeeze on the budget.
That, combined with inflation and
a projected flat income, has made
the call for hiring and program
freezes mandatory.

KirsTEN KRaNZ
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Memorial Service
Pays Honor
to Rajiv Gandhi

Members and friends of Washing-
ton’s Indian community gathered at
Washington National Cathedral May
30 for an interfaith memorial service
for former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

A stand in front of the lectern,
flanked by two tall candles, held a
portrait of the fallen leader of India’s
Congress party. It was wreathed in
flowers, and aromatic smoke from
burning joss sticks rose into the vault-
ing. A large congregation filled the ca-
thedral, as Hindu devotional music,
bhajans, was played on Indian
instruments.

Led by the Rev. Canon Kwasi
Thornell, participants filed into the
crossing, where they were seated. Fol-
lowing a welcome by Canon Thornell,
some two dozen speakers commemo-
rated Mr. Gandhi’s leadership, re-
viewed his political career and offered
personal reminiscences, “with a deep
sense of loss, sorrow, tragedy, but also
with hope.”” One recalled his several
visits to Washington, his friendship
with President Reagan, and his ad-
dress to Congress in 1985.

The tributes were interspersed with
chants from the Hindu Bhagwat Gita,
and with readings from the Koran of
Islam; from the holy books of Sikhism,
Buddhism and Jainism; and, in He-
brew, from the scripture of Judaism.
Passages from the Bible took on deeper
meaning, as read by two Indian Chris-
tians: “Behold, I show you a mystery
. . . for the dead shall be raised. . . .

The final eulogy was delivered by
His Excellency, Dr. Abid Hussain, In-
dia’s Ambassador to the U.S. His voice
broke, speaking of his agony and an-
guish, and “this young man, who gave
his life for his country and his people,
who sought to pull them out of a life of
poverty and deprivation . . . May his
soul rest in peace, and may India be
led to the glorious future he worked
for”

At the end of the service the congre-
gation filed in a long line to the por-
trait, to pay their last respects, as the
final bhajans were played and sung,
concluding with one invoking “the
name of the Holy.”

DororHy MILLS PARKER

June 30, 1991

Fr. Joslin

Central New York
Elects Coadjutor

The Rev. David B. Joslin, rector of
St. Stephen the Martyr Church in
Edina, Minn., was elected June 8 as
Bishop Coadjutor of Central New York
on the third ballot. The election took
place at Utica College.

Other nominees included the Ven.
Richard L. Ullman, archdeacon of
Southern Ohio; the Rev. John Mar-
tiner, rector of St. Thomas  Church,
Rochester, N.Y.; the Very Rev. Wil-
liam J. Greer, II, rector of Grace
Church, Cortland, N.Y. and the Ven.
Richard I. Cluett, archdeacon of Beth-
lehem.

Fr. Joslin, 55, is a graduate of Drew
University, where he also earned a di-
vinity degree. He was ordained deacon
and priest in 1965 and has served par-
ishes in Rhode Island, Delaware and
New Jersey. He and his wife, Kathrine,
have two children.

The new bishop coadjutor will as-
sume his responsibilities in early fall,
working with the Rt. Rev. O’Kelley
Whitaker, diocesan, who plans to re-
tire January 1, 1992.

ANITA MONSEES

Presbyterians Reject
Sexuality Report

By a 534-31 margin, commissioners
at the Presbyterian Church’s annual
convention in Baltimore recently re-
jected a controversial committee re-
port on sexuality that recommended
greater openness toward homosexual-
ity and sex outside of marriage.

The vote means the report will not
become an official study guide or
statement of the church. When it was
introduced in February by the Special
Committee on Human Sexuality, the
report immediately drew attention, as
it advocated “justice love,” a term
meaning sexual relations should be ac-
cepted for everyone, including homo-
sexuals, single people and responsible
adolescents.

According to the Chicago Tribune,
public information director Marj Car-
penter said of the report, “It’s dead.
They heard the massive hue and cry of
Presbyterians that they didn’t want to
be represented by this document.”

During the five hours of debate,
both liberals and conservatives failed
to change the language in the report,
and after the vote the Rev. Paul
Rutgers, executive presbyter of the
Chicago Presbytery said, “I think this
General Assembly tried very hard and
succeeded in returning this issue to the
church and i