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ton and Easton believe that the small losses recorded
for their dioceses imply no loss in actual working
strength. The Bishop of Cuba explains that losses oc-
cur through removals from our missions to parts of
the island in which we are not represented and cannot
follow our people. Losses in Montana and New Mexico
are attributed to decreasing population of these states
owing to economic depression, droughts, and bank fail-
ures. The whole problem of maintaining our com-
municant rolls in a form approaching even approxi-
mate accuracy is almost insoluble.

HEN we find that the total contributions

through our churches for religious purposes have
increased by a-trifle less than two and a half million
dollars, or 614 per cent, it is interesting to compare
the fact with the table of contributions to the work of
the National Council (page 97). Eliminating the items
of interest and legacies, we find that the contributions
of living members of the Church to that work have in-
creased from $2,812,185.52 in 1922 to $3,138,233.91 in
1923—the year of the statistics now presented—being
an advance of 11145 per cent. Thus the anachronism
presented by the figures in earlier years since the be-
ginning of the Nation-wide Campaign, whereby the
stimulus supplied by the new movement had more
largely, in proportion, inereased the contributions to
parishes and dioceses than to the National Church, has
been stayed. The ratio of increased contributions to the
support of the Program is greater than that of the
total contributions, and seems to give promise that
the national Program is taking a larger part in the
perspective of the parishes.

The total receipts through the National Council for
the year, $3,801,825.47, exceeded expenditures (page
98) by $45,714.39. It must be remembered in this con-
nection that, in spite of anxieties, the National Coun-
cil has not added to the debt of the Church that ex-
isted at the time of its formation, though it has been
able to pay off only a small part of that debt. This is
because the undesignated legacies received during the
year are added to the other receipts and are used for
the year’s expenses. There is no breach of trust in do-
ing this, and it becomes necessary when nearly the
whole number of dioceses are delinquent on their quo-
tas, but Churchmen should realize that it is not a
right system. Living Churchmen ought to support the
current work of any year, not to say provide for its
increase, and thus release legacies for use in capital
expenditures; for new buildings, exceptional needs,
possibly some part of them for endowments, etc. But
since the only alternative to using them for current
expenses is to add to the debt of the National Coun-
_cil, the latter body has been well advised in applying
such undesignated legacies to the purpose of eking out
what we who are living contribute to the work of the
Program. That the contributions for national work
from parishes and dioceses during the year under re-
view are an advance of 1114 per cent over those of
the year previous is a happy agury for the possibility
of catching up to the measure of the Program; but a
good deal of further advance must be made before the
undesignated legacies in any year can be released from
this emergency use.

HE question is still raised from time to time
whether the degrees of Doctor of Divinity and Doec-
tor of Sacred Theology are to be esteemed variations
of the same degree and thus adequately represented
in both cases by the abbreviation, D.D. Some years ago
we submitted the question to a number of experts,
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chiefly the faculties of our theological seminaries, and
the overwhelming verdict was in the affirmative. We
therefore dropped the abbreviation of S.T.D. from all
parts of the Annual, and used that of D.D. to desig-
nate both forms of the degree. For the most part this
has seemed to give general satisfaction. But there has’
been continuously a slight measure of dissent and an
occasional expression of dissatisfaction with our re-
fusal to introduce the abbreviation S.T.D. into the
clergy list. We have therefore determined to recede
from our practice of the past two decades in any case
in which request is made by the recipient of a degree
expressed in any diploma as sacrae theologiae doctor.
If any such doctor will write to the editor of The Liv-
ing Church Annual stating that his degree is so ex-
pressed in his diploma, and asking that it be entered
as S.T.D., the credit will be altered accordingly in
printing the Annual in subsequent years.

we find a news article entitled “A Spiritual Trag-

edy: So Father Murphy Regards the Condition
of the Church in the Philippines. Many Parishes are
without Priests.”

I N the (Roman) Catholic Citizen for November 29th,

Father Murphy is the Rev. T. A.
Murphy, a Roman priest at Cebu, in
the Philippine Islands, and the
article consists of extracts and condensations from a
pamphlet of his lately published by the Catholic Truth
Society of Ireland.

“Surely the Catholic world does not realize the spiritual
tragedy that is taking place through the dearth of workers in
the only Christian nation of the East—the Catholic Philip-
pines,” he says.

“Out here there are countless Catholics growing up in al-
most complete ignorance of their religion, because there is no
one to teach them. There are countless others who know
something of their religion, and who would gladly go to con-
fession and receive Holy Communion if they could, but there
is no priest to confess them or to break to them the Bread
of Life.

“Some dioceses have twenty or more parishes without a
priest, despite the fact that many of these parishes could well
use two priests, or three; some parishes have 30,000 souls, with
only one priest; others are twelve miles by twelve in extent;
in one parish, called typical, there were three priests in
Spanish times, but now, when it numbers 18,000 souls, there is
only one; in many parishes Communion even once a year is
virtually impossible for many; numerous little chapels of the
Spanish times now never have Mass said in them; one parish
with 14,000 souls is cared for by a priest eighty-six years
old and scarcely able to walk; the Irish Redemptorists, the
only priests available for missions in the general sense, are
twenty years behind on missions already requested.”

All this, of course, refers to the Filipino population
of the Philippines.

It throws a light upon our own problem among the
Tgorots in those islands. When the Roman Church can-
not or does not adequately care for its own spiritual
children in the islands, why has a Belgian mission
surrounded our work in the mountain province among
pagans? Surely their first duty was to provide for
those who were already their people, organized into
parishes and dioceses, and dependent upon the Roman
Church for priests and sacraments.

We want to think well of that Belgian mission
among the Igorots, to whose care our clergy at Sa-
gada have suggested that the members of our mis-
sion be confided. Nobody questions the good faith of
the missionaries who are in the field. But their
superiors, selecting that particular field in which we
were located, when the Roman parishes among the
Filipinos were as uncared for as is shown above, showed
a very peculiar perspective indeed.

Why does not the Roman Church make proper
provision for the care of its own people in the Philip-
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pines first, before proceeding to the task—which it
ought to have essayed a century and more ago—of
Christianizing the Igorots, who have responded so
largely to the efforts of our own missionaries?

OME time ago a Detroit newspaper published
the information that “In the present decade the
most startling development in Coptic history
took place when a Presbyterian missionary and his
wife succeeded in converting a bishop and his entire
diocese to their views.” .
We have been trying for some
weeks to discover what can be the
basis for so strange a report. Our own Church experts

Important

if True

as to conditions among the Copts, in Egypt and be-.

yond, had no knowledge of such an incident. Now we
learn that the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions
has also never heard of such an occurrence. We think,
therefore, that the report may be consigned to that
large assortment of allegations that are classified as
“important if true.”

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

NEAR EAST RELIEF
Thanksgiving Day offering, St. John’s Church, Worthington,

{0 e B I e O e B e $ 16.82
St. Mary’s Church School, Reading, Pa. (for orphans) ..... 10.00
St. Paul’s Memorial Church, Stapleton, L. I., N. Y. ......... 15.00
Alms offering, Thanksgiving Day, St. Mary’s Parish, Park

BP0, T i ss i ons Si it s ki sl ieais oo v e & Sk 8.35
Woman’s Auxiliary, St. John’s Church, Moorhead, Minn...... 2.00
Offering at union service in Ascension Church, Stillwater,

Minn., /Fhanksgiving. IDBFE .Gk o5 is <liapaistxs @oim s sxatess s 23.26

In memoriam Mrs. John Rance, Trinity Church, Chicago, Ill. 5.00
Mr. and Mrs. Albert B. Fales, Wellesley Hills, Mass. (for chil-
GEER) S “tohatin ol 2% o ST SR S by, Dt it b s SR L L 10.00

DU BOSE MEMORIAL TRAINING SCHOOL
Mr. and Mrs. Albert B. Fales, Wellesley Hills, Mass. ......

BISHOP TUTTLE MEMORIAL FUND

RELIEF OF RUSSIAN REFUGEES IN PARIS
THROUGH DEAN BEEKMAN
A Churchman, Charlotte, N. C. (for echildren) .. .s«sssssss S  10:00

A STATEMENT FROM THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL

HE following estimate shows what is necessary to be
done if the books of the National Treasurer for 1924
are to be closed with a balance on the right side:

General Convention approved a budget for 1924 requiring

for 118" eXeCHEION s iivi sl o v s s s so v v sis alae s aieie s oo s $4,200,000
The original estimate of income from investments and

other sources outside of the quota receipts from dio-

GO R W AR e s e aila e o8 5o 1o a5 e n o wiie o e Yot le o) ke (o1 ¢ 495,000
The amount alloted to the dioceses as the budget part of

thelr several qUOLAS WAS .« c'sien =5 s vsias sssnmsesivsvas $3,705,000
The dioceses paid to December 1st against these budget

OUOLBE, (vt 550 555 5, 505 S atkraial d o7 1 ki s EOR BRI ol o 2 . she ok 1,774,697
There is due on the budget quotas before the close of the

¥ear. ARSI ST RS SRS R AN LS o ST e $1,930,303
It is estimated that the income from investments and

sources will show an increase over the original estimate

P b g au it R o T S e S o LR A ek 216,000
Balance needed to meet full budget..........c.oveuuu... $1,714,303
It is estimated that expenses will be less than the amount

originally estimated as needed to execute the budget in

15T 1) O SR W il AL N L SC L e B Lo o S 100,000
Balance needed to execute net budget ................ $1,614,303
Included in the budget is an item for reduction of debt in

e  RuMINel s AN R S e e Sk R L B R 356,217
Balance needed to execute budget without payment of any

Part of @EBU 15000, e 0 il e e s s s s e $1,258,086
During the year the National Council has received legacies

which can be used in any way the Council determines,

10 Ehe U 0L ot e o N e o et Tt o 390,000
If these legacies are used to meet appropriations, the min-

imum amount necessary to be collected in December

merely to pay the General Church’s bill is .......... $868,086
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WHAT 18 THE WILL oF THE CHURCH ?

N each year since 1919 there was a surplus of income over
I expenditures, except in 1922. For the four year period,
1920-1923, there was a small net surplus. Shall there be a sur-
plus or a deficit in 1924?

At the joint conference of the Bishops and the National
Counecil in October the Bishops expressed unanimous approval
of a policy of advance rather than retreat, and asserted that
the solution of the financial problem of the Church lay in pro-
viding large income rather than in retrenchment which would
cripple the work or mean partial withdrawal from the field.

The Bishops also cited many evidences of the growing in-
terest of the people of the Church in the national work. In
confirmation of this it may be noted that the total amount
received from the dioceses in 1923 was larger than in 1922,

If offerings to the amount of $868,086 are received by the
close of the year, there will not be a deficit. Any surplus will
be used for reduction of debt.

If the full budget quotas are met the debt will be materially
reduced and the legacies released for new work. While these
legacies are legally available for current expenses it is evi-
dent that such final gifts ought to be used for permanent ad-
vance work.

This desired end can be reached

(1) If all pledges are paid before the close of the year, and

(2) If the friends of the work will supplement their reg-
vlar offerings by direct generous gifts.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL.

ADVENT

“We believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge.”
—Te Deum Laudamus.
To Thee, O Lord, we raise
Our hearts, in grateful love and earnest prayer;
Low at Thy mercy-seat we kneel, and there
Pour forth our adoration and our praise,
Rejoicing in the thought that it is Thou
Who judgest now.

For only unto Thee
Are all hearts known, and from Thy holy sight
No secrets are concealed. Thou judgest right;
Thou lookest on the heart; and Thou dost see
The inmost thought; and each desire is known

To Thee alone.

We praise Thy name that Thou
Shalt come to be our Judge; that in Thy care
Our judgment rests. No finite will can dare
Dispute Thy power; but all shall meekly bow
Beneath Thy will, and own Thy sovereign sway
In that great Day.

Oh, not by erring man
Shall we be judged, but by our Glorious King!
For this, dear Lord, accept the praise we bring,
The thanks we give; for since the world began
There hath been none in equity like Thee,

And ne’er can be.

Therefore, O Lord, we pray
That Thou wilt help us, whom Thou hast redeemed
With Thy most precious blood. Thy light hath gleamed
Within our hearts, and brought Thy glorious day
Of peace and joy. Oh, may we e’er be blest

And know Thy rest.

When Thou dost call us Home
May we be found washed in Thy precious blood,
Made clean and pure by that all-cleasing flood;
No more to err and nevermore to roam;

Then Thy great love, dear Lord, forever more
We shall adore.

And this made pure and white
We need not fear, since Thou our Judge shalt be—
But for Thy coming look with joy; to Thee
All glory give, our Glorious Lord of Light!
In love and confidence we wait for Thee

Our Judge to be.
Grace C. FRADENBURGH.

‘WE MUST MARK the difference between minds wishing to add
to their faith knowledge, and minds wishing to found faith
upon philosophy.—John Duncan.
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DAILY BIBLE STUDIES

Edited by the Rev. Stanley Brown-Serman

READ Ifzekiel 36 :23-30.
Facts to be noted:
December 14 : Third Sunday in Advent

1. God will lead the exiles back to Jerusalem.
2. He will give them a new heart and a new spirit.

glorious age in the future, which had been almost
4 shattered by the fall of Jerusalem, began to revive
with a new intensity. The prophets were insistent upon the
fact that God would restore His people, and popular imagina-
tion identified the return with the promised coming of God’s
Kingdom. Men’s imagination centered largely upon the ma-
terial side of the new age, upon its happiness and prosperity,
its wealth and power. It was the prophet’s task to remind
the people that an age is great just so far as it is the product
of great thoughts and great resolves. He bade them think less
of the material accompaniments of the new Kingdom, and
more about the moral and spiritual life which should character-
ize it. The fundamental need, as he saw it, was a movement
of repentance and of new moral effort in the nation. If men
prepared themselves, God would do His part. He would
complete the nation’s repentance by spiritually transforming
it

':)URING the days of the Exile the hopes of Israel’s

December 15

Reap PsALM 51.

Facts to be noted:

1. The Psalmist prays for a new heart and a new spirit.
2. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.

HE fifty-first Psalm is one of the most beautiful and

most spiritually profound in the Psalter. The psalmist
pours out his soul in unreserved penitence and confession.
He recognizes the greatness of sin as a disloyalty and injury
to God, and sees in God’s mercy the only power that can
restore him. He knows that man sins because his heart is
not right with God. He is estranged from God, self-willed,
and self-deceived. The first step, then, toward restoration is
to seek God, and to throw oneself upon Him who can by His
power transform the man within, and to ask of Him a new
heart. Repentances, resolves of amendments will not avail.
The man must combat the power of sin with the power of
God. He must have the desire to live the new life which comes
from the sense of God’s presence before He can break with the
old.

December 16

ReAp St. Luke 3:1-15.

Facts to be noted:

1. The prodigal son sins.

2. The returning son confesses his sin.

HE prodigal son had done many foolish things, but he

did the wisest thing in the world when he resolved
upon confession. It is always a help to share our trouble with
others. There is something in the very act of communication
which makes trouble easier to bear. That is certainly true
when it takes the form of frank and unreserved confession
to God. Sin unconfessed is apt to be sin persisted in through
pride. The act of confession is the renunciation of pride; it
opens the way to better resolves, and makes us willing to
recognize that we need God’s help. But confession of sin
effects more than this: it brings with it the certainty of God’s
forgiveness. If we do not confess to God, we leave Him no
opportunity to help us. God cannot help us against our will,
but the moment we turn to Him, His feet are on the path to
meet us.

December 17: Ember Day

ReAD St. Luke 3:1-15.

Facts to be noted:.

1. Confession implies amendment.

2. We must actively begin a new life.

O doctrine has been more abused than the scriptural

doctrine of repentance. No reserve is placed upon God’s
willingness to forgive, except that we prove ourselves for-
giveable. That means not only that we have broken with the
sin, but that we are resolved to put some corresponding good
in its place. God has no toleration for the merely negative. St.
John’s penitents saw the point, when, after their confession
they asked, “What shall we do.” Yet that is the point which
often is not seen. We think repentance the wiping out of the
past; we think that when confession has been made, the mat-
ter is done with. But repentance has even more to do with
the future than with the past; it is concerned with positive
things that we are to do in view of God’s forgiveness, and
the new life we are to substitute for the old. Unless we live
that new life we have not justified God’s forgiveness.

December 18

Reap Romans 10:1-10.

Facts to be noted:

1. God has raised Jesus from the dead.
2. He can raise us from the life of sin.

NE of the hardest things in the world is really to feel

that we can be forgiven. Even after sincere confession,
such a doubt follows us. We are so impressed with the sense
of the inevitableness of consequence which life drives home to
us, that we wonder how the foul can be made clean, or how
God can remit the past. The answer is that God can never
change His estimate of the old life. His attitude to sin must
be always one of condemnation. But He can give new life
which transforms man. He can change the current of man’s
thoughts, alter the secret motives of his heart, plant new
aspirations and desires where the old have been, and recreate
him as a new character. He can raise us from the life of sin
by the exercise of that same vivifying power by which He
raised Jesus from the dead.

December 19 : Ember Day
Reap St. Matthew 22 :34-40.
Facts to be noted:
1. Love is the great commandment.
2. It is the great transforming power.

OW can a man win a clean heart? By duty, and by
Hobedience, said the Jew. Let a man faithfully fulfill
the law, and he will be clean. That is an arduous and dif-
ficult task, for there is little of enthusiasm in sheer duty.
Obedience is an uninspiring virtue in itself. Jesus raised
love to the first place. Let a man love God, and he will de-
sire to be like God, and to be such as God desires him to be.
We know from our ordinary living that love is the great
redeeming and cleansing power. A man’s love of his country
will keep him upright; of his home will keep him true. He
will think of his love for some woman, and hers for him, when
he is tempted to dishonor. Make love a great passion for
God, and there enters into life a motive for goodness which
nothing can equal. Love does not displace duty, but it raises
it to loyalty, or obedience, for love transforms it into willing
service.

December 20: Ember Day

ReADp Proverbs 4 :20-27.

Facts to be noted:

1. Keep thy heart with all diligence.
2. Out of it are the issues of life.

with our inner character. If a man is pure at heart,
he will find much that is lovely and honorable all around
him. If he is true, he will discover faith in other men.
If he is generous, he will find that the men about him are
generous. If he is believing, he will find God everywhere.
“Blessed are the pure in heart,” said Jesus, “for they shall
see God.” That is what the proverb means when it says
that the issues of life are from the heart.

l IFE is largely what we make it; we fashion it in accordance


















































































