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Deliverance from Exile

M id-Lent, or the Fourth Sunday in Lent, is tradition-
ally given over to themes of relief and deliverance.
Our Old Testament lesson this year briefly tells of the
release of the Jews from Babylon. The Babylonians, or
Chaldeans, defeated Jerusalem and deported most of its
citizens to Babylon during 598 B.C. and subsequent years.
Jerusalem was ravaged and the temple demolished. It was
a tragic time.

Half a century later the Persian monarch Cyrus the
Great began to create a vast new empire. Like Napoleon,
he was viewed by his admirers as a liberator of the king-
doms he conquered. Without even a battle, his soldiers
walked into Babylon in 539 B.C.

The Jews were permitted to leave the city of their
captivity in what was viewed as a new Exodus. The city of
Jerusalem was subsequently restored and a new temple
was built.

The Babylonian exile was a great national calamity, yet
it was crucial for the mature developing of the Hebrew
faith. Worshiping their God Yahweh in Babylon, the Jews
realized that he was not merely the local god of the
Palestinian region, but the God of everywhere. The im-
pressive pagan idols were not simply the wrong gods for
Hebrews, but were not gods at all. Yet the exiles also
broadened and deepened their thinking through contact
with peoples of other faiths. They came to see the fall of
Jerusalem as the retribution for their sins and the surpris-
ing release under Cyrus as the divinely appointed termi-
nation of their punishment. God, it was perceived, could
inspire Gentiles also, and God is the ultimate arbiter of
history.

Although our lesson on Mid-Lent Sunday does not go on
to speak of this, a major aspect of this more mature faith
was a new perspective on the doctrine of creation, which
is the primary focus of this weekly column. Yahweh really
did make everything, and all things are subject to his
universal power. Yahweh, not the pagan gods associated
with astrology, rules the stars. The second part of the Book
of Isaiah (chapter 40-55) written in this period, reflects
this new emphasis at many points. Speaking of the stars,
the author exclaims, “Lift up your eyes and see: who
created these? He who brings out their host by number,
calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power, not one is missing”
(Isaiah 40:26).

Further, he continues, “Thus says God, the Lord, who
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread
forth the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath
to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it
. . . Tam the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no
other, nor my praise to graven images” ” (Isaiah 42:5-8).

H. BoonEe Porter, Editor
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While the Lord
restores his health,

we’'ll replenish )
his salarv.

Introducing an income protection
plan created expressly for Episcopal
clergy and lay employees. From the
company that has served them for
65 years.

When a priest or key staffer misses work for even a short convalescence, a lot can happen:
® lagging attendance
e diminished financial support
e unanticipated expenses
e uncompleted projects, and more.

Getting over an accident or serious illness is no fun for employees, but it’s a dilemma for employers as
well. You counsel them to forget about the parish or organization —to just concentrate on getting better.
And you wonder how you'll get by until they return.

Temporary help may be the answer.

Interim priests and staff workers have made significant contributions to hundreds of parishes and Church
organizations. But how can you pay two people, even for a short time, when your budget provides for
one?

With a plan that pays $475-$1,750 per month to eligible employees. For up to 12 months of
convalescence.

Church Life's Income Replacement Plan was created to help employers continue the salaries of Episcopal
clergy and lay employees. This coverage is available to active clergy who have assessments paid on their
behalf to The Church Pension Fund, and to lay employees who earn $600 or more per month.

To learn more
call or write Church Life for an informative, 5
free brochure on the Income Replacement CHU RCH

Plan. \/

Church Life
Insurance Corporation

Liberty Mutual Policy #GD1-821-018295-13 800 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017

212-661-6700
800-223-6602

An Affiliate of
The Church Pension Fund
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LETTERS

Improved Readability

Only a short note to thank you for
the emphasis in your February 14 issue
on reading material for the visually
impaired. And a particular thanks is
due you for the improved readability
of Tue Livinc CHURcH. We readers
have rarely had to struggle through the
content of TLC, but the recent im-
provements in type size, lay-out, and
“white space” have added to the plea-
sure of reading (studying?) it.

Monday morning’s mail, which al-
most always includes TLC, is a wel-
come reprieve from normal Monday
rigors.

(The Rev.) Bo WiLsoN
Grace Church
Traverse City, Mich.

Heed the Clarion Call

Such an article as that written by
the Rev. Joseph N. Davis titled “Mo-
rality in Good Taste” [TLC, Feb. 14]is
long overdue. Thus far I have never
read such a succinct and forthright
statement about morality or the lack
of it as it is regarded today.

God help us if we do not heed the
clarion call to wake up as individuals
and as a nation to stop the outrageous
holocaust in which we are engaged —
aborting babies for pharmaceutical
purposes and for matters of conve-
nience.

Thank you for bringing this view-
point before your readers.

(The Rev.) LAWRENCE B. LARSEN
Seminole, Fla.

Weight of Learning

My thanks for Gretchen Wolff Prit-
chard’s delightful column “All God’s
Children,” which delivers a splendid
message on Christian pedagogy [TLC,
Feb. 7]. It reminded me of a story told
me by the Rt. Rev. David S. Rose,
retired Bishop of Southern Virginia.

When he was the young curate of
Christ Church, Pensacola, Fla., he
gave the Sunday school one Palm Sun-
day what must have been a memora-
ble account of the Triumphal Entry.
One of the mothers called him that
afternoon to tell him of watching her
two young sons playing in the back-
yard, doing a reenactment of the story.
One of the youngsters was on hands
and knees, the other astride his back.
She overheard the one who was riding

(Continued on page 6)
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FITTING THE
PIECES
TOGETHER

THE VESTRY HANDBOOK

Christopber Webber

For those who haven’t served on a Vestry before (and perhaps for those
who have), here is the nuts-and-bolts detail unavailable elsewhere in any
one place. Designed as a resource to dip into from time to time, the book
gives perspective, ideas and direction to Wardens and Vestry members.
There is a wealth of practical, hands-on advice, as well as appendices which
cover relevant canons, provide samples of statements and contracts, and
include a list of resources and a glossary of church terms. Here is a thorough,
up-to-date presentation of the elements, concerns, responsibilities, ‘‘joys
and sorrows’’ of the life of the Vestry person, written by a priest with broad
administrative and pastoral experience.
ISBN: 0-8192-1453-1 Paper $6.95
A WORKING MANUAL

FOR ALTAR GUILDS

Third Edition

Dorothy C. Diggs

This authoritative, indispensible favorite has been
newly revised and completely updated to reflect the
sweeping changes in worship patterns which began
with ‘“The Liturgical Revival’’ and culminated in the
1979 Book of Common Prayer.”

“For botb the seasoned veteran and the neophyte,
these detailed descriptions will provide the approach
for strengthening their ministry within the life of the
congregation.”—Edmond L. Browning, Presiding
Bishop

ISBN: 0-8192-1455-8

CELEBRATING WOMEN
Janet Morley and Hannabh Ward,
editors

A LAY MINISTER’S GUIDE TO
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER
Clifford W. Atkinson

A concise book on understanding the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer, the planning of the Office, and the
execution of the various duties of the Lay Minister.
This newly revised and enlarged edition reflects the
spirit of the new canon governing lay ministry and the
liturgy.

ISBN: 0-8192-1454-X

THE HOSPITAL HANDBOOK:
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO
HOSPITAL VISITATION

Paper 86.95 Paper $5.95

THE RETREAT HANDBOOK
Larry Reimer and
Sandy Reimer

A new collection of worship mate-
rial written by women of several
different denominations, covering
a wide range of styles and moods.
There are more than fifty prayers,
litanies, meditations and poems,
along with suggestions for develop-
ing women’s liturgies. A stimulating
resource for both private and group
worship.

ISBN: 0-8192-1469-8 Paper $3.50

With the belief that the retreat is
essential to the rhythm of the life
of the Church, the Reimers draw
from many years’ experience in
producing this comprehensive guide
for all church, small and youth
group retreats.

“Here it is, step by step, schedule
by schedule, all anticipated.”—The
Christian Century

ISBN: 0-8192-1393-4 Paper $9.95

MOREHOUSE-BARLOW

78 DANBURY ROAD, WILTON, CT 06897 203 762-0721

Revised Edition
Lawrence Reimer and
James Wagner
A practical source for developing a
vital part of the Church’s ministry—
pastoral care. This newly expanded
edition includes sections on min-
istering to the AIDS patient and
to the hospitalized adolescent, a
discussion of medical ethics, and an
updated glossary of medical terms.
“[The authors’] work is sensitive,
honest and full of compassion for
their pastoral task.”—St. Luke’s
Journal of Theology

ISBN: 0-8192-1470-1 Paper $9.95
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RUSSIAN
DISCOVERY

1988

Celebrating 1000 Years of
Russian Orthodox Christianity

3 Guided Tours in 1988
Leningrad—Moscow—Odessa

April 3-16  ‘‘Russian Easter’’ with the
Rev. James C. McReynolds

July 3-15  ““Orthodox Spirituality’’
with Sr. Rachel Hosmer, OSH

Aug. 7-21 “A Study Tour’’ with the

Rev. Dr. J. Robert Wright

The Rev. James C. McReynolds
Program Director

Three special tours for Episcopalians
and their friends to attend major
Russian Orthodox services and to
visit Russian Orthodox monasteries
and seminaries.

For free brochure call the Christian Educa-
tion Office (212) 602-0755 or write:

Russian Discovery 1888
Parish of Trinity Church
74 Trinity Place, New York, NY 10006

TRINIT HURCH
y A N mx(gF NEW<Y:ORK

RISEN wimn CHRIST

CELEBRATING THe PASCHAL MYSTERY
WITH THE PAR(SH FAMILY

RESOURCES For EDDCATION anp WORSHIP
8¢ GRETCHEN WOLFF PRITCHAR D
IncwoinG TRE LORD OF LIFE

A PAGEANT FOR EASTERTIDE

THE SUNDAY PAPER.
180 WiLLOW STREET
NEW HAVEN, (T 06511

MARY MOORE

Box 3394-L
Davenport, lowa 52808
FINEST OLD WORLD CRAFTSKANSHIP
Fair Linens Chasubles Communion Linens
Chalice Palls Funeral Palis
Neediepoint Pieces

HERE THINGS ARE STILL CREATED
OUT OF A LOVE OF EXCELLENCE

Write for our Catalogue

LETTERS

say, “Get up ass, you're so slow.” And
the one on all fours replied, “But, Je-
sus, you're so heavy!”

Truly, as the article says, “Children
do their work (of learning) through
play.”

(The Rev.) BEN A. MEGINNISS
Mobile, Ala.

Methods of Evangelism

Two articles in your February 7 is-
sue, John Kater’s “A Trickle-Down
Gospel” and Gretchen Wolff Prit-
chard’s “The Educated Imagination”
embrace two sides of the major tension
for evangelism in our day and time.

Fr. Kater is certainly correct in
warning us against “palatable apolo-
getics” that trivialize the Christian
faith. Yet Mrs. Pritchard’s concern for
“praeparatio evangelica” (preparation
for the gospel) is equally valid for non-
believing adults. Like children, non-
believing adults must use their own
background and stories in appropriat-
ing the truth of the gospel, even if they
approach it slowly. Indeed, “pagan lit-
erature” may actually be helpful to
them. (Mrs. Pritchard reminds us that
Jesus did teach with stories.)

Styles of evangelism do need to be
adapted to circumstances. Paul re-
minds us, “I have become all things to
all men, that I might by all means save
some” (I Cor. 9:22). As long as the
evangelist continues to faithfully evan-
gelize and to nurture the faith of new
Christians, all those who seek God will
truly find him.

(The Rev.) Joun DONNELLY
Calvary Church
Stonington, Conn.

Good News for the Poor

With the current expose of the Presi-
dent of Panama, “A Trickle-Down
Gospel” by the Rev. John L. Kater, Jr.,
is especially timely [TLC, Feb. 7].
Living in that situation, he knows
whereof he speaks. The proclamation
of Good News by and through the poor
was indicated in the Old Testament
prophets and universalized by our
Lord.

As Fr. Kater says, a logical outcome
of a secular system has been the an-
nouncement that God does not exist. I
would like, however, to emphasize
that before it gets to this point, as it
did in the “twilight of the gods” in the
Roman Empire, it usually goes
through a phase of proclaiming God in

its own image. Many of our political
leaders are still in this stage. And I
think that probably a majority of our
people — with the possible exception
of the poor — share in this concept.

As a political application for turn-
ing this around, I suggest that instead
of our having as a criterion for helping
a foreign government that of its will-
ingness to stamp out persons who have
received or who are reputed to have
received aid from the USSR — which
has caused us to support some highly
oppressive governments — that it be
that nation’s willingness to provide de-
cent, self-help opportunities to their
own poor. And while we are at it, we
might join in doing the same thing in
our own land!

I do believe thatsuch a policy would
do more to witness to the Christian
ethical beliefs of our people and to
lessen the appeal of communism
abroad than all of the weapons of de-
struction, torture, and devious plots to
which we seem to be currently com-
mitted.

Or to put it another way, instead of
fighting endless brushfire wars, why
not unite in working to avoid the ma-
jor cause of the fires — abject poverty?

(The Rev.) BENJAMIN AXLEROAD
Philadelphia, Pa.

Not the Time

Your editorial “Anticipating Lam-
beth” [TLC, Feb. 14] questioning the
suitability of campaigning for women
bishops prior to the Lambeth Confer-
ence this summer was right on point.

The same issue contained the article
“Women in Episcopate” reporting on
the recent conference at the Episcopal
Divinity School.

In the first place, the office of
bishop is not one for which there
should be “candidates” and “cam-
paigning.” The diocese, in electing a
bishop, should seek the best qualified
person, regardless of sex or race, to
give spiritual and administrative lead-
ership. How can such a result be ob-
tained when the advocates of women
bishops are invited “to organize an
election campaign” to elect a woman
as a diocesan bishop?

I served on the National Coalition
for the Ordination of Women and sup-
ported fully the amendment of the
canons at the 1976 General Conven-
tion, which removed restrictions on
both the ordination of women to the

The Living Church



priesthood and consecration to the
episcopate. I agree with one of the
speakers quoted in the article that it is
only a matter of time until women are
elected to the episcopate. However,
this relatively brief period prior to
Lambeth is not the time for such an
election.
CHARLES M. CrRumP
Chancellor, Diocese
of West Tennessee
Memphis, Tenn.

Equalizing Pensions

I note that the Diocese of Massachu-
setts passed a resolution relative to the
equalization of clergy pensions [TLC,
Jan. 31]. If this is in fact passed by the
General Convention, I presume it
would include bishops. They, too, are
clergy. In this regard they would fit the
same criteria — higher salaries equal
higher pensions. Even so, I suspect
there are legal questions, the least of
which is not the fact that the Pension
Fund has been based on actuarial ta-
bles and legal premiums.

Equalization of pensions would
have to be non-retroactive. It may be
unfair, from some libertarian points of
view, for there to be different pension
stipends. It is unfair, and I presume
illegal, to change the name of the
game after premiums have been paid
which are higher for larger salaries
and lower for smaller salaries.

Let’s be completely fair — and le-
gall Of course, the pension could be
equalized on the basis of the highest
paid clergy and/or bishop!

(The Rev.) F. PauL GoODLAND
Episcopal Parish of Ames
Ames, Iowa

Existing pension agreements would
have to be honored for those in
whose behalf premiums have been or
are being paid. Ed.

Whither Goest?

Just want to say how much I appre-
ciated Nancy J. Doman’s “Viewpoint™
titled “A New Pharisaism?” [TLC,
Jan. 17]. Along with the wording of
some hymns in the new hymnal I
would add my dismay about the word-
ing of the Psalms in the 1979 Prayer
Book.

Whither goest thou, O American
English language?

MarLis BreiscH
Salina, Kan.
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Moves Designed for
Episcopal Priests and &

Lay Professionals
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Exclusively with the Service and Thrift Program offering:
° Personalized coordination for every step of your

move
® Special moving rates

® Replacement Cost possession protection
° Endorsed by over 70 Episcopal Dioceses and

Organizations

To learn more about the exclusive Service and Thrift

Program call:

Call 1-800-USE-CORD
Within Missouri 314-291-7440
Ask for Mrs. Carla Rabon

Director, Service and Thrift Program

Cord Moving & Storage, Agent for
North American Van Lines, Inc.

Ad

®

Cord Moving & Storage, Inc.
4215 Shoreline Drive

Earth City, MO 63045

THE AMERICAN NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE COMMITTEE

to
WALSINGHAM AND GLASTONBURY

e

’\,§ N
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Itinerary and pilgrimage registration:

June 20 - July 4, 1988
Led by The Rt. Revd. William H. Brady
American Guardian of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham

Optional Add-On Tours of
Scotland, London, Wales & Cornwall

The American National Pilgrimage Committee

2705 South 43rd Street

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53213-3210

Join us for this spiritual adventure. Experience the richness of the Anglican spiritual heritage, travel with a group
of like-minded pilgrims staying in historic (but up-to-date} Inns. Sumptuous meals, London Theatre. numerous oppor-

tunities for individual pursuits and shopping.

1988—NEW—1988

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
ANNUAL 1988

The indispensible reference book for information about
every phase of the Episcopal Church. Lists the parishes,
missions, dioceses and provinces; the schools, homes,
hospitals, religious orders and organizations; the general
clergy and the Anglican episcopate. Includes biographies
of new bishops, the church calendar, and complete
statistics and maps of the provinces and dioceses of the
Episcopal Church.

ISBN: 0-8192-3018-9 Price §24.95

CROCKFORD’S CLERICAL
DIRECTORY

(90th Edition)

Crockford is a directory of the serving and retired clergy
of the Church of England, Ireland, Scottish Episcopal,
Scotland and Wales, and Indexes of all English churches
and benefices. Appearing for the first time are more than
440 women ordained this year as deacons in the Church
of England. Other features newly included are listings
of: Cathedral Clergy; Service, Prison and Hospital
Chaplains; Anglican Dioceses Overseas, with the bishop’s
name and address. The Episcopal Succession Lists which
appeared until 1979 have been revised and included in
this new edition.

ISBN: 0-919030-89-0 Cloth $59.95

ORDER NOW—And Don’t Forget to Include Another Indispensible
Reference Book: THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND YEARBOOK 1987

@

Price $24.95

MOREHOUSE-BARLOW
78 Danbury Road ® Wilton, CT 06897 ® 203/762-0721




BOOKS

Comprehensive Work

A DICTIONARY OF PASTORAL
CARE. Edited by Alastair V. Camp-
bell. Crossroad/Continuum. Pp. xi
and 299. $24.50.

One hundred and eighty-five au-
thors are employed in this volume to
define a wide range of terms and con-
cepts related to pastoral care and
counseling. The editor is Senior Lec-
turer of Christian Ethics and Practical
Theology at the University of Edin-
burgh.

From abortion to wrath, the topics

are listed alphabetically (easy to find),
and each one includes a brief list of
references. Items are cross-indexed, so
that related items are quickly located.

To secure the authors who would
define the terms, the editor worked
from three basic principles: ecumenic-
ity of authors, drawn from the disci-
plines of theology, philosophy, psy-
chology, medicine, law, et al; a
comprehensive theoretical back-
ground; and involvement in the praxis
of pastoral care and counseling.

The editor defines the central item:
“Nature of Pastoral Care” (part of a

ARE YOU A SUBSCRIBER?

Do you read THE LIVING CHURCH weeks
or months after it’s been published because
you're waiting for a friend
to finish his or her copy?
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Join the Living Church family and receive
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15-page discussion of all aspects of
pastoral care). That it is rooted in reli-
gion rather than medicine, the editor
affirms, with biblical and theological
resources. That it is the province of the
church and its designated and/or or-
dained representatives needed more
emphasis. I would like to have seen
more emphasis on the rich meanings
derived from “pastor” (pascere, “to
feed”). God and Christ are the biblical
Shepherds; but the designated repre-
sentatives of the church are icons of
Christ; and the symbols of feeding,
healing, guiding, and caring do hold.
This is a dictionary, not a “how to”
book; it belongs in the library of every
seminary and pastoral care-giver. In a
comprehensive work, the editor has
excellently achieved his purposes.
(The Rev.) Everert I. CAMPBELL
Pastoral Counselor
to Seminary Family,
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Humor and Humility

PREACHING: The Art and the Craft.
By Walter J. Burghardt, S.]. Paulist.
Pp. 250. $11.95 paper.

An exceptional book for preachers,
incipient or veteran, and stimulating
reading for anyone. Fr. Burghardt is
theologian in residence at Georgetown
University. He undoubtedly favored
students there with much of this mate-
rial. He is also a preacher of no small
renown. The book contains considera-
ble material from his homilies and
speeches, illustrative of what he is here
setting forth, thus making the reader a
double gainer.

There is, of course, a great deal of
Roman Catholic doctrine, with all of
which not every reader will agree. On
the other hand, there is frequent allu-
sion to and obvious appreciation of
many Protestant theologians and
preachers. It becomes abundantly
clear that Fr. Burghardt believes the
similarities among varieties of Chris-
tians today to be of far greater impor-
tance than their differences.

There are arresting combinations of
humor and humility, as when the au-
thor quotes (in full) an illustrious femi-
nist speaker who, at a symposium, po-
litely raked him over the coals for
preaching on the subject of Mary
without referring to a single female
source (p. 68ff).

There is a remarkable chapter on
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preaching about the Jews: an ex-
tremely important and thoroughly ne-
glected subject in pulpits today. The
book underlines the fact that the ori-
gins of Christianity are 100 percent
Jewish, and reminds us that the Old
Covenent “has never been revoked” (p.
155). The author leaves the issue of
Jewish salvation open-ended, but not
without asking some searching ques-
tions about the self-righteous attitude
of many Christians towards Jews —
and its deleterious effect on preaching
a gospel of reconciliation.

Another helpful item: a thumbnail
review of each of 32 current books on
preaching (chapter 13).

This is not a book to be taken
lightly. Into it has gone a lifetime of
scholarship, Christian experience and
prayer.

(The Rev.) GeorGe WICKERSHAM, II

Rockbridge Baths, Va.

Ample Factual Background
AIDS AND THE CHURCH. By Earl
E. Shelp and Ronald H. Sunderland.
Westminster. Pp. 151. $8.95 paper.
AIDS, A MANUAL FOR PASTORAL
CARE. By Ronald H. Sunderland and
Earl E. Shelp. Westminster. Pp. 76.
$6.95 paper.

Rare is the day when some new in-
formation about AIDS is not in the
news. Rarer and rarer is the person
who has not been touched in some way
by the devastating impact of this dis-
ease. Many, including many within
the church, have kept silence or tried
in other ways to distance themselves
from AIDS and those who are affected
by it. In these two books, Earl Shelp
and Ronald Sunderland call the
church to seriously address the imper-
atives of compassion and response to
every neighbor, and they offer guide-
lines for meeting those imperatives.

AIDS, A Manual for Pastoral Care,
is the shorter and more practical of the
two books. After providing a brief fac-
tual description of the nature of AIDS
and the history of its appearance and
spread, it goes on to deal with the
complex issues which arise for those
infected, and for their families, lovers,
friends and caregivers, including pas-
tors and other counselors. It is a com-
prehensive treatment, dispassionate
but compelling and useful in its pre-
sentation.

AIDS and the Church, too, provides
ample factual background, and then
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proceeds to an extended theological re-
flection. There is much that is helpful
in the reflection on the nature of illness
— and some that seems verbose if not
superfluous. After asserting that the
ministry of Jesus was a hands-on min-
istry of compassion and healing hardly
interested in explaining suffering, the
writers still spend much time agoniz-
ing over the problem of suffering. A
chapter on “God and the Poor,” care-
fully identifying all who are in need as
“the poor,” is a strong challenge to the
church to recognize AIDS sufferers as
persons with a major claim on the
church’s attention, and the point is
forcefully made that moral judgments
of lifestyles which may have led to in-
fection (e.g. homosexuality, prostitu-
tion, IV drug use) are irrelevant to our
response to the commandment to love
our neighbor.

What is sadly lacking is any attempt
to put this issue into spiritual perspec-
tive. Is love of neighbor something
which derives from response to com-
mandment, or does it have a deeper
origin? Can we, should we, bring to
an AIDS ministry the perspective of
the cross — not merely a theological
statement about God’s presence with
those who suffer, but the personal ex-
perience of God’s redeeming presence
in suffering itself. The church and the
individual who can communicate that
experience do not need to be con-
vinced that there is a need for ministry
to people affected by AIDS, and they
bring to that ministry an incompara-
ble gift.

(The Very Rev.) Gary W. Kgiss

Dean of the Cathedral of All Saints

Albany, N.Y.

Arrangements for Church

CHURCH FLOWERS MONTH BY
MONTH. By Jean Taylor. Mowbray
(available  through  Morehouse-
Barlow). Pp. 267. $11.95 paper.

Jean Taylor, author of Flowers in
Church, is an experienced flower ar-
ranger, horticulturist, writer and lec-
turer. A native of England, Ms. Taylor
writes of English flowers, English
churches and English styles of arrang-
ing. Her calendar reflects the different
times of year when English garden
and wild flowers bloom, but as nearly
all of these floral materials also grow
in the U.S., they should be familiar to

(Continued on page 17)
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NEWS

Declaration Issued

Fifty-four Anglican bishops from
around the world, including 10 from
the U.S., haveissued a “Declaration of
Unity, Witness and Mission,” saying
that the ordination of women to the
priesthood and episcopacy threatens
the future of the worldwide Anglican
Communion.

The declaration was issued simulta-
neously in London and Fort Worth,
Texas on February 17 and had been in
preparation since a meeting of 12 Brit-
ish and American bishops in London
last June. Its drafters — including the
Rt. Rev. Clarence Pope, Bishop of Fort
Worth; the Rt. Rev. Victor Rivera,
Bishop of San Joaquin, Calif; and the
Rt. Rev. William Stevens, Bishop of
Fond du Lac — said they hope it will
“provide a focus for traditional Angli-
cans”’ in advance of the Lambeth
Conference.

“Both for the preservation of a com-
monly accepted ministry in the Angli-
can Communion and for the wider
unity of the church, it is essential that
the introduction of any major innova-
tion be in accordance with the judg-
ment of Scripture and have a clear ec-
umenical consensus,” the declaration
states. “Otherwise it can only lead to
division and be a hindrance to the fur-
therance of the gospel.”

Historic Tradition

The signers said they “do not con-
sider that the churches of the Anglican
Communion have authority to change
the historic tradition of the church
that the Christian ministerial priest-
hood is male.” They charged that “the
ordination of women to the presbyter-
ate is clearly inconsistent with the tra-
dition of the church since New Testa-
ment times and is opposed by the
greater part of the church today.”

According to the declaration, “a
grave situation has already been cre-
ated. Full mutual recognition of pres-
byterial ministries no longer exists in
the Anglican Communion. In certain
places schism has been caused. If
women are ordained to the episcopate
we do not see how that can do other
than call in question the continuance
of the Anglican Communion.”

The signers called upon “all God’s
people throughout the Anglican Com-
munion to pray earnestly that our
churches be faithful to Scripture and
to the Tradition that we have received,
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and that the Lord Jesus Christ will
heal the wounds of division within his
Mystical Body.”

Church of England
Synod

A somber mood pervaded the Feb-
ruary General Synod meeting of the
Church of England, with bishops talk-
ing of “collective guilt” in the suicide
of a controversial cleric and a top gov-
ernment official criticizing church
leaders who make political statements.

It was the first meeting of the synod
since the December suicide of the Rev.
Canon Gareth Bennett, who had writ-
ten the controversial preface to the lat-
est edition of Crockford’s Clerical Di-
rectory [TLC, Jan. 10].

The Rt. Rev. Michael Adie, Bishop
of Guildford, told the synod, “We are
united in our grief at the death of
Gary Bennett, distinguished scholar,
revered teacher, devoted priest, pun-
gent critic and of course prominent
member of this synod. His death robs
us of a sharp mind and a doughty
debater”

The bishop added that “part of the
experience of any bereavement is a
feeling of guilt. Today there is reason
for acknowledging our responsibility
in some measure for the events of last
December”

British Home Secretary Douglas
Hurd, the third-ranking member of
the British Cabinet, told the synod
that clerics who make political state-
ments “must regard themselves as hav-
ing come down from the pulpit.”

“Once they are engaged in the polit-
ical debate they are on the same mun-
dane level as politicians,” said Mr.
Hurd. On a similar note the General
Synod defeated a motion that “the
practice of printing an essay on the
state of the Church as a preface to
Crockford’s Clerical Directory should
be ended.” According to the Church
Times, the synod voted 200-250
against the motion.

In other actions, John Gummer, a
member of both the British Parliament
and the General Synod, attacked the
Most Rev. John Habgood, Archbishop
of York, for a speech he had made in
the House of Lords opposing a govern-
ment bill to outlaw school textbooks
that depict homosexual relationships
as normal.

“How can a bishop speak of moral-
ity without reference to the gospel?”

Mr. Gummer asked. “This is deeply
distressing to the laity of the Church of
England. The bishops refuse to give
the clear and moral leadership which

the nation demands.”
Archbishop Habgood did not re-

spond to the criticism, but he was de-
fended later by the Most Rev. Robert
Runcie, Archbishop of Canterbury,
who said, “Mr. Gummer is entitled to
criticize an archbishop, but I am very
sad at the way he had chosen to make
his surprising attack.”

Meanwhile, attempts to develop a
clearer stand against admitting homo-
sexuals to the priesthood were firmly
blocked by synod members. Debaters
on both sides of the issue questioned
the Rt. Rev. Barry Rogerson, Bishop of
Bristol, and head of the Advisory
Council for the Church’s Ministry
(ACCM). The Rev. Tony Higton of
Chelmsford, who questioned the
stance of the church on sexual morality
at the last synod, asked the bishop
what his organization had done since
that debate “to ensure that only candi-
dates who upheld the decision that
fornication, adultery and homosexual
genital acts were wrong and required
repentance were recommended for
(seminary) training. . . . ” Bishop Ro-
gerson “reminded members that theo-
logical colleges were independent or-
ganizations. So ACCM’s role was
advisory and not to take over the re-
sponsibility of colleges’ councils.”

Sudan Dispute

A yearlong dispute over authority
has brought the Province of the Sudan
to the brink of schism, as each of two
bishops acts as the region’s archbishop.

The Most Rev. Elinana Ngalamu,
Archbishop of Sudan and Bishop of
Juba, refuses to retire, though his ten-
year term ended in 1986 and he is over
70. The Rt. Rev. Benjamin Yugusuk,
Bishop of Rumbek was chosen as act-
ing archbishop during 1987 and was
elected to succeed Bishop Ngalamu in
both posts last month. However, when
Bishop Yugusuk consecrated four new
bishops last summer, Bishop Ngalamu
consecrated six new bishops and an-
nounced the creation of five new dio-
ceses in the country’s war-torn south-
ern region.

Earlier attempts at mediation
failed, notably an effort last July dur-
ing a meeting in Nairobi of African
Anglican leaders.
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In January, the Rev. Canon Samuel
Van Culin, secretary general of the
London-based Anglican Consultative
Council, said Bishop Ngalamu’s conse-
crations appear to violate the constitu-
tion of the Episcopal Church of the
Sudan. The ACC considers Bishop
Yugusuk as the correct successor.

Bishop Ngalamu says he will pull his
church out of the ACC if its leaders
“continue to work for dismember-
ment” of the church.

The conflict comes at a time when
the lives of most Sudanese Christians
are already disrupted by the civil war
in the south. Many bishops from both
factions have taken refuge outside
their dioceses because of the war.

CONVENTIONS

The council of the Diocese of Texas,
meeting February 4-6 in Houston, rec-
ognized that a major task of the
church is to resolve differences regard-
ing women in the episcopate. The
council agreed, after much debate, to
offer love in the face of conflict to
those of differing opinion and to com-
mend the Presiding Bishop for his ef-
forts in preserving the fellowship of
the church. The action was a compro-
mise response to a much stronger reso-
lution which asked for the freedom of
dissenting parishes to transfer to more
compatible dioceses.

The council also set up a bioethics
committee to study not just abortion
as a single issue but many issues relat-
ing to genetics and the sanctity of hu-
man life.

Parishes were asked to take seriously
financial commitments to their semi-
narians and asked the board for theo-
logical education to develop a medical
insurance plan for seminarians.

Other resolutions endorsed a peace
conference for the Middle East, closer
U.S.-Mexico cooperation, and strong-
er efforts by Episcopalians to stamp
out pornography.

Though it looked as if the council
would approve a resolution opposing a
state lottery as a means of raising pub-
lic revenue, it changed its mind and
agreed to study the matter, as Execu-
tive Council member Ralph Spence re-
minded members that lotteries are an
important means of raising funds for
public programs in many countries of
the world.
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Much of the council’s attention was
focused on moving forward in the face
of Texas’s negative economic status,
toward a determination to grow both
numerically and in terms of initiation
of new work. “I am determined to go
forward this year, hard economic
times or not,” said the Rt. Rev.
Maurice M. Benitez, diocesan, during
his address. The council approved
combined budgets of $4,541,795.

The Rt. Rev. Scott Field Bailey, re-
tired Bishop of West Texas, was the
guest preacher for the opening service,
which washeld in a Jewish synagogue.

Lucy GERMANY

The Diocese of East Carolina com-
pleted its convention, held February
11-13 in Greenville, N.C., in a spirit of
worship and harmony. Approved were
a budget of over $1 million and a
strong resolution on hunger which
makes specific demands on the lives of
the parishes.

The convention welcomed the birth
of a new church in the outskirts of
Wilmington, and accepted the closing
of another near Fort Bragg. The clos-
ing of St. Mark’s came after an exhaus-
tive area study and self-evaluation of
the seven churches in Fayetteville. “Go
home and work hard,” the Rt. Rev. B.
Sidney Sanders, diocesan, said to con-
vention participants. “I don’t ever
want to go through this again.”

The AIDS task force created a vital
program for the convention. It in-
cluded a lecture by a hematologist/
oncologist who presented data on the
invasive “equal opportunity disease.”
Also given was a powerful exhortation
to compassion and acceptance by a he-
mophiliac who declared, “I'm living
with AIDS, not dying of it. . . . ” The
task force finished with a moving ser-
mon by the Rev. Lucy Talbott of St.
Paul’s Church, Fayetteville, whose
brother died of the disease.

The centerpiece of the convention
was the analysis and exposition of five
goals the diocese will pursue during
the next five years: congregational de-
velopment, evangelism, stewardship,
servant ministries, and black churches
and leadership. Servant ministries had
a good start during the convention
with the ordination of five vocational
deacons during the opening Eucharist.

KareriNa WHITLEY

BRIEFLY...

Two committees in the Diocese of
New York are gearing up for the elec-
tion of a bishop coadjutor. The Rt.
Rev. Paul Moore, diocesan, said in his
convention address last October that
he had no plans to retire, but he must
submit his resignation at age 72,
which will be in 1991. The election,
originally set for June 28th, has been
moved up to June 21 because a suffi-
cient number of diocesan people have
committee work with General Con-
vention.

Operation Phoenix is the title the
Order of Poor Clares, Mount Sinai,
N.Y., has given to their new develop-
ment program. According to the order,
women aspiring to a life of prayer and
work with emphasis on silence and en-
closure are planning to meet this sum-
mer for an introduction to this form of
religious life. Those who stay on, after
a period of time as postulants, will be
received as novices and sent to the
Community of St. Clare in England.
After two years there, they plan to re-
turn to develop a new community and
convent in New York.

The Most Rev. Christopher Ichiro,
Bishop of Osaka and Primate of the
Nippon Sei Ko Kai (the Anglican
Church in Japan), announced the con-
secration of the Very Rev. John Ma-
koto Takeda as Bishop of the Diocese
of Tokyo. The service occurred Janu-
ary 6 at the Cathedral Church of St.
Mary in Tokyo. Bishop Takeda suc-
ceeds the Rt. Rev. John Jo Yamada.

Correction

In the February 21 news arti-
cle titled “Indianapolis Shelter,”
TLC did not clarify that the In-
dianapolis Episcopal Metropoli-
tan Council manages the shelter
and feeding programs for the
homeless at All Saints Church.
The church’s rector and congre-
gation have generously allowed
their facilities to be used for

these programs.
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Infertility: A Cirisis of Faith

Couples sit quietly in church pews throughout the country,
even their pastor unaware of their pain and suffering.

enesis 1:8 speaks of Sarah hid-

ing behind the tent door as the

Lord tells Abraham that they
will have a son. Infertile for many
years, she cannot help but laugh be-
cause she and Abraham are far past
the age of conception.

In my childhood days I heard Sar-
ah’s laugh as a hearty, Christmas
morning one of genuine surprise. As I
grew into adulthood and the realiza-
tion of biological limitations, her
laugh became more genuine. When I
discovered my inability to have chil-
dren, Sarah’s laugh became hollow,
sarcastic, disbelieving, even when an-
nounced by the Lord himself.

Sarah’s ancient, now modern prob-
lem, infertility, plagues one in five
couples in this country as ten million
Americans desperately try to accom-
plish what much of the world wishes
to avoid. The ranks are growing yearly
with over a million new diagnosed
cases a year, making this a silent na-
tional health problem.

For the most part these couples sit
quietly in church pews throughout the
country, even their pastor unaware of
their pain and suffering. Their silence
is the result of a number of factors: (1)
Infertility is a sexual problem, making
it “taboo” to discuss in many circles.
(2) The medical complications are dif-
ficult to relate to an outsider. New re-
productive technology has a George
Orwellian reputation and is ethically
controversial both within and outside
the religious community. (3) The pres-
sure to conceive is unrelenting, and to
disclose one’s failure is to invite ques-
tions and unsolicited advice. (4) The

Mary Martin Mason of St. Stephen the
Martyr Church, Edina, Minn., is pres-
ident of RESOLVE of the Twin Cities,
a support organization for infertile
couples. She is the author of The Mira-
cle Seekers: An Anthology of Infertil-
ity (Perspective Press).
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By MARY MARTIN MASON

marriage is already strained by the loss
of intimacy and consuming nature
of the problem, making disclosure
difficult.

Despite the fact that many church
members have immediate families and
friends experiencing infertility, the
church, for the most part, remains un-
aware of infertile persons in the
church. The secrecy of the couples in-
volved, their inability to voice their
pain, and their quiet disappearance
from church rolls has deepened the
problem.

To be involuntarily childless is a life
crisis. This loss of a life expectation is
an ever-present struggle with grief, the
grief for a child that dies monthly.
That child is the dream that couples
pursue relentlessly, sometimes for
years. In that quest every part of their
life is affected, their marriage, their
career, their relationship with family
and friends, and their self-esteem. The
most natural place to go for solace and
healing is the church. Yet the over-
whelming emphasis upon family and
upon rituals based upon family make
some services particularly painful.

In my parish church, as a choir
member, I had no advance warning of
baptisms. I dutifully sang my way
through these grueling tests of
strength. Just as painful were Mother’s
Day and Father’s Day sermons. In par-
ticular I remember one Mother’s Day
when my priest asked all mothers in
the congregation to stand. It seemed as
if every woman rose except me.

My husband and I struggled each
Sunday with whether to attend ser-
vices or not. Many couples have de-
cided not to chance an encounter with
a painful church ritual. They have
dropped out of congregations, battling
this crisis without vital spiritual re-
sources.

The church has already awakened
to the changing perimeters of its fam-
ily. With the move toward single par-

ent homes, toward more aged and
widows, toward single persons who
choose not to marry, it is time for the
body of Christ to recognize and pro-
vide recognition to the childless. This
can be done with a special prayer dur-
ing those holidays that emphasize fam-
ily. Inclusion can be a service of heal-
ing for anyone experiencing a life
crisis. Clergy and laypeople can tact-
fully make an effort to incorporate in-
fertile couples into church activities.
Church members can provide oppor-
tunities for fellowship and socializing
for the isolated couple who may have
distanced themselves from their imme-
diate family and friends who are pres-
suring them to conceive.

It is important to note that the
childless couple do not seek unsolicited
advice or myths such as, “Adopt and
you’ll get pregnant.” Neither do they
need a lecture on the cause of their
problem, such as some attributed past
sin. Hearing about Aunt Josephine’s
pregnancy at the age of 42 doesn’t give
the infertile couple hope, but rather
increases their individual sense of fail-
ure. As with any grief situation, the
best advice to offer is none. Caring
and listening are wondrous and rare
gifts for the sorrowing couple.

The infertile couple needs a solid
groundwork of faith offered by a car-
ing church community. Their privacy
must be respected at the same time
that they are included in church ac-
tivities.

I have observed that when someone
dies, the congregation embraces the
grieving family long after the death.
Often I longed for that embrace dur-
ing my ongoing grief. Now that my
husband and I have adopted our son
and are public with our past struggles,
we receive that outpouring of Chris-
tian love. My prayer is that the many
miracle seekers still wrestling with
their faith will be enfolded in such
love, the love of Christ’s church.
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Part 4

Enter Into His Gates
with Thanksgiving

By MILDRED GREENE

addressed in last week’s article, is

that of thanksgiving. So closely
linked are they, in fact, that it is diffi-
cult to keep them separate. When mo-
ments of vivid awareness of God’s
glory and majesty draw from us spon-
taneous responses of praise and love,

Sister to the prayer of adoration,

Mildred L. Greene of Bermuda Run,
N.C., is a member of St. Paul’s
Church, Winston-Salem, where she
assists in healing services. She is the
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer repre-
sentative for the Diocese o f North Car-
olina. This is the fourth article in a
lenten series on prayer.
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we unconsciously slip into thanksgiv-
ing, moving from praising him for
who he is to thanking him for what he
has done.

The recurrent theme of much of our
worship is that of thankful praise, and
this is the hallmark of the truly Chris-
tian life. Each of these prayers, how-
ever, has a distinctive character and a
place of its own in our life. It has been
said that religion without thanksgiv-
ing is like a song without music. In
fact, sometimes our entire prayer time
should be spent in giving thanks. This
is our grateful response to the one who
continually pours out immeasurable
blessings upon us. Gratitude should be
cultivated in every area of life. We are
quick, too quick perhaps sometimes,

to ask God for help, but how often do
we remember to return thanks?

It was heartwarming to have a
young family come to the healing ser-
vice at our parish recently to give
thanks for the healing that God was
working in their little child. Some
weeks earlier the child had developed
symptoms of a possibly malignant con-
dition. Immediately, medical help was
sought and at the same time prayer
support was enlisted. A biopsy proved
that the symptoms were due to a be-
nign infection which would clear up in
time. As soon as possible, the grateful
parents brought the child to the altar
to give praise and thanks to God.

Giving thanks to the giver of every
gift should always be our first act, as it
was with this family, but how easy it is
to take it all for granted, as did the
nine lepers! In our lives, when burdens
become heavy, we call a spiritual red
cap to shoulder the load. However,
once the load is lightened, we tend to
dismiss our helper with a brusque,
“That’s all for now. I can manage by
myself but I'll call next time the load is
too heavy.”

The sister prayers of adoration and
thanksgiving are perhaps the happiest
of all prayers because in them our at-
tention is drawn away from self and
focused on the one who is perfect love
and is deserving of all our love. It is
usually quite easy to be conscious of
the dramatic or striking blessings we
receive — recovery from illness, safe
return from a journey, happy solution
to a perplexing problem, or any of a
multitude of things — but we are less
aware of the little blessings that are
part of the everyday life. I find that
regular use of my United Thank Offer-
ing Blue Box over the years has made
me conscious of the many inconspicu-
ous but nonetheless good things that
come my way every day. A letter from
a faraway friend, an unexpected
phone call for no reason except to say I
was thought about, the surprising luck
in finding a parking space on a busy
street, and so on. My little Blue Box,
bulging with nickels and dimes, each
one representing a quick thank you,
keeps me aware of my many blessings.

Making a habit of being thankful
develops an attitude of joy that works
significant changes in our lives. In
Wings of Healing, Dean Gresham says
that thanksgiving touches springs of
receptivity in the soul and results 